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PROCEEDINGS 

The;  seventh  biennial  me  et  in  i^-  uf  the  State  Historical 
Society  of  South  Dakota  was  hekl  in  the  Senate  Chamber  of 
the  Capitol  on  Wednesday  eveninir.  January  20,  1915,  Hon. 
Burton  A.  Cummins,  f)resident.  i)residinn^.  After  a  brief  open- 
ing address  by  the  president,  in  wliieli  lie  expressed  his  vie^y 
that  the  work  of  the  legislative  division  should  be  chiefly  de- 
voted to  providin^'  informatiun  for  the  le<,^islature  rather  than 
Lo  bill  drawing,  Patti>on  F.  McClure,  Edward  P.  Farr,  Isaac 
Lincoln  and  Charles  11.  Hurkr  vrcrc  unanimously  elected  to 
positions  upon  the  executive  comnuttee.  Pioneer  I'eminiscences 
were  given  by  ^Messrs.  C.  S.  AniNden,  E.  li.  Odland,  J.  E. 
Ziebach.  E.  II.  Withee.  0.  S.  Thoiiipson.  A  C.  Koberts  and  Frank 
Trumbo.  Brief  addresses  were  also  made  by  Rev.  0.  0.  Smith, 
Kev.  A.  'Kasl)erg  and  Hon.  Donald  ]\l(d.e;in.  Several  of  the 
reminiscences  related  Inive  b*  en  written  out  by  the  narrators  at 
the  request  of  tlie  secretary  and  are  appended. 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  EARLY  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  AN 
EDUCATION  IN  THE  TERRITORY  OF  DAKOTA 

In  June,  1862,  the  month  and  year  I  established  my  resi- 
dence in  Vermillion,  Clay  county,  Dakota  Territory,  there  were 
but  a  few  settlers  in  the  county  and  VeTmillion  was  but  a  little 
town  of  perhaps  one  hundred  fifty  people.     There  was  no 
school,  not  even  a  s-chool  house.    In  August  of  '62,  the  IiKlian 
uprising  occurred  in  Minnesota,  and  fearing  that  the  Indians 
would  make  raids  through  our  part  of  the  territory,  most  of  us 
settlers  left  and  went  into  Iowa,  some  of  us  as  far  as  Des  ]\loinos. 
AYe  returned  again  in  October,  as  soon  as  we  thoui^ht  it  safe. 
In  the  winter  of  '62  we  had  three  months  of  school.    A  man  by 
the  name  of  Buckley  taught  in  his  own  home.    In  the  winter 
of  '63  we  had  another  three  months'  term,  taught  by  :\lahl(>n 
Gore,  in  his  home.    In  the  fall  of  '64  we  built  a  log  sclima 
house,  in  the  mouth  of  the  ravine  east  of  where  our  great  Slaii- 
University  is  now  located,  and  here  the  boys  and  girls  of  Cbiy 
county  attended  school  foi*  &evei'al  years,  and  some  wh<^  at- 
tended school  in  the  old  log  school,  never  had  an  opportunity  to 
attend  any  other  school.     I,  for  one,  attended  my  bist  tovm 
there  in  the  winter  of  '68.    One  term,  I  thiidv  it  was  the  winte  r 
of  '66,  Col.  Jolley,  ex-congressman  and  many  times  a  couiu-il- 
•  man  and  state  senator,  and  a  very  worthy  and  highly  respeeled 
citizen,  taught.    AVe  were  fortunate  in  that  early  day,  to  I'e 
able  to  procure  such  good  material  for  teachers,  as  all  who 
taught  were  highly  i-espectable  and  quite  competent  to  teach  in 
almost  any  of  the  schools  of  the  present  time. 

However,  the  old  log  school  house,  the  second  house  built 
expressly  for  scliool  purposes  in  the  territory,  has  long  smee 
been  torn  down  and  disposed  of,  how  or  in  what  way,  I  do  not 
know.  Anyom.^  in  passing  Vermillion  on  the  train,  in  goinir 
east,  after  passing  the  depot,  at  the  entrance  of  the  first  ravmo 
'  you  may  see  a  monument  erected  upon  the  site  where  the  old 
log  school  house  once  stood.  There  was  organize'd  sonn^  y.\)r> 
ago,  a  society  called  I  think,  The  Old  Log  .School  Houm^  So^ 
ciety,'  its   membership   compiusing  the   teaclu  rs   and  SL-hota!'s, 


12 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HlbTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


and  those,  connected  in  one  way  or  anotlier  with  the  history  of 
the  Old  Log  School  House,  and  much  credit  is  due  this  society 
and  some  of  the  old  settlers  for  the  means  wherewith  this 
monument  was  erected. 

The  tinje  will  come,  my  friends,  'when  the  old  log  school 
house  and  the  monument  which  represents  the  place  where  it 
stood,  will  be  considered  veiy  valuable  and  important  in  the 
history  of  our  great  state's  future.  Generations  will  stop  to 
inquire  about  it  and  the  teachers  and  the  scholars^,  and  they 
will  find  that  some  of  the  teachers  have  represented  their 
counties  in  many  sessions  of  the  Territorial  councils  and  state 
legislatures,  and  have  also  represented  tlie  slnte  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States;  and  oilier  teaehe-rs  wlio  wielded  the  rod 


Kranlc  IVumlto 

at  this  famous  log  school  house,  Jiave  don.e  their  party  nobly, 
in  their  ditl'erent  capacities,  in  develojung  the  great  state  of 
South  Dakota.  Some  of  the  boys  Avho  never  attended  any 
other  school,  have  represented  their  counties  in  our  state  in 
tlie  legishatures  and  filled  many  otiier  i)()sitions  of  responsibility 
and  trust,  and  beside's  being  good  citizens,  have  done  their 
part  in  helping  to  develop  the  once  treeU'ss  prairies,  known  in 
pioneer  days,  as  a  part  of  the  Great  American  Desert,  into  a 
most  beautiful  and  prosperous  agricultural  (-(nintry,  where  today 
enough  food  stulf  is  produced  to  f(MMl  millions.  Compared  to 
the  amount  produced  in  the  sixties,  it  is  eertninly  a  wonderful 
change  brought  about  in  the  sliort  period  of  fifty  years,  by  a 
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few  pioneers  and  their  families  in  starting  the  country  un  :h,' 
road  to  its  great  future.  And,  considering,  as-  I  linvo  -aid 
before,  the  dry  desert,  which  was  developed  into  a  great  aiM-i- 
cultural  country,  a  fact  Avhich  has  been  most  satisl'artnr;! 
demonstrated,  makes  the-  result  of  the  efforts  of  the  pioneers  th,. 
more  remarkable:  the  staying  qualities  of  the  old  pioneers  in 
keeping  the  ball  rolling,  until  other  settlers-  came  to  tlu-ir 
rescue,  is  what  did  the  business,  and  too  much  credit  cann.>[ 
be  given  the  youths  of  pioneer  days  and  their  parents,  for  th.- 
good  work  they  did  in  the  development  of  our  great  state. 

Many  of  the  pioneers  of  the  sixties  have  passed  away. 
the  boys  and  fi-irh  who  attended  the  s-chools  in  those  days  an"! 
who  since  liave  d<»ue  their  p'U't  in  their  several  stations,  ;'s 
citizens  of  this  great  commonwealth,  are  no  longer  younL^  ;i< 
most  of  them  are  past  the  sixty  mark.  I,  for  one,  am  past  Gl. 
but  aiji  still  in  the  harness,  vrith  the  determination  to  be  as-  u^.'- 
ful  as  I  can.  and  as  long  as  I  can  to  further  the  interest  <>f 
the  state  where  I  have  lived  so  long,  and  that  I  love  so  w-.W. 
South  Dakota,  the  Sunshine  State. 

FKAXK  T1U\M1',(). 


JOHN  THOrTlPSON'S  NEKVE 

In  the  .spring  of  1S66,  my  parents.  ^Iv.  and  ]\Irs.  J.'lm 
Thom])son,  together  with  j'r.  and  :Mrs.  Jonas  Xels-on.  stai'trd 
from  Goodhue  county,  ^Jinnesota,  each  with  a  yoke  of  ox-mi  and 
a  lumber  wagn  loaded  with  all  their  worldly  belongings.  Tlu-y 
had  no  dt'hnite  destination  but  struck  out  AA^est  with  the  drt.-j-- 
mination  to  proceed  until  they  found  a  desirable  place  to  loratf 
or  were  blocked  by  the  Pacific  ocean.  On  the  morning  of  Jun< 
29,  1S66,  which  was  my  father's  twenty-fifth  birthday,  th'-y 
camped  on  the  hills  north  of  Sioux  Falls  about  where  tht  s:;it. 
penitentiary  now  stands.  As  they  looked  north  over  the  beauti- 
ful Sioux  Valley,  they  made  up  their  minds'  that  this  wouM  b.- 
their  future  home.  :\[oving  northward  outside  of  the  miliiary 
rfjsevation.  father  located  on  the  farm  where  he  spent  the  r.-st 
of  his  life,  and  had  the  satisf  ictian  of  knowing:  that  he  was  the 
founder  of  the  large  and  prosperous  .Scandinavian  settl«'n:'-nt 
that  sprung  up  in  and  around  Sioux  Falls. 

Tliese  early  settlers  had  m-iny  thi'ilTing  exju^rienct^s,  ti;- 
Jii«"»st  daring  of  whieli.  to  my  mind,  h-'pptned.  I  rliink'.  i'l  l^"'''- 
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My  father  then  lived  on  the  hill  overlooking  the  now  famous 
picinic  grounds  at  Tlioiiipson's  (Jrovc.  Al>out  thirty  rods  north 
of  the  house  he  had  a  patch  of  about  six  acres  of  barley  in 
which  he  took  great  pride.  On  the  morning  of  the  Fourth  of 
July  as  the  settlers  were  stalling  for  the  fort  at  Sioux  Falls  to 
celebrate,  a^  band  of  400  Indians  came  winding  up  the  valley 
and  pitched  camp  about  eighty  rods  north  of  the  barley  patch. 
Not  daring  to  leave  the  place  unprotected,  father  sent  mother 
and  niy  little  sister  on  with  neighbors,  and  he  with  his  AYin- 
chester  stood  guard  over  liis  humble  liomt'.  About  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  he  saw  a  band  of  twenty  Indians  on  horse- 
back, led  by  four  young  chiefs,  heading  straight  for  the  barley 
held.  Taking  his  rirle  he  went  down  to  keep  tiieni  from  ruining 
his  crop  and  as  they  nearcd  the  field  he  motioned  them  to  go 
around,  but  they  took  no  heed.    lie  again  motioned  for  them 


O.   S.  Thompson 


to  ride  around,  but  of  no  avail.  Quick  as  a  flash  he  dropped  on 
one  knee,  brought  the  gun  to  his  shoulder  and  drew  a  bead  on 
the  leader.  This  worked  like  magic  for  they  brought  their 
horses  to  a.  sudden  stop,  looked  at  father  for  a  moment,  turned 
and  rode  otl'.  Had  they  not  stopped  there  would  have  been  noth- 
ing for'  father  to  do  but  to  get  asi  many  of  them  as  he  could 
before  being  overpowered,  as  a  cowai-d  was  seldom  spared  by 
the  Indians.  In  the  evening  the  young  men  came  over  to 
and  were  very  friendly  and  during  their  stay  challeneged  him  to 
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a  shooting  match  in  which  they  were  to  use  the  bow  and  arrow 
and  he  was  to  use  a  revolver.    During  the  contest  which  fol- 
lowed thc^-  shot  their  arrows  clear  through  a  piece  of  cotton- - 
wood  two  inches  thick  at  twenty  paces  at  almost  every  shot. 

0.  S.  THOMPSON. 


BEGINNING  IN  DAY  COUNTY 

On  the  ISth  day  of  IMarch,  1883,  a  party  of  seven  men  left 
the  town  of  Chatsworth,  in  central  Illinois.  They  had  with 
them  seven  cars  of  horses,  cattle,  and  other  goods  that  go  to 
make  up  the  outfit  that  men  moving  from  one  country  to  an- 
other usually  take.  They  were  law  abiding  citizens,  all  mem- 
bers of  some  orthodox  church,  but  they  had  heard  of  the  wild 
and  wooly  west,  and  to  provide  for  dangers,  seen  and  unseen, 
they  each  bought  a  revolver  and  loaded  it  and  put  it  m  a  con- 


A.  C.  Roberts 


venient  pocket,  to  be  ready  for  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 
On  the  25th  day  of  ^March  we  reached  our  destination — 
^ndover,  in  Day  county,  in  what  was  then  the  Territory  of 
Dakota.  Before  we  got  our  stock  off  the  cars  a  citizeu  of  the 
town  came  to  us  and  asked  for  milk  for  his  sick  baby.  lie  got 
it  and  went  his  way.  The  town  at  that  time  consisted  of  five 
or  siK  small  buildings,  a  hotel  and  depot.  The  hotel  was  small 
and  full  to  the  limit,  and  w^e  had  no  place  to  put  our  stock. 
Fortunately  we  had  bought  in  :\thineapolis  two  cars  of  lumber. 
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which  came'  into  Andover  on  the  same  train  as  we  Jiit,  so  wi 
busied  ourselves  the  next  day  in  building  a  shed  to  keep  onr 
horses  and  cattle  in,  and  a  house  for  ourselves.  This  house  was 
made  in  the  shape  of  a  letter  A,  of  sixteen  foot  boards,  set 
apart  at  the  bottom  and  coming  together  at  the  top.  It  had  no 
windows. 

The  next  day  being  Sunday,  we  took  a  rest.  After  break- 
fast someone  took  his  revolver  out  and  put  it  on  the  table, 
saying  he  was  tired  of  carrying  that  thing.  In  a  few  minutes 
there  were  six  or  seven  revolvers  lying  on  the  table.  A  little 
later  I  was  out  af  doors  and  saw  the  man  who  had  got  the 
milk,  accompanied  by  another  man.  approaching  our  cabin, 
intent  on  calling  as  I  i)]-esi!ine.l.  They  kiif)eked:  I  opened  the 
door  and  invited  them  in.  They  hesitated,  talked  a  minute  or 
two  witii  me,  made  some  trifling  excuse,  and  went  away.  I  re- 
call Ave  had  eptite  a  discussion,  after  they  left  as  to  why  they 
w-ent  away. 

Years  afterwards,  when  they  had  come  to  know  us  better, 
one  of  them  said  to  me,  Roberts,  do  voti  recall  our  com  in 
over  to  your  cabin  in  Andover  that  Sunday  morning?"  I  said, 
''Yes,  why  elid  not  you  come  in.'"  lie  replied,  "AVe  came  over 
there  on  purpose  to  make  you  a  friendly  call.  You  opened  .the 
door,  and  we  saw  a  great  })unch  of  revolvers  on  the  table  and 
our  hearts  failed  us  and  we  went  away.^  congratulating  otir- 
selves  on  our  escape  from  such  a  bunch  of  cut  throats." 

And  I  often  think  of  the  time  wlien  T  \elped  the  AVest  to 
be  considered  wild  ami  wooly.  A.  C.  ROBERTS. 


SURVEYING  UNDER  DIFFICULTIES 

The  suggestion  that  the  experiences"  of  early  settlers  in 
South  Dakota  would  be  interesting  reading  to  the  present  gen- 
eration brings  to  mind  an  incident  that  made  life  thrilling  for 
the  government  surveyors  in  the  James  river  valley  in  77  and 
78.  The.  writer  was  one  of  the  chainmen  in  the  surveying 
party  of  Hon.  Tom  :^larshall,  present  congre'ssman  of  North 
Dakota,  in  the  years  mentioned.  Our  summer's  work  in  1877 
was  confined  to  the  eastern  part  of  what  is  now  Spink  county, 
and  was  performed  Avithout  any  special  imudent,  but  in  the 
following  sumnu'r  our  work  included  tliat  portion  of  the  James 
river  where  the  Dirt  Lodges  were  located,  and  the  excitement 
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of  that  summer's  work  will  probably  never  be  forgotten  by 
any  of  the  party.  The  Dirt  Lodges  were  located  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  James  river  some  twenty-five  miles  north  of  the 
present  town  of  Redfield,  and  consisted  of  about  a  dozen  crude 
log  cabins  and  twenty  or  twenty-five  tepees.  This  was  the 
sunmier  camp  and  hunting  grounds  of  Drifting  Goose's  band 
of  Sioux  from  Crow  Creek  agency,  many  of  whom  were  partici- 
pants in  the  Xew  Ulm  massacre,  and  all  looked  and  acted  as  if 
they  would  not  be  averse  to  engage  in  another.^ 

It  was  an  ideal  spot  for  an  Indian  camp.  The  i-iver  formed 
a  beautiful  island  at  tlie  Lodges,  and  that  and  the  river  banks 
for  some  miles  were  quite  heavily  timbered.  And  tlien  game 
was  abundant,  to  fill  a  UKn-e  matiivial  ^\-<\n{.  Buiu-hes  of  ante- 
k'pe  were  seen  daily,  and  ducks  and  geese  bred  by  the  million 
in  not  far  distant  lakes.  Having  held  undisputed  i)Ossession  for 
no  one  knows  how  many  years,  the  Indians  looked  upon  the  land 
as  their  own  and  the  ap])earaiice  of  a  white  man  was  a  signal 
for  acts  of  menace  on  their  part  that  tested  the  courage  of 
anyone. 

Two  years  previous  to  our  experiences  the  surveyinir  party 
of  M.  T.  "Wpok-y,  after  having  done  but  one  and  a  lialf  day's 
work  on  their  contract  was  waited  upon  l\v  a  delegation  of 
some  seventy-five  mouuted,  armed  and  war-bedeck-ed  warriors, 
from  Drifting  C4oose's  cam]).  They  surrounded  the  surveyors 
at  close  quarters,  wildly  ordering  them  to  leave  the  country, 
and  to  niake  their  demands  more  emphatic  Severn  1  lired  their 

^Drifting  Goose  was  quite  within  his  rights  in  claimiiiL;-  this  ref::ion. 
It  was  his  hereditary  hunting-  grounds  and  he  had  never  consentetl  to 
then-  relinquishment.  The  government  clainjed  under  the  Laramie  Treaty 
of  1S68  which  relinquished  Iiulian  title  to  aU  lands  owned  hv  the  Sioux 
outside  of  the  Great  Sioux  Reservation  west  of  the  Missouri,  with  the 
exceptions  of  Yankton,  Crow  Creek  and  Sisseton  lies.Mva  tions,  but 
Drifting  Goose  was  not  consulted  about  this  treaty  and  knt-w  n.othing 
of  it.  Ui>on  proper  sliowing.  Pi-esident  Haves  in  the  sumin.  r  of  1S70.  bv 
executive  proclamation  set  apart  towns  lis,  ll!'.  ll'O  and  121  in  range  63 
as  a  permanent  reservation  for  Drifting  Goose  and  his  band  and  Agent 
Crissy  of  the  Sisseton's  was  instructed  to  allot  the  lands  to  the  persons 
entitled  and  beg-an  to  do  so.  In  the  meantime  f 'rifting  Goose  was  per- 
suaded to  go  down  to  Washington  where  he  was  kindly  received  by  the 
president  and  authorities  and  induced  to  relinquish  liis  lands  on  the 
James  for  special  concessions  at  Crow  Creek,  to  which  place  he  removed 
and  .spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  the  summ^'r  of  ls\0  the  presi- 
dent revoked  the  order  establisliing  the  Priftin^  Goose  Kes»^rvation  and 
the  land  was  thrown  open  to  settlement.  Tiie  location  of  both  the 
Northwestern  and  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  f^aul  liailwavs.  from 
Redtield  to  Aberdeen  was  changed  due  to  the  proclaming  of  this  reserva- 
tion and  it  is  quite  likely  the  city  of  Aberdeen  would  have  had  quite  a 
different  location   but  for  it. 
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giuis  into  the  wagon-boxes  and  cngaL^ed  in  many  other  war-like 
acts  of  intimidation.  They  aeeomplished  tht  ii*  pnrpose.  "Wooley 
abandoned  his  contract  and  the  party  immediately  started  on 
their  two-hnndred  mile  return  journey  to  Yankton.  At  the 
time  ''Old  Belcher,"  living  nt  Belclierford  just  above  the  pres- 
ent Porestburg,  was  the  last  settler  on  the  Jim  river  to  the 
south,  and  if  the  stories  told  of  him  were  true,  your  horses  or 
stock  were  not  aft'orded  any  particular  degree  of  safety  in  that 
immediate  locality.  Tliere  were  a  few  pioneers  south  of  James- 
town, North  Dakota,  then,  and  to  the  east  you  had  to  cross  over 
into  Minnesota  before  coming  in  contact  with  any  whites. 

Our  party  left  Yankton  in  June.  1878.  Besides  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, the  contractor,  thcrt'  wei-c  six  field  nurii  and  that  im- 


J.  K.  Zielcu'li 

portant  personage  of  all  like  expeditions,  the  cook.  All  were 
young  men,  two  of  us  boys,  and  but  one  of  the  elder  men  was 
married.  He  had  come  out  from  AYisconsin  for  a  summer's 
experience  in  the  AVest,  and  incidentally  his  health,  but  the 
climate  did  not  agree  with  liim  to  any  marked  degree.  ITis  feet 
kept  too  cold.  The  first  train  after  our  i-eturn  in  the  fall 
carried  him  ])ack  to  AVisconsin,  and  lil^ely  the  blood  began  to 
circulate  in  his  pedal  extremities  after  crossing  the  ^lississippi 
river.  We  had  two  wagons  h)aded  heavily  with  our  supply  of 
''g-nib,"  horse-feed,  and  camp  equipnu'nt.  AIT ' hoofed it  to  the 
starting  point  of  our  work,  some  two  hundred  miles.  exce])t  the 
cook,  who  is  always  a  privik\<xed  cliaracter,  and  he  drove  one 
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of  the  leains.  This  cook  was  an  exception  to  the  rule.  lie  was 
not  as  cranky  as  a  sitting-  hen,  nor  did  he  drink  all  the  Perry 
i>avis  Painkiller  and  Jamaica  dnger,  taken  along  to  kill  the 
laste  of  rank,  stagnant  and  intensely  alkalied  water  we  were 
often  compelled  to  drink. 

Arriving  at  the  starting  point  of  our  work,  some  twenty 
miles  southea.st  of  the  Dirt  Lodges  and  only  a  few  miles  from 
where  Wooiey  liad  been  driven  Ave  established  camp  and 
tiitered  upon  our  work.  For  two  weeks  we  run  lines,  measured 
milos  and  built  mounds,  Avithout  the  sign  of  an  Indian.  This 
AV('  thought  strange  as  Ave  kncAv  the  location  of  their  camp  and 
Avei-e  satisfied  tluit  they  Avere  Avatching  our  every  movement. 
We  tluMi  moved  Ccimp  close  to  Jim  ]'ivGr  and  it  was  only  a  day 
or  tAvu  afterAvards  until  an  Indian  appeared  in  camp  Avliile  the 
crew  was  at  Avork  in  the  field,  and  notified  the  cook  that  the 
Indians  owned  the  land  and  that  if  Ave  did  not  leave  at  once 
thry  Avould  drive  us  out.  'Mr.  ^Marshall .  did  not  consider  the 
Jiotice  sufllcient  and  Ave  continued  Avith  our  Avork.  Bui  the 
visits  of  Indians,  in  ones  and  tAvos  continued  daily  to  the  cnmp, 
iirid  as  Wf  had  given  no  evidence  of  our  intention  to  abandon 
th«>  Avork.  their  protestations  became  more  vigorous  Avith  each 
apiK'arance.  The  last  delegation  consisted  of  tAvo  Indians,  one 
of  whom  could  talk  fairly  good  English,  and  their  notification 
t'»  leave  avms  decidedly -emphatic. 

Tlu'  next  day  :\Ir.  :\larshall,  Avith  no  intention  of  being 
seared  out,  moved  camp  to  a  point  on  the  Avest  bank  of  the 
river  near  Avhere  the  tOAvn  of  ''old"  Ashton  Avas  afterwards 
esta])lrshed,  and  Ave  continued  with  our  Avork.-  All  realized  that 
the  situation  Avas  becojui^ig  critical,  and  Avhile  avc  talked  of 
the  danger  of  having-  our  camp  burned  up  and  our  horses 
stolen,  did  not  alloAv  the  cpiestion  of  having  our  scalps  taken, 
lauch  outAvard  consideration.  The  imture  of  the  Avork  made 
f'gliting  Indians  iinpossible,  and  then  oar  arms  consisted  of  but 
one  revolver  and  an  old  carbine,  Avith  a  very  limited  supply 
of  ammunition.  It  was  :\[r.  :Marshairs  theory  that  the  Indians 
v.-ould  not  proceed  beyond  acts  of  intimidation,  and  this  proved 
true;  but  acts  of  intimidation  by  a  band  of  an.gry  and  threaten- 
lii:^  Indians  Avas  not  a  diversion  to  be  Avelco)ned,  situated  as  we 
were. 

"t  >M  Ashtoo  was  upon  the  east  bank  of  the  Jam?/?. 
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We  wore  expecting  some  act  to  occur  at  any  time  and  we 
had  only  tAvo  days  to  wait  after  est<iblishing  our  last  camp. 
Z.  T.  Sutley.  tlie  flagman,  while  alone,  was  surprised,  captured 
and  treated  in  a  manner  that  causes  one's  hair  to  turn  gray  in 
a  day.  He  was  riding  horseback,  some  tliree  mil.e^  from  cam.p, 
when  a  biuich  of  Indians  lying  in  ambush,  jumped  out  of  the 
tall  grasses  Avithin  a  few  feet  of  him,  firing  their  guns  and 
yelling  like  demons.  Sutley 's  horse  made  a  wild  lunge,  un- 
seating him  and  then  step])ing  in  a  hole,  threw  him  to  the 
ground.  Before  he  could  regain  his  feet  the  Indians  had 
captured  him.  One  caught  him  by  the  hair  and  making  wild 
passes  with  his  hunting  knife,  told  him  they  were  going  to 
"nepo" — kil]  hijii.  Others  with  l)loodthirsiy  yells  and  flourish- 
ing knives,  began  to  divest  him  of  his  clothing  in  a  most  vig- 
orous and  blood-curdling  manner  by  inserting  their  long  knives 
between  his  skin  and  clotliing  and  slicing-  it  off,  boots  and  all, 
until  he  was  left  without  a  shred  of  app^irel.  After  this  treat- 
ment Sutley  was  led,  by  the  Indian  that  all  through  the  per-, 
formance  retained  his  grip  on  his  hair,  a  short  distance  in  the 
direction  of  our  camp,  and  a  couple  of  close  shots  were  taken 
at  him  by  others,  and  he  "s\-as  permitted  to  go.  Sutley  Jost  no 
time  in  reacliing  camp,  anel  as  it  was  one  of  those  blistering 
hot  July  days,  his  condition  A\as  serious  for  some  hours. 

The  balance  of  the' parly  were  Avorking  in  another  direc- 
tion and  Avere  not  aAvare  of  tlie  episode  until  returning  to  camp 
in  the  evening.  Xone  of  us  slept  very  soinidly  that  night.  AYe 
Avere  Avondering  Avhat  was  going  to  li;!pj)en  next,  as  Ave  Avere 
determined  to  stay  b}-  the-  .jol)  a  littK'  longer.  ^  Our  AVisconsin 
recruit  Avas  the  only  one  wiio  had  had  an  unappeasable  longing 
for  home.  AVe  AA'cnt  to  Avork  tlie  next  day  as  if  nothing  had 
happened,  fully  aAvare  tliat  avc  Avere  closely  Avatched  from  all 
sieles,  but  Ave  saAv  po  Indians,  nor  Ave  re  we  interfereel  Avith  in 
any  Avay  for  nearly  a  Aveek.  Tlien  they  made  an  effort  to  steal 
our  horses,  but  Avere  only  momentarily  successful.  AVe  had  a 
camp  dog  that  coidd  scent  an  Indian  to  a  marvelous  degree  and 
he  saA'eel  tlie  .iay,  or  rather  our  horses.  AVe  hael  the  horses 
picketed  near  the  camp  and  all  had  '^ttu'ned  in"  for  the  night; 
but  our  dog  kept  up  that  Ioav  groAAd,  which  all  kncAv  indicates 
danger  or  the  presence  of  strancre  conditions.'  Several  of  us 
had  gotten  \ip  anel  gone  out  to  look  arunel,  but  not  seeing  or 
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hearing  anything,  returned  to  our  bunks.    But  the  dog,  not  so 
.easily  satisfie'd,  continued  his  warning  growl. 

Finally,  Sutley  got  up,,  and  armed  with  the  44  Colt,  went 
out  to  investigate.  lie  was  gone  so  long  that  the  rest  of  us 
had  gone  to  sleep  but  we  were  suddenly  awakened  by  a  shot 
and  his  cry  of  "Come  on,  boys,  they  have  got  our  horses."  We 
all  tumbled  out  in  a  hurry,  while  Sutley  who  Avas  out  among 
the  horses,  continued  shooting.  After  our  eyes  were  fairly 
opened  and  our  hearts  had  resumed  a  normal  pulsation  we  dis- 
covered one  horse  gone  and  the  others  highly  excited.  AVe  at 
once  brought  them  in  and  firmly  tied  them  to  the  wagons,  and 
from  that  night  on  they  were  never  picketed  out. 

AYe  had  no  more  than  secured  the  remaining  liorses  wlu-'u 
we  heard  a  galloping  hors-e  coming  in  the  direction  of  the 
camp  and  after  circling  the  tents  several  times  we  caught  hiiu, 
and  he  proved  to  be  our  missing  horse  which  had  evidently 
bi-okcu  away  from  the  Indians.  Sutley  said  he  had  been 
\\a telling  for  half  an  hour  when  he  discovered  two  mounted 
Indians  among  our  horses;  one  had  dismounted  and  cut  the 
ropi  of  one  horse  and  handed  it  to  the  mounted  Indian 
and  Avas  proceeding  to  gather  in  the  balance  whm  he  di.v- 
covered  them,  opening  fire  and  called  to  us. 

It  was  now  plainly  apparent  to  ^Nlr.  :\Iarshall  that  we 
would  not  be  permitted  to  continue  the  surveyinii-  without  in- 
terruption of  a  more  serious  nature,  and  with  the  object  in 
view  of  holding  a  '"pow-wow"  dircctiy  with  DriL'ting  Uoose 
;,ml  his  warriors,  we' broke  camp  the  next  morning  and  headed 
for  the  Dirt  Lodges,  which  we  knew  to  be  located  about  fifteen 
miles  farther  4)  the  river.  After  coming  in  sight  of  the 
Lodge.^'  the  first  object  we  coidd  distinguish  was  an  Indian 
perched  on  top  of  a  high  pole  watching  our  ai)proach.  The 
land  lies  as  flat  as  a  table  in  ihh  section  and  with  their  crude 
ladder-pole,  the  lookout  had  a.  connnand  of  tkic  view  for  miles 
in  every  direction. 

We  arrived  at  our  destination  late'  in  the  afternoon  and 
we  went  into  camp  on  the  east  siele  of  the  river.  opi)osite  the 
island  and  about  one  mile  from  the  Indian  encampment.  And 
not  until  we  struck  camp  did  an  Indian  put  in  an  appearance: 
then  a  delegation  of  some  twenty-five  fded  over  from  the 
Lodges,  headed  by  Drifting  Goose,  White  Goose,  the  medicine 
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man,  and  minor  chiefs.  A.  D.  Foster,  a  son  of  the  late  lion. 
James  S.  Foster,  one  of  the  very  first  settlers  in  the  territory, 
could  speak  enough  Indian  to  make  them  luiderstand,  and 
through  him  .Air.  Marshall  informed  the  Indians  that  the  Great 
Father  had  ordered  the  land  surveyed  and  that  die  had  come 
there  with  his  party  to  do  the  work,  and  if  their  hostile  acts 
continued  iie  would  be  compelled  to  leave,  but  would  return 
with  soldiers  at  once  and  complete  his  contract.  Other  milder 
arguments  were  restarted  to,  but  the  one  great  consideration 
was  that  Uncle  Sam  Avas  back  of  the  project.  It  gave  us 
nerve,  and  seeing  tliat  we  could  not  be  scared  out,  it  brought 
the  Indians  to  time.  Drifting  Goose  assured  us  that  he  was 
iriendly,  always  had  been,  and  that  we  could  go  ahead  with 
the  work  without  any  fear  of  further  interruption. 

The  council  ended  by  hand-shaking,  a  pipe  of  peace,  and  as 
liberal  gifts  in  the  way  of  provisions  as  'our  limited  supplv 
would  permit,  to  the  head  men.  Drifting  Goose  kept  his  word 
and  the  next  day  we  resumed  our  work  and  completed  the  con- 
tract with  only  one  or  two  minor  acts  of  intimidation  bv  some 
of  the  young  bucks. 

^  AVe  all  felt  relieved  when  the  last  mile  had  been  surveyed 
and  we  were  hoineward  bound.  Aluch  of  the  work  we  had 
done  was  destroyed  by  the  Indians  before  we  left,  and  I  doubt 
not  that  many  a  homesteader  has  cui-sed  the  surveyors  for  their 
inability  to  find  mounds  we  built  well,  but  which  the  Indians 
replaced  in  the  pits  in  the  order  the  sod  was  taken  out,  to  the 
last  particle  of  loose  dirt.  In  Dec(  nil>er  soldiers  were  sent  out 
from  Ft.  Thompson  and  the  Lidians  were  returned  to  Crow 
Creek  agency  and  nevei^  permitted  to  return  to  their  treasured 
camp.  In  18S0  the  first  st^tth-i's  located  in  that  portion  of  James 
river  valley,  and  the  flood  of  immigration  in  lSSl-2-3  following, 
converted  an  Indian  himting  ground  into  fields  of  waving 
grain  and  bustling  towns.    The  Dirt  Lodges  were  no  more. 

J.  E.  ZIEBACH,  Gann  A^alley,  S.  D. 

SOME  NOTABLE  RELICS 

.  The  State  Aruseum.  under  the  care  of  this  department,  has 
been  enriched  by  the  additions  of  several  very  important  relics 
during  the- past  year.    The  growth  of  the  Aluseum.  is  encour- 
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.'i.Ering,  so  far  as  the  addition  of  historical  relics  is  concerned, 
but  lack  of  space  forbids  an  adequate  disphiy  of  tliem  and  quite 
precludes  the  dovi?lopnicnt  of  a  scientific  collection  exhibiting 
the  varied  phenomona  of  South  Dakota.  The  more  notable 
relics  received  recently  to  which  reference  is  above  made  are 
tlie  following: 

The  Theon  Stone 

Through  the  interest  of  :\Ir.  W.  E.  Lyman,  the  Department 
of  History  has  come  into  possession  of  the  notable  Theon  Stone, 
found  near  Spearfish  in  18S7  by  :\lr.  Louis  Tlieon. 


Tlie  Theou  Stone 

This  stone  is  a  piece  of  fiat  native  sandstone,  two  inches 
thick  and  about  eight  by  nine  inches  in  size,  with  the  story 
iuscri])ed  upon  both  sides. 

The  obverse  reads: 

''Came  to  these  hills  in  1833  seven  of  us, 
DeLacompt,  Ezra  Kind,  G.  AA'.  AVood,  T.  Brown,  R.  Kent, 
AVm.  King,  Indian  Crow. 
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All  ded  but  me  Ezra  Kind.  Killed  by  Iiid  beyond  the  high 
hill  got  our  gold  in  1834." 

The  reverse  reads : 

"Got  all  of  the  gold  we  could  carry  our  ponys  all  got  by 
the  Indians  I  have  lost  niy  gun  and  notliing  to  eat  and  Indians 
hunting  me." 

The  authenticity  of  this  record  has  not  been  established. 
The  finding  of  the  stone  in  good  faith  by  :\lr.  Theon  has  never 
been  questioned.  ^Y]len  the  stone  was  first  found  it  was  given 
wide  publicity  and  J.^lin  Cashiior,  then  living  in  Spearfish, 
publislied  an  artie^e  in  n  S[).ai'(isli  newspaper,  in  which  he 
stated  that  he  had  received  letters  froiu  relatives  of  Ezra 
Kind,  living  in  Pennsylvania,  and  from  relatives  of  E.  Kent, 
living  in  Ohio,  but  Cashner  Ims  left  the  country  and  the  corre- 
spondence, if  genuine,  has  b.^en  Inst.  In  1790  there  was  but  one 
family  named  Kind  livinir  in  1h<'  I'nited  States.  This  family 
resideel  in  Paradise  Township.  Yt.rk  Cuunty.  Pennsylvania. 

The  Verendrj^e  Plate 

The  Verendryt?  Pba*  h;t>  iinally  eoitie  into  the  possession 
and  ownershi]-)  of  the  Stale  <•!-'  Sontli  I)n];Ota.  For  the  history 
of  the  plate,  which  is  in  truth  the  ne^st  historic  relic  in  the 
northwest,  see  A^:)lu»!u;  \'Ib  p;iu;-.'  li'l.  The  i>rice  paid  was  five 
hundred  dollars.  The  eont ril)ut i<>ns  of  tlie  following  members 
made  the  jmrchase  of  tlio  plato  jx.ssildo: 

John  Q.  Anth'r.MWiT^  ( "hainherlain :  Edward  Ashley,  Aber- 
deen; Cassius  C.  linnntt.  J*iv-rre;  Charles  B.  P>illii]ghurst, 
Pierre;  Charles  II.  Bnrke.  Pierre:  I'.dmnnd  Cook.  AVilmot :  P)ur- 
ton  A.  Cuiiimins.  Birrre:  N.  L.  Fint-ii.  lii'oadaihiii.  Xew  York: 
Kathryn  M.  Fi-eneh.  VAU  Siinind  C.  lledLfcr,  Aberdeen: 

James  A.  Ilalley,  Papid  City;  Chrirle^  A.  Howard.  Aberdeen; 
Charles  B.  Kenne.iy.  .Madison:  Kolx-rt  F.  Kerr,  Brookings; 
Isaac  Lincolrj,  Aberdeen:  L^nis  K.  b«u'd.  Parker:  Pattison  F. 
jMcClure.  Pieri-t-:  (IcorLr.  K.  .Mai-eli.  Spok-.-me.  AVashiiiaton :  John 
J  Mertens,  Gettysbni-'j :  AVilliani  .J.  ^lundt.  Piu-re :  Tin  mas 
O^Gorman,  Sioux  Falls:  Th.-nlor.^  F.  1i!-l:s.  IMerre:  Doane 
Pobinson,  Pieri'.':  Ceor-.-  W.  Snr.w.  S{-.riiiutield :  Tliomas  Sterl- 
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ing,  Vermillion;  xilvin  Waggoner,  Philip;  David  Williams, 
Duluth. 

These  subscriptions  were  augmented  by  the  subscription 
of  Hon.  Andrew  Overby,  who  is  not  a  member,  and  other  citi- 
zens of  Wilmot,  collected  by  Hon.  Edmund  Cook. 


The  Verendrye  Plate 

^        Unique  Typewriter 

In  1868  C.  L.  Sholos  and  C.  Glidden  were  granted  a  patent 
upon  a  typewriter.  They  continued  to  cxpei-innMit  with  tlie 
invention  until  1874,  Avhen.  deeming  it  practicable  for  comni<.^r- 
cial  exploitation,  they  arranged  with  ]\Iessrs.  E.  Kemington  v.^ 
Sons,  guiimakers,  of  Illion,  Ncav  York,  to  buihl  25  machines. 
Number .  15  of  this  original  lot  was  purchased  by  Kaiul  & 
jMcXally  of  Chicago,  who  made  little  practic-al  use  of  it,  as 
there  were  no  trained  typewriters  in  tiiat  day.  In  the  fall 
of  1875  the  rush  to  the  iUaclv  Hills  was  on  and  tin.'  enterprising 
Chicago  publishers  desired  to  ])ur  out  a  "(Hiide  to  the  lilaek 
Hills  Cold  I)iLi'oiii(.s/ '  and  thev  contracted  with  .iudii'c  Horatio 
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N.  MeGuire  of  Rapid  City  to  prepare  the  matter.  He  sent  in 
his  first  batch  of  copy,  but  it  was  so  illeorible  that  the  pub- 
lishers were  in  despair^"  Thereupon  they  sent  tlie  ''Sholes  & 
Glidden"  to  ^IcGuire,  Avith  instructions  to  type  his  copy  upon  it. 
Thus  within  the  first  year  one  of  the  first  lot  of  twenty-five 
typewriters  came  to  Sonlii  Dakota.  ^^IcGuire  sold  the  machine 
to  Joseph  B.  Gossao-e  of  iiapid  City  in  the  autumn  of  1877  and 
he  has  retained  possession  of  it  until  in  1915  he  presented  it 
to  the  Museum  of  this  department.  It  was  an  altogether  prac- 
ticable typewriter  and  Gossage  used  it  for  a  number  of  years 
in  his  business.  It  embraces  most  of  the  principles  of  the 
Ixemington  of  today. 


Some  Notable  Medals 

The  :^luseum  also  has  a  .-olh-ction  of  very  notable  medals 
among  which  arc  three  h.am.l  1)y  Hon.  .1.  AV.  Turner,  of  Spring- 
field.   These  are:  . 

Xo  4  of  the  illustration,  a  AVashumtnn  medal  ot  l/hJ 
found  in  the  p*.s..>.ion  of  Struck  By  th.  Kee  (Old  Strike), 
but  the  history  of  whieh  is  unknown. 

No.  2.    The  solid  silver.  .b'lVerson  medal  given  by  Lewis 


o 

{          •  ' 

2*t 

■  i 

and  Clark  to  ihe  Yanktons  in  iMU  at  llie  treaty  council  held 
at  Calumet  l>lurf  near  Yanktnn. 

No  1  of  the  illH>tration  is  the  Madison  medal  given  to 
Smutty  Bear,  at  the  couneil  hehi  at  the  month  of  the  Missouri 
in  1815  to  settle  up  tin-  troubles  relative  to  the  AVar  of  1812. 

No  3.  Is  an  ovm  neuf  uni<ine  medal  than  any  of  the 
others.'  In  1S:31  tin-  .Nmcri.-an  Fur  K\nxx\yM\\  eonceived  the 
notion  that  it  would  add  to  its  importance  and  dignity  if  it 
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entered  into  formal  treaties  of  friendship,  trade  and  int  — 
course  with  the  Indians  and  to  that  end  had  cast  m-d  d. 
suudar  to  those- used  by  the  government,  upon  sunu^  nf  whn  k 

was  placed  the  portrait  of  John  Jacob  Astor  and  upon  

the  face  of  Pierre  Chouteau,  Jr.     But  a  very  few  <.i  ih..,. 
however,  had  been  issued  when  the  government  inttrvem-d 
put  a  stop  to  it.    Xo.  4  is  one  of  three  Choute^m  medals  i.s.;,...| 
c^nd  was  found  near  Underwood,  Pennington  county,  by  \V,iL 
iam  AVhited,  a  school  boy. 


ALONG  THE  UPPER  MISSOURI  IN  THE  '7Cs^ 

iiy   Churle.M   F.  Iljickett- 

Late  in  the  fall  of  1877,  just  after  I  had  returned  fr^m  a 
saddle  trip  through  the  Bow  Valley  m  Xebraskn.  and  t..  V.r- 
irMVwn,  Elk  Point,  Jefferson,  Portlandville  (now  Aknml.  lU-l./n. 
Power  and  Ppper  Cajiton,^^  Sioux  Falls.  LnKM.lti  i'ruu-v.  Fn,!;n. 
Turner  and  Swan  Lake,^  then  budding  towns  in  the  Mi^.nnv  '. 
Sioux  and  Vermillion  Valleys,  on  which  mission  ]  imd  i.,-,  -.  ... 
field  correspondent  and  collector  for  the  Yaidxtnn  lleraid 
other  p^ipers.  James  Taylor,  then  one  of  the  iirm  of  T 
Bros..-'  (publishers  of  the  Herald)  came  to  me  one  evenir." 


ly .  ,1 
and 


Fannin  ML^'^c^rr-         '^^^  ^^^^"^   I>"'>J^^5^ed   in   the   Ar^us- T.^ad,-,-.  S:.,.x 

'--^t'^r  '^^:^u^i:sJh  ^l^;:^i«h^-;--G--.--- 

fSf-r  xlu  t^^^^  ^'^^  '"^  continues  to  |.uhn>h  ...  :i- 

laiKfi  Acw   iMa  to  the  present  time.     Has  been  clerk  of  conir^^  ,»r  "'lir-  r 

^  fi'rsf  ^'^^^ir  Voi'^'"^^^-  ^"'^  ^^-^^  en,^mnK  ^.a';ni^;;:s;;U'  ;'  :  ■ 
^r.,.rv        V     ^"-^-V^"   Dakota   st-nate   and   assistant    secretar\    r.f   Uu-  . 

^    J    S^'^^lS???'"-!-""-"^^^^^^^^^  Carrie  ^J^'M^In  vr^   dauuht..  r 

tie\.  J.  J.  .\lclnt>re,  Baritist  missionarv,  teacher  and  i-ieach.-r  Mid 
territorial  superintendent  of  pubic  in.struction  P'-^^li--'  > 

-iho  settlement  at  Canton  was  made  in  ISGT  and  \vi<  s-i  t  t-r-d  i'  -  • 
imer^  t^-'.J''?'\h'''    ^'"•'"""^    ^^^"^'^^  J^^^J'^it       T1.M•V    ^^.•  '     o..'-  ,:■ 

Cinton  wht,.^°T  ^'^'^  i?.l^''?--^te  but  they  v.-ere  settled  in  favur  of  .l':  ;  r, 
thf    counVv    L  ;         ^T^^^-^^P^'^         January,   1S68,    obtained   a  ri .  r  • 

the    count\    .seat    of  Lincoln    county,    thous-h    for    -on,,.    ^,  irs 
settlerneiu   ^^•as   recognized    as    possessing-   munSpai    pos;.ndn ,  i-  s 
«.t«o-f  V""" """'-^    P  inlay    were    the    Turner    countv    sta'ion^    ->n  i',,- 
stage    road    from    \ankton    to    Sioux    Fulls      Swan   T.akf  ni-M 
tentious  viUage    was  located  north  of  Swan  Lake  in   t  b.  ■'  .  ..u  t  h.  a  «i  ■'^K^i- 

named    for    Fmlay    .McKercher.    a    pioneer,    wa.".    at    th-    w^^-iu-  of 
fvf/"^  ■V''"  fiv'-i-.  on  s.-ction   l'5-;.9-53.  6  miles  southeast  .-r  Farkrr.  W!:,t; 
flr,^  raUroads  arrived  Hurley  became  the  lineal  de.scend.  nt  of  Su  an   F:^ - 
and  I  inley  moved  up   to  I'arker. 

T^'^.-n^^^^'i^"-    -^^^^'^^  ■'^"'^    Joseph    Taylor,    brotlu-rs..  were    n.  ar    r-kitiv.-    .  f 
liJhf  r  ti^V'"'-,.^'^''  tV'^^*''^    writer    and    iraveb-r.      Maris   .-iad    .l:,m,  ^ 
ished   the   lankton   Herald   for  many  vears.     Thev  w,t.-   n.itive-  of  V/- 
re^r^isu.'^  nf\  Maris     was    apF-ointed     by.    Pr,sid,.nt    CM-v.  lar.d 

register  of  the  Huron  land  ofhce,  during  his  first  term.     .Vfterwards  ii.' 
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said:  ^'Charlie,  the  Herald  needs  money  and  needs  more 
subscribers.  The  soldiers  are  now  in  from  the  Indian  cam- 
paigns of  the  summer  lind  have  taken  up  quarters  with  the 
garrisons  up  the  ^lissouri — and  we  want  you  to  make  the  trip 
up,  interview  the  officers  on  their  summer  campaigns,  write 
them  up,  solicit  subscribers,  collect  arrearages,  and  thus  help 
us  to  meet  some  pressing  obligations.  AYe  will  give  you  creden- 
tials, introductory  letters,  etc.,  and  you  will  do  the  rest,  I 
know." 

I  consented.  In  that  day  eivilizalion  ended  a  short  distance 
above  Sprinirfirld,  at  Ch'^ti'au  C'rcv];.  nl)Out  45  miles  up  thd 
j'iver  from  Yankton  and  the  Indian  country  began.  A  stage 
ran  between  Yankton  and  AVhite  Swan,  via  Star,  Bon  ITomme, 
and  Springfield.  From  AYhite  Swan  (opposite  Ft.  Randall) 
the  government  mail  was  carried  on  up  the  river  by  buckboard 
or  courier  service. 

Before  light,  on  ^Monday  morning  following,  I  went  to  the 
})Ostothce  and  climbed  into  the  stage  beside  The  driver,  and  was 
off  for  the 

Upper  MissoiLri  V/ilds 

(I  also  had  a  commission  from  the  Pioneer  Press'^  as 
special  correspondent.)  The  weather  was  clear  and  frosty. 
About  8  o'ek)ck  we  reached  Star  postoilicc,  about  11  miles  out; 
about  10  o\'b)ek  we  drove'  into  l->on  lloiume,  then  county  seat 
of  the  county  of  the  same  name:  There  were  a  few  buildings 
there;  Widow  Cogan  ran  a  iiotel.  there  Avns  a  store,  a  doctor, 
a  smithy.  Xotwithslanding,  the  burg  was  a  pretentious  one 
and  \eas  hopeful  of  bein-j-  the  territorial  capital  some  day.' 
Spi'in'^Held  was  reached  before  no(Ui.  It  was  a  handel  oi'  uTeat 
pretenii(^ns,  had  a  g(vvernment  land  otlice  anei  a  population  of 
ai)out  100.  among  tliem  such  live  wires  as  Geo.  AY.  Snow,^  tlie 

enf;a^fil  in  bunkiiia-  at  >rut-on,  was  a  nienUter  of  the  first  stato  let^isla- 
ture  and  imliUc  examiner  appoitument  I'C  Governor  Lee.  Ife  reniov<.fl 
to   tiie  I'acitic  coast. 

"I'ioneer  i'ress  newspaper  tlKUi  the  h-adini;-  journal  of  tlie  northwest. 

•r.on   Itornmf  capital  aspirant.     S^e  \'<'l  \'. 

N';.-(»r!4»-  W.  Snow,  liorn  in  ]'<tse>-  couni\',  Indiana.  l>ccrnil>er  1^!,  lS-12. 
S.M-v.'d  in  thf  ("ivil  ^\■ar.  in  eoinp"iiiy  F,  i^Oih  \\'i>.  fnC  T'ioinMM-  of  Spriim- 
field  and  of  the  Black  HiUs.  Meitifior  of  eoiist  i  t  ut  ionnl  eonvcntion  ]ss.'. 
state  senator  l>00-'.tl,  li.ait'-nnnt  L-.overn<>r  1  ^nt  l .  i  ;)0a.  .Married  tirst  Sylvin 
L.  Tvler.  second.  Alberta   Mead  (l>avtson). 


■  9*s 
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Sterlinn-s,"  Bly  Wood/'^  the  Stephens/^  et.  al. 

EnuHuiel  Creek  was  erosstd  a  few  Jiiiles  out  from  Spi'inu- 
lield.  There,  a  few  years-  before,  Indians  had  massacred  a 
woodehi)pper.  Aloni!-  the  dver  trail,  around  and  over  bluffs, 
across  ravines,  over  bridgeless  streams,  we  journeyed  on  till 
AVhite  Swan,  opposite  Fort  Randall,  was  readied  at  nightfall. 
''Indian  country"  beg-an  at  Choteau  Creek,  and  civilization 
ended  there.    Xot  a  sign  of  life  oil  the  river  trail  along"  the  way. 

At  AVliite  Swan  I  hunted  up  the  Reynolds  brothers,^-  who 
ran  a  little  store  there,  made  a  collection  or  two,  and  then 
"vvent  to  the  hotel,  a  log  shack  of  a  place  run  by  the  Cham- 
berlains.^" Tlie  fort  wds  about  a  mih:  sf)uth  and  east  and  across 
Hie  riv(M-,  l)ut  it  ^vas  too  to  think  uf  running  the  pickets 

that  night,  I  bunked  at  tlie  "liote]."  It  was  my  first  experience 
in  the  "Indian  country."  Out  in  the  "office''  a  bunch  of 
scpiawmen  were  tallying  and  quarreling  in  French  over  cards, 
and  in  the  timber  near  by  a  commotion  was  kei)t.  up  by  a  lot 
of  Indians,  and  a  squaw  was  p;irticulai'ly  making  the  night 
liideous  by  her  screams,  cries  ami  moans.  AVoi'd  had  come  to 
l;er  that  her  brave  liad  ])e(n  killed  and  s'he  was  mourning  for 
liim  and  w;mted  everybody  to  know  it.  All  night  huig  slie 
kr{)t  up  hei*  wierd  i-ries  and  penetra.tine  screams.  The  next 
morning  I  crossed  the  ice  to  Ft.  Randall,  bring-  shown  the  way 
through  tlie  willow  and  cottonwood  bottom  by  a  loquacious 
darky  who  some  years  before  liad  f(unid  his  way  up  the  river 
fi'om  St.  Tv>uis.  married  a  s(iua\\'  and  joined  the  Indians.  On 
Jtnd  on  lie  rattled  his  eliin.  telling  me  everything  about  the 
place  and  some  things  that  never  happened.  "  ITow  long  hab 
I'se  l)in  yere.'"  "AVhy,  sah.  me  an'  dis  Ik  ah  bull  pup  wuz  de 
lus  two  white  men  da!  eber  struck  dis  yeali  country." 

'•'Cl.'orKf  W.  StorUtm"  and  fannl\-.  Mr.  Sterlinj^-  wa.s  the  government 
t«'!#-«raph  operator  at  Sprini^tielil.  Afterwards  removed  to  Huron  and 
was  jirominent  in  affair.-!  there. 

'"laiyh  Wood,  nu-mhi-r  of  first  fterritt)rial  legislature  from  Clav  couiUv. 
See  Vol.  IV.,  ]k 

lUIon.  .James  II.  Stvjdien.s  and  family.  Mr^  Stephen.s  was  horn  in  Jo 
Daviss  couru.v,  Illinois.  Sept.  IH,  is.'.o.  Came  to  Dakota  in  1S72  aiv.l  en- 
ga'fied  in  the  hai-ness  and  furniture  business  at  Siu-ins::field.  ."Member 
territorial  lef;islature  of  i^TS-'.i;  .state  ser\ator.  18;»5  aTul  I'jn.l;  asent  Crow 
Cret^k  Indiaji  ai;encv  1S07-8.  Mari-ied  first  l':;milv  A.  Piace;  second. 
Henrietta  Hyatt. 

'-Th.-re  were  ttiree  Iie>-nolds  btotheis.  Tlenjamin  F..  John  \\'.,  and 
X.  D.  .All  Were  active  in  t-arly  affairs  in  Cluirles  .Mix  and  I'.enj.  and  John 
were  officers  in  tiie  first  county  nr'-ianiza  ton. 

••('reorne  ( 'iia  m  bfidai  n  and"famil\-,  came  to  (^linrlcs  "Mix  county  in 
lsr,T  as  contracting;-  builder  al)OUt  tlie  f^rts  and  auencirs.  Settled  on  a 
farm  near  White.  Swa:\  ami  later  estal)lishfd  a  i-oad  house  at  Cedar 
Creek.     His  son   Fiank  conducts   the    Uiverside  iiotel   at  Wheeler. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


31 


When  I  got  onto  the  military  reservation,  Ft.  Randall,  I  was 
led  by  a  picket  to  the  eomrnandino;  oftieer,  to  whom  I  showed  my 
ci'edentia.ls,  and  soon  tliercafter  I  was  mixing  with  the  officers 
and  others  at  the  fort,  Kandall  was  then  a  six  company  post, 
and  the  prettiest  fort  on  the  river  above  Omaha.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Pinckney  LugenbeeP^  was  in  command  of  the  four 
companies.  A,  C,  E  and  I,  Firs-t  Infantry,  ^^tajor  Offley  was 
next  in  command.  The  soldiers  had  a  iioarishing  Odd  Fellows 
lodge  there,  which  met  in  a  fine  hall  built-  by  the  members. 
There  was  a  sawmill  at  the'  fort,  and  lum])er  was  gotten  there- 
from for  much  of  the  building  done  at  the  post.  Col.  Lugenbeel 
had  idosed  the  canteen  or  posttrader's  bar.  the  men  looked  clean 
and  sober,  tlie  oflieers"  quaritrs  were  largv  and  well  built,  the 
soldiers-'  barracks  Avere  pretentious  and  comfortable,  and  my 
slay  at  Kandall  was  a  very  pleasant  one. 

Among  Squaw  Men. 

But  a.  few  days  later.  I  was  on  my  way  up  the  river  for 
Fort  Lovrer  Brule  across  tlie  river,  opposite  the  mouth  of  Crow 
Creek,  via  buckboard  and  via  Bijou  Hills.  Tliree  or  f(nir  squaw 
men  occupied  the  country  between  White  Swan  and  Lower 
Bruie,  namely:    Felice  Falbice,^'  okl  Papineau,'"  Xel^on,  Arcli- 

r  I'^'i^^^'^f^y   Lugenbeel:   native   of  MarvlanJ:   entered   West  Point 

irom  Ohio  in  1^^35  and  graduated  in  lS4ii.  He  distinguish. -d  himself  in 
the  ^fexican  war.  He  was  highly  esteemed  bv  the  J_)akota  pioneer.'? 
who  named  a  county  for  him,  but  later  legislatures  have  wiped  it  off  the 
map. 

ispelice  Falla.s,  born  in  France  in  iS30,  came  to  America  in  1S43  and 
to  Dakota  in  ISol.  Married  several  Indian  women  and  spent  his  de- 
?nn"a    ^TT^'*^'^^^  ^^'^^  Indian  relatives  at  Low^r  Brule  wliere  he  died  in 

190J.  ^  lie  was  a  member  of  the  territorial  k--islatui-e  of  ISGl-tJS. 
.  "'"Old  Papineau,"  was  tlie  soubriquet  of  Cnthbert  1  >ucharme,  who 
Kept  a  disreputable  roadhouse.  store  and  place  of  carousal  not  far  from 
the  present  villaf?e  of  Wheeler.  His  nickname  which  literallv  moans 
pap  watei-,  (whiskey)  quite  displaced  his  real  name.  He  was' born  at 
Sault  bte  Mane,  Canada,  in  ls-2:.  the  son  of  Jean  M.  DuCharmc.  The 
family  was  very  prominent  in  Canada  and  the  Great  Lakes  fur  trade. 
Laurent  DuCliarme,  the  grandfather  of  Cuthb.-rt,  was  one  of  the  first 
traders  at  Milwaukee.  Ho  came  to  Charles  :^[ix  countv  in  1S57.  Manv 
of  his  excesses  are  excused  on  the  ground  of  insanitv  and  as  he  died 
in  lankton  asylum  the  excuse  may  be  justined>  Julius  C.  I. use  of  the 
Sixth  Iowa,  who  spent  a  night  of  terror  in  his  place  in  IStil.  describes 
him  as  a  man  of  fine  physique,  exquisle  as  a  French  damlv  and  a  most 
gracious  host  but  when  intoxicated  a  veritable  devil.  T>r.  G  S  Adams 
assistant  supei-intendent  of  the  State  Hospital  for  Insane,  (11*14)  -savs  of 
him : 

"Tills  man  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  from  Charles  Mix  county 
June  2_\  1S94,  and  died  from  inanition  January  i  2,  1903.  1  remember  'Old 
Pap.'  as  he  was  familiarly  called  about  the  lusiitution,  when  T  first  came 
to  Yankton.  He  was  quite  a  conspicuous  cliaracter  ■  about  l!ie  place  and 
was  yery  interestitig  to  nif.  He  was  uieatlv  enfeebled,  both  mentallv 
and  phy,siealy  when  I  first  knew  hitn  alth>)UL;h  at  times  he  wouTd  relate 
some  of  his.  exi)eriences  which  were  ceri.iiiily  interestinu." 
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ambeaii'"  and  Jim  Souiers.^^  The  country  beloii^red  to  the 
Yankton  Indians.  At  Phitte  Creek,  we  stopped  to  ^et  dinner. 
Felice  had  quite  a  pretentions  plantation  there.  Four  log 
houses-  were  standincr  at^riLrht  an<rk\s,  forming-  a  square  in  the 
center.  In  each  house  he  had  an  Indian  wife  and  family. 
Hundreds  of  horses  and  cattle  were  ranj^ino;  the  hills  and  valley 
around  and  they  all  belonged  to  Felice.  lie  was  related  by 
"marriage"  to  a  great  many  of  the  Indians,  and  they  did  not 
molest  him,  save  to  sponge-  off  his  bounty.  The  squaws  did 
wliat  little  farming  was  done  and  liis  half-breed  sons-  did  the 
little  herding  needed.    He  would  sell  a  hundred  or  so  horses 


As  a  reiTesentaiive  of  the  extreiTU-  t\-i'<-  of  the  fmntuT  desperado  of 
the  early  days,  DuCharme  is  worthy  of  a  chapter,  for  many  authentic 
ancedotes  of  his  career  have  been  preserved.  Upon  the  night  which  J. 
C.  Luse  spent  in  tlie  Fapineau  house  he  was  accompanied  by  an  army 
comrade  named  Jesse  Hough.  l^use  and  Houtih  had  spent  the  evening' 
with  some  Frenchmen  who  lived  in  the  vicinit\-  and  who  were  harboring 
a  half  Indian  son  of  DuCharme's  who  just  then  was  under  parental  dis- 
pleasure, his  fond  father  having:  prom  is. -d  to  sh.oot  him  upon  sight.  At 
bed  time  the  soldiers  returned  to  DuClianne's  and  wont  to  sleep  in  the 
loft  over  the  livine:  room.  Soon  they  were  aroused  by  terrific  screaming 
and  looking-  down ^ saw  DuCharme.  with  both  liands  grasping  his  Indian 
wife  by  the  hair  and  swinging  her  around  him  with  great  force  until 
finallv  the  scalji  was  literally  t.e.n  from  ttie  iioad.  and  thus  released,  with 
blood'  streaming  frightfully  fioiTi  h(  r  wuunds,  she  made  lier  escape  to  a 
near-by-  Indian  camp.  The  soldiers  immediately  left  the  house  and  went 
to  the"  home  of  the  Frenclimen  where  tliey  were  followed  by  Old  I^api- 
neau  bent  in  carrving  out  his  threat  auainst  his  son.  The  boy,  upon 
his  fatlier  s  anproach  stood  up.  i.ar.-d  ni-  hr<  ast  and  without  a  quiver 
awaited  the  fatal  shot.  As  Xhf  old  !>ian  i-aised  his  gun  the  soldiers 
sprang-  upon  him  anil  disarmed  him.  Hi;^  hands  were  V^ound  and  he  was 
trussed  by  runninii  ilie  gain  barrel  under  his  knees  and  over  his  bound 
arms  and  he  was  rolled   into  a  corner. 

At  0!ie  time  he  was  about  to  return  from  Yankton  to  his  home,  when 
Fllison  G.  Smith,  now  (l<jl4)  judge  of  the  sui'reme  court  secure!  iiassag-e 
with  him  to  .<!)rinc field.  As  they  w-^re  proceeding  up  tlie  Bon  Homme 
road  Ducharme  aski^d  .">mith  if  lu-  vonhl  enjo\-  a  Frencli  ride.  .<^mith 
expressing  sojne  curi<jsity  to  know  the  particular  quality  of  a 
French  ride.  Fucharme  threw  the  rcii\s  to  tlu  ground,  i^iclvcd  uj)  a  heavy 
whip  and  lashed  the  team,  which  ran  furiously  until  exhausted,  and 
foi  tunati^'ly  without  injury  to  the  r-;' ssenger.  On  another  occasion  in 
Yankton  lie  attempted  to  take  h.is  freightinc  outfit  from  Henry  F.ra>lley'S 
livery  liarn  without  tirst  paying-  his  reclcdiing.  Ih-adley  jirotested  when 
he  caught  up  an  army  needle  ,uun  and  l.-velir\c:  it  at  F.radley's  breast 
pulled  the  trig--;er.  tmt  the  cait!-i'1ge  failed  to  exi)lode.  Ilefore  he  could 
remove  the  cartridi^e  and  reload  Fravllr-y  felled  him  with  a  club  and 
turned  him  over  to  the  police.  For  this  offense  he  was  convicted  and 
sent  to  an  eastern  jienitentiary. 

Wlien  a  frieiul  protested  to  him  thai  if  he  continued  in  his,  desperate 
conduct  some  one  would  shoot  him.  he  declared  that  powder  and  lead 
was  never  made  that  could  kill  him.  and  drawing  liis  revolver  shot  him- 
self in  the  mouth,  the  ball  passing  out  throuuh  !iis  cheek,  with  no  more 
serious  results  than   the  loss  of  some  teeth.  \ 

I'There  were  two  of  the  Arcluimbf  aus.  brothers  of  Canadian  birth, 
but  Anglicised  ancestry,  who  came  to  Fnrt  Fandall  in  lso9.  Tliey  wore 
Fi/.-/dam  and  Louis.  Lizziam.  m  I'.'CT.  still  lived  oti  his  farm  in  Fease 
A'alley,  Charles  Mix  count\-.  Louis  lived  at  Muleh.ead  F.end  and  died 
about'  1874   from   poison    taken    thi'ou.uh  mistake. 

I'^Jim  Somers,  l>orne  ^in  New  F.ruswick,  t  ame  to  the  Missouri  in  the 
fifties  and  achieved  a  rei>utation  as  a  desperado.  Hp  was  sergeant  at 
arms  of  the  tirst  territorial  leixislature.  He  came  to  his  death  in  a 
fan-lily  quarrel  over  a  piece  of  land  below  Chamberlain.  7n  which  both 
liimst-lf  and  a  nephew  were  killed  in  a  rille  duel.  His  excesses  were  not 
•less  desperate  TiOr   less  picturesque   tlian  ('Id  Fapincau's. 
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cuid  a  few  lunidred  cattle  to  the  govc-rinnent  posts,  or  drive 
theiii  to  Yankton  market,  about  once  a  year,  fret  a  few  thousand 
dolhij's,  liave  a  month's  drinking  and  «raniblino-  bout  at  Yankton 
and  lose  it  all.  Papineau  tried  to  kill  old  man  Bradley^^  at 
Yankton  about  this  time  and  was  then  'Unit  of  the  cotmtry/' 
Old  Archambeau  and  Jim  Somers  were'  with  Felice  holding 
down  "the  country"  and  stirring-  up  strife  among  the  Indians 
•  so  troops  would  be  called  out  and  fcibulous  prices  gotten  for 
hay,  wood  and  other  provisions.  (I  saw  a  cavalry  officer  pay 
a  squaw  man  $35  for  less  than  a  ton  of  poor  hay,  but  the  army 
had  to  have  it.)    I  will  never  tell  you  what  we  had  for  dinner 

tliat  day.    It  was  a  compound  stew  of  "c(\vote  and  " 

(something  else).  I  know  Avhat  old  Felice  said  it  was.  He  may, 
have  told  the  truth  that  time.  A  taste  was  enough  and  to  spare. 
Crossing-  Icy  Biver 
AVe  reached  Bijou  Hills  at  nightfall.  John  R.  Lowe^*^  had 
just  brought  his  family  up  from  Yankton,  and  had  built  a  shack 
at  the  foothills,  and  was  keeping  a  "stagehouse"  and  waiting 
for  the  reservation  to  be  opened  so  he  could  homestead  and 
l)reem]^t  some  of  the  choice  lands.  Lowe  t<^ld  us  of  some  of 
the  atrocities-  Fred  Chamberlain  and  others  of  ''t)oc"  :\liddie- 
ton's  Nebraska  gang  had  committed  in  that  vicinity,  how  they 
had  hanged  an  old  Dutchman'^  to  throw  ^uspit-ion  from  them- 
selves  as  to  the  charge  of  horse  stealing,  and  how  they  aided 
^Middleton  in  getting  stolen  proi)erty  across  country  from  Ne- 
braska to  AYessington  Springs,  where  Starr  Piatt  and  his 
thieves  rendezvoused.  Lowe  afterwards  became  prominent  in 
Dakota  as  a  farmers'  alliance  advocate,  refornicr  and  editor, 

«i  1   o?^T  Bradley.     Mr.  Henry  P.raclloy  of  Yankton,   a  soldier  of  the 

-To--      TT^^^I.  V-.S-  "^^''^o  canie   to  Fort  Pierre  witli  Ilarnev  October 

18oo.  He  died  in  Yankton  June  17,  l!'ll.  He  was  a  man  of  sui.reme 
courag-e  as  Illustrated  in  the  incident  related  in  note  36  of  his  encounter 
with  Old  Papineau.  When  Ducharme  drew  his  trun  upon  him  he  never 
faltered  but  advanced  directly  upon  his  foe.  Judg:e  E.  G.  Smith  was  an 
eye  witness  of  the  encounter. 

13.    '^.^^'^        Lowe,  became  very  prominent  in  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and 
Populist  movement   of  188G-1S96.  ^ 

tlT^^  '^J.^  Dutchman.-  referred  to  was  a  Mr.  Hartart  of  Yankton 
»,o^  head  of  a  ^an^  of  horse   thieves  'who 

nart  a  rendezvous  and  illicit  still  in  the  Wessin{rton  Hills,  where  they 
secreted  horses  stolen  from  tiie  Indian  reservations  until  thev  could 
fciurit  them  awan  to  be  sold  in  the  settlements,  and  where  wfth  true 
economy  of  ener^-y  they  stole  other  horses  which  in  due  course  thev  sold 
at  the  Indian  agrencies.  The  <Aanf-  was  not  broken  up  until  after  the 
fhL    ."'n'^S'^''  Governm.ent  officials  were  unable  to  find 

nA^.^^         ^^'^  -'^ettlenn-nt    it    was    found,  buried    in    a   creek    and  is 

now  m   the  possession  of  Mr.   W.  S.  Mo.Wil.  of  Huron. 

3 — 
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along  with  Loiicks,-'  AVardeUr'  et  al.  ^Nlrs.  Jjov:e  was  then  the 
only  Avhite  woman  living  between  Yankton  Agency  and  Bis- 
marck outside  of  a  fort.  They  had  a  very  interesting  gronp 
of  children,  who  have  since  made  good. 

A  few  officers  and  soldiers  and  now  and  then  a  government 
contractor  passed  that  way. 

I  left  the  tri-weekly  buekhoard  at  the  Hills  and  went  on  up 
Yvith  Contractor  Cogle-"'  of  Sioux  City,  who  was  on  his  way  to 
settle  up  a  meat  contract  he  had  filled  for  the  government  at 
Fort  Lower  Brule,  or  Fort  Hale,-''  as  it  was  known  in  army 
circles,  then.  He  was  a  Delawarean  of  Quaker  lineage,  a  gen- 
tleman, and,  as  we  both  had  come  from  homes  near  in  the  east, 
our  journey  was  a  very  pleasiint  one — with  one  exception,  soon 
to  be:  narrated. 

We  crossed  American  Creek  mid-afternoon.  In  the  side  of 
a  biutf  overlooking  the  country  was  a  dugout.  "We  approached 
it.  A  wolf  hide  was  pinned  to  the  door.  Fred  Chamberlain, 
the  desperado,  lived  there  with  an  Indian  girl  he  had  stolen 
from  Yankton  Agency  a  few  weeks  l)efore  and  escaped  with  her 
on  horseback  beyond  the  ran  ire  of  iTidian  rifles.  I  learned  after- 
"ward  he  abandoned  her  when  spring  came  and  fled  to  Nebraska 
and  rejoined  Doc  ^liddlcton's  gang  of  desperadoes.  We  passed 
many  deer  and  antelope,  some  wolves  and  thousands  of  prairie 
chickens  in  the  timber  along  the  streams,  and  many  signs  of 
summer  visitations  of  butValo.  evidenced  by  ''wallows,"  horns, 
skeletons,  etc. 

At  nightfall  we  drove  down  the  blutfs  and  struck  the  ]\Iis- 
souri  river  at  the  mouth  of  Crow  Creek.-"    In  the  timber  Avas 


23Henry  L.  Louck.s,  a  native  of  Canada,  founder  of  the  Farmers* 
Alliance  movement  in  Dakota  territory  and  i^iesident  of  the  organization 
and  afterwards  }>residetit  of  the  National  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  has 
several  times  contested  for  the  trovernor's  office  in  South  Dakota.  He 
still  lives  at  Watertown. 

2*Alonzo  Warden,  vice  pre^^ident  of  the  Dakota  Farmer.s'  Alliance  and 
manag^er  of  many  of  its  business  enterprises. 

^^Contractor  Cou:le.  a  i>rt>minent  oitizen'^and  contracting-  builder  of 
Sioux  City. 

=^Fort  Hale  vas  located  on  il\e  west  bank  of  the  Missouri  ilirectly 
opposite  the  mouth  of  Crow  I'rr-  k.  It  was  a  one  company  post  estab- 
lislied  in  1873  and  abandoned   ttn  years  later. 

=^'Crow  Creek  in  BuVlalo  county.  So  named  by  Lewis  and  Clark  be- 
cause Captain  Lewis  sJiot  a  Magpie  at  this  pont.  See  Cai)t.  Clark's 
Journal  for  September  17,  l?sr>4:  '■Cai)t.  Le%\  is  went  out  with  a  view  to 
See  Coiintrey  and  its  prodnetions.  h.-  was  out  all  day  he  killed  a  P.orYalow 
and  a  remarkalde  Bird  of  th.e  Corvus  Sp»M-ies  hmg  tail  the  upi)iT  j>art  of 
the  feathers  I'v-'  also  th^^  wings  is  of  a  purplisli  vuriateci  Gj-t-en,  the  back  & 
a  part  of  the  "vving  feathers  are  white  edged  with  black,  white  belly 
whil«  from  the  root  of   the  wings  to  center  of   the  back   is  White,  the 


1729623 

SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  35 

an  Indian  camp  of  several  hundred  bucks,  squaws,  papooses, 
dogs  and  ponies.  Cogle  wa^s  a  fluent  Sioux  linguist  and,  after 
the  scare  of  our  approach  and  the  howling  of  the  dogs  sub- 
sided, he  talked  witli  the  head  men  as  to  the  safety  of  the 
nver  crossing  at  that  point,  and  w^as  assured  that  the  ice  was 
''wasta,"  that  the-  soldiers  had  been  crossing  teams  that  day 
with  wood  to  the  fort,  etc.  My  companion  was  driving  a  span 
of  young,  nimble,  thorouglibred  Ilambk-tonians  to  a  top  buggy. 
When  the  sandbar  was  reached  the  liorses  took  the  trail  to 
the  ice  spanning  the  current.  It  was  about  two  and  a  half  feet 
down  from  the  bar  to  the  ice,  but  this  had  been  slanted  some 
by  travel.  The  horses  hesitated.  Tlieir  driver  spoke  to  tliem 
rather  sharply,  and  they  made  the  leap,  their  fore'  feet  striking 
solid  ice',  also  the  front  Avheels,  but  their  hind  feet  and  the  hind 
wheels  began  to  sink  on  the  broken  ice.  The-  noble  animals 
seemed  to  realize  the  danger  and  sprang  forward,  clearing  with 
their  hind  feet  and  with  the  hind  wheels  to  solid  ice.*  The 
channel  was  running  very  deep  at  tliis  point.  Had  they  done 
otherwise,  this  would  have  been  told  by  another,  if  at  all. 
As  quickly  as  possible  we  both  slid  out  of  the  buggy,  dragging 
our  furs  and  blankets  with  us,  he  out  on  bis  side  and  I  out  on 
mine.  Cogle  quickly  unbucked  the  lines,  threw  one  to  nie,  and 
we  both  spread  out  from  the  wagon  as  far  as  we  could  reach 
and  guided  the  team  across.  Now  and  then  the  ice  would  crack 
and  the  horses  would  give  a  spring,  but  neither  of  us  spoke  till 
we  had  safely  crossed  the  river.  The  night  was  young,  clear 
and  bright.  The  ice  and  land  was  covered  with  snow;  the  stars 
in  myriads  looked  down  in  twinkling  splendor.  In  the  quietude 
I  knew  pretty  well  what  my  companion  was  thinking  about, 
and  surmised  that  he  concluded  my  thoughts  were  along  the 
same  line — loved  ones  in  the  far  away  home. 

About  8  o'clock  Day  &  Erwin's  sutler  store  was  reached. 
jM.  H.  Day,-^  of  the  firm,  receiving  us  very  courteously  and 
giving  us  hearty  welcojne  to-  his  hospitality  during  our  stay. 

head,  nake,  breast^  &  other  parts  are  black  the  Becke  Hke  a  Crow,  ab.t 
the  Size  of  a  large  pitiion.  a  beutiful  thinu." 

*\Ve  suspect  Mr.  Hackett  was  just  sufliciently  jarred  by  the  adven- 
ture so  that  he  did  not  fjuite  apprehend  the  relation  between  the  horses 
feet  and  the  wheels  of  the  carriag-e.  Mow  did  the  beasts  get  their  feet 
behind  the  front  wheoLs. 

-•^Merrilt  II.  Day,  known  as  Col.  Day,  born  in  Wisconsin.  1S14,  died 
ir,01.    See  Vol.  III.,  p.  155. 
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I  had  a  letter  of  introduction  to  him.  He  afterward  became 
prominejit  as  a  Democratic  leader  in  Bon  Homme  county  and  in 
Dakota  territory.  ^ 

The  next  morning  I  was  abovit  my  duties  mingling  with 
the  officers  and  men  about  the  fort  in  a  business  way,  and  get- 
ting information  for  a  writeup  of  the  fort's  history.  Captain 
Ii.  E.  Johnson-'-^  was  in  cojnmand  and  the  two  companies  were 
B  and  G,  First  Infantry,  He  was  every  inch  a  soldier  and 
gentleman.  The  following  season,  in  a  campaign  against  the 
Arizona  Indians,  he  received  a  sunstroke  and  died,  insane, 
sliortly  after.  The  famous  Captain  Joe  Bush-'*^  had  commanded 
the  post  a  few  summors  hi  fore.  Ciiief  Omaha's  tribe  was  very 
threatening.  Omaha  created  some  trouble  and  Avas  arrested 
fnd  placed  in  the  guardhouse.  The  braves  of  his  tribe  demanded 
his  release.  There  were  ten  figliting  Indians  to  one  soldier  at 
the  little  post.  Tlie  demand  was  denied,  although  the  situation 
seemed  to  demand  it.  Tlie  Indians  began  their  attack  by  shoot- 
ing firebrands  of  hay  from  the  blutf  down  upon  the  stables 
and  other  buildings.  The  fires  were  i)ut  out,  and  the  approach 
of  the  Indians  t]iwai't(Hl  from  tiiat  point. 

Another  parley— aniUiier  d^Muand  for  the  chief's  release 
Vv'as  refused.  The  Indian  messengers  withelrew  witli  dire 
threats-.  Soon  the  iu\rrow  valhn-  below  'the  post  was  filled  with 
armed  redskins  breathing  vengeance.  But  tliey  halted  about  a 
niile  a'way  and  sent  messengers  to  Ca]>tain  Joe  Bush  that  they 
would  murder  erery  winte  man  and  woman  at  the  fort  \i 
Omaha  was  not  immediately  set  free.  Captain  Bush  had 
brought  out  a  few  cannon  headed  witli  grape,  canister  and  shell, 
in  anticipation  of  tliis  att^ick,  and  had  the  narrow  valley  com- 
pletely covered,  so  as  to  mow  down  the  hostiles  by  the 
hundreds.  They  repeated  their  demand  and  threats.  Captain 
Bush's  reply  was  short  and  intense:  "You  want  to  fight,  do 
you?  Come  on!  Tiuit's  me.  Joe  Bush!"  The  invincible  com- 
mander, his  shottt'd  '\smoke  wagons"  and  his  valiant  little 
band  were  too  mucli  for  the  horJe  of  red  devils.  They  p*arlieei 
— and  fled.    Thusiended  that  chapter. 

^Xot  found  in   Dictionary  of  th^'  Army. 

^^Jose-ih  Bush,  a  naiiv*'  oi'  MassachU'j.nts.  ent.-r  the  war  of  the  Re- 
beUion  as  captain  of  Conu  anv  I.  '.'th  V<  ririont  infantiy.  .\t  the  close  of 
the    war-  he    was    ti-ansi'.-rrf-'i    t-'  infantry    and    was    privon  '  brevet 

major.     He.  -howovor.  n<it  ,rai>.'    .ibove    ihe   rank   of   captain   in  thfe 

regular  army.     He   (Ued   Xuvembor  30.  lhS4. 
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At  Fort  Thompson 

■  Our  next  stop  was  at  Ft.  Thompson,  about  thirty  miles 
up  the  river  on  the'  opposite  shore.  There  the  late  Dr.  H.  F. 
Liviuf^'ston^^  of  Yankton  was  then  Indian  agent.  Just  then 
iiiueh  scandal  was  connected  with  the  Indian  agencies  and  the 
doctor  and  others  were  being  prosecuted  for  alleged  tlieft  by 
tho  government.  He  was  finally  acquitted  by  jury,  after  a 
long  and  expensive  trial.  His  many  friends  never  doubted  liis 
integrity,  and  believed  the  wrongs  alleged,  if  committed  at  all. 
were  done  by  subordinates. 

From  Thompson  to  Ft.  Sully  we  traveled  with  a  contractor 
by  llw-  name  of  Leach"-  in  an  open  wagon.  He  was  going  to 
Sully  to  coilect  for  soiue  supplies  furnished.  The  trip  was  an 
uneventful  one,  save  in  one  instance.  AVhen  near  what  is  now 
Ivuown  as  Farm  Island  in  the  ^Missouri,  we  saw  signs  of  habita- 
tion, aiul  drove  to  it.  A  blond-haired  and  fully  whiskered  deui- 
■/AU  was  living  tliere  in  a  dugout  with  a  young  squaw.  Tie  ssaid 
itis  name  was  ]\liller,  yet  he  seemed  very  loath  to  diseuss  liis 
j>ast  in  any  way.  Whcii  near  Farm  Island  we  met  a  freiglitinir 
out  lit  enroute  to  Yankton.    They  were  conveying  the  body  of 

^'I>r.  Henry  Farrand  Livinprston,  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Qucboo, 
CuMada,  April  18,  1843.  of  American  parents,  both  father  and  motht-r 
fnivu:  native.s  of  Connecticut.  He  came  to  South  Dakota  in  1S6.>  aiui 
N«"»n  after  married  Ann  Hovt,  daughter  of  the  noted  b:piscoi'al  mi.s- 
^t.*nary.  He  v/as  agent  at  Crow  Creek  from  1  872  to  1S7S  and  superin- 
t  -r-d.-nl  i>f  th?  State  In-^ane  Asyliim  at  tlie  beginning-  of  statehood.  He 
divd  at   Vankton  Febiuary  27,  1913. 

.    '^-I'erhajis  Captain  Joseph  TjCach   of   Running  Water. 

^In  1  877  Henry  and  Curtis  Borst  came  out  from  Indei.endence.  Wij?,, 
tc  visit  their  Uncle  Daniel  Borst  of  Sioux  Falls,  father  of  Hon.  WiUiam 
Horst,  mayor  of  Pierre.  At  Sioux  FaUs  they  i>urchased  four  >okH  of 
ox'-ii  and  an  outfit  of  merchandise  and  accoinpanied  by  AVUliani,  tlien 
but  17  year>  of  age,  and  Henry  Davis  of  Worthington,  :Minnesota,  started 
for  the  Black  Hills. 

Th«'y  rt-ached  there  in  due  season  and  disposed  of  their  nier('handi>.-> 
at  high  prices.  Henry  sold  out  his  interest  to  Curtis  and  th*.-  l  iltrr  en- 
ga^^Ml  in  freighting-  from  Fort  Pierre  to  the  Hills,  having  atbb '1  t''  ih- 
outfit.  In  December  lie  was  coming  down  to  the  idvcr.  liglU  load.  ti  and 
had  with  him  only  one  men.  Joe  Budd.  When  camped  on  Fi-i>/..n  Man. 
liot  far  from  the  present  village  of  Hayes,  Stanley  county,  P.orst  was 
killerl.  shot  through  the  head.  Joe  Budd  reported  that  tliey  ^\rrM  at- 
liick-ed  by  Vv'all  and  Blackburn,  two  noted  des[)cradoes  who  wcr'',  tv:-- 
rorizing  the  country  at  the  time.  Louis  BaPlant  came  along  fa.'  n<'\t 
n-oining  and  looked  the  ground  over  carefully.  Hp  Avas  not  s.ttisi.d 
with  Btidd's  story  and  believed  that  Borst  was  shot  by  P.udd  .  nifv.-tdi' 
Th.-  bod>-  was  brought  to  For^  Pierre,  whence  accompanifd  P.. 
\^  hite  of  X.  braska,  and  Shei>herd  Fales  of  Fort  Pierre.  t!ie  owj'n  wa.^ 
O'.k.-n  to  Yankton.  ^  It  was  the  party  which  was  met  by  Mr.  h'ac!<*-tt. 
{!<Tiry  Borst  is  now  living  at  Mondovi,  Wisconsin,  an<l  Virgil  rtsid^  s  in 
^i'  rriam  Park.  St.  Paul,  and  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  _t!u'  St.  I'aul 
.\c\v.s. 

.loo  Budd  wa.s  arrested  at  Yankton  charged  witli  the  murder  of 
!>''r.'-t  but  tlie  authorities  were  tmable  to  mnkf  a  case  against  him  and 
t!!.'in\-  of  tht^  pioneers  believed  him  to  have  been  entirelv  innocent  of  th^ 
gJiastly  busines:s. 
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Curtis  A.  Borst,  a  youug  man  of  a  prominent  faniil}^  of  Western 
AVisconsin,  who  Iiad  been  engaged  in  freighting  from  Fort 
Pierre  to  the  Bhick  IJills  during  the  season  then  closing.  On 
the  morning  of  Xov.  27  (1S77)  he  had  l)een  shot  and  killed 
at  Frozen  ]Mans  Creek,  on  the  Deadwood  trail;  not  far  from 
the  present  village  of  Hayes,  Stanley  county,  presumably  by 
road  agents.  Several  of  Borst 's  rehitives  have  become  promi- 
nent in  Western  alTairs.  His  brother,  Virgil,  was  a  homesteader 
in  Turner  county,"  near  Parker,  and  is  now  a  principal  owner  of 
the  Saint  Paul  News;  liis  cousin,  William  Borst  is  (1914)  mayor 
of  Pierre. 

We  passed  old  Ft.  Pierre  about  noon..  It  was  no^v  a 
''deserted  city."  Gone  was-  tlie  "life"  of  the  summer,  wlien  it 
v\'as  the  headquarters  for  X-dn  Tassel  and  Gardner 's'^^  line  of 
old  Concord  coaches  to  the  Black  Hills,  in  which  stage  line 
venture  the  proprietors  ''went  ])roke,''  and  Calamit}--  Jane,  Red 
Jacket  and  other  frail  creatures  of  the  frontier  days  ran  a 
dance  house  and  called  in  the  l)Tdl-whackers,  cowboys,  soldiers, 
etc.,  and  took  their  cash.  A  small  steamboat  that  had  been 
used  as  a  ferry  during  the  summer  lay  asliore  frozen  in  the  ice. 
The  fcAv  shacks  were  deserted — all  was  still. 

That  night,  we  camped  in  Chan  de  la  Poche  Creek.  (Chain 
of  the  Rushes,  I  think,  my  companion  said  the  name  meant  in 
French. It  was  dark  before  we  got  there. 

Lefich  took  cart^  of  the  tt-ajn.  I  took  the  ax  and  went  down 
to  the  creek,  cut  a  hole  through  the  ice,  got  some  water 
(noticed  it  did  not  sriicll  any  too  sweet,  but.  water  w^e  nuist 
i?ave),  and  we  soon  had  a  tripod  suspending  a  kettle,  and  some 
pork  and  beans  cooking  and  colTee  boiling.  We  had  not  had  a 
meal  since  early  morning,  and  ate  heartily.  We  slept  in  the 
wagon,  under  the  stars.  The  wolves  and  coyotes  scented  our 
cooking  and  soon  the  din  began.    They  howled,  barked,  sniffed 

^Van  Tas^stll  &  Gardner,  consisted  of  Hon.  C.  H.  Van  TasseU,  long-  a 
respected  cili/.en  of  Sanborn  county,  and  lion.  M.  D.  Gardner,  a  prominent 
farmer  and   le,c;islator  of   Hon   llop+nie  county. 

^Chaine  <le  jtoohe  Greek,  (chain  of  rocks).  A  sniaH  creek  enterincr 
the  Bic:  Bend  of  the  ^Missouri  from  the  northeast  near  the  southeast 
corner  of  lUmhes  county.  The  settlers  misapprehending"  the  French 
significance  call  it  Ghaney  Rusli  Greek,"  and  it  so  appears  upon  the 
modern  mai's.  Mr,  Ilackett  is  mistaken  about  tlio  stream  wliere  they 
camped  the  f\v<f  niLiht  after  pas-=inu-  Tort  Pi-Tre.  It  was  Ghantier  Greek 
which  enters  the  Missouri  fiom  theAst-st  a  litile  above  Gahi\.  This  creek 
was  so  n.anird  by  the-  French  fur  traders  because  the  "ship  yard"  of 
Fort  I'ierre  was  located  tliere. 
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and  snapped  around  the  camp,  even  trying-  to  get  near  enough 
to  swipe  something.  You  may  imagine  tlie  unearthly  noises 
they  kept  up  wlien  you  take  into  account  that  one  coyote  can 
ijnitate  the  criesj^f  many.  Little  sleep  came  to  us.  Early  next 
morning  we  were  up  and  ready  for  the  joiirney.  The  remnant 
of  the  evening  meal  was  abandoned  when  daylight  showed  us 
the  murky  compound  the  riley  water  iiad  made  of  the  pork  and 
beans.    "Where  ignorance  is  bliss/'  etc. 

Fort  Sully  was  reached  that  evening.  :\rajor  H.  M.  La 
Zelle3«  was  in  command"  of  the  two  hundred  soldiers,  H  and  K, 
First  Infantry.  I  had  a  good  friend  there  in  Chaplain  Crocker," 
Avhose  acquaintance  I  had  made  at  Yankton  the  summer  before. 
.Aly  .-.ray  at  Sully  was  very  pleasaJil.  While  tliere,  1  interviewed 
the  big  chief,  Running  i^Lntelopls.^^  If  memory  serves  me  right, 
he  told  me  he  was'  of  the  Ogalalla  tribe  of  Sioux.  He  was 
past  middle  life,  w^as  an  Indian  of  much  intelligence  and  elo- 
quence, and  stood  high  with  his  people.  He  had  been  brought 
iu  off  the  war  path  some  months  before.  I  remember  his 
graphic  description  of  the  last  stand  of  the  Ariekarees  at  the. 
mouth  of  Grand  River.  Their  defeat  resulted  in  their  with- 
drawal from  the  lower  :\Iissouri  and  Black  Hills  country  and 
the  making  of  their  home  in  the  country  above  the  Cannonball 
River,  with  their  chief  village  in  the  valley  where  :\Landan  is 
now  located,  and  where  they  had  extensive  pottery  works, 
traces  of  which  were  veiy  plain  when  I  visited  the  place  some 
weeks  later. 

''It  was  many,  many  grasses  ago,"  said  Running  Antelope, 
''when  the  Sioux  Nation  drove  the  Ree  Nation  out  of  this  coun- 
try." "How  many  years?"  I  asked  him.  He  held  up  both 
hands,  hngers  and  thumbs  extended,  three  times.    "Heap  so 

sr-Hejiry  Martin  Lazelle,  born  in   Enfiel.;!,  :\rassachusett,P,  Sept   S  1339 

f?r   e'^vii  ^'"^^^  ^^''^  l^'^O-     Served  through 

tlie  Cuil  War  and   crot  a  major's  strip.-  for  .aaUant  s^M^vioe  at  Culpepper 
Retired  from  service  Nov.   26,  1S94,  and   now  resides  in  Washin^^-fon  He 
several   important   works   amons  them:     "One  Law  in 
Ivature,"  and  "Force  and  Spirit." 

i;.,f'JH^'''-   5i^^^^-^  .  Crocker,    a    native    of   Connecticut,    who  on- 

listed  for  the  Civil  AA  ar  in  6th  New  York  cavalry.  December  14  Isc'l 
^QA-  }'."tn  Au-ust.  1S65.     He   became  a  regular  army  chaplain  in' 

1S6,.  and  retired  Christmas. -I'.^SG.  and  dir^d  April  21    l.SsS  cli  laiu  in 

jSRunnin.s:  Amelope,.  a  chief  of  a  band  of  Hunkp'apns  contemporaneous 
with   SittinpT  Bull   and    Gall,   stood    hi^di   in   the   estimation   of  hisTeop^^ 
i.^.V^'^"'!^  V^'^  was,  usually  chosen   an  one   of  the   committee  to  repl-e- 
much  f.tn  ^'^'^t't^^'  councils.     He  was  -an  orator,  but  had  not 

on^L^  T.m-th  f'^';^  ''''''  '^^  ^^'^"^  Corson  county, 

on   ine  north   bank   of  Grand   rivt  r. 


40 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COI^ECTIONS 


many  grasses,"  he  replied.  If  he  counted  right,  it  was  thirty 
years  before,  in  1847,  the  victory  came  to  the  Sioux  and  whites 
—for  it  was  the  whites  who  joined  tlie  tlieu  friendly  Sioux  in 
common  warfare  and  drove  out  the  'J^cts.  General  Atkinson^^'^ 
vv-as  sent  by  the  war  department  to  expk)re  the  Missouri  Valley, 
encourage  the  fur  traders  and  demonstrate  the  power  of  the 
government.  He  came  up  the  river  from  one  of  the  forts  above 
St.  Louis  on  flat  boats,  his  men  going  most  of  the  way  on  horse, 
and  the  boats  bringing  up  the  provisions,  ammunition  and  a 
few  small  cannon.  The  Sioux  joined  the  soldiers  in  com7non 
warfare.  The  Sioux  were  veiy  anxious  for  the  fight,  said 
Runnino'  Antelope',  and  when  the  'Kees  were  sighted  at  Grand 
River,  Atkinson,  with  much  dilliculty,  restrained  them  from 
rushing  in  .  The  'Rees  were  fortified  in  their  adobe  village, 
well  equipped  with  bows  and  arrows.  Atkinson  sent  the  Sioux 
in  at  first.  They  were  badly  defeated  and  driveii  back.  About 
this  time,  however,  he  got  his  small  cannon  and  riflemen  ranged 
and  started  the  ball  off  lively.  Tliat  was  too  much  for  the 
'Rees.  The  shot  and  shell  battered  down  their  adobe  houses, 
and  put  them  to  flight.  The  Sioux  then  rushed  in  and  finished 
what  living  remained  liehind.  This  was  the  first  time  a  cannon 
was  seen  or  heard  in  that  part  of  the  world.  The  Indians  called 
it  the  ''smoke  wagon,"  and  considered  it  something  super- 
uatural. 

There  was  an  old  retired  soldier  at  Sully,  named  Galla- 
gher,''^ who,  with  his  aged  wife,  coiulucted  a  lunch  house  for 
soldiers  and  civilians.  ^Vhile  I  was  taking  a  lunch  with  him, 
he  became  talkative  and  told  me  how  he  came  up  the  :\rissouri 
fj-om  Fort  LeavenwoiHi  about  -V)  years  before  (with  Atkinson, 
I  thhdv  he  said),  how  dry  the  country  was  above  the  mouth 
oi  the  James  River  to  old  Port  Pierre,  liow  the  grasshoppers 
rained  airainst  them  in  clouds  for  three  days  and  how  travel 
was  stopped  till  the  wind  changed  the  tiight.  Gallagher  said 
tliey  tied  sheets  over  their  horses'  faces  to  protect  them  against 
the  hail  of  'hoppers,  but  the  pel  tin  tr  was  so  severe  that  the  • 

^R^Ti^ner  Antelope  was  in  serious  error  as  to  tho  time  and  the  mat- 
ter Ge  '\'al  Ukinso.^  though  in  general  comm;m<!  in  the  west  was  not 
uir' the  river  until  ISL'o.  while  the  troubles  to  which  he  refers  occarred 
in    l'-^      cil    Tl'nrv    I ..  aven worth    was    in    command  the  expedUion/ 

''"^^(^i\l^^^;^"'•^^ot■^^m/••fi'rth;;•    information-  i..rtainin^    to    thi.  old 
soldi-er. 
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liorses  could  not  be  urged  against  such  a  storm  and  a  stop 
was  made'  till  the  storm  of  'hoppers  abated. 

Port  Sully  finished,  I  went  on  to  Clieyenne  Agency,  a  few 
miles  up  and  across  the  river.  This  was  the  headquarters  of 
the  Eleventh  Infantry,  Colonel  AV.  II.  AVood'^  in  command, 
Major  Bartlett,-^-  Captain  AVikoff,-'-^  Schwan,'^  Bowen,-'"^  Jackson,^^ 
then  on  duty  there  also.  Tlie  fort  was  called  Bennett,  and 
eompanies'  T,  D,  E.  G,  I,  K  and  also  a  company  of  scouts,  were 
f^arrisoning  the  fort.  Dr.  Craven"*"  was  agent  there.  Lew  Case^* 
boss  farmer,  Jinr  Robb,"*''  sutler,  etc.  AVhile  there  I  attended  a 
Clu'istmas  ball  given  by  the  ageiacy  employees.  There  was  not 
lialf  enough  servant  girls  and  ladies  fr(^m  the  laundry  to  fill 
Ihe  female  quoto  so  a  number  of  Indian  maidens  were  invited 
in  also,  dusky  daughters  of  the  scouts.  I  have  seen  some 
rather  amusing  incidents  in  my  lifetime,  but  this  was  up  to 
any  of  them.  The  whiteface  dance  w^as  far  ditferent  from  the 
dance  of  the  brave,  and  never  before  had  the  Indian  maidens 
been  allowed  to  terpisehore  with  man.  But  when  Aliss  Tall 
Prairie  Chicken,  Aliss  Shining  Beads,  Aliss  l^-etty  Bells,  and 
Miss  AYhite  AVing  Bird  fully  realized  they  were  "in  it,"'  they 
limbered  up  to  the  situation,  and  the  way  they  hung  on  to  the 
fellows  and  waltzed  'round  and  'round  was  a  sight  for  Willie 
to  behold.    Fortunately  for  me,  I  was  only  a  onlooker. 

••^William  H.  Wood,  -a  Mas^-acliusetts  man,  14 1  ad  uattvl  from  West 
Point.  184,^,  and  served  in  the  IMexican  and  LMvil  Wars,  died  .Jan.  1.  1  887. 

*^'Major  AViUiam  Chambers  Bartlett  ?iradu:ited  from  West  Point  in 
1862  and  entered  at  once  into  the  war,  he  rose  raiddl\  and  was  mustered 
out  of  the  voUmteer  service  in  ISthl  a  lieutenant  colonel.  He  continued 
in  the  regular  army  until  retirement  un.ier  u^e  iimu  in  1S02.  He  died 
in  \\'ashin^ton  about  1900. 

"•'■Charles  Augustus  Wikoff,  a  Pennsylvania  volunteer,  entered  the 
service   uijon   Lincoln's   first   call    in  as   a    privait-    and    rose   to  th^ 

rank  of  colonel.  He  joined  the  regular  army  after  the  war  and  was 
killed   at  the  battle   of   San   .Tuan   Hill.   Santiago.   Cuba,   .luly   1,  1898. 

^^Theodore  Schwan,  a  German  immigrant,  fnlistt-d  as  a  jirivate  in  the 
reg-ular  army  in  1858  and  during  the  Civil  War  wi.n  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain. Continuing  in  the  i-egular  army  he  rosr  lo  r.ink  of  l)i-igadi<.-r  gen- 
eral. In  the  Civil  War  he  won  the  INIt-dal  of  Honor  for  distinguished 
gallantry.     He  is  still  living-   (l'.a4)  in  Wasiiingl'Mi. 

*^Edg:ar  Campbell  Powen.  a  Wisconsin  oadt-t  at  West  Point,  g^radu- 
ated  .June  2:'.  1^63.     Retired  .June  7.  1879 

^'■•Among-  the  great  number  of  .Tacksons  servirig-  in  the  regular  army 
at  the  period  in  (luestion  I  am  unable  to  identify  this  captain. 

^•Dr.  .Tames  Craven,  long  a  resident  of  Yankton  an'i  ;it  one  time 
superintendent  of  the  Territorial   Insane  Asylum. 

*^Lucien  W.  Case,  a  pioneer  of  Yankton.  biM  11  in  Michigan  in  18.37, 
came  to  Yankton  in   186>and   died   there   F»bruai.\  I'.hJH. 

-"'.lames  C.  Kobt>.  -senioi  [lartner  in  the  tinn  '>f  -h  Uobb  v.^  Co..  of 
which  Ilob't.  C:ox  of  Y'alikton  was  the  junior  !>artner.  Mr-.  Pobb  was  a 
native  of  Lima,  Ohio,  we  are  informed  by  Capiain  Joseph  Binder  of 
Pierre,  and  came  to  l>akotr.  with  one  of  the  Iowa  legiments  in  the 
Indian  war  of  18i^3-4,  i-emaining  here  .nmiJied  in  liu.-mess  and  was  post 
trader  at  Fort  Bennett.  He  owned  large  agricultural  interests  near 
Yankton  and  died  there  before  1>^90. 
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The  "weather  during  Christmas  week  was  damp  and  foggy. 
Keports  kept  coming  in  of  many  braves  leaving  the  agencies 
and  joining  the  hostiles  aronnd  and  nonh  and  west  of  the  Bkick 
IJills,  arid  of  the  tirdbuhmce  of  AVolf  Xeckkiee  and  his  bands 
at  Standing  Eoek  Agency  and  of  the  weakened  condition  of 
the  garrisoji  of  Fort  Yates.  It  wiis  rekited  by  scouts  how  Lieu- 
tenant ^laas^''  (now  Brigadier  General  Maas)  and  his  men,  out 
from  Ivice  after  Indians  who  had  left  agencies  for  the  war 
path,  had  been  surrounded,  disarined  and  ordered  to  return  to 
the  fort  immediately  or  be  massacred,  and  how  this  leniency 
was  only  granted  \ij)Oi\  the  pleadings  and  assurances  of  the 
scouts  with  ]\laas'  soldiers,  which  scouts  were  near  kin  to  some 
c.i  the  hostiles  jiia];ing  tlie  dem-iiiids  and  tliroats.  Thousands  of 
hostiles  had  been  brought  iji  from  the  warpath  the  season 
before,  their  ponies  and  guns  confiscated  and  sold  at  Yankton 
and  Sioux  City  at  auction  and  the  proceeds  laid  aside  for  future 
benefit  of  the  Indians. 

Brigadier  General  xVlfred  11.  Terry was  then  in  command 
of  the  department  of  the  Dakotahs,  with  headquarters  at  St. 
Paul.  To  strengthen  Fort  Yates  and  Standing  Rock,  he  ordered 
four  companies  of  infantry  to  })roceeel  immediately  from  Forts 
Sully  and  Bennett  to  Fort  Yates— Captain  Leslie  Smith^-  of 
Company  F  connnanding.  The  companies  were  H  and  F  of  the 
First  Infantry  and  I  and  K  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry. 

Soon  after  Christmas  the  weather  turned  cold,  and  the 
river  was  bridged  firmly  for  crossing.  I  went  along  with  the 
trooj:)S.  The-  hrst  iiiglit  out  camj)  was  made  at  Rush  bottom, 
about  thirty  mik\s  above  Sully.  Captain  (brevet  general) 
Smith  was  in  command  of  the  troops.  1  had  my  credentials  as 
pj-ess  correspondent,  and  ^lajor  Smith  assigned  me  to 
Lieutenant  .Matthew  .AlarklaiuP'  as  a  tentmate  and  mess- 
mate. :\Iarkland  was  a  West  Point  gradtiate  and  an 
experienced  Indian  fighter,  a  good  Presbyterian,  a  kindly^ 
eoiirtcous  Christian  gentlenian.    He  had  a  negro  lad  known  as 

""^Lieutenant  Maas"  name  does  not  appear  in   tt.e  Dictionary  of  Army. 
He  now  is  (1014  »  Col.  M.  I  V   Maas  of  the  20th  infantrv. 
^■Alfred  H.  Terry.     See  Vol.   I.,  p.  142. 

"IjC^lie  Smith,  native  of  Ireland,  enli-sted  in  the  rii^-ular  ai-m^-  as  a 
private  in  1.S49  ar.d  rose  to  the  rank  of  lientenant  colonel  before  his  re- 
tirement in  iNSa. 

'^'^Matthew  ^[arklind,  enttred  the  arm.v  as  a  rrivate  volunteer  from 
.  Kentucy   in    IStn.     fie   retired.  IS'JI    with    rank    of  captain. 
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"David"  for  a  servant,  cook,  etc.  The  soldiers  set  the  officers' 
tents  first,  then  tlie  cooks',  and  then  their  own.  General  Smith 
was  the  only  mounted  soldier  in  the  party.  The  scouts-,  of 
course,  were  mounted. 

The  firsj,  night  passed.  Keveille  sounded  an  hour  before 
daylight.  Then  ''mess,"  then  roll  call  and  then  ''saddles  and 
boots." 

Soon  the  little  ariiiy  was  strc-telied  out  across  the  bottom,  i 
the  scouts  on  ahead  and  the  coniinissniy  wagons  and  soldiers  | 
pressing  on  behind.    The  scouts  led  out  and  up  on  the  blufTs  | 
for  the  upper  trial  made  by  General  ^Miles'  command  a  year 
cr  so  before,  landing  us  up  on  tlie  Blue  Blanket  Plains,  the 
highlands  bordering  tlie  Missouri  in  territory  in  what  is  now 
embraced  in'  "Walworth  and  Campbell  counties. 

Tiie  sun  went  under  cloud  soon  after  daybreak,  guarded 
by  a  bunch  of  hungry-looking  sundogs.  About  9  o'clock  in 
the  morning  the  wind  came  out  strong  from  the  northwest,  and 
with  it  came  a  blinding,  freezing  snow.  There'  was  about  a 
foot  of  snow  on  the  ground  to  stait  with,  and  the  storn\  added 
much  to  it.  the  weather  meanwhile  turnhig  very  C(^ld.  AVaneta''^ 
Bottom  was  now  about  twenty  miles  ahead.  The  scouts  said 
tliey  knew  the  way  and  could  make  it.  Deeper  and  denser 
came  the  blizzard  in  all  its  fury.  Tf  only  Waneta  Bottom  and 
timber  could  be  reached!  All  day  long  the  little  army  struggled, 
staggered,  veered,  plunged  in  the  awful  storm.  General  Smith 
rode  along  the  se^-ried  line,  ordered  each  to  look  out  for  him- 
self, keep  close  together  anel  near  the  wagons.  In  my  early 
days  at  home,  at  school  and  on  the  farm.  I  had  i^een  taught  to 
keep  up  as  near  to  the  front  as  l)()ssib]'^  This  teaching  served 
me  well  now  and  doubtless  saved  me  fre)m  jjerishing  in  the 
S'torm. 

I  knew  that  the  safest  place  now  w^is  at  the  front,  with  the 
big  wagons.  There  Alarkland,  myself  and  several  others  got. 
I  hung  to  the  back  of  a  wagon  when  blown  by  the  ])lizzard, 
pressed  my  face  to  the  cover  to  sliield  it  froiu  the  paste  lilce 
snow  and  the  freezing.    Old  Tige,  the  mascot  of  the  regiment, 

'-'Waneta  Bottom,  in  C^'ampitfll  counts-,  iianieil  for  Waneta  the  Flat- 
head Yanktonais  chief,  who  -at  om-  iIum-  ai:i  i  n  r a ined  h  is  cam])  thrre 
See  Vol.  II..  I:  lo],  ^t  sei|.  Hon.  Frunk  Ah'xan.ler,  of  Mound  Citv, 
locates  thi.s  bottom  on  .sections  :s  and  0  to'.vn  12.S  range  79. 
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walked  beside  me,  grim,  self-conscious,  brave,  silent  dog.  Some- 
times the  storm  was  so  dense  I  could  not  see  the  length  of  the 
team.  Again  and  again,  J  would  look  back  to  see  the  line 
behind.  Occasionally  the  storm  would  hesitate  a  little,  lift 
somewhat,  and  I  could  see  a  bunch  of  struggling  veterans 
behind  me  broken  in  line,  sullen  in  the  storm. 

There  were  no  beaten  roads,  no  bridges.  The  hills  were 
to  climb  and  the  ravines  and  gulleys  to  get  around  and  over 
the  best  we  could.  The  lead  mules  and  teamsters  were  veterans 
of  General  :\liles'  campaign.  It  was  remarkable  what  instinct 
or  reason  the  mules  had.  Tliey  were  better  at  path  findinir 
than  their  drivers  or  the  scouts.  Tlie  lead  mules  would  now 
and  then  bt  blinded  in  the  siorm  and  blown  off  the  trail.  They 
v.-ould  then  tack  to  and  fro  till  they  struck  the  faint  trail 
(made,  more  faint  by  the  covering  of  snow  and  the  density  of 
the  storm)  and  then  they  would  take  :t  up  again  and  keep  it 
till  forced  off  again. 

Face  Storm  and  Cold 

Darkness  came  early.  We  liad  been  facing  the  awful  storm 
for  twenty  miles  or  more— the  leader.'^  swung  in  to  the  left. 
Down,  down,  the  bluffs  they  wound,  and  a  sliout  came  back 
from  the  scouts,  faintly  at  first,  and  then  clearer,  as  the  line 
took  it  up  and  passed  it  from  one-  to  another— ''Waneta  Bottom 
is  just  ahead!"  In  a  few  minutes  we  plunged  down  from  the 
bluffs  to  ''the  Bottom,"  right  at  the  door  of  ''Old  Man Locke,^' 
scout  and  seiuawman.  The  winter  had  driven  the  deer,  antelope 
and  elk  down  into  the  bottom,  and  the  old  man  had  a  whole 
l(»t  of  their  earcas.ses  hauLring  up  in  giant  cottonwoods  about 
his  shack,  high  enough  to  be  above  the  reach  of  prowlin- 
wolves.  Camp  was  made  as  best  we  could.  Most  of  the  men 
uere  i-iore  or  less  frozen;  the  provisions  were  frozen  like  stone. 
But  some  coffee  was  made,  old  Loeke  supplied  some  of  us  with 
venison,  tents  were  pitched  in  a  fashion,  as  good  a  fashion  as 
possible  when  i)ins  wc  re  lost  and  ground  frozen  like  steel  and 
the  cold  pinehinLr  like  sin.  ■ 

Roll  call  showed  several  men  missing,  amontr  them  a  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil. and  Indian  wars,  old  man  O'Xeill,  and  several 
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Others  whose  names  I  do  not  now  recall,  save  that  of  a  brij^ht, 
winsome,  hearty  lad  in  his  teens,  named  Cam])bell,  who  had 
run  away  from  his  home  in  Cincinnati  to  seek  adventure,  had 
enlisted  in  the  service,  had  been  mustered  in  and  had  joined 
the  regiiiient  only  a  few  days-  before  the  order  to  march  was 
given.  Campbell  had  been  missin^^  since  early  in  the  afternoon, 
they  said.  And  O'Neill  was  last  seen  about  ten  miles  back. 
General  Smith  ordered  the  scouts  back  up  the  bluff  to  see  if 
the  missing  could  not  be  found.  The;  scouts  rode  a  little  way 
and  then  came  back  and  reported  that  it  was  impossible  to 
make  any  headway  against  the  storm,  and  to  continue  meant 
death  to  \hem.  Yet  we  all  hoped  tluU  the  missing  were  yet 
living  and  that  they  would  weather  tlie  storm. 

Tiiere  was  little  sleep  in  camp  that  night.  Snow-covered 
gj'Ound  for  a  resting  place,  frosted  limbs,  frozen  cheeks  and 
noses,  did  not  woo  ^Morpheus  to  the  little  army.  General  Smith 
did  the  best  he  could  with  the  little  means  he  hael  to  relieve  the 
suffering. 

^Morning  came.  No  report  froin  the  missing.  Four  days' 
provisions  hael  only  bee]i  supplied  the  command.  The  troops 
coulel  not  stop  there.  They  could  not  go  back.  Tlie  only  thing 
to  do  was  to  press  forwarel  and  I'eaeh  shelter  anel  food  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The  seconel  day  out  the  snow  was  not  so  blinding  as  befoi-e, 
but  the  cold  was  more  intense.  All  day  long  the  saddeneel 
little  army  pressed  forward.  Up  hill,  down  hill,  wagons  over- 
turneel  again  and  again,  provisions  and  eeiuipment  buried  in 
the  snow,  anel  as  much  as  could  be  fished  out  only  was  saved; 
wagons  arighted,  the  line  moved  on. 

That  night  we  reached  ]\Iarsh  Bottom,  and  went  into  camp 
informally  the  best  we  could.  Thirty-seven  degrees  below  they 
said  it  was.  The  wind  blew  a  hui'i'iean<\  Trees  creaked,  brush 
rattled  down  upon  us.  Onr  tent  was  fastened  elown  as  best 
we  could.  ]\Iarklanel  anel  myself  turned  in  and  pressed  close 
to  each  other  in  an  effort  to  woo  a  little  warmth.  All  clothing 
we  hael  to  wear  was  kept  on,  and  yet  we  could  not  sleep  for 
the  stinging  cold.  The  teamsters  tried  to  bed  in  their  wagons, 
r.nd  our  negro  boy  David  tried  to  lodge  with  them.  About 
midnight  the  winel  blew  the  tent  pai'tly  off  of  us,  yet  we  could 
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not  aright  it,  and  so  we  laid  out  partly  in  the  open  under  the 
star&,  rolled  up  in  our  coats  and  blankets  as  best  we  could. 
Morning  came  at  last.  IJeveiile  was  sounded.  IMarkland  called 
David  to  come  and  start  a  fire  in  our  tent  stove  so  he  could 
warm  up  some  of^  the  frozen  canned  meat  and  beans  and  make 
a  little  coffee.  Finally,  David  came,  brought  a  few  leaves  and 
sticks  lined  wiih  snow,  touched-  three  or  four  matches  to  the 
bunches  alternately  and  then  called  out,  ''Massa  Markland, 
Lor'  it  am.  so  cold  do  fiar  won't  burn.  Then  he  disappeared 
and  left  us  to  our  fate.  Soon  curses  and  kicks  from  the  cook 
brought  him  back  again.  He  had  been  standing  over  the  live 
coals  trying  to  warm  his  feet.  A  faint  fire  was  got  at  last 
in  our  sheetiron  stove,  but  the  blaze  went  out  before  our  grub 
could  be  warmed. 

General  Smith  ordered  the  march.  An  officer  reported  to 
him  that  the  teamsters  refused  to  move,  that  their  teams 
remained  unharnes-sed.  The  first  duty  of  a  soldier  is  to  obey 
orders.  It  is  also  his  continuous  duty.  General  Smith  had 
been  ordered  to  march  post  haste  with  four  companies  and 
strengthen  Fort  Yates.  He  knew  not  whetlier  the  fort  was 
besieged  by  hostiles  or  not.  It  was  his  to  do.  Tlie  teamsters 
also  had  sworn  to  obey  orders.  It  wjis  not  theirs  to  hesitate, 
not  theirs  to  ask  why— only  theirs  to  do  or~die.  Mutiny  w^as 
on.  The  mutineers  were  given  ten  minutes'  to  have  their  mules 
hitched  to  their  wagons  and  ready  for  the  march.  They  were 
told  to  do  or  die.  They  replied  that  they  would  as  soon  die 
there  as  out  on  the  howling  prairie.  The  officer  held  the  watch. 
He  called,  "One  minute" — "two  minutes''  and  on  up  to  six. 
Then  a  teamster  suddenly  wavered,  he  spi'ang  for  his  harness 
— the  other  followed.    The  officer  never  called  "ten." 

All  day  long  the  brave  struggle  was  kept  up.  Close  Avatch 
was  kept  of  the  line,  and  when  a  fellow  went  down  some  one 
woidd  help  him  up  again.  I  kept  close  up  to  the  head  wagons.. 
The  blizzard  was  otf  but  the  cold  was  intense  and  the  snow 
lifted  and  curtained  and  fringed  along  in  the  gale  right  into 
our  faces. 

Along  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  it  seemed  as  if  I 
could  not  pull  myself  forward  another  step.  .  I  lost  my  grip  on 
the  wagon  cover  as  the-  wagon  veered  around  a  turn  in  the 
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bluff  and  slid.  I  went  down.  ''Get  np  and  on,  stranger/' 
called  one  of  the  veterans,  "Fort  Yates  is  only  six  miles 
•ahead."  I  had  seen  others  go  down  and  heard  them  beg  to  be 
left  alone.  I  now  know  their  reason  why.  I  was  so  near  ex- 
hausted >and  so  mnnbed  that  the  first  impulse  was  to  stay  there. 
Yet  when  the  thought  of  the  old  home  back  in  New  Jersey,  the 
loved  ones  there  and  elsewhere,  broke  through  the  mental 
numbness  ,  the  desire  to  see  them  again  grew  strong  and  buoyed 
me  up.  A  wagon  was  crunching  the  snow  as  it  passed  me.  I 
raised  myself,  seized  the  endboard,  struggled  to  my  feet,  and 
-struggled  on. 

It  was  nearly  sundown  wh.en  tlic  sorry  little  army  pulled 
into  Fort  Yates.    The  scouts  had  ridden  ahead  and  informed 
the  commandant.    The  hospital  Avas  a  long,  wide,  two-story 
building.    Here  the  enlisted  men  were  taken.    I  went  with 
-them.     The   mammoth   ten-plate   stoves  were  redhot,  eating 
<jottonwood  and  scrub  oak  and  cedar  like  sawmills.    I  remem- 
ber I  was  placed  close  up  to  one  of  the  redhot  stoves,  bundled 
in  all  my  clothing.    I  was  too  numl)  to  feel  the  warmth  for 
several  minutes.    A  surgeon  and  the  hospital  steward  came 
along,  painted  our  frozen  parts  with  iodine,  poured  hot  stim- 
ulants down  our  throats,   and  yet   I  was  numb,  unfeeling. 
Finally,  wannth  began  to  come,  and 'with  it  the  thousands  of 
benumbed  nerves  renewed  life.    The  pain,  the  agony  that  fol- 
lowed, I  will  never  forget.    The  hospital  steward  was  named 
Saddler.    He  was  from  the  part  of  the  Fast  I  had  lived  in  at 
one  time,  and  this  new  acquaintance  soon  ripened  into  deep 
friendship.    Two  weeks  Avas  I  in  the  hospital. 

Himting'  Missing'  Men 

The  weather  moderated,  a  detail  was  sent  back  to  find  the 
missing  men  if  possible.  Some  had  wandered  away  from  the 
trail  and  were  buried  in  the  snow  and  were  never  found.  The 
lad  Campbell  was  of  this  number.  The  bodies  of  old  veteran 
O'Neill  and  a  few 'others  were  found  and  brought  back  to 
Yates.  On  a  briglit  Sunday  morning  soon  following,  there  was 
a  military  funeral  in  the  post  chapel  and  burial  in  the  post 

•^^Thomas  Leonidas^  Crittenden  of  Kentucky  enUsted  in  1S?6  and  rose 
Irorn  the  ranks;  was'  brevet  ted  brigadier  general  for  gaUant  conduct  at 
Stone  liiver.    He  retired  in  1S81  and  died  in  lSy;5. 


48 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


cemetery.  It  was  deeply  impressive  to  the  survivors  of  the 
blizzard-stormed  command  especially.  The  funeral  service  was 
read  by  the  chaplain.  The  march  to  the  ^.raveyard  was  to  the 
tones  of  "The  Dead  .Alarch."  There  were  a  few  words  spoken 
at  the  grave.  The  coffins,  shrouded  with  the  stars  and  stripes, 
were  let  down.  The  bugler  sounded  "Taps— lights  out."  Tears 
streamed  down  the  cheeks  of  many  a  survivor.     And  their 

thoughts—" It  might  have  been   

Yates  was  tlie  winter  home  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 
Colonel  T.  L.  Crittenden""'  was  away  on  leave  of  absence;  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  W.  P.  Carlin,-  next  in  rank,  was  in  command.  The 
captains  ^^ere  l^earson,  Tlowe,-'^  Boyd,-'  Gallupke.'^*^  Smith.  .AIc- 
J)ougall.'-'i  It  was  tlie  strongest  post  below  the  "Xorthern 
Pacific  Crossing"  and  in  the  heart  of  the  hostile  country.  It 
had  recently  betn  rebuilt,  re-ordnanced  and  well  strengthened. 
Thousands  of  hostiles^  were  roaming  the  country  West  and 
Northwest,  beside  about  2,500  semi-hostiies  were  camped  at  the 
agency  nearl)y,  many  of  them  late'  of  Sitting  Bull's  army. 

A  few  days  after  this  I  began  my  work  ao-ain.  I  wrote  up 
the  incidents  of  the  past  fortnight  for  the  Herald  and  Pioneer 
iVess,  mailed  it  to  them,  and  when  I  got  to  Bismarck  the  mai^s 
brought  the  latter  paper  4o  me. 

I  made  the  .journey  from  Fort  Yates-  to>ort  Rice  in  a  buck- 
board  with  the  son  of  Indian  Agent  Ilucrhes.^^-  When  down  in 
the  Cannor.bnll  Valley  a  l)unch  of  old  Chief  Cold  Iland^s  band 
cut  on  a  marauduig  expedition,  fired  several  shots  at  us  The 
bullets  whistled  aro.nul  our  heads.  Hughes  put  his  horses  to 
a  dead  run,  and  we  heat  them  up  out  of  the  valley  to  the  high 

West  pJ/Mrin'^fATrrfd  '^I'TsU'  -notary  academy 

five    promotions    for    KaUant  terVice   in  Lt^^^^^ 

general  in  1803.     He  died  in  looV    Tii  '^etirod    a  bntradier 

"Dug-  earlin,  of  Stanley  count  v  '       ^"  "''^^^  ^^  '^^1  hnoy.'n 

,       '^^^'n\T^^^^^^^  identify  this  one. 

Civil   War  from   ^vV^-ork'?.;a'  r  .';airAn/^  '''''''''  ^^^^ 

tired  in  1S79  and  died  November  1895  '^''^  regular  army.     He"  re- 

of  thTA^rmr'  '''''  Historical  Register  and  Dictionary 

Kan:^^?^?8^^"rn^s^b^r;;^t.;v  ^^^^^^^^ 

jvas^ie-d^^:;-.-^^?:^.^"^  -    --n.   -c..  ^  r.c^^l.  .nd 
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land,  and  they  did  not  follow  us  further.  Cold  Hand  (so 
named  because  of  his  withered  hand  was  reported  out  on  tlie 
warpath,  but  we  were  not  looking:  for  him.  He  had  been  shown 
a  *^ood  many  favors  by  the  military  authorities  in  the  hope  of 
securing  his  influence  in  favor  of  tlie  whites,  but  his  heart  had 
suddenly  turned  bad  and  he-  was  out  for  a  little  foray.  After- 
wards he  was  brought  in  and  punished  and  later  becaine  quite 
peaceable. 

While  at  Yates  and  Rice  I  interviewed  some  of  the  officersr 
and  soldiers  who  were  in  the  battle  of  the  Little  Big  Horn, 
June  26,  1876--ainong  them  Colonel  (Captain)  F.  W.  Benteen.^^ 
He  was  very  bittei-  toward  Custer,  and  charged  him  with  being 
foolhardy,  unskilled  in  Indian  warfare,  rrckkss  with  the  lives 
of  his  officers  and  men.  It  is  needles.^^  for  me  to  recount  my 
interviews.  Volumes  have  been  written  upon  this  subject  and 
public  opinion  is  formed  and  the  syinpathy  is  with  Custer. 
Benteen  commanded  the  left,  Custer  the  center  and  Keno  the 
right.  Reno  met  the  enemy  first  and  was  driven  up  into  the 
timber  with  severe  loss.  Custer  caught  the  full  ebb  tide  of 
the  victors  as  they  swung  back  upon  him  and  snuffed  out  his 
connnand.  Benteen  said  he  had  ol)cyed  orders;  that  the  dis- 
tance traveled  in  making  the  eitarge  was  t\v4<?e  as  long  as 
Glister  anticipated,  that  horses  and  men  wei-e  jaded  by  the 
long  ride  and  the  very  hot  weather,  and  that,  when  Custer 
struck  the  Indians  the  horses  and  men  were  too  fagged  to 
handle  themselves,  but  staggered  in  their  fatigue  like  drunken 
men.  Benteen  heard  a  brisk  firing  as  the  warriors  clashed,  then 
the  volleys  grew  fainter  and  the  shots  further  between,  and 
soon  all  was  quiet  again.  Benteen  had  three  companies,  he  was 
nearly  three  miles  away,  and  thought  Custer  had  had  a  brush 
with  old  Bull,  and  the  latter  had  retreated.  Every  eighth  grade 
pupil  is  familiar  with  the  secpiel. 

Stationed  at  Yates  and  Rice  that  winter  were  young 
officers  Avho  subseepiently  won  high  position  and  fame  in  the 
service  of  their  country.    General  L.        :\[aas  (then  first  lieu- 

•^Frederick  WiUiam  Benteen,  a  Virginian,  entered  the  army  in  1861 
from  Missouri,  He  continued  after  the  war  in  the  Tth  Cavalry  and  com- 
manded the  left  at  Little  Bighorn  and  did  not  set  into  the  regular  en- 
Ka^'cment.     He  died  June   22,  1898. 
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tenant).  Lieutenants  Kinzie/'^  .Maas/^^  F.  F.  Kisling-buiy,^^  Bates," 
and  others.  I  well  renieinber  the  mild-eyed,  blonde'  Kislingbury. 
He  was  chief  of  scouts.  One  night  he  made  a  very  important 
-capture  of  the  Davis  band  of  horse  thieves  and  marauding 
desperadoes.  Friendly  Indians  of  AVolf  Necklace's  band  had 
ai)praised  the  scouts  tliat  a  body  of  men  with  wagons  and 
horses  were  traveling  down  the  river  in  the  timber  on  tho 
opposite  side,  camping  in  the  willows  by  day  and  traveling  by 
night.  At  the  rate  the  outfit  was  going,  Kislingbury  expected 
it  to  pass  the  fort  that  "Wednesday  night  at  about  midnight. 
He  took  a  detail  of  Indian  scouts,  crossed  the  ice  at  about 
midnight  to  interee])t  and  capture  them.  The  trail  shov/ed  that 
they  had  passed  a  little  earlier  than  expected  and  had  gone  on. 
Kislingbury  grouped  his  scouts  and  followed,  A  couple  of 
miles  or  so  down  the  Indian  scouts  sniffed  a  campfire.  Kisling- 
bury-, in  recounting  the  capture  to  me,  said  that  so  stealthily 
did  his  men  approach  that  not  even  a  twig  or  dead  limb 
crackled  under  their  moecasined.  silent  feet,  and  the  surprise 
was  complete.  There  wrre  five  of  the  bandits  and  twelve  of 
the  scouts.  So  close  did  tlie  scouts  a])pr()ach  before  tlie  gang 
obseiwed  them,  as  the  bandits  sat  eating  lunch,  tliat  the  scouts' 
rifle  barrels  pressed  their  breasts  before  the  quarry  knew  the 
scouts  were  near.  The  gang  was  later  taken  to  Bismarck  for 
pre^.iminary  hearing,  later  still  to  Fargo,  where  they  were  tried 
in  the  Federal  court  and  given  stiff  sentences  in  a  Federal 
penitentiary.  Lieutenant  Kislingbury  was  later  chosen  as  one 
of  the  men  of  great  bravery  an,l  fortitude  to  seek  the  north 
pole  in  the  Greeley  expedition,  lie  never  came  back,  but  drew 
a  "dead"  number  ami  \\as  eaten  by  his  survivors  just  befiU'e 
their  rescue.  He  was  as  mild  liiannered  as  a  woman,  as  tender 
R9  a  sister  aiul  as  brave  as  a  knight. 

<^Cannot  identify. 

.-  '^Xot  in  Army  [.>icr irMiary.  <Then  first  Ueutenant  "L..  'SL  Muas.  as 
sistant  surgeon,  SiaiKUn-;  Kock  ;i'-roncv).  See  War  Record.^.  Uoster 
Troop  U.  S.  Army,  Jaii.,  I-Tn,  Washirieton.  [>.  C.  Also  second  Ueutenant 
M.  I).  Maus.  tlien  of  Cnnpaiiy  !>,  1st  infantry,  at  Standing-  Hock  Agencv. 
He  is  colonel   20th   infanlr.w   Montfre:--.  C.  D. 

..  ^'Frederick  F*>ster  Kis!inu!.ury.  an  l^n.^rli'^hman.  wl.o  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  the  filth  N-  w  V..rk  infantry  in  1S64.  He  died  in  ISSl  ^s•hile 
with   Gr.>eley   in  the  Aretic  r^  uious. 

"^John  e'oalter  I'at-s  of  Saim  I.onis:  .-nlisted  in  May,  1*<G1.  as  second 
lieutenant.  ■  Maile  tin*  r-vord  in  ("ivil  War  and  in  the  1 'hili ppiiies.  He 
now   resides  in   \\'aslunt;ti>ii,  a   rttii'-d  lit-uteiiant  general. 
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From  Rice  to  Bismarck 

The  joiirne}'  made  from  Kice  to  J^i^^marck  was  made  with 
Deputy  United  States  Marshal  Ben  C.  Ash,^^  who  came  down 
Avith  an  assistant  and  two  open  wagons  and  took  the  five 
Davis  outlaws  to  the  now  North  Dalvota  Capital,  then  the 
villarge  of  Track's  End,  or  the  village  of  shacks,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  proposed  Northern  Pacific  crossing.  Each  prisoner  was 
handculfed  and  shackled,  and  the  conveyance  was  made  without 
special  incident.  .  ^ 

On  our  way  up  into  the  heart  of  the  Indian  country, 
hundi-eds  of  Indian  "graves"  were  apparent  along  the  route. 
These  "graves"  were  not  in  the  gi'ound,  but  secarely  fastened 
high  up  in  the  trees,  out  of  the  way  of  desecration  by  wild 
animals  and  somewhat  removed  from  passing  enemies.  Some 
of  them  had  been  cut  down  by  soldiers  or  others  and  the 
trinkets  buried  with  the  dead,  stolen  and  often  the  remains 
were  desecrated.  The  dead  were  bound  and  rebound  and 
wound  and  rewoimd  in  woolen  blankets  or  skins  and  fastened 
firmly  with  thongs  to  the  forks  of  tiie  trees.  It  was  then 
winter,  the  trees  were  bare  of  foliage  and  these  "graves."  like 
dark  spots,  could  be  seen  at  long  distances.  The  Indians  buried 
tlms  when  the  gromid  was  frozen  or  when  fleeing  from  the 
enemy,  and  supposed  the  dead  being  nearer  the  Great  Spirit 
he  would  protect  them  when  up  toward  tlie  heavens. 

One  day,  wliile  out  on  a  wolf  hunt  witli  Kislingbury  and 
other  officers.  I  rode  down  to  look  at  llie  legendary  "standing 
rock,"  frojn  which  the  agency  took  its  name.  Even  tlien,  the 
Indians  kept  the  rock  decorated  witli  strips  ol'  red  flannel,  and 
placed  meats  around  it  for  the  spirit  of  the  dead  to  appease 
her  hunger.    Tlie  story  is: 

Some  time,  far  back  in  the  history  of  the  Sioux  Nation,  a 
squaw  was  crossed  in  love,  lost  her  brave  to  aiu^ther.  and  as 
tiie  tribe  was-  .journeying,  she  refused  to  l)e  comforted  and  sat 
down  there',  and  the  Great  Spirit,  in  liis  anger,  turned  her  body 
to  stone.    It  took  considerable  stretch  of  imagination  to  see 

*''*Ben  C.  Ash,  born  at  Reymotd  Station.  Indiana,  Dec.  19.  IS.ll  Came 
to  Dakota  territory  December  24.  1S59.  Has  been  sheriff  of  Hufihes 
<'Ounty,  assent  of  the  Lower  F.iiile  In.Uans  an.J  loni^-  a  deputy  United 
States  marshal.  Hii^^  homo  (ll'll)  I-\uth,  S.  D.,  where  he  is  extensively 
eng-agred   in  farming-  and   .-tock  raisinK- 
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a  sitting  squaw  in  that  stone.  Yet  the  Indians  saw  it  and 
believed  the  story. 

Among  the  Bucks 

One  day,  while  at  Fort  Yates,  and  while  on  a  wolf  hunt 
with  Kislinglniry,  ]^Iaas  and  other  officers,  I  pulled  niy  horse 
(a  splendid  bay,  17  hands  high,  strong  and  swift,  assigned  to 
me  from  Custer's  old  Seventh  Cavalry)  down  a  ravine,  and 
cut  into  the  big  timber  along  the  river  bottom.  "Snow  Ball," 
Lieutenant  ]\[aas'  16-year-old  negro  servant,  whom  he  had 
brought  up  from  the  old  Kentucky  home,  and  who  was  riding  a 
fleet  pony,  followed  me.  Soon  I  ran  plump  into  a  vast  con- 
course of  Indian  teepes.  in  the  center  of  which  was  a  big  tent 
of  skin  covering.  Outside  were  hundreds  of  squaws,  papooses, 
larger  children  and  a  good  many  lads  far  in  their  teens.  I 
threw  my  rein  to  Snow  Ball  and  told  him  to  hold  my  horse 
till  I  came  back.  Inside  the  big  tent  were  gathered  about  300 
braves,  "bucks"  late  from  the  warpath.  They  were  in  two 
groups,  one  group  was  just  down  from  Berthold  for  a  visit.  I 
could  understand  some  Sioux  in  those  days,  and '  ascertained 
that  the  visitors  were  related,  but  had  become  separated  during 
the  Custer  campaign  and  later  had  likewise  been  captured  and 
brought  in  from  the  warpath,  and  now  they  were  having  a  war 
dance  and  recounting  the  iucidcmts  of  the  warpath.  They  were 
stark  naked  except  for  their  clouts,  painted  hideously,  their 
backs  striped  in  paint  to  reseml)le  gopher  stripes  and  the 
colors  of  other  animals,  and  all  the  time  the  drums  or  chace 
gas  (made  of  tanned  skins  stretched  tightly  over  kegs)  sounded 
the  tum-tum,  tum-tum,  at  times  loudly  and.  at  other  times  less 
noisily,  and  to  this  the  sitting  braves  chanted  their  war  songPi 
and  the  dancing  braves  kept  step,  meanwhile  giving  out  their 
lie-yah,  hi-yah,  hu-yah,  e-alls.  and  dancing  and  circling  nearey 
and  nearer  to  the  council  lire  and  the  hairy  entrailly  animal 
stew  boiling  in  the'  pot  suspended  over  the  fire.  Now  and 
then,  in  turns,  a  brave  would  shoot  out  from  his  fellows,  crouch 
stealthily  before  the  fire,  draw  his  hunting  knife,  take  aim  at 
the  floating,  bubbling  stew,  then  grab  a  piece  of  the  stew,  cut 
arounel  it  Avith  his  laiife  as  if  he  were  scalping  it  as-  an  enemy. 
Then  there  would  be  a  big^  ''huhhuh"  anel  great  grunts  of 
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satisfaction  from  bis  fellows.  lie  in  pantomime,  was  describing 
an  incident  of  the  Custer  massacre  and  liow  lie  won  his  scalps 
dangling  from  his  clout  belt. 

On  and  on  went  the  dance.  The  big  chief  Wolf  Necklace 
sat  stolid.  By  his  side  sat,  stark,  his  little  4-year-old  son,  who 
some^day,  it  was  expected,  Avould  succeed  his  father  as  chief. 
The  little  fellow  arose,  circled,  girated,  danced,  squatted  and 
went  through  like  pantomime  of  killing  and  scalping,  which 
.feat  was  received  with  great  unction  by  the  tribe,  Ju>st  then  a 
scream  pierced  the  air  in  the  direction  of  my  horse  and  Snovr 
Ball.  I  withdrew  to  see  the  cause.  A  dozen  or  so  younger 
bucks  were  having  a  high  time,  pulling  Snow  Ball's  avooI,  feel- 
ing and  pinching  bis  legs.  Never  before  had  they  seen  a  negro, 
and  their  incpiisitiveness  must  be  satisfied.  None  of  the  big 
bucks  paid  any  attention  to  the  affair.  The  tormentors  were 
on  the  side  of  my  horse,  opposite  to  that  I  w^ns  api:)roaching.  1 
threw  my  revolver  across  the  saddle  full  in  their  faces,  grabbed 
the  rein  from  Snow  Ball,  vaulted  in  the  saddle  anel  pulled  out. 
It  was  noonday,  a  thousand  soldiers  were  within  five  miles,  and. 
while  I  was  not  afraid,  I  die!  not- care  to  get  into  a  'mix-up'' 
Avith  the  bucks,  and  gave  free  rein  to  my  horse.  He  was 
somewhat  frightened  and  swept  through  the  timber  like  the 
wind.  No  matter  how  fast  my  horse  ran.  Snow  Ball  urged  his 
pony  close  to  my  horse's  flank.  I  could  not  lose  him.  AVe  soon 
readied  the  bluff  country,  overtook  the  hunting  party,  and 
enjoyed  the-  laugh  the  officers  had  when  told  of  the  incident, 

I  was  anxious  to  learn  of  Lidian  ways  and  customs,  and 
went  elown  to  the  camps  often  to  study  them.  They  hael  a 
game  something  like  LaCrosse  in  which  they  were  very  expei't, 
and  coulel  throw,  richochet  and  wiggle  the  wicketlike  weda-e 
with  wonderful  elexterity.  Hundreds  of  the  tribe  would  turn 
out  and  watch  the  throwers — and  bet  Iheir  limit  on  the  game. 
I  have  seen  even  se[uaws  part  with  their  beads,  their  blankets 
and  trinkets  in  the  fascination,  till  the  goods  woulel  stand  in 
stacks. 

It  was  amusing  to  see  the  young  Indian  b\u'k  in  courtship. 
Near  the  tepee  where  his  enamored  lived  he  would  post  him- 
self back  of  a  tree,  with  his  blanket  shrouding  his  whole  forin. 
Occasionally  he  would  peep  out  of  the  blanket  to  see  if  she 
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noticed  him.  If  the  Avooiii^r  ^vas  agreeable  to  her,  soon  she 
would  make  her  appearance,  likewise  liidden  in  her  blai)ket. 
Slowlv  would  he  approach,  then  pose  and  peep,  then  slyly, 
coyly^  approach  her  side—then  his  blauket  would  quickly 
envelop  her  unto  him.  The  case  was  then  ripe  for  a  dowery 
in  the  form  A  a  pony,  a  string  of  beads,  or  something. 

As  I  said,  in  tliat  day  Bismarck  was  very  new  and  sparse, 
but  big  and  proud  in  her  faith  the  future  had  in  store  for  her. 

I  met  the  Carlacds"'^  one  of  them  is  now  a  noted  judge  sitting 
in  the  commerce  court,  the  Lounsburys^'^  (the  grand  old  colonel  is 
now  attached  to  one  of  the  departments  at  Washington  quite 
prominentlv).  the  Gritlins,  Dr.  and  ^Irs.  Slaughter,'^  John  G. 
Stowell  '\  xVlex.  ]^lcKenzie  and  brother/ ^,  Kd  AVilliams,  '-^  and 
many  more  who  have  since  become  prominent  in  politics,  m 
law  and  literature. 

In  those  days  there  was  a  place  called  ^The  Point,''  down 
by  the  river  three  miles  from  Bismarck  and  opposite  Ft. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  ^^lajor  J.  G.  Tilford^'^  commanding  in  the 
absence  of  General  or  Colonel  S.  D.  Sturgis.^^  Several  com- 
panies of  Custer's  old  seventh  c^ivaliy  were  stationed  there,  and 
thence  Custer  marched  in  June,  1876,  to  his  death.  It  was 
a  rendezvous  for  fallen  women,  drunken  soldiers,  gamblers, 
desperadoes,  cutthroats,  and  had  the  reputation  of  being  the 
wickedest  spot  between  the  continence  and  the  source  of  the 
^Missouri  river.     ^^lany  a  soldier  or  tenderfoot  or  others  lost 

"  'nnin.  John  K.  Cariaiul  and  his  brother  J^^^sx-  Carland  was _  born 
at  Osu  e^u,  Noxv  York.  necemb«-r  11.  IS^-K  Carao  to  Dakota  in  IS .  ami 
loc-vted  U  F.i<marck  in  thi-  i.raclice  of  law.  Was  appointed  judge  of  the 
er??Xl-ia[  cJmVf  by  ^'residint  Cleveland  in  ^^^t  ^f^^^^^^^^"^ 
Sioux  Falls  district  After  stat.-liood  he  praeiictd  la^^  m  bioux  f  'ins 
n,^tn    the    death    of    Ju(U^e    I-Mg-.rton    ni  when    the    was  appointed 

uJo^e  'of^te'^  Unull  StPues  district  court  ^J-'^^-^^^h  Dakota  and  was 
promoted  by  President  Taft  to  the  Commerce  L  o  n  t    n  1911. 

■^'Col   Cl-ment  L   Lounsbury.  then  editor  of  the  Bismarck  Tribune. 

-iPr  Slaughter  v.-as  variously  po.st  seru:eon  at  Fort  Randall,  ort 
Yates  and  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln.  His  wife,  Linda  ^^  .  blaughter.  has 
writtpn    extensivclv   upon    Dakota    historical  topics. 

^'The   S^ow^^^^         John  G.  Siowell,   lawyer,  etc..   pioneer  at  Bismarck. 

"^^'The  McKenzies.  Alexander  McKen:de,  became  very  prominent  as 
politician;  etc.  ,     ^  ,        ,^  ^,^,f,. 

^^Wiliiams  Brothers,  one  of  these  Hon.   F.   A.  j^^\^,.5?, 
years  been  a  prominent  fmure  m   territorial  end  north  state  attans.  He 
was  a  member  of  several  sessions  of.  the   territorial  le.L^islatui  e. 

■■••Joseph    Greene    Tilford.    born    at    Geoiyetown.    Ky.,    ^ov.  Ls  9 

Graduated  fro^n  West  Point  isol.  Retired  brigadier  general  1^91.  A\  as 
livins"  in  St.  Louis,  P.m.  '  .      ^     ...     -r>  i  . 

■  -'Sampel  Davis  Stur-i-=.  fnr  whom  Fort  Sturuis,  bonth  Dakota,  was 
named  lie  was  a  native  of  L^enusylvania.  Graduated  from  A\  est  T  omt 
1847.    Died  September  28,  1S89. 
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their  lives  there,  and  little  or  nothing  was  thought  or  done 
about  it. 

Well,  my  narrative  wearies  my  readers.  I  will  close.  I 
reached  Yankton  along  toward  the  close  of  February,  via  the 
little  village  of  Fargo  and  the  growing  frontier  cities  of  ~\Iinne- 
apolis  and"  St.  Paul,  with  enough  of  adventure  for  awhile. 

In  that  day  the  Pioneer  Press  was  the  oracle  of  the  north- 
west, although  it  was  only  a  nine-column  four-page  folio. 


PROGRESS  OF  SOUTH  DAKOTA,  1914 

The  attentions  of  South  Dakotans  has  been  distracted  throughout 
the  year  from  home  affairs  to  the  war  in  Mexico  and  in  the  latter 
portion  of  the  year  by  war  in  Europe.  Nevertheless  there  have  been 
matters  of  unusual  interest  in  state  affairs.  The  practical  trial  of 
the  Richards  primary  election  law  has  been  made,  beginning  with  the 
conventions  of  the  factional  party  proposal  committees  at  the  capitol 
on  January  7  to  place  officially  before  the  voters  factional  candidates 
for  nomination  to  the  various  state  ofiices.  In  the  republican  party 
the  coatest  centered  about  the  candidacies  of  Coe  I.  Crawford  for 
senator  and  Frank  M.  Bryne  for  governor,  by  the  majority  faction, 
and  Charles  H.  Burke  for  senator  and  Henry  B.  Anderson  for 
governor,  proposed  by  the  minority  faction.  The  democratic  factions 
agreed  upon  Ed.  S.  Johnson  for  senator  and  J.  W.  McCarter  for 
governor. 

The  primary  election  was  held  upon  the  twenty-fourth  of  March 
and  resulted  in  the  nomination  by-  the  republicans  of  Charles  H. 
Burke  for  senator;  Charles  H.  Dillon,  Royal  C.  Johnson,  and  William 
G.  Rice  for  congress;  Frank  Bryne,  governor;  Peter  Norbeck, 
lieutenant  governor;  Frank  M.  Rood,  secretary  of  state;  C.  C.  Cald- 
well, attorney  general;  J.  E.  Handlin,  state  auditor;  Adolph  W. 
Ewert,  treasurer;  Fred  Hepperle,  commissioner  of  school  and  public 
lands;  Charles  H.  Lugg,  superintendent  of  public  instruction;  P.  W. 
Dougherty,  railroad  commissioner.  The  democrats  nominated  Ed. 
S.  Johnson,  senator;  Theodore  Bailey,  John  M.  King  and  Harry  L. 
Gandy  for  congress;  J.  W.  McCarter,  governor;  John  T.  Heffron, 
lieutenant  governor;  James  E.  Bird,  secretary  of  state;  L.  N.  Bicknell, 
attorney  general;  Charles  B.  Fousek,  auditor;  Jacob  Fergen,  treas- 
urer; W.  J.  Toner,  commissioner  school  and  public  lands;  Will  P. 
Chaniberlain,  superintendent  of  public  instruction. 

Richard  O.  Richards  became  an  independent  candidate  for 
governor  and  Henry  L.  Loucks  for  senator.  There  were  also  full 
tickets  by  the  prohibitionists  and  socialists.  The  election  in  Novem- 
ber resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  entire  republican  ticket,  except  that 
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Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Gandy  of  the  democraiic  ticker  -ere  cLosen 
senator  and  congressman  respectively. 

Several  questions  were  submitted  as  constitntional  ar_e-  Iiier.:s 
and  referred  acts,  the  most  notable  of  which  was  -cr^e'  5  ~:i::i?e, 
which  was  defeated.    The  elections  created  much  lei=  :r-e  Msial 

interest,  but  abon:  7"  per  cent  of  the  total  vote  being  pollel 

Assessment:  The  nevs  fiscal  policy  involved  in  the  creation  of 
the  Tax  Commission  a-i  the  enforcement  of  the  policy  of  full  value 
assessment  of  property  were  indirectly  at  issue  in  the  campaign  and 
the  result  of  the  election  v/as  the  approval  of  the  policy  by  the 
people.  The  assessments  of  li*12  under  the  old  sys^tem  and  1913  and 
1914  under  :i.e  ne^-  poli:y  are  g-ivei:  in  the  subjoined  table: 


li*12  !  1013  1014 


Aurora   

Beadle   

Bennett   

Bon  homme  

Brookings   

Brown   

Brule   

Buffalo   

Butte   

Campbell   

Charles  Mix  

Clark   

Clay   

Codington   

Corson   

Custer   

Cusrer.  Unorg.   .  .  . 

Davison   

Day   

Deuel   

Dewey   

Douglas   

Edmunds   

Fall  River   

Fall  River.  Unorg. 

Faiilk   

Grant   

Gregory   

Hamlin   

Hand   

Hanson   

Harding   

Hughes   

Hutchinson   

Hyde   

Jerauld   

Kingsbury   

Lake   


$5,017,540 

$lT._24.7oi? 

S  J.  .  .  -r  1  c  .  -J  i  5 

10,143.7^7 

o"  roc  v~"i 
O.J,o28,^  1  1 

O  1  .  ?  _         J»  -t 

3  2  6 , 5 1 S 

Q  "  rt  t  C  •> 

C  0  ^  V  ^  7 
O     J  .  _  O  I 

7,041,472 

J  ?  ,  V  4  D  ,  •  1  1 

•J  V  .'J  0  -J  ,o  \>  -J 

6  U,  50  D,o  6  1 

•J  _  .  O  t»  'J  .  'J  'J  1 

IS, 144.. 52'. 

r  —  u  c  ^  c«*fj 
o  •  ,0  O  1  .y  4  y 

u  M ,  U  -J  4 .  _  r  5 

4 ,  &  9  S .  7  -5  0 

1       O  ~  ft    4  T  — 
1  O ,  'J  1  'J  .  -r  -J  1 

l,0Sy,24S 

O   "  i  C  ICO 

•7  ~  -  O  ill 

o ,  0  •  y .  u  b  J 

7,440,499 

1  .  ^  -J  i? .  1  _  •> 

3,095,77  S 

9,4  1  D.4  4o 

N  .    1  -J  .  C  O  4 

_  c ,  U  I  -1 .  1  ^  -t 

O  <    o  V  O   A  C  A 

7,395.o00 

25. 903. ••62 

25.9  59.431 

5,202,012 

19.932,201 

20.9  S3. 670 

8,612.249 

29.515.56  4 

30.561.241 

2-200. <»1 1 

7.596.636 

7.153.576 

l.SS0,t>34. 

5.265.702 

5,310.832 

535.7  63 

784.985 

0,403.934, 

24.42S.917 

25,643.034 

7.660.213 

2  7.1 9  6,7 '4 

27.843.S61 

5,116.752 

17.471,672 

IS. 248. 563 

1.157.027 

4,186.534 

4. 070. 484 

3.S42.965 

14,630.247 

13.292.510 

5.S.74.001 

17.54  4, 7:.2 

16.957.649 

3.31S,4SS 

9.416.318 

9.904.34  S 

261.169 

278.389 

5,879.035 

15.840.157 

15,464.031 

5,752.784 

23.825,270 

24.497.933 

5,207.277 

19.6S7.976 

19.522.644 

4,763.542 

16,202.673 

16,791.519 

7.425.213 

22.206,532 

22.276.532 

4.167.642 

16.561.95  S 

17.857.965 

1,760.319 

4. 191. 189 

4.665.104 

4.94  0.517 

11.425.042 

11.758,378 

S.S«jS.89o 

34.010.605 

35.646.443 

3.3S1.4S5' 

9.450.266 

9. S66. 563 

3.546.805 

11,415.383 

11.590.775 

7.592.640 

2S.844.4«;0 

29.927.261 

6.i>13.7ll 

23.716.371 

25!219.885 
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Lawrence 

Lincoln   

Lyman   

Lyman.  Uuorg. 

McCook   

McPherson  .  . 
Marshall    .  .  .  . 

Meads   

Mellette,  


8.953,805| 
7,638,059: 
8,605,14oi 


Miner   

Minnehaha    .  .  , 

Moody   

Pennington   .  .  , 

Perkins   , 

Potter   - 

Roberts   

Sanborn   

Spink   

Stanley   

Stanley,  Uuorg 

Sully   

Tripp   

Turner   

Union   

Walworth  .  .  . 
Yankton  .... 

Ziebach   

Unorganized 


6,220 
4,952 
4,670 
5,196 
540 
4,909 

16,489 
5,889 
6,961 
5,286 
3,523 
6,812 
4,478 

12,997 
9,063 


,306, 
.006; 
,097i 
,929| 
,465| 
,594j 
,058, 
,839 

,178; 

,9581 
,620' 
,613| 

,689: 

,029! 
,170 


3,808,2931 
3,304.126; 
8,093,7461 
5,564,522 
4,015,956' 
7,231,646| 
420,319i 
866,7621 


35,426, 
29,703, 
18,253, 

1,169, 
23,586, 
13,224, 
16,931, 
12,342; 

1,452, 
19,391. 
62,237, 
22,981, 
18,323, 
11,890, 
10,800. 
24,5SS, 
15,919, 
41,774. 
20,985, 
222 
11,076 
12,2  5  4 
30,756 
22,631 
12,222 
27,632 

1.617 


230! 
2481' 
2  55 
756' 
104^ 
3431 
,029| 
;208' 
,5961 
,789^ 
.4  82 
,0671 
,9Sli 
,23i; 
.53  2 
,514i 
,175i 
.2  2  7 
.  6  2  9 
^9  9  6 
,804 
,925, 
,479 
,672' 
.338^ 
,5  5  2 
,3531 


36,418.399 
30,735,347 
17,238,594 

1,354,240 
24,608,176 
13,045,259 
17,250,776 
12,042,426 

1,843,391 
20,861,701 
65,576,643 
23,813,297 
18,153,565 
10,503,097 

9,590,592 
26,734,931 
16,509,953 
43,038,571 
20,066,021 
374,249 

9,814,234 
12,177,558 
32,520,149 
23,729,946 
11,061,453 
29,298,980 

1,811,389 


*In  1912  all  unorganized  counties  were  treated  as  a  unit. 

Pojnilation.  Owing  to  readjustments  in  the  vast  trans-river 
section,  there  are  indications  of  a  continued  slight  decline  in  the 
I>opulation.  The  school  census  taken  annually  shows  ihis  state  of 
facts.  The  Federal  census  bureau  estimates  the  population  of  the 
state  at  this  time  to  be  661,000.  This  is  probably  an  extreme  figure. 
The  school  census  for  several  years  past  has  been  as  follows: 


I  Sch.  Census  [  Approx.  Pop.  Ratio 


1910    170,402  583. S88*  i  3.42 

1911   1  174,317  i  596,164 

1912   i  172,074  !      588.593  ! 

1913   !  171,956  ;      588,090  | 

1914   '  170.983  ;      584,762  | 

!  !   ' 


^Federal  census  of  1910. 


The  Third  State  Census  will  be  taken  as  of  May  1.  next  and  the 
above  approximations  will  afford  an  advance"  basis  for  estimates 
upon  it. 
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State  Finances.  A  continued  slight  reduction  in  the  floating 
indebtedness  of  the  state  is  again  sho^Yn  this  year.  There  is  no 
bonded  debt.     For  six  years  past  the  State  Treasurer  has  made  a 


statement  to  this  department  of  .the 
The  statement  for  this  year  is  as 
1913: 

debt  upon  Nov.  12,  in  each  year, 
follows,  compared  with  that  of 

•  '  

Debt 

1 

Nov.  12,  1913 

...i 

Nov.  12,  1914 

j 

$490,000.00 
32,301.75 

$410,000.00 
15,378.61 
47,387,54 

'  $522,301.75 
38,879.35 

$472,766.15 

$483,482.40 
1  92,288.60 

$472,766.15 
10,716.25 

The  above  debt  chiefly  represents  money  advanced  by  the  general 
fund  to  the  capitol  building  fund,  to  the  extent  of  $4  52,255.52  used 
in  completing  and  furnishing  the  capitol  and  improving  the  grounds, 
which  sum  will  be  returned  to  the  general  fund  as  rapidly  as  capitol 
building  lands  can  be  sold. 

The  net  debt  upon  Nov.  12  for  each  year  since  1909  has  been: 

1909   $1,081,000.00 

1910    1.073,000.00 

1911   §73,804.00 

1912     .  575,771.00 

1913   4S3,482.40 

1914    472,766.15 

GEXEliAL  COXDITION.  The  general  condition  as  indicated  by 
the  deposits  in  .the  banks  of  South  Dakota  is  favorable  and  shows  a 
growth  in  the  reserve  cash  wealth  of  the  people.  The  othcial  report 
of  the  deposits  in  National  and  State  Banks  in  this  state  on  Sept.  12, 
1914,  v/as  as  follows: 


i 

i 

Bank  Dei)os 

Us  ; 

i 

Individ '1  Deps'ts  j 

\ 

Total 

National  Banks. 
State    Banks.  .  .  . 

$  0.031,9  4  0 
2,310.521 

51 

i 

^32.931,327.24  \ 
5  5,790,830.70  j 

$38,903,273.77 
58,107.358.21 

Total  191-1... 
Total  1913... 

$8,348.4i".8 
'  5.747,9('2 

0  4 
91 

i 

$88,722,103.94  ! 
87, .'.94, 032. 27  i 

$97,070,631.98 
93,341,935.18 

Increase   19  r4  . 

S  2 , 0  0  ,  5  0  r. 

.13 

$1,12  8,1  30.07 

$3,728,690.80  • 
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Not  withstanding  the  large  cash  reserve  a  spirit  of  extreme 
conservatism  prevails  and  the  people  are  slow  to  undertake  new 
enterprises. 

THE  WEATHER.  The  weather  of  1914  has  presented  no 
exceptional  features.  Until  January  2  0  there  was  no  winter.  A 
month  of  severe  winter  followed  and  then  came  a  dry,  warm,  early 
spring.  /Immediately  the  crops  were  sown  came  abundant  rains, 
continuing  to  the  5th  of  July,  producing  a  luxuriant  growth  of 
vegetation.  From  July  5th  to  the  23rd — a  most  critical  period — 
extreme  heat  without  rain  wrought  damage  to  small  grain,  curtailing 
.the  yield.  From  the  last  named  date  to  the  end  of  the  growing 
seasons  rains  were  seasonable  and  abundant,  followed  by  a  warm, 
bright  autumn,  continuing  to  this  writing  in  December.  The  rainfall 
for  each  of  the  growing  months  at  representative  points  in  each 
section  of  the  state  was  as  follows: 


I 

■  j  April  j 

1 

May 

June  ; 

1 

July  ! 

Aug. 

Total 

Aberdeen   

!  4.95 

2.80 

8.09 

i 

2.93  1 

1.5  4 

20.31 

 1  1.64 

4.16 

6.97 

1.62  1 

3.16 

17.55 

Camp  Crook   .  .  .  . 

 i  1.00 

1.34 

4.27 

1.62  i 

0.55 

8.78 

 1  6.05 

3.40 

3.07 

3.4  5  1 

1.50 

17.47 

Eureka   

  2.07 

2.2  0 

4. 28 

2.11 

11.91 

Greenwood   

 '  2.40 

2.6  5 

1.89 

13.45 

High  more   

3.65 

lil 

4.00 

2.01  i 

1.16 

13.14 

 i  2.96 

5.83 

11.56 

0.9  6  i 

1.29 

22.60 

Milbank   

 '  3.01 

'  3.20 

8.24 

2.39  ; 

3.S7 

20.71 

 I  2.44 

4.49 

6^36 

3.59  ! 

3.10 

19.98 

Murdo   

•  •  2.50 

2.48 

4.38 

2.1?  1 

2.10 

13.63 

 i    1.78  • 

3.54 

5.72 

1.5  3  1 

2.19 

14.76 

Rapid  City   

 !  1.58 

l.Gl 

2  93 

2.17  I 

1.9  5 

10.24 

Sioux  Falls   

 '  1.43 

4.40 

7:24 

.1.90  ; 

2.49 

17.46 

Watertown   

2.88 

3.6  9 

8.99 

0.95  ; 

1.30 

17.81 

Yankton   

 1  1.60 

1  ■ 

2.52 

4.48 

1.51  i 

! 

1.58 

12.05 

PJIODUCTIOXS..  .The  table  of  produptions  for  1914  herewith  is 
as  far  as  the  returns  are  provided  by  the  Federal  department  of 
Agriculture,  the  official  figures  of  that  department.  The  remainder 
are  from  the  best  available  sources,  compiled  by  this  department. 
The  values  are  prices  paid  producers,  determined  by  the  Department 


of  Agriculture: 

Wheat,    33,075,000    bushels  $32,267,000 

Corn,   75,504,000  bushels...  ■.  .  .  .  47,567,000 

Oats,  44,  165,000  bushels   16,782,000 

Barley,  20,723,000  bushels   10,154,000 

Rye,    401,000    bushels..   276,000 

Flaxseed,  2,550,000  bushels..'...   3,509,000 

Potatoes,  5,5  8  0,0  00  bushels   4,83  8,000 
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Alfalfa  and  clover  seed   1,218,000 

Total  reported  by  Department  of  Agriculture   $116,861,000 

Vegetables  and  fruits   2,000,000 

Hay,  3,216,900    tons   19,623,000 

Dairy  products   6,925,000' 

Poultry  prodiicts    7,630,000 

Livestock    5  0,059,000 

Wool  and  hides   1,125,000 

Minerals    8,200,000 

Total  reported  by  Department  of  History   95,562,000 

Grand  total  all  productions  of  earth,  1914   |212,423,000 

Grand  total  all  productions  of  earth.  1913    190,991,000 

Increase  1914   21,432,000 

The  annual  value  of  the  products  of  the  earth  in  South  Dakota 
for  recent  years  has  been: 

1908   ?185,434.000 

1909   202,362,000 

1910    181,188,000 

■    1911    139,281,000 

1912    192,237,000 

1913    190,991,000 

1914    212,423,000 

>L\KKETIXG.  The  railroad?  operating  in  South  Dakota  have 
hauled  South  Dakota  products  to  markets  outside  of  the  state  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1914,  in  the  following  amounts: 

Wheat,  53:745,000  bushels  $51,806,000 

Corn,  20,279,000   bushels   11,153,000 

Oats,  13,656,000  bushels   5,872,000 

Barley,  8,917,000  bushels....   5,350,000 

liye,  307,000  bushels   322,000 

Flax,  1,735,000  bushels   2,689,000 

Cattle,  257,827,000  pounds....   16,758,000 

Hogs,  256,253,000    pounds   18,578,000 

Horses,  43,813,000  pounds   4,381,000 

Sheep,  26,820,000  pounds   1,877,000 

Other    products,    dairy,    poultry,    eggs,    vegetables,  fruit, 

seeds,  hay,  wool,  stone  and  minerals   22,500,000 

Total   marketings,    1914  $141,286,000 

Total  marketings,  1913    129,934,000 

increase,    1914...    $11,352,000 
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Some  of  the  notable  things  about  the  foregoing  are  that  the 
wheat  shipped  from  the  crop  of  1913  was  almost  precisely  the  same 
as  the  wheat  shipped  from  the  crop  of  1912,  the  difference  being 
but  19  4,000  bushels.  Corn  shipments  were  almost  doubled  because 
of  the  hog  cholera  of  the  previous  year,  while  the  most  serious  aspect 
revealed  is  the  loss  of  136,170,000  pounds  in  the  outshipments  of 
cattle.  T}iis  is  but  another  evidence  that  we  are  eating  up  our  cattle 
herds  without  making  any  effort  to  protect  or  increase  the  produce. 

The  marketings  for  five  years  past  have  been  as  follows: 


RAILROAD  COXSTRFCITOX.  Very  little  railroad  extension  is 
in  progress.  The  Fairmont  and  A^eblen  line  has  been  extended  from 
Vel)len  to  Roslyn  and  the  South  Dakota  Central  is  engaged  in  buildin^^ 
a  line  north  from  Watertown.  Aside  from  these  relatively  small 
projects  nothing  is  being  done. 

GENERAL  BUILDING.  General  building  is  largely  confined  to 
the  larger  cities.  Aberdeen,  Sioux  Falls,  Mitchell,  Brookings,  Water- 
town  and  Yankton  report  the  greatest  building  movements,  though 
other  towns  have  made  progress  along  this  line.  Xo  considerable 
building  has  been  done  in  the  country.  Neither  has  there  been 
public  building  enterprises  to  any  notable^  extent.  On  the  whole  it 
has  been  a  quiet  year  in  development  lines. 

EDUCATIOXAL  CHAXGES.  February  1,  Dr.  Robert  L.  Slagle 
president  of  the  State  College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts,  was 
transferred  to  the  presidency  of  .the  State  University  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Franklin  B.  Gault.  Dr.  G. 
D.  Brown  acted  as  president  of  the  State  College  until  September  1, 
when  Dr.  EUwood  C.  Perisho,  long  dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  and  state  geologist  at  the  State  University,  was  chosen 
president  of  the  State  College.  Dr.  George  W.  Nash  resigned  as 
president  of  the  Northern  Normal  and  Industrial  School  on  August 
1,  and  Prof.  Willis  E.  Johnson,  connected  with  the  school  since  its 
foundation,  was  chosen  to  tl'^  presidenc/ 

PUBLIC  MORALS.  W^hile  the  general  state  of  the  community 
is  ieaUhy,  there  has  been  an  unusual  number  of  homicides  during 
the  year,  exceeding  in  number  any  other  year  in  the  state's  history. 
Sixteen  persons  were  reported  to  the  vital  statistics  division  during 
the  first  nine  months.    Several  have  since  occurred. 

HEALTH.  Health  conditions  have  been  good;  the  state  has 
had  no  epidemic  contagion. 


1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 


$123,706,000 
118,402,000 
124,167,000 
80,385,000 
129,934,000 
141,286,000 
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XlOCllOLOGV.  That  South  Dakota  is  becoming  ancient  is 
evidenced  by  the  annually  increasing  number  of  venerable  pioneers 
who  pass  to  the  beyond.  1914  has  a  long  list  of  these  notables  who 
have  died: 

Marcus  P.  Beebe,  banker,  Ipswich,  April  11. 
,  David  Benjamin,  Beresford,  one  of  the  few  remaining  members 
.  of  the  Dakota  Cavalry,  aged  82,  March  18. 
.     Eva  Jane  Breed,  wife  of  Editor  George  Breed,  Brookings,  aged 
4  6,  May  28. 

Nellie  Norton  Cable,  wife  of  Hon.  H.  H.  Cable,  Hudson,  aged  34, 
May  10. 

Hiram  Campbell,  pioneer,  Aberdeen,  aged  82,  Dec.  14. 
Aaron  Carpenter,  pioneer  orehadist,  Vermillion,  87,  Feb.  22. 
Mrs.  Emmett  Cole,  pioneer  of  Brown  county,  at  Pierre,  aged  72, 
Nov|  2  8.  - 

Sylvester  J.  Conklin,  of  Clark,  pioneer  of  Central  South  Dakota 
and  notable  in  public  affairs,  aged  85,  May  20. 

Henry  T.  Corson,  pioneer  of  Sioux  Falls,  aged  76,  May  10. 

John  H.  Dexheimer,  pioneer  of  Aurora  county.  Mount  Vernon, 
aged  84,  April  11. 

Martin  Luther  Disbrow,  pioneer  of  Union,  Alcester,  aged  79, 
March  9. 

Rev.  Robert  Doherty,  Episcopal  clergyman,  at  Council  Bluffs, 
April  17. 

John  T.  Daugherty,  pioneer  of  Yankton,  aged  67,  July  27. 
Emma  H.  Downey,  pioneer  of  Spink  county,  Mitchell,  aged  7  5, 
February  12. 

John  L.  Ericson,  secretary  to  Senator  Sterling,  former  secretary 
to  Senator  Crawford  at  Washington,  August  14. 

Hubbard  F.  Fellows,  pioneer  lawyer,  Plankington,  aged  6  4, 
June  16. 

John  Finnie,  legislator,  Union  county,  aged  68,  July  6. 
•   Asa   Forest,    publicist   and    newspaper   man.    Canton,    aged  82, 

March  6.  . 
Richard  Garland,  father  of  Hamlin  Garland,  pioneer  of  McPher- 

son  and  Brown  counties,  at  West'  Salem,  Wisconson,  aged 

85,  September  19. 
Thomas  J.  Grier,  superintendent  Homestake  Mine,  died  at  Los 

Angeles,  September  24. 
Samuel  W.  Glenn,  director  U.  S.  ■^veathe^  district,  Huron,  aged 

64,  September  26. 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Gray,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  Ward.  41.  Yankton, 
December  2. 

Ida  P.  Hatch,  educator,  Pierre,  aged  59,  March  19. 
James  W.  Johnston,  pioneer  business  man   Faulkton,   aged  '59, 
February  23. 

P:dward  R.  Kenefeck,  banker,  Dell  Rapids,  aged  47,  January  20. 
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Albert  \V.  Kreuger,  president  State  Horticultural  Society,  Groton, 

aged  63,  July  23. 
Emma  Laurson,  pioneer  of  Miner  county,  at  Mitchell,  aged  7  2, 

August  12. 

Little  No  Heart,  notable  Sioux,  judge  of  native  court,  Cheyonne 

Agency,  November  14. 
L.  N.  Loomis,  former  legislator,  at  Minneapolis,  November  IG. 
^V.  H,  Menzie,  representative  farmer,  murdered  at  Geddes,  aged 

52,  April  16. 

Herman  H.  Natwick,  former  legislator,  Sioux  Falls,  aged  .'0, 
February  15. 

Ira  L.  Nichols,  lawyer,  Elk  Point,  aged  60,  April  25. 

William  .  S.  O'Brien,  former  legislator,  member  constitutional 
convention,  Lead,  aged  6  8,  August  1. 

John  D.  Patton,  former  legislator,  Rapid  City,  aged  71.  Feb- 
ruary 4. 

Otto  Peemiller,  former  U.  S.  marshal,  at  Jena,  Germany. 
July  20. 

Thos,  C.  Peterson,  banker,  Clear  Lake,  aged  73,  July  6. 
James  D.  Reeves,  former  state  auditor,  Groton,  September  29. 
Peter  J.  Rodge,  legislator  and  former  postmaster  at  Sioux  Falls, 

aged  50,  December  S. 
Andrew  P.  Riswold,  pioneer,  father  of  Gilbert  R.,  the  sculptor. 

Baltic,  aged  79,  January  15. 
Rev.  Duane  Rifenbark,  notable  Methodist  clergyman,  Rig  Stoiit\ 

aged  68,  November  2  5. 
Wilbur    F.    Smith,    first    state    treasurer,    at    Ramsey.    Nevada.  I 

September  2  9.  -  | 

Samuel  L.  Tate,  pioueer,  Sioux  Falls,  aged  75,  March  1^.  | 
Edwin  Van  Cise,  notable  lawyer  and  politician  of  Dead  wood,  at  | 

Denver,  aged  7  2,  October  1.  | 
James  I.  Welo,  former  legislator,  accidentally  killed  at  Yankton.  I 

November  2  5.  | 
Thomas  Ward,,  pioneer  educator  and  merchant,  Bryant,  aged  5S.  ; 

June  29. 

Joseph   Wild,  expert  cement   manufacturer,   Yankton,   aged    SO.  I 
July  18. 

John  C.  Williams,  veteran  and  pioneer,  Pierre,  aged  1^9.  Feb- 
ruary 17. 

Irving  Weeks,  former  legislator,  of  Kimball,  died  in  San  Diego. 
October  26'. 

Albert  B.  Wilcox,  business  man  and  orator.  Yankton,  diod  at 
West  field,  Iowa,  May  2  7. 

Mrs.  Chauncey  Wood,  of  Rapid  City,  died  in  Washington,  April  7. 

COXCLUSIOX.  It  is  likely  that  the  year  1914  will  be  prac- 
tically forgotten  in  South  Dakota  history,  for  th^^re  has  been  no 
extraordinary  event   from   which    dates   may   be   kept.     The  people 
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are  prosperous  and  go  about  their  affairs  cheerfully  and  hopefully. 
Clearly  we  are  growing  self-satisfied,  but  not  ungrateful  to  the  Giver 
of  All  Good  Gifts. 

DOANE  ROBINSON, 
Secretary  and  Superintendent. 
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PROGRESS  OF  SOUTH  DAKOTA,  1915 

The  Third  State  Census  of  the  population  and  agriculture  of 
South  Dal^ota  was  taken  as  of  May,  1915.  The  chief  results  were  as 
follows: 

FOPUL»ATIOX 


COUNTY 


1915 


1910 


COUNTY 


1915    I  1910 


Armstrong    .  .  .  j 

Aurora   \ 

Beadle   } 

Bennett   } 

Bon  Homme  .  j 
Brookings 

Brown   

Brule   

Buffalo   

Butte   

Campbell  ,  .  .  . 
Charles     Mix.  . 

Clark   

Clay   

Codington  .... 

Corson   

Custer   

Davison   

Day   

Deuel   

Dewey   

Douglas   

Edmuuds  .... 
Fall  River    .  .  . 

Faulk  '  

Grant   

Gregory   ! 

Haakon  .... 

Hamlin   ' 

Hand   ! 

Hanson   ! 

Harding   ! 

Hughes 
Hutchinson 

Hyde  .  

.Jackson 
Jerauld 


Kingsbury     .  . . . j 

Lake   | 

Lawrence     .  .  .  .  i 

Lincoln   j 

Lyman     ........  j 

MeCook   I 

Mcpherson     .  .  .  j 

Marshall   j 

Meade   | 

Mellette   | 

Miner   | 

Minnehaha     .  .  .  | 

Moody   ! 

Pennington    .  .  •  i 

Perkins   1 

Potter   1 

Roberts   j 

Sanborn   i 

Spink   ! 

Stanley   | 

Sully   i 

Trip].   1 

Turner   ' 

Union   < 

Walworth  ....  I 
Yankton     .....  i 

Ziebach   ! 

Cheyenne  Riverj 
Crow  Creek  . .  . ', 
Lower  Brule  ..I 
Pine  Ridge  .  .  . ' 
Rosebud  Res.  .! 
Standing  Rock.| 
Unorganized    .  .  j 


I 

11,947, 
11,S65[ 
17,7101 
13,564| 
7,412; 
1  (» ,  e»  1 3 1 

8,391| 
S,724| 
3,427j 
8,007| 

37,G13i 
9.686! 

10,040i 
7,G41i 
3.G48i 

15,G60i 
7 , 3  7  7  i 

14, 977' 
2,251i 
2,004i 

10,2G2i 

14,G3G; 

11,43GI 
5.919! 

14,8511 


12,560 
10,711 
19,694 
12,712 
10,848 
9,589 
6,791 
8,021 
12,640 
1,700 
7,6G1 
29,631 
8,695 
12,453 
11,348 
4,466 
14,897 
6, GOT 
15,981 
14,975 
2,462 
8,323 
13,840 
10,676 
6,48S 
13,135 


6,3151  6.630 


2,4031 


Total   I  582,7651  583,888 


*Inchided  in  Stanley  county,  1910. 
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The  rank  and  population  of  the  places  having  more  than  1,000 
people  is  as  follows: 

1.  Sioux  Falls    20,929  21.  Elk  Point    1,546 

2.  Aberdeen    11,846  22.  Dell  Rapids    1,538 

3.  Watertown    8,313  23.  Sisseton    1,386 

4.  Lead    8,128  24.  Beresford   :..  1,332 

5.  Mitchell    7,785  25.  Parker    1,324 

6.  Huron    6,112  26.  Tyndall    1,302 

7.  Yankton  7   4,771  z7.  Scotland    1,249 

8.  Rapid  City    4,268  28.  Woonsocket    1,201 

9.  Madison    3,949  29.  Clark    1,200 

10.  Brookings    3,416  30.  Howard    1,169 

11.  Redfield    3,122  31.  Wessington   Springs.  1,142 

12.  Deadwood    3,113  32.  Parkston    1,132 

13.  Pierre    3,010  33.  Salem    1,132 

14.  Vermillion    ........  2,376  34.  Centerville    1,109 

15.  Canton    2,316  35.  Belle  Fourche    1,101 

16.  Hot  Springs    2,132  36.  Chamberlain    1,055 

17.  Milbank    1.940  37.  Sturgis    1,029 

18.  Flandreau    1,688  38.  Groton    1,028 

19.  Webster    1,640  39.  DeSmet    1,014 

20.  Mobridge    1,5  51 

AGRICULTURE.  The  census  revealed  the  following  figures  for 
the  crop  of  1914  and  of  live  stock  on  J^Iay  1,  1915,  and  of  poultry 
and  dairy  products  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1915: 

ACRES  BUSHELS 

Corn,   3,418,359                                                                  .  73,027,151 

Wheat,  4,145,441   35,246,235 

Oats,  1,707,227    41,970,384 

Barley,    734,505   13,650,321 

Rye,  97,738   ,  .                       .  970,092 

Speltz,  145,813    2,758,396 

Flax  seed,  60,276   ,.   418,780 

Alfalfa  seed,    31,885   48,293 

Clover    seed,    5,079   .«   5,997 

Timothy  seed,   20,939    72,043 

Other  grass  seeds,  6,025    57,458 

Potatoes,   63.141  •   4,385,71  7 

Field  peas,   131   511 

Parsnips   17,3  7  0 

Tomatoes    93,511 

Carrots    3  4,94  3 

Onions   51,087 


Turnips.   24.625 

Cucumbers   54,4  3  2 

Beets    64,381 

Melons    247,489 

Peas    11.068 

Beans  •   17,861 

Other  vegetables    50,69  7 
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ACRES  TONS 


Alfalfa,  199,918   271,135 

Clover,   25,650    39,555 

Timothy,  101,230  '   116,265 

Millett,    100,037     145,892 

Wild  hay,  2,390,161   1,662,302 

Other  forage,  139,744   ,  238,487 


Total  forage    2,473,635 

BUSHELS 

Apples    59,651 

Plums   ■   29,425 

Cherries  -   12,343 

Strawberries   1,585 

Raspberries    492 

Blackberries    782 

Currants    2,452 

Gooseberries   2,606 

Grapes    1,169 

Other  fruits    1,889 


DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

POUNDS 

Milk  '   1,621,235,000 

Butter    11,695,685 

Cheese  ■.   268,622 

Cream  sold    46,537,759 

Honey  (2,176  colonies)   50,171 


Eggs,  dozens   30,278,251 

Chickens    5,307,903 

Ducks  .•  .   105,887 

Turkeys    95,460 

Geese   62,588 

Other  fowls    40,749 


LIVESTOCK 

Calves   380,714 

Bteers    246,488 

Bulls   33,405 

Heifers    197,752 
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,    325,427 

Cows,         ed  •     

Co^vs,  not  milked    „___L__ 

^  ,  ,    1,340,270 

Total    ' 

^                                                     -   .  71,906 

^^^^^   ;; ...  89.484 

Horses,  yearlings    439562 

Horses,  over  two  years  

rr^    .    ^    -u               ^                                                                                                .....  600,942 

Total  horses  .  .  •  

  15,492 

^^"^^^    459 

f^"^   iio,i4o 

^f^^'^   •■   281,537 

:   1.263,655 

~    2,103 

Goats    1  fiTO  114 

Wool,  pounds   1.6  i  0.114 

SILOS 

TONS  CAP. 

NO. 

1343   ''''''' 

ASSESSED  VALUATIOX.  The  following  table  shows  the  valua- 
tion of  all  property,  for  taxation,  1915: 

 $  18,762,568 

•••• ■   39,506,519 

■ .  979,317 

Bennett    _ 

Bon  Hom,Ue  '   31.042,9.1 

„  ,■  ..  34,105,040 
^"•""•^'"^^                                                       ; 61,264.664 

■■  16.636,590 

^'■f,  2,862,736 

..  8,182.357 

.  9,841,631 

'''"T    \u. •••  24  0S0.6S3 

'^IT  '  ^6.157.242 

c'v       :::::   22,880.261 

Codington  

r.                                                                                 .    .  7,258,7ol 

~  ;v;;.v;;;;.v.v;.v.:: 5,448,205 

^^^^^^    ooA  S23 

Custer,  Unorganized    "^^  ' 

^     .                                                                               ...  26,877,617 

Davison   

  28,082,103 

, * .  19,669,190 

^.^"^^                                                                           ....  3,646;211 

Dewey  
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Douglas    13.343,832 

Edmunds   17,343,988 

Fall  River                                                                       .  10,07  9,195 

Fall  River,  Unorganized   2  89,999 

Faulk    16,160,878 

Grant   25,330,150 

Gregory   19,465,652 

Haakon    8,847,789 

Hamlin    17,598,306 

Hand   ^    23,280,185 

Hanson   18,715,502 

Harding   5,374,664 

Hughes   •   11,734,253 

Hutchinson    38,166,284 

Hyde    10,296,768 

Jackson   5,406,504 

Jackson,  Unorganized    370,140 

Jerauld   11,829,680 

Kingsbury    31,082,053 

Lake    26,866,496 

Lawrence    36,156,198 

Lincoln    32,725,259 

Lyman    18,093,428 

Lyman,  Unorganized   ^   1,397,697 

McCook    25,928,035- 

McPherson   12,820,062 

Marshall    18,13  8.8  9  7 

Meade   '   12,857,665 

Mellette    2,559.636 

Miner    21,689,246 

Minnehaha    69,459,896 

Moody    24,991,206 

Pennington   •   18,435,055 

Perkins    11,773,906 

Potter   9,659,099 

Roberts    27,797,437 

Sanborn   17.649,704 

Spink   I   44,698,017 

Stanley                                                            .  .   6,806,073 

Stanley,  Unorganized    100,506 

Sully    .  .  .   10,060.749  ' 

Tripp   12,632,328 

Turner    35,001,590 

Union   26,248,906 

Walworth   11,229,287 
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Yankton    30,345,898 

Ziebach    1,983,165 

Total  1915  $1,271,162,952 

Total  1914    1,221,420,354 

Increase   49,742,598 


LEGISLATIVE  APPROPRIATIOXS.  The  appropriations  of  the 
legislature  of  1915  were  as  follows: 

Legislative  expenses^  ?  74,607.70 

Smoke  stack,  soldiers'  home   1,634.00 

Water  supply,  home  feeble  minded,  Redfield   5,000.00 

Free  library  commission   1,500.00 

Executive  accountant  deficiency   382. 3o 

August   Freiburg    17.00 

Payment  John  Lockwood,  live  stock  board   34.00 

Bee  inspector,  deficiency   76.09 

Conveyance  of  convicts   23  8.40 

Burial  of  Francis  A.  Bartel,  soldier   50.00 

National  guard  deficiency   6,147.00 

Printing  extra  copy  Senate  Journal    47.00 

Reimburse  Deadwood  Business  Club    57  6.19 

Live  stock  sanitary  board  deficiency   530. o6 

National    guard    deficiency   5,478.18 

Assess  and  extend  tax  unorganized  territory   1,444.66 

Conservation  artesian  water  supply   1,500.00 

Equipping  offices  food  and  drug  commission  .  .    2,500.00 

Smith-Lever  agricultural  extension    55,000.00 

Payment  of  taxes  on  capitol  building  land   300.00 

Purchase  of  land,  school  for  deaf   7,000.00 

Equipping  chemistry   building,   university,                     .  10,000.00 

Refund  Lawrence  Patterson,  rental  lands   51.20 

Madison  Normal    55,000.00 

Maintenance  state  house  deficiency   13,096.72 

University  boilers    10,000.00 

Training  school,  barn  and  cottage   7,700.00 

Northern  Normal    65,000.00 

Capitol  grounds  improvement    20,000.00 

Reimbursement  board  of  agriculture   7,250.00 

Water  supply  fair  grounds   5,000.00 

Cottage  at  Redfield  Home   4,000.00 

Payment  of  A.  H.  Orvis   56.78 

Railroad  commissioners  deficiency   2,550.00 

Well  at  Springfield  Normal   2,000.00 

Books  for  attorney  general   1,000.00 

Safe  for  treasurer's  office   500.00 

Adding  machine  for  treasurer's  office   239.00^ 
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Attorney  general  deficiency   200000 

Stone  quarry  at  penitentiary   .....',  *  6  500  00 

Building  and  live  stock  penitentiary  farm  ,  .  /.  [  .  .  t'ooo  oO 

Mitchell  Publishing  Company   '  ^^'^^ 

i;rf"f    50,000:00 

TV  a  1  at  penitentiary   18,000.00 

tT  rl''  • 2,800.00 

John  T.  Kimmit,  indemnity  glandered  horses   500  00 

N.  R.  Jngals  and  L.  A.  Luger,  glandered  horses   150*00 

John  Evenson.  glandered  horses   5q'qq 

Mrs.  Anna  Davis,  glandered  horse.  *  *  .*  * 

Samuel  Robinson,  glandered  horses   120^00 

G.  F.  Robins,  glandered  horses...  _  100  00 

Aid  to  common  schools  '.  '.  '.  '.  '.  [  '.  ]  [  15,000.'oo 

U.  S.  land  office  fees   ^^^^^  ^^ 

Refund  Gregory  county   163  41 

Heating  plant  training  school   1  450  00 

Drainage  Kingsbury  county   '  46  38 

Special  assessment  university  campus  ■   43  6*40 

Board  of  health  deficiency....  *  378  25 

Andrews  Decorating  Company   1,000  00 

Hippie  Printing  Company  '  [  '  g^'^^j 

Refund  Stanley  county   800  00 

Training  school   ,  '.  '.['.'.[]  [  3,000;00 

Board  of  health  deficiency   850  00 

Expense  of  rate  cases   5,000^00 

Fire  department  tax  apportionment...   403  28 

Dormitoi;y  State  College,  Brookings             75,000  00 

Extra   legislative   expense  _  I'sOO  00 

Vivian  experiment  farm  -  ["  I'ooOOO 

Laundry  for  school  for  blind  ][  3*500  00 

Redfield  schools  additional  lands....   6000  00 

Soldier's  monument    {^^^^[^^^ 

Dourine  indemnity   ^^^^^ 

Spearfish  Normal   ^3^^^^^^ 

iraming  school,  Plankinton   5  000  00 

Refund   F.    E.    Bouza   2000 

H.  K.  Saunders,  Cra^vford  portrait   250  00 

Henry   A.  Hanten  

  400.00 

Claim  E.  P.  Sand,  treasurer  corn  and  grain  show   10  84 

Claim  J.  H.  Rummel,  account  U.  S.  land  show   iso'sj 

Witnesses  and  sheriff's  fees  legislative  commission.;..  129*80  ' 
Forest  fire  fund.  . 

^          ,    1,000.00 

General   appropriation   bill  •  •  2,730..470.00 
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Standing  appropriations    ^a'^nn  nn 

Emergency  building  fund    oi),^^^.^^ 

A   +^foi   1  Q1  ^   .13,476,472,83 


Decrease 


^^-^^   ;  \$  62,237.38 


STATE  DEBT.  The  following  statement  shows  the  total  state 
debt  on  November  12,  1915:      .  $300,000.00 

Revenue  ^varrants   4  033  5" 

Capitol  warrants-  ••••  ^^^''^l 

Registered  warrants   

Total  $493,900.87 

The  total  debt  on  the  12th  day  of  November  in  each  year  since 
1909  has  been  as  follows:   $1,081,000.00 

,010  1.073,000.00 

^    873,864.00 

illl '   575,771.00 

::::    433,482.40 

  472,766.15 

:l,Z    493,900.87 

1915   


BANK  DEPOSITS.  The  total  bank  deposits  in  the  banks  of 
South  Dakota  on  September  2,  1915,  was  as  follows: 


National  banks 
State   banks. . . 


Total 


Bank  Deposits  |    Ind.  Deposits 


Total 


;5, 849, 480. 811 
2,240,278.701 


$37,036,729.34; 
56,1.12.840.16! 


$42,886,210.15 
58,531,118.86 


$8,089,759,511    $91,149,569.50;  $101,417,329.01 


The  progressive  growth  of  bank  deposits  in  previous  years 
commentary  upon  the   general  condition: 
  .  .5 


an  interesting 

1898   . 

1899   

1900   

1901   

1902   

1903   

1904   .. 

1905   


10,104, 
12,649- 
14,732 
19,194 
29.422 
28.607 
30,611 
34.759 


afford 

185.43 
800.54 
983.71 
491,30 
,224.96 
,319.62 
,115.32 
,699.68 
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1906   45,0  16,204.73 

1907    57,569,881.02 

1908    68,832,999.41 

1909   78,830,100.90 

1910    87,783,967.78 

1911    79,305,984.14 

1912   84,505,674.01 

1913    93,341,935.18 

1914  '   97,070,631.98 


1915    101,417,329.01 

THt^ WEATHER.  A  winter  of  unusually  deep  snows  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  season  of  unusual  humidity.  A  frost  came  August 
30,  injuring  vegetation  in  some  localities,  and  a  severe  one  doing 
much  damage  in  localities  on  September  21.  The  first  killing 
frost  of  general  character  came  October  8th,  but  even  then  the  corn 
crop  was  still  unripe  and  great  injury  was  done. 

The  seasonal  rainfall  at  representative  points  was  as  follows: 


I  i  i  i  I 

April  i    May     June  !  July  |  Aug.  [  Total 


Aberdeen 
Brookings 
Camp  Crook 
Deadwood  . 
Eureka  ... 
Greenwood 
Highmcre  . 
Huron  .... 
Milbank 
Mitchell    .  .  . 
Murdo  .... 
Pierre  .... 
Rapid  City. 
Sioux  Falls 
Watertown 
Yankton    .  . 


2.571 
2.03! 
04i 
82i 
,83j 
,77j 
.50| 
,80! 
,12! 
6  5 1 
.35; 
.62} 
,81' 
,33i 
.111 
,371 


I 

77} 
12| 
721 
05] 
58] 
81| 
48} 


2.05] 
5.13} 
4.65] 
2.70] 
2.56} 
3.41] 
3.29) 
3.01] 
4.141 


9.121 
3.281 
5.95] 
6.031 
4.66] 
4.40] 
4.87^ 
4.5  01 
5.7  81 
6.63i 
4.46| 
4'.12} 
5.95) 
5.07i 
5.20| 
4.991 


2.70^ 

3.041 

4.87) 

7.17] 

3.38! 

8.67| 

5.55] 

4.14, 

3.27: 

8.84j 

8.14} 

6.12' 

4.62' 

6.41 

3. 38] 

8.21: 


5.44; 
3.52j 

1.86; 

2.68! 

2.47 

5.8  5] 

0.78) 

1.55; 

1.33} 

1.13] 

0.73! 

0.55; 

3.35}' 

1.81 

0.57i 

1.11; 


1914 


23.60 

13.991 

16.44) 

24.75} 

14.92] 

24.50} 

17.18) 

14.041 

19.681 

23.9O1 

19.58! 

15.97'i 

20.14} 

17.91] 

13.27} 

20.82; 


20.31 
17.55 
8.78 
17.47 
11.91 
13.45 
13.14 
22.60 
20.71 
19.9  8 
13.63 
14.76 
10.24 
17.46 
17.81 
12.05 


PRODUC'^IOXS.  The  following  table  of  the  productions  of  the 
harvest  of  1915,  is,  for  cereals  and  potatoes,  the  figures  furnished 
by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture;  for  the  other 
productions  the  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Department  of  History 
from  estimates  based  upon  the  third  state  census  of  1915  and  from 
extended  observation  in  the  field. 

Wheat,   62,520,000   bushels  $53,767,200.00 

Corn,    96.300,000    bushels   53,928.000.00 

Oats,  68.124,000  bushels   18.393.480.00 

Barley,   25,856,000   bushels   10,859,520.00 
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Flax,    3.800.000    bushels   6.004.000.00 

Potatoes.   7.680.000   bushels   2,611.200.00 


Total    items    U.    S.     Department    ot  $145,563,400 

Agriculture   

vegetables  and  frmts   ?  2.750.000.00 

Hay,  3,330,000  tons    16,650,000.00 

'         ,                                         .  .  10,000,000.00 

Dairy  products    9,750,000.00 

poultry  products    51  250,000.00 

^'^'"^  8,200,000.00 
Minerals  

^  V,-  .                                      $  98,600,000 
Total  items  department  of  histor>  ....   ^ 

^                                                ^     .  $244,163,400  " 

;      Grand  total  productions  for  year   423,000 

\      Total  1914   

I  %  31,740,400 

;  Increase     

It  should  be  stated  that  the  departn.ent  of  history  agrees  with 
the  department  of  agriculture  estimates  of  all  crops  except  corn  and 
flax      In  the  judgment  ot  the  department  of  history  the  e  innate 
^n  th^  number  of  bushels  of  corn  grown  is  conservative,  but  the  crop 
was  injured  by  frost  and  the  value  fixed  upon  it  l^'/^'^^;;^;;"- 
of  agriculture  is  too  high.    We  would  scale  the  value  fixed  b  the 
government  25%.  or  making  the  net  value  of  the  corn  ^^OA  -'^^^ 
The  flax  crop  in  our  judgment  is  much  reduced   its  extent  depend  ng 
very  largely  upon  the   amount   of  new   breaking.     \\  e   think  the 
etTmate'to;  hU  by  at  least   .5.000.000.  J^^:^--';;^ 

■  reduce  the  grand  total  for  the  year  as  given  above  to  $22».6bl.400. 
'  and  the  net  increase  for  the  year  to  $12,698,400. 

MARKETINGS.    For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30.  1915  the 
i  railr;ads  operating  in  South  Dakota  hauled  South  Dakota  products 

■  to  markets  outside  the  state  in  the  following  amounts. 

^    ^  ,  .  .S  27.971,000.00 

Wheat.  31.079.000  bushels   12.953.000.00 

Corn.   23.131.000    bushels   .  ^00.00 

Oats,  13,352,000  bushels.   g'sOO  000.00 

Barley,  10,613,000   bushels  ■•   2'493  000.00 

Flax,  1,578,000  bushels  748'oOO  00 

Ilye,   1,247.000   bushels  •   16  gio'.OOO.OO 

Cattle.  282.651.000  pounds   Ig'gSO.OOO.OO 

Hogs,  238,287,000  pounds    l'905,000.0O 

Sheep,  31,743,000  pounds  
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Horses,  34,614,000   pounds   3,461,000.00 

All  other  produats   24.200,000.00 

Total  marketings,  1915  $118,016,000.00 

Total  marketings,  1914    141,286,000.00 

Decrease   •  ?  23,270,000.00 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  decrease  in  the  total  for  the  last 

year  is  due  almost  to  a  dollar  in  the  decrease  in  the  returns  from 

the  wheat  crop,  which  in  1914  was  an  approximate  failure.  Prices 

have  also  averaged  a  bit  lower  than  in  1914. 

The  marketings  of  the  products  of  South  Dakota,  which  go  out 

of  the  state,  for  several  years  past  have  heen  as  follows: 

1909   $123,706,000.00 

1910    118,402,000.00 

1911   124,167,000.00 

1912   80.385.000.00 

19J3    129,934,000.00 

19  5^4    [[[[],,]...[......   141.286,000.00 

1915    [.],..........   118,016,000.00 

NECIIOLOGY.  Among  the  notable  deaths  of  the  year  are  the 
following: 

C.  Boyd  Barrett,  democratic  leader,  Aberdeen,  May  13,  aged  76; 
Charles  H.  Bates,  pioneer  surveyor,  Yankton,  Dec;  Gen.  W.  H. 
H.  Beadle,  notable  educator,  former  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion, president  Madison  State  Normal,  di^d  in  San  Francisco,  No- 
vember, aged  77;  Jesse  W.  Boyce,  lawyer  and  business  leader, 
Sioux  Falls,  September  13,  aged  55;  Charles  E.  Bryant,  pioneer 
business  man,  Huron,  August  21,  aged  57;  Luman  P.  Chapman, 
pioneer,  Alexandria,  August  11,  aged  66;  Dighton  Corson,  jurist. 
25  years  justice  supreme  court,  Pierre  and  Deadwood,  May  7, 
aged  87;  Valentine  B.  Diehl,  pioneer  druggist,  Scotland  and 
Mitchell,  October  31,  aged  57;  George  Duncan,  pioneer  miller, 
member  legislature.  Woonsocket,  October"  1,  aged  68;  John  Ebers- 
viller,  pioneer  and  legislator,  Humbolt,  June  11,  aged  65;  Frank  L. 
Holbrook,  hotel  man,  Huron.  September  11,  aged  50;  Daniel 
Hindman,  lieutenant  governor  1897,  of  Britton,  died  at  New  Boston, 
Illinois.  November  9,  aged  76;  Maurice  B.  Lament,  business  man, 
Aberdeen,  accidentally  killed  September  26,  aged  26;  John  Noonan, 
pioneer  Yankton.  April  29,  aged  88;  Dr.  J.  F.  Roselle,  Spencer. 
June  28,  aged  47;  Emma  F.  Ringsrud,  wife  of  Hon.  A.  O.  Ringsrud. 
Elk  Point.  September  20,  aged  62;  Gertrude  Reinmann  Slagle,  wife 
of  President  Robert  L.  Slagle  of  the  State  University.  Vermillion, 
December  3.  aged  47;  Edward  T.  Taubman.  lawyer,  county  judge. 
Aberdeen,  October  13;  Thomas  Thorson,  secretary  of  state,  1893- 
1896,  Canton,  August  30.  aged  66;  Lars  K.  Tysdal.  pioneer.  Lead. 
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June  6  aged  105;  Sarah  Van  Tassell,  pioneer  o£  Yankton  March  29, 
aged  62; Tohanna  C.  Wenzlaff,  pioneer  of  Yankton.  Apr.l  14,  aged  8,. 

XOTilSLfO  KVEN-TS.  The  legislature  convened  on  January  8th 
and  l^'orued  industriously  and  suhstantiaUy  lor  60  ^ays,  enacUng 

and  the  repeal  of         R"-''^'-<i^  P"      /  sustained  the 

of  the  referendum. 

STATE  OFFICEIIS.    At  the  assembling  of  the  legislature  the 
following  officers  were  inaugurated: 

Governor,  Frank  M.  Byrne,  second  term. 
Lieutenant  Governor,  Peter  Norbeck. 
Secretary  of  State,  Frank  M.  Rood. 
Auditor,  J.  E.  Handlin. 
Treasurer,  Adolph  ^^\  Ewert,  second  term- 
Attorney  General,  Clarence  C.  Caldwell. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Charles  H.  Lugg 
Commissioner  of  School  and  Public  Lands,^Fred  Heppeile. 
Railroad  Commissioner,  Peter  W.  Dougherty. 


COXCLFSIOX.    The  year  1915  in  South  Dakota  will  be  remem- 
bere^as  a  year  of  good  crops,  prosperity,  good  health  and  general 
satisfaction,    but    without    any    conditions    or    events    that  notabl> 
disturbed  the  even  tenor  of  the  affairs  of  the  people 
'^'^^"^  DOANE  ROBINSON,  Sec'y.  &  Supt. 

Pierre,  December  31,  1915. 
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DAKOTA  MILITARY  POSTS 

The  chief  military  posts  in  the  Dakota  country,  in  the 
order  of  tlieir  establislinient  were  Fort  Pierre,  purchased  by 
the  government  from  the  American  Fur  Company  in  IS.");"). 
For  a  very  full  account  of  this  post  see  ^Ir.  DeLand's  article 
upon  Old  Fort  Pierre  and  its  Neighbors  in  Volume  I.  of  these 
Collections. 

Fort  Randall,  built  in  1856-57,  Fort  Sully  1863-1866,  Fort 


I'^'ort   I'ierre  1S57,  From   raiiitius:  by  Gen.  Alf.  Sul!> 


Wads-worth  1864.  In  the  same  year  Fort  Kice  was  built  just 
north  of  the  South  Dakota  line  upon  the  ^lissouri  and  was  so 
intimately  connected  with  South  Dakota  affairs  that  it  is  in- 
eluded  ill  the  following  summaries. 

Of  less  importance  was  Fort  Dakota  built  at  Sioux  Falls 
;n  1865  and  soon  abandoned.  Fort  James  at  Kockport  on  the 
James  river  was  likewise  only  temporarily  maintained;  At 
the  chief  Indian  agencies  there  were  small  posts  for  the  pro- 
tection uf  the  agencies  and  control  of  the  Indians.    As  far  as 
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possible   maps  and  plans  of  these   posts  are   -iven  tn.^.-th.r 
Avith  the  official  statements  pertainino>  to  them  issuea  \n 
<nn(l  published  in  a  volume  entitled  "Military  Posts,  ISTC." 

There  were  a  few  other  temporary  posts  at  one  time'  or 
another  which  are  not  mentioned  here. 

Fort  Wadsworth 

Established  July  26,  1864.  Latitude  45  de-rees,  30  min- 
iites,  20  .seconds,  longitude  97  degrees,  30  minutes.  On  th" 
elevated  table  lands  known  as  the  Coteau  des  Prairies.  an<l 
about  40  miles  east  of  the  James  river.  Postoffice  at  tlu  pnsi. 
Nearest  telegraph  and  railroad  station  at  Lake  Kampeskn,  Co 


J  ne  ladies  are  ^lesilames  David  (ri:;ht)  and  John   (left)  \ViIliaFn< 

of  Webster. 

miles-  to  the  southeast:  Morris,  .Alinn.,  81  miles  east.    X(»rt h«-.i-^t 
to  Fort  Abercrombie,  76  miles,  northwest  to  Fort  IxMiisom. 
miles,  and  west  to  Fort  Kice,  Dakota,  195  mil.vs.     St.  I'aul. 
^iinn.,  244  miles  distant,  via  :\rorris. 

Buildings:  Quarters  for  four  companies:  two  stone  build- 
ings, ill  o;ood  condition:  officers'  quarters,  two  bi'ick  buildin-^: 
.-nljutant's  office,  built  of  stont':  hosi)ital.  33x60  feet,  one  aii.i 
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a  half  stories,  built  of  brick;  o-uard  house,  brick  buildin?  of 
one  story;  mag-azine,  stone  and  brick;  store  house,  24x150  feet, 
built  of' hewn  logs;  stable,  36x240  feet,  built  of  stone;  work- 
shops, laundress^  quarters,  etc.,  built  of  logs. 

Supplies:  Quartermaster's  and  subsistence  stores  furnished 
from  depot  at  St.  Paul,  by  rail  to  :\Iorris,  thence  by  wag'ons. 
AVater  obtained  from  Kettle  Lake,  adjoining  the  post.  AYood 
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C  oinniissary   I'ort   \\  adswortli 

furnished  by  contract.  Twelve  months'  subsistence  kept  on 
hand. 

Indians:  The  nearest  Indians'  are  the  AVahpeton  and  Sis- 
seton  bands  of  Sioux,  numbering  about  1.200.  on  reservation, 
adjoining:,  and  east  of  the  military  reservation.  Disposition, 
friendly. 

Reservation:    Declared  l)y  the  President.  February  7,  1S71. 
Area,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-eiglit  square  miks. 
Abaiuloned  1S8S. 


Plan 

of 

rORT  ¥ADSYfORTH 
D.T 


ia    Canenia'  Jkrp 
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Fort  Randall 

Established  in  1856.  Latitude  4:^  degreess,  1  minute:  longi- 
tude ^8  deore.s-  33  minutes.  On  the  right  bank  of  the  Missouri 
river  75  miles  bv  land  above  Yankton  and  110  miles  by  river. 
Postoffice  and  telegraph  station  at  the  post.  Nearest  railroad 
station  at  Yankton.  River  route  to  Sioux  City,  250  miles,,  to 
St.  Louis,.  1.285  miles. 

Buildings:  Quarters  for  five  companies;  officers'  quar- 
ters six  buildinos;  hospital,  guardhouse;  storehouses,  two; 
laundress'  cpiarters,  bakery,  pump-house  and  magazine.  The 
foreooino.  are  all  new  buildings.  The  old  builduigs  are  as  f.ol- 
lo^Ys,  viz.:  Officers'  quarters,  seven  sets;  storehouses,  seven; 
stable,  ordnance  store  house. 

Supplies:    Quartermaster's  and  subsistence  stores  furnished 

from  the  depot  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  by  water  transportation; 

elothino-  from  depot  at  JeffersonviUe,  Lid.    AVater  is  obtained 

from  the  .Missouri  river,  and  forced  by  a  steam  pump  into  a 

reservoir  on  the  summit  of  the  bluff,  2,700  feet  from  the  river; 

from  thence  it  is  raised  by  a  hand  pump  into  water  wagons. 

AVood  supplied  by  contract.    Subsistence  for  one  year  kept  on 

hand. 

Indians.  The  Yankton  Sioux,  numbering  about  three 
thousand,  and  the  Ponca  Sioux,  numbering  about  eight  hun- 
dred, are  on  their  reservations  in  this  vicinity.  Disposition, 
peaceable. 

Reservation:  Declared  by  the  President,  June  14,  1860. 
Reduced  by  Act  of  Congress,  approved  Alay  18,  1874.  Area, 
103  srpiare  miles. 

Abandoned  July  22.  1884. 


Plan 

of 
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Fort  Sully 

•Established  July  25,  1866.  Latitude  U  degrees,  37  minutes; 
longitude,  100  degrees,  36  minutes.  On  the  left  bank  of  the 
Missouri  river.  Postoftice  and  telegrapli  station  at  post.  Nearest 
town,  Springfield,  Dakota,  220  miles  distant  by  wagon  road? 
Yankton,  Dakota,  (terminus  of  the  Dakota  Southern  R.  R.), 
distant  262  miles  by  land,  and  351  by  Mis-souri  river;  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  343  miles  distant  by  hind,  575  miles  by  :\Iissouri 
river. 

Buildings:  Quarters  for  four  companies,  built  of  cotton- 
v>'Ood  logs,  in  good  condition;  band  ciuarter.s,  frame;  officers' 
cpiarters,  nine  buiklings,  or  thirteen  sets;  liospital  of  seven 
rooms  and  one  large  ward,  in  good  condition;  guard  house  and 
prison  in  main  barracks:  store  houses,  six  frame  buildings; 
stables,  frame,  200x30  feet;  laundress'  epmrters,  10  sets,  frame, 
bakery,  ice  house,  root  house,  etc.;  magazine,  built-  of  brick. 
All  buildings  in  good  condition. 

Supplies:  Quartermaster's  and  subsistence  stores  fur- 
nished from  depot  at  Sioux  City,  via  :\Iissouri  river.  Water 
obtained  fnun  the  :\Iissouri  river  l)y  water  wagons.  Wood  sup- 
plied by  contract.    Twelve  months'  subsistence  kept  on  hand. 

Indians:  The  nearest  Indians  are  bands  of  Sioux,  inclueling 
Upper  and  Lower  Yanktonnais,  Blackfeet.  Two  Kettles.  Sans 
Arcs,  Minneconjous,  Upper  Brules,  and  OgaHalla,  numbering 
two  thousand.    Disposition,  friendly. 

Reservation:  Declared  by  the  President,  December  10, 
1869.    Area,  42  scjuare  miles,  or  27,275  acres  more  or  less. 

Abandoned  1894. 

This  post  must  be  distinguished  from  "Old  Fort  Sully," 
(the  fort  at  Farm  Island),  built  in  the  autumn  of  1S63  and 
abandoned  for  new  Fort  Sully  July  25,1866.  For  plan  of  ''Old 
Fort  Sully"  see  page  116.  Vol  IV. 
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Fort  Rice 

E-stablished  in  186-1.  Latitude  46  degrees,  30  minutes; 
longitude,  100  degrees,  31  minutes.  On  the  right  bank  of  the 
]\Iis°souri  river.  Postoffice  at  the  post.  Nearest  telegraph  and 
railroad  station  at  Bismarck,  28  miles  to  the  north.  Fort  Sully 
258  miles  distant  by  river.  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  503  miles  distant 
by  land,  and  750  miles  by  ^^lissouri  river. 

Buildings:  Quarters  for  four  companies:  officers'  quarters, 
eleven  sets:  hospital:  guard  house:  library;  store  houses, 
seven,  viz.:  quartermaster's,  one  90x20  feet,  and  two  125-18 
feet:  '  commissary,  three.  90x20  feet  each:  ordnance,  one 
33x2310  feet:  two  cavalry  stables,  275x30  feet  each;  four  quar- 
termaster's stables,  100x21  feet.  All  the  foregoing  are  built  of 
Cottonwood  and  pine.  :\Iagazine  built  of  stone.  The  buildings 
generally  require  repairs. 

Supplies:  Quartenuaster's  stores,  clothing,  etc.,  furnished 
from  depot  at  Jelfersonville,  Ind.,  by  rail  to  Sioux  City,  thence 
by  boat.  Hay  furnished  by  contract.  Subsistence  stores  fur- 
nished from  depots  at  Chicago  and  St.  Louis,  by  rail  and  water. 
Beef  furnished  on  the  hoof.  AVater  obtained  from  the  Alissouri 
river  by  means  of  Avater  wagons.  Wood  supplied  by  contract. 
Twelve  months'  subsistance  is  usually  kept  on  hand. 

Indians:  The  nearest  Indians  are  on  their  reservation  at 
Standing  Rock  (Sioux;)  and  Berthold  (Eees)  Agencies.  The 
first  down  the  river  and  the  hitter  up  the  river. 

Reservation:  Originally  declared  by  the  President.  Sep- 
tember 2,  1861.  Same  lands  declared  by  the  President,  under 
date  of  January  22.  1867.  Area,  twenty^five  miles  long  and 
about  seven  miles  mide. 


Plan 
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Post  at  Lower  Brule'  Indian  Agency 

Latitude  43  degrees  57  miiuites.  longitude  99  degrees  20 
minutes.  On  the  right  bank  of  the  Missouri  river,  80  miles  by 
land  above  Fort  Kandall  and  105  miles  below  Fort  Sully. 
Nearest  postoffice  at  Crow  Creek  Agency,  Dakota.  Nearest 
railroad  station  is  at  Yankton,  155  miles  distance  by  land,  and 
217  miles  by  river.  Nearest  telegraph  station,  at  Fort  Tliomp- 
S'on,  8  miles  above,  on  the  ]Missouri  river.  Springfielcl,  Dakota, 
the  nearest  town  of  any  importance,  132  miles  distant. 

The  military  buildings  consist  of  quarters  for  one  com- 
pany; officers'  quarters,  hospital,  guard  house,  ofiices,  store 
houses,  three,  library,  bakery,  stables,  etc.  All  the  buildings 
are  constructed  of  cottomvood  logs. 

Quartermasters'  and  subsistence  stores  are  furnished  from 
depots  at  Chicago.  Sioux  City,  Yankton,  and  Jeffersonville, 
Ind.,  and  transported  by  rail  to  Sioux  City,  then  by  boat  to 
post.  "Water  is  obtained  from  the  jMissouri  river  by  means  of 
vragons.  Wood  furnished  by  contract.  Twelve  months'  sub- 
sistence kept  on  hand. 

The  Indians  occupying  this  reservation  are  the  Lower 
Brule  Sioux.  At  present  there  are  two  hundred  and  fifty 
lodges,  with  an  average  of  six  person  to  each  lodge.  The  esti- 
mated number  of  warriors  is  500. 

Abandoned  1880. 
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Post  at  Cheyenne  River  Ag-ency 

Cheyenne  Agency  i»  located  on  the  Missouri  river,  7  miles 
above  Fort  Sully,  Dakota.  302  miles  from  Sionx  City,  Iowa,  by 
wagon  road,  and  about  500  miles  by  river.  Yankton,  Dakota, 
237  miles  distant  by  land  and  315  by  river;  Nearest  postoffice 
and  telegraph  at  Fort  Sully. 

The  militaiy  buildings  consist  of  quarters  for  tAvo  com- 
panies, with  necessary  outbuildings,  officers'  quarters,  hospital, 
guard  house,  block  houses,  two;  storehouses,  three,  capacity  in- 
adequate; bake  house,  stable,  workshops,  laundress'  quarters, 
etc.  All  the  buildings  are  constructed  of  cottonwood  logs, 
with  the  exception  of  a  frame  storehous-c. 

Quartermaster's  and  subsistence  stores  furnished  from  the 
depots  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  Yankton,  Dakota;  Chicago,  IlL,  and 
Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  by  rail  to  Sioux  City,  thence  by  Missouri 
river.  Hay  contracted  for  in  the  vicinity.  Wood  supplied  by 
contract,  Water  supplied  from  the  ]\rissouri  river  by  means  of 
wagons.    Twleve  months'  subsistence  kept  on  hand. 

The  Indians  at  this  agency  are  the  ]\linneconjou,  Sans  Arc 
a.nd  Two  Kettle  tribes  of  Sioux.  About  1,500  are  now  at  the 
agency  and  its  vicinity,  and  not  more  than  this  number  are 
considered  permanent  residents.  The  number  present  has  varied 
from  1,500  to  7,000,  the  latter  number  being  at  the  agency  dur- 
ing part  of  1S69  and  1870.  The  majority'  of  the  Indians  be- 
longing here  are  constantly  coming  and  going  and  associate 
with  roving  hostile  bands.  The  disposition  of  the  Indians  at 
the  agency  who  receive  rations  all  the  year  round,  or  nearly  so, 
is  good,  with  the  exception  of  the  young  men,  who  are  not 
reliable. 

This  post  known  as  Fort  Bennett  was  abandoned  upon  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1S89,  under  which  the  agency  was 
removed  to  opposit  Forest  City. 
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Post  at  Grand  River  Indian  Agency 
(Abandoned  June,  1875.) 

On  the  Missouri  river,  90  miles  by  land  and  about  120 
miles  by  river  above  Fort  Sully,  Dakota.  Postoffice  at  the  post. 
I'elegraph  station  at  Fort  Sully.  Yankton,  Dakota,  the  nearest 
town  of  any  importance,  370  miles  distant  by  wagon  road. 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  440  miles  distant  by  land,  and  about  680 
miles  by  river.  Agency  and  post  removed  to  Standing  Rock, 
Dakota. 

The  military  buildings  were  constructed  principally  of 
Cottonwood  logs.  They  consisted  of  quarters  for  two  com- 
panies, otHcers'  quarters,  hospital,  guard  house,  library,  store- 
houses, stables,  laundres-s'  quarters,  bake  house,  workshops,  etc. 
They  have  been  removed  to  the  new  post  at  Standing  Rock 
Agency. 

Quartermaster's  and  subsistence  stores  are  furnished  from 
the  depots  at  Chicago,  111.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  Jeffersonville', 
Ind.,  transported  from  Sioux  City  by  ^Iis>;ouri  river.  Wood 
supplied  by  contract.  AYater  obtained  from  the  ^Missouri  river. 
Tw^elve  months'  subsistence  kept  on  hand. 

The  Indians  formerly  belonging  to  this  agency,  and  now 
at  Standing  Rock  Agency,  Dakota,  are  the  Upper  and  Lovrer 
Yanktonnais,  Cutheads,  Blackfeet,  Uncpapa,  and  Sans  Arc 
hands  of  Sioux,  numbering  from  7,000  to  9,000.  Disposition,  at 
present,  peaceable. 


Plan 
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Post  at  Whetstone  Indian  Agency 
(Troops  withdra^m  April  30,  1872.) 

Whetstone  Agency  is  located  on  the  ^^lissouri,  30  miles  dis- 
tant from  Fort  Randall,  Dakota,  and  175  miles  from  Sioux 
r  City,  Iowa,  by  land.    Nearest  postotTice  and  telegraph  station  at 
Fort  Eandall. 

The  military  buildings  consist  of  quarters  for  one  company, 
officers'  quarters,  hospital,  guard  house,  block  house,  store 
house,  magazine,  bakery,  stables,  work  shops,  etc.  All  the 
buildings  are  constructed  of  logs  and  cottonwood  boards  and 
slabs,  and  are  in  good  condition. 

Quarternmster 's  and  subsistence  stores  are  furnished  chiefly 
from  depot  at  Chicago,  by  rail  to  Sioux  City,  thence  by  steamer 
to  post.  Water  is  obtained  from  the  ^lissouri  river  by  means 
of  wagons.  Wood  supplied  by  contract,  and  cut  on  the  In- 
dian lands  in  the  vicinity.  Twelve  months'  subsistence  kept 
on  hand. 

There  are  only  a  very  few  Indians  now  at  this  agency. 
Brules,  Ogallallas,  Yanktonnais,  and  Two  Kettle  bands  of  Sioux. 
The  agency  for  the  Indians  beloiiging  to  this  reserve  was  re- 
moved June  2,  1871,  to  a.  point  on  White  river  260  miles  dis- 
tant, and  100  miles  from  Fort  Laramie,  Wyoming. 
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OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE  PERTAINING  TO  THE  WAR 
OF  THE  OUTBREAK,  1862-1865. 

The  executive  cominiltee  have  felt  it  wise  to  assemble  and 
publish  for  the  benefit  of  South  Dakota  his-torical  students,  as 
much  as  concerns  the  South  Dakota  region  of  the  official  cor- 
respondence ]-)ertaining  to  the  Indian  war  which  followed  the 
great  outbreak  of  the  Sioux  Indians  in  Minnesota,  beginning 
on  xiugust  18,  1862. 

Chiefly  this  material  is  scattered  through  the  Rebellion 
Records  and  is  readily  available  but  to  a  few  scholars.  Some  of 
it  has  been  secured  directly  from  the  war  department  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  fugitive  matter,  has  been  gathered  up 
Many  interesting  papers,  notations  pertaining  to  Avhich  are 
found  in  the  correspondence  published  have  been  utterly  lost, 
but  in  the  main  the  student  will  find  herein,  chronologically 
arranged  the  connected  stoiy  of  the  progress  of  the  war. 

Unless  otherwise  stated  the  figures  at  the  end  of  each 
letter  indicate  the  volume  and  page  of  the  Rebellion  Record 
where  the  original  may  be  found. 


The  Beginning'  of  the  War  of  the  Outbreak,  1862 
General  Orders  No.  50. 

War  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.'s  OiBce, 
AVa.shington,  May  2,  1862. 
The  Department  of  Kansas  is  hereby  restored  as  described 
in  General  Orders,  No.  97,  of  1861,  as  follows:  To  include  the 
States  of  Kansas,  the  Indian  Territory  west  of  Arkansas,  and 
the  Territories  of  Nebraska,  Colorado,  and  Dakota ;  headquar- 
ters at  Fort  Leavenworth. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 
13-368  L.  THO:\rAS,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders  Xo.  1. 

Ildqrs.  Department  of  Kansas. 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  ]\iay  5,  1862. 
^  I,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  Headquarters  Department 
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at  ^\"ashingtoii  the  iindersig-ned  liereby  assumes  eommaud  of 

tliis  department.    *    *  * 

13-370 

James  G.  Blunt,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Leavenworth,  Kans.,  ]\Iay  29,  1862. 

Plon.  E.  :\r.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  ^"ar. 
Sir:  If  the  AVar  Department  desires  it,  I  eau,  if  authorized 
raise  two  companies  of  Dakota  volunteers  to  garrison  Fort 
Randall,  in  Dakota  Territory,  and  thus  relieve  the  three  com- 
panies of  the  Fourteen  Kegiment  of  Iowa  Valunteers  now  gar- 
risoning Fort  Randall. 

III,-2-7G  "NV.  JAYXK,  (J<nrrnor  of  Dakota  Territory. 

S.— :\Iy  address  is  Yankton.  Dak.  Ter. 


Proclamation 

AVhereas  the  recent  Indian  outhreak  and  the  war  in  I\lin- 
nesota,  and  the  still  more  recent  attack  at-  Sioux  Falls,  and  the 
murder  in  open  daylight  of  one  of  our  oldest  and  most  respected 
settlers- and  his  son  (Judge  Ami.hui  ami  son)  in  their  field, 
within  a  mile  of  a  place  guarded  by  a  detachnuM-it  of  the  Da* 
kota  cavalry,  gives  us  good  I'eason  to  fear  Indian  depredations 
and  vrarns  us  to  prepare  for  defense:  'Therefore, 

It  is  ordered  that  every  male  citizen  in  the  Territory  be- 
tween the  ages  of  IS  and  50  shall  at  once  eni-oU  himself  in  a 
company  to  be  formed  for  honn  defense  in  his  respective  coun- 
ty, with  such  arms  as  he  may  have  in  his  possession. 

Immediately  on  the  recei^tion  of  this  proclanmtion  it  is 
ordered  that  the  citizens  of  Cole  eounty  assend)le  at  Elk  Point 
for  the  purpose  of  organizinu-  a  company  for  home  protection: 
that  the  citizens  of. Clay  county  meet  at  tlie  town  of  Vermillion: 
thiat  the  citizens  of  Yankton  county  meer  at  the  town  of  Yank- 
ton; that  the  citizens  of  Bon  Ilonnne  county  meet  at  Bon 
Homme:  the  citizens  of  Todd  county  will  meet  at  the  settle- 
ment opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Runninir  Water  rivei-,  and  the 
citizens?  of  Charles  :\lix  county  will  meet  at  Pease  settlement. 

I  have  already  made  a  requisition  on  the  commanding  of- 
ficer at  Fort  Randall  for  arms  and  annnunition,  which  will  at 
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once  be  distributed  among  the  companies  formed.  If  a  sufficient 
supply  of  arms  cannot  be  had  at  Port  Randall,  I  will  at  once 
supply  each  company  Avith  arms  from  Fort  Levenworth. 

The  citizens  of  each  county  will,  after  assembling  together, 
proceed  to  elect  their  own  officers,  who  will  be  commissioned 
by  me  as  soon  as  the  returns  of  the  election  shall  be  sent  to  this 
office.  I  will  endeavor  to  secure  from  the  Yankton  agency  a 
few  reliable  Yankton  Indians  to  act  as  scouts. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name 
and  affixed  my  official  seal. 

Done  at  Yankton,  this  thirtieth  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 
(SEAL)  AYlLLIA^l  JAYXE,  Governor. 

Sen.  Doc.  241,  oSth  Cong.,  2nd  Sess. 


Yankton,  Dak.,  Executive  Office, 
September  3,  1862. 

General  James  G.  Blunt : 

Dear  Sir:  Colonel  ITolliday^  wrote  to  you  fully  yesterday 
in  relation  to  our  defenseless  condition  and  in  regard  to  our 
pressing  military  wants  and  necessities.  Since  the  Indian  out- 
break and  war  in  :\linnesota  and  that  attack  upon  our  settle- 
m.ent  at  Sioux  Falls  and  the  murder  of  Judge  Amidon-  and  son 
and  each  dny's  news  of  additional  butcheries  of  families  in 
Southern  and  AYestern  :Minnesota,  a  general  alarm  pervades 
all  our  settlements.  Family  after  family  are  leaving  our  Terri- 
tory and  whole  settlements  are  about  to  be  broken  up.  AYe 
must  have  immediate  aid  and  assistance  from  you  or  else  our 
Territory  will  be  depopulated.  I  have  ordered  and  enrolled  all 
the  militia  in  our  Territory,  but  we  are,  to  a  great  extent, 
without  arms  and  ammunition — a  few  thousand  people  at  the 
mercy  of  50.000  Indians,  should  they  see  proper  to  fall  upon 
us.  I  hope  you  will  at  once  send  us  300  muskets,  with  an  ample 
supply  of  ammunition. 


iColonel  Holiday.     No  other  mention  found  of  this  man. 

2Judt?p  Joseph  B.  Amidon,  county  judiAe  of  Minnehaha  county.  For 
fun  storv  of  his  death  and  sketch  of  his  life  see  Vol.  I,  i>.  128,  also  Vol. 
II.,  p.  305. 
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I  also  most  earnestly  request  that  you  will  order  three 
c(»mpanies  of  cavalry  to  this  Territory,  to  be  stationed  where 
they  will  atlord  the  most  protection  to  our  people. 

Beseeching  you  to  take  immediate  steps  for  our  protection, 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

13-613       AV.  JAYXE,  Governor  Dakota  Territory. 

P.  S. — As  our  people  are  now  building  at  three  different 
points  a  block-house,  I  am  most  desirous  that  you  will  send  me 
three  6-pounders,  with  a  reasonable  supply  of  ammunition. 


General  Orders  No.  128. 

War  Department,  Adjt.-Gen's.  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  7,  1862. 

The  following  orders  are  published  for  the  information  and 
guidance  of  all  concerned: 

ORDERED,  That  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  incln.l- 
ing  the  States  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota,  the  Terri- 
tories of  Nebraska  and  Dakota,  with  the  troops  raised  and  to  be 
raised  in  the  Department,  bt,  ana  tliey  arc  hereby,  placed 
under  the  connnand  of  ^Nlajor-General  Pope,  who  will  proceed 
forthwitli  to  his  command,  establisliing  his  lieadquarters  it  Saint 
Paul,  ]\linn. 

EDWIN  :M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 
13-618  L.  THOMAS,  Adjutant-General. 


State  of  Iowa.  Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Council  BlulYs,  Iowa,  September  15,  1862 
Hon.  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  Iowa  City: 

Sir:  I  returned  last  evening  from  Sioux  Cit}^  and  wi]f 
briefly  report  what  has  been  done  by  me  and  the  condition  of 
affairs  at  that  point. 

At  Sioux  City  I  found  a  large  portion  of  tlie  settlers  from 
Eastern  and  Southern  Dakota.  I\Iost  of  them  had  left  in  great 
haste,  and  in  many  instances  left  their  stock,  together  with 
their  crops.  IMany  also  from  Woodbury,  Ida  and  Sac  Counties^ 
Iowa.  In  fact,  nearly  the  whole  settlements  of  Dakota  and 
Northwest  Iowa  are  at  Sioux  City  and  this  side. 

As  regards  Indians,  their  depredations,  and  the  present 
danger  from  others,  I  believe,  upon  the  l^e'st  information,  that 
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there  are  at  the  present  time  no  hostile  Indians  within  100 
miles  of  Sioux  City.  There  have  been  no  depredations  in 
this  State,  and  witli  the  two  exceptions  in  Dakota— the  murder 
of  two  men  at  Sioux  Falls,  and  the  burning  of  some  houses  and 
stacks  of  grain  eight  miles  above  Vermillion,  Dak.,  and  killing 
some  stock  there:  this  last  was  done  last  Wednesday.  With 
these  two  exceptions  there  has  been  nothing  done  as  yet  in 
]owa  or  Dakota.  All  the  whites  left  in  Dakota  are  at  Fort 
Randall  or  at  Yankton  Agency,  which  has  been  fortified.  Bon 
Homme,  Vermillion,  and,  in  fact,  every  other  town  and  settle- 
ment is  deserted.^  At  Sioux  City  they  have  nearly  completed 
a  fort  300  feet  square,  with  block-house  at  each  corner.  They 
kVQ  still  at  work  completing  it,  for  even  the  bravest  and  calmest 
among  tl'cm  believe  there  is  considerable  prospective  danger. 

1  saw.  while  at  Sioux  City,  Captain  LuBarje,-^  who  has  just 
returned  with  his  boat  from  the  Upper  :\Iissouri.  Captain 
LuBarje  has  been  in  the  American  Fur  Company's  employment 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  says  never  before  this  trip  have  the 
Indians  bern  unusually  hostile.  lie  says  the  whole  Sioux>^ation 
i.^  bound  for  a  war  of  extermination  r. gainst  the  frontier,  but 
says  they  will  not  come  to  Sioux  City,  but  go  down  by  Forts 
Laramie  aiul  Kearney  and  beyond.  Captain  LuBarje  says  that 
the  British  CJovernment,  through  tiie  Hudson  Bay  Company, 
are,  in  his  opinion,  instigating  all  these  Indians  to  attack  the 
Avhites.  He  says  British  rum.  from  Red  River,  comes  over  onto 
the  .Missouri  River,  and  British  traders  are  among  them  con- 
tinually. I  liave  great  confidence  in  his  judgnuMit  and  opinion. 
He  says  there  are  at  present  no  Lidians  within  300  iniles  of 
Sioux  City  on  the  :\Iissouri  River,  but  that  Government  must 
send  a  foi-ce  and  punish  these  ^Minnesota  Indians,  or  the  whole 
Western  frontier,  from  St.  Paul  to  New  ]\[(.xico,  will  be 
attacked,  l)ut  if  those  are  punished  he  thinks  the  rest  will  all 
be  good  Indians  and  no  danger. 

13-63S        II.  C.  XUTT,  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

3Thi.s  statement  too  broad  and  in  fact  was  not  at  aU  justified  by 
the  facts.  Vankton.  Vctniinion.  KUc  I'oint  and  Ricliland,  at  least  w.ere 
not  desorte<l,  luit  the  citizens  remained  and  piejiared  for  self  defense. 

♦Captain  Joseph  T.a  llarse,  born  at  St.  Louis  October  1.  1.^15.  and  died 
April  3.  r-!!'?.  For  a  fuH  account  of  his  career,  see  Chitten<len's  "liis- 
torv  of  Karlv  StHaniiioat  XaviLration  of  tlie  Missouri,  and  Life  and  Ad- 
ventures of  .iMs.Mdi  r.ar.arue."  LaTiarue's  su^uestion  rliat  r.ritisii  m- 
tluence  was  r«'spon.-ihi,-  f->r  tiie  outbreak,  thou.uh  generally  held  at  the 
time  was  without  foundation  in  fact. 
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Headquarters,  Department  of  the  Northwest 
Saint  Paul,  :\nnn.,  September  23,  1862. 
Major-General  llalleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  date  just  received.  You  do  not  seem 
to  be  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  Indian  outbreaks.  The  Sioux, 
2,600  warriors,  are  assembled  at  the  Upper  Sioux  Agency 
ready  to  give  battle  to  Colonel  Sibley,  vrho  is  advancing  against 
thein  with  1,600  men  and  five  pieces  of  artillery.  Further  AYest 
they  have  murdered  the  settlers  along  the  frontier  of  Dakota 
anel  nearly  depopulated  that  Territory.  In  Nebraska  the  same. 
*  *  *  Unless  vigorous  anel  powerful  measures  are  at  once 
taken  to  put  a  stop  lo  tliese  troul^les  and  restore  confidence  the 
whole  of  :\Iinncsota  west  of  the  .Mississippi  and  the  Territories 
of  Dakota  and  Nebraska  will  be  entirely  depopulated."  *  * 
13_663  JNO.  POPE,  :\rajor-General. 


Headquarters  ^Military  Expedition 
Camp  Release,  October  5,  1SG2. 

jMaj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn. 

The  bands  of  Lower  Sisselon  Sioux,  headed  by  Sleepy 
Eyes  and  AVhite  Lodge,-'  consist  of  perliaps  100  or  more  fighting 
men,  and  these  have  gone  with  their  families  toward  the  Coteau 
des  Prairies;  they  will  proba1)ly  be  found  on  or  near  the  Pig 
Sioux  or  Janies  River,  where  they  usually  nuike  tiieir  f:dl 
liunts,  and  they  can  only  be  overtaken  and  destroyed  l)y  a 
sufficient  force  of  mounted  mm.  They  were  the  perpetrators 
of  the  blooeiy  massacres  at  Lake  Shetak  and  other  points  near 
the  Iowa  line. 

33-711  H.  IL  SIBLEY,  Colonel,  Commanding. 

^Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  new^^  of  J''^:  0"t^;;;-^l'.,^.l,,,V^^ 
Sioux   at    RefUvoo.l   FaHs   on    the   movninp:   of   Au^u.st     ^  ,  onu^!^ 

Ramsey  of  ilimirsota  be,i;an  the  or^ani/.auun  ot  Huch  foiceb  couKl 
be  raised  an.l  placed  th^m  under  command  ot  Henry  H.  Sible\  a  pu  neei 
fur  trader  Siblev  move<l  eautiously  and  finally  siruck  the  hostile  bioux 
at  Wood  T.ake,  Yellow  .Medicine  county,  on  tne  mornmu  ot  bept  lo.  and 
save  them  a  sov»'re  punislim-nt.  That  day  he  was  aldt^  to  release  the 
Shite  capiives  at  Lac  Qni  Parle,  and  Little  Crow,  the  leader  of  the 
hostiles,  escaped  to  Canada. 

-For  thr  story  of  Wliite  Lodi^e  and  his  proi;r-ss  to  the  Missouri,  see 
Vol.   IL.  p.  "0.-..  et  seq. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  October  6,  1862. 
:\[ajor-General  Pope,  Saint  Paul,  Minn.: 

Anns  and  artillery  have  been  ordered  to  Dakota.    I  am 
informed  that  the  AVar  Department  has  instructed  the  Governor 
of  Dakota  in  reirard  to  raising  troops.    Xo  more  brigadier- 
generals  can  be  assigned  to  your  department.    *    *  * 
13.714  11.  AV.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief. 


Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn.,  October  7,  1862  —  1.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  11.  AV.  Ilalleck,  General-in-Chief: 

Little  Cro^v,  with  a  snuiU  fragment  of  his  band,  has  fled 
to  the  Yankton  Sioux  on  James  Pviver."  He  will  be  immediately 
followed  by  a  largo  mounted  force. 

1  have  ordered  $500  reward  for  him  dead  or  alive,  so  as  to 
make  him  an'  outlaw  among  the  Indians.  Nearly  the  whole  of 
his  band  have  deserted  him  and  are  coming  in  begging  for 
mercy.  It  will  be  ntcessary  to  try  and  execute  many  of  those 
engaged  in  the  late  horrible  outrages,  and  "also  some  of  the 
AYinnebagocs'.  1  shall  disarm  the  Sioux  and  bring  them  down 
near  Fort  Snelling,  where  they  will  be  fed  for  the  winter, 
paying  the  uses  from  the  aiuuiity  money.  They  must  be 
brought  here  and  disarmed,  as  the  inhabitants  will  not  return 
to  their  homos  otherwise.  There  are  also  some  of  the  Yankton 
Sionx  whom  the  nxuuited  expedition  will  demand  and  bring  in. 
13-716  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General. 


Special  Order 

IToadquarters  Dakota  ]\lilitia, 
Yankton,  Dak.  T.,  October  7,  1862. 
AVhereas,  Iiulian  depredations  have  recently  been  committed 
within  the  limits  of  onr  Territory,  and  a  feeling  of  anxiety  and 
insecurity  prt.-vails  among  the  inhabitants,  which  is  rapidly 
depopulatiiiLT  tho  Te!-rit(U-y;  ami  having  applied  by  special 
messenger  to  (ien.erid  Blunt,  commandinir  the  Department  of 
Kansas,  for  tnwtps  from  without  our  limits  to  protect  our  settle- 

«General  P"i-e  was  mistaken  about  the  destination  of  Little  Crovv, 
who  Itavitm  »';inip  iiei.  aso.  went  by  way  of  Fort  Abeicronibie  and  UeJ 
Ilivei-  to  the  CcOiaiUan  liivo.     See  \'ol.   II.,  2;»t;. 
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ments,  and  owing  to  a  change  in  this  military  department,  and 
the  application  not  yet  having  been  complied  with  : 

Therefore,  believing  that  longer  delay  will  endanger  Un' 
lives  and  property  of  our  inhabitants,  it  is  her'jby  ordered  tiiat 
the  militia  shall  forthwith  enter  upon  active  service.  1  have 
concluded  to  accept  eight  companies  of  volunteer  militia  (four 
companies  of  infantry  and  four  companies  of  cavalry),  to  serve 
nine  months  unless  sooner  discharged.  This  force  will  be 
tendered  to  ]\Iajor-General  Pope  for  his  acceptance  into  the 
United  States  service  for  the  said  term  of  nine  months. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  cavalry  companies  will  be 
required  to  furnish  their  own  horses,  equipments  and  clot  bin lt 
until  such  time  as  the  same  can  be  otherwise  furnished,  riatinns 
will  be  furnished  the  men  as  soon  as  they  are  accepted  i)y  inc. 
The  pay  will  be  the  same  as  allowed  to  similar  cum  panic's  in 
the  United  States  service. 

The  militia  companies  in  the  Territory,  orgMiii/t'd.  v.-ili  \)o 
accepted  as  soon  as  tendered  with  full  compkMiienl  of  im  n. 
which  require  by  Territorial  law,  30  men  as  the  miniinum  ninu- 
bei-  for  cavalry  and  40  for  infantry. 

In  addition  to  these  companies  now  organized,  otlur  r<M!!- 
panies  will  be  accepted  until  the  full  number  is  ohiain.M]. 

Kendezvous  will  be  designated  to  each  company  as  soon  as 
it  shall  be  accepted. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  this  time  of  danger  to  our  froiuier.  a  in  id 
national  embarrassment,  our  citizens  will  promptly  r.'sjioiid  t<> 
this  call  and  defend  their  firesides  from  the  outranks  of  tio- 
Indian,  and  restore  to  our  inhabitants  that  quiet  and  s<M/nrity 
which  but  recently  prevailed,  and  re-estal)lish  Dakota  as  a  saf.' 
and  inviting  home  to  the  immigrant, 

AV.M.  .lAVXK. 

Governor  and  Comniandcr  in  Chirr 
of  :\lilitia,DakotaTerritory. 
Sen.  Doc.  241,  5Sth  Cong.,  2nd  Sess. 


108 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


Saint  Paul,  :SVmi\. 
October  10,  1862—3  p.  m. 

Major-Geiieral  Halleck : 
The  Sioux  war  is  at  an  end.  All  the  bands  en-aged  in  the 
late  outra-es,  except  5  men,  have  been  captured.  It  will  be 
r.ecessary  to  execute  many  of  them.  The  settlers  can  all  return. 
1  have  'not  yet  heard  from  the  expedition  to  the  Yankton 
villages,  but  with  the  return  of  that  there  will  not  be  a  hostile 
IndiL  East  of  the  .Missouri.  The  example  of  hanging  many  of 
the  perpetrators  of  the  late  outrage  is  necessary  and  will  have 
a  crushing  elVeet.  I  shall  tomorrow  issue  an  address  requesting 
all  the  frontier  settlers  to  return  to  their  homes. 
lS-';24:  J^'O.  POPP:,  :^Iajor-General. 

Saint  Paul  ]\linn., 
October  14,  1862  —  11  a.  m. 

Major-Gen  oral  Halleck : 

Have  not  heard  from  expedition  to  Yankton  villages.  In- 
dians preparing  for  battle;  from  all  appearances  there  will  be 
a  decisive  tight  — about  500  lodges  of  them. 

Siblev  has  plenty  of  men  and  artillery.  No  fear  of  results. 
13.737     '  '  JXO.  POPE,  Major-Gencral. 

Ileadrpiai-ters  Department 'of  the  Northwest 

Saint  Paul  ^Hnn.,  October  20,  1862 
I^Iajor-General  Halleck.  AVashington,  D.  C.: 

There  will  probal)ly  be  no  fight  with  the  Yanktons.  The 
war  is  over.  All  the  Sioux  prisoners  will  be  brought  to  Fort 
SnelliuL^-.  I  would  be  glad  to  get  decision  on  question  of  disarm- 
ing annuity  Indians,  etc.  :\Iany  Sioux  and  some  AVinnebago 
criminals  must  be  executed.  Will  send  names  a.s-  soon  as 
possible. 

13.755  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General. 


Yankton  Agency, 
Greenwood,  Dak.,  December  24,  1862. 
The  President  of  the  ['nited  States: 

Little  Cr.^w.  AVhite  Eodire,  Sleepy  Eyes,  I'awn  aiid  Bi<j 
Head,  with  from  500  t»>  1.000  Santee  and  Yankton  waiTiors, 
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ft  re  now  on  the  3lissouri  River,  above  Fort  Pierre,  prepanni:  (ov 
an  early  spring  campaign  against  the  whites.  They  are  nuirdcr- 
ing  all  the  whites  in  that  region.  They  can  be  captured  lliis 
winter  of  General  Cook  can  have  the  men  and  means-.  Let  liini 
be  ordered  to  "Washington,  to  confer  with  General  Pope  while 
there.  There  is  no  time  to  be  lost,  if  they  are  to  be  captured. 
22-PL.  I.— 867  JA]^IES  S.  AYILLIA.MS,  Associate 

Justice  of  Dakota. 
AY.  A.  BURLEIGH.  U.  S.  Lulian  Agent. 

W.  JAYNE,  Governor. 


Campaign  of  1863 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Xoi-tliwest 
Milwaukee,  AYis.,  Feln'unry  17,  LSi;;5. 

Brig.  Gen.  IL  H.  Sibley, 

Conniuanding  District  of  ^Minnesota: 

Dear  General:  I  arrived  here  on  the  Mlh  and  yo>ter<l)y 
received  your  letter  of  the  11th.  As  you  laiow,  it  has  always 
been  my  purpose  to  make  a  vigorous  campaiLrn  aL'ainst  ih-- 
Indians  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  spring.  I  desire  y(ui  i<> 
organize  the  expedition  sent  out  from  your  district,  and  to  coin- 
mand  one  column,  with  a  general  supervision  of  the  others 
from  your  district.  I  had  hoped  that  you  eordd  (»rgariize  at 
least  two  columns,  of  sufficient,  strength,  from  y<»ur  district,  and 
hope  still  that  you  may  be  able  to  do  so.  The  Indk  of  the  troops 
in  this  department  are  in  Minnesota  .  I  desire  to  send  three 
cohnnns  into  the  field  as  soon  as  possible — one  from  In  ad  oj- 
navigation  on  ^Minnesota  River,  as  you  suggest:  one  from  the 
border  of  Iowa,  by  way  of  Big  Sioux  River,  and  one  from  F<n't 
Randall,  up  the  ?vlis.souri  River.  Some  small  force  will  also  visit 
the  Red  Lake  Indians.  The  only  objection  I  have  to  your  i)ro- 
posed  organization  is  the  small  force  of  cavalry  you  propose  to 
lake.  I  should  suppose  that  the  main  portion,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  your  force  should  be  cavalry,  with  sueh  artillery  as.is^  needed. 
I  can  only  assemble;  outside  of  your  troops  in  .Minnesota,  about 
2,000  men  for  the  :\lissouri  River  expedition,  and  these  are 
mostly  cavalry.  I  should  like  you  to  organize  two  columns, 
if  you  can,  of  sufficient  strength  to  act  separately.  If  not.  you 
must  move  with  one.    I  suppose  the  horses  bought  last  autunui. 
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about  2,000  in  luiinber,  would  be  sufficient  to  give  you  a  heavy 
cavalry  force  with  each  column,  say  one-half  as  strong  as  your 
'infantry.  1  will  have  your  requisitions  attended  to,  and  the 
supplies  forwarded  from  Saint  Louis  as  soon  as- the  river  is 
navigable.  I  think  your  estimate  for  transportation  very  large, 
as  on  such  a  campaign  your  meat  ration  will  be  taken  on  the 
hoof,  and  you  need  only  sugar  and  coffee,  flour  (of  hard  bread), 
and  salt  to  be  transported  in  your  wagons.  Celerity  of  move- 
ment, as  I  need  not  suggest  to  you,  is  all-important  on  such 
expeditions;  with  much  infantry  and  large  wagon-trains,  this 
would  be  next  to  impossible.  Please  make  every  arrangeme-nt 
to  move  at  the  earliest  moment,  and  I  call  your  attention  agaiii 
to  an  increa&e  of  the  cavalry  force.  You  will  have  to  mount 
some  of  your  infantry  for  the  purpose,  but  as  the  main  object 
is  to  transport  your  forces  with  the  greatest  rapidity  from  one 
point  to  another,  this  arrangement  will  answer.  *  *  j 
write  you  fully  a.s  soon  as  preparations  are  made  for  the  cam- 
paign. 

22-115  JNO.  POPE,  :\Iajor-General,  Commanding. 


Department  Headquarters  of  the  Northwest, 
IMilwaukee,  Wis..  February  25,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen:  H.  11.  Sibley,  Commanding  District  of  Minnesota: 
General : 

Your  letter  of  the  19th,  to  Major  Selfridge,  has  been 
received.  All  stores,  etc.,  will  be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  the 
river  opens.  The  information  concerning  Little  Crow  and  the 
intentions  of  the  Sioux  Indians  is  very  conflicting  as  it  reaches 
me  from  difterent  quarters.  Vrom  Fort  Randall  I  learn  posi- 
tively that  Little  Crow  is  encamped  on  the  IMissouri  River,  150 
miles  above  Fort  Pierre,"  and  that  the  attack  of  the  Sioux 
tribes  (if  any  attack  l)e  made)  Avill  be  upon  the  settlements 
along  the  :\Iissouri.  About  2,500  men,  most  of  them  mounted, 
will  be  asstmbkd  at  Fort  Randall  as  soon  as  the.  Missouri  can 


^This  was  of -course  false  information.  Little  Crow  wag  not  at  any 
time  on  the  Missouri. 
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be  navigated,  for  operations  up  the  river,  in  conjunction  with 
your  operations  in  ^Minnesota.    *    *  * 

22-123  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General,  Commanding. 


'    Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Office  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General 
Milwaukee,  June  1,  1863. 

l^rig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully  r 

Commanding'  First' Military  District,  Sioux  City  : 

General:  Your  letter  of  May  25  is  received,  and,  in  answer, 
1  am  directed  to  say  that  you  are  authorized  to  ott'er  rewards 
for.  the  apprehension  of  certain  Indians,  as  you  suu'gest.  The 
major-general  last  autumn  offered  $500  reward  for  Little  Crow, 
dead  or  alive.  The  matter  of  the  delay  of  the  steami)oats  for 
your  expedition  has  been  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  F.  .Myers,  chief 
quartermaster,  who  is  instructed  to  take  innnediate  measures  to 
get  them  forward,  either  by  sul)stituting  otliers  or  by  liglitening 
them  of  a  portion  of  their  cargoes-,  so  that  they  can  proceed*. 
I  also  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received  from  the 
General-in-Chief  in  reference  to  pursuing  tlie  Indians  into 
British  territory. 

22-306  R.  0.  SELFKIDGR,  :\[ajor  and 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

:\Iilwaukee,  July  27,  1863. 
Haj.Gen.  H.  AY.  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. 
General .    *    *  * 

In  relation  to  the  apprehended  difficulties  in  Xel)raska,  I 
wrote  to  Sully  before  he  left  Sioux  City  to  ascertain  wiiether 
there  was  any  danger  South  of  the  :\Iissouri,  and  if  so,  to  inarch 

nVhen  the  expedition  of  1863  was  first  plunnol  John  Cook  of  Sprins- 
fieia,  Illinois,  a  brigadier  p:eneral  of  volunteers  and  a  civilian  of  char- 
acter and  enterprise  was  olaced  in  command  of  the  upper  Missouri  ais- 
trict.  During-  the  winter  of  IStiL'-G."  he  made  a  trip  as  tar  as  i- ort 
Pii-rre  to  inform  himself  of  tlie  situaiion  and  rt-i  ur-iinu-  to  his  head- 
quarters at  Sioux  Citv  viKort)Uslv  pushed  the  preparation  for  tlie  cam- 
paiun,  but  just  bL'fore'june  1:  after  ho  lial.a  portion  of  the  force  ni  tlie 
fndd  ixu'l  was  himself  about  to  start  up  the  riv.-r  when  he  was  super- 
cauied  bv  Gen.M-al  Alfred  Sullv.  Coolc  left  the  Dalvota  country  and  Sully 
mana-^ed  the  camitaii^n.  Ihe  order  placin.^"  .-^ully  m  coinmond  docs  not 
appear  in  the  llebellion  Records,  but  it  was  very   near  the  first  of  June. 
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Lis  command  on  the  North  side  of  the  Eiver  and  cover  the 
settlements  as  he  moved  North.  lie  replied  that  there  Avas  no 
danger,  nor  has  he  ever  intimated  that  there  was  any  Indiaif 
troubles  in  Nebraska  since,  though  I  have  .heard  from  him 
several  times  at  Sioux  City,  Fort  Randall  and  Fort  Pierre. 
Nebraska,  as  you  know,  is  not  in  my  department. 

Sully's  force  is  not  now  even  1,200  strong,  and  I  cannot 
reduce  it  and  accomplish  what  is  desired.    The  Seventh  Iowa 
Cavalry  has,  however,  been  sent  to  General  Schofield,  and  can 
take  the  place  of  the  Nebraska  regiment  now  with  Sully. 
22-^03  JNO.  POPE,  .AIa.jor-General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  August  5,  1863. 

Brig.-Gen.  Alfred  Sully, 

Commanding  Indian  Expedition: 

General:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  27th  instant, 
F.nd  I  assure  you  that  it  both  surprised  and  disappointed  me.  I 
never  had  the  slighte^^t  idea  you  could  delay  thus  along  the 
Piiver,  nor  do  I  realize  the  necessity  of  such  delay.  You'have 
100  wagons,  etc.,  se7it  from  Saint  Louis  ^and  about  20  with  the 
Sixth  Kegiment  h'om  Iowa.  I  supposed,'  of  course,  that  know- 
ing, as  my  letters  both  to  you  and  General  Cook  (your  pre- 
decessor) have  time  and  time  again  infonned  you,  how  neces- 
sary it  was  that  you  should  be  in  position  on  the  Upper 
Missouri,  or  between  that  River  and  Devil's  Lake,  to  co-operate 
with  General  Sil)ley,  you  would  have  unloaded  any  heavy 
baggage  you  have,  and  have  loaded  your  wagons  with  subsist- 
ence stores  and  have  pushed  on  without  delay.  I  never  dreamed 
you  would  consider  yourself  tied  to  the  boats  if  they  were 
obstacles  in  going  up  the  River.  As  matters  stand,  it  seems  to 
me  impossible  to  understand  how  you  have  staid  about  the 
River,  delaying  from  day  to  day,  when  time  of  all  things  was 
important,  and  when  you  had  wagons  enough  to  carry  at  least 
two  months  subsistence  for  your  command. 

If  you  have  not  adopted  this  course  before  this  letter 
reaches  you,  please  do  so  at  once,  and  move  rapidly  up  the 
Riv^r.    Leave  all  your  baggage,  and  load  your  wagons  with 
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subsistence.  Such  a  failure  as  you  anticipate  must  not  happen, 
as  it  will  be  impossible  for  you  to  explain  it  satisfactorily. 

'  Sibley  has  had  equal  difficulties  with  yourself,  but  he  has 
reached  Devil's  Lake  about  the  22d,  and  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  hear  of  him  on  the  ^Missouri  above  you. 

If  the  Indians  are  driven  into  the  British  possessions,  where 
we  cannot  follow  them,  we  will  have  done  all  in  our  power, 
and  no  one  can  be  dissatisfied;  but  this  much  must  be  done.  I 
trust  that  you  will  realize  the  importance  of  what  I  here  say 
to  you,  and  will  act  upon  it  promptly  and  fully.  Your  forces 
consist  entirely  of  cavalry,  and  there  can  be  no  reason  why  you 
should  not  be  abk  to  execute  the  object  of  your  expedition. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 
22-43-i'  JNO  POPE,  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Milwaukee,  August  14,  1863. 

^lajor-General  Halleck  : 

The  following  dispatch  from  General  Sibley,  dated  August 
7,  just  received : 

We  have  had  three  desperate  engagements  with  2,200 
Sioux  warriors,  in  each  of  wliich  they  were  routed  and  tin  ally 
driven  acros-s  the  ^lissouri  River,  with  the  loss  of  all  their  sub- 
sistence, wagons,  etc.  Our  loss  has  been  small,  while  at  least 
350  of  the  savages  have  been  killed  and  wounded.  Forty-six 
bodies  have  been  found. 

IT.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General. 

General  Sully  marched  from  Fort  Pierre  for  the  Big  Bend 
of  Missouri  River  on  the  20th  of  July,  with  1,200  cavalry  and  a 
battery.  AYill  doubtless  intercept  the  flying  Sioux  before  they 
can  cross  the  River.  Indian  hostilities  east  of  the  ^Missouri 
River  may  be  considered  ended. 

22-451     '  JXO.  POPE,  :Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  ^Minnesota, 
Saint  Paul.  August  15,  1S63— 10  a.  m. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  ^Milwaukee: 

General  Sibley's  point  on  the  ^Missouri  River  was  40  miles 

b}'  land  below  Fort  Clark.    Says  if  General  Sully  comes  up  s-oon, 
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he  ^vill  entirel^^  destroy  tlio  Indians.  For  three  mghts  he  fired 
artillery  and  ;ent  up  signal  roekets,  but  received  no  response 
from  General  Sully.  5Iajor  Selfridge  starts  ^vith  your  dispateh 
today. 

22^53  S.  :*IILLER,  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  August  20,  1863 

]Maj.-Gen.  H.  W.  Ilalleek. 

General-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  C. 

General-    I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed  reports  of 
Bri.adier-Geueral  SR.ley  and  his  subordinates,  of  the  late  Indian 
caiupaign,  and  the  battles  fought  with  the  ho.stile  Sioux.  The 
results  of  this  expedition  furnish  a  sufficient  commentary  upon 
the  representations  and  recommendations  made  to  you  and  the 
Secretary  of  War  bv  irresponsible  persons  concerning  the  organ- 
ization and  conduct  of  Indian  atl-'aii-s  in  Minnesota.    It  is  eas.v 
for  persons  who  are  not  responsible  for  results  to  find  fault  and 
cive  advice,  but  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  if  the  sugges- 
tions of  :^Ir  Williamson^-  and  others  had  been  adopted,  and  any 
ioree  sent  against  the  Indians  much  smaller  than  Sibley  took 
with  him,  such  force  would  have  been  cut  to  pieces-  or  driven 
back  and  the  whole  of  the  hostile  Indians  precipitated  upon 
the  frontier  settlements  of  ^linnesota  and  Iowa.    Of  course,  the 
wilitarv  authorities  would  have  been  held  accountable,  and 
properly  so.  whoever  might  have  been  these  advisers  and  whose- 
soever counsels  had  been  adopted.   It  is  s-afe  to  suppose  that  the 
military  authorities  who  are  responsible  have  taken  every  pos- 
sible means  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  true  condition  of 
affairs  and  have  adopted  such  measures  as  will  meet  the  ease. 
As  thev  have  the  means  to  procure  information  which  private 
individuals  have  not,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  but  that 
they  are  better  informed  than  any  private  citizen  whatsoever 
upon  matters  peculiarly  their  own  business. 

I  submit  these  remarl:s  because,  although  the  persons  who 
have  been  so  busy  in  fault-finding  in  the  matter  of  Indian 

Otlier  person  in  the  northwest. 
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affai>s  in  this  department  have  been  completely  discomfited  by 
the  results  of  Sibley's  campaign,  it  may  be  certainly  predicted 
-that  tliey  will  not  be  long  resorting  to  the  same  course,  and 
with  the  same  confident  assurance.  It  is-  to  be  hoped  that  they 
are  actuated  by  a  desire  to  promote  the  public  interest.^ 

General  Sully  has  not  made  the  progress  which  was 
expected  of  him,  and  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  have  made, 
but  the  Indians  were  so  badly  worsted  by  Sibley,  and  are  in  so 
destitute  a  condition,  that  he  has  nothing  to  do  except  follow 
up  Sibley's-  success  with  any  ordinary  energy  and  the  whole  of 
the  Indians  of  the  Upper  :^lissouri  will  be  reduced  to  a  state  of 
quiet  which  has  not  ubtained  for  some  years.  =^  =^ 
22-463  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General,  Commanding. 


(Confidential) 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  AVis.,  August  29,  1SG3. 

Hon.  E.  :\r.  Stanton. 

:Sly  Hear  Sir:'  The  returning  column  of  General  Sildey 
reached  Abei'crombie,  on  the  Red  lUver  of  the  Xorth,  on  tht3 
22nd  inst.  At  that  point  the  force  was  divided  into  several 
bodies,  which  are  now  engaged  in  scouring  the  country  down 
the  Big  Sioux  and  James  Ptivers,  as  far  as  the  Iowa  line,  AVest 
of  Kid  ]\iver,*  and  visiting  the  Chippewas  at  Red  Lake,  Otter 
Tail  Lake,  etc.,  East  of  Kid  River,  so  that  the  whole  Territory 
of  Dakota,  the  northern  and  Eastern  portions  of  ^^liunesota.  and. 
in  fact,  the  whole  country  East  of  the  ^lissouri,  will  i)e  thorr 
ougldy  visited  and  searched  by  our  troops.  I  do  not  supi»ose 
that  there  are  now  ten  hostile  Sioux  Indians  East  of  tiie  .Missouri 
River.  The  large  force  of  Indians,  three  times  defeatid  and 
driven  across  the  :Missouri  River,  with  the  loss  of  their  winter 
supplies  of  provisions  and  all  the  robes  and  furs  f(U-:  winter 
clothing,  will  not  be  able  to  return  to  :\linnesota  tliis  Avinter, 
if  ever,  in  a  body. 

General  Sully  reached  the  point  on  tiu^  :\[issouri  where  they 
crossed  only  a  few  days  after,  and  will  undoul)te(lly  follow 
them  up.     As  he  has  only  eavalry.  Jie  eui  do  this  with  the 


*I  am  unable  to  identify  this  streaiTi. — I>oani>  P.obinsoii. 
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Utmost  rapidity.    At  all  events,  with  a  large  cavalry  force  he 
has-  constantly  interposed  between  the  hostile  Sioux  of  ?.Iinnesota 
(now  South  of  the  ^lissouri  Kiver)  and  the  State  of  .Minnesota, 
a  glance  at  the  map  will  exhibit  how  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
it  will  be  for  thes-e  Indians  in  any  numbers  to  return  to  the 
:^Iinnesota    frontier    this   winter.     I    do    not    myself  believe 
that  there  is  the  slightest  likelihood  that  any  Indian  hostilities 
will  occur   again   in  the   State   from   Sioux   Indians.  Small 
parties  of   eight    or   ten   men    may   possibly,   at    great  risk, 
traverse  this   long   distance   and   connnit   some   slight  depre- 
dations; but  with  the   mounted  force   patroling  the  frontier 
the  risk  would  be  so  gi-rj^t  that  I  doubt  of  the  Indians  would 
attempt   even  this.     I   propose  to  leave  one  entire  regiment 
of  cavalry  (the  Sixth  Iowa)   this  winter  on  the  Upper  Mis- 
souri, at  Fort  Randall  and  Fort  Pierre,  as  an  additional  pre- 
caution against  any  attempt  of  the  Sioux  to  recross  to  the 
North   (East)   side  of  the  Missouri  River,  and  again  in  the 
spring  to  visit  the  entire  Indian  Nation  East  of  the  Rocky 
:\lountains.    I  also  propose  to  leave  in  :\Iiunesota  an  infantry 
regiment,  distributed  at  the  several  posts  along  the  frontier, 
wiUi    the    nu)unted    force    of   Hatch    and    500    men    of  the 
:\iounted  Rangers  to  patrol  the  whole  line  of  frontier  between 
these  stations.    I  do  not  myself  believe  such  a  force  necessary, 
but  in  defen-nce  to  the  natural  anxiety  of  the  people  after  the 
atrocitie<^  of  last   autiunn,   and  to   give  them  the  confidence 
necessary  to  induce  them  to  remain  on  their  farms,  I  thnik  it 
well  to  keep  such  a  force  in  .Alinnesota.    All  the  rest  of  the  force- 
in  that  State  I  propose  to  send  south  within  a  few  weeks. 
22.493  .  JNO.  POPE. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the'  Northwest, 
:\lihvaukee,  Wis.,  August  29,  1S63. 
Brig.-Gen.  H.  H.  Sibh-y : 

General:  The  termination  of  your  campaign  brings  us  at 
once  to  the  cpiestion.  wliat  is  to  be  done  with  your  troops? 
From  Geiieral  Sally  I  have  heard  under  date  of  the  16th  instant 
He  was  then  70  miles  above  Fort  Pierre,  and,  having  left  his 
boats  and  ])aLri;aire.  was  moving"  rapidly  up  the  ^Missouri,  with 
rations  for  thirty  days.    Ht  has  a  depot  at  Fort  l^ievre,  to  which 
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he  will  return  for  fresh  supplies,  but  will  keep  the  field  on  the 
Upper  :Missouri  and  in  Nebraska  and  Dakota,  as  the  case  may 
be,  till  November  1.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  last  letter  to  him, 
from  which  you  will  see  the  disposition  for  the  winter  which 
1  propose  to  make  of  the  large  cavalry  force  under  his  com- 
m.and.  I  myself  have  no  idea  that  the  Indians  whom  you  drove 
across  the  :Missouri  River  will  ever  return  for  hostile  purposes, 
or  in  any  other  way,  unless  permission  is  obtained  from  Wash- 
ington. The  presence  of  Sully  on  the  Upper  .Missouri  River  with 
this  large  cavalry  force,  ready  to  fall  on  the  rear  of  any  war 
party  Avhich  comes  to  the  North  side  of  the  .Missouri,  would 
render  saich  an  operation  too  hazardous,  even  (which  I  do  not 
believe)  should  the  Indians  feel  disposi-d  to  undertake  it. 
22-498  JNO.  POPE.  ^^lajor-General,  Commanding. 


Headciuarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  August  29,  1863. 
Maj.-Gen.  H.  W.  llalleck, 

General-in-Chief,  Washington: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  inclosed,  a  letter  to 
General  Sully,  specifying  the  duties  he  is  to  perform  and  the 
arrangements  he  is  to  make  for  the  winter.  I  propose  to  keep 
the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  for  the  winter  on  the  Tapper  Missouri, 
as  stated  in  this  letter,  not  so  much  with  a  view  to  the  protec- 
tion of  Dakota,  and  the  frontier  settlements  of  Iowa,  as  to 
prevent  the  return  to  ^^linnesota  of  the  hostile  Sioux,  lately 
driven  across  the  ]^lissouri  by  General  Sibley,  and  to  take  the 
field  early  in  the  spring  to  complete  the  settlement  of  Indian 
alfairs  in  Nebraska  and  the  Upper  :\lissouri  as  far  as  the  moun- 
tains. They  will  serve  a  good  purpose,  I  hope,  and  put  an  end 
for  some  time  to  come  to  Indian  troubles  in  tliose  regions. 

JNO.  POPE,  :Major-General,  Commanding. 


(Inclosure) 

Headquarters  Department  of  tlie  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  August  25,  1863. 
Brig.-Gen.  Alfred  Sully,  Fort  Pierre:  . 

General:  Your  dispateh  of  the  17th  is  received.  It  is  deeply 
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to  be  regretted  that  uiore  progres<s  was  not  made  by  the  expedi- 
tion under  your  command.     By  referring  to  my  letters  to 
yourself  and  your  predecessor  in  command,  you  will  find  how 
great  was  the  stress  laid  upon  the  necessity  of  placing  yourself 
in  time  in  position  to  co-operate  with  General  Sibley,  and  I  am 
consti-ained  to  believe  that  with  energy  this  much  at  least  could 
have  been  accomplished.  .  General-  Sibley  had  exactly  the  same 
kind  of  wagons  and  mules  you  had   (as  General  Allen  chief 
quartermaster  of  the  department,  himself  informs  me).    lie  had 
but  little,  if  any,  more  wagon  transportation  in  proportion  to 
the  strength  of  his  command  than  you  have,  yet  he  marched 
GOO  miles  through  the  same  character  of  country,  which  had 
been  subjected  to  the  same  drougiit,  and  with  a  large  infantry 
force-  defeated  t-lie  Indians  in  three  engagements,  drove  them 
across  the  :\Iissouri  River,  and  actually  reached  a  point  on  that 
River  160  miles  above  Fort  Pierre.    While  your  expedition,  all 
cavalry,  only  nmrehed  160  miles,  his  column,  consisting  largely 
of  infantry,  marched  600  in  that  time.     Under  these  circum- 
stances you  will  admit  that  it  is  hard  for  me  to  understand 
the  delay  which  has  attended  your  movements.    It  is  painful 
for  me  to  find  fault,  nor  do  I  desire  to  say  what  is  unpleasant, 
but  I  feel  bound  to  tell  you  frankly  that  your  movements-  have 
greatly  disappointed  me,  and  I  can  tind  no  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  them.    As  soon  as  you  receive  this  letter,  you  will 
please  x-ross  to  the  South  side  of  the'  Missouri,  and,  having 
loaded   your   wagons   with    provisions    and    ammunition  and 
s-uch  medical  supplies  as  are  absolutely  needed,  you  will  make 
a  thoi'ough  campaign  in  Nebraska/^'  proceeding  as  far  to  the 
West  and  northwest  as  possible  before  the  winter  overtakes  you.* 
It  is  desirable  that  some'  cavalry  force  be  stationed  this 
winter  at  Fort  Pierre,  or  in  that  neighborhood,  and  provision 
should  be  made  accordingly.   You  will  please  send  the  necessary 
orders  to  the  proper  officer  of  your  district  for  this  purpose. 
Your  command  will  occupy  Fort  Pierre,  or  the  neighborhood. 
Fort  Randall,  and  Sioux  City  for  the  winter,  as  also  such  points 
to  the  East  of  Sioux  City  as  will  effectually  secure  the  settle- 
ments in  Dakota  and  border  settlements-  of  Iowa. 


J^Tliis  is  an  erinr;  Dakota  is  intemled;  see  first  paragraph  of  Pope's 
letter  to  S'uUy.  of  Aui;ust  31,  post. 
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It  is  essential  that  such  measures  be  taken,  as  far  as 
possible  as  will  prevent  the  IMinnesota  Sioux,  lately  driven 
South  of  the  Missouri  by  C4eneral  Sibley,  from  recrossing  that 
Kiver  and  reoceupving  Minnesota,  or  in  iuiy  m-ge  bodies  com- 
mittiuc'  depredations  North  and  Kast  of  the  .Missouri. 

I  Intreat  vou  on  all  accounts  to  give  your  individual  atten- 
tion and  your  utmost  energy  to  the  accomplishment  of  these 
instructions. 

22.496  JXO.  POPE,  Ma.jor-Gen(ral,  Commanding. 

Headquarters.  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  \Vis.,  August  31,  1863. 

Briu'.-Geu.  Alfred  Sully; 

"General-  In  inv  letter  to  you  concen.ing  your  movements 
after  your  return  to  Fort  Pierre,  a  mistake  was  made  m  writing 
Nebraska  in  the  stead  of  Dakota.  ^ 

It  is  niv  purpose  that  you  move  from  Fort  Pierre  .o  the 
Black  Hills"  and  thence  North  and  northwest  as  far  as  prae- 
tieabl»  before  the  cold  weather  begins.  These  movements,  as 
f.r  as  their  direction  is  concerned,  will  depend,  of  cour.-e.  upon 
tlie  localitv  of  the  hostile  Indians,  but  it  is  your  special  mission 
to  deal  flnallv.  if  possible,  with  the  hostile  Sioux  driven  across 
the  Missouri"  Kiver  by  General  Sibley,  and  to  prevent  m  all 
events  their  return  to  the  borders  of  Minnesota  m  any  large 
force  If  vou  follow  them  and  press  them  closely  they  will,  no 
doubt,  in  their  present  destitute  condition,  seek  to  make  terms 

with  you.  .     ,    ,  „^  ^ 

Your  action  in  the  matter  must  of  necessity  be  left  to  your 
discretion,  the  circumstances  around  you  being  your  guide;  but 
one  restriction  must  be  insisted  on,  and  that  is  this,  that  these 
Indians  must  not  return  to  the  North  side  of  tne  Missouri  K.v,  r 
under  penaltv  of  their  lives.    Whilst  cireumstanees  may  render 
it  judicious  "that  they  be  permitted  to  remain  m  peace  on  the 
"South  side  of  the  River,  their  own  crimes  have  closed  forever 
Dakota  and  Minnesota  to  tlieir  reoceupation.    The  peace  of  the 
whole  border,  and  particularly  the  security  of  the  frontier 
settlements  of  ^linnesota  and  Iowa,  depend  upon  a  vigorous 
campaign  on  your  part  until  the  cold  weather  drives  you  from 
the  plains. 
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Your  presence  on  the  Upper  ^Missouri  in  time  to  have 
co-operated  with  General  Sibley  would  probably  have  ended 
Indian  troubles,  by  destroying^  or  capturing  the  whole  body  of 
Indians  which  fought  General  Sibley,  but  your  failure  to  be  in 
proper  position  at  the  proper  time,  however  unavoidable, 
renders  it  necessary  that  you  should  prosecute  with  all  vigor 
and  dispateli  the  campaign  I  have  marked  out  for  you. 
22-502  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General,  Commanding. 


August  13-September  11,  1863,  Expedition  Against  Indians  in 

Dakota 

Summary  of  the  Principal  Events- 
Sept.  3,18G3— Aclion  near  AVhite  Stone  Iliil,  Dak. 
Sept.  5,  1863 — Skirmish  near  White  Stone  Hill,  Dak. 

Reports 

No.  1 — Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
expedition. 

No.  2.--C0I.  David  S,  Wilson,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
.No.  3~.Alajor  Albert  E.  House,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry, 
No.  4— Col.  Robert  AV.  Furnas,  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry. 


NO.  1 

Report  of  Brig-.  G^n.  Alfred  Sully,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding 

Expedition 

Headquarters  Northwestern  Expedition, 
Camp  at  mouth  of  Little  Cheyenne  River, 
September  11,  1863. 
Major :    The  last  report  I  had  the  honor  to  send  you  was 
from  the  moutli  of  this  Little  Cheyenne  River,  bearing  date 
August  16,  1863;  since  which  time  my  movements  have  been 
too  rapid  and  the  danger  of  sending  any  communication  such 
that  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  do  so.    I  therefore  have 
the 'honor  to  report  my  movements  from  last  report  up  to  date. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  steamer  I  was  waiting 
for,  with  supplies,  finally  arrived.  She  was  immediately  un- 
loaded, and  all  the  baggage  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  com- 
mand was  sent  down  by  her  to  the  depot  at  Fort  Pierre,  to- 
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gether  with  every  man  who  was  in  the  least  sick  or  not  well 
mounted.  By  this-  I  rechiced  my  force  considerably,  and  was 
enabled  to  transport,  with  the  wretched  mule's  that  had  been 
furnished  me,  about  twenty-three  days'  rations,  and  forage 
enough  to  keep  these  transportation  animals  alive,  depending 
en  grass  I  might  find  to  feed  the  cavalry  and  artillery  horses. 
Luckily  for  me,  I  found  the  grazing  North  in  much  better 
condition  than  I  had  dared  to  hope  for. 

On  the  20th  we  were  visited  by  one  of  the  most  terriffic 
rain  and  hail  storms  I  have  ever  seen.  This'  stampeded  some  of 
my  animals,  and  a  few  were  lost — they  swam  across  the  ]\lis- 
souri — nud  it  also  destroyed  a  cpiantity  of  my  rations  in  the 
wagons,  thereby  causing  me  some  delay  in  the  mai'ch;  but  I 
succeeded  in  getting  off  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  ano. 
inarched  up  the  Little  Cheyenne  about  11  miles,  the  road  being 
\ery  heavy.  The  next  day  we  marched  only  7  miles,  camping 
on  a  slough  on  tlie  prairie  without  wood.  The  next  day  we 
marched  in  a  northwesterly  direction  to  the  outlet  of  Swan 
Lake. 

On  the  24th  we  marched  due  North  IS  miles,  and  encamped 
on  a  small  creek  called  Bois  Cache.  ITere  we  came  into  the 
buffalo  counlin',  and  I  formeel  a  hunting  party  for  the  com- 
mand, which  I  had  soon  to  disband,  as- they  disabled  more  horses 
tlian  buffalo.  We  continued  our  march  North  about  22  miles, 
and  reached  a  small  stream  called  Bird  Ache  Creek.  This  day 
the  hunters  succeeded  in  killing  many  buli'alos,  and  reporteel 
that  they  saw  Indians  near  the  ^Missouri. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2\)\h,  I  sent  out  a  small 
scouting  party,  who  captured  two  squaws  and  s(une  children, 
and  brought  them  in  to  me.  These  Indians  reported  that  Gen- 
eral Sibley  had  had  a  fight  near  the  head  of  Long  Lake,  and 
that  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  agenc\'  at  Crow  Creek,  but 
were  lost,  ami  were  alone;  but  the  scouts  found  traces  of  lodges 
going  up  the  ^Missouri.  I  therefore  irmtu  diately  detailed  Com- 
panies F  and  K  of  the  Second  Nebi-aska  Cavalry,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  (D.)  LaBoo,  ordering  them  to  go  to  the  ^lis- 
souri  and  follow  up  the  trail,  with  orders  to  capture  some 
Indians  if  possible,  and  l)ring  tiiem  in.  so  that  I  might  get 
infornuiti(Ui :  if  they  could  not  do  tliat,      lull  them  and  destroy 
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their  camps.  1  continued  the  march  with  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mand that  dav.  passing  through  large  herds-  of  Buft*ah)es,  and 
was  obliged  to  make  a  march  of  35  miles  before  I  could  reach 
water.  The  weather  was  very  hot,  and  it  was  night  before  we 
reached  camp  on  the  Beaver  River. 

Ou  the  27th,  I  started  late,  having  had  some  difficulty  in 
crossing  the  river,  making  a  march  of  five  miles,  still  in  a  north- 
erly direction,  and  encamped  on  another  branch  of  the  same 
River.  Company  K,  of  the  Second  Nebraska,  joined  me  this 
day,  having  been  separated  from  the  other  company.    The  next 
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^  llattle   of    Wklti'stune    Hill,   from    Painliny:    by   Gen.  SuUy 

dav  we  had  to  make  some  deviations  to  the  West  on  account 
ol'^hills  and  sh)U-hs.  and  made  the  outlet  of  Long  Lake,  a  march 
of  about  20  miles.  On  the  way  we  saw  numerous  signs  of  In- 
dians in  large  numliers  having  been  recently  there,  and  found 
an  old.  lame  Indian  concealed  in  the  bushes,  who  was  well 
known  \)v  many  of  tlie  men  of  the  company  as  having  for  some 
vears  residtd  near  Sioux  City.  He  had  the  reputation  of  being 
what  is  called  a  "good  Indian."  He  stated  that  his  horse  had 
been  taken  away  from  him,  and  tliat  he  had.  been  left  there. 
He  looked  almost  starved  to  death,    lie  gave  ine  tlie  foll.owin^^ 
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details,  which  have  since  mostly  turned  out  to  be  correct :  He 
stated  that  CTcneral  Sibley  had  fought  the  Indians  at  the  head 
of  Long  Lake,  50  miles  northeast  from  me,  some  wcel^s  a«;o; 
that  he  had  followed  them  down  to  the  mouth  of  xVpple  Creek; 
that  the  Indians  attacked  him  on  the  way,  and  that  tliere  wan 
some  skirmishing;.  At  Apple  Creek  Sibley  had  another  fight, 
and  that  in  all  the  fights  about  58  Indians  were  killed;  that 
General  Sibley  fortified  his  camp  at  Apple  Creek,  and  after 
awdiiie  returned  to  James  River;  that  a  few  days  after  Genera'! 
Sibley  left,  the  Indians,  who  had  their  scouts  out  watching, 
recrossed  the  ^Missouri,  and  while  doing  so  discovered  a  .^lacki- 
naw  boat  on  its  way  doAvn.  They  attacked  the  boat,  foiii^ht 
the  entire  day  until  siuidown,  sunk  her,  and  killed  all  on  board 
— 21  men,  three  women  and  some  children:  that  before  she  was 
sunk,  the  lire  from  the  boat  killed  91  Indians  and  wouiidfd 
many  more;  that  a  small  war  party  followed  Sibley  soiik*  days; 
returned  with  the  report  that  he  had  crossed  the  Janus  ]\iv<:r; 
then  some  of  the  Indians  went  North;  the  larger  portion.  in>w- 
ever,  went  toward  the  head  of  Long  Lake,  and  that  h<'  IhoiiLdit 
a  portion  of  them  were  encamped  on  the  ]^lissouri  Kivt-r  \\\st 
of  me. 

This  report  was  so  much  in  keeping  with  the  In<]ian  nnKle 
of  warfare  that,  though  it  came  from-  an  Indian,  I  was  h^l  to 
give  it  some  consideration,  particularly  the  part  that  siat«-d  ih«' 
Indians,  after  watching  Sibley's  return,  recrossed  wlio.i  a'd 
danger  was  over,  and  went  back  to  their  old  hunting  gr<iunds. 
Besides,  the  guides  who  were  acquainted  with  the  country  stated 
that  "a  large  body  of  Indians  could  not  live  on  the  other  side 
■\  long  wdthout  going  a  great  distance  "West;  that  always  at  tliis 
season  of  the  year  the  Inelians  encampeel  on  the  Cotcau.  m  ar  the 
tributaries  of  the  James,  where  the  numerous  hikes  or  springs 
kept  the  grass  fresh;  here  the  buffalo  were  pU^nty.  and  th.e 
lakes  and  streams  full  of  fish;  and  that  here  they  ])i'ei»ared.  their 
meat  for  the  winter,  moving  to  the  ^lissouri  where  fuel  was 
plenty,  to  winter."  I  therefore  determined  to  cliange  my  course 
towarel  the  East,  to  move  rapidly  and  go  as  far  as  my  rations 
would  allow. 

I  felt  serious  alarm  for  the  safety,  of  Captain  LaRoo,  wlio 
had  about  50  men  with  him,  and  wdio  liael  already  been  out 
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over  two  days  without  rations.    I  encamped  here  for  the  next 
day,  and  sent  out  four  companies  of  the  Second  Nebraska  ^and 
one' of  the  Sixth  Iowa,  under  command  of  ^lajor  (J.  W.)  Pear- 
man   Second  Nebraska,  to  hunt  him  up,  and  see  if  there  were 
any 'Indians  on  the  ^lissouri.    The  next  day,  however,  Captain 
LaBoo's  companv  returned,  liaving  made  a  march  of  187  miles, 
iivin<>'  upon  what  buffalo  and  -ame  they  could  kill,  s-couting-  the 
country  to  mv  left,  overtaking  the  camp  of  ten  lodges  he  was 
sent  after,  destroying  them,  but  seeing  no  Indians.    The  same 
day  (29tli)  I  sent  two  companies  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  to  the 
mouth  of  Apple  Creek.    They  reported  on  their  return  that 
they  had  found  tlie  fortified  camp  of  General  Sibley,  his  return 
trail  toward  the  East;  that  they  could  see  no  signs  of  there 
bavin-  been,  anv  fight  there,  nor  could  they  see  the  ^lackmaw 
boat  reported  bv  this  old  Indian.    This  detachment  was-  under 
command  of  Captain   (D.  W.  C.)   Cram,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavah^. 
The  battalion  of  :Major  Pearman  joined  me  before  starting, 
liaving  seen  nothing,  and,  after  a  march  of  above  90  miles 
through  a  country  with  no  wood  whatever,  but  with  good  grass 
and  plenty  of  lakes  of  the  most  abominable  water,  on  the  3rd  of 
September  wt  reached  a  lake,  where,  on  the  plains  nearby,  were 
fhe  remains  of  a  very  iarge  number  of  buffalo  killed,  some  of 
tliem  quite  recently.  '  Here  I  encamped  to  wait  the  reports  of 
the  commands  I  had  out  during  the  march,  who  every  day  dis- 
covered fresh  signs  of  Indians,  their  lodge  trails  spread  over 
the  country,  but  all  moving  to  a  point  known  to  be  a  favorable 
haunt  of  the  Indians.    I  had  this  day  de^tailed  one  battalion 
of  the  Sixth  Iowa,  :\lajor  (A.  E.)  House  commanding,  and  :\Ir. 
^Frank  LaFramboise  as  guide,  to  keep  ahead  of  me  five  miles, 
and  in  case  they  saw  a  small  band  of  Indians,  to  attack  them, 
or  take  them  jn-isoners.    If  they  should  find  a  large  band,  too 
large  to  succes>?fully  cope  with,  to  watch  the  camp  at  a  distance, 
and  send  word  back  to  me,  my  intention  being  to  leave  ^  my 
train  under  chartre  of  a  heavy  guard,  move  up  in  the  night 
time  so  as  to  surround  them,  and  attack  them  at  daybreak.  But, 
for  some  reason  satisfactory  to  the  guide,  he  bore  off  mueli  to 
my  left,  and  came  upon  the  Indians  in  an  encampnnmt  of  over 
400  lodges,  some  say  GOO,  in  ravines,  where  tiiey  felt  perfectly 
secure,  being  fully  persuaded  that  I  was  still  on  my  way  up  the 
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Missouri.  This  is  what  the  Indian  prisoners  say.  They  also 
state  that  a  war  party  followed  me  on  my  way  up,  in  hope  of 
stampeding  me;  but  this  they  could  not  do.  I  marched  with 
great  c^ve,  with  an  advanced  guard  and  flankers;  the  train, 
in  two  lines,  60  paces  apart,  the  troopers  on  each  side;  in  front 
and  center,  myself  with  one  company  and  the  battery;  all  loose 
stock  was  kept  between  the  lines  of  wagons.  In  this  way  1  lost 
no  animals  on  the  campaign,  except  some  few,  about  a  dozen, 
that  got  out  of  camp  at  night;  nor  did  the  Indians,  during  ail 
the  trip,  ever  attack  me  or  try  to  stampede  me. 

]\lajor  House,  according  to  my  inslructions,  endeavored  to 
surround  and  keep  in  the  Indians  until  word  could  be  sent  me; 
out  this  was  an  impossibility  with  his  300  men,  as  the  encamp- 
ment was  very  large,  mustering  at  least  1,200.  This  is  what  tlie 
Indians  say  they  had,  but  I,  as  well  as  .everybody  in  the  com- 
many,  say  over  1,500.  These  Indians  were  partly  Santecs.  from 
Minnesota:  Cut-heads-,  from  the  Coteau;  Yanktonais  and  some 
Blackfeet  who  belong  on  the  other  side  of  the  ^Missouri,  and  as  I 
have  since  learned,  Uncapa-pas,  the  same  party  who  I'ouizht 
General  Sibley  and  destroyed  the  MackinaAv  boat.  l>l'  this  I 
have  unmistakable  proof  from  the  letters  and  pnpo's  found  in 
the  camp  and  on  the  persons  of  some  of  the  Indians.  Itesides 
relics  of  the  late  Minnesota,  massacre;  also  from  the  fad  that 
they  told  :\lr.  LaFrambois,  the  guide,  when  lie  was  snrr<uin(iod 
by  about  200  of  them,  that  "they  fought  General  Sibley,  and 
that  they  could  not  see  why  the  whites  wanted  to  conic  to 
fifdit  them,  unless  thev  were  tired  of  living  and  want(Hl  to  die." 
Mr,  LaFramboise  succeeded  in  getting  away  from  thini  jift-T 
some  difficulty,  and  ran  his  horse  a  distance  of  more  than  ten 
miles  to  give  me  infornuition,  ]\iajor  House,  a\  ith  his  conuiiand, 
still  remaining  there.  He  reached  me  a  litth^  after  4  o'clock. 
I  immediately  turned  out  my  command.  The  horses  at  that 
time  were  grazing.  At  the  sound  of  the  bugle,  the  men  rush.u^, 
with  a  cheer,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes  saddled  u{)  and  were 
in  line.  I  left  four  companies,  and  all  the  men  who  were  [)oor]y 
mounted  in  the  camp,  with  orders  to  strilce  the  ttmts  and  corral 
all  wag(ms.  and,  starting  off,  with  the  Sectsnd  Nebraska  on  the 
right,  the  Sixth  Iowa  on  the  left,  one  company  of  the  Seventh 
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Iowa  and  ihe  battery  m  the  center,  at  a  full  gallop,  we  made 
this  distance  of  ten  miles  in  much  less  than  an  honr. 

On  reaching  near  the  ground  I  found  that  the  enemy  were 
leading  and  carrying  off  what  plunder  they  could.   :\Iany  lodges, 
however,  were  still  standing.   I  ordered  Colonel  (R.  W.)  Furnas, 
Second  Nebraska,  to  push  his  horses  to  the  utmost,  so  as  to 
reach  the  camp  and  assist  :Major  House  in  keeping  the  Indians 
corraled.    This  order  was  obeyed  with  great  alacrity,  the  regi- 
ment going  over  the  plains  at  full  run.    I  was  close  upon  the 
rear  of  the  regiment  with  the  Sixth  Iowa.    The  Nebraska  took 
to  the  right  of  the  camp,  and  was  soon  lost  in  a  cloud  of  dust 
o\er  the  liills.    I  ordered  Colonel  (D.  S.)  Wilson,  Sixth  Iowa, 
to  take  the  left,  while  I,  with  the  battery,  one  company  of  the 
Seventh  Iowa,  Captain  (A.  J.)  jMiUard,  and  two  companies  of 
the  Sixth  Iowa,  :\Iajor  Ten  Broeck  commanding,  charged  through 
the;  center  of  the  encampment.    I  here  found  an  Indian  chief 
by  the  name  of  Little  Soldier,  wath  some  of  his  people.  This. 
Indian  has  always  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  ''good  Indian" 
and  friendly.     I  placed  them   under   guard   and  moved  on. 
Shortly  after  I  met  with  tlie  notorious  chief  Big  Head  and  some 
of  his  men.    They  were  dressed  for  a  fight,  but  my  men  cut 
them  off.    These  Indians,  together  with  some  of  their  warriors, 
mustering  about  30.  together  with  squaws,  cliildren,  ponies  and 
dogs,    gave    themselves    up,    numbering    over    120  human 
beings.     About    the    same    time    firing    began    about  half 
a    mile    from    me,    ahead,    and    was    kept  up,  becoming 
more    and    more    brisk,    until    it    was    quite    a  respectable 
engagement.    A  report  was  brought  to  me  (which  proved  to 
b'^  false)  that  the  Indians  were  driving  back  some  of  my  com- 
mand.   I  immediately  took  possession  of  the  hillocks  nearby, 
forming  line,  and  placing  the  battery  in  the  center  on  a  higher 
knoll.    At  this  time  night  liad  set  in,  but  still  the  engagement 
was  briskly  kept  up,  and  in  the  melee  it  was  hard  to  distin- 
guish my  line  from  that  of  the  enemy.    The  Indians  made  a 
very  desperate  resistance,  but  finally  broke  and  fled,  pursued 
in  every  direction  by  bodies  of  my  troops.    I  would  state  here 
that  the  troo}>s,  though  mounted,  were  armed  with  rifles,  and, 
according  to  my  orders,  most  of  them  dismounted  and  fought 
afoot  until  the  enemy  broke,  when  they  remounted  and  went 
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in  pursuit.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  I  could  not  have  liad  an 
hour  or  two  more  of  daylight,  for  I  feel  sure,  if  I  had,  I  could 
have  annihilated  the  enemy.  As  it  was,  I  believe  I  can  safely 
say  I  gave  them  one  of  the  most  severe  punishments  that  the 
Indians  have  ever  received.  After  night  set  in,  the  engage- 
ment was  of  such  a  promiscuous  nature  that  it  was  hard  to 
tell  what  results  would  happen;  I  therefore  ordered  all  the 
buglers  to  sound  the  rally,"  and,  buildmg  large  fires,  remained 
under  arms  during  the  night,  collecting  my  troops. 

The  next  morning  early  (the  4th)  I  established  my  camp 
on   the  battlefield,  the  wagon  train,  under  charge  of  ^la.jor 
Pearman,  Second  Nebraska,  havhig  in  the  night  been  ordered 
to  .join  me,  and  sent  out  strong  scouting  parties  in  ditferent 
directions  to  scour  the  country  to  overtake  what  Indians  they 
could:  but  in  this  they  were  not  very  successful,  though  some 
of  them  had  little  skirmishes.  They  found  the  dead  and  wounded 
in  all  directions  of  them,  some  miles  from  the  battlefiekl;  also 
immense  quantities  of  provisions,  baggage,  etc.,  where  they  had 
apparently  cut  loose  their  ponies  from  their  ''travois"  and  got 
off  them;  also  large  numbers  of  ponies  and  dogs,  harnessed  to 
'Hravois,"  running  all  over  the  prairie.    One  party  that  I  ser.t 
out,  went  near  to  the  James  River  and  found  there  11  dead 
Indians.    The  deserted  camp  of  the  Indians,  together  with  the 
country  all  around,  was  covered  with  tlieir  {)lun:ler.    I  devoted 
this  day,  together  with  the  following  (the  5tli),  to  destroying 
all  this  property,  still  scouring  the  country.    I  do  not  think  I 
exaggerate  in  the  least  when  I  say  that  I  burned  up  over 
400,000  to  500,000  pounds  of  dried  buftalo  njeat  as  one  item, 
besides  300  lodges  and  a  very  large  quantity  of  propi-rty  of 
^o-reat  value  to  the  Indians.    A  very  laroe  number  of  pimies 
^\ere  found  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field:  besides  a  larue 
number  were  captured.    The  prisoners-  (some  loO)  I  tak-e  with 
me  below,  and  shall  report  to  you  more  specially  in  regard  to 
llicm. 

The  surgeon  of  the  Second  Xebraslca  Regiment.  Dr.  H(nven 
who  has  shown  great  en.eroy  and  desire  to  attend  to  his  duties 
during  the  campaign,  started  out  dui'ing  the  night  of  the 
cngatrement  with  a  party  of  15  men  to  <j(>  bark  to  the  old  camp 
to   secure  ambulances.     Rut   as  they   did   m.t    return   on  the 
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Hiornino;  of  the  second  day,  1  knew  that  he  was  either  lost  or 
captured.  (He  returned  about  noon  of  the  second  day.)  I 
therefore  sent  out  small  scouting  parties  in  every  direction  to 
hunt  them  up.  One  of  these  fell  into  an  ambuscade,  by  which 
four  of  tJie  party  were  killed  and  the  rest  driven  in.  I  imme- 
diately sent  out  five  companies  of  the  Nebraska  regiment, 
Colonel  Furnas  in  command,  who,  after  a  long  march,  found  the 
Indians  had  tied.  They  succeeded,  in  overtaking  three  concealed 
in  some  tall  grass,  whom  they  killed.  The  fight  had  been  so. 
scattered,  the  dead  Indians  had  been  found  in  so  many  different 
places,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  an  accurate  report 
of  the  nuiiiber  killed  of  the  enemy,  I,  however,  tliink  I  am 
safe  jn  reporting  it  at  100.  (I  report  those  that  were  left  on 
the  field  and  that  my  scouting  parties  found.) 

During  tlie  engagement  for  some  time,  the  Second  Nebraska, 
afoot  and  armed  with  rifles  (and  there  are  among  them  prob- 
ably some  of  the  best  shots  in  the  world),  were  engaged  with 
the  enemy  at  a,  distance  not  over  60  paces,  pourin-^on  them  a 
murderous,  fire  in  the  ravine  where  the  enemy  were  posted. 
The  shuighter,  therefore,  must  have  been  innnense.  Uy  officers 
and  the  guides  I  have  with  me  think  350  will  not  cover  thei-^ 
loss.  The  Indian  reports  make  it  over  200.  That  the  general 
may  know  the  exact  locality  of  the  battlefield,  I  would  sta'te  that 
It  was,  as  near  a.s  I  could  judge,  about  15  miles  AVest  of  the 
James  Kiver,  and  about  half-way  between  the  latitudes  of  Bone 
Butte  and  headwaters  of  Elm  River,  as-  laid  down  on  the  Gov- 
ernment map.  The  fight  took  place  near  a  hill  called  by  the 
Indians  AYhite  Stone  Hill. 

In^  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  troops  of  mv  command 
conducted  themselves  well;  and  though  it  was  the  first  fioht  that 
nearly  ail  of  them  had  ever  been  in,  thev  showed  that  they  are 
of  the  right  material,  and  that  in  time,  with  discipline,  they 
will  make  worthy  soldiers.  It  is  to  be  re-retted  we  lost  so 
many  valuable  lives  as  we  did,  but  this  could  not  be  lielped  •  the 
Indians  had  formed  line  of  battle  with  good  judo,nent,  from 
which  they  could  be  dislodged  only  by  a  char-e.  1  could  not 
use  mr  artillery  without  greatly  endanirerinir  the'  lives  of  my 
own  men;  if  I  eoidd.  I  could  have  slaughtered  thein 
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I  send  you,  accomx^anying,  the  reports  of  Colonel  Wilson,. 
Sixth  Iowa,*  and  Colonel  Furnas,  Second  Nebraska,  also  official 
reports  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  take  this  occasion  to  thank, 
both  these  officers  for  the  good  conduct  and  cheerfulness  Avith, 
v.diich  they  obeyed  my  orders  on  the  occasion.   Both  of  them 
had  their  horses  shot  in  action.    I  would  also  request,  permis-. 
sicn  to  state  that  the  several  members  of  my  staff  rendered  me 
every  possible  assistance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I  took  up  my  line  of  march  for 
Fort  Pierre.  If  I  could  have  remained  in  that  section  of  coun- 
try same  two-  or  three  weeks  I  might  have  accomplished  more; 
but  I  was  satisfied  by  the  reports  of  my  scouts  that  the-  In- 
dians had  scattered  in  all  directions— some  towards  the  James 
River;  some,  probably  the  Blackfeet,  to  recross  the  ^Missouri ; 
and  a  part  of  them  went  North,  where  the  Indians  say  they 
have  friends  among  the  half-breeds  of  the  north.  ^^ly  rations 
were  barely  sufficient  with  rapid  marches  to  enable  me  to  reacli 
Fort  Pierre.  The  animals,  not  only  the  teams  I  have  already 
reported  to  you  as  w^orthless,  but  also  the  cavalry  horses, 
showed  the  effect  of  rapid  marching  and  being  entirely  without 
grain. 

I  brought  with  me  all  the  prisoners  I  had,  and  tried  to 
question  them  to  gain  some  information.  The  men  refused  to 
say  much,  except  that  they  are  all  "good  Indians,"  and  the 
other  bad  ones  joined  their  camp  without  their  will. 

The  squaws,*  however,  corroborate  the  report  I  have  already 
given  you  in  regard  to  the  destruction  of  the  people  on  board 
the  Mackinaw  boat  and  the  fights  with  General  Sibley,  in  which 
the  Indians  had  a  part.  They  also  state  that  the  Indians,  after 
recrossing  to  this  side  of  the  ^^lissouri,  sent  a  party  to  follow 
SiMey  until  he  went  to  the  James  River,  then  returned  to 
their  camp  near  Long  Lake  to  procure  a  large  quantity  of  pro- 
visions and  other  articles  they  had  '^cached"  there,  and  tlien 
came  to  camp  where  I  met  them. 

After  marching  about  130  miles  we  reached  the  mouth  of 
the  Little  Cheyenne  on  the  11th,  where  I  found  the  steamboat 
I  had  ordered  to  be  there  on  the  8th  instant.  It  was  lucky  she 
was  there,  for  without  the.  grain  she  brought  up,  I  could  not 
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have  brought  my  empty  wagons  back,  for  some  miles  north  of 
Cheyenne  and  to  Pierre  the  grass  is  about  all  gone.  I  placed 
my  wounded  on  the  boat,  and  as  many  empty  wagons  as  she 
could  carry.  1  am  afraid  the  loss  of  horses  and  mules  will  be 
considered  very  great,  but  it  could  not  be  helped.  When  I 
found  it  impossible  for  the  rear  guard  to  get  an  animal  along, 
I  had  it  killed,  to:  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  :\Ia.ior,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALF.  SULLY, 

Uaj.  J.  F.  Meline,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen., 

.  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

S.— By  actual  count  the  number  of  my  prisoners  is  156 
-men  32,  women  and  children  124.  I  would  also  beg  leave^to 
sav  that  in  the  action  I  had  of  my  command  between  600  and  700 
men  actually  engaged.  My  killed  number,  as  far  as  can  be 
ascertained,  20:  my  wounded,  38. 

Eeturn  of  Casualties  in  the  United  States  Forces  Engaged  with 
Indians  Near  Wliite  Stone  Hill,  Dakota,  Sept.  3  and  5,  1863. 

(Compiled  from  nominal  list  of  casnafties,  returns,  etc.) 


COMMAND 

i  1 
KILLED        1      WOUNDED  | 

|Enlistedl  | 
Officers  1    Men     [  Officers  \ 

1          ,   1  J 

Enlisted}  Aggre- 
Men    !  '  gate 

i 

Septfi^nber  3 — 

'  6th   Iowa  Cavalry .... 

2d  Nebraska  Cavalry. 
September  5 — 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry.  .  .  . 

2d  Nebraska  Cavalry. 

!  1 

i '  ' 
  2  i   

  1     4  !....-. 

1 

21       1  31 
12       1  15 

  I  2 

'                '     17       i  2 

34       t  53 

!  ■ 

I           I  ! 

Note.  Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Leavitt,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  mortally 

-^-oimded  September  3. 

22-rt.  I.-555 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  David  S.  Wilson,  Sixth  lov/a  Cavalry. 

In  Battlefield  of  White  Stone  Hill, 
September  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  an  acoeunt  of  the 
participation  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  in  the  battle  of  White 
Stone  Hill  on  the  3rd  of  September,  1863. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  command  left  the  mouth  of  the  Bil' 
Cheyeinie  on  the  21st  of  August  last.  Nothing  occurred  to 
vary  the  monotony  of  the  usual  hard  marches  until  tlie  date 
a!>()ve.  On  the-  morning  of  that  day  I  received  an  order  I't-diit 
you  to  detail  from  my  command  one  battalion.  It  being  the 
turn  of  ihe  Third  Battalion  to  scout,  an  order  was  issued  direrl- 
ing  ^lajor  A.  E.  House  to  report  to  yoin*  headquarters  for  in- 
structions, which  was  promptly  done.  Company  ^1,  commanded 
by  Capt.  Y.  J.  Williams,  of  said  battalion,  hav  inii'  tin  ir  h<irsv*s 
used  up  by  constant  scouting,  it  was  unable  to  proceed  witli  tlu„ 
detail,  its  place  being  supplied  by  Company  H.  of  the  Second 
Battalion.  The  detail  for  the  scout,  was  Company  C,  L.  L. 
Ainsworth,  captain:  Company  I,  L.  K.  Wolfe,  captain;  Company 
P,  S.  Shattuck,  captain:  and  Company  H.  of  Sec(nid  Hattalion, 
C.  J.  ]\larch,  captain.  In  speaking  of  the  Third  Hattiilion,  I 
always  include  Company  H  in  this  battle.  They  lelt  t!n^  coui- 
nmnd  at  an  early  four.  After  its  departure  tlie  bri'jatle  tO(tk 
up  its  line  of  march  to  a  point  10  miles  east  of  this  phice,  wher-- 
we  arrived  about  2  p.  m.  In  the  space  of  two  honrs  the  nns- 
scnger  vilispatched  by  ]\Iajor  House  rode  swiftly  into  camp 
with  the  information  that  there  was  a  very  large  bddy  of  In- 
flians  near  him,  and  that  he  was  in  the  process  of  n<  ^otiation 
with  them  until  we  could  arrive.  It  was  Init  the  work  of  a 
few  minutes  for  the  whole  command  to  be  upou  its  way  to  tin 
battlefield.  The  10  miles  distance  was  passtd  quickly.  AVhen 
we  neared  the  battlefield  I  received  an  order  from  you  dire<*t- 
ing  me  to  take  one  of  my  battalions,  in  additiiui  t*»  the  Third. 
The  First  was  taken  by  me,  and  the  Second  Battalion  was  left 
with  brigade  headquarters.  I  then  ])i'oeeede(l  to  carry  out  your 
orders  to  surrond  the  Indians  and  drive  thcni  in.  (^n  every 
side  of  the  battlefield  were  strairu'linu-  Indians,  eiuleavorinir  to 


I 


132  SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 

escape     Immediately  joining  the  flank  of  the  First  npon  the 
Second  Battalion,  and  marching  both  in  line,  we  succeeded  m 
cirivin.^  a  large  portion  of  the  Indians  towards  your  head- 
quarters, down  into  a  ravine.    But  the  shifting  and  dressing 
of  the  line  as  it  marched.  I  became  detached  from  the  t  irst 
and  was  thrown  into  the  Third  Battalion.    The  Indians,  after 
having  been  quietly  driven  quite  a  distance  into  a  common  cen- 
ter  availed  themselves  of  the  darkness  that  was  coming  by 
suddenlv  firin^^  upon  us,  which  fire,  though  entirely  unexpected, 
was  immediately  returned  by  us  with  terrible  effect.    A\e  then 
commenced  making  preparations  to  fight  on  foot,_  when  the 
darkness  became  so  impenetrable  that  it  was  impossible  to  pro- 
ceei  farther     It  was  at  this  fire  of  the  enemy,  when  riding_ 
some  little  distance  in  advance  of  the  battalion,  that  my  horse 
was  shot  with  a  slug,  fatally  wounding  him.    He  lived  long 
enouoh  to  carrv  me  about  30  rods.    After  the  darkness  set  m 
we  went  into  camp  immediately  upon  the  battlefield;  corralled 
our  horses  and  threw  out  pickets,  while  the  command  slept  upon 
its  arms.    The  night  was  excessively  dark  and  cold,  but  the 
picket  -uard  killed  two  Indians  that  were  found  straggling 
near  our  camp.    At  length  the  day  appeared,  when  we  found 
that  the  enemv,  availing  themselves  of  the  darkness,  had  sud- 
denly decamped,  but  leaving  the   country  strewed  for  miles 
around  with  their  dried  meats,  provisions,  packs,  robes,  tepees, 
goods  and  ponies. 

We  lost  in  this  engagement  1  commissioned  officer.  10 
privates,  and  had  11  wounded,  1  of  them  since  dying;  some  of 
the  rest  being  wounded  badly,  and  some  very  slightly. 

-^I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  cheerfulness 
with  which  the  First  Battalion,  commanded  by  that  veteran 
Acting  :^la.ior  (J/)  Galligan,  obeyed  every  order  during  the 
time  they  were  under  my  command. 

Company  G.  of  the  First  Battalion,  and  Captain  (A.  B.) 
Moreland,  Lieutenant  (AY.  A.)  Heath,  and  Sergeant  (K.)  Au- 
brey, I  understand  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  intrepidity  m 
action.  Company  K,  and  Captain  (J.)  Logan  and  Lieutenant 
(S.  M.)  Parker,  liehaved  very  bravely,  and  deserve  most  fa- 
vorable notice  for  their  bravery. 
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Company  -D,  Captain  (T.  AV.)  Burdick  and  Lieutenants,  al- 
though temporarily  detaclied  by  my  orders,  are  entitled  to  the 
highest  prais-e. 

The  Second  Battalion  did  not  participate  immediately  in 
the.  fight,  as  stated;  but  from  the  zeal  with  which  they  entered 
on  the  march  to  the  battlefield,  and  the  cheerfulness  with  which 
they  obeyed  all  orders,  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  highest  desire 
would  have  been  that  of  active  participants  in  the  battle,  un- 
der the  command  of  their  gallant  major. 

I  wish  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  every  one  of 
the  field  and  line  officers  of  the  regiment,  without  enumerating 
them  by  name.  Prom  the  higliest  to  tlie  lowest  they  deserve 
the  most  favorable  consideration,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
almost  the  entire  conunand  engaged.  Being  their  first  battle, 
this  was  their  baptism  of  fire  and  steel,  and  most  nobly  did 
they  behave.  The  high  valor  earned  by  the  noble  action  of  the 
Iowa  troops  upon  the  bloody  field  of  battle  has  not  been 
tarnished  by  the  gallant  Iowa  Sixth  at  "White  Stone  Hill. 

I  have  spoken  most  minutely  of  the  action  of  the  Third 
Battalion,  because  it  was  my  destiny  to  be  thrown  with  thrm 
in  this  battle.  1  cannot  clos-e  my  rej^ort  without  again  calling 
your  attention  to  the  noble  part  borne  by  them  on  this  day 
luuler  their  brave  Major  House.  They  treated  and  talked  with 
that  large  force  of  Indians  until  we  arrived  to  their  aid,  ami 
then  the  part  they  bore  in  the  fight  deserves  the  highest  praise 
that  can  be  paid  to  brave,  heroic  men. 

I  desire  to  state  that  Dr.  (J.  H.)  Camburn,  by  his  personal 
presence  in  my  camp  on  the  battlefield,  rendered  the  wounded 
most  invaluable  s-ervice  through  that  long  night.  The  same 
/need  of  praise  can  also,  I  understand,  be  awarded  to  Assistant 
Surgeon  (S.  C.)  Haynes,  with  the  First  Battalion.  Assistant 
Surgeon  (T.  S.)  Bardwell,  being  left  with  the  sick  at  camp, 
was  not  present  at  the  fight,  but  rendered  such  assistance  as  he 
was  able  the  next  morning.  Chaplain  1).  U.  IMitehell  was  pres- 
ent' on  the  field  of  battle,  and  aftei-ward  rendered  all  the  as- 
sistance and  consolation  he  could  to  the  wounded,  spiritual 
f  nd  bodily. 

The  commissioned  officer  nuMitioned  as  being  k>st  was  Lieut. 
T.  J.  Leavitt,  second  lieutenant  of  Company  B.  and  acting  as 


134  SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 

reoiiuental  adjutant  for  some  time.  He  had  performed  the 
duties  of  said  office-  with  -reat  fidelity  and  ability.  Possessed 
cf  c^reat  natural  ability,  with  heroic  coura-e  and  gallant  bear- 
hicr"  the  entire  re-iment  mourns  his  loss  unceasingly. 

"'Lieut  Geor-e  E.  Dayton,  of  Company  C\  and  Sergt.  :Maj. 
Charles  W  Foi:-,  desvrve  favorable  notice  for  bravery  during 
the'  night  of  tlie  battle,  and  also  in  going  out  in  charge  of  a 
detail  "searehino-  for  wounded  men  upon  the  battlefield. 

Permit  me  sir,  to  eongratnlate  you  upon  the  magnitude  of 
vonr  victorv  and  the  great  results  that  will  follow  from  it.  By 
skillful  manairemeut  vou  completely  surrounded  hundreds  of 
Indians  whom  vni  si-nally  routed,  eamping  on  the  battlefield, 
killin<-  and  woundinir  ovct  lUO  of  them,  besides  destroying  im- 
mense supi)lies  (,f  provisions  and  tepees,  and  taking  several 
hundred  prisoners.  Tlu;y  have  never  before  received  such  a 
terrible  blow,  and  it  will  certainly  be  the  means  of  securmg  a 
permanent  peace  with  these  heretofore  troublesome  Indians. 
When  we  take  into  consideration  the  immense  obstacles  with 
which  your  expedition  had  to  contend  at  every  step,  and  to  see 
them  so  signally  overcome,  must  astonish  every  one. 

AVhilst  1  thus  coiiLa-atulate  you  upon  your  brilliant  victory, 
I  must  not  imglect  lo  pay  a  passing  tribute  to  the  gallant  dead 
of  my  reoiment.  They  were  numbered  amoirg  the  very  best 
nien  hi  the  command/ and  most  gallantly  did  they  light  and 
fall.  To  th-eir  bereaved  families  and  relatives  I  tender  my  most 
heartfelt  sympathies. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  couple  of  letters  that  were  found 
upon  an  Indian  by  some  of  my  regbnent.  Inclosed  in  one  were 
two  -old  dollars  and  some  gold  dust.  They  seem  to  corroborate 
the  sU.rv  that  the  Indians  in  July  last  surrounded  a  ^Mackinaw 
boat  descending  the  ^lissouri  River  from  the  gold  mine  and, 
^^ter  fighting  with  the  crew  all  day,  succeeded  in  killing  the 
entire  number.  ^ 

I  have  the  iionor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant, 

22-Pt.  L-561  ■  S.  WILSON, 

Colonel  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Capt.  Jolni  IL  Pell. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General.  . 
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Report  of  Major  Albert  E.  House,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

In  Camp  on  Battlefield  of  White  Stone  Hill, 

September   ,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  3rd  day  of  September,  1863,  in  obedience  to 
your  orders  and  under  instructions  from  Brigadier-General 
Sully,  I  look  the  line  of  march  from  our  camp  of  the  previous 
night  (which  was  about  30  miles  from  Wliite  Stone  Hill)  at 
5:30  a.  ni.,  having  under  my  command  Companies  C,  I,  F,  and 
H,  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  proceeded  in  a  southerly 
direction,  halting  every  hour,  dism (Hinting  the  men  and  allow- 
ing the  horses  to  graze  ten  minutes  at  a  time.  At  3  p.  m.  our 
guide  informed  me  that  a  camp  of  Indians  was  about  3  miles 
distant,  I  ordered  the  men  to  load  their  carbines  and  pistols, 
and  started  on  a  gallop  for  the  Indian  camp.  AVhen  within  a 
mile  of  the  camp,  we  halted  and  formed  in  line  of  batth\  with 
I  in  line,  II  and  F  as  flanhers,  and  C  as  a  reserve.  In  thi>- 
order  we  prc>ceedecl  and  took  position  behind  a  ridge  alxuit  ."iO 
rods  from  the  enemy,  where  we  had  then  an  easy  ranii-c.  and 
v/here  we  were  protected  from  their  fire.  Captain  (C  d.; 
:\iarsh,  of  Company  H,  and  Lieutenant  (G.  E.)  Dayton,  of  Com- 
,pany  C,  were  then  sent  forward  to  reeonnoiter.  They  i-i  turned, 
and  reported  that  there  Avere  400  lodges  of  the  enemy.  Vpon 
gaining  this  information  our  guide,  with  two  ])ieked  m»  n  from 
Company  C,  were  started  back  to  your  cam])  to  give  you  in- 
formation of  our  whereabouts,  and  that  re-enforcements  might 
be  sent  if  they  were  necessary.  As  the  ground  was  very  un- 
even, and  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  what  defenses  the  enemy 
had,  it  was  determined  to  make  a  reconnaisance  in  force.  For 
this  purpose  C(  riip'::\v  C  was  sent  to  the  left,  in  command  of 
Capt.  (L.  L.)  Ainsworth,  who,  with  great  pei'sonal  bravery. 
P'ushed  forward  with  vigor  and  rapidity  in  the -face  of  the 
enemy,  outnumbering  his  force  ten  to  one.  Captain  Marsh, 
with  Company  II,  also  pushed  forward  in  the  same  directicni, 
with  a  courage  which  would  have  done  honor  to  a  veteran  of 
a  lumdred  battles.  As  soon  as  these  companies  liad  returned 
and  re}H)rted,  Captain  (S.)  Shattuck,-  witli  Company  F,  was 
sent  out  to  the  right,  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy  in 
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that  direction.  AVhile  these  things  were'  being  done,  the  chiefs 
came  in  nnder  a  flag  of  truce  and  attempted  a  negotiation. 
They  ot^'ered  to  surrender  some  of  their  chiefs;  but  as  the 
commandant  did  not  know  who  was  entitled  to  speak  by  au- 
thorit}^  he  demanded  the  unconditional  surrender  of  all.  This 
the  Indians  refused  to  do,  and,  having  sent  away  their  squaws 
and  papooses,  together  with  their  stock  of  provisions,  they 
placed  themselves  in  battle  array.  Our  command  moved  for- 
ward, and  the  enemy  retreated  precipitately,  abandoning  every- 
thing except  their  ponies. 

While  we  were  thus  following  and  scattering  the  enemy, 
the  Second  Nebraska   Regiment   appeared   on  tlie  hill,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Furnas,  who  immediately  informed  the 
commander  of  the  forces  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  that  he  would  take 
tlie  riglit  of  the  flying  enemy  and  drive  them  in.  Whereupon 
we  formed  our  forces  in  column  and  took  the  left,  nrst  upon 
a  trot,  then  a  gallop,  and  finally  at  a  full  cliarge.    The  enemy, 
having  abandoned  everything  in  their  flight,  and  finding  that 
we  were  fast  gaining  upon  them,  collected  together  in  a  ravine 
and  prepared  for  battle.    We  again  formed  in  line  of  battl(^ 
and  were  advancing  upon  the  enemy  when  we  discovered  the 
Second  Nebraska  upon  our  left  flank;  they  were  dismounting 
and  preparing  to  fight  on  foot.    At  the  sailie  time  we  saw  that 
part  of  the  Si^xth  Iowa,  which  had  beeti  left  behind,  formed  in 
line  parallel  to  the  Nebraska  Second.    We  at  once  advanced 
our  lines  within  20  rods  of  tiie  enemy,  and  were  fired  upon  by 
them.    We  returned  the  fire  from  our  whole  line  with  terrible 
effect,  covering  ihe  ground  with  dead  men  and  horses.  The 
horses  then  l)ecame  so  restive  as  to  be  unmanageable  under  the 
fire  even  of  our  own  men  from  their  backs.     The  connnand 
was  tli>n  taken  back  25  rods  in  the  rear,  and  were  preparing  to 
fight  on  foot,  when,   darkness  setting  in.   tlie   command  ^^■as 
formed  in  a  hollow  square,  the  men  in  front  of  their  horses,  and 
-slept  on  their  arms.    AVe  placed  a  picker  guard  ai-ound  our 
camp,  under  eliai-ge  of  Scrgeant-AIa jor  Fong  and  Lieutenant 
Dayton,  who  ]U'omptly  performed  the   duties  assigned   tliem ; 
they    went  to  the  battlefield  after  dark,  to  look  after  wounded, 
and  for  this  I  r'^connnend  them  to  your  favorable'  eonsiderati(Ui. 
I  also  reeommend  Dr.  .].  H.  Camburn,  wlio  came  promjjily  to 
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the  relief  of  the  Avounded,  and  did  all  be  could  in  the  darkness. 
Anioug  those  who  distinguished  theinselves  for  personal 
bravery,  I  wish  to  mention  Capt.  L.  K.  Wolfe,  who  stood  in 
front  of  his  company  and  killed  an  Indian  every  shot  he  made. 
The  whole  command  did  well,  and  I  must  not  mention  in- 
dividual instances  for  fear  of  making  this  report  too  Uuig. 
About  100  of  the  enemy  were  killed.  AYe  took  a  large  number 
of  prisoners,  and  destroyed  all  the  winter  stores  of  the  enemy, 
among  which  was  -iOO  tons  of  dried  meat. 
22-Pt.  I.-564  A.  F.  HOUSE,  Major, 

Commanding  Detachment  Sixtli  Iowa. 

Col.  D.  S.  AYilson. 


No.  4. 

Keport  of  Col.  Robert  W.  Furnas,  Second  Nebraska.  Cavali*>'. 

lldqrs.  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry,  Cninp  Xo.  35. 

Dakota  Territory,  September  (j,  ISGo. 
Sir:  On  the  22d  of  August,  1863,  I  left  the  moutli  of  Little 
Cheyenne  Iviver,  Dakota  Territory,  under  comnuiud  uf  HriLra- 
dier-General  Sully,  in  company  with  the  reinainder  of  tlie  troops 
of  the  general's  expedition,  aiTiving'at  the  foot  of  Long  Lalvc. 
Territory,  on  tlie  28th  of  same  month,  where  it  was  hoped  we 
might  encounter  the  hostile  Indians.  Scouting  parlies  sent  out 
in  various  directions  returned  and  reported  no  Indians  to  be 
found;  ])ut  the  trail  of  General  Sibley's  command,  on  Ajiph- 
Creek,  was  eliscovereel,  anel  an  olel  Iiidinn,  captui'ed  some  days 
before,  reported  that  General  Sibley  liad  been  tlirouLiii  I  hat 
country  a  short  time  previous,  anel  liad  hael  two  tiLrhts,  and 
Iha^  many  of  the  Indians  had  crossed  llie  ^lissouri  iiivcr  after 
the  fight,  but  had  recrossed  to  this  side  of  sanu^  recontly.  ;iml 
were  to  be  found  somewhere  in  the  direction  of  Kim-  River. 
JiJakota  Territory.  On  the  march  frojri  tiiis  camp  lidditional 
scouting  parties  were  sent  out  ])y  tiie  general,  but  witiiout  sue-, 
oess",  anel  our  rations  beginning  to  run  slioi't.  the  expeditiiui 
took  a  circuitous  route  for  Fort  Pierre,  l)y  way  of  the  Jaims 
River.  It  was  with  feeliiiiis  of  despondency  at  wluit  ap{)eartHl 
to  i)e  the  inevitable  ill-sueeess  of  tiie  expedition  umh  i'  (  Jcneral 
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Sully,  from  causes  that  could  not  be  avoided  by  any  human 
power,  that  1  realize  tliat  it  must  i^robably  return  without  ac- 
complisliing-  that  for  whicli  it  Avas  designed. 

On  Thursday,  September  3,  1S63,  about  p.  m.,  and  soon 
after  going-  into  camp,  the  s-couts  of  the  expedition  reported 
600  Indian  lodg-es  10  miles  distant,  and,  in  compliance  with 
General  Sully's  orders,  I  immediately  proceeded  with  the  eight 
companies  (viz.,  E,  F,  G,  II,  1,  K,  L,  and  of  the  Second  Ne- 
braska Cavalry,  nund)ering  in  all  present  350  in  rank  and  file, 
under  my  command,  from  Camp  No.  33,  to  assist  Major  House, 
commanding  the  Third  Battalion  of  tlie  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  in 
surrounding  the  hostile  Indians.  On  approaching  the  Indian 
encampment  I  found  House's  battalion  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle  on  tbe  north  side,  and  on  reconnoitering  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion perceived  that  the  Indians  were  leaving  as  fast  as  possible. 
I  immediately  (u-dcred  ]\iajor  House  to  pursue  on  the  left  tlank 
of  the  enemy,  while  I  with  the  Second  Nebraska,  moved  on 
their  right  tiank.  Arriving  opposite  that  position,  I  perceived 
tiie  Indians  at  a  lialt.  formed  in  line  of  battle,  apparently 
awaiting-  our  attack.  I  ijiimediately  formed  my  men  in  line  of 
battle.  As  the  enemy  was  then  situated  and  my  men  formed, 
1  intended  to  have  advanced  the  Second  Battalion  (Companies 
P,  G,  L  and  ^l),  commanded  by  Captain  LtlBoo  (]Ma,jor  Pear- 
man,  being  field  otricer  of  the  day,  was,  by  order  of  Brigadier- 
General  Sully,  left  in  command  of  the  camp;  the  command 
therefore  devolved  upon  Captain  l^aBoo,  lieutenant  captain), 
with  the  First  Battalion,  commanded  by  ]\Iajor  (J.)  Tatfe 
(Companies  E,  II,  I  and  K),  as  a  reserve,  ai:d  invAit  further 
orders  from  the  general  commaiiding.  As  it  was  then  nearly 
dark,  I  felt  that  time  was  precious,  and  if  anything  was  to  be 
done  that  rdglit  it  nuist  be  done  speedily,  aiid  made  up  my  mind 
to  attack  the  enemy  immediately.  I  therefore  changed  my 
plan  of  0{)erations.  I  ordered  I\Iajor  Talfe,  with  his  battalion, 
to  proceed  to  the  head  of  the  ravine  in  which  the  Indians  were 
postecl^^^r  cut  otf  their  retreat  in  that  dii-ection,  which- order 
was  promptly  executed,  and  Ids  connuand  formed  in  line  await- 
ing further  orders.  I  then  ordered  tlie  Second  Battalion  to 
advance  directly  upon  the  enemy,  which  it  did.  ^lajor  Tatfe 
then,  by  my  order,  came  forward,  the  line  of  the  two  battalions 
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forming  an  obtuse  angle.  When  within  .100  yards,  I  ordered 
my  men  to  dismount,  and  after  advancing:  my  men  100  yards 
nearer,  ordered  the  Second  Tiattalion  to  open  the  battle  by  a 
volley  from  their  Enfields,  which  they  did  with  precision  and 
effect,  creating-  quite  a  confusion  in  the  enemj-'s  ranks.  At  this 
time  I  perceived  what  I  supposed  to  be  House's  battalion,  about 
iLo  inile^y  distant,  advancing  upon  the  enemy's  rear.  In  the 
order  in  which  my  line  was  now  formed  1  advanced  upon  the 
enemy,  pouring  in  upon  him  as  I  advanced  a  fire  from  my 
whole  line,  which  was  immediately  and  vigorously  returned 
by  the  Indians.  When  within  30  yards  of  the  enemy's  lines, 
I  ordered  a  halt  in  the  rear  of, a  slight  elevation  of  ground,  in 
front  of  which  was  a  ravine  in  which  the  Indians  were  i^osted. 
The  fight  now  became  general,  and  my  whole  line  was  holly 
engaged.  At  this  juncture,  what  I  supposed  to  be  House \^ 
battalion  (as  it  was  now  quite  dark)  advanced  aiid  commenced 
an  attack  upon  the  enemy's  left.  As  they  now  formed,  und 
fearing  that  the  Indians  would  attempt  to  escape  by  way  of  a 
ravine  a  short  distance  beyond  the  left  of  my  lini',  or  get  in 
my  rear  by  the  same  way,  I  ordered  ^^lajor  Tai'i'e  t<»  extend  tlie 
left  wing  of  my  line,  in  order  to  cover  this  supposed  outlet 
for  the  Indians  with  my  guns.  The  battle  now  raged  will) 
great  fury  for  some  time  on  both  sides.  The  enemy  siu-eos- 
sively,  by  a  desjieratG  chai-ge,  attem})ted  to  turn  my  right  and 
left  fianks',  but  they  were  repulsed  witli  slaughter.  Tiiey  fdl 
in  eveiy  direction  in  front  of  my  line  by  the  unerring  aim  of 
my  brave  soldiers,  who,  both  officers  and  men,  fought  with 
the  courage  and  coolness  of  veterans,  exposed  as  they  wei-c 
to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy  during  the  whulc  time.  At  this 
juncture  I  became  convinced  that  House's  battalion,  mistaking 
my  command  in  the  darkness  for  Indians,  were  firing  into  it.  I 
there^re  ordered  my  men  to  fall  back  out  of  range  of  House's 
guns  and  mount  their  horses,  as  the  Indians  were  now  in  a 
rout  and  were  fleeing  out  of  range  of  my  guns  u])  a  ravine 
some  distance  to  the  front.  The  horses  ])ecomintr  ahjirmed', 
to  a  considerable  extent  unmana^-eable  foi"  a  short  time, 
created  a  slight  confusion  as  the  men  were  in  the  act  of  mount- 
ing, but  it  was  only  momentary,  as  my  squadrons  were  in  a 
few  minutes  again  formed  in  line  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  200  yards 
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ic  the  rear  of  my  last  line  of  battle,  mounted  and  ready  to  fol- 
low up  the  victory,  as  the  enemy  were  fleeing-,  leaving  every- 
thing behind  them.  But  it  being  very  dark,  and  in  view  of  the 
position  of  the  Sixth  Iowa,  I  deemed  it  imprudent  to  attempt  a 
pursuit  before  morning,  as  it  was  then  8  :30  or  9  p.  m.  Having 
no  means  of  communicating  that  night  with  the  general  com- 
manding, I  ordered  my  men  to  dismount  and  lay  on  their 
ai-ms,  holding  their  horses,  until  early  dawn,  when  I  marched 
from  the  battleground  of  tlie  previous  evening,  and  went  into 
camp  about  one  mile  from  it  and  at  the  upper  end  of  the  In- 
dian encampment.  On  passing  over  the  ground  of  the  recent 
encampment  of  tlie  Indians  and  of  the  battle.  I  found  that  the 
enemy  had  abandoned  all  their  tents,  elotliing,  cooking  uten- 
sils, valuables,  supplies,  and,  in  fact,  everything  they  possessed 
was  strewn  over  the  ground  of  their  retreat  for  miles.  Their 
flight  had  been  so  precipitate  that  they  had  abandoned  every- 
thing but  their  dead,  Avhom  they  carried  away  as  fast  as  tliey  fell. 
Their  rout  was  so  complete  and  their  flight  so  sudden  that  many 
of  their  childi'on  were  left  behind  on  account,  as  I  suppose, 
of  their  being  an  encumbrance  to  their  flight.  Prom  the  best 
information  derived  from  tlie  guides,  the  enemy's  strength  Avas 
not  less  than  1,000  warriors.  Their  loss  in  killed  will  not  fall 
short  of  150,  as  the  scouts  sent  out  the  next  day  after  the  battle 
report  their  dead  as  scattered  over  the  country  for  miles  on  the 
line  of  their  retreat,  and  their  wounded  is  twice  that  number. 

The  casualties  in  the  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry  are  2  killed, 
13  wounded,  and  10  missing  men.  There  were  5  liorses  killed, 
9  AYOunded,  and  9  missing.  I  found  among  the  etfects  of  the 
Indians  ^linie  rifles  and  rifle  cartridges,"  also  several  boxes  of 
army  revolvers  anel  rifle  cartridges  were  found,  anel  various 
other  articles,  some  of  which  were  undoubtedly  taken  from  the 
whites  in  the  late  ^Iinner,ola  massacre.  The  enemy  was  com- 
posed of  Santees,  Brule',  Yanktonnais,  and  .Blackfeet  Sioux,  and 
Cut-heael  Indians,  and  were  evidently  the  same  Indians  with 
whom  General  Sibley  recently  bad  an  engauemcnt  on  Apple 
Creek.  The  Indians  are  now  destitute  of  supplies,  clothino-, 
aiid  almost  everything  else,  they  having  abandoned  all  except 
tlieii-  ponies  and  arms,     ^lany  of  the  former  were,  however. 
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killed  or  captured  during  the  battle.  I  would  have  pursued 
the  enemy  the  following  morning  after  the  battle  had  it  not 
been  for  the  exhausted  condition  of  my  men  and  horses. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  coinmand  are  not  only  en- 
titled to  my  thanks,  but  the  confidence  of  their  country,  for 
their  bravery,  efficiency,  and  promptness  on  this  occasion.  Not 
a  man  in  any  capacity  flinched  a  particle.  My  special  thanks 
are  due  to  Adjt.  Henrv^  M.  Atkinson,  Regimental  Quartermaster 
J.  S.  McCormick,  and  Commissary  Lieut.  J.  Q.  Goss,  for  valu- 
able- services  rendered  me  immediately  preceding  and  during 
the  engagement. 

22-Pt.  I.-565  R.  W.  FURXAS, 

Colonel  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry. 

Capt.  John  II.  Pell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Indian  Expedition. 


September  5,  1863 — Skirmish  with  the  Indians  Near  White 

Stone  Hill,  Dak. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  AY.  Hall,  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry. 
Hdqrs.  Conipany  F,  Sec(md  Nebraska  Cavalry,  Camp  No.  41. 

Dakota  Territory,  September  — ,  1863. 

Captain :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Sully,  commanding  Indian  expeditioji,  I  proceeded,  on  the 
morning  of  September  5,  1863,  with  12  men  of  the  Second  Ne- 
braska Cavalry  and  15  men  from  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  under 
my  command,  on  a  scout  in  search  of  Sei'geant  Bowen,  Sergeant 
Newcomb,  and  8  others  missing  from  the  Second  Nebraska 
Cavalry,  after  the  battle  of  AYhite  Stone  Hill,  on  the  3rd  in- 
stant. I  preceded  in  a  northeasterly  direction  from  the  battle- 
field, and,  when  15  miles  distant  therefrom,  I  was  attacked  by 
a  party  of  some  300  Indians,  and,  seeing  that  I  could  not  suc- 
cessfully resist  their  attack,  I  retreated  slowly,  returning  the 
enemy's  fire  until  my  conniiand  was  so  closely  pressed  by  the 
enemy  that  the  men  increased  the  rapidity  of  their  retreat, 
without  orders.  I  attempted  to  halt  them  several  times,  but  un- 
successfully. The  enemy  at  all  times  pressed  closely  on  my 
rear,  and  endeavored  to  cut  ofl'  my  retreat  to  camp,  from 
which  I  had  started  in  the  morning,  and  at  which  I  had  arrived 
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with  what  remained  of  my  eoiiiiiuind  about  12  ni.  that  day,  the 
enemy  pursuing  to  within  4  miles  of  the  cainp.  The  casualties 
on  this  scout  were  6  men  and  -4  horses  killed.  Sergeant  Blair, 
Company  K,  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry,  Sergeant  Rogers,  Sergl. 
S.  N.  Smith,  and  Sergt.  Isaac  L.  Winget,  of  the  Sixth  Iowa 
Cavalry,  assisted  me  in  my  efforts  to  control  the  men  and 
check  their  hasty  retreat. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  under  my  conunand  :* 

I  discovered  no  trace  of  the  missing,  of  whom  I  was  in 
search,  who,  however,  returned  to  camp  a  short  time  after 
my  return  and  on  the  same  day. 

The  men  under  my  command  succeeded  while  retreating 
in  killing  6  Indians  and  4  ponies,  and  wounding  many  others, 
the  number  not  known. 

All  of  whicli  is  respectfully  submitted. 
22-Pt.  I.-611  CHARLES  W.  HALL, 

First  Lieut.  Co.  P,  Second  Nebraska  Cav.,  Comdg. 
Detachment. 

Capt.  John  TI.  Pell,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department   of  the  Northwest, 
I\Iilwaukee,  Wis.,  September  23.  1863. 
Maj.-Gen.  H.  W.  Ilalleck,  General-in-Chief,  'Washington. 

General :  , 

General  Sully's  success  on  the  Upper  ^Missouri,  pushed 
vigorously,  as  he  has  orders  to  do,  will  lead  to  the  same  results 
m  that  ciuarter;  and  I  think  it  may  . safely  be  assumed  that  In- 
dian hostilities,,  on  any  considerable  scale,  are  transferred  to  the 
south  side  of  the  Missouri  Kiver.  It  is  probable  that  it  will  be 
necessary,  or  at  least  advisable  that  a  strong  cavalry  force 
take  the  field  next  spring,  and  make  a  campaign  against  the 
Teton  Sioux  south  of  the  ^Missouri  River  by  way  of  tlie  Black 
Hills  and  Fort  Benton. 

22-509  JXO.  POPE,  ^Major-General,  Commanding, 

♦(ii^^ilitnal  list,  omitted,  shows  6  killed.) 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
iMilwaukee,  ^Yis.,  October  5,  18G3. 

Brio--(Jcii.  Alfred  Sully, 

Coiiiuuindinti:  Military  Expedition. 

General:  Your  several  letters  and  reports  concerning  your 
cai)ii)aign  and  the  battle  with  the  Indians  near  AYhite  Slot;'; 
IJill,  have  been  received  and  transmitted  to  the  Headquarters 
cf  the  Army.  The  results  are  entirely  satisfactory,  and  I  luult 
not  tliat  the  effect  upon  the  Northwestern  Indians  will  be,  as  you 
report,  of  the  hig'hest  consequence.  Whilst  I  regret  that  d"/' 
ficullies  and  obstacles  of  a  serious  character  prevented  your 
cooperation  with  General  Sibley  at  the  time  hoped,  I  bear  will- 
ing testimony  to  the  distinguished  conduct  of  yourself  ami 
your  command,  and  to  the  important  service  you  have  rendei'tM- 
to  the  Government.  It  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  per- 
form the  agreeable  duty  of  presenting  to  the  Government  ^br 
names  of  the  otficers  and  men  who  ■  were  particularly  di^  iiii- 
guished  in  your  campaign.  To  yourself  and  your  conii-  aiu!, 
general.  I  tender  my  thanks  and  congratulations. 
22-608  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General,  Commanding' 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Nort  h\v»'st. 

:\Iilwaukee,  Wis.,  October  (],  ISHhl 
Maj.-Gen.  IT.  Yv\  Halleck, 

.General-in-Chief,  AYashington,  D,  C. 

General:  Dispatches  from  General  Sully,  dated  Sept.'ui- 
ber  19,  have  been  received.  He  reports  that  he  is  al)nut  t.^ 
hold  a  council  Avith  the  larges-t  of  the  bands  of  thv  hostile  Sinux 
north  and  east  of  the  ^Missouri  River,  who  eariuvstly  desire  t«» 
make  peace.  The  Blackfeet  also  have  sued  to  him  for  p^'ac'. 
It  is  very  easy,  now  to  make  peace  with  all  the  liostilc  Indians, 
but,  in  my  judgment,  hardly  judicious,  until  tlu\v  have  been 
further  punished  and  humiliated  by  an  active  cavalry  canq)ai«_Mi 
next  season,  from  the  Upper  ^lissouri.  As  such  a  cani{)ai'j:n  will 
be  conducted  wholly  on  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri  River.' i* 
should  properly  be  directed  from  Saint  I^ouis.  Indian  hostilities 
-Sifcr  niilitary  operations  against  hostile  Indians  have  he^^u 
transferred  by  this'  sunnner's  cam|>aign  so-  far  to  the  noi-th- 
west  that  neither  Saint  Paul  nor  ^lilwaukee  is  a  jU'oper  point 
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from  which  to  direct  them.  Saint  Louis  is  the  place  from  which 
supplies  of  every  description  must  be  drawn,  and  as  it  has 
direct,  and  constant  communication  with  the  Upper  Missouri 
and  with  the  regions  south  of  that  river,- it  is  the  proper  point 
for  the  headquarters  of  a  military  department  conducting  such 
operations. 

22-612  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  October  12,  1863. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Colonel:    I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  General-in-chief,  a  list  of  the  Indian  prisoners 
captured  by  General  Sully  in  .  his  late  battle  at  White  Stone 
Hills.*^   By  an  examination  of  this  list  it  will  be  seen  that  most 
of  the  bands  of  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians  were  represented  in 
this  fight;   even   the  Blackfeet   of   the   mountains.  General 
Sully  is  probably  now  holding  a  council  with  the  Yanktounais, 
the  largest  and  most  powerful  band  of  Sioux  east  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  which  constitutes  the  bulk  of  the  forces  he  en- 
countered.   It  is  likely  he  will  make  such  arrangements  as  will 
secure  peace  on  the  part  of  that  tribe  for  as  long  a  time  as 
may  be  expedient  for  them.    I  do  not  at  all  doubt  the  sound- 
ness of  my  opinions,  hitherto  expressed  that  a  vigorous  cam- 
paign against  the  Sioux  from  the  Upper  Missouri  will  be  nec- 
essary and  judicious  in  the  spring.    The  great  drought  and 
very  ' uncommon  lowness  of  the  :\Iissouri  River  this  summer 
prevented  the  complete  results  anticipated  from  these  expedi- 
tions, though  they  have  entirely  relieved  :\Iinnesota  and  the 
greater  part  of  Dakota  from  danger  of  Indian  hostilities^.  .  I 
respectfully  request  to  know  what  disposition  the  Government 
proposes  to  make  of  the  prisoners  now  in  the  hands  of  General 
Sully. 

22-642  JNO.  POPE,  :\rajor-General,  Commanding. 


«It  is  most  unfortunate  that  this  list  has  been  lost. 
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Washington,  October  16,  1863. 

Major-General  Pope: 

The  military  authorities  mu&t  take  care  of  their  Indian 
prisoners,  nnless  the  agents  o^  the  Interior  Department  are  au- 
thorized to  receive  them. 

22-662  H.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  October  21,  1863. 

Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  inclosed,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  General  Sully,  and  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
General-in-Chief  to  several  very  important  matters  contained 
therein.  It  will  be  noticed  that  General  Sully  confirms  the  re- 
port hitherto  made  from  these  headquarters-  of  the  termination 
of  Indian  hostilities  east  of  the  Missouri,  except  the  danger 
arising  from  small  roving  parties  of  three  or  four  Indians,  who 
-may  penetrate  into  the  settlements  this  winter,  to  steal.  Any 
operations  against  hostile  Indians  in  the  spring  will  be  con- 
fined to  the  region  south  of  the  Missouri,  and  to  the  extreme 
headwaters  of  that  river.  I  desire  particularly  to  invite  the 
attention  of  the  General-in-Chief  to  General  Sully's  report  of 
the  deplorable  condition  of  the  Sioux  and  Winnebago  Reserva- 
tion, lately  established  on  the  Missouri  River,  75  miles  above 
Fort -Randall.  :\Iy  object  in  asking  the  attention  of  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief to  this  matter  will  be  apparent  when  I  state  that 
Indian  Supei-intendent  Thompson  of  :\Iinnesota,  who  removed 
these  Indiaijs  from  that  State,  and  who  now  has  charge  of  them, 
has  applied  to  me  for  an  escort  for  a  train  to  haul  supplies  for 
these  Indians  from  r^Iinnesota."  Why  it  is  arranged  to  buy  in 
Minnesota,  and  haul  provisions  over  the  uninhabited  regions 
south  and  west  of  i\ie  :\linnesota  River  to  the  Upper  Missouri, 
rather  than  from  Sioux  City,  on  the  :\lissouri  itself,  so'  much 
nearer  the   reservation,  I   will  not  undertake   to  say,   but  I 

'This  refers  to  the  famous  "Expedition  to  Moscow."     For  fuU  details 
and  reports  relating-  to  it  see  "Minnesota  in  the  Civil  and  Indian  Wars." 

10 —  ' 


I 
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^„ch  doubt  Whether,  at  this  seas.,  of  ^l^;^:^^. 
sible  to  make  such  a  journey  wUh  troops  and  a  lar.  tt. 

out  great  suffering  to  the  men  and  the  gi.ley 
-1  -     T  i.QA'P  however,  directed  (.Teneiai  ^^luic^y 

Partment  of  furnishing  this  escort  ^vill  be  huge  and     e  t  p 
•      u        not  be  able  to  return  this  wmter;  but  1  tw^e 
composmg  it        not      ^oic   o  ^-^^  of  the  Indian 

thought  it  best  to  comply  witli  the  aPP"^"^ 

the  General-in-Chief  thinks  that  the-  expense  of  this  escort 
otht  not  to  be  incurred,  please  telegraph  me  at  o"  e    n  e 
K     t     All  mules  and  wa-ons  not  absolutely  needed  in  >Iin- 
for"i:.:r  I  ha;e  directed  to  be  sent  to  General 
Allen,  Saint  Louis,  to  be  distributed  to  the  army. 
;     22-671  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General.  -Commanding. 

i  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 

1  Washington.  D.  C.  Xovember  2.5.  lSf.3. 

Sir-  In  compliance  .vith  your  orders,  I  sulnuit  the  follow- 
in.,  «arv  of  military  operations  since  my  last  annual  re- 
port: 

Dep'.rtment  of  the  Northwest 

As  soon  as  the  season  was  sufficiently  advanced  for  a  cam- 
p.ii  a"  nst  the  Indians.  General  Pope  sent  a  coUunn.  under 
-      S:adt;;6eneral  Sibley,  up  the  Mississippi  Kiver.  o  near  «^ 
northern  boundary,  and  thence  across  the  country  to  th._  >.is 
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sonri;  and  another  of  cavalry,  under  Brigadier-Geenral  Sully, 
from  Sioux  City  up  the  latter  river  to  cut  oft'  the  retreat  of  the 
hostile  Indians  Avhom  General  Sibley  might  drive  before  him 
from  ^Minnesota  and  Eastern  Dakota.  LTnfortunately  these 
n:: 'ements  were  not  well  timed,  ana  no  junction  was  eftected. 
A  portion  of  the  savages  driven  north  took  refuge  within 
British  territory,  where  our  troops  were  not  permitted  to  fol- 
low them.  Some  fled  westward,  and  were  overtaken  by  General 
Sibley  near  IMissouri  Coteau,  where  he  encountered  a  force  of 
Minnesota  and  Dakota  warriors,  esthnated  at  from  2,200  to 
2,500.  In  the  engagements  which  followed  at  Big  ]\lound  and 
Dead  Buffalo  Lake,  the  Indians  were  completely  routed,  with 
a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  in  the  destruction  of 
their  provisions  and  means  of  transportation.  Our  loss  was  5 
killed  and  4  w^ounded.  The  savages  who  escaped  across  to  the 
west  side  of  the  ^Missouri,  and  General  Sibley  reached  that 
river,  about  40  miles  below  Fort  Clarke;  on  the.  29th  of  July, 
having  marched  a  distance  of  some  600  miles  from  St.  Paul. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  General  Sully  encountered  and 
defeated,  at  White  Stone  Hill,  about  130  miles  above  the  Little 
Cheyenne,  a  body  of  Indians,  a  part  of  whom  had  previously 
been  engaged  against  Sibley's  column.  The  savages  were  de- 
feated with  a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  and  156  pris- 
oners.   Our  loss  was  20  killed  and-  38  wounded. 

AYi.th  these  operations  the  present  Inelian  campaign  was 
terminated.  Recent  hostilities  in  Idaho  may  render  it  neces- 
sary to  send  a  military  expedition  into  that  territory  early  in 
tlie  spring.^ 

22-Pt.  I.-9  IL  W.  TIALLECK,  General-in-Chief. 

Hon.  E.       Stanton,  Secretary  of  AVar. 


sAfter  the  battle  uf  Whitestone  IliH,  Sully  a.s  ra[)idly  as  consistent, 
returned  with  his  force  to  Camp  Peoria,  and  on  September  16th  had 
arrived  at  a  poitu  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Mi^jsouri.  opposite  the  upper 
end  of  Farm  Island,  and  about  three  miles  east  of  the  present  state 
capitol,  where  he  determined  to  build  a  fort.  Companies  L  and  E  of  tjie 
Cth  Iowa  were  assiuiied  to  this  work  and  "Old  Fort  Sully"  was.  com- 
fortably enclosed  before  winter.  For  d<seription  and  plans  of  this  post 
see  Vol.  IV.,  p,  IIG. 
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General  Orders,  No.  45.  ^^^^^^^^   ^^^^        ^^^^  . 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  December  4,  lb63 
T    All  ceneral  orders  from  these  headquarter.,  const.tut- 
i„/the  mllitardistriets  of  Iowa  and  Dakota,  are  herehy  re- 

"'"K  The  District  of  Iowa  is  hereby  constituted  to  include 
winter,  at  Davenport,  Iowa. 

"  J.  F.  MELINE,  Acting.  Assistant  Ad,iutant-General. 


1863,  Headquarters,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


Present  ! 

for  Duty  ! 

Oflicersl  Men  \ 

Aggre-  1  Aggre- 


Aggre- 


gate    1     gate  gate 
'resent  1  Present  \  Last 
and  Ab.  Return 


District  of  Dakota 

Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully.  ' 
Staff  (Fort  Randall,  Dak.)...,  ^ 

Infantry    •  j  57 

Cavalry   j  

Total  Dist.  of  Dakota  1  67 


.  .  .  -1 

94,  112 

10311  1236 

1125  135o 


326 

1947     i  1972 


I  2278     ;  1972 


Troops  Of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest  « 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  June  oO,  1863. 


'  District  of  Dakota 

Brig.-Gen.  xVlfred  Sully. 
41st  Iowa,  Maj.  John  Pattee.  ^^^^^^^ 
.30th  ^Visconsiu  uletachme.it),  Lieut.  Col.  La^^aul  .1. 
Dakota  Cavalry,  (two  companies ) . 
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6th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Col.  David  S.  Wilson. 

7th  Iowa  Cavalry,  (one  company),  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Millard. 
2d  Nebraska  Cavalry  (eight  companies),  Col.  Robert  W.  Furnas. 
22-349  ^ 


Abstract  from  Return  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  Commanding,  for  December,  1863. 
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Present  | 
for  Duty  j 

Aggre- 
gate 
Present 
and  Ab. 

Pieces  of 
Artillery 

Officers 

i  Aggre- 
Men'  gate 
j  Present 

1 
{ 

Heavy 

Field 

District  of  Iowa 

Brig.  Gen.  Alfred 
Sully,  Staff,  Daven- 

Total  Dist.  of  Iowa 

12 

8 
37 

! 

i 

l.j  13 

19Si  232 
77S:  1319 

-  13 
284 
1571 

7 

57 

1  9  7g'   156  4 

!  1S6S 

'  5 

!  ■  7 

1 

Orgajiization  of  Troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Commanded  by  Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope.  December  31,  1863. 


District  of  Iowa 
Brio-.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully. 
30th  \Viseonsln(  detachiuent)  Coiiii);inies  1)  and  F.  Lieut.  Col. 
E.  Bartlett. 

Dakota  Cavalry,  Coinpauy  A.  Capt.  Nelson  Miner. 

Dakota  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt.  William  Tripp. 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry.  Col.  David  S.  ^Vil^-on. 

7th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Capt.  Andrew  J.  IMillard. 

7th  Iowa  Cavalry  (detachments).  Companies  K.  L.  and  Capt. 

Bradley  ]\Iahana. 
22-767 
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OAMPAiaN  OF  1864 
PAUT  I. 

Having  Mostly  to  do  V/ith  Sully's  Campaign  np  the  Missouri  9nd 
the  Battle  of  Killdeer  Mountain. 

January  It,  1864. 

Major-General  Pope,  :\Iihvaukee. 

General-  *  *  *  In  one  of  your  former  dispatches,  you 
spoke  of  fitting  out  an  expedition  in  the  spring  against  the 
Indians  in  the  Territories  of  Dakota  and  Idaho.  I  think  it 
would  be  well  for  vou  to  sul3iiiit  your  plans-  more  fully,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  laid  before  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  War,  and  the  proper  instructions  giyen  to  the  heads  of  the 
bureaus  for  supplies,  etc. 

Please  state  what  troops  you  propose  to  send  into  the  In- 
dian country,  what  supplies  that  cannot  be  obtained  m  your 
department  you  will  require,  where  they  should  be  sent,  at  what 
time  etc.,  I  presume  it  will  be  necessaiw  to  collect  at  least  part 
of  them  during  the  winter.  As  you  may  wish  to  v^Rii  for  fur- 
ther deyelopments  before  deciding  deiinitely  upon  your  plans, 
I  do  not  ask  for  an  immediate  reply.  Keep  the  subject  m 
mind  and  give  us  as  early,  and  full  information  as  you  can.  As 
the  demands  of  the  principal  armies  in  the  field  for  re-inforce- 
ment  are  yery  pressing,  these  proposed  Indian  expeditions 
should  be  made  as  small  as  possible. 

34-Pt.  Il.-lOO  II.  W.  IIALLECK,  General-rn-Chief. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  AVis.,  January  IS,  1864. 
Brig.-Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  ^^linnesota,  Sahit  Paul,  ^linn. 

General:  I  transmit  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  to  General 
Sully  for  your  information.  The  posts  at  Deyil's  Lake  and  on 
James  Riyer  Ayill  be  established  by  you  as  early  in  the  spring 
as  possible.  It  is  my  purpose  that  the  whole  cayalry  force  m 
your  district  shall  be  massed,  with  two  or  .three  pieces  of  held 
artillery,  to  take  the  field  as  early  as  possible  in  the  spring 
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and  sweep  the  whale  region  now  occupied  by  hostile  Indians 
north  of  the  line  from  Fort  Pierre  to  Abercrombie. 

They  should  go  as  little  encimibered  with  trains  as  pos- 
sible. From  the  most  available  points  the  companies  of  in- 
fantry- designated  for  the  post  at  Devil's  Lake  will  be  brought 
together  at  xVbercrombie,  and  will  from  there  escort  the  pro- 
vision trains  to  their  post.  The  companies  of  infantry  for  the 
post  on  James  River  will  be  assembled  on  the  upper  Minnesota 
at  such  point  as  you  deem  best,  and  will  thence  march  to  their 
post  in  charge  of  trains  of  supplies.  All  the  supplies  which  it  is 
possible  to  carry  with  the  wagons  in  your  district  must  be 
sent.  If  larger  escorts  of  infantry  be  necessary  they  must  be 
sent,  but  the  extra  companies  will  return  to  Minnesota  as  soon 
as  the  posts  are  frirly  c^tibmiied.  You  wall  select  the  cavalry 
companies  for  each  pose  and  direct  them  to  proceed  to  their 
stations  as  soon  as  their  sunmier  campaign  is  over. 

The  infantry  companies  for  these  new  posts  must  be  taken 
from  the  same  regiment-s.  The  colonel  of  the  infantry  regi- 
ment will  command  the  post  at  Devils  Lake;  the  colonel  of  the 
cavalry  regiment  the  post  on  James  River.  One  of  the  firs^^ 
things  to  be  done  is  to  open  a  tniil  from  Devil's  Lake  to  the 
post  below  Fort  Clarke,  and  from  the  post  on  James  River  to 
Fort  Pierre.  As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  troops  arrive  at 
the^r  stations,  all  the  wagon  trains  will  be  sent  to  Port  Pierr'> 
from  the  post  on  James  River,  and  from  Devil's  Lake  to  the 
post  below  Fort  Clarke.  This  latter  post  will  be  the  depot 
for  the  supply  of  Devil's  Lake;  Fort  Pierre  for  the  supply  of 
the  post  on  James  River.  The  trains  will  be  loaded  and  sent 
back  from  the  Missouri  to  their  new  posts-  by  General  Sully,  and 
if  necessary  to  supply  tiie  garrison  they  must  make  several 
trips  during  the  season. 

Let  me  know  your  views  upon  tliis  subject,  and  report  to 
me  fully  the  means  of  transportation  to  carry  out  these  move- 
ments. 

JNO.  POPE,  .Major-General,  Commanding. 

I  omitted  to  state  that  a  trail  should.be  opened,  as  soon 
as -possible  after  tlie  establishment  of  the  new  posts,-  between 
.tlie  post-  on  James  River  and  the  post  on  the  ^Missouri  near 
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Port  Clarke.    This  trail  will  be  nearly  on  the  direct  route  from 
Minnesota  to  Dakota  Mines. 

(Inclosure) 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
^lihvaukee,  Wis.,  January  IS,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Comdg.  District  of  Iowa,  Davenport,  Iowa. 
General :  It  is  my  purpose  with  the  opening  of  spring  to 
establish  the  following  posts  in  the  Indian  country:  First.  A 
post  of  three  companies  of  infantry  and  five  of  cavalry  at 
Devil's  Lake.  Second.  A  post  of  three  companies  of  infantry 
and  five  companies  of  cavalry  on  JauKS  River,  nearly  west  ot 
Fort  Abercrombie.  Third.  A  post  of  four  companies  of  m- 
fantrv  and  at  least  a  battalion  of  cavalry  at  or  near  Fort 
Clarke,  on  the  upper  Missouri.  Fourth.  A  post  somewhere  on 
Yellowstone  Kiver,  southwest  or  nearly  m  of  Fort  Clarke,  the 
garrison  of  this  post  will  be  determined  during  the  summer 
campaign. 

The  post  near  Fort  Chivko  had  best  be  as  far  below  that 
post  as  is  expedient,  in  view  of  its  being  the  depot  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  post  at  Devil's  Lake.  AViU  you  please  give  this  sub- 
ject such  careful  examination  immediately  as  is  in  your  power, 
and  report  to  me  as  soon  as  practicable  your  views  on  the 
subject^  The  posts  at  Devil's  Lake  and  on  James  Kiver  will 
•be  established  bv  General  Sibley  and  garrisoned  by  troops 
from  :\linnesota:  the  post  below  Fort  Clarke  by  yourself.  If 
■  necessarv  (and  I  suppose  it  will  ))e)  I  will  send  four  infantry 
companies  from  here  to  escort  the  steamers  carrying  up  sup- 
plies, which  companies  will  eonstitutc  the  garrison  of  the  post 
near  Fort  Clarke. 

As  1  have  hitherto  informed  you,  the  posts  at  Devil's  Lake 
and  on  James  River  will  be  supplied,  the  first  from  the  post 
rear  Fort  Clarke,  the  second  from  the  post  of  Farm  Island.^ 
You  will  be  charged  with  their  supply  ami  will  aeeordino'ly 
take  the  neeessarv  steps-  for  tliat  i>urpose.  In  pr<>i)tr  tune  you 
will  be  ordered  to  Saint  Louis  to  arrange  for  all  these-  matters 

.TM7'^^s  -nld  Fort  SuHy-  which  was  soon  after  this  date  name.l 
for  the  General. 


I 
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aud  for  your  expedition  in  the  spring.  I  will  inform  you  in 
tinie  of  the  movement  of  troops  from  Minnesota  for  the  purpose 
above  set  forth,  and  also  to  complete  liie  campaign  against  the 
Minnesota  and  Dakota  Sioux. 

34-Pt.  11-109.       JNO.  POPE,  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  January  25,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee. 

General:  I  have  waited  for  the  reports  of  the  agents  dis- 
patched by  me,  under  your  authority,  to  open  communications 
with  the  upper  bauds  of  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians,  before  in- 
dicating a  programme  of  military  operations  for  the  coming 
spring  and  sunmier.  1  have  had  the  honor  to  furnish  you 
from  time  to  time  with  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Indians  so  far  as  that  could  be  ascertained.  Xo  report  has  yet 
been  received  from  Father  Andre,  wlio  left  Pembina  several 
weeks  since  to  visit  the  distant  camps,  with  a  view  to  present 
to  those  not  implicated  in  the  massacres  of  1862  the  terms 
upon  which  peace  would  be  vouchsafed  to  them  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  arrival  of  Red  River  half-breeds  at  Fort  Abercrombie 
from  Devil  s  Lake  and  the  Upper  Cheyenne  River,-  with  the 
intelligence  that  the  upper  bands  are  encamped  at  points 
hundreds  of  miles  apart,  some  within  British  possessions  on  the 
Assiniboine  River,  and  most  of  the  others  on  the  James 
River,  except  two  small  camps  of  Sissetons  at  or  near  Devil's 
Lake,'  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  Red  River  half-breeds  have 
succeeded  in  deterring  them  from  submitting  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  representations  that  in  such  case  they  should  be  taken 
from  their  own  country  and  placed  upon  an  island  in  the 
ocean.  It  is  for  the  interest  of  these  half-breeds  that  non- 
intercourse  between  the  Americans  and  the  Sioux  Indians 
should  continue,  as  the  trade  with  the  latter  is  thereby  secured 
to  the  British  settlements  exclusively.  In  fact,  as  I  have 
already  reported  to  you,  the  hostile  Indians  are  directly  aided 

-This   reference  is   to   the  Sheyenne   river  of  North  l">akota. 
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and  abetted  by  Iler  Majesty's  subjects  to  so  great  an  extent 
as  to  require  the  prompt  interposition  of  the  Government  in 
insistino:  that  a  professedly  frienJly  power  shall  not  longer 
permit  its  soil  to  be  a  convenient  refuge  for  these  Islimaelites 
of  the  prairies,  wliere  they  can  supply  themselves  with  neces- 
sary articles,  including  munitions  of  war. 

The  remnant  of  the  lower  bands  of  murderers  having  been 
furnished  with  food  and  ammunition  by  the  British  authorities,^ 
as  I  have  already  informed  you,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted 
that  they  will  thereby  be  enabled  to  subsist  themselves  through 
the  winter  and  their  necessities  will  impel  them  to  attempt 
new  raids  upon  oiu'  settlements  in  the  spring.  Every  precaution 
should  be  taken  to  guard  these  settlements  against  their 
insidious  attacks  in  small  parties,  and  the  war  be  once  more 
carried  into  the  enemy's  country,  as  the  most  effectual  protec- 
tion to  the  frontier  against  any  formidable  demonstration  by 
them.  The  most  vigorous  and  elfective  means  to  put  a  speedy 
end  to  this  Indian  war,  namely  an  oifensive  movement,  will 
prove  in  the  end  to  be  vastly  less  expensive  than  the  assump- 
tion of  a  merely  defensive  attitude,  which  would  indefinitely 
prolong  hostilities  and  be  most  calainilous  in  its  effects  upon 
the  prosperity  of  .Minnesota,  Iowa,  and  Dakota  Territory. 

To  meet  the  new  aspect  of  affairs,  and  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  another  ruinous  stampede  of  settlers  upon  the  border, 
I  beg  leave  to  present  the  foUoAving  plan  of  operations  for  the 
ensuing  season : 

First,  I  propose  that  the  posts  from  Sauk  Center  to  the 
Iowa  line,  established  last  season  entirely  outside  of  the  line 
of  settlements,  sliall  be  garrisoned  by  detachments  of  th3 
Second  Kegiment  ^Minnesota  Cavalry,  leaving  a  part  of  one 
regiment  of  infantry  to  occupy  Forts  Ridgely,  Ripley  and 
Abercrombie.  Tlierc-'  should  not  be  less  tlian  two  companies? 
at  either  of  these  posts.  The  whole  twelve  companies  of  the 
regiment  of  cavalry  will  be  required  to  secure  the  extensive 
line  from  Fairmont  to  Alexandria  from  hostile  incursions,  and 
to  perform  the  necessary  escort  duty. 

•^There  is  absolutol>-  no  proc^f  or  trround  for  belief  that  the  "British 
Autlioritios."  aided  oi-  abtttt'd  thi^  .^ioux.  It  is,  however,  t'ne  Hudson  Bay 
Comjiany,  in  tin-  rt  L;u!ar  c<->iir.se  of  bu.<iness  did  sufiply  tliem  food,  cloth- 
ing- and  arms  and  numitions. 
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Secondly,  an  expeuilioii,  to  consist  of  fourteen  coiiipauies 
cf  infantry,'  three  companies  of  cavalry,  and  two  sections  of 
mountain  howitzers,  should  leave  Fort  Ridgely  as  soon  as  the 
gi-ass  shall  be  sufficiently  loug  to  subsist  the  animals,  to  beat 
up  the  camps  of  the  prairie  Indians,  whether  they  may  be 
found  on  the  Upper  Cheyenne,  at  Devil's  Lake  or  on  the  Mis- 
souri Coteau.     I  feel  quite   certain  that  hostilities   will  be 
ijidefinitely  prolonged,  unless  the  recent  reverses  experienced 
by  these  prairie  warriors  are  followed  up  vigorously  by  the 
Government  forces,  until  the  Indians  are  made  to  feel  that 
there  is  no  safety  for  themselves  or  their  families  except  in 
their  unqualified  submission.    It  would  have  been  imprudent  to 
hazard  an  advance  of  600  miles  into  the  hostile  country  last 
season  with  a  less  force  than  composed  the  expedition;  but  now 
that  the  savages  have  experienced  successive  defeats  in  con- 
tending with  disciplined  troops,  the  number  of  companies  I 
have  specified  may  Scifely  risk  an  encounter  with  any  concentra- 
tion of  warriors  North  or  East  of  the  Missouri.    The  battalion 
under   Ma.jor   Hatch   should   be   kept   in   position   along  the 
boundary  line,  to  act  in  any  emergency  that  way  arise  in  that 
quarter. 

To  carry  out  this  plan  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to 
procure  the  consent  of  the  AVar  Department  to  retain  the  three 
companies  of  ^liunesota  Cavalry,  now  on  their  way  to  this 
State,  who  have  re-enlisted  into  the  service.    Though  reduced 
in  numbers,  tliese  companies  would  be  worth  many  times  then- 
own  force  of  raw  cavalry,  and  in  no  position  could  they  confer 
more  signal  benefit  to  the  Government  than  in  this  military 
district  as  a  part  of  the  proposed  expedition.    No  other  increase 
of  force  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  requisite,  but  I  consider 
that  less  than  the  number  indicated  for  offensive  and  defensive 
purposes  would  be  insufficient.    I  assume  as  a  fixed  fact  that 
you  will  direct  a  formidable  movement  of  troops  up  the  .Mis- 
souri River,  to  chastise  the  Teton  Sioux,  as  to  render  saf.<  the 
emigrant  route  to  the  gold  regions  of  Idaho.    Aly  information 
-  from  the  Missoui'i  \ei\d^  me  to  tlie  belief  that  these  Tetons  lutve 
sent  tobacco  to  the  Assiniboines,  Blackfeet,  Crows  and  otlier 
tribes  with  whom  they  have  hitherto  waged  war  from  time 
immemorial    inviting    them    to    form    a    general  combination 
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against  the  Americans  as  a  matter  of  self-preservation.  Should 
this  prove  correct  these  allied  tribes  can  brmg  mto  the  tield 
8,000  or  9,000  warriors,  and  sooner  or  later  these  men  must  be 
met  and  conquered.  .  . 

I  need  not  mention  to  one  whose  knowledge  and  experience 
in  Indian  affairs  are  so  accurate  as  your  own  that  half-way 
measures  in  dealin-  with  the  red  men  are  not  only  inconclusive 
and  pernicious  in  their  results,  but  are  always  doubly  expen- 
sive to  the  Government.  The  great  distance  to  be  traversed  m 
operating  against  the  upper  bands  is  the  most  formidable 
obstacle  to  their  speedy  subjugation,  but  this  must  be  over- 
come as  far  as  it  is  possible. 

I  had  progressed  thus  far  with  this  dispatch  when  I  had 
the  honor  to  receive  your  instructions  of  18th  instant,  fixing 
the  o-eneral  programme  for  the  districts  commanded,  respect- 
iveW  by  General  Sully  and  myself  during  the  coming  season. 
In  obedience  to  vour  directions  I  proceed  in  as  brief  a  space 
as  possible  to  give  you  my  views  as  to  the  location  of  the  mili- 
tary posts  contemplated  by  you. 

^  First     About  80  miles  a  little  southwest  from  Fort  Aber- 
crombie  and  somewhat  more  than  half  that  distance  northwest 
from  Big  Stone  Lake,  is-  Re  Ipahan,  or  the  head  of  the  Coteau 
de  Prairie,  an  abrupt  termination  of  the  dividing  ridge  about 
midwav  between  the  valleys  of  the  Red  liiver  and  Minnesota 
and  the  James  River,  a])0ut  600  feet  above;  the  surrounding 
plain,  and  well  supplied  with  water  and  timber.    I  regard  it  as 
the  most  commanding  and  eligible  site  for  a  military  post  m  all 
that  region.    It  can  be  reached  and  supplied  with  facility  from 
Fort  Ridgelv  oF  Abercrombie.    A  strong  force  stationed  there 
could  readily  operate  toward  tlie  James  or  Cheyenne  Rivers, 
while  it  would  entirelv  protect  the  approach  to  Lake  Traverse, 
Bi-  Stone  Lake,  and  tlie  :\Iinnesota  Valley.    The  general  im- 
pression is  that  the  overland  route  to  Idaho  will  pass  withm 
or  South  of  the  head  of  the  Coteau.    I  therefore  respectfully 
and  earnestlv  recommend   tliat  a  post  be  establislied  at  the 
point  speciiied  instead  of  at  Devil's  Lake,  which  wouUl  be 
extremelv  ditficult  of  access  and  of  comparatively  little  import- 
ance, as 'the  Indians  seem  for  the  past  year  to  have  abandoned 
.  that'  region  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  game.    Tliere  is 
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no  doubt  that  a  military  post  on  the  northeastern  extremity 
of  Devirs  Lake  would  have  a  good  effect  in  breaking  up  the 
intercourse  between  the  British  half-breeds  and  the  prairie 
bands  of  Sioux,  but  that  position  would  be  too  remote  trom 
the  Missouri  river  to  be  supplied  from  thence  and  must  depend 
upon  being  furnished  by  way  of  Pembina  and  Samt  Joseph. 

I  would  ulso  respectfully  suggest  that  a  post  on  the  James 
River  on  a  West  line  from  Pembina,  would  be  untenable  for 
lack  of  timber.    The  main  valley  of  the  James,  above  the  mouth 
of  Snake  River,  is  singularly  destitute  of  wood.    In  fact,  so 
far  as  my  information  extends,  there  is  not  a  single  point  on 
that  river,  above  the  locality  mentioned,  where  anythmp-  Like 
a  sufficiencv  of  that  indispensable  article  for  a  mditary  station 
can  be  found.    But  on  the  Cheyenne  River  timber  is  abundant, 
and  a  post  might  be  located  a  little  North  of  a  direct  Ime  West 
from  Abercrombie,  which  would  be  wiliiin  strikmg  distance  ot 
the  James  River,  and  equally  command  the  important  valley 
of  the  Cheyenne,  while  it  could  be  supplied  with  moi-e  facility 
and  mucli  less  expense  from  Fort  Abercrombie,  or  even  from 
Fort  Ridgelv,  than  from  the  ^lissoiiri  River.    The  Coteau  of 
tlie  .Missouri' is  very  much  broken  and  it  is  ditticult  to  be 
traversed  with  loaded  teams,  and  the  farther  Xorth  we  proceed 
the  more  impracticable  the  country  becomes.     By  occupying 
the  points  1  have  designated  for  military  posts  all  the  essential 
conditions  of  protection  to  trains  bound  for  the  gola-bearmg 
regions  of  Idaho  would  be  fulfilled,  while  a  complete  check 
would  be  given  to  the  advance  of  any  large  bodies  of  savages 
toward  tlie  settlements  in  :Minnesota  and  Iowa  by  the  valleys 
of  the  great  streams,  which  are  the  usual  avenues  of  approach 
from  the  upper  prairies. 

Second.  I  regard  the  establishment  of  a  fort  on  the  :\Iis- 
souri  River,  at  or" near  the  head  of  P>urnt  Boat  Island,  where 
the  Indians  were  driven  across  that  strtam  by  my  command  in 
'July  last  as  of  great  importance.  The  region  surroundmg  it 
is  the  favorite  hunting  ground  of  some  of  the  powerful  bands 
of  the  Yanktonnais  Sioux,  and  there  is  a  mutual  descent  to  the 
River  on  each  side  which  makes  it  easy  of  access.  It  is 
by  no  means-  impossi])le  that  a  further  examination  of  the 
.  counti-V  will  prove  this  to  be  the  best  crossing  place  for  over- 
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land  expeditions.  It  has  evidently  been  a  favorite  passage-way 
of  the  Indians  for  generations.  While  I  concur  fully  m  the 
general  features  of  the  operations  you  propose,  I  beg  leave 
respectfullv  to  suggest  Lhat  the  new  cavalry  regiment  will  not 
be  in  condition  to  be  effective  for  many  months  to  come.  The 
material  is  for  the  most  part  very  inexperienced  and  raw.  a 
^mall  part  onlv  being  composed  of  volunteers  from  the  First 
Regiment.  It  will  be  impossible  to  mount  them  before  sprmg, 
and  while  thev  will  be  of  essential  service-  in  protecting .  the 
frontier  as  already  mentioned,  I  trust  that  you  will  secure 
the  three  eavalrv  companies  coming  home  from  the  South,  for 
active  employment  as  a  part  of  the  expeditionary  force. 

]My  expenience;  of  Inst  season  fully   confirms  me  ni  the 
conviction  that  in  very  long-continued  marches,  where  gram 
fora-e  cannot  be  obtained,  American  horses  cannot  be  reUed 
on  to  keep  pace  with  infantry,  without  becoming  so  poor  and 
out  of  condition  as  to  render  them  comparatively  useless  ni 
the  rapid  pursuit  of  the  enemy.    I  therefore  respectfully  repeat 
my  alreadv  expressed  opinion,  that  the  column  intended  for 
active  movements  should  be  composed  principally  of  infantry, 
and  that  the  three  companies  of  cavalry  be  confined  to  its 
march  and  their  strength  husbanded  as  much  as  may  be,  so 
that  the  horses  can  in  action  overtake  the  ponies  of  the  Indians, 
which  could  not  be  done  with  our  poor  animals  during  the  last 
campaign.    In  conclusion,  I  would  respectfully  state  that  as  I 
•  have  in  this  district  but  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  (d' 
cavalry,  with  one  company  of  artillery,  it  will  tax  my  re- 
sources to  the  utmost  to  carry  into  execution  the  contemplated 
plan  of  operations. 

I  do  not  include  Hatch's  battalion  in  my  estimate,  as  I 
consider  it  indispensable  that  it  should  remain  on^  our 
northern  line  under  existing  crrcumstances.  Two  companies  at 
each  of  the-  three  regular  posts  in  this  district  will  leave  twentv- 
seven  disposable  companies,  includino:  the  battery,  for  garrison- 
ing the  temporary  stations  along  the  extensive  frontier,  for 
c-stablishincr  two  new  posts,  and  foi-  movements  in  the  field.  ^  If 
yon  approve  of  my  suggestions  with  regard  to  the  retaining 
of  three  additional  cavalry  companies  returning  home  on  fur- 
.  lou-h  from  the  Smith.  I  trust  t<>  be  able  to  c-rry  out  your 
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orders  fully.  I  have  just  received  important  dispatches  from 
Major  Hatch  and  Father  Andre,  which  I  will  have  the  honor 
to  commnnicate  to  you  in  my  next  dispatch,  and  which  may 
effect  to  some  extent  future  operations. 

34-pt,  2-152  H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier- 

General,  Commanding. 


Abstract  from  Return  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 
For  the  Month  of  January,  1864. 


COMMAXJ 


General  Headquarters, 

District  of  Iowa  .... 

District  of  Minnesota 

District  of  AVisconsin 


Present 
for  Duty 


Officers  Men 
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23 
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744 
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20 
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3737:  24 
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Grand  Total   I  ^44 


4087  572216447!  32 


I  © 


Milwaukee 
Davenport 
Saint  Paul 
Milwaukee 


.  Troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  Maj.-Gen. 
John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  July  31,  1864. 

District  of  Iowa 
Brig.-Gen.  Alfred  Sully. 

Near  Farm  Island,  Dak.  Ter.  .  * 

Lieut.  Col.  Edward  Bartlett. 

7th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Companies  K,'L  and  M,  Capt.  Bradley 
*    .  Mahana. 

30th  AVisconsin,  Companies  D  and  F,  Lieut.-Col.  Edward  M. 
Bartlett. 
Davenport,  Iowa. 

30th  AVisconsin,  Company  G,  Capt.  Asa  B.  Swain. 
Sioifx  City,  .Iowa. 
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Col.  David  S.  Wilson. 
6th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Col.  David  S.  Wilson. 
7th  Iowa  Cavalry.  Company  I,  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Millard 
Fort  Kandall,  Dak.  Ter. 

Dakota  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Capt.  Nelson  Miner. 
Yankton,  Dak.  Ter. 

Dakota  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt.  William  Tripp 
34-pt.  2-210 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwes-t, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  February  6,  1864 

Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 
Assistant  Aujutant-General,  AVashington,  D.  C. : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  General-in-Chief,  a  sketch  of  proposed 
operations  against  the  Indians  during  the  coming  season,  and 
a  paper  on  Indian  policy  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  'war 
Oil  the  former  of  these  papers  I  would  be  glad  to  have  a 
decision  as-  soon  as  practicable,  as  some  arrangements  must  be 
luade  to  carry  on  the  purposes  herein  set  forth  before  the 
opening  of  the  spring. 

JNO.  POPE,  Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Inclosui-e  No.  1) 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
.Milwaukee,  Wis.,  February  6,  1864 

Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Asst.  Adjt.-Gen.,  U.  S.  Army.  Washiiigton.  D.  C. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  lumor  to  su})mit,  for  the  consideration 
ol  the  Gencral-in-riii.f,  th,.  foHowiug  sk-etch  of  proposed  opera- 
tions in  the  Indian  country  durln^^  ih-:  coming  season:  It  is 
my  purpose,  as  soon  as  siu'iug  of.ens.  to  establish  the  following, 
military  posts,  viz:  First  A  post  of  three  companies  of 
infantry  and  tive  companies  of  cavalr.v"  at  Devils  Lake.  Sec- 
ond. A  post  of  three  companies  of  infantry  and  five  conipanies 
of  cavalry  on  James  Uivw.  n.-arly  west  of  Abercroiiibie.  Third 
A  post  of  four  companies  ot  infantry  and  a  battalion  of  cavalry 
11 — 
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on  the  Missouri  River  neai;  the  mouth  of  Heart  River,  about 
40  miles  below  the  old  trading  pos-t  near  Fort  Clarke.  Fourth. 
A  post  (garrison  and  place  to  be  determined  during  the  sum- 
mer) on  Yellowstone  River,  southwest  of  Fort  Clarke. 

Devil's  Lake  is  in  the  center  of  the  Yanktonais  country, 
is  supplied  abundantly  with  timber,  is  surrounded  by  fine 
meadows,  and  receives  tribute  from  many  clear  streams.  This 
lake  has  been  the  rendezvous  of  this-  powerful  tribe  of  Sioux 
Indians,  and  its  occupation  by  a  sufficient  force  will  hold  them 
completely  in  check  by  occupying  their  principal  place  of 
refuge.  All  of  tlie  :\linnesota  (Sisseton)  Sioux  having  been 
driven  from  the  uppei'  :\liunesota  and  lower  Red  River  by  last 
sununer's  campaigu,  are  now  in  the  Yanktonais  country,  and 
with  that  tribe  have  wintered  at  DeviFs  Lake. 

Tlie  post  at  this  point  will  therefore  cover  the  whole  valley 
of  the  Lower  Red  River.  The  post  on .  James  River,  west  of 
Fort  Abercrombie,  covers  the  lower  valley  of  that  river  and  the 
valley  of  the  Upper  :\Iinuesota,  and  interposes  between  the 
Yanktonais  Sioux  aud  the  :\lin]iesota  and  Iowa  frontier.  These 
two  posts,  with  the  post  at  Fort  Pierre,  on  the  :\Iissouri  River, 
frojri  a  line  of  posts  covei'ing  at  a  considerable  distance  the 
entire  valley  of  Red  River  and  the  frontier  of  Iowa  and  Min- 
nesota. They  are  located  in  the  very  lieart  of  the  Indian 
country  and  amongst  their  most  valuable  hunting  grounds. 
To  the  northwest  of  this  line  the  Indians  have  retreated,  and 
have  remained  since  the  campaign  of  las-t  summer  without  an 
attempt  to  commit  liostilities,  and  I  think  without  the  purpose 
of  committing  any.  It  is  the  intention  to  keep  them  northwest 
of  this  line. 

The  post  near  old  Fort  Clarke,  on  the  .Missouri  River,  is 
piactd  there  for  several  reasons.  Firsi,  it  protects  to  a  cou- 
siderabie  extent  the  navigation  of  the  Upper  Missouri;  second, 
in  conjunction  with  Fort  Pierre,  lower  down  on  the  River,  it 
interpose\s  between  tlie  l'n<*papas.  Teuton  Sioux,  west  of  tlie. 
•Missouri  River,  and  the  3^Iinnesota  and  Dakota  Sioux;  and 
renders  combined  liostilitit's  very  difficult;  third,  it  furnishes?  a 
safe  point  on  the  Missouri  Kiver  at  which  emigrants  to  the 
;:old  mines  of  lelaho.  of  vv-!ir»iii  jiiany  tht.usaiids  will  set  out  this 
sununer.  can.  coiiipU'te  thci!-  preparations  anel  commence  their 
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journey  across  the  plains,  and  fourth,  it  is  the  depot  for  the 
supply  of  the  post  at  Devil's  Lake,  from  which  it  will  be  dis- 
tant about  100  miles.  It  is  proposed  to  keep  nearly  all  the 
eavahy  horses  and  draft  animals  belonging  to  the  post  at 
Devil's  Lake  at  the  post  near  Fort  Clarke  for  the  winter. 
Supplies  of  all  kinds  can  be  delivered  there  at  small  expense 
by  steamer  during  the  months  of  June  and  July.  The  post 
on  James  Eiver  will  be  in  like  manner  supplied  from  the 
Missouri  River  at  Fort  Pierre,  the  cavalry  horses  and  draft  ani- 
mals being  kept  during  winter  at  Fort  Pierre.  I  shall  have 
trails  opened  between  the  post  near  Fort  Clarke  and  at  the 
iDOsts  at  Devil's  Lake  and  on  James  River  at  once.  The  route 
of  the  emigrants  to  the  mines  of  Idaho,  setting  out  from  the 
J^.Iinnesota,  vrill  be  by  way  of  the  post  on  James  River  to  the 
post  on  ]Missouri  River  near  Fort  Clarke,  and  thence  by  way 
of  the  Yellowstone. 

The  post  on  the  upper  Yellowstone  will  be  established  by 
General  Sully  during  the  summer,  if  he  thinks  it  practicable 
and  judicious,  but  will  not  be  more  than  150  miles  west  of  the 
post  near  Fort  Clarke.  Whilst  the  infantry  companies  which 
are  to  garrison  these  posts  are  marching  to  and  establishing 
them,  the  regiment  of  ^Minnesota  ^Mounted  Rangers,  with  one 
or  two  mountain  howitzers,  will  scour  the  whole  region  east 
of  the  Missouri,  and  drive  all  fragments  of  Indian  bands  to 
the  northwest  of  the  line  of  posts.  The  Indians  will  be  attacked 
and  beaten,  or  notified,  under  the  penalty  of  immediate  and 
active  hostilities,  that  they  must  not  venture  behind  the  line 
on  any  pretext.  The  whole  region  east  of  the  Missouri  and 
north  of  the  line' of  posts  will  be  traversed  by  this  cavalry 
force  as  thoroughly  as  possible  during  the  summer.  In  like 
manner,  whilst  the  post  near  Fort  Clarke,  on  the  ^Missouri  River, 
is  being  established  by  its  infantry  garrison.  General  Sully, 
with  a  regiment  and  battalion  of  cavalry,  will  make  an  expedi- 
tion from  Fort  Pierre,  l)y  way  of  the  Black  Hills,  and  the  upper 
Yellowstone,  through  the  country  of  the  Uncpapa  Sioux,  and 
Vv'ill,  if  practicable,  locate  the  post  on  the  upper  Yellowstone. 

An  examination  of  the  maps  will  exhibit  better  than  I 
could  explain  the  imi^ortnnt  results  of  these  expeditions  and 
of  the  establishnieut  of  these  forts,  in  forcing  the  whole  of 
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the  Yanktonais  Sisseton  Sioux,  who  have  endangered  the  fron- 
tiers  of  Iowa  and  :Minnesota  and  obstructed  the  navigation  of 
the  Ked  Kiver  of  the  North,  to  the  northwest  of  the  line  of 
posts  through  Dakota,  and  to  such  a  distance  as  to  insure  en- 
tire security  hereafter,  in  opening  to  emigration  and  settlement 
all  of  Dakota  east  and  south  of  the  James  River,  and  in  fur- 
nishing a  direct  and  much  safer  route  for  emigrants  to  Idaho. 
The  wonderful  accounts  of  gold  found  in  that  territory  have 
greatly  inflamed  the  minds  of  the  people  throughout  the  north- 
west, and  a  heavy  emigration  will  begin  in  the  spring.  Of 
course,  there  will  be  much  suffering  and  perhaps  not  infrequent 
massacres  of  the  emigrants  by  Indians.  Such  people  are  pro- 
verbially careless  and  imprudent,  but,  notwithstanding,  the 
Government  will  be  held  responsible  for  any  repetition  of  the 
sutl'erings  which  marked  the  early  overland  travel  to  California. 

To  accomplish  the  purposes  herein  stated,  the  following 
forces  (now  in  the  department)  will  be  used,  viz:  One  regi- 
ment of  infantry  and  tlie  regiment  of  mounted  rangers  in  :\Iin- 
nesota.  This  force  will  furnish  garrisons  for  the  posts  at 
Devil's  Lake  and  on  James  River,  and  the  small  garrisons  at 
Forts  Ridgely,  Abercrombie  anl  Ripley.  xVbout  eight  companies 
of  infantry,  a  regiment  of  cavalry  (the  Sixth  Iowa),  and 
another  battalion  of  cavalry  for  a  few  months  of  the  summer 
will  be  required  by  General  Sully,  for  the  occupation  of  the  post 
below  Fort  Clarke,  and  for  his  expeelition  by  way  of  the  Black 
Hills  to  the  upper  Yellowstone  and  :Missouri  Rivers.  This  force 
(except  the  last  battalion  of  cavalry)  is  now  in  this  depart- 
ment. 

In  all,  tlie  necessary  troops  will  consist  of  two  regiments 
of  infantry  and  two  regiments  and  a  battalion  of  mounted  men. 
The  battalion  of  mounted  men  is  only,  needed  for  temporary 
service,,  and  can  be  borrowed  for  a  few  months  from  Nebraska, 
especially  as  its  movements  will  be  against  the  Sioux,  who 
eiidanger  the  overland  routes  through  that  Territory.  The 
establishment  of  these  posts,  together  with  active  operations 
of  the  whole  cavalry  force  during  the  summer,  will,  I  doubt 
not,  eftectually  put  an  end  to  Indian  hostilities  on  the  frontier 
of  Iowa  and  :\Iinnesota,  and  accomplish  all  the  purposes  set 
iorth  in  this  communication.    The  posts  will  be  built  by  the 
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troops  from  material  on  the  ground,  without  any  necessity 
for  appropriations,  and  will  no  doubt  soon  become  permanent 
settlements  along  the  emigrant  route.  The  stay  of  the  troops 
will  only  be  temporary,  as  the  country  behind  and  around  the 
posts  will  soon  be  settled.  The  results  of  these  proposed  opera- 
tions are  so  important,  and  the  forces  needed  is  so  small,  that 
I  do  not  doubt  the  Government  need  only  be  satisfied  that  the 
operations  are  feasible  to  accord  a  ready  and  willing  assent 
to  the  plan. 

I  submit  it  for  consideration  as  embodying  my  well-con- 
sidered views  on  the  subject.  It  is  for  me  to  state  that  all 
the  forces  on  duty  in  this  department  consist  of  three  infantry 
regiments  and  two  cavalry  regiments.  I  propose  to  send  one 
of  the  infantry  regiments  south  early  in  the  spring,  and  retain 
ilie  others  to  execute  these  proposed  operations.  I  have  thought 
it  well  to  append  to  this  letter  a  communication  to  the  War 
Department  in  relation  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued  toward  these 
Indians,  which  I  liave  the  honor  to  recjuest  be  submitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  AVar  for  his  action,  with  sucli  indorsemem 
as  the  General-in-Chief  may  thing  judicious. 

JNO.  POPE,  Major-Gcnei'al,  Commanding. 

(Inclosure  No.  2) 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

:\lilwaukee.  AYis.,  February  6,  1864. 

lion.  E.  :\r.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington.  D.  C.  : 

Sir:  1  have  submitted  to  the  General-in-Chief,  by  this  mail, 
a  plan  of  operations  against  the  Indians  in  the  Territories  of 
Dakota  and  Idaho,  and  in  the  same  connection  1  have  the  honor 
again  to  invite  your  attention  to  some  suggestions  as  to  the 
policy  to  be  pursued  toward  the  hostile  Indians  who  were 
directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the  ^Minnesota  massacres, 
as  M'ell  as  those  tribes  of  wild  Indians  with  vrhom  treaties 
have  never  heen  made,  but  with  whom  the  troops,  as  well  as 
the  emigrnnts.  will  be  brouglit  into  contact  during  the  proposed 
military  movements.  Upon  the  policy  adopted  will  largely 
depend  the  successful  results  of  any  military  operations. 
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The  system  of  Indian  policy  hitlierto  pursued  seems  to 
ha^e  Deen  the  result  of  temporary  expedients,  and  not  of  well- 
consKlered  exanunation  of  the  subject,  and,  with  its  results  is 
briefly  as  follows,  v,z:  As  soon  as  the  march  of  emi^jration  be- 
gan o  press  upon  land  elain,ed  or  roamed  over  by  wild  tribes  of 

surrende,'         'V'"''  which,  provided  for  the 

s  11  nde,   of  a  large  part  of  the  lands  and  the  location  of 

Tf  Jfr''''T  ''''''''''''  "^'^^P'-'tio"  of  the  Indians, 

or  for  the  purchase  of  that  limited  portion  of  the  Indian  coun- 
try bordering  on  the  white  settlements,  leaving  the  Indian 
u.e  larger  part  of  the  region  claimed-  by  him.  In  consideration 
ot  th  s  surrender,  considerable  money  annuities,  as  well  as 
nnui  Ks  0  goods  an,.,  annnunition,  etc..  were  g'ranted  to  the 
Indians  and  an  lud.an  agent  appointed  as  special  custodian  and 
aisbursmg  agent  of  the  funds  and  goods 

rlns.^f  ^JVr  ''''''  P'"^'"^        contact  with  two 

ela  ses  of  Indiairs-first.  the   Indian   entirely  surrounded  by 
-hite  settlen,ents  and  living  on  small  reservations,  and  second 
the  Indians   who  will   nu.intain   their  roving   li  e   and  theS 

e  other,  were  connected  with  the  whites  through  the  annui- 
ty 1  lir'V''"'  f"'^  tl^e;surrender  of 
nt  .    Of  conrse  the  Indian  of  the  first  "class  was  no  longer 
llott  V;"-'                                        in  the-circumserihed  a^ea 

^oon^o  V    -  ""-^  ''"''''>"^-  dependent  entirely 

upon  the  Government  for  support.  The  money  and  .oods 
annually  furn.sned  him  under  tlie  treatv,  through  the  Indhn 
agent,  necessarily  attracted  all  the  gamblers,  wh  si       s    e  . 

S^mTer  :  ,i;:t'^;f  "-^--^P'^d  charact;.  who  inf^tst  lie' 

tw  l;  '^"'■•^•'^^■^e  «nd  transportation  of  large  (,uan- 

ert^alS"'^  ''-''-'-^  ^y-^-  "  '--'e  of 

The  Indian  was  thus  provided  with  the  worst  possible 

valuable  by^  the  growth  of  settlements  around  thL, 'and  laud 
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speculators  besieged  Congress  with  every  sort  of  influence  to 
make  another  treaty  involving  another  removal  of  the  Indians 
and  the  expenditure  of  more  money  and  more  goods,  whilsl 
the  coveted  lands  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  fortunate  or  skiilfni 
speculator.  This  process  was  repeated  at  no  long  intervnls, 
the  Indian  tribe  diminishing  rapidly  with  each  removal  and  be- 
coming thoroughly  debased,  until,  transferred  to  a  region 
where  they  could  not  derive  any  support  from  the  s^oil  a-.d 
emasculated  of  their  manhood,  they  soon  fell  a  pre\  to  hostile 
Indians  or  perished  with  disease  and  want. 

The  Indians  on  these  reservations',   surrounded   by  sucli 
influence  and  forced  into  association  Avith  so  depraved  a  class 
of  white  men,  were  co]npletely  fortified  against  any  eli'orts  to 
educate  or  Christianize  them.    Even  in  their  wild  state  tliey 
were  not  so  entirely  withdrawn  from  any  hope  of  civilization. 
To  the  Indians  of  the  second  class,  viz,  those  who  have  sold 
portions  of  their  land  bordering  on  white  settlements,  though 
they  still  retain  their  roving  habits,  much  the  same  remarks, 
though  in  a  more  limited  degree,  are  applicable.    The  yearly 
or  S'Cmi-yearly  payment   of  money   and  goods  requires  thru- 
presence  at  stated  periods  on  the  frontier  of  the  white  settle- 
ment:^.   Indian  traders,  whiskey  sellers,  and  gamblers  assemble 
there  to  meet  and  plunder  them,  and  these  payments  becoiue 
scenes  of  wild  debauch,  until  the  Indian  has  parted  both  witli 
Ids  money  and  his  goods,  when  he  is  forced  again  to  report 
to  the  prairies  to  support  life.    Gradually,  also,  the  Avhite  set- 
tlements encroach  more  and  more  upon  his  lands.    lie  again 
sells,  until,  corrupted  by  gambling  and  drinking  and  by  contact 
with  tlic  depraved  whites,  he  gradually .  parts  with  his  whole 
coiuitry  and  is  allowed  a  small  reservation,  upon  which,  with 
the  assistance  of  his  annuities,  he  supports  himself  as  he  can. 
becomes  one  of  the  class  of  "reserve"  Indians,  and  goes  to  his 
end  through  the  same  course. 

They  do  not  and  have  not  lacked  occasions,  time  and 
again,  when  the  Indian,  goaded  by  swindling  and  wrong  and 
maddened  by  drink,  has  broken  against  the  whites  indis- 
criminately, and  committed  those  outrages  at  which  the  conn- 
try  has  st(^od  aghast.  I  think  it  will  be  found,  almost  without 
exception,  that  Indians  wars  of  late  years  have  broken  out 
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with,  the  second  class  of  annuity  Indians,  and  can  be  directly 
traced  to  the  conduct  of  the  white  men,  who  have  swindled 
them  out  of  their  money  and  their  goods.  By  our  system  of 
reservations,  also,  we  have  gradually  transplanted  the  Indian 
tribes  to  the  west,  and  have  located  them  from  north  to  south 
along  our  western  frontier,  building  up  by  this  means  a  con- 
stantly increasing  barrier  to  travel  and  emigration  westward. 
Through  this  barrier  all  emigrants  to  the  new  territories  and 
to  the  Pacific  States  are  compelled  to  force  their  way,  and 
difficulties,  leading  to  robbery  and  violence  and  oftentimes 
to  extensive  massacres-,  botli  of  whites  and  Indians,  are  of  not 
infrequent  occurence. 

If  the-  whites  be  worsted  in  these  ditttculties,  troops  are 
immediately  demanded,  and  then  begins  an  Indian  war,  which 
the  greed  of  contractors  and  speculators  interested  in  its  con- 
tinuance, playing  upon  the  natural  apprehensions  of  the  people 
and  influencing  the  press,  makes  it  very  difficult  to'  conduct 
successfully  or  bring  to  an  end.  Both  in  an  economic  and  a 
humane  view,  the  present  Indian  policy  has  been  a  woeful 
failure.  Instead  of  preventing,  it  has  been,  beyond  doubu 
the  source  of  all  the  Indians  wars  which  have  occurred  in  late 
years.  So  long  as  our  present  policy  prevails,  the  money  and 
goods  furni-liod  to  tlie  Indians  will  he  a  constant  and  sufficient 
temptation  to  unscrupulous  white  men,  and  so  long  may  we 
expt^ct  ontrages'  and  Indian,  outbreaks  on  the  frontier. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  tliat  the  expense  of  this  system  to 
the  United  States  has  greatly  exceeded  what  would  liave-  been 
necessary  to  keep  troops  on  the  frontier  to  insure  pence  with 
tlie  Indian>.  It  is  equally  certain  that  the  condition  of  the 
Indian,  so  far  from  being  imjn'oved.  has  been  greatly  injured. 
He  has  lost  all  the  high  qualities  of  his  native  state,  and  has 
simply  been  reduced  to  the  condition  of  an  idle,  drunken,  gamb- 
ling vagabond.  The  mortality  of  these  annuity  Indians  living 
on  the  reservations  has  far  exceeded  that  among  the  wihk 
tribes,  and  bids  fair  to  extinguish  the  whole  race  in  a  won- 
derfully short  period.  I  think  it  will  not  be  disputed  by  those 
familiar  with  the  subject  that  our  Indian  policy  has  totalty 
failed -of  vny  humanizing  influence  over  the  Indian.  Inis  worked 
him  a  cruef  wrong,  and  has  entailed  a  very  great  and  useless 
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expense  upon  the  Government.  I  have  passed  ten  years  of 
my  life  in  service  upon  the  frontier,  and  the  facts  herein 
stated  are  the  result  of  observation  and  experience  and  are 
familiar  to  every-  officer  of  the  Army  who  has  served  in  tlic 
West.  However  wise  may  have  been  the  theory  of  our  Indian 
system,  it  can  readily  be  substantiated  that  in  its  praeticnl 
operation  it  has  worked  injustice  and  wrong  to  the  Indian, 
has  made  his  present  state  worse,  morally  and  physically,  than 
it  w^as  in  his  native  wildness,  and  has  entailed  heavy  and 
useless-  expense  upon  the  Government.  ,  Some  change,  there- 
fore, seems  to  be  demanded  by  well-established  facts  resulting 
from  an  experience  of  many  years. 

It  will  doubtless  be  remembered  by  the  War  Department 
that  shortly  after  my  arrival  in  :\Iinnesota  in  October,  1862, 
to  assume  command  of  this  department,  I  invited  tlie  attentinn 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  this  subject  in  relation  to  its  appli- 
cation to  the  reserve  and  annuity  Indian  concerned  in  the  ont- 
breaks  in  that  State.  I  proposed  then  that  all  annuity  Sionx, 
as  w^ell  as  the  Winnebagoes,  be  collected  together,  wii^  or 
withont  their  eorisent,  and  be  removed  to  some  poirl  f;:r  m 
rear  of  frontier  settlements;  that  their  arms  be  taken  away  fmiii 
them;  that  the  payment  of  money,  annuities  be  stopped,  that 
the  appropriations  for  that  purpose  and  to  pay  for  hll  1;'Jm}s 
claimed  by  such  Indians  be  devoted  to  building  them  vi:lau»s 
and  supplying  them  with  food  and  clothing.  By  tliis  in.ans 
the  annuity  Indian  would  be  deprived  of  any  po^ver  to  induicrc 
his  wandering  habits  or  to  injure  his  white  or  other  nen^h- 
bors,  the  temptation  which  the  payment  of  inoiiey  to  hiir. 
constantly  presents  to  unscrupulous  whites  voul.i  he  la.c*  !! 
away,  and  he  would  thus  be  shielded  from  a!!  the'  corruix 
and  debasing  influences  which  have  surrounded  iiim  in  tiuos 
past. 

He  would  be  placed  under  the  most  favorable  rirnim- 
stances  to  apply  to  him  tlie  influences  of  civilizaticn.  e-diieatinii. 
and  Christianity,  with  hope  of  successful  r»  sidt-;,  and  v.  iMi- 
out  the  surroundings  which  have  hitlierto  made  sufh  instruct i(ui 
impracticable.  In  the  second,  if  not  in.  the  iirst,  ueneratinu 
such  humanizing  influences  woulel  have  the"'!'  full  .elfVct  and 
the  Indian,  if  he  could  not  be  nuule  a  good  citizen,  could  at  least 
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be  made  a  liarmkss  member  of  any  community  in  which  his  lot 
might  be  cast.  So  long  as  annuity  Indians  retain  their  tribal 
organization  and  are  treated  in  their  corporate  and  not  their 
individual  capacity,  the  change  of  habits  and  of  ideas  necessary 
to  etfect  this,  result  cannot  be  accomplished,  nor  can  these  re- 
sults even  be  obtained  under  any  circumstances  until  the  Indian 
is  no  longer  an  object  of  cupidity  to  the  white  man.  By  tbis 
•means  also  the  great  barrier  to  emigration  and  travel  now 
constantly  accumulating  along  our  Western  frontier  would  be 
removed,  and  Indian  hostilities  such  as  have  marked  our  his- 
tory of  late  years  would  come  to  an  end. 

This  system  would  be  very  mucli  less  expensive  to  the 
Government  than  the  present,  attended  as  the  latter  is  at  short 
intervals  with  expensive  Indian  wars.    Certainly,  in  a  humane 
view^,  such  a  system  as  is  here  sketched  has  every  advantaoe 
over  that  hitherto  pursued.    AVhils-t  in  October,  1862,  I  did  not 
consider  it  my  province  (as  indeed  I  do  not  now)  to  recommend 
tJie  application  of  this  system  to  any  annuity  Indians,  except 
such  as  are  within  the  limits  of  my  own  command,  I  yet  be- 
lieved then,  as  I  do  now,  that  such  a  system  possessed  everv 
aavantage  over  that  hitherto   pursued   and   was  much  more 
worthy  of  a  humane  and  wise  Government.    In  proposino-  it  I 
have  not  undertaken  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  right°of  a 
^ew  nomadic  Indians  to  claim  possession  of  the  vast°  district 
of  country  which  they  roam  over,  to  check  the  advance  of 
civilization,  or  to  retain  in  wildness  and  ufiproductiveness  for 
the  scanty  subsistence  of  a  few  thousand  sava-es,  regions  which' 
would  support  many  millions  of  civilized  men.    However  such 
questions,  may  be  decided  by  abstract  reasoning,  all  history 
shows  that  the  result  will  certainly  be  in  some  way  the  dispos- 
session of  the  savage  and  the  occupation  of  his  lands  bv  civi- 
lized man.    The  only  practical  question,  therefore,  for  the  Gov- 
ernment to  consider  is  the  means  l)y  wliich  this  result  may  be 
attained  with  the  greatest  humanity,  the  least  injustice,  and  the 
largest  benefit  to  the  Indian  morally  and  physically. 

No  Goveriiment  except  our  own  has  even  recognized  Indian 
title  to  land  upon  this  continent.  It  is  with  just  pride  that 
we  point  to  our  record  on  this  subject,  but  such,  pride  cannot 
but  be  much  abated  when  we  come  to  contemplate  ^he  pr-ic 
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tical  Avorking  of  the  system  which  is  based  on  this  principle. 
AVhilst  our  Indian  system  is  based  upon  the  principle  of  re- 
munerating the  Indian  for  lands  taken  from  him,  the  practical 
lesult  of  its  application  has  been  to  leave  him  in  contact  and 
intercourse  with  a  class  of  unscrupulous  whites,  who  are  at- 
tracted to  him  only  in  the  hope  of  securing  the  money  which 
he  received.  No  measures  are  omitted  to  plunder  him,  and  as 
the  most  effective  method  of  doing  this  is  first  to  degrade  him 
by  drink  and  gambling,  that  process  is  of  course  the  one  gen- 
erally pursued. 

No  sufficient  protection  from  these  influences  is  afforded 
to  t]u:  Indian,  and  the  very  principle  of  recognizing  his  title 
to  lands  and  paying  him  for  them,  upon  which  we  pride  our- 
selves so  much,  has  been,  in.  fact,  by  the  manner  of  its  applica- 
tion, the  direct  cause  of  his  degradation  and  of  the  tempting 
to  wrong  and  plunder  him.  To  the  practical  operation  of  a 
principle  which  is  in  itself  wise  and  humane,  we  OAve  the  con- 
stant recurrence  of  Indian  wars  and  the  deep  degradation  of 
the  Indian.  I  propose  therefore  that  the  annuity  Indians  who 
still  observe  their  treaties  be  removed  to  points  far  in  rear  of 
the  frontier  settlements  in  the  manner  and  under  the  condi- 
tions indicated,  anel  that  all  other  Indians  be  left  to  the  ex- 
clusive management  of  the  War  Department  and  the  military 
commanders  in  the  Indian  country. 

The  ajiplieation  of  a  system  based  upon  these  recommcnela- 
tions  would  of  necessity  ree|uire  a  radical  change  in  our  whole 
Indian  policy;  and,  although  I  hardly  feel  justified  in  recom- 
mending so  extensive  a  reorganization  of  our  Indian  system. 
I  consider  it  not  improper  to  present  these  vicAvs  for  the  con- 
sideration of  those  AA'ho  haA'e  jurisdiction  of  the  subject.  I 
have  presented  the  foregoing  suggestions  for  the  consideration 
of  the  AYar  Department  because  I  believe  that  the  time  has 
arrived  Avhen,  having  had  abundant  experience  of  the  evil  Avork- 
ing  of  our  present  Indian  policy,  Ave  can  remodel  it  AA'ithout 
confusion  so  as  best  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  to  secure  humane  and  just  treatment  of  the  Indian 
tribes.  I  have  sketched  the  subject  thus  briefly,  because  I  onW 
design  to  present  the  outline  of  suggestions  Avhicli  can  properly 
be  made  the  basis  of  action  by  the  legislative  department  of 
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the  Government,  and  to  invite  attention  to  a  subject  which  mer- 
Its  and  should  receive  careful  consideration. 

My  immediate  purpose  in  giving  thus,  in  detail,  the  evil 
working  of  our  present  Indian  system  is  simply  that  the  facts 
stated  may  be  made  the  basis  of  an  urgent  request  to  the  War 
Department  in  view  of  military  operations  on  the  great  plains 
during  the  coming  spring.    These  operations  will  brino-  us  into 
contact  with  tribes  of  wild  Indians  with  whom  treaties  have 
never  been  made'  and  Avith  powerful  bands  of  annuitv  Indians 
belonging  to  the  second  class  of  annuity  Indians  described  .:n 
this  paper  who  have  violated  their  treaties.  In  view  of  any  per- 
manently successful  results  of  military  movements,  I  have  tlie 
hmior  to  reciu^'St  respectfully,  but  with  all  earnestness,  that 
the  present  system  of  treaty  making  be  not  applied  to  the 
wild  tribes,  and  that  treaties  already  violated  be  not  reiiewed. 
•  I  have  proposed  to  establisli  large  military  posts  in  the  midst 
of  the  Indian  countiy  which  shall  cover  the  border  setth- 
ments  of  Iowa,  Dakota  and  Minnesota,  at  a  Ion-  distance  and 
at  the  same  time  to  Jocate  them  tliat  they  shall  furnish  some 
protection  along  the  emigrant  route  to  Idalio.    Strong  cavalry 
forces  will  visit  the  various  tribes  of  Indians  east,  north  and 
south  of  the  .Alissouri  Kiver,  and  hold  such  conferences  with 
them  and  take  such  measures  as  shall  assure  quiet. 

I  would  ask,  therefore,  that  the  militarv  be  left  to  deal 
with  these  Indians  without  the  interposition  'of  Indian  a-ents. 
I  ask  It  because  I  believe  Hint  any  permanent  peace  with  the 
Indians  depends  upon  it,  and  because  I  am  convhiced  that  the 
eondition  of  the  ludian  in  his  wild  state  is  far  better  than  his 
status  und.r  present  Indian  policy.  If  we  could  provide  bv 
treaty  tor  tin-  r.^moval  of  the  Indians  to  points  far  within  the 
irontier  States,  and  could  place  them  in  such  condition  that 
Ihey  would  no  longer  be  a  temptation  to  covetous  white  mm, 
wiiilst  at  the  same  time  they  would  be  prevented  from  indulg- 
ing their  wandering  liabits  and  subjected  under  the  most  favor- 
able circumstmiees  to  all  the  iniiiienees  of  education  and  Christ- 
ianity, 1  have  no  doubt  that  such  treaties  would  be  emino^itly 
wise  and  humane:  but  l)etwten  such  a  condition  and  the  native 
state  of  the  Indian  th.-re  is  no  intermediate  arrnn-ement  whieh 
IS  not  att.'nded  with  wrong  to  the  Indian,  unuecessarv  expense 
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to  the  GovGrnmeiit,  and  constant  danger  to  the  frontier  settle- 
ments. In  his  wild  condition  the  Indian  possesses  at  hjist 
many  noble  qualities,  and  has  only  the  vices  which  are  ins-^p- 
arable  from  the  savage  state.  He  is  free,  and,  so  far  as  he  can 
be,  happy,  contented  and  easily  managed.  If  the  Government 
make  any  change  in  his  condition  it  should  be  for  the  better. 
It  is  easier  far  to  preserve  the  peace  and  protect  emigration 
where  only  wild  Indians  are  in  question  than  where  these 
annuity  Indians  are  concerned.  Either  a  radical  change  in  our 
Indian  policy  should  be  made,  or,  in'  justice  to  the  Govern- 
ment a.s  well  as  the  Indian  and  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  he 
sliould  be  left  in  his  native  state,  only  subject  to  the  condition 
that  he  shall  not  molest  the  emigrants  who  purs-ue  their  jour- 
ney through  his  vast  domain. 

If  we  cannot  adopt  the  former  of  these  alternatives,  the 
latter  has  at  least  been  made  more  easy  by  the  fact  that  we 
have  already  reached  the  western  limit  of  the  great  fertile  re- 
gion between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Kocky  ^Mountains.  The 
great  rtgion  now  roamed  over  by  the  Indians  offers  no  induce- 
ments to  settlement  and  cultivation,  and  the  lands  are  not  co- 
veted by  the  whites-,  except  in  the  circumscribed  regions  where 
gold  Ikis  been  discovered.  Special  arrangements  can.  if  neces- 
sary, be  made  with  the  Indians  who  claim  these  immediate 
districts,  but  there  is-  no  longer  the  necessity  of  iutcrtVring 
with  the  wild  Indians  of  the  great  plains  further  than  to  secure 
imnmnity  of  travel  for  white  emigrants.  This  safety  of  travel 
can  readily  be  secured  by  the  kind  action  of  the  military  au- 
thorities. 

I  believe  that  the  further  application  by  Indian  agtuts  of 
our  present  system  of  treaty  making  would  only  jeopardize  this 
result,  and  for  this  reason,  as  well  as  in  consideration  of  the 
facts  heretofore  stated,  I  urge  upon  the'  Department  that  no 
treaties  be  made  nor  renewed  with  Indians  in  this  dt'partment. 
The  systeni  of  Indian  policy  I  have  lierein  sketched  and  rr com- 
mended I  iiope  earnestly  will  be  adopted,  as  well  for  the  good 
of  the  Indian  as  for  the  good  of  the  countiy.  I'ntil  that  is 
done,'  or  some  such  change  in  our  Indian  system  be  made,  I 
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trust  that  on  the  grounds  of  humanity,  as  well  as  of  interest 
the  Government  will  decide  to  leave  the  Indian  in  his  native 
wildness. 

34-pt.  2-256^  JNO.  POPE,  Major-Genera],  Commanding 

■Washington,  D.  C,  February  8,  1864 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  .     >  • 

Milwaukee ; 

Members  of  Congress  represent  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
that  the  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  Volunteers  are  availabfe  in  vour 
department  for  immediate  service  in  the  field,  and  thev  wish 
them  orcered  South.  Please  report  bv  telegraph  if  th'ev  can 
be  spared. 

^-2-  H.  W.  HALLECK.  ' 


Major-Geiieral  Ilalleck, 
AVasliiiiirton  : 


:\rihvaukee,  Wis.,  February  9,  1S64. 

(Received  G:30  p.  m.) 


f,uaiJ  ng  Sioux  prisoners  at  Daveapovt.  Reoin.ent  cannot  be 
spared  from  this  department.  Reasons  by  mail.  Xot  a  man 
5r  tTJ:T  department  who  could  pos.,ibly  be  spared. 

'^■^"P*-  J^'0.  POPE,  Ma.ior-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

nr  ■  r.  „  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  February  9,  1S64 

Ma.i.-Gcn.  IT.  W.  llalleck. 

General-in-Chief.  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Ti,-  ?r,"^,-:  y<^-'^terday    concernincr  the 

swe!  .  i  'Vr'°""",  ''''''  '■^^•^"•"1         partly-  a„- 

vezed^by  telegraph.  I  have  the  honor,  in  addition,  to  submit 
the  following  statement.  Two  companies  of  this  reoi„,ent 
gamson  Fort  Kandall,  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  being  th;  only 
Mfantry  force  ni  that  region.  One  company  has  char.e  of  the 
Zifr^  ^°"fi-d,at  Davenport,  leaving  seven  com- 

panies, tl,e  only  fvoops  I  have,  not  far  on  the  Indian  frontier 
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Under  instructions  to  furnish  military  aid  to  the  provost-mar- 
shals in  executing  the  draft,  and  in  guarding  deserters  and 
prisoners,  drafted  men,  etc.,  these  companies  have  been  inces- 
santly employed.  In  many  sections  of  the  State  it  has  nut  been 
I.racticabTe  to  make  the  enrollment  or  draft,  or  to  arrest  the 
drafted  men  who  failed  to  report,  without  the  use  of  troops. 

Particularly  in  this  city  there  certainly  would  have  been 
a  riot  and  there  has  been  great  alarm  for  fear  of  it  even  with 
the  force  here.  It  has  only  been  within  a  week  or  so  that  the 
various  detachments  of  these  companies  could  be  relieved  from 
duty  at  ditlerent  points  in  the  State,  in  accordance  with 
itquisitions  of  the  provost-marshnl-o'eneral  of  this  State.  In  the 
s])ring  it  is  my  purpose  to  send  at  least  three  of  these  com- 
panies to  General  S\dly,  on  the  Upper  Missouri.  I  stated  to 
you,  in  submitting  a  plan  of  operations  against  the  Indians  in 
the  spring,  precisely  what  force  there  was  in  this-  dtpartment. 
You  can  judge  whether  this  force  I  intend  to  retain  to  do  aP 
the  military  duty  in  this  dei)artment,  viz,  two  infantry  and  two 
cavalry  reiriments.  is  more  than  enough  for  the  purpose.  It  is 
not.  I  think,  necessary  for  me  to  inform  you  that  I  have  not 
retained  a  man  here  who  could  possibly  have  been  s[);iitMl  \n 
send  South.  Certainly  no  man  is  more  anxious  than  mysilf  to 
do  whatever  can  be  done  toward  re-enforcing  our  armies  in 
front  of  the  enemy.  I  cannot,  however,  spare  this  regiment 
from  this  department. 

34-Pt.  2-282  JXO.  POPE.  :Ma.ior-General.  C'ommandinu:. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army. 
Washington,  February  11.  ISbU 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  AVar: 

Sir.    I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  :\raior-General  Pope 
ct  Indian  affairs  in  his  department.    The  clianoe  of  policy  h.-r^ 
reeonnnendcd  is  well  wortli  the  aUention  of  those  charired  with 
tlie  manae^^ment  of  the  Indians  in  the  Xortliwest. 
34-pt.  2-303  -  IT.  ^V.  IIALLECK. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

:\Ii]waukee,  Wis.,  February  ll,  1864. 

Erig.-Gen.  11.  H.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  :\linnesota : 

General:  Your  dispatch  informing  me  that  the  Second 
Regiment  2Jiimesota  Cavalry  has  been  ordered  South  from 
AVashington  has  just  reached  me.  General  Halleck  writes  that 
troops  are  dreadfully  needed  at  the  lower  Mississippi,  and 
they  must  therefore  go  at  almost  any  hazard.  The  mounted 
regiment  ordered  from  ]^Iinnesota  could  not  possibly  take  the 
field  before  the  middle  of  :\[ay,  more  than  three  months  from 
this  date,  during  which  time  it  might  perform  incalculable 
^service  South :  before  it  would  be  needed  in  :\Iinnesota  its  place 
could  be  supplied.  I  tiiink  you  entirely  overestimate  the  dan- 
ger from  the  Indians,  as  well  as  the  amount  needed  in  Min- 
nesota. If  there  be  the  danger  you  seem  to  apprehend,  surely 
it  may  fairly  be  said  that  your  campaign  of  last  summer  aceom- 
plished  very  little.  I  do  not  (as  your  letter  seems  to  do) 
underestimate  the  efforts  of  the  operations  of  last  summer. 

From  your  own  account  the  nearest  hostile  Indians  are 
now  on  the  Upper  :\lissouri,  800  miles  from  Pembina  and  600 
miles  distant  from  any  other  settlement  in  Minnesota.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  the  most  prondnent  Yanktonais  chiefs  have  sent 
messages  to  General  Sully  asking  for  pe-ace.  I  need  not  go 
further  with  this  matter  at  present,  as  I  shall  expect  to  see  you. 
v.nd  General  Sully  here  together  as  soon  as  I  hear  from  AYash- 
ington,  where  the  whole  subject  can  be  gone  over.  Meanwhile, 
I  trust  you  will  endeavor  to  allay  the  apprehensions  of  the 
people  of  :\linnesota,  which  your  letter  and  plans  of  operations 
ar^  SK)  likely  (if  known)  to  excite. 

34-pt.  2-303  JXO.  POPE,  :\lajor-GeneraI,  Commandino;. 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Minnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\linn.,  February  11,  1864. 
Ma j. -Gen.  John  Pope,  '    "  . 

Milwaukee: 

General :  On  the  25th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  place 
before  you  at  length  my  views  of  the  military  operations  which 
would  be  required  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  .Alin- 
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nesota  and  Iowa  and  of  Dakota  Territory,  and  ftook  occasion 
to  state  very  empJiatically  my  conviction  that  the  pro-rainnie 
marked  out  by  you  could  not  be  successfully  carried  out  with 
less  tiian  the  full  force  now  in  this  district.  I  telegraphed  yuu 
^esteiday  that  an  order  had  been  received  by  Major  Nelson, 
superintendent  of  recniiting,  from  the  General-in-Chief,  direct- 
in-  tlie  Second  Ilegiment  Minnesota  Cavalry  to  be  dispatcliud 
without  delay  to  General  Banks  at  Xew  Orleans-.  That  re-i- 
•juent  was  raised  to  replace  -the  First  Minnesota  .Alountcd 
liangers,  lately  mustered  out  of  the  service,  the  latter  regiment 
Iiaving  been  authorized  expressly  for  frontier  defense. 

I  am  thus  left  with  Hatch's  battalion  of  cavalry,  alone\)f 
the  loree  of  this  district,  and  I  have  already  recomniendea 
that  it  reniiiin  where  it  is  now  stationed,  for  I  regard  a  force 
near  the  British  line  as  indispensable.  I  beg  leave°respectful]y 
10  stale  that  while  I  shall  cheerfully  obey  all  orders  from  my 
superiors,  it  is  my  duty  to  report  the  expression  of  my  convic- 
tion liiat  if  the  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry  is  detJiched  as 
ordered  there  will  not  be  left  in  the  district  <a  force  sufiicien^ 
eJlectively  to  protect  the  frontier  against  the  powerful  bands 
of  salvages  who  inliabit  the  prairies  within  200  or  800  miles  v.i 
our  seltlen.ents,  and  who  will  promptly  be  informed,  Ihrou-li 
the  Bntisli  half-breeds,  of  the  very  serious  diminution  of  tlie 
nuhtary  strength  in  this  district. 

34-rt.  2-303     n.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Washington,  Februarv  14,  1864. 

Aiajor-General  Pope, 
^lilwaukee,  Wis. 

Your  plan  of  Indian  campaign  is  approved,  subject  to  such 
modification  as  experience  may  suggest. 
34.Pt..  2-330  H.  W.  ^LLECK,  General-in-Chief. 


Milwaukee,  Wis.,  February  15,  1864. 

(Keceived  S:2o  p.  m.) 
:^-\lor-Genera]  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Is  tliere  not  some  mistake  in  ordering  the  Second  Minne- 
^^ota  South?    Tliis  is  the  only  cavalry  regiment  in  :\Iinnesota, 
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being  the  First  Mounted  Rangers,  reorganized  at  my  request 
for  service  in  ^Minnesota.    As  the  nse  of  this  regiment  is  speci- 
fied in  my  plan  of  Indian  campaign  approved  by  yon,  I  think 
there  must  be  mistake  in  ordering  it  South. 
o4-Pt.  2-340  JNO.  POPE.  Major-General. 


Milwaukee,  ^"is.,  February  15,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  II.  H.  Sibley,  Saint  Paul,  ^Imu.: 

Please  come  here  as  soon  as  convenient,  to  confer  on  Indian 
campaign.    Telegraph  what  day  you  will  reach  here. 
34-Pt.  2-340  JXO.  POPE,  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ^linn..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul.  ]Minn..  February  15,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  ^lilwaukee. 

General:  I  can  arrange  to  leave  for  Milwaukee  on  the 
22nd.  If  my  presence  is  indispensable  before  the  24tli  please 
telegraph  innuediately.  IT.  H.  SIBLEY, 

34-Pt.  2-340  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Milwaukee,  "Wis.,  February  16,  1864—11:30  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  II.  H.  Sibley, 
Saint  Paul,  ]\linn. 
I  shall  expect  you  on  the  24th. 
34-Pt.  2-348  JOIIX  POPE,  ^lajor-General, 

CommandiTig., 


Washington,  February  16,  1864 — 10:40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Pope: 

The  Second  ^Minnesota  Cavalry  was  ordered  South  in  a 
mistake  in  regard  to 'its  status.  The  order  was  revoked  sev- 
eral days  ago.  It  is  to  form  a  part  of  your  Indian  expedition. 
34-Pt.  II.-348  IT.  AV.  ITALLECTv. 
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•Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ;Minn.,  Dept.  of  tlie  Northwest. 
,    '  Saint  Paul,  Minu.,  February  16,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee. 

General:  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  11th  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  my  estimate  of  the  force  required  for 
operations  in  this  district  corresponded  with  the  views  of  the 
programme  which  should  be  followed,  as  designated  in  your 
instmctions  of  18th  ultimo,  in  which  you  direct  me  to  mass  my 
whole  eavalry  force,  and  with  two  or  three  pieces  of  artillery 
to  take  the  field  early  in  the  spring  and  sweep  the  whole  region 
between  Fort  Pierre  and  Abercrombie.  You  also  direct  the 
establishment  of  a  post  on  James  River  of  three  companies  of 
infantry  and  five  companies  of  cavalry.  In  addition  to  these 
requirements  you  stated  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  a  line  of 
stations  along  the  frontier  settlements  of  :\Iinnesota.  xVccording 
to  your  instructions  I  addressed  you  a  dispatch  covering  the 
entire  ground,  and  respectfully  concurring  in  your  general 
policy,  except  in  the  location  of  the  posts,  and  suggesting  the 
employment  of  infantry  rather  than  cavalry  for  the  expedi- 
tionary force,  or  rather  a  mixed  force  of  each. 

The  regiments  in  this  district  were^  already  reduced  one- 
half  in  number  before  the  Second  Ca\alry  received  marching 
orders,  and  I  therefore  deem  it  my  duty  to  apprise  you  that 
after  the  departure  of  that  regiment  there  would  not  be  troops 
enough  left  in  this  district  either  to  carry  out  your  directions 
or  to  push  the  advantages  gained  over  the  savages  during  the 
last  year,  so  as  speedily  to  terminate  hostilities  on  their  part. 
I  did  not  intend  to  underestimate  these  advantages,  for  they 
were  very  good,  as  the  condition  of  the  hostile  Indians  testifies; 
but  they  can  only  be  made  entirely  decisive  by  a  demonstration 
formidable  enough  to  satisfy  them  that  the  Government  forces 
had  not  abandoned  the  field,  but  were  preiKired  for  fui'ther  of- 
fensive operations  against  the  refractory  l)ands.  Such  an  at- 
titude of  preparations  to  strike  whenever  and  wherever  re- 
quisite would,  in  my  judgment,  bring  all  these  bands  to  tender 
their  submission,  and  would  be  far  less  expensive  than  to 
place  our  dependence  in  defensive  measures  and  show  but  a 
feeble  front. 
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'   I  have  alreadv  assured  you  that  I  did  not  desire  to  retain 
on^man  from  the  Southern  fields,  .vhere  they  are  mueh  needed, 
who  was  not  indispensable  to  the  defense  of  the  exposed  bord- 
ers of  Minnesota  and  Iowa,  but  certainly  these  States,  which 
have  so  patrioticallv  responded  to  the  calls  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment should  not  be  so  far  denuded  of  their  men  as  to  incur 
any  hazard  whatever  of  a  recurrence  of  the  horrible  scenes  of 
1862.    If  such  a  contingency  should  by  any  possibility  occur.  . 
the  militarv  authorities  of  your  department  would  be  held 
justly   accountable,   unless   they   had   previously   made  such 
representations  to  the  authorities  at  headquarters  as  would,  if 
properly  heeded,  have  prevented  any  such  calamity.    It  is  with 
a  solemn  sense  of  the  responsibility  of  the  position  you.m-- 
trusted  to  me,  as  commandant  of  one  of  the  most  important 
districts  in  vour  department,  that  I  have  felt  it  due  to  you  as 
well  as  to  the  Government  that  you  should  be  fully  advised,  and 
frequentlv,  of  all  the  information  I  could  obtain  relative  to  the 
views  and  intt^ntions  of  the  powerful  bands  of  savages  who  for 
the  first  time  were  brought  into  conflict  with  our  forces  last 
year,  and  who.  although  defeated  and  routed  in  every  engage- 
ment, are  by  no  means  so  completely  s\ibdued  as  not  to  be 
encouraged  to  continue  hostilities  if  they  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  frontiers  have  been  stripped  in  a  great  degre^e^ 
of  their  defenses. 

You  need  be  under  no  apprehension  that  anything  will 
proceed  from  these  head(iuarters  unnecessarily  to  create  alarm 
among  the  people  at  any  reduction  of  force  in  this  district.  It 
is  only  in  my  correspondence  with  you  as  my  superior  officer 
that  I  feel  it  to  be  my  dnty  to  state  my  opinions  and  convic- 
tions with  perfect  frankness,  leaving  it  to  yourself  to  attach 
such  importance  to  them  as  you  (h'em  them  worthy  of.  It  is 
my  intention,  as  you  have  be.'n  informed  in  my  telegram,  to 
leave  for  department  head(piarta-s  on  the  22d  instant,  in  com- 
pliance  with  your  message,  and  ui)on  my  arrival  you  will,  of 
course,  give  me  your  final  instructions  as  to  the  plan  of  oper- 
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ations  decided  upon,  ^v]ueh  I  shall  assuredly  carry  out  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

H.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General.  Commanding. 
N.  B. — Since  writing  tlie  foregoing  I  have  received  copy 
of  telegram  from  General  Halleck  to  you  announcing  the  grati- 
fying intelligence  that  the  order  directing  the  Second  Regi- 
ment Minnesota  Cavalry  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  has  been 
revoked. 

H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
3i-Pt.  2-349. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 
^Milwaukee,  AVis.,  February  16,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Sully, 
Davenport,  Iowa. 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major  general  commanding 
to  advise  you  that  he  will  expect  to  see  you  here  on  the  24th 
instant  to  meet  General  Sibley. 

J.  F.  MELIXE,  Acting  Asst.  Adjutant-General. 
34-Pt.  2-350. 


Abstract  from  Retm^n  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwests 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope.  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 
for  the  Month  of  February,  1864. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
[Milwaukee,  "Wis.,  March  1,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallack, 

General-in-Chief,  AYashington,  D.  C. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  inclosed,  an  ap- 
plication from  General  Sully  for  permission  to  raise  by  enlist- 
ment or  by  hire,  in  the  quartermaster's  department,  200  fron- 
tiersmen for  duty  with  his  expedition  against  the  Indians  this 
summer,  to  be  discharged  for  service  at  the  end  of  the  summer 
or  at  any  time  during  the  campaign  when  he  can  dispense  with 
their  services. 

The  reason  he  assigns  for  employing  these  men  are  entirely 
conclusive,  and  I  am  sure  will  address  themselves  to  your  ap- 
proval. I  earnestly  request  that  this  application  be  granteJ. 
I  believe  these  men  to  be  essential  to  the  success  of  his  oper- 
ations in  the  comparatively  unknown  regions  which  will  be  the 
theater  of  his  operations.  An  early  answer  to  this  application 
is  respectfully  asked,  for  obvious  reasons. 

JXO.  POPE,,  Major-General,  Commanding. 

34-Pt.  2-4S0. 


C4eneral  Orders  Xo.  8. 

Hdqrs.  Depart/of  the  Northwest. 
Milwaukee,  AVis.,  March  4,  1864. 
The  Military  District  of  [Minnesota  is  hereby  extended  to 
include  all  the  territory  east  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  head  of 
Pembina  River  to  the  western  extremity  of  Devil's  Lake; 
then  to  the  head  of  James  River;  thence  following  the  course 
of  James  River  southerly  to  the  forty-fourth  parallel  of  lati- 
tude; thence  east  along  that  parallel  to  the  Big  Sioux  River; 
then  along  the  line  of  that  river  to  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Iowa. 

J.  F.  MELINE,  Acting  Asst.  Adjutant-General. 

34-Pt.  2-501. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

'     Milwaukee,  Wis.,  T^Iarch  5,  1864. 

Col.  J.  D.  Green, 

Sixth  U.  S.  Infy.,  Pro.  :\Iar.  Gen.  for  W^isconsm. 

Colonel:  *  *  *  It  is  proper  for  me  to  inform  you  also, 
in  order  that  you  may  take  whatever  measures  may  be  neces- 
sary that  nearly  the  whole  force  in  this  State  now  under  my 
command  will  be  sent  to  the  upper  :\lissouri  as  soon  as  naviga- 
tion opens,  for  temporary  service  in  the  Indian  campaign  this 
summer. 

JNO.  POPE,  Major-General,  Commanding. 

34-Pt.  2-511. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ^^linn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  March  9,  1964. 
Mai  E  A   C.  Hatch,  Comdg.  Independent  Battalion,  Pembina: 
*       *  *     *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *  * 
General  Siblev  has  positive  and  detailed  information  from 
the  Missouri  of  the  existence  of  a  formidable  combination  of 
the  several  bands  of  Sioux  on  both  sides  of  that  river,  to  hermi- 
tically  seal  their  country  against  further  intrusion  by  emigrants 
to  the  gold  mines,  and  that  the  intention  is  to  attack  steamers 
or  land  expeditions  wherever  they  are  to  be  found.  A  formidable 
column  of  mounted  troops  will  ascend  the  Missouri  as  soon  as 
the  season  is  sufficiently  advanced  to  permit  it,  to  encounter 
and  disperse  this  concentration  of  warriors,  and  to  bring  them 
to  a  realizing  sense  of  their  utter  inability  successfully  to  con- 
tend with  the  power  they  have  provoked. 

At  the  same  time  posts  powerfully  garrisoned  will  be 
established  at  various  points  in  the  Indian  country,  to  protect 
the  route  to  Idaho,  and  as  the  most  effectual  mode  of  guardm- 
the  frontier.  The  savages  have  made  the  sad  mistake  for 
themselves  of  supposing  that  the  Government  was  so  much 
occupied  in  suppressing  the  gigantic  rebellion  at  the  South  as 
to  be  unable  to  protect  its  citizens  on  tlie  northwestern  border. 
They  will,  ere  long,  be  disa])nsed  of  this  erroneous  impression, 
when  it  will  be  too  late  to  save  themselves  from  its  disastrous 
consequences. 
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Requisitions  have  been  made  and  transmitted  to  Detroit 
for  Canadian  horses  for  the  use  of  your  battalion,  which  will 
be  filled  at  an  early  day. 

R.  C.  OLIN,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

34-Pt.  2-539. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :Minn..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn.,  :\Iarch  9,  1864. 
Editors  of  Pioneer  and  Editors  of  Press,  Saint  Paul. 

Gentlemen :  In  consequence  of  many  applications  made  to 
me  for  information  with  regard  to  the  contemplated  military 
operations  in  this  district  duriiiii-  the  approaching  season,  and 
the  general  interest  manifested  by  the  people  on  the  frontier  to 
learn  what  dispositions  are  to  be  made  for  their  defense,  I 
deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  wliat  is  proper  to  be  made 
public  OJi-  this  subject  through  the  nu  dium  of  the  journals  in 
this  city.  The  programme  fixed  upon  by  ]\Iajor-General  Pope 
embraces  three  distinct  objects: 

First,  the  chastisement  and  subjection  of  the  bands  of 
savages  on  both  side  of  the  Missouri  River  who  continue  re- 
fractory and  hostile. 

Second,  the  protection  of  the  overland  route  to  Idaho  by 
the  establishment  of  strong  military  posts  within  the  Indian 
country  at-  convenient-  distances. 

Third,  the  security  of  the  ^Minnesota  and  Iowa  frontier 
against  hostile  raids. 

To  effect  the  first  purpose  a  powerful  column  of  troops  will 
take  the  field  as  early  as  the  season  will  permit,  to  seek  and 
attack  the  Indians  who  jire  reliably  reported  to  have  made  a 
formidable  combination  to  dispute  the  passage  of  a  force  into 
their  country,  and  to  attack  steamers  bound  for  the  upper 
Missouri,  and  any  overland  expedition  en  route  for  the  gold 
regions  of  Idaho.  The  points  where  military  posts  are  to  be 
established  are  not  yet  determined  upon,  but  they  will  be 
selected  with  the  double  view  of  protecting  the  route  to  Idaho 
and  of  deterring  the  savages  from  making  a  demonstration  in 
force  toward  the  white  settlements,  should  they  l)e  disposed  to 
do  so. 
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-  The  third  object  mentioned,  that  of  guarding  the  frontier 
against  petty  raids,  is  to  be  accomplished  by  the  occupation 
by  the  troops  of  such  stations  outside  the  line  of  settlements  as 
Svill  serve  to  check  the  passage  of  hostile  parties  so  far  as  the 
Dumber  of  men  that  can  be  spared  from  field  operations  will 
permit,  and  by  the  constant  patrol  of  strong  parties  of  cavalry 
"on  both  sides  of  the  Minnesota  River. 

Scouts  will  also  be  posted  at  the  most  exposed  points  to 
give  timely  warning  of  the  approach  of  danger.    It  must^  be 
"remembered,  however,  that  hostilities  exist  between  our  Gov- 
ernment and  the  Sioux  bands,  and  while  they  continue  the 
settlers  on  the  frontier  should  be  prepared  to  co-operate  in  the 
destruction  of  any  small  parties  of  savages,  who,  driven  to 
desperation  by  their  present  miserable  state  of  destitution,  may 
choose  to  incur  the  inevitable  risks  of  an  attempt  to  penetrate 
within  the  lines  for  the  purposes-  of  plunder.     I  would  re- 
spectfully suggest  in  this  connection  that  the  thousand  base- 
less rumors  always  put  in   circulatiou  by  frightened  people 
should  find  no  place  in  the  public  prints,  as  they  are  prolific 
of  injury  to  the  best  interests  of  the  State.    All  information  of 
a  reliable  character  will  be  innuediately  and  cheerfully  furnish- 
ed from  these  headquarters  when  of  importance  suffieient  to 
be  communicated. 

H.  IT.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

S4^Pt.  2-5-40.  .  .  - 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :\Iinn..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  March  10,  186-t. 

11.  S.  Jennings, 

Hastings,  ^Nlinn. 

Sir:  You  are  respectfully  informed,  in  reply  to  your  com 
municaton  of  the  9th  instant,  that  I  am  not  possessed  of  any 
information,  official  or  otherwise,  with  reference  to  an  overland 
expedition  to  Idaho  from  this  State,  other  than  the  fact,  that 
a  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa  contains  ' an  appro- 
priation of  $10,(}00  for  the  protection  of  emigrants  on  thfr 
route  from  Fort  Abercrombie  to  Fort  Benton,  which  has  not 
yet  become  a  law.    The  information  furnished  the  military  au- 
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thorities  from  reliable  sources  indicate  the  formation  of  a  com- 
bination of  all  of  the  Sioux  bands  on  both  sides  of  the  Mis- 
souri- to  prevent  any  emigration  to  Idaho  by  that  river  or  over- 
land. In  my  opinion  it  would  be  imprudent  to  attempt  the  trip 
until  the  route  has  been  rendered  safe  by  the  troops,  who  will 
be  dispatched  for  that  purpose  as  soon  as  the  season  will  per- 
mit, and  who  will  sweep  the  country  along  the  Missouri  River. 
It  is  no  doubt  true,  however,  that  a  large  number  of  emigrants 
are  preparing  to  proceed  to  the  gold  region  ascending  the 
Missouri  in  steamers.  ^Yhether  the  unsettled  and  dangerous 
conditions  of  affairs  will  deter  them  from  preceding  the  column 
of  troops  or  not  I  am  unable  to  state. 

11.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
34-Pt.  II.-560. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

Milwaukee,  AYis.,  March  11,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  AY.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  YTashington,  D.  C. 

General:  A  very  large  number  of  men  will  leave  tnis 
region  of  country  within  a  month  or  six  weeks  for  the  gold 
mines  of  Idaho.  Is  it  proposed  by  the  Government  to  require 
any  papers  for  them  from  provost-marshals  or  other  officials 
showing  that  the  quota  under  the  draft  from  the  sub-districts 
has  been  filled  or  that  they  are  otherwise  exempt  from  draft? 
Will  you  please  instruct  me  on  this  subject  as  early  as  con- 
venient. 

JXO.  POPE,  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  March  12,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  AY.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  di- 
rected Brig.  Gen.  A.  Sully,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  with  such  staff 
officers  as  he  may  need,  to  proceed  to  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  to  pre- 
pare supplies  and  fit  out  his  expedition  for  a  campaign  against 
the  hostile  Sioux  during  the  (joming  season.    Alay  I  request  that 
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you  will  give  hini_3iich  assistance  as  is  in  your  power,  through 
the  staff  officers  of  your  department  ? 

JNO.  POPE,  :\Iajor-General,  Commanding. 

34-Pt.  II.-580. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

:\lilwaukee,  Wis.,  :\Iarch  14,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  S.  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Dept.  of  Kansas,  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 
General  Sully  will  move  from  the  Upper  ^Missouri  with  a 
considerable  force  against  the  Uncpapas  and  other  hostile  bands 
of  Sioux  as  soon  as  the  grass  is  sufficiently  advanced  to  subsist 
his  animals.     He  needs  another  battalion   of  cavalry  and  I 
have  none  in  this  department.    One  battalion  of  the  Seventh 
Iowa  Cavalry  is  now  with  him.    The  remaining  two  battalions 
I  sent  to  your  department  at  the  request  of  Geueral  Schofield 
when  he  was  in  command.    They  are,  I  think,  on  the  Nebraska 
frontier.    As  the  expedition  of  General  Sully  is  directed  against 
the  hostile  Sioux  along  the  northern  frontier  of  Nebraska,  I  | 
have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  Avill,  if  possible,  return  < 
to  me  one  battalion  of  the  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry  or  the  bat-  i 
talion  of  the  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry  now  in  service  in  your 
department. 

I  only  wish  the  services  of  that  battalion  for  the  summer,  | 
and  it  will  be  returned  to  you,  if  you  wish,  at  the  termination 
of  Sully's  summer  campaign,  or  sooner  if  possible.    As  the 
results  of  this  expedition  are  directly  connected  with  the  se- 
curity of  the  northern  frontier  of  Nebraska,  and  with  the  safe' 
of  the  overland  route  via  Kearny  and  Laramie,  the  troops  I 
ask  will  serve,  no  doubt,  as  useful  a  purpose  with  him  as  at 
their  present  stations  .  Will  you  please  inform  me,  at  your 
earliest  convenience,  whether  you  can  let  me  have  them?  If 
you  can  comply  with  my  request,  the  battalion  should  repair  to 
Fort  Randall  or  Sioux  City  by  the  1st  of  :\Iay,  and  report  to 
General  Sully.    It  will  be  a  great  favor  to  me  and  of  benefit 
to  the  public  interests  if  you  can  comply  with  this  request. 
34-Pt.  2-606.  JNO.  POPE,  :\lajor-General.  . 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  ^lareh  14,  1864. 

Major-General  Pope, 
Milwaukee: 

General:  It  is  represented  to  the  AVar  Department  that 
the  main  emigration  from  the  Western  States  to  the  Idaho 
mining  region  this  spring  will  probal^ly  move  from  Fort  Kearny 
by  Fort  Laramie,  thence  North,  crossing  Powder  River  near 
the  mouth  of  Willow  Creek,  striking  the  Yellowstone  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Horn,  and  thence  up  the  Yellowstone  and  its 
tributary  streams,  where  the  gold  is  found  in  large  quantities. 
It  is  also  reported  that  this  emigration  will  require  military 
protection  through  the  Indian  country  from  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Laramie  to  the  Yellowstone. 

It  has  accordingly  been  proposed  that  a  part  of  your 
expeditionary  force  against  the  Indians  move  up  the  Niobrara 
cr  North  Cheyenne  and  establish  militaiy  posts  on  Powder 
Kiver  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Iloriu  the  latter  being  sup- 
plied by  steamers,  which  it  is  said  can  navigate  the  Yellow- 
stone, and  perhaps  above.  In  comnumicating  to  you  this 
information  it  is  not  intended  to  direct  any  change  in  your 
plan  of  campaign,  founded  on  such  information  as  General 
Sully  and  yourself  may  be  able  to  collect  from  all  sources  at 
your  command.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark  that  the  fore- 
going views  are  urged  upon  the  War  Department  by  persons 
who  claim  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  present  conclition  and 
wants  of  Idaho  Territory. 

S4-Pt.  2-607.  U.  W.  IIALLECK,  General- 

in-Chief. 


Milwaukee,  March  14,  1864—11  a.  m. 

(Received  at  3:35  p.  m.) 

Maj.-Gen.  IL  W.  Ilalleck: 

Will  you  please  reply  to  my  letter  of  :\Iarch  1,  asking  that 
authority  be   given   General  Sully    to    enlist    or   employ  200 
frontiersmen  as  scouts  for  the  Indian  expedition? 
34-Pt.  2-608.  JXO.  POPE,  ^lajor-General. 
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Notice  to  emigrants  by  way  of  the  Missouri  River  and  the 

upper  pbins  to  the  Idaho  mines  , 

(Circular)  \ 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

Milwaukee,  AYis.,  March  U,  1S64. 
The  indications  of  a  heavy  emigration  to  the  mines  of 
Idaho  during  the  coming  season,  across  the  plains  and  by  the 
Missouri  River,  seem  to  render  it  proper  for  the  general  com- 
manding this  department  to  publish  some  information  and  sug- 
gestions whicli  emigrants  will  find  it  judicious  to  consider  care- 
fully. All  information  and  every  indication  from  the  plains  of 
the  Upper  :\Iissouri  point  to  a  combination  of  the  powerful 
band  of  the  Yanktoiiai^  Sioux  (who  were  driven  to  the  Upper 
Missouri  by  the  expeditions  of  last  year)  with  the  Uncpapa 
and  other  strong  bands  of  the  Teton  Sioux,  south  of  the  :^^is- 
souri,  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  that  river,  and  to  resist 
the  passage  of  emigrants  across  the  upper  plain?. 

It  seems  likely  now  that  a  concentration  of  these  Indian 
tribes  will  be  made  early  in  the  spring  at  some  point  on  the  j 
Missouri  above  the  mouth  of  Grand  Kiver.    A  large  force  of  | 
cavalry,  under  General  Sully,  will  march  against  them  as  soon  | 
as  the  grass  on  the  prairies  i^^  sufficient  to  subsist  the  animals,  j 
and  will  give  battle  to  the  Indians,  or  otherwise  secure  peace  • 
with  them.    Until  this  expedition  moves,  it  will  be  unsafe  for  | 
any  steamers  to  pass  up  the  ^Missouri  River  above  Fort  Pierre.  ■ 
The  force  under  General  Sully  wall  be  strong  enough  to  beat  ' 
the  Indians,  if  found  concentrated  on  the  river.    If  the  Indians 
fail  to  make  this  concentration,  heavy  forces  of  cavalry  will 
scour  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  after  driving  ; 
the  Indians  into  the  interior,  will  pursue  them  during  the  sum-  ^ 
mer  and  either  force  a  battle  or  a  peace.  ! 

It  is  recommended,  th-n-efore,  to  emigrants  by  water,  that 
they  communicate  with  General  Sully  on  the  Upper  :Nrissouri 
river  and  do  not  attempt  to  pass  in  advance  of  his  forces  until 
notified  by  hnn  that  it  will  be  safe.  As  many  as  possible  of 
the  boats  carrying  emigrants  should  go  together,  under  some 
sort  of  an  organization,  and  it  will  be  found  judicious  to  pro- 
tect the  vulnerable  parts  of  the  boats  by  planking  them  so  as 
to  be  bullet-proof.    It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  the 
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navigation  of  the  upper  part  of  the  ^lissouri  is  difficult,  and 
'that  the  river  in  many  places  is  very  narrow  and  torturous. 
Indians  in  ambush  and  under  cover  of  the  banks  would  have 
every  advantage  over  even  an  equal  number  of  whites  on  steam 
boats\  By  keeping  in  the  rear  of  General  Sully  and  only  con- 
tinuing their  voyage  up  the  river  after  he  has  notified  them 
that  the  danger  is  past,  the  emigrants  will  no  doubt  be  able  to 
prosecute  their  journey  in  safety. 

Such  of  the  emigrants  as  are  going  with  trains  overland 
from  any  point  on  the  Missouri  R-iver  above  Fort  Randall  are 
recommended  to  select  a  point  of  rendezvous  on  the  river  at 
which  to  assemble  as  large  a  force  as  possible,  and  there  make 
some  organization  which  will  place  the  whole  body  under  the 
direction  of  those  members  of  the  party  most  experienced  in 
Indian  warfare  and  travel  on  the  plains.  Not  less  than  300 
men  in  a  body  should  attempt  to  cross  the  plains  at  present 
from  any  point  on  the  ]^Iissouri  River  above  Fort  Pierre.  It  is 
hoped  t.hat  by  the  middle  of  the  summer  the  expedition  against 
the  Indians  will  have  rendered  the  travel  across  any  portion 
of  the  upper  plains  as  safe  as  travel  usually  is  in  the  Indian 
country  where,  under  any  circumstances,  men  should  journey 
in  considerable  parties  and  with  every  precaution.  The  danger 
from  Indians  is  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  south  side  of  the 
JMissouri-  and  to  the  immediate  baidvs  of  the  river. 

A  large  cavalry  force  will  set  out  from  ]\Iinnesota  as 
early  as  possible  in  the  spring,  for  the  ]\lissouri  River,  near  the 
mouth  of  Long  Lake,  and  emigrants  from  that  State  can  avail 
themselves  of  the  protection  of  the  fort,  if  they  think  it  neces- 
sary. 

These  suggestions  and  this  advice  are  communicated  thus 
publicly  that  they  may  reach  as  many  as  possible  of  those  who 
propose  to  emigrate  to  the  gold  regions  this  sunnner.  It  is 
essential  to  their  secui-ity  that  tiiey  consider  and  act  upon  this- 
advice  carefully.  It  is  proper  to  repeat  with  emphasis  that 
tlie  country  along  the  banks  of  the  ^Missouri,  above  Fort  Pitrre. 
will  most  likely  be  unsafe  until  General  Sully  passes  uy). 

2-b08.  JOIIX  POPE.  :^raj.-G('n.,  T.  S.  Army. 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  March  15,  1864. 

Major-General  Pope, 
jNIilwaukee: 

Orders  were  issued  some  days  ago  to  provost-marshal  m 
regard  to  the  enlistment  of  scouts  by  General  SuUy.  Does 
Brackett's  Minnesota  Battalion,  formed  out  of  the  Fifth  Iowa 
Cavalry,  constitute  any  part  of  your  intended  Indian  expedi- 
tion? 'it  appears  froni  papers  in  the  War  Department  that  it 
was  intended  to  be  sent  South.  Please  answer. 
34-Pt.  2-622.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  :Major-GeneraL 


'     Chief  of  Staff. 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

^^lihvaukee,  Wis.,  March  15,  1864.  j 
The  foUowino'  instructions  for  operations  in  the  Indian  | 
country  during  the  season  of  1864  are  furnished  for  the  infor-  j 
mation  and  guidance  of  Generals  Sully  and  Sibley:    It  is  pro- 
posed to  establish  the  following  posts:    First.    A  post  of  four 
companies  of  infantry  and  five  companies  of  cavalry  on  tlie  i 
south  side  of  Devil's  Lake  and  as  near  as  convenient  to  the 
western  extremity  of  the  lake.    Second.    A  post  of  four  com- 
panies of  infantry  and  five   companies  of  cavalry  on  James  , 
River,  at  a  point   as  nearly  as  procticable  due  west  of^  the  ! 
head  '  (or   northern   extremity)    of   the    Coteau   des   Prairies.  ■ 
Third.    A  post  of  four  companies  of  infantry  and  four  com-  j 
panics  of  cavalry  on  the  Missouri  River,  at  or  near  the  mouth  | 
of  Long  Lake.    Fourth.     A  post   (garrison  to  be  determined 
hereafter)  on  the  Yellowstone  River,  near  the  trading  post  of 
Alexander,  not  more  than  50  mile?'  below  the  post. 

The  last  three  of  these  posts  are  so  placed  as  to  be  nearly 
on  the'  proposed  emigrant  route  to  Idaho  from  the  Upper  .Mis- 
sissippi and  Missouri  Rivers,  and  well-marked  trails  i)etween 
them  should  ])e  opened  as  soon  as  possible.  In  connection  with 
the  establishment  of  these  posts  a  campaign  against  the  Yank- 
tonais  Sioux  north,  and  the  Teton  Sioux  south,  of  the  Mis- 
souri River  l)y  tlie  combined  cavalry  forces  of  the  department. 
As  every  indication  and  all  information  point  to  a  aombination 
of  the  \^aiikt()nais  Sioux  with  the  powerful  bands  of  the 
llncpapa  and  other  Teton  Sioux,  and  a  coiictntration  of  these 
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bands  on  the  Upper  ^lis^ouri  above  Grand  River,  the  following 
plan  of  operations  will  be  pursued :  General  Sully,  after  pro- 
viding for  the  security  of  the  Iowa  frontier  and  the  frontier 
settlements  of  Dakota,  will  concentrate  all  his  disposable  force 
(say  1,300  cavalry,  with  the  necessary  light-  batteries)  at 
Fort  Pierre,  and  thence  move  up  the  ^Missouri  River  to  the 
mouth  of  Bordache  Creek.  Four  companies  of  infantry  will 
follow  his  movement  up  the  river  on  steamboats,  which  will 
carry  supplies  for  his  command  and  for  purposes  hereafter 
to  be  specified. 

General  Sibley,  after  providing  for  the  security  of  the 
^Minnesota  frontier,  will  dispatch  all  his  disposable  mounted 
force  (not  less  than  1,600,  with  the  necessary  light  batteries) 
to  the  Missouri  at  the  mouth  of  Bordache  Creek.  He  will  place 
some  trusty  and  experienced  officer  in  coumiand  of  this  force, 
who  will  proceed  to  his  destination  by  such  route  as  General 
Sibley  may  designate.  Upon  reaching  the  vicinity  of  the  Mis- 
souri River,  he  will  report  for  duty  to  General  Sully.  As  soon 
as  possible  after  the  departure  of  this  force  from  ^Minnesota, 
General  Sibley  will  send  forward  four  companies  of  infantry, 
with  a  train  of  supplies  sufficient  to  subsist  them  until  tlie  1st 
of  November,  to  the  point  on  James  River  selected  as  the  site 
of  the  post  heretofore  specified,  with  the  necessary  orders  to 
establish  the  post  and  make  arrangements  for  the  winter. 
General  Sibley  will  also  assemble  at  Fort  Abercrombie.  as  early 
possible  in  the  spring,  the  four  companies  of  infantry  which 
are  to  constitute  the  infantry  garrison  at  the  post  at  Devil's 
Lake.  These  companies.  Avith  a  train  of  supplies  sufficient  for 
them  until  November  1.  will  mo\e  out  as  soon  as  practicable  to 
some  convenient  point  on  the  Upper  Cheyenne,  and  there  en- 
camp until  notified  by  proper  authiu'ity,  when  they  will  move 
forward  to  Devil's  Lake,  and  in  like  manner  establish  the  post 
hitherto  designated.  General  Sibley  is  charged  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  these  posts  and  with  the  permanent  supply  of  the 
post  on  James  River.  The  post  at  Devil's  Lake  will  be  supplied 
for  the  winter  as  hereinafter  specified. 

General  Sully,  as  soon  as  he  has  been  joiued  at  Bordache 
Creek,  by  the  force  from  ^Minnesota,  Avill  march  up  the  rirer 
and  endeavor  to  bring  the  hostile  Sioux  to  an  eniragement.  If 
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they  are  fouud  concentrated  at  any  point  on  the  river,  it  is 
hoped  that  his  campaign  will  sooi\  be  success-fiilly  ended.  In 
case  the  Indians  have  failed  to  make  this  concentration,  and 
are  not  fonnd  on  the  river,  he  will  make  such  division  of  his 
command  as  may  be  judicious  and  pursue  the  scattered  bands, 
if  being  the  purpose  to  prosecute  an  active  campaign  both 
north  and  south  of  the  ^lissouri  River  during  the  entire  sea- 
son. Circumstances,  which  cannot  now  be  foreseen,  must  guide 
General  Sully  in  the  division  of  his  forces  and  in  the  direction 
and  extent  of  his  operations.  It  is  to  be  distinctly  understood, 
however,  tliat  no  treaties  are  to  be  made  with  any  Indians  now 
hostile  whieli  provide  for  any  present  of  money  or  goods,  or 
any  annuities  of  any  kind  whatever.  Tlie  Indians  will  simply 
be  given  to  understand  that  they  are  directly  responsible  to  and 
under  the  supervision  of  the  military  authorities,  and  so  long 
as  they  are  peaceable  and  do  not  molest  the  white  emigrants  or 
otlier  white  men  they  will  be  kindly  treated  and  not  interfered 
with,  but  if  they  commit  any  depredatio^is  or  molest  the  whites 
in  any  way  they  Avill  be  immediately  attaelced  by  the  troops. 

This  is  the  only  arrangement  in  the  way  of  a  treaty  that 
should  be  made  with  Indians.  In  addition,  the  Yanktouais, 
Santee,  and  Sisseton  Sioux,  as  well  as  any  other  smaller  bands 
of  Sioux  Indians  who  have  hitherto  'infested  the  frontiers  of 
Iowa  and  ^Minnesota,  are  to  be  notified  clearly  and  decidedly 
that  under  no  circumstances  will  they  be  permitted,  even  in 
the  smallest  parties,  to  go  farther  eastward  than  Devil's  Lake 
and  the  line  of  James  Kiver,  nor  farther  south  than  the  trail 
from  the  post  on  James  River  to  the  post  near  the  mouth  of 
Long  Lake.  As  soon  as  General  Sully  has  opened  the  ]Missouri 
River  he  will  send  up  four  companies  of  infantry  on  boat.s  to 
establish  the  post  on  the  river  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Long 
Lake.  This  post  will  be  the  depot  for  supplying  the  post  at 
Devil's  Lake  and  must  be  supplied  .with  stores  accordingly. 
To  the  ofticer  who  is  charged  Avith  the  command  of  the  force 
which  operates  on  the  north  side  of  the  ^Missouri  Rivei-,  (jeneral 
Sully  will  give  partieuLar  instructions?  to  have  a  good  wagon 
trail  opened  between  the  mouth  of  Long  Lake  and  the  post  at 
Devil's  Lake,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  ascertained  that  there  is  no 
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force  of  Indians  near  Devil's  Lake  the  fact  will  be  reported  to 
General  Sully. 

This  officer   (the  commander  of  the  force  north  of  the 
jMissouri)  will  also  notifiy  the  connnanding  officer  of  the  four 
companies  of  infantry  encamped  on  the  Upper  Cheyenne,  by 
runners  or  otherwise,  and  by  duplicate   or  triplicate  letters 
sent  on  different  days,  to  move  forward  to  Devil's  Lake  and 
establish  the  post.    In  order  to  assure  the  receipt  of  this  notifi- 
cation, he  will  also  report  the  facts  to  General  Sibley,  who  will 
thereupon  also   notify  the   infantry   companies.     As   soon  as 
jnilitary  operations  are  over  for  the  season,  the  commandino: 
officer  'of  the  troops  opercitma'  nortli  of  the  ^^lissouri  Eiver, 
will  detail  the  five  cavalry  companies  to  form  the  cavalry  gan-i- 
son  of  the  post  at  Devil's  Lake,  and,  will  himself,  with  the  fiv(^ 
cavalry  or  mounted  companies  to  constitute  the  mounted  por- 
tion of  the  garrison  of  the  post  on  James  River,  proceed  to 
that  post  and  assume  command  thereof.    General  Sibley  will 
designate  the  permanent  commander  of  the  post   at  Devil's- 
Lake.    Brigadier  General  Sibley  will  extend  the  jurisdiction 
of  these  officers  over  such  districts  of  country  as  he  may  deem 
judicious  or  convenient. 

Before  the  commander  of  the  force  operating  north  of  the 
Missouri  proceeds  to  join  his  post  on  James  River  he  will 
give  special  instructions  to  the  conmianding  officer  of  the  five 
cavalry  companies  destined  for  Devil's  Lake,  so  that  the  proper 
measures  can  be  taken  to  bring  forward  the  winter  supply  for 
the  garrison  of  that  post  from  the  post  on  the  Missouri  near 
the  mouth  of  Long  Lake.  The  public  animals  will  be  sent,  be- 
fore the  winter  sets  in,  from  Devil's  Lake"  to  the  post  on  the 
Missouri  to  be  wintered.  The  public  animals  belonging  to  the 
post  on  James  River  will  in  like  manner  be  wintered  at  such 
points  in  :\Iinnesota  as  General  Sibley  may  designate.  The 
steamers  will  carry  supplies  for  all  the  troops  operating  under- 
General  Sully,  both  from  his  own  district  and  from  Minnesota, 
and  General  Sully  is  charged  with  the  duty  Ol  seeing  that  sup- 
plies for  these  troops,  as  well  as  the  garrisons  of  the  post  at 
■  mouth  of  Long  Lake  and  Devil's  Lake,  be  delivered  at  ttie 
former  post.  lie  will  also  give  the  necessary  instructions  to 
the  commander  of  the  post  at  the  mouth  of  LoiiiX  Lake  to  use 
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all  his  exertions  to  forward  the  supply  of  the  post  at  Devil's 
Lake. 

It  is  very  desirable  to  establish  the  post  designated  on  the 
Yellowstone  if  possible,  this  season,  but  of  the  practicability 
of  this  General  Sully  must  judge  at  the  proper  time.  It  is 
essential  to  the  rapid  movement  of  cavalry  that  wagon  trains 
do  not  accompany  it.  and  it  is  accordingly  recommended  that 
pack-saddles  be  taken  to  the  point  on  the  Missouri  at  which 
the  troops  will  concentrate,  so  that  in  marching  from  there 
pack  trains  may  be  exclusively  used.  The  details  for  supplying 
the  posts  at  the  mouth  of  Long  Lake,  at  Devil's  Lake,  and  on 
the  Yellowstone,  as  well  as  th^  troops  engaged  in  , military 
(perations,  are  placed  in  charge  of  General  Sully,  who  will  give 
exery  necessary  instruction  on  the  subject.  Before  he  returns 
to  Sioux  City  after  the  close  of  the  military  operations.  Gen- 
eral Sully  will  visit  the  post  at  the  mouth  of  Long  Lake  and 
satisf}^  himself  that  the  garrison  at  Devil's  Lake  has  been 
properly  supplied  for  the  winter,  and  that  all  needful  prepara- 
tions have  been  made  for  the  comfort  of  the  troops  at  mouth 
of  Long  Lake  and  for  the  care  of  the  public  animals  to  be  sent 
ihere  frojn  Devil's  Lake. 

A  sufficient  number  of  horses  and  nmles  will  be  kept  at 
Devil's  Lake  and  at  the  post  on  James  River  for  express  and 
other  purposes.  AVell-marked  trails  should  be  opened  as  soon 
as  practical)le  between  all  these  posts,  and  the  communication 
between  these  posts  at  Devil's  Lake,  on  James  River,  and  at 
mouth  of  Long  Lake  should  be  as  frequent  as  possible.  All 
the  public  wagons  not  absolutely  needed  in  the  District  of 
Minnesota  will  be  sent  to  the  ^Missouri  River  with  the  cavalry 
force  from  ^Minnesota,  as  they  will  be  needed  for  the  supply 
of  the  post  at  Devil's  Lake.  It  is  suggested  to  General  Sibley 
that  it  will  be  cheaper  and  better  to  supply  the  post  on  James 
River  by  contract  in  the  manner  explained  to  him  verbally 
by  the  ^la jor-General  conniianding.  Such  further  orders  as 
may  suggest  themselves  will  be  furnished,  but  it  is  believed 
that  with  these  instructions  and  fnll  conversations  on  the  sub- 
ject, both  with  General  Sully  and  General  Sibley,  which  were 
had  when  they  were  called  to  these  headepiarters,  there  will  be 
sufficient  detail  for  their  joint  operations.     It  cannot  l)e  too 
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Strongly  impressed  upon  them  that  it  is  eminently  desirable, 
aiid  indeed  necessary,  in  vieAV  of  the  complete  execution  of  the 
operations  and  dispositions  herein  set  forth  and  the  large  emi- 
gration which  will  set  out  this  season  for  Idaho,  that  the  troops 
move  into  the  Indian  country  at  the  earliest  practicable  mo- 
ment. 

3-1-Pt.  2-622.  J^O.  FOFE,  :\rajor-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  'r^Iinn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  .Alinn.,  :March  15,  1864.  ■ 

:Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee, 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  com- 
munication received  this  morning  from  the  Governor  of  Prince 
Eupert^s  Land,  dated  Fort  Garry,  25th  ultimo  *  in  which  he 
also  incloses  copy  of  his  reply  to  cei-tain  chiefs  of  the  Sioux 
bands,  who  sought  counsel  from  him  as  to  their  future  course 
with  regard  to  the  conditions  upon  which  peace  was  offered 
them  on  the  part  of  our  Government.  The  information  com- 
municated is  in  corroboi-ation  of  the  reportsr  from  the  :\lissouri, 
that  the  several  bands  of  Dakotas  are  concentrating  for  warlike 
purposes,  althougii  the  number  of  lodges  mentioned  is  obviously 
a  gross  exaggeration. 

The  refugees  from  the  lower  bands  who  have  spent  the 
winter  on  British  soil,  and  Avere  prevented  from  perishing  by 
forced  contributions  from  the  settlers,  are"  about  rejoining  the 
prairie  bands,  and  will  of  course  be  a  new  and  powerful  element 
of  mischief  among  them.  The  l)uff*alo  are  descending  the  James 
and  Cheyenne  Rivers,  and  will  of  course  be  followed  by  the 
half-starved  Indians.  I  have  intelligence  from  my  scouts  near 
the  head  of  the  Prairie  Coteau,  that  such  is  the  fact,  and  it 
makes  me  doubly  anxious  to  tlirow  into  that  quarter  as  large  a 
force  as  I  can  spare.  It  is  reported  also  that  a  few  young  men 
are  on  the  war-path  toward  the  settlements,  but  the  particular 
direction  is»  not  given.  I  have  given  directions  that  all  the 
intervals  between  the  outer  line  of  stations  shall  be  passed  over 
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daily  by  detachments,  with  a  view  to  detect  and  punish  any 
small  parties  who  may  be  fonnd  in  the  vicinity  of  the  settle- 
ments. 

Taking-  everything-  into  consideration,  there  will  be  a 
necessity  for  active  operations  along  the  whole  line  in  order 
to  carry  out  your  instructions,  and  adequately  to  protect  the 
border  against  hostile  visitations.  Thus  far  there  are  few  indi- 
cations that  the  First  Kegiment  :\linnesota  Volunteers  will  be 
reorganized  or  recruited  to  the  mininuuti,  so  that  it  is  not  at  all 
probable  I  shall  make  any  application  to  you  for  the  removal 
of  the  Sixth  Kegiment  from  this  district,  that  being  entirely 
contingent  upon  it  being  replaced  with  the  First  Regiment  Avith 
full  ranks.  It  is  very  evident  that  not  a  man  can  safely  be 
spared  frcm  the  force  in  this  district. 

34-Pt.  2-625  H.  IT.  SIBJ.EY,  Brigadier-General 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul.  :\linn.,  :\rarch  15,  1S64. 

^laj.  J.  R.  Brown, 
Fort  Abercrombie: 

Sir:  Your  two  dispatches  of  the  8th  instant  have  been 
received,  and  General  Sibley  directs  me  to  reply  to  them.  It 
v.-as  decided  imprudent  to  risk  the  removal  of  the  camp  of  In- 
dians from  Pembina  to  xVl)ererombie  with  so  insufficient  a 
guard,  and  the  result  may  be  looked  upon  as  fortunate.  Orders 
with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  these  Indians  will  go  up  in  a 
day  or  two.  ^Meantime  tht  men  should  be  carefully  watched  so 
as  to  prevent  any  chance  of  escape. 

The  news  ])rouglit  from  Grabril  Ilenville's  camp  woul^I 
seem  to  indicate  the  descent  of  the  buffalo  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  James  and  Cheyenne  Rivers,  ^Measures  will  be  taken,  so 
soon  as  the  season  will  permit,  to  dispatch  a  force  in  that 
direction,  as  a  post  will  be  established  with  a  strong  garrison 
at  the  head  of  the  Coteau,  or  on  the  nearest  point  on  James 
River,  if  sufficient  timber  is  to  be  found,  of  which  you  are 
probably  informed.  You  wmII  remain  at  Fort  Abercrombie 
until  further  orders,  occupying  yourself  in. procuring  and  trans- 
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mitting  all  reliable  information  as  to  the  movements  of  the  In- 
dians which  you  can  obtain. 

34-Pt.  2-626.  R.  C.  OLIX,  Assistant  Adju- 

tant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  I\Iinn.,  ]^[arch  15,  1864. 

Col.  AVilliam  Crooks, 

Commanding  Second  Sub-Pistrict,  Saint  Peter: 

Colonel:  From  information  received  through  the  medium 
of  the  scouts  employed  and  stationed  near  the  head  -of  the 
Cotean  des-  Prairies,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  a  few 
young  men  belonging  to  the  camps  of  the  hostile  Sioux  are  now 
on  the  war-path  towards  the  settlements  of  Minnesota  or  Iowa, 
and  may  strike  unexpectedly.  You  will,  in  view  of  such  a  con- 
tingency, at  once  dispatch  scouts  to  the  several  stations, 
both  north  and  south  of  the  ;Minnesota  River,  with  instructions 
to  be  on  their  guard  and  to  patrol  the  intervals  between  the 
posts  and  outside  of  the  line  of  settlements  constantly,  so  as 
to  detect  the  approach  of  any  hostile  party.  These  orders 
should  be  given  so  as  not  to  create  any  unnecessary  alarm 
among  the  settlers.  You  will  also  direct  -the  two  cavalry  com- 
panies stationed  at  Fort  Ridgely  to  examine  the  countiy  on 
each  side  of  the  ^Minnesota  River  frequently,  and  to  follow 
np  any  traces  of  an  enemy  with  vigilance  and  determination. 
No  hostile  party  venturing  near  the  settlements  must  be  allowed 
to  escape  destruction. 

34-Pt.  2-626.  R.  C.  OLIN,  Assistant  Adju- 

tant-General. 


Milwaukee,,  IMarch  16,  1864. 

(Received  2  p.  m.)  , 

Major-General  Halleck : 

Either  Brackett's  battalion  or  one  battalion  of  Seventh 
Iowa  or  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry  will  be  needed  for  the  sum- 
mer oidy.  Have  written  to  Ocnei'al  Curtis  to  know  whether 
he  can  spare  one  of  these  battalions  for  the  summer;  will  return 
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it  to  him  in  the  autumn.  Will  telegraph  as  soon  as  I  hear 
from  him^ 

'S-i-Pt.  2-634.  JNO.  POPE,  ]Major-General. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn.,'  March  16,  1864.  • 

Col.  M.  T.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Sub-District,  Saint  Peter: 

Colonel:  In  view  of  the  mild  weather,  and  of  the  fact 
that  reliable  information,  received  at  these  headquarters  repre- 
sents the  bulfalo  as  coming  down  the  valleys  of  the  James 
and  Cheyenne  Kivers,  and  that  they  are  followed  by  the  In- 
dians, you  are  requested  to  enjoin  upon  the  commandants  of 
posts,  stations  and  detachments  in  your  subdistrict  the  exer- 
cise of  the  utmost  vigilance  and  activity  .in  guarding  thp  ap- 
proaches to  the  frontier  against  any  small  party  of  hostile  In- 
dians who  may  be  drawn  tliither  by  the  hope  of  plunder.  Any 
such  attempt  should  be  followed  by  the  speedy  destruction  of 
the  savages.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  first  raids 
attempted  should  be  signal  faihu-es.  in  which  case  they  will 
not  readily  be  followed  by  others-.  General  Sibley  has  the 
utmost  confidence  in  your  management  of  such  matters,  and  only 
instructs  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  caution 
of  the  late  information  which  has  reached  him  of  the  increased 
proximity  of  the  Indians. 

34-Pt.  2-634.  R.  C.  OLIX,  Assistant  Adju- 

tant-General. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  ]\larch  17,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  J.  Pope: 

Not  a  spare  man.  Need  all  against  rebels  South.  Will 
write  fully. 

34-Pt.  2-640.  S.  R.  CURTIS,  IMajor-GeneraL 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ]\Imn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

V  Saiut  Paul,  Minn.,  .Maix-h  17,  18G4.  . 

A.  G.  Dallas, 

Govenior-iu-Chief  of  Kupert's  Land,  Fort  Garry: 

Sir:  I  have  "the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
coinmiuiication  of  the  25th  ultimo  inclosing  copy  of  your  reply 
to  certain  chiefs  of  the  Dakotas,  who  desire  your  advice  upon 
the  course  they  should  pursue  in  view  of  the  position  held  by 
them  toAvard  the  U.  S.  Government,  and  the  conditions  upon 
which  a  restoration  of  the  former  peaceful  relations  would  be 
vouchsafed  them.  These  conditions  were  prompted  by  a  sin- 
cere desire  on  the  part  of  Major-General  Pope  and  myself  to 
avert  from  the  bands  who  were  not  participators  in  the  terrible 
massacres  of  18b2  the  certain  doom  which  awaits  them  in  case 
01  a  continuance  of  hostilities.  At  their  own  solicitation  I 
appointed  agents  to  confer  with  them  and  coinmunicate  to 
them  the  only  terms  upon  which  they  would  be  permitted  to 
atone  for  their  unfriendly  acts  in  receiving,  aiding  and  abetting 
tiie  refugee  murderers  of  the  lower  bands. 

]\ronths  have  passed  since  my  message  was  delivered  to 
them,  and  as  the  season  for  active  operations  ni  the  field  is 
approaching,  the  probability  is  that  they  v\'iil  have  too  long 
delayed  a  response  to  these  conciliatory  overtures,  and  that 
they  will  have  to  sufl'er  the  consequences.  There  is  good  reason 
for  the  belief  that  some  of  the  half-breeds  resident  on  both 
sides  of.  the  line  are  interested  in  the  continuation  of  the  war, 
-  and  have  spread  reports  among  the  Sioux  bands  which  have 
engendered  distrust  and  suspicion  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  proffers  made  the  savages.  In  any  event,  I  am 
thankful  to  you,  sir,  for  the  good  counsel  you  have  given  these 
poor  creatures,  and  if  they  rush  upon  their  own  destruction 
you  will  feel  a  consciousness  of  having  done  all  in  your  power 
to  save  them. 

I  need  hardly  state  that  the  U.  S.  Government  will  prose- 
cute hostilities  with  the  refractory  bands  until  they  are  either 
entirely  subjugated  or  until  they  submit  at  discretion,  cease  to 
\  annoy  emigrants  passing  througli  their  country,  and  keep  the 
peace  generally.  I  am  obliged,  for  the  information  received 
from  the  messenger  and  contained  in  your  letter  relative  to  the 
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number  of  lodges  concentrating  on  the  :\Iissouri  (which,  how- 
ever, as  you  intimate,  is  grossly  exaggerated),  and  of  the  in- 
tended removal  of  the  Indians  southward  who  have  wintered 
on  the  xVssiniboine  Kiver.  I  have  dispatched  a  copy  of  your 
communication,  with  inclosure,  to  :\Jajor-General  Pope. 

34-Pt.  2-640.  H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier- 

General,  Commanding. 


:\lilwaukee,  AVis.,  ISIarch  18,  1864. 

(Received  4:35  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Ilalleck : 

Following  dis'patcli  just  received  rdative  to  battalion  of 
cavalry  from  Kansas  cuncerning  which  I  telegraphed  you 
lately : 

Not  a  spare  man;  need  all  against  rebels  South;  will  write 
fully. 

S.  K.  CURTIS,  Major-General. 

Brackett's  battalion  will  now  be  needed  in  this  department. 
34-Pt.  2-650.  JXO.  POPE,  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  :March  18,  1864.  - 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope: 

Dear  General:  Yoiu's  of  the  14th  instant,  asking  for  a 
battalion  of  cavalry  to  acconipany  (ieiieral  Sully  in  an  expedi- 
tion against  the  Sioux,  is  received.  Tiie  Second  Nebraska  has 
been  mustered  out,  and  thi^  fragiiu^nt  of  the  Seventh  is  distrib- 
uted along  the  overland  stage  line.  If  there  is  a  man  more 
than  needed  there  by  General  :\Iitchell.  he  has  orders  to  report 
them  for  duty  in  the  south  portion  of  my  department,  where 
I  have  nothing  like  adequate  force  to  resist  rebel  raids  against 
the  loyal  Indians  and  Kansas.  I  therefore  telegraphed  you  that 
I  could  not  spare  a  man.  I  am  soriy,  general,  but  I  can't  do 
better. 

An  immense  emigration  is  concentrating  in  the  Platte 
Valley  en  route  for  the  Bannock  mines,  and  they  are  liable 
to  create  trouble  with  the  tribes  northwest  of  Lai-amie,  whose 
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territory  they  will  undoubtedly  invade.  If  I  liad  not  reason 
to  apprehend  this  my  great  need  of  troops  to  protect  the  south- 
ern border  would  induce  me  immediately  to  order  down  some 
that  are  at  and  above  Fort  Kearny.  Everything  is  quiet  in 
northwest  Iowa  and  northeast  Xebraslai,  much  more  so,  indeed, 
than  at  anv  time  I  have  lived  in  the  northwest.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, you  will  not  urge  troops  in  that  direction  just  now,  when 
every  indication  below  shows  the  necessity  of  a  desperate 
elfort  against  the  rebels  in  force,  and  when  bleeding  Kansas 
really  needs  troops  in  self-defense.  I  never  allow  my  troops 
to  fiao-  but  1  often  see  occasion  to  despond.  I  trust  m  Provi- 
dence'and  Grant.  The  events  of  this  year  must  determine  the 
late  of  our  country.  The  issue  is  made  up  and  the  die  will 
soon  be  cast. 

34-Pt.  2-652.  •  S.  K.  CURTIS,  Major-General. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ^linn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :Minn.,  :\Iarch  19,  1S64. 

Xiaj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee: 

General:  I  had  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  on  the  15th 
instant  copy  of  a  dispatch"  and  inclosure  addressed  to  me  by 
Governor  Dallas,  of  Pupert's  Land,  having  reference  to  the 
relations  existing  between  our  Government  and  the  Dakota 
bands,  and  I  beg  leave  now  to  inclose  herewith  my  reply. 

Father  Andre  writes  me  under  date  of  the  26th  ultimo, 
stating  that  he  has  had  communication  recently  with  Yank- 
tonais'and  Sisseton  chiefs,  who  express  a  desire  for  peace  but 
request  time  for  further  consultation  among  themselves,  and 
meantime  wish  no  steamers  to  ascend  the  ^lissouri  le^^t  some 
of  their  foolish  young  men  should  attack  them.  So  soon  as 
I  can  have  time  \o  make  a  translation  of  his  dispatch  and  of 
the  missives  from  some  of  the  chiefs,  which  he  incloses,  I  will 
forward  it  to  your  depn:".ment  headquarters  for  your  infor- 
mation. 
34-Pt.  2-664 

General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn.,  March  19,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Sully, 
Saint  Louis,  ^lo. : 

Dear  General:  I  received  your  favor 'of  the  13th  instant 
last  evening-,  J  will,  in  accordance  with  your  suggestions,  press 
niatters  foi-^vard  as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  I  very  much  doubt 
whether  it  will  be  practicable  for  the  force  from  this  district 
to  leave  the  depot  on  the  Upper  :\[innesota  River  before  the 
time  heretofore  fixed  by  us.  to-wit.  the  1st  June,  for  last 
season  I  left  Camp  Pope  on  IGtli  June  with  the  expedition 
under  my  lead,  and  we  could  l)arcly  sul)sist  the  animals  on  the 
grass  to  be  found  at  tliat  late  period.  But  if  the  horses,  equip- 
ments and  accouterments  for  which  requisitions  have  been 
made,  and  which  are  indispensable,  .shall  arrive  here-  in  time, 
I  will  endeavor  to  anticipate  the  time  fixed  upon  by  a  few  days, 
and  should  that  be  practicable  I  will  advise  you  at  Sioux  City, 
v.-here  I  suppose  you  should  hereafter  be  addressed.  I  cannot 
change  my  opinion  relative  to  the  expediency  of  a  post  at 
Devil's  Lake,  and  cannot  see  liow  it  can  be  established  this 
year,  but  I  will  of  course  obey  orders  as  far  as-  possible.  I 
have  letters  by  way  of  Red  River  from  several  chiefs  of  the 
Yanktonais  and  Sissetons  on  the  Missouri  expressive  of  a  desire 
for  peace.  Governor  Dallas,  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  has 
strongly  advised  theiu  to  that  course.  I  write  you  a^rain  on 
that  subject.  Kind  regards  to  ^Messrs.  Choteau. 
34-Pt.  2-664.  H.  TL  SIBLEY.  Brigadier- 

n.  --,.,-.-,1^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

:\[ilwaukee.  Wis.,  :\rarch  20,  1864. 

:Maj.-Gen.  H.  W.  Ilalleck: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  and  in  reply  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  my  instructions  to  Generals  Sully  and  Sibley  concern- 
ing operations  in  the  Indian  country  during  the  coming  sea- 
son. From  these  instructions  you  will  perceive  that  General 
Sully  is  directed  to  establish  a  post,  if  possible,  this  season 
on  the  Yellowstone  River,  at  or  near  the  trading  post  of  Fort 
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Alexander,  which  is  between  20  and  30  miles  below  the  mouth 
of  Big  Horn.  Although  the  Yellowstone  is  sometimes  navigable 
above°Fort  Alexander,  yet  that  post  may  be  considered  the 
head  of  practicable  navigation.  In  relation  to  the  post  which 
you  suggest  on  Powder  River,  I  shall  write  General  Sully, 
but  I  think  it  doubtful,  unless  circumstances  are  more  favorable 
than  can  now  be  reasonably  expected,  whether  it  will  be  pos^ 
sible  this  season  to  establish  such  a  post  and  arrange  for  its 
supply  with  the  means  in  this  depOTtment. 

All  information  and  every  indication  from  the  upper  plains 
render  it  almost  certain  that  the  powerful  i)ai]d  of  Yanktonais 
and  other  bands  of  Dakota  Sioux  have  etTected  a  combuiation 
with  the  Uncpapa,  Biackfeet,  Sans  Arcs  and  other  smaller 
bands  of  Teton  Sioux  south  of  the  ^lissouri  River,  and  will, 
in  all  likelihood,  concentrate  on  the  Upper  :\Iissouri,  somewhere 
above  the  mouth  of  Grand  River,  to  obstruct  navigation  and 
prevent  the  passage  of  emigrants  up  the  river  or  across^  the 
plains.  This  inforiiuition  reaches  me  from  several  directions, 
and  is  as  reliable  as  iiiEormation  concerning  Indians  can  pos- 
sibly be.  There  is  little  doubt  that  such  is  uoav  the  intention 
of  these  bands.  Sully,  re-enforced  with  all  the  avaihible  cavalry 
from  Minnesota,  which  will  join  him  at  Bordaehe  Creek,  on  the 
Missouri,  as  early  as  possible  in  the  spring,  will  move  up  the 
Missouri  with  about  2,G00  nuMi  to  attack  these  bands. 

If  they  carry  out  their  purpose,  to  unite  on  the  river 
and  give  battle,  his  campaign  will  soon  be  brought  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination  and  he  can  then  make  all  desirable  arrange- 
ments to  assure  the  safety  of  travel.  If.  however,  the  Indians 
fail  to  unite.  General  Sully  will  divide  his  command  and  pursue 
the  detached  bands  to  the  interior  and  endeavor  cither  to  force 
a  battle  or  make  a  satisfactory  peace.  In  any  event,  a  portimi 
of  his  command  will  traverse  nearly  the  region  you  suggest  in 
the  course  of  the  sunnner,  i.  e.,  from  Fort  Pierre,  by  way  of 
the  Black  Hills  and  the  Yellowstone,  to  the  Upper  :\Iissour*i. 
The  number  of  warriors  Avhich  the  bands  I  have  enumerated 
can  readily  assemble  on  the  I'pper  ^lissouri  does  not  fall  short 
of  5,000,\so  that  until  it  is  ascertained  whether  this  concen- 
tration is  made  I  cannot  divide  Sully's  force,  nor  can  any  por- 
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tion  of  that  force  escort  emigrant  trains  without  being  entirely 
withdrawn  from  Indian  operations. 

As  regards  tlie  emigration  by  way  of  Laramie,  I  would 
suggest  that  it  is  far  more  convenient  to  send  an  escort  with 
them  from  that  post  than  from  any  available  force  in  this 
department. 

I  send  you  inclosed  also  a  printed  notice  which  I  have 
published  to  emigrants.  It  points  out  to  them  all  that  is  neces- 
sary to  assure  a  safe  .journey.  If  they  neglect  the  advice  given 
and  which  every  man  iVi miliar  with  Indians  and  prairie  travel 
will  repeat  to  them,  they  surely  cannot  complain.  I  need  not 
say  that  I  shall  do  all  I  possibly  can  with  the  means  at  my 
command  to  assure  safety  of  travel  over  the  ])lains;  but  in 
order  to  effect  this  the  power  of  the  hostile  Indians  must  first 
be  broken.  A  reference  to  my  instructions  to  Generals  Sully 
and  Sibley  Avill  acquaint  you  with  all  the  details  of  proposed 
operations. 

34-Pt.  2-677.  JXO.  POPE,  :\lajor-Genera]. 


Ildqrs.  Dist.  of  :\Iinn..  Dept.  of  the  XorthAvest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn.,  :\rarch  21,  1864. 

^Faj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
31ilwaukee : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
ordered  ]\lajor  Hatch  to  evacuate  the  post  of  Pembina  as  soon 
as  practicable,  and  with  his  command  to  repair  to  Fort  Aber- 
erombie  and  relieve  tiie  garrison,  composed  of  companies  of  the 
Eighth  Kegiment  .Minnesota  Volunteei's.  preparatory  to  the 
concentration  of  that  regiment  for  other  service.  I  have 
directed  the  movement  to  take  place  so  tliat  :Major  Hatch's 
battalion  can  reach  Abercrondue  on  or  before  20th  April. 

Two  companies  of  the  battalion  will  be  employed  during 
the  summer  in  patroling'tlie  country  along  Red  River,  so  as  to 
gimvd  that  line  of  communication  from  interruption  by  the 
savages.  I  have  telegraphed  to  you  this  morning  that  the 
superintendent  of  recruiting  has  received  instructions  to  order 
Braekett's  ^Minnesota  battalion,  now  at  Fort  Snelling,  to  report 
to  you,  asking  you  to  telegraph  orders  in  regard  to  them. 
34-Pt.  2-687.  H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier- 

General,  Connnanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  :Mareh  21,  186-1. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Averill, 

Superintendent  of  Recruiting,  Present: 

Colonel:  The  following  is  copy  of  telegram  just  received 
from  Major-General  Pope,  in  reply  to  my  dispatch  informing 
him  that  you  had  been  instructed  by  the  War  Department  to 
order  Brackett's  :\Iinnesota  battalion  to  report  to  him,  to-wit: 

'  Milwaukee,  March  21,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Sibley : 

Brackett's  battalion  will  be  wanted  early  for  the  Indian 
campaign;  meantime  dl^pose  of  tiiem  c;s  in  your  judgment  seems 
best. 

JNO.  POPE,  :\rajor-General,  Coinnumding. 

■  In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  you  will  pleas-e  order 
Major  Brackett  to  report  at  these  headquarters,  to  the  Briga- 
dier-General, commanding,  for  duty. 

34-Pt.  2-687.  K.  C.  OLTX.  Assistant  Adju- 

tant- General. 


Saint  Louis,  :\lo;.  :\rarch  21.  1864. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  the  Xorthwe.st : 

Sir:  I  have  understood  that  it  is  intended  to  ship  up  the 
river  this  spring  tlie  annuity  goods  to  the  upper  Sioux  Indians. 
I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  not  sending  their  goodj^ 
higher  up  tlmn  Fort  Pierre,  and  not  distributing  them  till  the 
troops  get  through  with  fighting  tliese  Indians. 
34-Pt.  2-688.  ALF.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 

(Indorsement) 
■   '  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

:\Iilwaukee,  :\Iarch  25,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred,  throuiih  ^Ma jor-General  ITalleck.  fot 
the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

It  seems  but  reasonal)le  that  tlie  Indian  Department  slmuld 
refrain  from  supplyinu'  the  Indians  with  ammunition,  eh^tiiiiiii'. 
provisions;,  etc.,  until  after  the  troops  sliall   have  encuuntered 
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them  and  rendered  it  certain  that  the  Indians  will  keep  the 
peace,  and  not  use  the  supplies  furnished  them  to  murder  white 
emigrants  or  settlers.  Of  course  the  Indians,  however  hostile, 
will  come  in  peaceably  to  get  supplies  they  need  so  nuich, 
but  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  that  it  would  hardly  be  judicious 
to  supply  them  until  it  is  certain  that  the  stores  will  not  be 
used  for  hostile  purposes.  I  invite  the  attention  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  my  letter  to  him  of  February  6th,  in  relation  to 
Indian  policy. 

I  shall  have  small  hopes  of  a  succes-sful  result  to  operations 
against  Indians  this  summer  unless  the  military  are  left  to  deal 
with  the  Indian  exclusively.  T  slmll  not  permit  any  sort  of 
interference  or  interposition  from  Indian  agents  until  this 
campaign  is  over,  unless  I  receive  contrary  orders  from  proper 
authority. 

S4-Pt.  2-688  JNO.  POPE.  :vra.ior-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

.Milwaukee,  Wis.,  ^lavch  22,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  ^linnesota: 

General:  Not  having  l)een  able  to  get  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Kansas  the  battalion  of  cavalry  needed  by  General 
Sully,  I  applied  for  Brackett's  battalion,  which  will  report  to 
you  for  service  with  (Jcnei-al  Sully.  Vou  will  please  send  them 
to  the  ^Missouri  River  with  the  troops  directed  to  be  sent  fi'om 
your  district.  Brackttt's  battalion  is  not  included  in  the  force 
required  to  be  sent  by  my  instructions,  to  you  hitherto  trans- 
mitted, but  I  simply  intended  to  re[)lace  the  battalion  which  1 
was  unable  to  get  from  Kansas  and  Xebi-aska. 

1  need  not,  genei-al,  irgain  iin[)ress  upon  you  tiie  necessity 
cf  starting  your  force  from  the  I'pper  Minnesota  to  join  Gen- 
eral Sully  at  the  very  earliest  possible  moment.  Every  neces- 
sity of  the  situation,  as  stated  to  you  in  your  instructions  and 
in  my  conversations  with  you.  demands  the  utmost  energy  in 
getting  otf  your  force  at  the  very  earliest  [>ossible  moment.  T 
am  sure  you  will  appreciate  this  necessity  as  1  do. 
34-Pt.  2-69'J  JXO.  POPE,  :^la jor-General. 

Comnumding. 


i 

I 


208 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ]\linn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  ISlhm.,  March  23,  1864. 

]\Iaj.-  Gei).  Jolm  Pope, 
^Milwaukee : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inch)se  herewith  copy  of  a 
dispatch*  dated  15th  instant,  from  ^laj.  J.  R.  Brown,  special 
military  agent  at  Port  Abercronibie.  It  indicates  very  stron<!;!y 
iJie  desire  and  intention  of  the  Sissetons  not  to  participate  in 
further  hostilities  against  the  Government,  while  the  informa- 
tion corroborates  that  obtained  from  other  quarters,  that  the 
Yanktonais  have  invited  the  disaffected  of  the  other  bands 
of  Sioux  to  join  them,  and  are  determine  d  to  attack  any  boats 
or  parties  found  within  the  limits  of  their  country.  I  expect 
further  intelligence  very  soon  of  the  general  movements  and 
intentions  of  the  several  bands. 

34-Pt.  2-712  IT.  IT.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul  .Minn.,  :\Iarch  23,  1864. 

Ma j. -Gen.  Jolm  Pope, 
Milwavdvce : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  ]\[aj.  J.  R. 
Brown,  .special  military  agent,  arrived  some  days  ago  at  Fort 
Abercrombie  from  Pendutva,  having  in  charge  90  men.  women 
and  children  of  tlie  Sioux  tribe,  who  surrendered  themselves 
to  ^lajor  Hatch  during  the  winter.  They  were  originally  21 
men,  31  women  and  39  children,  but  one  man  died  suddenly  on 
the  way.  I  have  ordered  all  the  prisoners  to  Fort  Snelling 
under  guard,  and  as  among  the  men  there  are  several  who  were 
deeply  engaged  in  the  outrages  perpetrated  on  this  frontier  in 
1862,  I  propose,  with  your  sanction,  to  try  the  men  by  a  mili- 
tary commission,  and  to  turn  over  the  wonu^n  and  children  to 
the  Indian  Department  for  transportation  to  the  Sioux  reserva- 
tion on  the  ^lissouri.  Among  these  captives  are  two  half 
brothers  and  four  wnves  of  the  defunct  chief.  Little  Crow.  The 
two  Sioux  chiefs  who  were  brought  across  the  line  by  residents' 
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in  the  British  settlements  and  delivered  to  Major  Hatch,  are 
still  at  Pembina  in  close  custody  and  well  secured  against 
escape. 

34-Pt.  2-712.  II.  II.  SIP>LEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

^Milwaukee,  AVis.,  .March  23,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa: 

General:  As  I  was  unable  to  get  from  the  Department  of 
Kansas  the  battalion  of  cavali-y  wliieh  I  proposed  to  send  you, 
I  applied  to  the  AVar  Dcpartmeiit  and  procured  an  order  trans- 
fering  Brackett's  battalion  of  Alinnesota  to  this  department. 
This  battalion  will  be  sent  you  from  Alinnesota  with  a  force 
hitherto  directed  to  be  sent  to  you  from  that  district.  I  inclose 
also  a  letter  from  the  Gcneral-iii-Chief,  aild  my  reply,*  concern- 
ing the  protection  of  emigrants  by  way  of  Laramie  and  the 
establishment  of  military  posts  on  the  Yellowstone  and  Powder 
Eivers.    The  first  post  is  provided  for  in  your  instructions. 

If  the  Yellowstone  be  praeticnl)le  for  boats  to  the  mouth 
oi  Big  liorn  perhaps  it  be  belter  lo  locate  the  post  at  that 
point.  The  post  on  Powder  Kiver  yon  must  .judge  of  when 
you  have  examiiied  the  eoiuitry.  AVliatever  you  can  do  toward 
giving .  protection  to  emigrants  either  from  liaramie  or  any 
other  point  within  youu  district,  without  oljstructing  or  jeop- 
ardizing the  success  of  your  campaign  and  establishment  of 
militaiy  posts.  I  need  not  ask  that  you  extend  to  them.  I  feel 
sure  that  you  will  give  every  assistance  in  your  power  to  all 
emigrants  who  need  it.  Everything  you  have  asked  has  been 
procured  for  you,  aiid  it  is  hoped  that  your  success  will  be 
complete.  Do  not  hesitate  as  to  the  nund)er  of  friendly  Indians 
you  employ:  secure  the  services  of  as  many  as  you  can  use  with 
profit. 

34-Pt.  2-713   •  JXO.  POPE,  :iIajor-General,  - 

Commanding. 

♦See  HaUeck  to  Pope,  March  14,  page  607,  and  Pope  to  HaUeck, 
March  20,  page  677. 
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Omaha,  Neb.  Ter,  ISIarch  24,  1864. 

€apt.  John  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.-Gen.,  Department  of  Kansas: 

Captain:  I  have  just  had  an  intevvK.^v  with  John  Hu  ter, 
of  Fort  Laramie,  in  regard  to  the  Sioux  Indians  and  then- 
intentions  ^vith  regard  to  the  Government  and  emigrat,ion 
across  the  plains.  This  man  Hnnter  belongs  to  the  bionx  tr  b  , 
having  married  a  F<onx  squa.-.  I  think  him  honest  and  mteUi- 
gent  Citizens  here  who  know  say  that  he  is  reliable.  He 
says  that  the  only  eanse  of  dissatisfaction  with  ali  the  ribes 
in  the  reoiou  originated  from  a  dislike  to  the  agent  m  eharge 
of  JtliL;  matters  in  that  country.  He  says  further  that  he  is 
satisfied  that  almost  any  person  except  that  agent  could  make  a 
treaty  with  them  that  would  be  religiously  lived  up  to. 

The  Bcrent  of  whom  they  complain  is  John  Loree,  said  to 
be  appointed  from  Indiana.  I  have  conversed  with  at  least 
two  other  persons  who  have  made  the  s«,ne  statements  with  re- 
gard to  the  Indian  agent.  If  a  treaty  could  be  made  with  them 
I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  the  cheapest  and  best  way  the 
Government  could  find  to  prevent  trouble  on  the  plams. 
34  Pt  -'-T-'O  ROBERT  B.  MITCTIKLL.  Brigadier- 

'  "  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ^linn,,  I>ept.  of  the  Xorthwest. 

Saint  Paul.  :\linn..  March  24,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope. 
Milwaukee : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  received 
vour  instructions  of  15th  instant  to  (general  Sully  and  myself, 
"specifying  the  programme  of  military  operations  for  the  ensu- 
i,,,.  sea.son.  1  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  two  points  in 
which  vour  orders  to  me  are  imperative,  but  which  it  may  ho 
phvsicallv  impossible  to  comply  with,  and  T  therefore  respeet- 
ful'lv  request  that  some  discretion  may  be  allowed  uie.  One  ,s 
the  "location  of  the  post  on  James  River,  which  I  understood 
you  to  state  verballv  midit  be  on  the  head  of  the  Cotean. 
if  a  sufficienev  of  timber  could  not  he  found  on  James  River 
directlv  west  from  that  point  f,.r  the  uses  of  a  military  station 
of  the   magnitude   contemplated  liy   you.     The   othec   is  the 
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requirement  that  the  four  eouipanies  of  infantry  designed  as  a 
component  part  of  the  garrison  at  Devil's  Lake  shall  necessarily 
rendezvous  at  Port  Abercrombie  as  tlie  point  of  departure. 
It  may  be  that  the  other  route  up  the  ^Minnesota  Kiver  will  be 
more  economical  and  eligible  than  by  Abercrombie.  If  these 
suggestions  strike  you  as  deserving  your  favorable  considera- 
tion, please  to  give  me  the  necessary  authority  in  the  premises. 
34-Pt.  2-720  PI.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier- 

General,  Commanding. 


Milwaukee,  AYis.,  March  25,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  H.  II.  Sibley, 
(Saint  Paul,  Minn.)  : 
Comnumicate  innnediately  to  Sully,   at  Saint  Louis,  the 
number  of  cavalry,  mounted  infantry,  etc.,  you  will  send  him 
from  ^linnesota,  together  with  the  caliber  of  their  arms,  that 
he  may  send  necessary  ammunition  up  the  jMissouri  River. 
34-Pt.  2-734.  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest,. 

:\Iilwaukee,  AVis.,  March  25,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa  : 

General:  I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  21st.  In 
reply,  it  is  oi]ly  necessary  to  say  that  you  will  see  from  Gen- 
eral Ilalleek's  indorsement  that  I  am  authorized  to  employ 
(not  enlist)  such  Indians  as  I  may  think  judicious  for  service 
iu  your  campaign.  If  you  remember,  we  had  a  conversation 
on  the  subject  when  you  were  here,  and  you  suggested  sub- 
stantially the  plan  you  now  do  in  your  letter,  in  which  I  fully 
figree  with  you.  idea  is  to  employ  as  many  Shavv^nees  and 

Delewares,  as  well  as  otiier  Indians  who  are  available,  giving 
them  blankets,  etc.,  as  you  sugirest,  as  also  what  rations-  they 
absolutely  need,  and  promising  them  all  the  spoils  of  the  cam- 
paign. I  think  in  this  way  you  can  get  for  little  or  nothing 
some  of  the  best  fighting  Indian  material  on  the  frontier. 

You  have  my  authority  to  do  this  to  the  extent  you  think 
judicious.  AVe  must  hy  all  means  make-  a  qIohu  sweep  of  tlie 
hostile  Indians  this  summer,  as  far  at  least  as  tlu^  "Crow 
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country/'  and  you  must  employ  all  the  friendly  Indians  who 
may  be  useful  for  tliis  purpose.  I  have  no  doubt  you  ean  get 
many  oi  the  Kees  and  Mandans  simply  for  the  privilege  of 
accompanying  you  in  tliis  war  and  sharing  in  the  spoils.  This 
Avhole  matter  i  leave  ro  your  discretion,  with  the  understand. 
ing  that  I  will  authorize  and  support  every  arrangement  you 
think  judicious.  AYe  must  end  Indian  hostilities  this  season.  I 
have  applied  for  an  engineer  officer  to  report  to^  you  with 
necessary  surveying  instruments  by  the  25th  of  April  at  Sioux 
City.  Brackett's  battalion  is  assigned  to  you.  I  have  ordered 
it  to  accompany  the  troops  SiV)ley  send^.  from  :Minnesota.  Do 
vou  wisli  it  to  o-o  sooner  ? 

34:-Pt.  2-734.  J^O.  POPE,  :\rajor-Genera], 

Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  AVis.,  :March  25,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully. 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa : 

General:  I  would  suggest  to  you  in  employing  Delewares 
and  Shawnees,  that  you  send  up  and  secure  Black  l'>eaver,  Avho 
is  now  somewhere  in  Kansas.  I  would  also  suggest  to  you  the 
propriety  of  giving  orders  that  no  boats  be  allowed  to  pass 
above  Fort  Pierre  until  you  think  it  safe.  I  send  in  this  con- 
nection an  extract  from  a  letter  jast  received  from  General 
Sibley,  which  bears  upon  the  subject  in  another  view.  It  is 
always  to  be  understood  that  no  treaties  be  permitted  to  be 
made  with  the  Indians  by  anybody  except  yourself,  and  that 
the  terms  be  such  as  are  contained  in  the  instructions  hitherto 
sent  from  these  headquarters.  I  will,  if  possible,  prevent  the 
shipment  of  any  annuities  by  the  Indian  Department  for  the 
hostile  Indians. 

34-Pt.  2-735.  JNO.  POPE,  :\rajor-General, 

Commanding. 
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Saint  Louis,  March  26,  1S64. 

j\Iaj.  Gen.  11.  W  Halleck, 
Washington,  City. 

Sir:  As  the  GovernnLent  is  organizing  a  military  expedi- 
tion against  the  Sioux  Indians  of  the  upper  ^Missouri,  we  deem 
it  our  duty  to  place  before  you  facts  received  by  this  day's 
Inail  from  Idaho,  and  it  may  not  be  inopportune  in  us  to  make 
certain  suggestions  which  our  long  experience  in  that  section 
of  the  country  has  taught  us. 

Maj.  G.  E.  Upson,  Blaekfoot  agent,  writes  us  from  Fort 
Benton,  dated  1st  of  February,  as  follows: 

In  your  contemplated  tri^)  \\[)  tlie  Yellowstone  River  it  will 
be  necessary  for  you  to  make  provisions  for  the  meeting  of  the 
hostile  bands  of  Indians,  as  no  doubt  you  will  meet  them.  The 
Sioux  are  now  on  PoAvder  liiver  and  threaten  to  clear  out  all 
the  whites,  besides  Fort  Union  and  Fort  Berthold.  I  have 
scouts  amongst  them,  nnd  will  send  all  the  information  that  can 
be  got  about  their  movements  and  forward  them  down  the  river 
to  meet  your  boats. 

Mr.  Andrew  Dawson,  our  agent  at  Fort  Union,  dated  four 
days  later,  says: 

One  day  out  from  Fort  Union  to  Fort  Galpin  (situated  at 
mouth  of  I\iilk  Eiver)  my  train  was  attacked  by'  a  large  party 
of  Sioux,  but  without  damage  to  eitlier  party.  Fort  Charles 
had  been  attacked  two  days  before,  but  without  loss  of  prop- 
erty. ]\ly  train  from  Fort  Andrew  (situated  at  mouth  of 
Muscleshell)  to  Fort  Galpin  was  completely  overpowered,  and 
100  packs  of  bulYalo  rol)es  and  ^1<4.0S.^  worth  of  goods  carried 
off.  Dauphin  was  killed  in  the  engagement.  This  whole  sec- 
tion of  the  country  is  in  terrible  foment.  The  Sioux  are  center- 
ing in  large  crowds  in  the  angle  formed  by  the  Yellowstone 
and  Missouri. 

'Mr.  Gerard,  our  agent  at  Fort  Bertliold.  whose  letter  is 
dated  27th  January,  reports: 

The  friendly  Sioux  a\]io  have  visited  this-  post  for  the  pur- 
poses of  trade  inforin  me  that  our  enemies  are  all  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Yelknvstone ;  no  signs  of  Sioux  have  been 
seen  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  this  winter  by  any  of  our 
hunting  parties. 

Tht^se  letters  nx  the  locality  of  the  disaffected  Indians  and 
the  section  of  the  country  they  intend  operating  in.  AVe  are 
informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  locat^) 
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military  posts  at  Devil's  Dake,  head  of  Jaines  River,  and  at 
Long  Lake,  thence  up  Heart  or  Grand  River  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  and  protecting  an  immigrant  route  to  the  Yellowstone. 
The  very  short  space  of  time  that  this  proposed  route  can  be 
traveled  by  immigrants,  viz.,  from  June  to  the  latter  end  of 
August,  cannot  justify  the  enormous  expense  and  inconvenience 
this  route  would  entail  on  the  Government.  Besides  the  greater 
portion  of  the  country  between  the  ^Missouri  and  Yellowstone, 
cn  that  line  is  known  as  Les  :\rauvais  Terres,  or  Bad  Lands; 
no  grass,  nor  wood,  and  water  exceedingly  brackish. 

The  only  thing  which  should  be  thought  of  at  the  present 
moment  is  the  entire  subjugation  of  hostile  bands  of  Indians. 
Iiimiigrants  will  adapt  themselves  to  the  route  most  convenient 
from  their  starting  point.  The  most  practicable  and  shortest 
route  from  Saint  Paul  to  the  gold  mines  of  Idaho  is  to  strike 
for  Fort  Randall  or  north  of  Nebraska,  up  that  stream  to 
Laramie,  thence  through  the  valley  of  the  Big  Horn  ]\Iountains 
and  Black  Hills.  Each  immigrant  train  ought  to  be  organized 
under  a  proper  officer,  and  if  well  conducted  can  defend  them- 
selves against  any  hostile  bands  of  Indians.  It  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  suggest  the  best  points  for  the  establishment  of 
military  posts.  The  subjugation  of  Indians  will  have  to  be 
first  effected  and  the  Government  deterjiiine  what  to  do  with 
them  afterwards-. 

P.  CITOTEAU  &  CO. 

(.Indorsement) 

Respectfully  referred  to  :\lajoi'-General  Pope,  for  his  in- 
formation. 

31-Pt.  2-743  H.  ^Y.  HALLECK,  ^^fajor-General, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


ITdqrs.  Dist.  of  ^Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\iinn.,  :March  26,  1864. 

i\faj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  dispatch  of  22d  instant,  and  your  instructions  relative  to 
Brackett's  battalion  will  be  fully  complied  with,  and  in  order 
to  equip  the  men  of  that  command  I  have  today  telegraphed 
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you  requesting  that  you  order  immediately  360  horses,  with 
cavalry  equipments  eonqdete  ;  250  Sharps  carbines,  with  accout- 
erments  complete;  250  Colt  navy  revolvers,  with  aceouterments 
complete;  200  light  cavalry  sabers,  Avith  aceouterments  com- 
plete. 

Only  about  100  men,  those  who  re-enlisted,  are  now  sup- 
plied with  arms,  etc.,  the  remainder  of  the  battalion  being 
composed  of  recruits  and  of  the  Thirteenth  company,  originally 
raised  for  the  Second  cavalry,  but  transferred  by  order  of  the 
War  Department  to  Brackett's  battalion,  have  only  a  few 
sabers  among  them  and  no  other  arms.  The  above  are  neces- 
sary fully  to  equip  them  .  If  the  re<iuisitions  to  complete  the 
expeditionary  force  from  this  district  are  filled  in  time,  so 
that  no  delay  is  occasioned  by  their  non-receipt,  I  assure  you, 
general,  that  you  need  feel  no  apprehensions  that  the  column 
will  not  move  as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit.  I  have  w^rit- 
ten  General  Sully,  at  Saint  Louis,  that  in  all  probability  that 
will  not  be  later  than  1st  June,  perhaps  sooner  if  there  is  grass 
to  subsist  the  animals. 

I  notice  that  I  am  expected  to  dispatch  1,600  men  instead 
of  1,100,  as  "understood  between  fJcneral  Sully  and  myself, 
independent  of  Bracketl's  battalion.  Please  inform  me  if  it  is 
a  clerical  error  or  so  intended  by  you  as  stated  in  my  copy  of 
ycur  instructions.  There  is  a  strong  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
public  journals  of  tliis  city  and  of  [irivate  individuals  to  effect 
the  removal  of  the  Sixth-'Eec-inK'nt  .Minnesota  Volunteers  South. 
I  beg  leave  to  request  that  you  Avill  not  consent  to  any  such 
arrangement,  unless  they  can  be  replaced  by  another  whole 
regiment,  which  does  not  now  seera  practicable  or  probable_ 
The  whole  force  now  in  this  district  is  barely  sufficient  tO' 
enable  me  to  carry  out  your  programme  of  operations,  and  to 
do  this  I  shall  be  obliged  greatly  to  reduce  the  number  of 
troops  in  garrison  at  the  regular  posts  and  abandon  entirely 
most  of  the  temporary  stations. 

IT.  IT.  SIBLEY,  Brieadier-General.  Commanding, 
(Indorsement) 

^         Headquarters-  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

:Milwaukee,  ^^larch  30,  1864. 
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Respectfully  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  AVar,  through 
Major-General  Halleck. 

Whilst  1  am  urged  on  all  sides  to  furnish  protection  to 
emigrants  across  the  plains,  by  giving  them  escorts  and  estab- 
lishing military  posts,  a  set  of  people  ignorant  of  all  the  facts 
and  perfectly  unacquainted  with  the  necessities  of  the  depart- 
ment are  besieging  the  authorities  at  Wasliington  to  deprive 
me  of  the  very  means  necessary  to  do  precisely  what  they  seek 
with  constant  persistence.  Nevertheless,  even  if  they  succeed 
in  having  these  means  taken  away  from  me  and  the  natural 
result  follows,  they  will  be  the  very  first  to  raise  a  clamor 
against  the  Government  and  the  military  authorities  for  a 
result  occasioned  altogether  by  themselves. 

I  trust  that  the  War  Department  will  see  that  it  is 
advisable  to  leave  these  matters  to  my  own  judgment.  I  know 
I  need  not  assure  the  Secretary  of  AVar  or  yourself  that  I  will 
not  retain  a  man  here  wlio  can  be  sent  away,  and  I  will  notify 
you  the  very  moment  troops  can  be  sent  off  without  destroying 
all  hope  of  a  successful  solution  of  Indian  difficulties  in  the 
northwest.  Tlie  njeu  who  urge  the  Avithdrawal  of  troops  either 
do  it  ignorantly  or  for  the  purpose  of  producing  results  which 
will  give  them  the  means  of  making  war  upon  the  administra- 
tion. The  force  is  so  small  in  this  department,  and  a  proper 
use  of  it  will  tend  to  make  complete  and  satisfactory  settle- 
ment of  our  Indian  difficulties  in  the  northwest  for  a  long  time 
to  come,  tlial  it  seems  to  nlo  the  highest  wisdom  to  let  mat- 
ters alone  for  the  present  in  regard  to  the  applications  referred 
to  in  this  letter  of  General  Sibley. 

34-Pt.  2-741  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Alilwaukee,  Wis.,  Alareh  28,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  II.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army.  Washington.  D.  C. : 

General:  I  received  yesterday  an  order  from  the  Adjutant- 
General's  oHice  as-signing  the  Sixth  Alinnesota  volunteers,  now 
in  this  dei)artnKnt  on  duty,  to  the  Second  Corps,  in  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.    I  do  not  write  to  object  t<i  the  order  but  only 
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to  ask  for  a  suspension  of  its  executioD  for  a  time.  :Sly  reasons 
are  that  if  this  reg-iment  be  removed  from  the  ]^Iinnesota 
frontier  before  the  new  posts  are  fairly  established  and  the 
expeditions  meet  the  Indians,  there  will  be  trouble  and  excite- 
ment on  the  frontier  amongst  the  inhabitants  which  may 
entirely  defeat  our  movements.  There  seems  little  doubt  of  a 
formidable  concentration  of  the  most  powerful  of  the  Sioux 
bands  at  some  point  on  the  Upper  ?^Iissouri.  General  Sully 
can  only  take  into  the  field  at  most  1,200  men.  I  have  directed 
Sibley  to  send  him  1,600  men  from  .Alinnesota,,  which  will  give 
Snlly  about  2,800  men,  by  no  means  too  many  if  the  Indians 
make  battle.  Sibley  is  left  Avith  only  700  men  on  the  Minnesota 
border,  and  they  will  be  mcessary  for  a  time  to  keep  the 
frontier,  settlers  from  abandoning  their  settlements,  precipi- 
tating themselves  in  the  riv.  r  towns,  and  spreading  dismay 
and  exciteinent  throughout  the  State. 

The  result  will  be  that  the  Department  in  Washington 
will  be  overwhelmed  Avilh  petitions  and  remonstrances,  ''and 
our  whole  military  operations,  which  now  promise  a  final 
solution  of  the  entire  Indian  question  on  the  northern  plains, 
be  brought  to  naught.  .As  soon  as  I  can  possibly  do  so  (and 
]  am  sure,  general,  the  Department  will  acquit  me  of  any  fault 
hitherto  in  forwarding  troops  to  the^  South)  I  will  send  this 
regiment  enroute  for  its  corps  on  the  Potomac.  Unless  I  con- 
sidered it  essential  to  our  success  I  would  not  think  of  keeping 
the  reghnent  a  day,  and  1  liope  still  to  send  it  off:'  very  shortly. 
In  this  connection,  1  send  you  extracts  from  letters  received 
from  General  Sibley,  from  which  you  perceive  the  ditficulties 
imder  which  I  have  labored,  and,  in  fact,  do  still.  Unless  other- 
wise directed,  I  will  suspend  tlie  execution  of  the  order  to  tlie 
Sixth  jMinresota  for  tht  jiresent. 

34-Pt.  2-766.  jxo.  POPE,  :\rajor-General, 

Commanding. 

Headquarters  Northwest  Indian  Expedition. 

Saint  Louis.  :\lo.,  .March  28,  1864 

Brig.-Gen.  II.  H.  Sibley, 
Saint  Paul : 

Dear,  General:  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  19th.  I 
shall  not  be  in  Sioux  City  before  the  1st  of  :May.    I  luive  a? 
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much  as  1  cau  attend  to  getting  my  supplies  up  the  river.  I 
have  started  50  tons,  with  an  agent,  on  board  the  steamer 
Benton  for  Fort  Union,  where  I  shall  make  a  depot,  and  expect 
to  ship  next  week  s-everal  hundred  tons.  Today  I  received 
your  letter  to  General  Pope  (or  rather  a  copy  of  it),  stating- 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Yanktonais  and  Sissetons  that  na 
boats  go  up  the  river  for  the  present.  This  may  interfere 
greatly  with  my  plans,  for  I  am  now  ordered  to  estanlish  a 
post  on  the  Yellowstone,  near  the  Big  Horn.  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  operate  against  the  Indians  and  haul  the  stores 
necessary  for  this  post.  I  must  depend  on  the  river,  and  have 
to  take  advantage  of  ail  boats  of  a  liglit  draught  now  ioadiii- 
for  the  mines  to  -et  these  goods  up  tlie  river  while  it  is  high. 

All  of  these  boats  are  armed,  and,  if  the  passengers  and 
men  are  worth  anythhig,  are  strong  enough  to  protect  tncrn- 
selves  Of  course  I  expect  they  will  be  tired  into  and  some- 
body get  hurt;  that's  their  business,  for  they  have  been  luUy 
warned  If,  however,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  they 
should  be  stopped,  I'll  send  up  to  Pierre;  but  it  won't  do  ta 
delay  them  long,  for  if  they  don  t  take  advantage  of  the  rise 
they  can't  get  up  this  season.  General  Pope  informs  me  that 
he  can  get  no  troops  from  Kansas  department  ard  that 
Brackett's  battalion  has  been  ordered  to  join  my  column  In 
view  of  all  we  know  of  the  Indians,  it  is  important  I  should  be 
up  in  the  country  as  high  as  Fort  Pierre  in  May.  I  n^ay 
have  to  operate  before  your  troops  can  join  me  in  a  sniad 
,vay,  and  the  presence  of  a  foree  there  _  will  hasten  those 
Indians  who  are  thinking  of  peace  to  come  m. 

I  hav.:.-  written  to  General  Pope,  •  therefore,  suggesting- 
that  Brackett's  battalion  joins  me  at  Sioux  City  in  IMay,  aoout 
the  1st  I  can  send  grain  to  posts  up  to  Spirit  Lake,  and  thus 
they  will  have  grain  every  night.  I  hope  you  can  send  them, 
and  I  hope  the  :Major  will  be  able  to  get  his  four  companies 
full,  for  I  shall  be  pressed  for  men  sufficient  to  do 'what  ,  is 
required  for  me.  The  rest  of  the  command  that  you  are  to 
send  to  Bordaehe  Creek  I  will  need  as  soon  as  you  can  get 
them  readv.  The  Sioux  killed  one  of  my  soldiers  three  miles 
from  Fort  Randall  a  few  days  ago.  L  shall  be  obliged  t^ 
leave  many' of  my  men  on  the  frontier,  so  that  I  shall  be  very 
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inucli  ^\'^aker  than  I  thought.  How  many  pack  mules  and 
saddles  will  you  be  able  to  send  to  Bordache  Creek?  I  shall 
have  200. 

34.pt.  2-766.  AI.F.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 


Ildqrs.  Dist.  of  .Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  IMinn.,  March  28,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 
Saint  Louis: 

General:  On  the  26th  instant  I  dispatched  to  you,  per 
directions  of  Major-General  Pope,  a  telegraphic  dispatch  eon- 
tainino-  the  following,  to-wit-: 

Hdqrs  District  of  .Minnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Xortlnvest. 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  March  26,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Sully, 
^ Saint  Louis.  :\lo. 
Take  sufficient  ammunition  for  700  Springfield  muskets, 
caliber  58-  500  Sharps  carbines-,  600  Smith  carbines,  200  Colt 
armv  pistols,  caliber  .41;  500  Colt  imvy  pistols,  caliber  .36;  400 
Renmio-ton  armv  pistols,  caliber  .44  (above  includes  Brackett  s 
battalion^;  also  200  spherical  case-shot,  fixed;  100  canister- 
shot,  fixed,  fnr^6-poiuiders,  anil  spherical  case  and  canister  for 
mountain  howitzers. 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-Gc-fieral,  Commanding. 

In  consequence  of  an  error  of  :\lajor  Brackett  with  refer- 
ence to  the  kind  of  pistols  used  l»y  Iiis  command,  I  have  by 
telegraph  today  requested  you  to  change  the  ammunition  in 
the  "first  dispatch  so  as  to  read  for  500  Colt  army  pistols, 
caliber  .44,  instead  of  200.  and  for  200  Colt  navy  pistols,  cali- 
ber .36,  instead  of  500. 

:My  desiii-n  is  to  send  you  a  regiment  of  mounted  infantry, 
say,  700  men.  and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  all  of  which  are 
nearly  full  to  the  maximum,  and  one  or  two  sections  of  the 
Third  :Minnesota  Battery.  Brackett 's  battalion  of  between  300 
and  400  men  will  accompany  the  column  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous  on  Bordache  Creek.  I  have  made  all  the  necessary 
requisitions  for  horses,  equipments,  arms,  accouterments,  etc., 
for  the  completion  of  the  equipment  of  the  entire  detachment, 
and  if  not- delayed  by  their  non-receipt  in  due  season,  I  shall 
hasten  everything  forward  as  rapidly  as  tlie  season  will  permit. 
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Please  inform  me  how  long  you- will  be  cktained  in  Saint  Louis; 
v.nd  how  I  shall  address  you  after  your  departure  from  that 
point,  as  it  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  communicate  with  each 
ether  more  or  less  frequently. 

My  advices  by  Avay  of  Abercrombie  render  it  probable 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  Sissetons  Avill  submit  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  Yanktonais  are  willing  to  make  peace,  but  on 
condition  that  emigrants  abstain  from  traversing  the  Upper 
Missouri  region  in  steamers  or  overland,  and  that  the  whites 
keep  away  from  their  country.  It  is  quite  probable  they  look 
upon  these  propositions  as  inadmissable  and  absurd,  for  they 
are  reported  to  have  invited  the  murderers  of  the  lower  bands 
of  Isantis,  and  the  disati'ected  generally,  to  join  and  make 
common  cause  with  them.  I  shall  probably  have  more  definite 
informatio]!  from  the  upper  country  in  a  very  few  days,  in 
which  case  I  will  communicate  it  to  you  without  delay. 
34-Pt.  2-767.  H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier- 

General,  Connnanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

:Milwaukee,  Wis.,  :March  30,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  IT.  W.  Ilalleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General:  I  send  you  today  an  extract  from  a  letter  just 
received  from  General  Sibley,  with  an  indorsement  thereon. 
In  addition  thereto  I  desire  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  few 
points  in  relation  to  affairs  in  :Minnesota,  which  are  dou])tless 
familiar  to  you  in  relation  to  the  state  of  affairs  anywhere 
on  the  frontier.  The  efforts  now  being  made  to  have  troops 
sent  South  from  :\Iinnesota  are  made,  first,  by  persons  con- 
nected with  our  unfortunate  Indian  system,  agents,  Indian  trad- 
ers, whiskey  sellers,  contractors,  etc.  Every  one  of  these  per- 
sons desires  to  perpetuate  Indian  hostilities  and  the  resulting 
Indian  treaties,  involving  the  payment  by  Government  oflai-ge 
sums  of  money  and  the  purchase  and  transportation  of  quanti- 
ties of  goods.  AYhen  tiie  Indian  war  is  really  ended  hy  driving 
the  Indians  entirely  beyond  reach  of  the  settlements  of  :\rin- 
nesota  the  business  of  sucli  people  is  brought'  to  an  end. 
Thev  therefore,  do  not  desire  to  o-et  rid  of  the  Indians,  nor  do 
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they  favor  any  measures  which  will  bring  tlieir  connection  with 
the  Indijuis  to  an  end.  Tlie  military  operations  in  this  depart- 
ment during  tiie  coming  season  promise  to  separate  the  Indians 
entirely  from  ajiy  communication  with  :\iinnesota,  and  to  place 
them  far  beyond  reach  of  the  people  of  -that  State.  Hence 
the  per&'Ons  I  have  mentioned  are  opposed  to  the  operations 
v/hich  promise  so  complete  a  success,  and  seek  to  bring  the 
military  purposes  to  an  unsuccessful  issue.  This  can  now  be 
done  only  by  inducing  the  ^Var  Department  to  order  off  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  troops  to  prevent  success.  Second,  these  ap- 
plications- for  removing  troops  are  made  through  the  influence 
and  by  the  agency  of  the  political  opponents  of  the  Govern- 
mojit,  who  seek  means  to  make  war  u])On  the  Administration. 
-A  continuance  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  the  murder  of  emi- 
grants crossing  the  plains,  will  furnish  them  abundant  material. 
Hence,  they  also  are  anxious  to  send  away  troops  from  the 
frontier. 

Your  experience  in  California  has  no  doubt  made  you 
familiar  with  these  dilYieulties  which  surround  every  military 
commander  on  the  frontier.  The  very  first  persons  to  raise  a 
clamor  agaiu^st  the  Oovenmu'iit  for  reiiioving  troops  from  the 
frontier  and  leaving  tlie  inhabitants  and  the  emigrants  to  the 
mercy  of  hostile  Indians  an  the  people  who  are  now  urging 
tlie  authorities  in  Washirigton .  to  do  the  very  thing  they  will 
hereafter  complain  of.  The  foi-ce  in  this  department  is  snudl, 
]iot  exceeding  3,800  men  all  told.  Such  a  force  wottld  not  add 
much  to  any  army  in  (he  South,  whilst  here  they  can,  during 
the  present  summer,  settle  the  Indian  cpiestion  throughottt  the 
northwest,  from  :\Iinnesota  to  the  Kocky  :\fomitains,  on  a  foun- 
dation whi(!h  will  last  many  years  and  save  the  Government 
millions  of  dollars.  These  eiucstions  must  be  settled  some  tune. 
We  can  do  it  now.    Is  it  not  best? 

I  am  obliged  to  send  to  General  Stdly  nearly  the  whole 
force-  in  :\Iinnesota  to  furnish  him  w^th  the  force  he  deems 
absolntely  necessary  to  deal  with  the  liostile  bands  which  are 
combining  to  prevent  the  navigation  of  the  :\Iissouri  Eiver  and 
the  passage  of  emigrants  across  the  plains.  Only  700  men 
all  togeliier  will  be  left  in  :\Iinn€sotn,  all  of  whom  I  shall 
send  .  South  as  soon  as  I  can  possibly  take  them  away.  You 
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liiay  rely  confidently  on  my  not  retaining  a  man  in  this  depart- 
ment more  than  is  needed,  nor  a  moment  after  he  can  be 
Efpared. 

I  would  suggest  respectfully  that  of  necessity  I  must  be 
better  acquainted  with  the  necessities  of  this  department  and 
the  w^hole  field  of  operations  than  any  responsible  parties  from 
Saint  Paul  or  elsewhere  in  :\linnesota,  who  neither  know  the 
condition  of  atTairs  west  of  them  nor  the  force  stationed 
there.  Whilst  these  people  in  :Minnesota  are  urging  that  troops 
be  sent  South,  the  people  farther  west  and  the  great  horde  of 
emigrants  are  applying  here  and  at  Washington  for  more 
troops  and  more  posts  to  protect  the  emigration.  I  know  that 
1  shall  do  the  best  I  can  for  the  public  interests,  and  1  hope 
I  am  not  actuated  in  the  views  herein  expressed  by  any  sort  of 
wish  to  keep  troops  in  this  department  which  are  not  needed 
here.  I  beg,  General,  that  you  will  give  this  letter  some 
consideration,  and,  if  you  think  it  necessary,  that  you  will  refer 
it  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

35-Pt.  2-792  JXO.  POPE,  :\Iajor-General, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters-  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

:Milwaukee,  Wis.,  -.March  30,  186-1. 

Brig.-Gen.  H.  II.  Sibley. 

Comnumding  District  of  ]^Iinnesota: 

General:  Your  letter  of'the  24th  instant  is  received.  In 
relation  to  the  post  on  James  Kiver,  I  stated  to  you  that  1 
wished  it  located  as  nearly  as  possibU^  west  of  the  head  of  the 
Coteau,  not  exactly  West.  You  will  remember  that  I  was  quite 
decided  that  it  should  not  i)e  farther  east  than  James  Kiver, 
except  in  the  last  necessity.  A  little  north  or  south  of  the 
head  of  the  Coteau  I  do  not  object  to,  but  I  do  consider  any 
point  east  of  James  River  out  of  position  in  view  of  the  other 
posts.  I  trust  you  will  bear  tiiis  in  mind.  If  necessary  to  <iO 
farther  north  on  James  Rivtu-  to  find  a  suitable  place,  do  so. 
On  a  line  due  west  of  Abererombie  would  answer,  but  I  want 
the  post  on  plames  Kiver  if  possible.  Of  course  I  do  not  mean 
to  specify  witlidut  reserve  tlie  point  of  assembling  the  four 
companies  for  Devils  Lake.     I  mentioned  Abererombie  as  it 
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f^eemed  the  most  suitable  and  convenient  point,  but  if  you  find 
it  better  to  select  another  you  are  authorized  to  do  so.. 
34-Pt.  2-793.  JNO.  POPE,  :\lajor-GeneraI, 

Commanding. 


Washington,  March  31,  1864—11.55  a.  m. 

'  Major-General  Pope  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  assigned  the  Sixth  Minnesota 

regiment  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.    Is  there  any  objection 

to  bringing  it  away  immediately  ? 
.  24-Pt.  2-805.  H.  W.  HAIiLECK,  JMajor-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

^Milwaukee,  AVis..  :\Iarch  31,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  instant  is  received.  The 
arrangements  and  dispositions  you  propose  are  approved,  but 
I  am  somewhat  doubtful  about  your  permitting  single  boats  to 
■ascend  the  :\li<ssouri  above  Pierre  without  satisfactory  informa- 
tion from  above.  Of  that  you  must  be  the  judge.  I  am  un- 
willing also  that  your  stay  in  the  Yellowstone  country  should 
bo  prolonged  so  much  as  lo  render  it  doubtful  whether  you 
can  reach  the  post  at  Loiio;  Lake  in  time  to  assure  yourself  that 
the  post  at  Devil's  Lirlve  is  in  a  fair  way  of  supply.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  you  c;!ii  give  more  definite  instruction 
before  you  leave  the  Missoui'i  as  will  render  the  matter  certain. 

Of  course  it  is  my  i)uri)0se  to  have  the  posts  established  on 
James  River,  Fox  Lake  and  Devil's  Lake,  as  specified  in  the 
instructions  sent  you.  Brackett's  l)attalion  I  will  send  you  as 
soon  as  it  is  i^ossible  to  supply  them  properlv.  They  will  be 
mounted  on  Canadian  ponies,  as  will  also  the  entire  regimiMit 
of  IMinnesota  cavalry.  It  is  probable  tliat  some  of  the  mouiitt'd 
infantry  sent  you  will  also  be  tlius  mounted.  You  can.  of 
course,  make  sudi  chanires  of  the  mount  of  these  troops  as  you 
think  judicious-.  1  agree  with  you  and  wrote  to  GeiUM'al  TTalleck 
tliat  the  i^iDst  on  Powder  River,  can  best  be  located  an.l  sup- 
plied from  Laramie.    Idaho  is  not  in  this  department  accoi'diniz 


224 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


to  the  order  organizing  it,  uor  is  it  likely  that  our  military 
operations  will  extend  much,  if  at  all,  into  that  Territory.  I 
am  instructed,  however,  to  disregard  department  lines  in  my 
operations  and  dispositions.  The  post  on  Yellowstone  ought 
not  to  be  above  the  head  of  navigation  on  that  river,  but  as 
near  as  practicable  to  it. 

The  selection  of  a  reservation  at  or  near  Fort  Union  1 
think  judicious.  I  will  let  you  know  as  soon  as  I  can  just 
when  Brackett's  battalion  can  move  from  :\Iinnesota.  In  all 
this  matter,  however,  general,  one  thing  is  of  paramount  im- 
portance, and  must  be  held  steadily  in  view,  and  that  is  that 
the  power  of  the  Indians  must  be  broken  before  we  can  hope 
for  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  Indian  question  in  your 
district,  and  that  is  the  point  to  be  made  certain.  I  have 
every  confidence  that  you  fully  appreciate  the  whole  matter 
and  will  act  accordingly.  Everything  you  desire  and  every 
aid  in  my  power  to  give  you,  you  shall  have.  It  is  of  the  last 
importance  to  the  Government,  as  well  as-  to  ourselves,  that  this 
whole  Indian  question,  as  far  as  the  military  department  is 
concerned,  should  be  settled  this  season. 

34-Pt.  2-SOG.  JNO.  POPE.  Major-General, 

Commanding. 


.  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  :\Iarcli  31,  1864. 

General  Sully, 

(Care  Chief  Quartermasti^r,  Saint  Eouis,  :Mo.)  : 
There  are  four  compnnif^s  for  you  to  go  from  here.  Do 
you  wish  them  all  sent  now,  or  oidy  one '?    The  views  in  your 
letter  of  28th  approved.    ^Vill  write  fully  by  mail.  Answer 
about  companies  at  once  by  telegraph. 

48-Pt.  2-807.  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
]\laj.  Gen.  pJohn  Pope,  I'.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month 
of  March,  1864: 
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34-Pt.  2-810. 


Milwaukee.  April  1,  1864. 

(Received  2.30  p.  m.) 

luajor-General  Halleck : 

Sixth  Minnesota  cannot  be  immediately  spared.  Will  send 
to  join  its  corps  on  Potomac  as  soon  as  possible.  Reasons  fully 
explained  in  my  letter  to  vou  of  30th,  to  Avliich  I  ask  particuhir 
attention. 

4S-Pt.  3-17.  J^^O.  POPE,  :\lajor-GeneraI 


Ildqrs.  Dist.  of  :MiQn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest,  . 

Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn.,  April  1,  1864. 

Ma  j. -Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee : 

General:  As  the  only  pri^ctical  mode  of  supplying  the 
deficiency  m  the  militciry  force  in  this  district,  which  will  be 
cccasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  :Minnesota 
Volunteers  to  the  Army  of  the  Potoiiiac,  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  you  will  nmke  an  immediate  application  to  the 
proper  authorities  in  "Washington  for  the  assignment  of  the 
First  Regiment  :\IiimGsota  Volunteers  to  duty  in  this  district.  I 
have  already  represented  that  until  the  Sixth  Regiment  is 
replaced  by  an  organization  of  equal  strength,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  me  to  carry  out  your  instructions.  Governor 
^liller  and  th>?  officers  of  the  First  Minnesota  are  equally  confi- 
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dent  that  this  regiment  will  be  filled  by  recruits  as  soon  as  it 
has  been  announced  authoritatively  that  it  will  be  placed  on 
dutv  in  this  district.  In  order  to  make  the  regiment  available 
for^arly  operations  on  the  frontier,  no  time  should  be  lost 
in  making  the  application.  * 
48-Pt   3-17.  H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier- 

General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  April  2,  1864—3.20  p.  m. 

]\Iajor-General  Pope: 

The  Secretary-  of  War  consents  to  your  retaining  the  bixth 
Minnesota  Volunteers  till  you  can  safely  spare  them. 
34  Pt   3-23  H.  W.  IIALLECK,  ]^lajor-General 

and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Milwaukee,  Wis.,* April  2,  1864. 

General  Sibley, 
Saint  Paul,  :\linn. : 

Horses  for  Second  (^^linnesota)  Cavalry  and  for  Brackett  s 
battalion  readv  to  be  delivered.  I  wish  you  to  send  to  La 
Crosse  without  delay  detachments  both  commands  to  bring 
them  np.  A  trusty  field  officer  must  be  sent  in  charge.  When 
can  the  men  be  in  LaCrosse  ?  Telegraph- at  once. 
34-Pt.  3-23.  J^'O.  POPE,  :\[ajor-General. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  'of  Minn..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\linn.,  xVpril  2,  1864. 

Ma j. -Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee : 

Your  dispatch  received.  Detachment  amounting  to  100 
men  will  be  at  LaCrosse  by  10th  instant,  under  a  field  officer. 
34-Pt   3-23.  IT.  H-  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C.  April  3.  IS64. 

Major-General  Pope, 

Milwankee,  Wis.:  . 
General:    Your  letter  of  ^larch  30lh  is  just  received.    ^  ou 
probably  are  not  fully  aware  of  the  ditficulty  of  asc.rl.imu.g 
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and  counteracting  the  baneful  influence  upon  military  opera- 
tions exercised  by  speculators,  through  members  of  Congress 
and  civil  departments  of  the  Government.  More;  especially  is 
this  the  case  in  regard  to  Indian  affairs,  when  dishonest  men 
are  are  continually  intriguing  to  use  the  military  for  their  in- 
dividual purposes.  As  soon  as  I  exphiined  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  the  real  condition  of  affairs  in  your  department,  he 
authorized  me  to  suspend  his  order  in  regard  to  sending  the 
Sixth  ^linnesota  Regiment  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Your 
alacrity  in  sending  troops  to  other  departments  whenever  you 
could  spare  them  has  been  most  praiseworthy. 

34-Pt.  3-33.  H.  AV.  HxVLLECK,  General-in-Chief. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Alinn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  April  3.  186-i. 

Brig. -Gen.  A.  Sully, 
Saint  Louis: 

General :  Your  official  communication  of  28th  ultimo 
reached  me  last  evening.  With  reference  to  the  propositions 
of  the  Yanktonais  and  other  ^Missouri  bands  that  no  steamers 
should  ascend  the  river  for  the  present,  until  a  general 
pacification,  I  .mentioned  thuiii  as  coming  from  what  I  knew  to 
be  reliable  sources,  more  foi-  tlie  information  of  ^lajor-General 
Pope  than  with  any  intention  of  interfering  with  or  retarding 
your  preparations  for  asf;ending  the  >\Iissouvi  or  dispatching 
steamers  with  your  s\i[)plies.  I  have  additional  intelligence 
from  my  chief  of  scouts  at  the  head  of  the  Coteau  as  late  as 
24th  ultimo.  He  has  conferred  with  six  .3^oung  men  from  the 
upper  country,  and  knowing  some  of  them  personally,  he  deems 
their  statements  to  be  worthy  of  credence,  especially  as  they 
are  corroborative  of  infornuition  received  from  other  quarters. 
They  state  they  there  are  three  camps  of  Sissetons  near  the 
place  where  I  first  encountered  the  Indians  at  Big  ]\Iound  on 
the  Coteau,  about  60  miles  from  the  ]\lissouri,  numbering  re- 
spectively sixty,  seventy,  and  ninety  lodges. 

The  Indians  are  almost  unanimous  in  favor  of  peace,  and 
are  expected  to  accede  to  the  conditions.!  imposed  last  fall. 
Some  of  the-  chiefs  will  probably  proceed  to  Fort  Abercrombie 
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to  -ive  a  formal  assent,  and  then  go  with  their  bands  to  Devil's 
Lake     The  Yanktonais  were  expected  soon  to  encamp  some- 
where near  the  loealitv  of  the  present  can>ps.   The  Teton  bands 
are  assembling  on  the  west  or  south  banks  of  the  Missouri, 
preparatory  to  crossing  into  the  Yanktonais  country,  as  they 
state  there  are  neither  buiialo  nor  water  nor  grass  where, 
thev  usually  roain.    They  have  sent  a  message  to  lhe  Yank- 
tonais that  they  arc '  coming  to  join  tliem.  and  if  tlie  latter 
desire  to  shake  hands  with  the  Americans  they  will  do  likewise, 
otherwise  they  will  with  them  continue  the  war.    This  concen- 
tration of  warriors  on  this  side  of  the  ^lissouri,  if  true,  will 
make  the  establishment  of  a  post  at  Dovirs  Lake  still  more 
hazardous  and  difficult.     The  buffalo  aiv  o.i  the  move  south- 
ward   and  the  Indians  will  of  course  follow  them.  Messrs. 
Vau4  and  Culbertson  from  Fort  Union  passed  through  here 
two^davs  since,  and  I  had  a  long  conforen..-e  with 'them.  They 
left  the  fort  February  7  with  one  white  man  and  two  A.S'Sini- 
boine  Indians  as  o-„ides.  passed  throuoh  tlie  Assinibome  country 
to  Fort  Gan-y.  before  reaching  which  they  dismissed  the  In- 
dians and  came  down  by  way  of  Peniliina, 

You  will  probably  meet  them  in  Saint  Louis,  as  I  desired 
them  to  call  upon  you  on  their  arrival  there.   They  confirm  the 
reports  previously  received  of  the  general  hostile  disposition 
of  the  Teton  Sioux,  and  believe  that  boats  or  parties  ascending 
the  Missouri  or  traversing  the  country  will,  be  attacked.  There 
was  no  snow  in  the  upper 'prairies  nor  in  the  mountains,  and 
no  prospect  of  a  rise  in  the  :Missouri,  which  is  very  low.  The 
sxipplies  for  the  Blackfect  and  for  parties  in  Idaho  were  still 
at  Fort  Lnion,  with  no  means,  of  fovwarding  them  to  their 
destination.    Apprehensions  were  felt  of  an  attack  early  m  the 
sprino-  bv  the  Tetons  upon  Fort  Fnion.  where  there  are  large 
stores  of  arms,  ammunition,  and   goods,  and  only   fifteen  or 
twenty  men  to  guard  them.    I  have  -iven  yon  this  synopsis  of 
the  facts  as  stated  by  them  lest  you  should  fail  to  see  them  m 
person. 

Tiie  horses  for  service  in  this  district  will  he  brought  up 
as  rapidly  as  they  can  be  conveyed  to  LaCrosse,  and  Major 
Bracketfs  battalion  will  be  prei)ared  for  the  field  as  soon  as 
possible.     Should  I  be  so   directed   by  General  Pope  I  will 
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dispatch  the  battalion  as  you  suggest,  by  way  of  Spirit  Lake, 
but  there  is  no  probability  that  the  horses,  etc.,  can  be  received 
here  in  time  to  enable  that  couiniand  to  reacli  Sioux  City  before 
the  10th  or  15th  of  ]\Iay.  Tliei'e  shall  be  no  delay  that  can  be 
avoided  in  the  movements  of  that  battalion  or  of  the  column 
intended  to  join  you.  The  Sixth  Regiment  l\Iinnesota  Volun- 
teers has  been  ordered  South,  which  may  endjarrass  my  opera- 
tions, unless  General  Pope  is  enabled  to  replace  it  with  some 
other  regiment.  I  will  continue  to  furnish  you  with  such 
information  as  may  reach  me  from  time  to  time,  my  scouts 
being  now^  in  frequent  conununication  with  the  upper  bands  of 
Sioux.  I  have  no  pack-saddh^S'  on  hand  in  this  district,  and  I 
suggest  that  you  make  requisition  for  such  a  nund)er  additional 
as  you  may  deem  necessary,  as  none  will  be  requireel  by  my 
troops  before  you  foi-m  a  junction  with  them. 
34-Pt.  3-33.  H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Bdgadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  4,  1864. 

IMajor-General  Pope, 
^Milwaukee 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  desires  to  know  if  there  is  not 
a  cavalry  regiment  in  Iowa  available  for  duty  in  another  de- 
partment. Please  state  the  particular  regiments  intended  for 
Indian  expedition. 

34-Pt.  3-44.  *      n.  W.  IIALLECK,  :\lajor-Genera] 

and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  XorthAvest, 

iMilwaukee,  Wis.,  April  4.  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  H.  11  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  ^Minnesota: 

General:  I  telegraphed  you  the  other  day  that  the  SixHi 
^linnesota.  althouirh  assigned  to  Second  Corps,  Army  .of  the 
Potomac,  will  not  leave  this  department  until  it  can  l)e  safely 
spared.  You  will  consider  this  an  order  prohibiting  the  de- 
parture of  that  regiment  until  orders  to  tin  contrary  are  sent 
in  from  these  headquarters.   T  wish  you,  however,  to  keep  the 
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Sixth  in  such  condition  and  position  that  it  can  be  sent  off  the 
inoinent  we  can  spare  it.  It  is  likely  tliat  before  winter  sets  in, 
and  after  cavalry  companies  for  posts  at  Devil's  Lake  and 
James  River  have  reached  their  stations,  you  can  reduce  the 
garrison  of  each  post  for  the  w^inter,  if  you  think  the  troops 
needed  in  Minnesota,  by  one  cavalry  and  one  infantry  com- 
pany each.  This  will  give,  besides  the  large  garrison  at  Devil's 
Lake  and  on  James  River,  which  will  completely  cover  your 
frontier,  eight  companies  of  cavalry  and  four  companies  of 
infantry,  w^ithout  at  all  including  the  Sixth  Regiment.  This 
force,  in  view  of  the  large  posts  mentioned,  will  surely  be  amply 
sufficient. 

34-Pt.  8-44.  JNO.  POPE.  :\lajor-Gcntral,  Couuuanding. 


Milwaukee,  Wis.,  April  5,  1864. 

(Received  4:30  a.  m.,  6th.) 

Major-General  Halleck : 

The  only-  Iowa  regiment  on  duty  in  this  department  is  the 
Sixth  Cavalry,  which  is  stationed  on  the  Upper  :\Iissouri,  at 
Forts  Pierre  and  Randall.  It  constitutes  nearly  the  entire 
force  under  Gen^^ral  Sully  in  that  region,  and  Avill  form  part 
of  his  Indian  expedition.  There  may  be  in  low^a  veteran  regi- 
ments on  furlough,  or  new  regiments,  complete  or  incomplete, 
but  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  that  such  troops  are  not  under 
mv  command. 

34-Pt.  3-56.  <  JNO.  POPE,  :\la3or-General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  6.  1864. 

!Major-General  Pope, 
Mihvaukee: 

General:  I  have  just  received  your  telegram  in  answ^er 
to  inquiry  about  Iowa  cavalry  regiment.  There  have  been 
numerous  unsuccessful  efforts  l)y  members  of  Congress  to  get 
the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  out  of  your  department,  aiid  I  pre- 
sume  that  the  same  parties  had  represented  to  General  Grant 
that  there  was  a  resrhnent  available  belonging  to  that  State 
which  they  desired  to  have  sent  South.  .For  some  reason  or 
other  they  do  not  wish  this  regiment  to  go  into  the  Indian  cam- 
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paign,  and  hence  their  eft'orth>  to  get  it  out  of  your  command, 
34-Pt.  3-69.  H.  AV.  HALLECK. 


Headquarters^  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  AYis.,  April  6,  1864. 

P.  Chouteau  &  Co., 
Saint  Louis,  ]Mo. : 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo  to  General 
Ilalleck  has  beeu  sent  to  me,  and  reached  me  yesterday.  As 
all  letters  of  this  character  addressed  to  the  authorities  in 
"Washington  are  sent  to  me  for  action  as  I  may  deem  expedient, 
1  vv'ould  suggest  to  you  ihat  it  will  save  much  time  and  accom- 
plish better  the  purpose  had  in  view  in  writing  if  they  are 
addressed  to  me.  I  have  been  at  nuich  pains-  for  some  months 
to  ascertain  from  all  sources  the  true  condition  of  matters  in 
the  Indian  country  north  of  the  I'latte.  and  the  information 
upon  which  the  military  operations  for  the  summer  are  based 
corresponds  (piite  closely  with  that  contained  in  your  letter. 
I  have  long  understood  clearly  tluit  the  main  point  in  the  pro- 
l)osed  operations  is  of  necessity  to  break  down  the  power  of 
the  Indians,  and  that  is  the  great  object  of  General  Sully's 
expedition. 

In  connection,  however,  with  that  expedition,  it  is  my 
purpose  to  eshiblish  such  military  posts  as  are  necessary  to 
maintain  proper  contrQl  over  the  Indians  after  they  have  been 
beaten  in  battle.  I  enclose  you  an  extract  from  General  Sully's 
instructions,  from  which  you  will  see  that  the  subjugation  of 
the  Indians  of  tliat  region  is  the  main  business  of  his  expedi- 
tion. The  establishment  of  military  posts  is  only  secondary. 
General  Sully  is  now  in  Saint  Louis  organizing  his  expedition, 
and  I  do  not  dou])t  that  lie  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  gentle- 
men 'so  well  acipiainted  as  yourselves  with  the  condition  and 
disposition  of  the  Indian  tri})es.  I  shall  myself  be  much  obliged 
to  you  for  any  information  in  your  possession  concerning 
these  matters,  and  I  assure  you  that  any  letters  on  the  subject 
from  you  will  be  gladly  received  and  respectfully  considered. 
^^-P^-  3-69.  JNO.  POPE,  :\[ajor-General, 

Commanding. 
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Saiut  Paul,  >riiin.,  April  6,  1864. 

Maj.-Geu.  John  Pope, 

Comd''  Dept.  of  the  Northwest,  ilihvaukee,  ^\is.:  , 

General-    I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  official  informa- 
tion has  reached  me  of  the  capture,  by  a  detachment  of  my 
command  stationed  on  the  Big  Cottonwood,  of  12  Indian  women 
of  the  Sioux  tribe,  some  of  whom  are  recognized  as  having 
been  of  the  number  dispatched  to  the  Missouri  reservation 
last  year.    They  represent  themselves  to  be  all  from  that 
rec^ion  and  state  that  they  will  be  followed  by  others.  They 
are  now  held  at  Fort  Ridgely  as  prisoners,  until  the  com- 
mandant receives  orders  with  regard  to  the  disposition  to  be 
made  of  them.    I  shall  dirtct  that  they  be  sent  down, to  tort 
Snellino-  with  a  view,  unless  otlierwise  instructed,  of  turning 
them  over,  with  the  women  and  children  ^vho  surrendered  to 
Major  Hatch  and  are  now  on  their  way  dowrt,  to  the  U.  b_ 
Indian  agent  or  superintendent,  as  soon  as  practicable.  It 
these  people  are  not  restrained  from  wandering  back  from  the 
Alissouri,  where  the  Government  has  transported  them  at  great 
expense  the  militaiw  authorities  of  this  district  will  continue 
to  be  embarrassed,  and  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  they  are 
now  in  disposing  of  them. 

34-Pt.  2-70.  H-  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

'  "  ■  '  Coniinauding. 
(Referred  by  (General  Pope  to  the  War  Department.^ 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ^linii..  Dept.  of  the  Xortluvest.^ 
Saiut  Paul,  :\Iiun.,  April  6,  1864. 

Maj.  J.  F.  :^reline, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  jFihvaukee: 

Major:  I  have  the  houor  to  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  2d 
instant,  containing  extracts  froui  General  Sully's  Utter,  askino- 
that  Brackett's  battalion  be  dispatched  to  Sioux  City,  and 
directing  me  to  respond  to  his  applicatiou  if  practicable,  that 
it  will  be  impossible  for  that  couunand  to  reach  Sioux  City 
by  1st  to  5th  proximo  as  indicated  by  General  Sully.  1  have 
already  inclosed  to  department  headquarters  copy  of  my 
communication  of  4th  instant  to  Kriondier-Geucral  Sully,  ad- 
vising him  that  if  so  ordered  by  General  Pope  T  would  hasten 
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the  departure  of  the  battalion,  ])ut  I  did  not  believe  that  under 
the  most  favorable  circanistance^  they  could  reach  Sioux  City 
sooner  than  tlie  10th  or  15th  prxohno.  T  will  not  delay  a  moment 
unnecessarily  in  dispatching  the  battalion  after  it  shall  be 
mounted,  armed  and  equipped. 

34-Pt.  3-71  IT.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Culpeper,  Va.,  April  9,  186-1—2:30  p.  m. 

(Received  3  :30  p.  m.) 

Maj.-Gen.  IT.  AY.  Halleck,- 
Chief  of  Staif: 

Letters  from  Secretary  of  Interior  and  Comniissioner  ot 
Indian  Affairs,  indorsing  letters  from  P.  Chouteau  &  Co.,  of 
Saint  Louis,  requesting  to  be  furnished  means  of  defense  and 
protection  in  transporting  Indian  goods  i>p  Missouri  River, 
have  been  received  from  Secretary  of  War.  Please  direct  the 
officeT  in  charge  of  Saint  Louis  arsenal  to  furnish  them  two 
12-pounder  howitzers  and  200  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  Gen- 
eral Curtis  to  furnish  them  a  detail  of  30  men  from  troops 
nearest  the  ^^tis.ouri  River  to  protect  Government  property. 
Telegraph  copies  of  each  order  to  P.  Chouteau  &  Co.,  Saint 
Louis. 

34-Pt.  3-112.  U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieiitenant-General. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ^linn..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

'    ,       Saint  Paul  ^limi.,  April  9,  1864. 

Ma.i.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  dispatch  of  tlie  4tb  instant.  Your  order  prohibiting  the 
departure  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  Minnesota  Volunteers  until 
order.s  to  the  contrary  .ire  sent  me  from  department  headquar- 
ters will  be  complied  with,  and  the  detachments  of  that  regi- 
ment now  stationed  along  the  outer  defenses  of  the  frontier 
will  be  directed  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  move  as 
soon  as  marching  orders  reach  them. 

I  cannot  but  believe  that  tlie  latter  part  of  y.)ur  jlispatch 
is  based  upon  a  misapprehension  of  the  force  in  tins  district. 
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Leaving  the  Sixth  regiment  out  of  the  estimate,  I  have  under 
my  command  the  Eighth  Kegiment  :\linnesota  Volunteer  In- 
faiitry,  numbering  800  effective  men;  the  Second  Minnesota 
Cavalry,  about  1,050  men:  Hatch's  battalion,  about  350  men; 
the  Third  ^Minnesota  Battery,  about  125  men.  and'  the  invalid 
or  veteran  corps,  numbering  about  150.    The  first  named  regi- 
ment (to  be  mounted)  with  eight  companies  Second  Cavalry 
and  two  sections  of  the  battery,  say  1,500  men,  or  perhaps 
1,600,  are  to  be  dispatched  in  accordance  with  your  directions 
to  join  General  Sully.    I  shall  then  be  without  any  infantry 
force  to  establish  the  two  posts  in  the  interior,  and  the  rest 
of  the  military  strength  specified  will  be  barely  sufficient  to 
garrison  the  posts  already  in  existence  and  guard  the  frontier 
against  hostile  raids.     Brackett's  battalion  is,  of  course,  not 
embraced  in  the  foregoing  enumeration,  it  being  under  march- 
ing orders  for  Sioux  City.     Forts  Abercrombie,  Ripley  and 
Ridgely  should  not  be  garrisoned  by  less  than  two  companies 
each,  and  tlie  Veteran  Reserve  detachment  will  be  required  at 
Fort  Snelling. 

There  are  some  exposed  stations  along  the  extensive  line 
which  should  be  occupied  by  small  detachments,  and  to  effect 
all  these  objects  you  will  perceive  I  shall  be  left  with  a  force 
all  told  ©f  not  more  than  one  regiment  of  men.  To  enable  me 
to  carry  out  your  plan  for  the  establishment  of  the  posts  on 
eFames  River  and  Devil's  Lake  the  First  Regiment  should  be 
ordered  on  duty  in  this  district  without  delay.  Its  three  year's 
term  of  service  expires  on  the  29th  instant,  when  many  of  the 
veterans  will  be  mustered  out,  leaving  between  300  and  400, 
including  recruits.  The  ranks  can,  I  think,  be  filled  up  to  the 
minimum,  at  least  in  time  to  enable  me  to  dispatch  a  force 
sufficient  for  the  two  posts. 

IL  n.  SIBLEY.  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
N.  B.— I  did  not  advert  to  another  fact,  as  I  perhaps  should 
have  done,  and  that  is  the  necessity  of  having  some  dependable 
force  on  h.uid  to  enforce  the  draft.    It  is  Governor  :Miller's' 
belief,  as  well  as  my  own,  that  in  some  localities  in  this  State 
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there  will  be  resistance  unless  there  is  a  military  force  on  hand 
to  compel  submission. 

34-Pt.  3-113.  H.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Cojnmanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the:  Northwest, 

:\[ihvaukee,  April  13,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  11.  H.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  Minnesota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn.: 
General:  Your  letter  of  9th  instant  to  the  major-general 
commanding  is  received,  and  I  am  directed  by  him  to  advise 
you  that  the  Sixth  .Minnesota  lUgiment  will  remain  under  your 
orders  until  its  place  can  be  supplied  by  the  Eighth  Regiment 
on  its  return  from  expedition. 

A  telegraphic  dispatch  to  you  to  that  effect  is  sent  you 
today,  and  I  enclose  a  copy  of  it.  ^ 

J.  P.  MPXINE,  Acting  Assistant 
Adjutant-General. 

(Inclosure) 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  April  13,  1864. 

h  r  i  ga  d  i  e  r-G  e  n  er  a  1  S  i  b  1  ey , 
Saint  Paul,  Minn.: 

You  misinterpret  my  dispatch  of  the  4th.  The  Sixth 
Kegiment  will  not  leave  ]\linuesota  at  all  until  return  of  Eighth 
Reginient  from  expedition,  but  is  to  be  used  precisely  as  if  no 
orders  on  the  subject  of  the  regiment  had  been  issued.  It  was 
useless  to  notify  the  companies  about  being  in  readiness  to 
march. 

34-Pt.  3-151  JXO.  POPE,  ^lajor-General, 


.Alilwaukee,  AYis.,  April  13,  1864. 

.  (Received  4.45  p.  m.) 

]\lajor-General  llalleck: 

Following  disj)atch  just  received.  It  is  vitally  important 
that  these  horses  be  imiiunliately  furnished,  otherwise  the  whole 
of  the  militarv  operations,  in  the  Indian  country  will  be  brought 
to  a  stop : 
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'      Davenport,  April  13,  lS6-i. 

Major-Geueral  Pope, 

Commandinjz  Department  of  the  Northwest : 

Of  the  500  horsey  required  by  nie  not  230  are  yet  pro- 
cured I  fear  the  horses  will  not  be  procured;  for  the  tmie 
for  the  contract  has  passed.  Can  I  get  authority  to  purchase 
at  $140,  or  below  that  f 

SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 
ai-Ft.  3-151  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General. 


AVashington,  D.  C,  April  14,  1864—3.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Pope, 
Milwaukee,  AVis. : 

The  Secretary  of  "War  autliorizes  the  purchase  of  horses 
to  eoniplfcte  General  Sully's  command,  as  proposed  in  your  tele- 
^lam  of  yesterday. 

34-Pt   3-159.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  :Major-General, 

Chief*  of  Staff. 


(Confidential)  Washington,  April  14,  1864. 

Major-General  Pope, 
Milwaukee : 

General:  Hearing  that  your  report  on  Indian  affairs  had 
been  grossly  misrepresented  by  parties  interested  in  perpet- 
uating the  present  system  of  frauds,  I  applied  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  have  it  published.  He  gave  his  consent,  and 
the  copy  received  from  you  today  will  immediately  be  put 
in  the  hands  of  the  printi-r.  So  far  as  1  leani  from  honest  men 
acquainted  or  connected  with  Indian  affairs  of  the  northwest, 
your  policy  is  the  correct  one.  XevertheU-ss,  it  will  be  strongly 
opposed  by  nearly  everybody  connected  with  the  Department 
of  the  Interior.  Bishop  AVhipple,  of  :\Iinnesota,  has-  just  been 
here  on  Indian  business.  I  called  his  attiuiiou  to  your  report, 
and  he  called  at  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  see  it.  At 
hrst  they  pretended  that  it  had  been  misliiid,  but  he  finally 
got  an  opportunity  to  read  it.  lb  approved  it  entirely,  and  as 
soon  as  it  is  published  he  will  call  attention  to  it  through  the 
press  of  ^linnesota. 

34-Pt.  3-159.  H.  W.  IIAU.KCK. 
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:\lihvaiikee,  Wis.,  April  14,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  SuUy. 
Davejiport,  Iowa: 

The  tliree  companies  infantry  will  leave  here  Tuesday  aft- 
ernoon; arrive  in  Saint  Loui.^  AVednesday  morning.  AVhen  will 
you  be  in  Saint  Louis? 

34-Pt.  3-159.  J.  F.  :\IELIXP:.  Acting  Assistant 

Adjutant-General. 


Milwaukee.  Wis.,  April  15,  1864. 

r.'rigadier-General  Sibley. 
Saint  Paul,  ]\Iinn.: 

Please  assigji  tlie  horses  as  tliey  arrive  from  LaCrosse, 
first  to  the  troops  you  are  to  send  to  Sully.  There  may  be  a 
short  delay  in  the  arrival  of  the  last  lot  of  horses  for  your  dis- 
trict, but  Sully's  force  must  be  mounted  first  and  sent  to  him 
as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit.  Acknowledge  receipt  of  this 
telegram. 

34-Pt.  3-168.  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General. 


Ileadquarttrs  Department  *'»f  the  Northwest, 

]^lilwaukee,  Wis.,  April  15,  1864.  ■  ■ 

Capt.  John  Feilner, 

First  l^.  S.  Cavalry.  Enirineer: 

Captain:  In  addition  to  your  duties  as  typographical 
engineer  of  the  expedition  of  General  Sully  into  the  Indian 
country,  you  will  please  make  to  tliese  headctuarters  upon  your' 
return  as  full  a  repe~»rt  as  possible  upon  the  geology,  botany, 
natural  history,  and  physical  character  generally  of  tlie  region 
over  which  the  operations  of  the  expedition  will  extend.  As 
full  meteorological  observations  should  be  made  as  opportunity 
and  the  means  at  your  disposal  render  practicable.  I  need  not 
remind  you  of  tlie  iinportant  results  to  science  which  will  ensue 
from  even  a  partial  success  in  these  ol^servations. 

General  Sully  has  In^en  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  letter; 
and  will  give  you  all  the  assistance  at  his  conunand  ni  carrying 
out  these  instructions  as  far  as  circumstances  will  permit.  I 
have  myself  made  very  complete  collections.-  both  of  natural 
history  and  botanical  and  mincralogical  specimens,  by  instruct- 
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ing  two  or  three  enlisted  men  how  to  make  them,  and  keeping 
ti-em  constantly  employed.  I  need  not  suggest  to  you  that  it 
ici  best  to  bring  in  specimens  of  everything,  however  common, 
as  it  IS  of  as  much,  if  indeed  not  of  jnore,  interest  to  science 
to  determine  the  geographical  distribution  of  known  species 
than  to  discover  what  is  ne^v. 

The  ordinary  extra  pay  will  be  given  to  enlisted  men  em- 
ployed by  you  in  this  service. 

34-Pt.  3-168.  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

]Miuwaukee,  Wis-..  April  18,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa  : 

General:  Late  information  from  the  Upper  ^Missouri  River 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  Uncpapa  andi  other  Teton 
Sioux  will  cross  to  the  north  side  of  the  ^lissouri  and  endeavor 
to  effect  a  junction  with  the  Yanktonais  on  or  near  the  James 
River.  In  case  you  find  this  information  true,  you  had  prob- 
ably better  select  your  point  of  junetiou  with  the  forces  going 
to  you  from  ^Minnesota,  somewhere  east  of  the  ^lissouri  River, 
perhapy  on  the  James  River. 

You  will  be  able  to  decide  in  time,  and  as  soon  as  you 
do,  if  any,  other  point  be  selected  than  the  mouth  of  Bordache 
Creek,  notify  General  Sibley  at  once,  as  well  as  myself,  by  tele- 
graph from  Council  Blulfs,  as  also  by  letter.  General  Davidson 
issued  his  order  about  the  horses  at  Des  ]\loines  under  a  mis- 
apprehension, and  has3  revoked  it  liandsomely,  and  with  an  oft'er 
of  any  assistance  in  his  power  in  fitting  you  out.  Will  you 
please  return  him  my  thanks. 

34-Pt.  3-219.  JXO.  POPP:,  .Alajor-General, 

Commanding. 


^Milwaukee.  Wis.,  April  18,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 
Davenport,  Iowa: 

The  three  c*om[)anies  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  left  this  morning. 
Will  be  "at.  Saint  Louis  tomorrow  (Tuesday)   morning.  Tele- 
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^raph  at  once  to  proper  otiicer  in  Saint  Louis  to  meet  and  make 
provision  for  them. 

34-Pt.  3-220.  JNO.  POPE,  :\Iajor-General, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  April  19,  1864. 
Brig. -Gen.  Benjamin  Alvurd, 

Commanding  District  of  Oregon  : 
General: 

Your  idea  of  a  water  communication,  via  the  Yellows-tone 
is  a  new  one,  but  it  strikers  me  very  favorably.  Of  course 
it  will  give  facilities  for  moving  supplies,  which  must  have 
great  consideration  in  the  establishment  of  posts.  But  I  fear 
navigation  will  not  be  of  much  account  up  that  river,  for  the 
Missouri  itself  is  not  worth  much  above  the  Running  Waters 
(Niobrara).  However  this  may  be.  I  sup{)Ose  these  routes 
west  of  the  ^Minnesota  will  be  fully  explored,  not  only  by  the 
steamboats  of  ^Ir.  Chouteau,  but  by  a  movement  sent  out  by 
General  Pope,  under  General  Sully,  which  moves  across  from 
Saint  Paul  toward  the  headwaters  of  the  Yellowstone.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  be  in  communication  with  you  in  relation  to  niMt- 
ters  appertainino;  to  the  develoi)nu  nt  of  the  country  to  which 
your  letter  refers,  as  it  is  not  only  a  matter  of  great  military 
importance.  1)ut  also  of  interest  to  the  whole  nation  in  view  of 
its  onward  progres-s. 

I  may  refer  your  letter  for  information  to  AYashington, 
but  I  suppose  your  intercourse  with  the  head  of  our  branch 
of  the  service  through  your  delegate  is  more  useful,  as  it  is 
more  direct  and  certain.  I  cannot  give  any  determined  answer 
as  to  what  I  will  do,  for  it  is  not  yet  certain  that  Idaho  will  be 
a  permanent  part  of  my  connnand.  as  it  has  never  been  so 
designated,  but  reports  and  iicts  with  these  headquarters  as  a 
convenienee  and  sort  of  courtesy.  It  is  innnediately  west  of 
General  Pope's  depai'tnuMit,  and  nuiy.  after  this  summer  cam- 
paign, be  attached  to  that  department.  I  am  obliged  to  you 
for  your  information,  and  assui'e  you  again  I  will  co-operate 
with  you  to  the  best  of  my  abilities. 

3-1-Pt.  :V2:«.  S.  K.  CURTIS,  :^{ajor-General. 
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Fort  Lyon,  April  19,  1864. 

John  Evans, 

Governor  of  Colorado  Territory. 

Dear  Governor:  *  *  **I  sent  out  Jolin  Powers,  a  trusty 
young  man  Avho  lives  with  a  Cheyenne  s-quaw,  to  learn  what 
lie  coiild.  He  came  back  a  few  days  since  and  reports,  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  Sioux  have  been  to  the  Cheyennes  with  the 
war  pipe,  urging  them  to  join  against  tlie  whites,  but  ilniy  all 
disclaimed  all  intention  to  do  so.  *  *  * 
84-Pt.  3-234.  S.  G.  COLLEY,  Indian  Agent. 


AVashington,  April  19.  18G4— 3  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant : 

The  Iowa  delegation  in  House  of  Kepresentatives  and  Sena- 
tors Wilkinson  and  Washburne  urge  strenuously  the  with- 
drawal o£  all  infantry  forces  from  the  Northwestern  Depart- 
ment as  needless  and  expensive  tliere,  while  the  troops  would 
be  useful  in  active  service',  ^vhich  they  are  anxious  to  be  en- 
gaged in.  As  you  have  the  subject  under  consideration  it  is 
proper  to  appraise  you  of  these  opin-ions.  They  affirm  that 
1,500  or  2,000  is  the  whole  force  needed  in  tliat  department. 
34-Pt.  3-234.  H.  ^X.  HALLECK,  .Alajor-General. 


Culpeper,  Ya.,  April  19,  18G4.— 8.20  p.  m. 

(Keceived  9  p.  m.) 
]\raj.-Gen.  PL  AY.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Before  ordering  General  Pope  to  send  any  troops  from 
his  departmejit  I  was  waiting  to  s-ee  liis  reasons  for  retaining 
the  number  lie  has.  Aly  own  opinion,  -has  been  that  a  small 
force  of  cavalry,  with  but  very  litth^^  infantry,  was  all  that  he 
required.  I  would  advise  that  he  ])e  ordered  to  send  all  the 
infantry  he  can  possi])ly  spare  to  AYasliington  at  once. 
34-Pt.  3-235  U.  S.  GIIAXT.  Lieutenant-Generak 


Washington,  April  20,  1864.  — 10.40  a.  m. 

]\Iajor-General  Pope, 
Mihvaukee,  Wis. : 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  directs   that  vou  send   all  the 
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infantry  yon  can  possibly  spare  to  Washington  at  once. 
34-Pt.  3-243.  HALLECK,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  April  22,  1864.— 2.50  p.  m. 

Major-General  Pope : 

General  Sibley's  letter  of  April  6,  with  your  endorsement 
of  the  11th,  is  received.  The  Secretary  of  War  authorizes  you 
to  make  such  disposition  as  you  may  deeui  best  for  guarding 
and  supporting  those  Indian  women  and  all  other  Indian  cap,- 
tives  which  may  come  within  your  military  possession  during 
the  war. 

34-Pt.  3-263.  IT.  W.  HALLECK,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  April  22,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  ^Minnesota: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  is  received.  Of  course 
it  the  supplies  fail  to  arrive  in  time,  Braekett's  battalion  will 
not  be  able  to  reach  Sioux  City  by  the  5th  of  'May.  1  don't 
think  it  is  of  conseciuenee  that  it  should.  But  the  condition 
of  the  Minnesota  River  need  not  and  must^not  delay  the  march 
of  the  colunui  which  is  to  join  General  Sully.  This  force  only 
needs  to  carry  provisions  enough*  for  the  march  to  the  Mis- 
souri River,  say  fifteen  says  (a  large  allowance)  from  JMan- 
kato.  No  depot  of  supplies  need  to  be  established  for  this 
column,  as  it  could  march  with  the  proper  supplies  to  last  to 
the  Missouri  quite  easily,  even  from  Saint  Paul.  If  you  will 
calculate  you  will  find  that  1,500  men  will  consume  2,800 
pounds  of  commissary  stores  per  day  (beef  being  driven  on 
the  hoof)  ;  therefore  twenty  wagons  will  carry  twenty  days' 
supply  of  rations  for  this  force. 

I  mention  this  to  you  because  it  is  essential  that  the 
troops  for  General  Sully  be  not  delayed  on  any  account  what- 
ever. Their  movement  is  iiot  in  any  wny  dependent  upon  the 
condition  of  the  ^Minnesota  River,  and  ought  not  to  be  upon 
anything  else.    Very  little  else  than  supplies  sufficient  to  carry 
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them  to  the  Missouri  is  necessary,  as  all  their  ainnuinition,  etc., 
has  been  sent  up  the  :viissouri  by  General  Sully.    Your  letter 
makes  me  luieasy,  and  I  cannot  understand  what  occasion  there 
is  for  depots  for  a  light  column  of  troops,  which  has  not  cer- 
tainly over  twenty  days'  march  to  make  to  reach  abundant  sup- 
plies.   I  shall  trust  to  you,  General,  that  no  such  delay  as  you 
hint  of  be  permitted  to  be  made.    The  horses  I  send  you  are 
Canadian  ponies,  small,  but  strong-  and  hardy,  and  uuich  better 
able  to  endure  the  hardship  of  a  eampaiorn  on  the  plains  than 
American  horses.    I  inclose  copy  of  a  letter  to  General  Sully 
ioT  your  information.     Don't  rely  upon   any  uncertainty  of 
river  navigation,  but  when  the  time  comes  be  ready  to  move 
everything  whether  the  river  is  liiiih  ov  low. 
34.pt.  3-263.  JOHN  POPE,  ^Major-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :Minn.,  April  12,  1864. 
Lieut-Col.  William  Pfaender. 

Commanding  Second  Su])-Disti-ict.  Saint  Peter: 

Colonel:    Your  dispatch  of  18th  instant  has  been  received 
at  these  headquarters.    Although  the  , order  to  the  Sixth  Regi- 
ment .^Minnesota  Volunteers  has  V^ecn  for  the  present  suspended, 
it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Rrigndier-General  commanding  to 
retain  detachments  at  all  the  posts,  alung  the  line  during  the 
entire  season.    If  the  raids  are  attempted  by  liostile  Indians 
they  will  occur  probably  early  in  the  season,  and  as  the  opera- 
tions marked  out  Avill  require  the  greater  part  of  the  force  now 
in  the  district  to  be  employed  either  in  the  field  or  in  the 
establishment  of  new  p(xsts.  you  will  please  bear  in  mind  that 
the  arrangement  nuide  for  the  ont posts  are  but  temporary  in 
their  character.    You  will  ple.nse  instrucf  the  ofhcer  in  com- 
mand at  Fort  Ridgely  and  Mankato  to  make  fre(pient  reports 
of  the  st.'ige  of  the  Avater  in   the  :\linnesota   River,   at  the 
respective   points,   to    these   headquarters.     Such  information 
is  very  important  in   determining   the  time   for  sending  up 
supplies  for  the  expedition,  etc.    You  are  authorized  to  make 
such  chanires  in  the  position  of  detachments  as  you  suggest. 
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that  do  not  involve  any  additional  expense  to  the  Government. 
34-Pt.  3-263.  K.  c.  OLIX,  xVssistant  Adju- 

tant-General. 


lldqrs.  Dist.  of  .Alinn..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  April  22,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Sully; 
Saint  Louis : 

General:  1  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  10th 
instant.  I  supposed  it  was  understood  between  us  that  you 
were  to  furnish  packsaddles  for  all  the  mules  that  might"^  be 
required,  consequently  I  liave  made  no  requisition  for  that 
article,  and  you  will  have  to  furnish  them.  I  telegraphed  you 
1  would  send  400  mules  and  perhaps  more.  I  have  today 
received  enough  horses  to  mount  Brackett^s  battalion,  hnt 
some  time  will  be  reciuired  to  shoe  them,  and  the  anus  and 
equipment  have  not  as  yet  arrived,  but  are  en  route.  I  have 
accordingly  this  day  issued  the  order  for  the  march  of  the 
battalion  from  Fort  Sneliing  on  .Alay  2  for  Sioux  City.  If  not 
detained  by  unforseen  obstacles  the  command  should  reach 
the  latter  point  on  15th  or  16th  of  that  month.  The  Minnesota 
Kiver  is  low  and  falling,  and  I  fear  embarrassment  and  del^y 
in  getting  my  supplies  to  the  point  of  departure,  but  1  shall 
strain  eveiw  nerve  to  have  the  main  cohunn  oft'  by  the  1st  of 
June,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible.  The  spring  has  been 
backAvard  here,  the  ice  having  gone  out  of  Lake  Pepin  much 
later  than  usual. 

The  information  I  gave  you  in  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant 
was  based  entirely  upon  the  reports  of  Indians  who 
have  come  from  the  Alissouri  Coteau.  I  have  scouts  out  on 
the  Upper  James  lUver,  from  whom  1  expect  a  report  very  soon 
which  can  be  relied  on.  and  which,  when  received.  I  will  com- 
municate to  you.  I  have  telegraphed  you  today  to  know 
whether  Bordaehe  Creek  is  the  same  as  laid  down  in  War- 
ren's maj)  as-  Bourbeuse^  River,  near  Little  Soldier's  village. 
I  cannot  find  a  nuip.  which  has  the  former  marked  upon  it, 

Gas^'^'^'Hlp;V'T''--iv:  \'^-'^  ^-•'"'-^^  ^^"^1  f'^triok 

rtver--  an.  H  nn  V  ;  .^^y;^/-  I^V'^'t.;nant  Warren  caUs  it  '-Bourbeuse 
rl  I'  if,  V  '  'H^''  It  '-Hordache  Creek/'  AN'e  now  know  it  as  Sprins- 
Creek,  m   northern   CampbeU  countv.   South   Dakota  ^pti'i^. 
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aud  it  is  of  course  highly  necessary  to  be  as  precise  as  possible 
as  to  the  point  of  junction  of  our  respective  forces. 

It  is  understood,  I  believe,  between  us  that  all  of  the 
loree  that  will  be  dispatched  from  this  district  to  join  you  is 
to  be  returned  at  the  conclusion  of  the  joint  operations  of  the 
campaign,  and  I  am  making  my  disposition  accordingly.  I  am 
very  much  exorcised  with  regard  to  the  post  at  Devil's  Lake, 
Avhich  I  fear  will  be  retarded  until  too  late  properly  to  hunt 
and  protect  the  men  and  supply  it  with  indispensable  articles. 
Scurvy  is  much  to  be  dreaded  at  these  distant  stations  wiiere 
vegetable  diet  is  impracticable,  and  where  the  command  must 
necessarily  be  confined  to  animal  food.  Several  cases  have 
already  occurred  at  Fort  Abercrombie  and  posts  on  this  side 
during  the  present  season.  Please  write  me  fully  upon  any 
points  which  I  should  be  informed  of. 

34-Pt.  3-264.  II.  11.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


lldqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  April  26,  1861. 

•\laj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
^Milwaukee :  ^ 

General.  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  dispatch  of  22d  instant.  I  nuist  have  been  very  unfor- 
tunate in  expressing  myself  in  my  last  dispatch,  to  which  yours 
was  intended  to  reply,  if  you  were  led  to  fear  that  there  would 
be  any  delay  in  the  movements  of  the  force  from  this  district 
to  join  General  Sully  which  could  be  avoided  by  human  efforts 
or  energy.  Nor  did  1  intend,  by  using  the  term  depot,  to  con- 
vey any  other  meaning  tluui  that  a  particular  point  on  the 
Upper  :^linnesota  River  would  be  designated  as  a  point  of  con- 
centration for  the  column,  the  companies  to  compose  which,  be- 
ing required  to  move  from  opposite  and  different  directions, 
must  necessarily  have  a  specified  rendezvous  from  which  to 
march. 

I  have  selected  Camp  Pope  (of  IS63)  as  the  most  con- 
venient spot  for  that  purpose,  and  my  intention  is  that  the 
force  •shall  move  on  2Sth  :\lay  from  there,  if  the  animals  can 
possibly  subsist  on  the  grass  and  the  horses  arrive  here  in 
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lime.  Thus  far  only  492  of  the  hitter  have  been  received  at 
Fort  Snelling,  and  200  are  now  on  their  way  from  LaCrosse. 
I  tnist  they  will  be  shipped  more  rapidly,  so  as  to  avoid  delay 
on  that  score.  I  have  never  failed  you  yet.  General,  in  obeying 
your  orders  punctually  as  to  time  and  every  other  particular, 
and  I  beg  to  dismiss  from  your  mind  any  uneasiness  or  appre- 
hension as  to  the  arrival  of  the  forces  from  this  district  at  the 
designated  point  of  junction  with  General  Sully.  :My  under- 
standing with  him  is  tluit  my  detachnu'nt  will  be  there  on  20th 
June,  and  I  intend  it  sliall  be.  I  shall  probably  superintend  the 
departure  in  person. 

The  last  reports  from  above  are  of  the  date  19th  instant, 
from  IMajor  Brown,  at  Fort  Abercromltie.  A  half-breed  scout 
had  arrived  who  stated  that  the  uiulerstanding  is  among  the 
upper  bands  that  the  Yanktonais  are  decided  in  their  hostility. 
•There  were  a  good  many  Indians  on  the  James  River  near  Bone 
Hill.  The  Sissetons  had  not  as  yet  given  their  reply  to  the 
conditions  upon  which  peace  would  be  granted  them.  Major 
Brown's  scouts-  sent  to  comnmnicate  with  them  having  been 
detained  by  a  severe  snow-storm,  which  covered  the  ground  to 
a  depth  of  two  feet.  I  shall  probably  have  their  reports  within 
a  week. 

34-Pt.  3-305.  PT.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ]\linn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn.,  April  27,  1864. 

Col.  Frederick  ^Myers, 

Chief  Q.  M.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest,  :\Iilwaukee: 

Colonel:    If  the  horses  are  not  forwarded  more  rapidly, 
the  expedition  will  be  delayed.    Up  to  25th  less  than  700  were 
received,  including  200  last  shipped  from  LaCrosse. 
34-Pt.  3-314.  H.  IL.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  April  27,  1864. 

Col.  M.  T.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Sub-District,  Saint  Cloud: 

Colonel:  You  will  receive  for  your  guidance  a  copy  of 
the  special  order  issued  26th  instant,  designating  the  forces  to 
compose  the  column  to  join  General  Sully's  command  on  the 
^lissouri  River.  You  will  at  once  dispatch  copies  of  so  much 
of  that  order  as  may  be  necessary  to  those  officers  in  your 
sub-district  whos-e  commands  are  embraced  in  it,  so  that  there 
may  be  perfect  concert  of  action  when  the  period  for  concen- 
tration at  Sauk  Center  shall  arrive.  The  troops  in  garrison 
who  are  specified  as  a  part  of  the  expeditionary  forces  will 
march  to  that  point  as  they  are  successively  relieved.  The 
stations  at  Pomme  de  Terre  and  Alexandria  will  be  occupied 
by  detachments  of  Major  Hatch's  battalion,  that  officer  having- 
already  been  so  instructed.  A  small  detachment  will  be  left 
in  garrison  at  Sauk  Center,  probably  not  more  than  25  or  30 
men,  and  the  post  at  Fort  Ripley  will  be  garrisoned  by  those 
men  of  your  regiment  who  are  not  fit  for  active  duty  in  the 
field,  as  specified  in  same  order.  The  Brigadier-General  com- 
manding depends  upon  you  to  exercise  the  strictest  scrutiny 
in  the  examination  of  the  several  companies  of  your  regiment, 
so  that  none  be  taken  on  the  expedition' but  men  in  sound  and 
healthy  condition,  so  that  the  column  be  not  encumbered  on  tJie 
march 'with  invalids.  The  men  left  behind  will  be  useful  in 
performing  indispensable  garrison  duty.  Company  F,  o^  the 
Eighth  regiment,  except  such  men  as  are  required  to  secure  the 
public  property  while  in  transportation  from  Princeton,  will 
be  dispatched  in  due  time  to-  aid  in  taking  charge  of  the  horses 
for  the  regiment,  and  it  may  be  that  detachments  from  other 
companies  will  also  be  necessary  for  the  same  purpose.  You 
will  be  duly  notified  on  this  point  when  the  horses  shall  have 
been  received  at  Fort  Snelling. 

34-Pt.  3-314.  R.  C.  OLIN,  Assistant  Adjutant-General.  • 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  28,  1864. 

Bi-igaclier-Genernl  Sibley, 
Saint  Paul : 

General:  Yours  of  the  22d  just  received.  I  have  sent  up 
pack-saddles  for  all  your  mules  required.  I  have  also  this  day 
directed  Captain  Bagg,  quartermaster,  to  have  grain  deposited 
at  points  from  Spirit  Lake  to  Sioux  City  for  the  use  of 
Brackett's  battalion.  Bordache  Creek  is  a  creek  emptying  into 
the  Missouri  near  Little  Soldier's  village.  Of  course,  I  under- 
stand it,  all  the  troops  you  send  me  will  be  returned  you.  Do 
you  intend  any  of  them  for  Devil's  Lake  ?  They  might  start  for 
there  without  going  ])ack. 

I  have  a  letter  which  states  that  the  Indians  have  a  piece 
cf  artillery  with  which  they  intend  to  stop  boats  going  up  the 
river.  I  have  not  learned  the  caliber,  but  suppose  it  cannot  be 
very  formidable.  I  expected  to  have  left  here  before  this,  but 
have  been  detained  by  bad  weather,  preventing  the  loading  of 
the  boats,  and  slow  work  of  the  quartermaster  in  charge  of 
transportation,  but  shall  leave  Sunda\'  without  fail  for  Sioux 
City. 

;;4-Pt.  3-330.  ALF.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 


Milwaukee,  Wis.,  April  29,  186L 
(Received  1.40  p..  m.) 

]\Lnjor-General  ITalleck: 

There  is  no  difficulty  on  any  route  in  reaching  the  ^lissouri 
Kiver  from  the  east.  1  have  only  been  able  to  find  one  man 
who  knows  anythiniz  personally  of  the  country  north  of  the 
Platte— between  that  river  i\i\d  the  Upp^'^'  Missouri.  Below 
Fort  Bention  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  region  north  of  the 
Black  Hills  is-  practicable  anywhere,  but  enough  is  not  known 
of  it  to  enable  me  to  express  an  opinion  of  the  best  route. 
(Jeneral  Sully's  expedition  this  summer  will  probably  explore 
:t  thoroughly.  Until  nu)re  is  known  of  its  detailed  topography  I 
cannot  recommend  any  particular  route;  probably  the  course 
of  Grand  River  will  be  the  l)est. 

34-Pt.  3-355.  JNO.  POPE,  .Major-General. 
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Milwaukee,  Wis.,  April  29,  1864. 

General  Sibley, 
Saint  Paul,  IMinu.: 

There  is  not  the  slightest  clamper  of  the  Sixth  being-  ordered 
away.  I  have  communicated  both  with  General  ITalleck  and 
Mr.  Stanton,  and  have  their  assurance  that  it  shall  not  be  done. 
3-1-Pt.  3-355.  JNO.  POPE,  :\rajor-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  April  29,  1864. 

Ma j. -Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee  : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  dispatch  of  25th  instant,  relative  to  the  disposition  to  be 
made  of  the  Sisseton  Sioux  should  tliey  tender  their  submission 
to  the  Government  in  compliance  with  the  terms.  I  have  pre- 
viously instructed  special  agent  ]Major  Brown  that  they  would 
in  such  case  be  required  to  repair  to  such  point  at  or  near 
Devil's  Lake  as  might  be  designated.  I  have  dispatched  to  him 
at  Fort  Abercrombie  a  copy  of  your  directions,  to  be  communi- 
cated as-  speedily  as  possible  to  the  bands  referred  to. 

The  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the,  Sissetons  to  surrender 
themselves  is,  I  think,  attributable  to  the  fact  that  some  of 
those  .who  participated  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Abercrombie  in 
September,  1862,  are  fearful  that  they  will  be  punished,  and 
they  have  taken  advantage  of  the  reports  spread  by  some  of  the 
Indians  who  escaped  to  the  prairies  from  the  ^lissouri  reserva- 
tion to  impres-s  upon  the  large  majority  that  they  would  be 
held  as  quasi  prisoners  and  l)adly  provided  for,  if  they  should 
submit.  Still,  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  they  will  comply 
wdth  the  conditions  vouchsafed  them. 

34-Pt.  3-356.  H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General. 

Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

SaiDt  Paul,  Minn.,  April  29,  1864. 

?iIaj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee : 

General:    Since  I  wrote  you  of  this  date  I  have  received 
a  ]ono:  and  very  interesting'  dis])atcli  from   ]^Iajor  Brown,  a 
special  agent,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose.* 
You  will  perceive  that  tlie  mass  of  the  Sissetons,  as  represented 
by  the  principal  men,  are  willing-  to  accede  to  any  terms  that 
will  give  them  peace.    Your  instructions  will  tend  greatly  to 
satisfy  them  of  the  frieiidly  iiitentions  of  the  Government  to- 
ward those  who  sincei-ely  desire  a  restoration  of  the  pacific 
relations  existing  before  the  outbreak  of  1862.    These  band- 
Avere  the  last  to  be  forced  into  a  hostile  position,  and  they  were 
\ery  severely  punished  in  the  battle  of  Big  :\[ound  with  the 
forces  under  my   command,   and  they,   in  common  with  the 
other  bands,  have  undergone  great  suffering  during  the  past 
winter  in  consequence.    They  seem  now  to  have  entirely  sepa- 
rated themselves  from  the  disMffeetod  Yanktonais.    ^ly  previous 
reports  to  you  as  to  the  junction  of  these  latter  with  the  Tetons 
and  other  evil-disposed  Sioux  on  this  side  of  the  :\lissouri  are 
corroborated  by  ^la.ior  Brown's  scouts. 

34-Pt.  3-356.  H.  H.  SIBTiEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

^Milwaukee.  Wis.,  April  30,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Sibley: 

I  answered  yesterday,  by  telegraph,  your  letter  concerning 
the  Sixth  regiment,  which  will  not  be  withdrawn  from  ]\Iinne- 
sota  until  the  summer  campaign  is  over.  I  do  not  understand 
that  your  dispatch  to  Colonel  ]\lyers  about  delay  in  conseciuence 
of  non-arrival  of  horses.  One  thousand  have  already  reached 
you,  and  I  presume  300  more,  at  least,  will  be  in  Saint  Paul  by 
the  time  this  letter  reaches  you.  Let  us  understand.  You 
were  to  send  1,600  mounted  men  to  Sully.  A  large  part  of  this 
force  is  to  be  infantry,  who  will  be  mounted  mostly,   as  I 

*Not  Found. 
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understand  you,  on  horses  turned  in  by  First  Mounted  Rangers 
(nuistered  out).  About  2,000  horses  are  to  go  up  to  Samt  Paul 
to  mount  Second  Cavalry  and  Bracket! 's  and  Hatcli  s  bat- 
talions. 

You  have  now  fully  1,000  horses  besides  those  fo-r  Brackett. 
These  with  the  horses  of  the  late  mounted  rangers,  are  nearly 
'A\  th-it  you  need  for  the  force  you  are  to  send  to  the  Missouri. 
A  week  or  so,  more  or  less,  is  not  of  importance  in  remounting 
Hatch's  battalion  and  the  balance  of  the  Second  Cavalry.  I 
cannot,  therefore,  see  how  a  delay  of  a  few  days  in  forwarding: 
the  remainder  of  the  horses  can  in  the  least  aft'ect  the  sendm- 
of  tlie  force  to  iSuUv.  I  am  thus  particular  and  urgent,  General, 
because  it  is  very  essential  that  your  force  should  reach  Sully 
in  time  I  cannot  endure  the  idea  of  delay,  for  which  the 
views  you  present  do  not,  in  my  judgment,  contain  any  suffi- 
cient  reason.  I  have  never  supposed  you  would  not  do  every- 
thing in  your  power,  but  I  have  a  little  feared  that  you  are 
overparticular  and  might  possibly  occasion  delay  by  adheruig 
to  arrangements  and  to  tbe  completion  of  minute  details  which, 
although  judicious,  are  not  es-sential. 

In  relation  of  the  Sixth  Regiment,  it  is  proper  for  you  to 
bear  in  mind  the  following  views:  Four  companies  of  infantry 
are  to  establish  the  post  at  DeviFs  Lake  and  four  companies 
on  James  River.  Of  course,  as  you  send  otf  nearly  the  whole 
Eio-hth  Regiment  mounted,  these  companies  must  come  from  the 
Sixth  but  as  soon  as  the  campaign  is  over,  the  four  companies 
of  the  Sixth  at  each  of  these  posts  are  to  be  replaced  by  three 
companies  at  each  post  of  the  Eighth  Regiment.  Thus  sik 
companies  of  the  Eighth  will  be  left  to  garrison  (as  infantry) 
the  posts  at  Devil's  Lake  and  Jame.  River,  relievmg  the  com- 
panies of  the  Sixth.  The  other  fom-  companies  of  the  EightH, 
together  with  the  eight  companies  of  the  Sixth,  will  then  return 
to'^AIinnesota,  brin-incr  with  them  all  the  horses  upon  which 
the  infantrv  was  mounted  for  the  campaign.  The  whole  of  the 
Sixth  Keoiment  will  then  be  assembled  and  sent  to  its  corps  on 
the  Potomac,  leavin-  you  for  your  district  one  reguueni  Ot 
infantry  and  one  regiment  and  a  ])attalion  of  cavalry. 

01  this  force,  you  will  have  for  :\linnesota  alone  four  com- 
panies of  infantry  and  six  companies  of  cavalry,  a  force  more 
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tliau  you  can  use  with  good  result  behiud  the  line  of  your 
large  posts  on  Devil's  Lake  and  James  River.  You  will  under- 
stand the  necessity  of  not  communicating  any  part  of  this  in- 
formation to  any  person  whatever  until  the  proper  time  conies 
to  give  the  order.  If  the  companies  of  the  Sixth  knew  they 
were  not  to  occupy  the  quarters  at  Devil's  Lake  and  James 
Kiver  of  course  they  would  work  rehictantly  and  slowly.  '  They 
must  not,  therefore,  know  it  until  they  are  relieved  by  the 
companies  of  the  Eighth. 

34-Pt.  3-367.  JNO.  POPE,  Major-General, 

Commanding. 

lldcirs.  Dist.  of  .Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  .Minn.,  April  30,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 

District  of  Iowa,  Sioux  City: 

General:  I  have  received  dispatches  from  Fort  Aber- 
erombie  dated  23rd  instant.  My  scouts,  who  have  been  absent 
several  weeks,  and  visited  the  region  of  the  James  River,  report 
that  they  had  held  communication  with  ditferent  Indians  from 
the  .Missouri  camps,  and  the  information  they  obtained  cor- 
roborated previous  reports  as  to  the  hostile  disposition  of  the 
Yanktonais,  who  were  encamped  near  ^  the  mouth  of  Heart 
River,  on  the  north  side,  to  tiie  number  of  700  lodges. 

They  expect  to  b(  joined  by  250  or  300  lodges  of  Isanti 
Sioux,  and  the  disaffected  of  other  bands,  and  to  combine  ^vith 
the  Tetons  who,  to  the  number  of  1,000  lodges,  are  between 
Heart  River  and  Fort  CUirk.  They  claim  that  there  will  be  a 
concentration  of  -2,5(X)  lodges  to  give  battle  to  the  troops, 
should  they  attempt  to  penetrate  their  countiy,  and  meantime 
to  attack  all  steamers  atteuipting  to  ascend  the  river  or  over- 
land parties  of  emigrants.  All  accounth-  agree  that  their  in- 
tended point  of  junction  is  near  the  mouth  of  Heart  River. 
Some  of  the  Sisseton  head  men  have '  arrived  at  Fort  Aber- 
crombie,  and  given  tlieir  assent  to  the  only  terms  upon  which 
they  wiil  be  allowed  ptace. 

Those  desirous  of  a  restoration  of  friendly  relations  with 
the  Government  will  probably  nrnnber  200  or' 250  lodges  and 
they  have  been  directed  to  go  to  DeviFs  Lake,  where  "a  place 
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^vill  be  assigned  them,  and  where  they  will  receive  protection 
from  hostile  Indians  b\  the  military  authorities.  I  am  busily 
enr^aged  in  preparation  for  the  march  of  the  column  to  join 
vou  on  Bois  Cache  or  Bordache  Creek,  and  although  the  season 
is  backward  I  think  the  grass  will  subsist  the  animals  by  the 
1st  of  June,  when  the  detachment  will  move  from  the  desig- 
nated point  on  the  Upper  :MinnGsota  River.  Bracket's  battalion 
has  received  my  orders  to  march  to  Sioux  City  from  Fort 
Snelling  2d  proximo,  and  will  probably  reach  Sioux  City  by 
15th,  as  I  informed  you  in  a  previous  dispatch. 
34.pt.  3-368.  H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General. 

■  Commanding. 


Abstract  From  Retiu'n  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope.  U.  S.  Array,  Cammanding, 
For  the  Month  of  April.  1864. 


Command 


I  Present  ;  ^ 
I  for  Duty   |  *j 

1  

lOffi'rs  Men;  w 


Hea'dquarters 
Dist.  of  Wis.  (Smith) 
Dist  of  Minn.  (Sibley) 
Dist.  of  Iowa  (Sully) 


171      9;     261  261 
26'  646    7691  S30! 
142'2ST2i.-^512:3805| 
58  9621137011556; 

ill! 


.  i:Nniwaukee 
.  IMilwaukee 
;2lSaint  Paul 
SSDavenport 


Grand  Total 


243U4S9  5677  651' 
I        I  I 
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34-Pt.  3-372. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :\linn..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul.  :Minn.,  May  2,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope. 

Milwaukee :  •     i    i  • 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  23d  ultimo  was  received  this 
morning,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  as  foUow.s: 

In  explanation  of  my  dispatch  to  Licutenant-Coh)nel  ■:\ryers, 
J  beg  leave  to  state  that  at  the  time  it  was  sent  only  about  TOO 
horses  had  been  received  here  and  no  intelligence  could  bo 
obtahied  as  to  the  renuiinder.    Tlie  number  of  hor.es  left  here 
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was  but  750,  instead  of  1,000,  as  you  supposed.  A  large  sale 
oi*  unserviceable  animals  having  been  made  last  fall,  of  the  750 
cnly  about  600  could  be  relied  on  for  cavalry  service.  Of  the 
force  to  be  dispatched,  Braekett's  battalion  required  upward 
of  400;  the  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  800;  the  Eighth  Kegi- 
nient  at  least  720,  and  the  two  sections  of  the  battery,  say  20, 
making  1.940,  besides  about  40  for  tlie  scouts. 

All  these  1,980  aninuils  are  indispensable  for  the  expedi- 
tion, and  I  have  therefore  just  cause  to  be  alarmed  lest  delay 
should  be  occasioned  l)y  the  non-arrival  of  the  remainder.  Since 
then  other  shipments  have  been  received,  so  that  I  am  relieved 
of  my  anxiety  on  that  score.  Nine  iiundred  and  eighty-five 
have  reached  Fort  Siu-lling,  and  a  telegraphic  dispatch  has 
been  received  by  Captain  Carting  that  280  more  are  on  their 
way  from  LaCrosse.  The  other  horses  will  doubtless  arrive  in 
time. 

You  doubtless  understand  that  the  arrangement  between 
General  Sully  and  myself  contemplated  the  departure  of  my 
portion  of  the  forct  on  ]st  Juno  and  the  junction  with  him 
on  20th  of  that  month  on  Bordaclie  Creek.  From  the  very 
backAvard  character  of  the  spring  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  the  gi-ass  will  be  sutliciently  advanced  to  subsist  the  ani- 
mals before  that  time  If  it  should  prove  otherwise,  so  much 
the  better,  for  the-  column  will  be  prepared  to  march  as  soon 
as  the  season  will  perinit.  The  directions  with  regard  to  the 
disposition  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  will,  of  course,  be  complied 
with.  The  companies  destined  for  the  posts  at  James  Kiver  and 
Devil's  Lake  will  he  dispatched,  tlie  former  to  their  destination 
and  the  latter  to  the  Cheyenne,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
departure  of  the  main  colunm.  I  repeat  my  previous  assurance 
that  none  but  insurmountable  obstacles  will  delay  the  march 
of  the  column  at  the  appointed  time. 

34-Pt.  3-407.  H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding, 
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Ildqrs.  Dint,  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul.  .Miun.,  .May  2,  1864. 

]\inj.  A.  B.  Braekett, 

Coiiimancliiig  Braekett's  Battalion,  Fort  Sueliing: 

Major:  You  will  take  up  your  line  of  march  for  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  this-  day,  with  your  coniniand,  and  proceed  with  all 
practicable  expedition,  so  as  to  reach  that  point  by  15th  instant, 
if  possible.  Upon  your  arrival  you  will  at  once  report  for 
orders  to  Brigadier-General  Sully,  coninianding  the  District  of 
Iowa.  Your  route  Avill  be  by  way  of  Spirit  Lake  where  you 
will  find  forage ,  for  your  horses,  and  also  at  points  between 
there  and  Sioux  City. 

M-Pt.  3-408.  K.  C.  OLIX,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General. 


Headquarters  Oepartment  of  the  Xorthwest. 

Milwaukee,  AYis.,  May  3,  1864. 

General  A.  Sully, 

Conunanding.  etc.,  Sioux  City,  Iowa  : 

General:  I  send  inclosed  letter  from  General  Sibley  with 
report  of  Major  Brown,  in  charge  of  scouts  on  Cheyenne  River 
and  Coteau  des  J^rairies.  You  will  see  that  most  of  the  ]\lin- 
nesota  Sioux  have  surrendered  and  will  be  located  at  Devil's 
Lake,  near  the  militai-y  post.  Major  Brown's  re})ort  corrobo- 
rates the  concentration  of  the  "^'anktoiiais.  Uiicp-ipa.  Blackfeet. 
and  other  Teton  Sioux  on  the  Up{)er  Missouri,  where  I  earnestly 
hope  you  will  find  them  ready  for  battle.  A  few  details  about 
the  final  disposition  of  the  foi^ces  sent  you  from  ^Minnesota  I 
desire  to  give  you  here.  General  Sibley  will  send  tlie  whole 
of  the  Eighth  Reiximent  Minnesota  Cavalry,  and  Brackett'.«» 
battalion  of  cavalry,  numbering  in  all  about  1.000  men.  At 
the  conclusion  of  your  field  oj)e rations,  or  as  long  before  as 
you  think  judicious,  I  wish  these  forces  to  be  distributed  as 
follows: 

Pour  companies  of  the  Second  ^Minnesota  Cavalry,  with 
thi-ee  companies  of  the  Eii^hth  .Minnesota  Infanti'v  (mounted), 
I  wish  se^nt  to  the  post  at  Devil's  Lake.  They  can  go  from 
Long  LaK'e  in  (•liaro(^  of  n  train  of  supplies,  if  you  think'  it 
nccessaT-y.  as  it   pT-obably   will   be.     The   I'emninino'   foui-  com- 
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paiiies  of  Second  ^Minnesota  Cavalry  and  the  remaining  com- 
panies of  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Infantry  (mounted)  will  pro- 
ceed to  the  post  on  James  River,  where  the  cavalry  companies 
^nd  three  of  the  infantry  companies  will  take  post,  the  remain- 
ing infanti-y  companies  repairing  to  Camp  Pope  on  the  Min- 
JGesota,  to  report  by  letter  to  Genera]  Sibley.  Brackett's  cavalry 
h  assigned  to  your  district,  and  will  be  disposed  of  at  your 
discretion.  It  is  possible  that  you  will  find  it  judicious  to  use 
the  force  bei-ein  ordered  to  the  post  on  James  River  to  escort 
provision  trains  to  the  post  on  Devil's  Lake.  If  so,  they  can 
proceed  from  there  down  James  River  to  their  station.  The 
otlier  company  of  cavaliw  for  each  of  the  posts  (James  River 
and  Devil's  Lake)  will  be  sent  from  ^Minnesota. 

As  six  companies  of  the  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  Infantry  are 
sent  to  your  district,  I  was  obliged  to  send  the  Colonel  of 
the  regiment  with  them.  He  is  (like  Colonel  Xelson)  a  ^oor 
soldier,  tliough  otherwise  a  clever,  respectable  man.  Have  no 
hesitation  in  selecting  the  very  best  officers-,  without  regard  to 
rank,  to  cominand  tlie  posts  at  Long  Lake  and  on  the  Yellow- 
stone, sending-  officers  senior  to  them  down  the  river  to  pomts 
where  they  will  be  less  dangerous.  Communicate  frequently 
with  me,  as  I  desire  to  be  kept  advised  of  your  movements  and 
progress  constantly." 

34-Pt.  3-426.  JNO.  POPE,  :^Iajor-General. 

Commanding. 


Ileadquai-tei's  Department  of  the-  Northwest, 

:\Iilwaukee,  Wis.,  :\Iay  8,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  TL  H.  Sibley, 
Saint  ]*au],  :\Iinn.: 

Genei-al:  I  enclose  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  General 
Sully  for  your  information.  You  will  perceive'  the  arrnntre- 
ments  to  l^e  made  to  relieve  the  comi>anies  of  the  Sixth  Regi- 
ment at  DeviLs  Lake  and  on  James  River  as  soon  as  the  sum- 
mer cami);!ign  is  over.  One  moi'e  comp-iny  of  cavalry  you  must 
send  to  each  post  (Devil's  L;ike  and  James  River)  at  the  proper 
time.  Oi'ders  should  be  sent,  when  you  liear  of  the  close  of 
Sully's  operations'  or  of  the  movement  from  the  ^Missouri  of 
tht'  troops  i\>i;  the  post  at  Devil's  Lak»^.  for  the  co!fip-ini"S  of 
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the  Sixth  Regiment  to  return  to  Saii)t  Paul  as  soon  as  the 
companies  of  the  Eightli  reaeli  tliero.  Tlieso  order.  shouUl  not 
be  sent  till  the  last  moment,  for  the  reasons  stated  to  you  m  a 
former  communication  on  the  subject.  Such  orders  to  be  sent 
in  time  to  the  companies  of  the  Si^th  at  tlie  post  on  James 

Eiver.  .  ■     r,  i 

34.pt   3.426.  JNO.  POPE,  JIajor-General, 

Comnuinding. 


Headquarters  Depart}nent  of  the  Northwest,  - 
Milwaukee,  ^Vis.,  ISUy  4,  1864. 

General  H.  "\V.  llalleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army,  AVasliinuton.  D.  C. : 

General:    1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  informa- 
tion copy  of  a  leiter  from  General  Sibley,  eovermg  a  report 
from  Major  Brown,  stationed  on  the  .Minnesota  frontier.  From 
that  report  vou  will  perceive  that  200  lodges  (about  600  war- 
riors) of  the  Sissetons  and  other  bauds  of  ilinnesota  Sioux 
have  surrendered  to  the  U.  S.  forces,    I  have  instructed  Genera 
Sibley  in  the  event  of  tliis  surrender  to  locate  the  Indians  at 
Devil's  Lake,  near  the  military  post  to  be  established  there. 
1  have  sin.plv  promised  them  protection  from  hostile  Indians 
and  to  furnish  them  with  the  necessary  seed  corn  to  open  their 
farms    No  treatv  has  been  made  with  them,  nor  shall  I  permit 
the  treatv  thev"havc  violated  to  be  renewed  without  orders 
from  the'war  Department.    The  Indians  are  very  glad  of  the 
opportunitv  to  be  at  peace  with  the  whites,  and  wiU  keep  it, 
under  the  "surveillance  of  the  military  authorities,  without  any 
.  money  or  other  considerations   and   without   expense  to  the 

United  States.  . 

Their  lands  have  been  in  the  vicinity  of  Big  Stone  Lake, 
on  the  Upper  Minnesota  River,  which  they  cheerfully  abandon 
for  the  location  at  Devil's  Lake  and  the  assurance  of  not  being 
longer  at  war  with  the  wliites.  Any  consideration  which  the 
Government  decides  to  make  them  for  these  surrendered  _  lands 
will  be  matter  for  after  examination,  and  in  ti.e  disposition  of 
such  consideration  I  refer  you  for  my  opinion  to  my  letter  ot 
Februarv  6  to  tlie  Secretary  of  AYar.  Under  no  circumstances 
should  monev  or  goods  be  given  tlie  Indians,  except  m  li.e  man- 
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rer  and  under  the  circumstances  indicated  in  that  letter,  if  it 
i.  expected  to  maintain  peace  v/ith  them.  The  lands  they 
Jccupy  at  Devil's  Lake  are  claimed  by  the  hostile  Yanktonais, 
who  with  the  remainder  of  the  ^linnesota  i^ioux  and  with  the 
Teton  Sioux  from  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri,  are  now 
cossembled  on  the  banks  of  that  river  to  give  battle  to  General 
Sullv,  to  obstruct  navigation  of  the  river,  and  to  resist  the 
passa'c^e  of  emi-rants  across  the  upper  plains.  All  Inaians  are 
therefore  far  removed  from  the  frontiers  of  Minnesota,,  and 
hostilities  .:re  transferred  to  the  immediate  banks  of  the  ^lis- 
souri  River. 

As  soon  as  the  season  permits,  General  Sully  will  move 
^-ainst   these   combined   hands  with   force   sufficient   to  beat 
them  easilv,  and  he  will  then  endeavor,  and  I  trust  with  entire 
success,  to  locate  them  near  the  lar^e  posts  to  he  estaolished 
on  the  Missouri  and  James  Rivers  and  at  Devirs  Lake,  m  the 
manner  and  under  the  conditions  herein  designated  for  the 
Sisseton.  now  assembling  at  the  latter  place.    They  will  have 
the  entire  ran-e  of  the  buffalo  region  and  can  support  them- 
selves  as  thev%ilways  have  been  able  to  do,  without  treaties 
and  without  expense  to  the  Government.    Under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  these  military  posts,  I  do  not  apprehend  any 
further  Indian  troubles,   uides.  by   giving   them   money  and 
goods  they   are   again   made   a   temptation   to   white  traders 
and  gamblers.  . 
34-Pt    3-447.  .  ^'OPE,  ^tajor-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul.  :Minn.,  :May  5,  1864. 

Maj.  A.  B.  Brackett. 

Commandinir  Battalion,  en  route  to  Sioux  City: 

Major:-  General  Sibley  regrets-  to  learn  that  you  are  pro- 
c^ressincv  so  slowlv  in  consequence  of  the  poor  condition  of  the 
horses  \ut  nothin-  can  be  done  in  the  matter  to  remedy  the 
want  of  hav  fora-e  if  it  is  not  to  be  found  along  the  route.  It 
is  probable*  that  vou  will  be  able  to  obtain  supplies  at  ^lankato 
and  bevond  at  some  points.    The  General  desires  and  expects 
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that  you  will  make  as  much  expedition  on  your  march  as 
possible  without  breaking  down  your  horses.  You  could  cer- 
tainly be  able  to  reach  your  desi^rnation  by  the  18th  or  19th 

at  latest.  . 
34-Pt.  3,  469.  GEO.  W.  PEESCOTT,  Lieutenant,  Sixth  ^ 

T^Iinnesota  Volunteers,  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn.,  :\ray  6,  18G4. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 
Sioux  City : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  28th  ultimo  reached  me  on 
2d  instant.  Major  Brackett  marched  with  his  battaliou  for 
Sioux  City  on  2d  instant,  with  orders  to  reach  that  ponit  by 
the  15th  instant,  or  as  soon  as  practicable.  I  have  received  a 
eommunication  from  him  dated  the  4th,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  horses  furnished  him,  not  having  had  time  to  recruit 
from  the  fatigue  and  want  of  proper  care  incidental  to  their 
transportation  in  crowded  car^  and  barges  from  Detroit,  are 
not  in  condition  to  make  a  rapid  march,  and  that  he  may  not 
be  able  to  make  Sioux  City  before  22nd  instant,  lie  has  since 
received  instructions  to  proceed  with  as  much  expedition  as 
the  state  of  his  animals  will  allow,  and  I  trust  he  will  reach 
his  destination  not  later  than  20th. 

The  spring  is  very  backwad.  thus  far  there  being  hardly 
the  appearance  of  grass. 

The  detachment  designated  to  join  your  command  will  be 
prepared  to  leave  by  June  1,  if  the  gras-s  shall  be  sufficient  at 
that  time  to  subsist  the  horses  and  miile-s.    Bordache  Creek, 
from  the  description  you  give,  is  the.  same  as  is  named  Bois 
Cache.  Creek  on  ^Yarren's  map.  as  I  supposed.    It  empties^  into 
the  Missouri  a  short  distance  ])elow   Little  Soklier  s  village. 
Unless  some  unforseen  and  insurmounta])]e  obstacle  should  in- 
tervene.    I  have  no  doubt  that  the  troops  from  this  district 
will  reach  the  point  of  junction  with  your  forces  on  Bordache 
Creek  by  20th  proximo,  as  arranged  between  us  heretofore. 
As  they' will  necessarily  march  without  any  large  surplus  ot 
subsistence  it  will  be  necessary  for  you -to  make  the  nMpiisite 
arrangement  to  supply  them. 


-  V""" 
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I  shall  send  your  old  aequaintanoo,  Captam  Jones,  coiu- 
mandiiK'  Third  ^linnesota  Batterj',  with  the  section  ot  6-pounrt- 
ers  and"  one  section  of  mountain  howitzers,  with  the  column, 
a.  he  is  the  most  competent  man  I  know  of  to  be  placed  m 
ehar<.e  of  all  the  artillery.    I  understand  the  arrangen>ent 
about  the  post  at  Devil'.  Lake  to  be  that  I  am  to  dispatch- 
from  here  four  companies  of  infantry  to  the  Cheyenne  River, 
there  to  await  the  movement  of  your  expedition,  and  be  com- 
municated with  by  special  messengers,  as  soon  as  you  were 
prepared  to  dispense  with  the  troops  from  this  district;  that  the 
■  train  of  supplies  would  then  be  escorted  from  your  post  near 
the  mouth  of  Heart  River  to  Devil's  Lake,  the  four  companies 
of  infantry  to  form  a  junction  with  the  escort  forces  at  sou.e 
point  to  be  designated  on  the  Upper  Cheycmie. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  1  have  received  JIa.ior-General 
Pope's  instructions  to  you  of  3d  instant,  which  specify  the 
arrangements  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  force  at  the  posts 
at  Devil's  Lake  and  James  River  more  particularly.    I  need 
not  state  to  you  the  in.portauce  of  carrying  out  these  arrange- 
ments as  early  as  practicable  after  the  primary  objects  of  the 
campaign  are  consnuiu.ated.    The  post  at  Devil  s  Lake  should 
be  commenced  as  early  in  the  season  as  those  more  important 
considerations  will  permit.    I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  all  Uie 
information  you  can  give  me  bearing  upon  these  subjects  befoie 
vou  leave  Sioux  City  for  the  upper  country.    I  have  advice^, 
"from  Pembina  of  the  22d,  and  from  Fort  Ahercrombie  of  301h 
■  ultimo,  but  thev  contain  no  information  of  interest.    Some  ot 
the  scouts  were  daily  expected  from  James  River,  at  the  las 
named  post.    Should  any  additional  intelligence  reach  me  I  will 
not  fail  to  advise  you  without  delay.  .  ^  , 

34  Pt   3-489  SIRI'l'-Y,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ilinii..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul.  Minn..  May  7,  1864. 


Col.  Jit.  T.  Thomas. 

Commanding  First  Sub-Di>trict : 

Colonel:    Your  dispatch  of  3d  in>t:.nt.  covering  one 
Captain  Bulterlield.  at  Fot-t  Abercro,.!,io.  has  been  only  re- 
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eeived  at  these  liead(iuarters.  General  Sibley  feels  very  deepl>^ 
anxious  at  the  threatened  delay  in  relievino-  the  companies  of 
the  Eighth  bv  .Alajor  Hatch's  battalion.  If  the  companies  at 
Fort  Abercrombie.  Pomme  de  Terre,  and  Alexandria  cannot  be 
-relieved  so"  as  to  reach  Sauk  Centre  by  18th  instant  at  latest, 
they  must  march  across  by  Lake  Traverse  to  meet  the  re- 
mainder of  the  column  at  Inkpa  Kiver,  below  Lac-qui-parle, 
which  will  be  the  point  of  departure  from  the  waters  of  the 
Minnesota  River  acros-s  to  the  :\Iissouri.  It  seems,  however, 
hardly  probable  that  these  companies  will  not  be  able  to  con- 
centrate at  Sauk  Centre  before  ISth  instant. 

The  column  must  march  from  Camp  Pope  by  28th  instant, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  leave  the  mouth  of  the  Inkpa  River  by  1st 
June,  in  accordance  with  the  understanding  with  Brigadier- 
General   Sullv.     Everything   needful   is   being   dispatched  to 
Fort  Ridgely  with  all  the  rapidity  practicable,  except-  such 
stores  as  are  reciuisite  for  the  equipment  of  the  Eighth  Regi- 
ment at  Sauk  Centre  and  their  subsistence  on  the  march  to 
Fort  Ridgely.    The  cavalry  equipments-  of  the  regiment,  except 
such  as  will  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  men  who  will  take 
up  the  horses,  will  be  sent  to  Anoka  today  or  on  .Monday,-  as 
they  are  here  already.     It  is  hoped  that  the  transportation 
ordered  bv  Captain  Carting,   chief  quartermaster,  to   be  fur- 
nished by  ^  Captain  Kimball,  assistant  quartermaster,  wdl  be  m 
readiness  at  Anoka  to  take  the  equipments  and  subsistence  for- 
ward without  delay.    Xo  time  should  be  lost  in  pressing  every- 
thino-  forward,  as  the  orders  of  General  Pope  are  perenq.tory 
that^he  cohimn  shall  march  not  later  than  the  time  designated. 
Captain  :McCov.  with  his  company  and  a  detachment   of  -il 
deserters  from  the  rebel  army,  will  leave  on  tlie  9th  with  500 
horses  for  the  Eighth  Regiment,  and  Captain  Aldrich,  with 
the  portion  of  his  company  ordered  down  t<>r  that  purpose, 
will  take  charge  of  the  remainder  and  be  dispatched  as  soon 
as  possible.     General   Sibley   depends  upon  your  well-known 
energy  to  push  matters  forward  with  all  expedition.    The  com- 
numd  at  Fort  Ripley  should  move  at  once  to  Sauk  Centre  in  a 
direct  line  as  soon  as  relieved  by  the  enlisted  men  of  your 
regiment  not  tit  for  field  service,  who.  General  Sildey  supposes, 
will  form  a  detachm.'nt  of  50  oi-  HO  men  at  h-ast.    Sixteen  of 
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the  best  men  among  the  rebel  deserters  are  assigned  there  also 
for  garrison  duty.  You  wHl  order  Li- utenant  Harris  to  pro- 
ceed Avithoul  any  deUiy  to  that  post,  and  some  officer  will  be 
detailed  from  these  head(iurters  to  assume  his  command. 

Companies  B  and  G,  now  at  Ripley,  and  F,  at  Richmond, 
all  of  Second  Regiment  Cavalry,  will  accompany  the  Eighth 
Regiment  from  Sauk  Centre  to  Camp  Pope,  and  to  avoid  the 
delay  in  taldng  the  horses  for  Company  G  to  Fort  Ripley,  Cap- 
tain Nix  will  be  directed  to  j)roceed  directly  to  Sauk  Centre 
with  the  horses  for  his  company,  and  the  remaining  men  can 
proceed  overland  with  the  rest  of  the  companies  at  Fort  Ripley 
to  the  point  of  concent  rat  So  soon  as  you  have  placed 

everything  in  motion  to  ;iceomi)lish  tlie  intended  movements, 
and  deem  your  presence  at  Saint  CMoud  no  longer  indispensable, 
you  will  report  in  person  at  these  headquarters  to  receive  your 
final  instructions  from  the  P>riLradier-General  commanding.  The 
Missouri  River  is  representtd  to  be  in  good  condition  for 
steamers,  so  that  (Jcneral  Sully  will  not  likely  be  delayed  by 
low  water,  which  fact  renders  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  move- 
ment by  the  co-operating  column  from  this  district  so  much 
the  greater. 

o-f-Pt.  3-504.  R.  C..OLIX,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General. 


lldqrs.  Dist.  of  .Alinn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul.  :\linn.,  ^lay  10,  1864. 

G.  S.  Benson,  Esci., 

Chairman  Idaho  Emigrant  fleeting,  Shakopee : 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  conununication  of  9th  instant,  I  beg 
leave  to  state  that  I  have  no  knowledge,  official  or  otherwise, 
of  the  arrangements,  if  any  such  have  l>een  nuide,  for  an  escort 
to  emigrants  for  Idaho  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  A 
column  of  troops  from  tliis  district  will  leave  Camp  Pope,  on 
the  ^Minnesota  River,  21]  mik's  above  Fort  Ridirely,  on  or  about 
28th  instant,  undor  th(^  head  of  Colonel  Thomas,  of  the  Eighth 
•Minnesota  Volunteers,  to  join  Brigadier-i^enc-ral  Sully's  inuue- 
diate  command  at  a  point  designated  on  the  ]Missouri  River,  to 
operate  against  the  hostile  Sioux,  who  are  reliably  reported 
to  have  concentrated  in   force  below  lM)rt  Berthold  for  the 
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pnrpose  of  resisting  the  a.lvanee  of  the  U.  S  fo-- 
country,  and  to  attack  steamers  or  emigrant  paxlies  v,ho  aic 
proceeding  overland  througl.  their  country  to  Idaho. 

The  cohunn  fronr  this  side  will  be  of  sufficient  .treng  h 
to  protect  any  parties  who  desire  to  avad  themselves  of  tlie 
opporuu  itv  t'o  reach  the  Missouri  River.    After  the  Inchans  . 
St..e  been  met  and  routed.  General  Sully 's  untrue  mns  ^ 
from  Major-General  Pope  require  him  to  advance  as  tai  as  t  e 
Yellowstone  and  clear  the  country  of  hostile  savages.    T l  e 
pott  of  crossing  the  Missouri  will  depend  upon  eont.gen  es 
connected  with  the  expedition  which  cannot  be  foreseen,  and 
Ton  the  course  taken  by  the  n,ain  body  of  the  Indians  after 
Xy  sh  ll  have  experienced  a  defeat.    To  your  last  mcuiry, 
i  ther  I  should  "think  it  advisable  for  250  well-armed  enu- 
gvants  under  thorough  and  strict  discipline. 
leader,  to  attempt  the  journey  without  an  escort,     I  a,  ^  . 
emphatically  no !   Such  a  force  would,  iB  my  oP^^^n^  be  u  t .  i 
his  fficient  to  meet  and  repel  the  assault  which  would  lne^ it- 
aWv  be  made  upon  them  hy  a  force  of  savage  warriors  moie 
than  ten  times  snperior  in  numbers. 

The  nvowed  determination  of  these  great  prair.e  bands  is, 
ns  I  have  already  stated,  to  close  all  the  avenues  of  emigration 
U  rough  their  connfy,  and  they  will  resort  to  every  treacherous 
nd  bloody  means  to  ett:ect  it,  and  I  would  adv.se  no  party  o 
less  than  1,000  well-equipped  and  rel,al,le  men  to  atte.upt  a 
"  sage  in  advance  of  the  expediti-mary  colunui  of  Br.gadi  r 
Gene^^il  Sully.    After  the  enemy  have  been  routed  and  seyeiely 
p„   shed' as' they  surely  will  be  should  they  „>eet  the  troops 
L  battle,  as  is  altogether  probable,  a  comparat.veK-  smal  foiee 
vill  be  able  to  traverse  their  country  without  ser.ous  danger. 
I  live  no  information  relative  to  the  movements  or  nUentmus 

oi  Captain  Fisk.  , 
o,p,   0541  H.  11.  SIBLEY.  Bn«^adier-Genoral 
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General  Orders  No.  197. 

AVar  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

Washington,  May  12,  1864. 
The  new  posts  recently  established  in  the  Department  of 
the  Northwest  will  be  named  as  follows: 

The  post  on  James  River,  Fort  Wadsworth. 
The  post  at  Devil's  Lake,  Port  Hays. 
The  post  on  the  Upper  :Missouri,  Fort  Rice. 
The  post  on  the  Yellowstone  River,  Fort  Stevenson. 
By.  order  of  the  Secretary  of  AYar. 
34-Pt.  3-565.  E.  D.  TOWNSBND,  Assistant 

Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  AYis.,  May  12,  1864. 

Major-General  Ilalleek, 

Chief  of  Statf  of  the  Army,  AYashington,  D.  C. : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed  draft  of 
an  order  establishing  trade  regulations  with  the  Indian  tribes- 
in  this  department,  which  I  desire  to  publish.  To  avoid  con- 
flict of  authority  with  other  branches  qf  the  public  service,  it 
is  necessary  that  the  order  be  approved  and  authorized  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  It  is  therefore  respectfully 
submitted,  with  the  request  that  if  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  AYar  and  yourself,  the  eiulorsement  of  the  President  be 
obtained  and  the  order  returned  to  me. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  represent  to  you  that  some  such  regu- 
lations are  necessary  to  control  Indian  traders  in  their  deal- 
ings with  the  Indians  and  to  force  parties  now  uncontrolled 
and  irresponsible  to  conform  to  the  rules  of  fair  dealing  with 
the  Indians  which  are  enforced  by  law  in  transactions  of.  the 
same  character  with  white  men.  The  opposite  practice  has 
been  the  occasion  of  great  wrong  to  the  Indiums,  and  has 
excited  most  of  that  irritation  and  bad  feeling  from  wliicli 
Indian  hostilities  have  oriuintited.  In  justice  to  the  Indian  and 
to  the  Government,  wliich  is  in  fact  responsible  for  any  wrong 
i^oJie  to  him,  and  to  secure  peace  which  shall  possess  some  of 
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the  elements  of  permanency,  such  measures  should  be  adopted 
as  will  put  an  end  to  the  condition  of  things  in  this  respect 
which  now  exists. 

It  is  believed  that  the  inclosed  code  of  regulations,  if 
strictly  executed,  will  ett'ect  this  purpose.  It  is'not  necessary 
to  explain  to  you  in  detail  eacli  of  the  provisions  of  this  code 
iior  the  reasons  which  liave  dictated  them,  but  to  some  ex- 
planation of  one  or  two  of  them  I  desire  to  invite  your  atten- 
tion.   Article  XIII  provides  that : 

When  hostilities  break  out  with  any  tribe  of  Indians,  all 
trading  posts  in  reach  of  such  Indians  shall  be  closed  and  all 
trade  suspended  until  quiet  is  restored. 

At  present  the  Indian  trading  posts  are  established  at 
points  remote  from  military  posts,  so  that  Indians  are  offered 
inducements  to  keep  away  entirely  from  the  military  forces, 
I'he  very  opposite  should  ])e  the  object  of, the  Government,  and 
is  the  object  of  the  military  commanders  in  the  Indian  country. 
When  hostilities  break  out  in  one  part  of  the  country,  the  ho« 
tile  Indians  have  only  to  resort  to  distant  trading  posts  to  sup- 
ply themselves  with  amnuudtion,  etc.,  to  carry  hostilities-,  so 
that  the  only  persons  on  the  frontier  who  do  not  suffer  from 
Indian  wars  are  likely  to  be  the  Indian  traders. 

The  Indian,  being  at  any  time  able 'to  replenish  his  sup- 
plies at  these  irresponsible  trading  posts,  suffers  little  incon- 
venience from  hostilities.  The  trading  posts  have  been  located 
nt  remote  and  isolated  points,  and  even  if  the  traders  wished 
to  refuse  supidies  to  the  Indians  who  ai-e  committing  depreda- 
tions in  another  part  of  the  country  their  own  safety  forbids 
it.  They  are  therefore  as  dangerous  to  white  men  nearly  as 
Indians  themselves.  It  is  not  doubted,  either,  that  unfair 
dealings  with  the  Indians  ])y  these  traders,  Avho  are  neither 
overlooked  by  nor  responsible  to  any  authority,  is  the  occasion 
of  most  of  our  Indian  difficulties.  You  will  perceive  that  arti- 
cles III  and  XIII  provide  for  the  difficulties  likely  to  arise 
from  our  present  system  of  trading. 

By  these  articles  the  Indian  is  forced  to  resort  for  trade 
to  some  military  post  or  its  immediate  vicinity.  This  to  a  large 
extent  fixes  his  peririanent  abiding  pbu-e.  or  at  least  gives  him 
a  necessary  -phtce  of  resort,  where  very  fre(|u<;ntly  he  is  com- 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


265 


pelled  to  come  into  the  presence  and  under  the  supervision  of 
the  military  autliorities.  The  moment  hostilities  occur,  all 
trading  is  suspended  and  both  the  Indians  and  the  traders 
suffer  during  their  continuance.  It  therefore  becomes  the  in- 
terest of  both  to  restore  quiet,  and  traders  as  well  as  all  other 
Indians  are  at  once  enlisted  on  the  side  of  peace  by  the  force 
of  their  own  pecuniary  and  personal  interests.  It  is-  my  purpose 
also  hereafter  to  treat  ail  Indians  in  this  department  who  have 
been  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  in  hostilities,  as  prisoners 
to  the  United  States  as  soon  as  they  are  subdued  and  ask  for 
peace,  and  to  specify  to  each  tribe  thu^>  surrendering  the  trad- 
ing post  at  which  it  must  deal. 

No  treaty  will  be  nuide  with  them  and  no  expense  incurred 
by  the  Government  in  any  way.  The  liberties  of  the  Indians 
will  not  be  further  resti-ained  than  as  herein  indicated,  and 
they  Avill  be  permitted  to  roam  over  the  country  and  subsist 
themselves  in  the  same  way  as  in  times  past,  b}^  hunting  and 
trapping.  It  is  manifest  that  if  these  results  can  be  secured 
the  Indian  question  will  l)e  advanced  far  toward  a  final  settle- 
ment; and  as  I  believe  that  the  measures  hitherto  proposeel  and 
the  trade  regulations  herein  transmitteel  will  greatly  coneluce 
to  this  enel  they  are  respectfully  submitted  for  approval  anel 
for  the  indorsement  of  that  approval-  by  the  President. 
34-Pt.  8-5G5.  JXO.  POPE,  ^Major-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ]\linn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul  :\linn.,  :\lay  13,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 

Commanding  Dept.  of  the  Northwest,  ^lilwaukee.  Wis.: 

General .  *  *  j  anxiously  awaiting  further  infor- 
mation from  yourself  anel  Brigadier-General  Sully  relative  to 
the  stage  of  water  in  the  ]\iissouri  Eiver  and  the  probability 
of  General  Sully's-  forces  being  able  to  reach  the  designated 
point  of  junction  at  Bordaclie  Creek  at  the  time  indicated. 
The  detachment  from  this  district  will  without  doubt  be  able 
lo  reach  the  place  on  20th  proximo,  as  agreed  upon,  although 
tluis  far  we  have  hael  no'rain.  and  thei-e  is  consequently  less  grass 
than  we  had  last  year  at  this  season.    T  am  very  apprehensive 
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lest  the  troops  from  this  district  arrive  on  the  :^Iissoari  toa 
soon  to  enable  General  Sully  to  furnish  necessary  supplies. 
34-Pt.  3-578.  H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  May  13,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 
Sioux  City,  Iowa: 

General:    I  transmit  inclosed,  for  your  information  and 
guidance,  copy  of  letters  just  received  from  General  Sibley, 
giving  details  concerning  the  movements  of  the  column  wiiich 
marches  from  Minnesota  to  join  you,  together  with  the  quantity 
oJ!  supplies  they  will  carry  and  setting  forth  the  necessity  of 
having  supplies  for  them  in  time  upon  the  :^Iissouri  River.  I 
regret^  very  much  to  learn  that  the  :\lissouri  is  so  low  and.  so 
little  apparent  prospect  of  immediate  rise.    It  is  believed,  how- 
ever, that  the  spring  rise  from  the  mountains  has  not  yet  come 
down,  and  that  in  time  for  your  movement  the  river  will  be  in 
good  ' condition.     It  is  not  doubted  that  under  any  circum- 
stances (after  the  experience  of  last  year)  you  will  be  prepared 
to  carry  out  your  operations.    In  the  event  of  the  river  still 
continuing  too  low  for  navigation  in  time  for  you  to  send 
your  stores  up  to  Long  Lake,  some  other  mode  than  that  here- 
tofore indicated  must  be  adopted  for  tlie  supply  of  the  post  at 
Devil's  Lake.    It  will  not  be  difficult,  however,  to  supply  that 
post  by  train  from  :\Iinnesota  provided  timely  notification  be 
given. 

You  must  endeavor  by  wagon  or  otherwise  to  send  forward 
supplies  needed  for  the  post  near  mouth  of  Long  Lake,  as  it  is. 
quite  essential  that  that  post  be  established  and  supplied  this 
season.  Please  write  me  immediately  on  these  subjects  and  let 
me  know  the  present  and  prospective  condition  of  the  :Missouri; 
also  what  you  propose  in  case  there  is  no  hope  of  navigation 
above  Fort  Pierre.  Be  carefid  to  notify  me  in  time  by  tele- 
graph from  Council  Blutl's  in  case  you  cannot  send  u[>  .sufficient 
supplies  to  Long  Lake  for  the  o-arrison  at  Devil's  Lake,  as  I 
must  have  time  enough  to  contract  for  sending  the  supplies  by 
vv-av  of  Abercronibie.    It  is  e;irnestly  hr.ped  that  the  provisions- 
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herein  suggested  may  point  to  a  state  of  things  which  will 
not  occur/  but  after  our  experience  of  last  season  we  must  be 
prepared  for  the  worst, 

34-Pt-.  3-579.  JOHN  POPE,  Major-General, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

.Milwaukee,  Wis.,  May  18,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley, 

Commanaing  District  of  ^Minnesota: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  has  been  received. 
Your  letter  on  the  same  subject  was  forwarded  to  General 
Sully  ten  days  since,  with  instructions  to  him  to  report  to  me 
at  once  the  present  and  prospective  condition  of  the  Missouri 
Kiver  in  order  that,  if  necessary,  arrangements  might  be 
made  to  contract  for  the  forwarding  of  supplies  needed  for  the 
post  at  Devil's  Lake  from  JMinnesota.  '  He  was  also  directed  to 
be  sure  and  have  proper  arrangements  made  to  bring  the  force 
you  send  from  I\linnesota  to  join  him  to  such  poiut  in  time  that 
they  will  meet  with  the  necessary  supplies.  Concerning  the 
column  you  are  to  send  to  the  ^Missouri,  therefore,  you  need 
entertain  no  apprehensions. 

You  will  be  inforuied  in  time  concerning  the  supply  of 
the  post  at  Devil's  Lake;  meantime  execute  the  orders  you  have 
already  received  on  that  subject.  I  learu,  however,  from  the 
Saint  Louis  papers  of  the  Kith  instant  that  the  .Mississippi  is 
very  high  and  rising  at  that  place,  and  that  the  Missouri  River 
has  eight  feet  to  Leavenworth  and  fully  five  feet  to  Omaha.  It 
is  therefore  believed  that  the  spring  rise  will  soon  make  the 
^Missouri  navigable  for  the  class  of  boats  which  Sully  is  using. 
34-Pt.  3-662.  JNO.  POPE,  ]Major-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  .Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Nortliwest, 

Saint  Paul.  :\linn.,  .May  18,.  1864." 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest,  ^Milwaukee,  AVis. : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  fo'r  your  information 
that  Major  Hatch's  battalion,  after  a  long  detention  in  await- 
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ing  the  movements  of  tlie  steamer  on  Ked  River,  .  where  the 
water  is  at  an  exeeedinirly  low  staue,  reaelied  Frog  Point,  about 
90  miies  below  Fort  Abercrombie,  on  tlie  lOih  iiistact.  frorii 
which  tlie  march  would  be  made  overhuid,  so  as  to  reach  that 
I.cint  on  15th  or  16th,  in  time  to  relieve  the  companies  of  the 
Eighth  ^Minnesota  Volunteers  at  Abercrombie,  Pomme  de  Terr^ 
and  Alexandria,  so  that  they,  with  the  remainder  of  the  regi- 
ment, will  be  enabled  to  concentrate  at  Fort  Ridgely  on  28th 
instant,  the  day  designated  for  the  assembling  of  the  entire 
expeditionary  force  for  the  march  to  the  ^Missouri. 

I  regret  to  be  obliued  to  state  that  the  whole  country  is 
parched  up  in  conseciuence  of  unpi'ecedented  lack  of  rain  at 
this  season,  and  thus  far  there  is  hardly  the  appearance  of 
grass  upon  the  prairie,  which  may  seriously  impede  the  march 
CL  the  column  by  the  failing  of  the  animals  in  strength,  as  a 
necessary  result  of  want  of  forage.  If  the.  :\lissouri  region  has 
rot  been  visited  with  more  rain  thau  we  have,  I  have  grave 
apprehensions  lest  the  movements  of  Brigadier-General  Sully 
be  very  much  retarded.  I  trust  that  in  no  case  will  there  be 
any  failure  in  forwarding  subsistence  for  the  trooi^s  from  this 
district  to  the  designated  point  of  juncture,  as  they  will  leave 
Fort  Ridgely  with  but  thirty  days'  rations. 

I  have  no  advices  from  Genera]  Sully  since  he  left  Saint 
Louis  for  Sioux  City.    *    *  * 

H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 
Comnmnding. 

(Indorsement') 

PIeadr[uarters  Department  of  the  Xoi-thwest. 

:\lilwaukee.  :\lay  21.  18(U. 
Respectfully  transmitted  to  :Major-General  ITalleck. 
34-Pt.  2-6G2.     '  JNO.  POPE.  ]^lajor-General. 

Commanding. 
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Ildqrs.  Dist.  of  :\liiin.,  Dept.  of  the  Xortliwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  May  IS,  1864. 

Mr.  G.  Renville, 

Scouts'  Camp,  Skunk  Lake: 

I  send  you  instructions  for  Paul  r\luzzah-kuteni-annee  and 
Frank  IMcClairc  to  come  down  and  join  the  expedition  against 
the  hostile  Indians  on  the  IMis-souri.  The  others  will  remain  in 
your  camp  until  further  orders.  There  will  be  troops  sent  soon 
to  James  River  and  the  Cheyeiuie.  You  must  be  careful  and 
not  allow  any  of  the  friendly  Indians  to  stray  away  from  your 
camp,  or  they  may  be  killed  by  the  soldiers.  xVs  soon  as  you  see 
my  soldiers  you  must  hoist  a  white  flag  and  let  them  know  who 
you  are,  so  that  no  mistake  may  occur.  Let  me  know  by  return 
of  Alex  LaFramboise  all  the  news  about  the  Indians,  etc.,  and 
should  you  kill  any  more  Indians  wlio  are  trying  to  do  mischief 
do  not  allow  your  men  to  scalp  or  cut  them  up,  for  that  is  not 
like  white  men  or  Christians. 

]\fajor  Brown  has  arrived,  here  and  will  go  Avith  the  expe- 
dition. 

34-Pt.  3-664.  IL  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ]\linn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  May  20,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
^Milwaukee : 

General:  Ten  Sioux  Indians  attacked  two  men  near  Gen- 
eral Sully's  post,  at  Spirit  Lake,  on  the  16th  instant,  and  were 
beaten  off,  losing  three  men  killed.  A  raid  has  also  been  made 
near  one  of  my  outposts  on  AYatonwan,  and  one  boy  killed 
and  a  man  wounded.  Extent  of  mischief  not  yet  known^ 
Proper  measures  have  been  taken  to  pursue  and  destroy  the 
party. 

34-Pt.  3-694.  -  H.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brioadier-General, 

Commanding. 
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ilihvaukee.  Wis.,  :May  20,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  SuUy. 

Sioux  City.  Iowa,  via  Council  Bluffs: 

The  troops  to  join  vou  from  ^linnesota  will  march  between 
May  25  and  June  1  for  Bordache  Creek,  from  the  Upper  M-.u- 
nesota  Biver,  with  thirty  days'  rations.  You  must  meet  them 
in  time  with  supplies  or  bring  them  to  a  point  where  they  can 

be  supplied  in  time.  .     ^  i 

34-Pt.  3-694.  JNO  l^O^E,  Major-General. ^ 


Headquarters  Departmenl  of  the  Xorthwest. 

Jlilwaukee,  Wis.,  May  21,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  H.  11.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  Minnesota,  ^^;lint  Paul: 

General :    Your  telegram  of  this  date  reporting  small  raids 
at  Spirit  Lake  and  ^^•atonwan  h:,s  been  received.     It  is  not 
necessary  to  telegraph  of  these  small  raids,  which  are  to  be 
expected  for  a  time.    Neither  is  it  judicious  m  other  ways  to 
riake  such  things  public,  as  they  only  tend  to  create  unneces- 
sary and  injurious  alarm  and  excitement  on  the  frontier.  \on 
will  aoree  with   me  that   excitement   of  this  kuid  is  both 
unnecelsarv  and  injurious  to  the  interests  both  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  State  of  ^linnesota.  and  .ueh  reports  ought  to  be 
kept  to  yourself,  unless,  indeed,  thee  are  important  reasons  to 
the  contrary. 

I  would  suggest  to  you  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  send 
one  companv  of  mou.ited  men  (or  cavalry)  with  each  detach- 
ment of  four  companies  of  the  Sixth  going  to  establish  the 
posts  at  Devil-s  Lake  and  on  Jaims  River.  If  necessary,  in 
order  to  do  this  vou  can  keep  back  one  company  of  infantry 
from  each  detachment  which  is  eli,".rged  with  establishing  these 
posts.  1  would  suggest  to  you  also  that  the  column  of  mounted 
men  under  Colonel  Thomas  destined  for  the  ilissouri  be  in- 
structed to  march  on  dilVereut  routes  and  spread  themselves 
as  much  as  judicious  over  the  eonutry,  so  as  to  reeoiinoiter  it 
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thoroughly  and  cut  off  and  destroy  any  small  bands  of  raiding 
Indians  which  may  be  near  the  frontier. 

JOHN  POPE,  IMajor-General,  Commanding. 
p_  s._If  Colonel  Thomas'  command  march  in  the  manner 
above  suggested,  he  must  be  careful  that  his  different  columns 
be  near  enough  to  concentrate  without  much  delay  in  case  oi 
necessity,  and  that  daily  comnumication  by  messenger  be  kept 
up  between  them.  « 
34-Pt.  3-712.  JOHN  POPE,  Major-General, 

Commandmg. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  ^linn.,  May  23,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest,  :\lilwaukee : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  your  dh.patch  of 
18th  instant  readied  me  yesterday.  I  am  ^lad  to  learn  that 
you  have  given  such  instructions  to  Brigadier-General  Sully 
as  will  insure  the  column  from  this-  district,  ordoi'cd  to  join 
him  on  the  ^Missouri,  aaainsl  any  failure  to  meet  with  necessary 
supplies.  I  am  glad  to  bo  abie  to  state  that  notwithstanding 
the  detention  in  the  transfer  of  Hatch's  battalion  from  Pem- 
bina to  Fort  Abercrombie,  to  relieve  the  troops  there  and  at 
the  small  posts  on  this  side,  by  reason  of  the  extremely  low 
.etage  of  water  in  Red  Kivtr,  the  battalion  arrived  at  the  last- 
named  post  so  as  to  enable  the  companies  of  the  Eighth  Regi- 
ment to  march  on  17th,  so  that  the  wliole  force  will  doubtless 
concentrate  at  Fort  Ridgely  in  time  for  the  departure  of  the 
column  on  1st  proximo,  as  agreed  upon  between  General  SuUy 
and  myself. 

I  propose  to  go  up  in  person  to  that  post  in  time  to  super- 
intend the  movement  and  satisfy  myself  of  the  efticient  state 
of  the  command,  and  I  shall  therefore  l)t  absent  ei^ht  or  ten 
days,  unless  other  important  business  shall  present  itself  to 
interfere  with  my  pur{)ose.  So  soon  as  the  expedition  is  fairly 
under  way  1  shall  forward  the  arrangements  for  the  James 
River  post,  and  to  dispateh  the  detachment  to  the  Cheyenne 
River  with  as  much   j-apidity  as  possi})le.     In  regard   to  the 
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Indians  who  have  proposed  to  submit  to  tlie  Goveninient  on 
the  terms  proposed  theiu  as  heretofore  eonnnunieated  to  you, 
I  beg-  leave  to  state  that  no  proniis't  or  intimation  has  been 
given  them  on  the  part  of  the  military  authorities  of  this  dis- 
trict or  the  special  agents,  that  they  would  receive  any  remun- 
eration from  the  Government,  except  that  I  authorized  :\Iajor 
Brown,  as  directed  by  you,  to  state  to  them  that  if  requisite 
you  would  instruct  me  to  furnish  theuj  with  seed-corn. 

I  shall  permit  no  interference  on  the  part  of  any  not  direct- 
ly connected  with  the  military  with  these  Indians.  A  portion 
of  them,  to  the  nujuber  of  sonu^  20  lodges,  are  now  encamped 
near  the  scouts'  camp  at  Skunk  Lake,  as-  I  have  not  deemed  it 
safe  or  just  to  insist  upon  their  removal  to  Devil's  Lake,  where 
they  would  doubtless  encounter  the  hostility  of  the  great  body 
who  are  in  favor  of  continuing  the  war,  before  the  movement 
of  the  troops  in  that  quarter  will  afford  them  the  necessary 
protection..  The  whole  number  of  the  friendly  disposed  Sisse- 
ton,  together  with  a  part  of  the  Cutheads  in  the  same  category, 
is  not  far  from  200  lodges-,  but  a  large  proportion  of  them  are 
deterred  from  joining  those  who  have  already  submitted  by 
the  threats  of  the  hostile  Sissetons  and  Yanktonais.  A  decided 
success  on  the  part  .of  Brigadier-General  Sully  will  nuich 
strengthen  the  ranks  .of  the  peace  party,  and  proportionally 
weaken  those  who  are  now  clamorous  foi'  war. 

A  just  and  conciliatory  policy  on  tlie  part  of  the  military 
authorities  can  be  made,  with  little  or  no  expense  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  elijiiinate  the  reallv  <i"uiltv  element  from  amon<^ 
these  upper  bands,  so  as  to  save  those  who  have  not  partici- 
pated willingly  in  the  war  against  tlie  Goveiiiment  from  the 
destruction  which  now  menaces  them.  But  this  can  only  be 
effected  by  disregarding  entirely  the  system  of  treaty  making 
which  has  heretofore  obtained,  and  placing  the  Indians  at  some 
suitable  spot  at  a  remote  distance  from  the  frontier,  under  the 
direct  guard  and  protection  of  the  military,  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  must  subsist  themselves  by  their  own  ex- 
ertions. A  small  sum'  to  be  expejuled  for  seeds  would  be  all 
that  would  be  requisite  to  insure  them  against  actual  want. 
The  region  along  the  upper  Cheyenne  Ixiver  and  Devil's  Lake 
Lake  will  not  be  recjaired  for  the  pur[)ose  of  white  settlments 
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for  half  a  centuiy  to  come,  and  the  bind  is  good  and  well 
adapted  for  the  residence  of  Indians-. 

H.  IL  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General  Commanding. 

34-Pt.  4-14. 


Washington,  D.  C,  :^lay  25,  1864-2:05  p.  m. 
Major-General  Pope, 
Milwaukee. 

You  wil]  immediately  send  the  Sixth  Minnesota  Regiment 
to  Helena,  Ark, 

H.  ^^\  HALLECK,  :\lajor-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

34-Pt.  4-40. 


Milwaukee,  Wis.,  May  25,  1864. 

General  H.  H.  Sibley, 
Saint  Paul,  ]\iinn. 

If  the  grass  is  not  high  enough  to  support  your  animals  by 
June  ,  you  are  authorized  to  dehiy  march  of  Thomas  for  eight 
or  ten  days.    Let  me  know  by  telegraph  .should  you  do  so. 

JXO.  POPE,  :\lajor-General. 

34-Pt.  4-40. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :\linn..  Depart,  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  Mum.,  :\Iay  25,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  . 
Milwaukee. 

My  column  will  be  ready  to  move  from  Fort  Ridgley  1st 
June.  I  think  the  grass  will  permit  the  march  by  5th.  I  will 
inform  you  in  time.  I  shall  go  to  superintend  departure  next 
week. 

H.  IT.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
34-Pt.  4-40. 
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Hdqrs  Dist.  of  ilinn..  Depart,  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul  Minn.,  May  2o,  1864. 

Col.  jr.  T.  Thomas, 

U  S  Volunteers.  Fort  Ridgley: 

Colonel:    You  l>ave  been  selected  by  the  brigadier-general 
co„nnand.ng.  on  account  of  his  belief  in  ^^-'^ 
and  discretion  as  an  officer,  to  command  the  expeditionary 
eolunm  designated  to  .join  Brigadier-General  Sully  on  the  Mis^ 
Luri  Biver,  to  operate  against  the  l-^^'^Sioux  Indian^,  and 
on  the  eve  of  your  departure  he  deems  .t  his  du  y  ^o^ 
such  instructions  and  make  such  suggestions,  «-ith  regard  to  the 
"u  s    to  be  pursued  by  you  as  may  tend  to  facibate  you 
operations.    You  ^vill  also  find  herewith  certihed  copy  of  th 
dh"  tions  of  Major-General  Pope  with  reference  to  the  general 
program„,e  of  the  campaign  by  which,  so  far  as  applicable  to 
your  command,  you  will  of  course  be  governed. 

The  first  point  to  be  decided  is  the  line  of  your  march  from 
Fort  Ridc^lev,  Crossing  the  Minnesota  River  at  the  post  ferry, 
!r  at^he^lower  agency;  you  wdl  follow  the  trail  o  the  expec  i 
tion  of  1863.  until  you  reach  the  Inkpa  River,  when  y-<^«  w  1 


take  the  old  route  up  the  valley  of  that^  str_eam  marked 
Warren-s  map  as  General  Sully's  route  of  l^o6.    ^^hUhe  it 
will  be  better  to  follow  it  until  you  cross  the  Coteau  de  P  ame 


dive^i;:  'to  ti;  iio^th  m  the  direction  of  the  moutli  of 
Maple  River,  a  tributary  of  the  James  River,  which  is  nea  ly 
east  of  the  point  on  Bordache  or  Bourbeuse  Cl-eek.  near  h 
Ssouxi.  which  is  specified  as  the  point   of  ., unction  with 
G  neral  SuUvs  comn.and.  nuist  be  deternuned  by  yours-  f 
!fter  consult;tion  with  Ma.,or  Brown  who  has  been  appou^ed 
chief  guide  and  chief  of  scouts  for  the  exped.tion    '1' -  ™der 
standing  with  General  Sully  is  that  our  -^P-'f,-; J"  f 
meet  on  Bordache  Creek  (Bourbeuse  on  ^Varren  s      P )  J  « 
20th  June,  and  you  will  please  bear  this  m  mnul  n.  regnlatn.. 
your  daily  marches.  . 

Second.    Unless  officers  and  n,en  are  fully       "uh    "  'th 
a  sen,e  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  treating  horses  k.ndh  and 
hXding  their  strength  as  nuich_  as  pos^ble.  the  coninuuK 
.-ill  soon  be  reduced  to  con.parative  '"effic.euc, .    ^  o  ill 
therefore  dve  and  enforce   the   strictest   orders   aganist  .  anv 
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cruelty  and  neglect  of  animals,  and  against  theii-  being  ridden 
faster  than  a  ^valk,  except  when  the  men  are  employed  on  serv- 
ice which  requires  more  speedy  action.  Much  can  be  done  to 
preserve  the  condition  and  strength  of  the  horses  by  a  vigilant 
supervision  on  the  part  of  the  ofHccrs. 

Thirdly.  The  utmost  care  should  be  taken,  not  only  while 
baiting  the  horses  bv  day,  but  in  securing  them  at  night,  to 
guard  against  a  stampede  by  Indians,  who  are  exceedingly  ex- 
pert in  creating  alarm  among-  animals.  The  same  '  remark 
should  applv  also  to  the  mules  and  beef-cattle.  These  latter 
should  be  corralled  inside'  of  the  wagons  in  the  center  of  the 
camp  at  night. 

Fourthly.    The  site  of  the  camp  will  always,  of  course,  be 
selected  with  a  view  to  facility  of  defense.    With  this  view  a 
high  commanding  ground  in  tlie  prairie,  remote  from  ravines 
and  thickets,  should  be  chosen,  and  the  camp  formed  m  a  hol- 
low square,  with  the  artillery  posted  at  the  opposite  angles,  so 
as  to  sweep  all  approaches  to  it.    So  soon  a.s  you  have  reached 
a  point  where  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  Indians  are  m  the 
vicinitv,  or  that  there  is  a  probability  that  attempts  will  be 
made  upon  the  camp,  the  line  of  sentinels  should  be  doubled, 
and  rifle-pits  made  every  night  in  which  two  or  more 
refuo-e  in  case  of  an  attack  and  hold  the  enemy  at  bay  until  full 
preparations  are  made  to  receive^  him.    Uo  not  spare  the  pick 
or  the  spade  where  there  is  cause  to  think  that  their  use  m  the 
construction  of  rifle-pits  or  earth-works  may  save  the  life  or 
limb  of  one  of  vour  men.    Labor  in  that  direction  is  always  wel 
bestowed,  and  'will  probably  save  you  from  the  confusion  and 
danger  of  a  night  attack  from  the  savages. 

You  will  be  accompanied  by  an  efficient  body  of  scouts 
who,  under  their  experienced  leader.  Ma.jor  Brown,  will  be  of 
incalculable  service.  Divided  into  two  equal  parts,  they  should 
be  made  to  do  duty  on  alternate  days,  far  in  the  advance  and 
cn  the  flanks  of  the  column  while  on  the  march,  so  as  to  give 
timelv  notice  of  the  presence  of  Indians.  General  Sully "s 
scouts  will  be  on  the  lookout  for  your  column  soon  after  the 
crossing  of  the  James  Kiver.  and  should  be  communicated  with 
as  soon  as  possible. 
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Due  precaution  should  be  taken  not  to  permit  any  violence 
to  be  otl'ered  to  Indians  who  approach  in  small  numbers  in  tlie 
daytime  with  a  flag  of  truce  or  other  evidence  of  friendly  in- 
tentions, as  it  is  possible  some  of  those  who  have  tendered  their 
submission  to  the  Government  may  be  found  on  James  River  or 
elsewhere  on  the  line  of  march.  Your  duty  is  to  report  to 
Brigadier-General  Sully  on  your  arrival  at  Bordache  or  Bour- 
beuse  Creek,  and  act  in  accordance  with  his  orders.  When  de- 
tached by  him  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  you  is  sufhciently 
indicated  in  the  instructions  from  department  headciuarters 
furnished  you  herewith.  Captain  Jones,  of  the  Third  :Minnesota 
Battery,  has  been  instrusted  witli  a  Warren  s  map,  properly 
mounted,  for  your  use.  You  will  be  expected  to  communicale 
with  these  headcpiarters  whenever  opportunity  offers,  and  to 
make  the  recpiisite  reports  of  your  command. 

R.  C.  GUN,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gineral. 

3i-Pt.  4-40. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  Wis..  ]^lay  25,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa. 

General:  I  again  invite  your  attention  to  my  letter  to  you 
of  the  13th  instant  and  to  my  telegram  of  the  20th  instant,  in 
relation  to  the  movement  of  the  force  to  be  sent  from  :\linnesola 
t(:  join  you  at  the  mouth  of  Bordache  Creek.  General  Sibley 
will  dispatch  this^  force  from  the  upper  :\linnesota  River  by  the 
30th  of  this  month,  with  thirty  days'  rations.  You  must  pro- 
vide for  their  supply  at  Bordache  Creek  or  elsewhere  at  the  ex- 
piration of  this  time. 

If  you  are  not  able  to  get  stores  to  Bordache  Creek  in  thne, 
send  the  necessary  orders  to  this  force  to  proceed  to  some  point 
lower  down  on  the  ^Missouri  River  where  you  can  supply  them. 
When  they  march  from  the  upper  :\liniiesota  they  pass  out 
General  Sibley's  jurisdictioii,  and  will  of  course  depend  upon 
you,  to  whom  they  are  ordered  to  report,  for  their  supply  after 
the  expiration  of  the  thirty  days  for  which  they  are  provided. 
The  unusual  and  excessive  drought  on  the  plains  west  of  the 
^linnesota  has  put  back  the  spring,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
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grass  will  be  sufficiently  advanced  by  June  1  to  supply  the  ani- 
mals.   I  have  directed  General  Sibley  in  this'  event  to  delay  the 
march  of  the  troops  for  eight  or  ten  days.    If  he  makes  this 
change  in  their  movements  you  will  be  duly  notified. 
34-Pt.  4-42.  JOIIX  POPE,  ^lajor-General 

Commanding. 


Milwaukee,  Wis.,  :\lay  26,  1864. 

(Received  11:45  a.  m.) 

jMajor-General  Hylleck: 

Sixth  "Minnesota  goes  this  evening  to  Cairo  by  rail. 

JOHN  }>OPE,  ^lajor-General. 

34-Pt.  4-56. 


:\lilwaukee,  Wis.,  May  26,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Sibley, 
Saint  Paul,  Minn. 

The  disasters  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  make  it  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  Sixtli  Kegiment  go  South.  You  will  please 
put  it  in  motion  for  Cario  by  rnil  without  delay.  It  is  to  report 
at  Helena,  Ark.  You  can  retain  400  men  of  Thomas'  force. 
Full  instructions  by  mail  today.  Don't  leave  Saint  Paul  until 
you  receive  them. 

JOIIX  J>OPE,  ^lajor-General. 

34-Pt.  4-56. 


Head(iuarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
:\Iilwaukee,  Wis.,  :\lav  26,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  IT.  H.  Sibley, 

General:  I  sent  you  a  dispatch  this  morning  directing 
that  the  Sixtl.  .Minnesota  [)i'oceed  without  delay  to  Helena. 
The  disaster  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  have  been  so  serious, 
and  the  condition  of  atl'airs  in  that  region  so  threatening,  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  considers  it  essential  that  the  Sixth  be 
sent.  We  must  therefore  do  the  best  we  can  without  it.  You 
were  authorized  in  my  dispatch  of  thi.>  elate  to  retain  400  men 
of  Thomas'  force.  Of  course  we  must  fen*  the  present  suspend 
the  attempt  to  establish  the  post  at  Devil's  Lake,  but  the  post 
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OB  Ja..es  River  must  be  begun  as  soon  as 

It  is  altogether  unlikely  that  Indian  raids  viU  f^^^^'l 
..ore  than  a  few  weeks,  and  when  they  eea.e,  as  they  doubtle  s 
vil  do  soon  after  Thonms  moves,  I  think  you  can  readily  re- 
11  Sie  plan  we  have  laid  out.  You  will  have  four  companies 
of  the  Second  Cavalry,  four  of  Hatch's  battalion  and  the  400 

-oil    re  authori/ed  to  withhold  from  Thomas    These  wi 
r  „i,   T  «,n  ^nre'  to  "-uard  vour  frontier  and  to  establish 

Se^Ttln  J  .:c:"r1;-::        we-cannot  do  better  Sully's  eam 
IZ  ut  least  that  portion  of  it  east  of  the  Missouri  River) 
bro:?ht  to  ^n  end  in  time  for  the  P-P^sed  .arrison 
for  Devil's  Lake,  to  transport  its  stores  from  the  post  on  the 
Sssoui-i  and  establish  the  post.    We  will,  '  :t 

this  as  the  season  progresses.  The  post  on  James  R  vei  is  a 
necestuy  and  I  relj  upon  you  to  see  that  it  is  ^oe^ted  as  soon 
as  prac  ieable.  ^Ve  must  do  the  best  we  can  with  the  means 
loft  us  and  depend  upon  renewed  energy  ^^^X^r^l 
complish  our  purposes.  I  shall  send  ^ '"^r  ^''"^jj 
Sully  who  will  doubtless  be  as  much  disappointed  as  youi.elt. 

JOHN  POPE.  ilajor-General,  Commanding. 

34-Pt.  4-57. 

Saint  Paul,  IMy  26,  1864.  , 

'  ''''^  G?nera'l-  ^our  dispatch  received,  and  orders  will  be  im- 
mediatelv  issued  accordingly.  Shall  I  contiW  Y'^^tZ 
for  the  posts  at  James  River  and  Devil's  Dake?  1  shall  have 
.0  adequate  force  to  establish  them  unless  I  denude  the  frontier 
of  troops,  which  you  probably  do  not  intend. 

H.  H.  SIBTjEY,  Bricadier-Gcncral,  Commanding. 

34-Pt.  4-57. 


Headquarters.  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
IMilwaukee,  Wis.,  May  26,  18G4.. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa : 

General-    I  have  transmitted  inclosed  copy  of  letter  to 
General  Sibley,  which  as  you  will  perceive,  ^-"-^-^^"^  f 
ishes  the  force  to  .join  you  fron.  ^linncsota.    Sibley  will  send 
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you  1,100  mounted  men,  besides  Brackett  s  battalion  and  the 
artillery.  At  least  1,500  men  will  join  you  from  Minnesota. 
With  this  force  joine'd  to  what  you  have  in  your  own  district 
you  will  be  obliged  to  conduct  your  operations.  If  you  think  it 
absolutely  essential  call  on  the  Governor  of  Iowa  to  send  four 
or  five  comx^anies  of  the  new  National  Guard  or  militia  which 
he  is  raising  to  the  frontier  of  Iowa,  to  such  points  as  you  may 
wish  to  giuird.  This  will  render  it  unnecessary  for  you  to 
leave  any  more  of  your  original  force  behind  than  you  first 
proposed. 

It  may,  and  I  suppose  will,  be  necessary  to  close  the  cam- 
paign, as  far  as  Colonel  Thomas'  force  are  coucerned,  some- 
what sooner  than  we  had  expected,  iu  order  that  he  may  have 
time  to  send  the  garrison  destined  for  Devil's  Lake,  and  estab- 
lish that  post  before  winter  sets  in.  If  you  do  not  hear  from 
me  to  the  contrary  please  consider  the  above  a  pail:  of  your  in- 
structions. In  case  you  can  get  .stores  up  to  the  mouth  of  Long 
Lake  so  as  to  esta])lisli  tlie  post  there,  the  forces  destined  for 
Devil's  Lake  and  escort  tlieir  supplies  to  that  point,  and  bo  in 
good  time  to  house  themselves  for  the  winter. 

In  the  event  you  are  not  able  to  do  more  than  accumulate 
at  Long  Lake  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  post  to  be  estab- 
lished at  that  point  you  must  notify  me  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  I  will  then  try  to  have  the  necessary  supplies  sent  to 
Devil's  Lake  from  Minnesota.  You  Avill  understand,  General,  it 
is  on  all  accounts  desirable  that  the  necessary  stores  for  Devil's 
Lake  be  accumulated  by  you  at  Long  Lake,  as  it  will  be  exceed- 
ingly difficult  and  expensive  to  send  them  from  IVlinnesota.  I 
regret  that  the  absolute  necessities  of  the  service  South  have 
s-omewhat  cramped  our  summer  operations,  but  we  must  do  the 
best  we  can,  and  make  up  i)y  additional  zeal  and  activity  for 
what  we  lose  in  force'. 

JOHN  POPE,  Ma  jor-General,  Commandins:. 

3LPt.  4-58. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  PauL  .AUnn..  :May  26,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  dis- 
patch of  21st  instant,  received  last  evening,  that  I  telegraphed 
the  facts  in  regard  to  the  recent  Indian  raids  principally  be- 
cause I  deemed  it  important  to  inform  you  at  the  earliest 
moment  of  this  danger  threatening  the  Iowa  frontier,  which  I 
had  reason  to  believe  was  les-s  efficiently  defended  than  that  of 
this  State,  that  you  might  give  such  orders  in  the  case  as  you 
might  deem  iieeessary.  In  accordance  given  me  verbally  whde 
in  Milwaukee,  I  have  taken  every  means  in  my  power  to  prevent 
circulation  of  sensational  rumors  from  the  frontier,  and  with 
this  particular  purpose  in  view  I  have  had  interviews  with  the 
managers  of  the  Press  and  Pioneer  newspapers-  of  this  city,  and 
promised,  if  thev  would  cease  to  publish  the  exaggerated  re- 
ports which  were  in  circulation,  to  furnish  them  such  authentic 
intelligence  of  operations  on  the  frontier  as  I  should  deem 
proper  to  have  published.  This  has  been  done,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  the  excitement  attendant  upon  the  late  raids  has 
been  neither  widespread  nor  injurious. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  keep  secret  any  of  the  outrages  ori 
the  border,  and  the  course  I  have  pursued  is  the  only  one  which 
seems  to  promise  success  in  quelling  needless  alarms  connected 
with  the  hostile  demonstrations  of  the  savages.  The  suggestions 
made  by  vou  as  to  the  mode  of  march  of  Thomas'  coUuun  will 
be  communicated  to  him.  and  carried  out  when  circinnstances 
render  it  safe  for  him  to  separate  his  command  while  on  the 
march.  I  had  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information  yester- 
day copv  of  my  instructions  to  Colonel  Thomas,  which  I  believe 
embodv'vour  views  and  intentions  so  far  as  it  was  necessary  to 
indicate  them,  he  being  also  furnislied  with  such  a  portion  of 
your  directions  to  General  Sully  and  myself  as  are  applicable. 

H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
34-Pt.  4-5S. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


281 


Headquarters  Departiiieiit  of  the  Northwest. 

:\Iilwaukee,  Wis.,  May  28,  1864. 

Geueral  IT.  II.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  .Minnesota: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  2-ith  instant,  covering  reports 
of  ^laj.  J.  R.  Brown,  dated  .May  14  and  15,  has  been  received. 
Dispatches  from  General  Sully  have  also  been  received  this 
morning  dated  at  Sioux  City.  .May  22.  He  reports  that  the 
Tetons  and  Yanktonais  concentrated  near  mouth  of  Heart 
River.  They  undei-took  a  raid  ui)on  Fort  Pierre,  but  were  re- 
pulsed and  followed  across  the  .  Missouri,  losing  their  blankets, 
robes,  etc.  The  :\lissouri  was  rising  at  the  date  of  his  lett'-r. 
with  good  prospects  of  a  sutlicieut  stage  in  the  river. 
34-Pt.  4-102.  JOHN  VOVE,  Major-General,  Commanding. 
S.— Brackett's  battalion  reached  Sioux  City. 


Ildqrs.  Dist.  of  :\linn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  :\Iay  29.  IS'vt. 

Col.  :SL  T.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Forces.  Fort  Ridgley : 
Colonel:  Recent  advices  from  Brigadier-General  Sully  re- 
quire a  change  in  the  ri)ute  to  some  extent,  as  laid  down  in  the 
instructions  sent  you  by  Captain  Kimball.  Yon  will,  instead 
of  crossing  the  James  Kiver  at  the  point  designated,  cross-  it  on 
the  route  marked  as  Captain  Sully's  route  of  1856  on  \Yari;cn's 
map,  so  as  to  pass  the  head  of  Snake  Kiver  where  he  did,,  and 
immediately  upon  arriving  at  James  River  you  will  dis-atch  3 
or  4  of  your  best  scouts  acquainted  with  the  countrv  along 
Nicollet \s' trail,  in  the  direction  of  East  :\kdicine  Knoll  River, 
until  they  meet  General  Sully's  s-conts.  who  will  have  his  o]-ders 
to  you  as  to  the  point  of  junction  with  his  command. 
34-Pt.  4-117.  H.       OLIN.  Assist-wt  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest.  . 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  ^lay  30,  1S64. 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  :Miiwaukee. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  of 
your  dispatch  of  26th  instant,  covering  one  of  a  like  tenor  to 
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Brigadier-General  Sully.  Your  orders  will  of  course  be  obeyed 
to  the  extent  of  my  ability,  although  I  will  not  attempt  to  con- 
ceal my  apprehensions  that  the  departure  of  the  Sixth  ^linne_ 
sota  Volunteers  will  leave  a  very  inadequate  force  for  the  se- 
curity of  our  extensive  frontier  in  the  present  critical  state  of 
our  relations  with  the  Indians.  As  it  will  be  necessary  for  me 
to  reduce  the  garrison  at  Fort  Snelling  to  the  lowest  practicable 
limit,  I  respectfully  ask  for  instruction  to  dispatch  the  Indian 
prisoners  there,  embracing  some  80  men,  women  and  children 
to  Davenport,  to  remain  there  with  the  other  captives  until  the/ 
are  otherwise  disposed  of.  I  do  not  embrace  Little  Six  and  his- 
co-chief  Medicine  Bottle  in  this  application,  as  I  propose  to 
try  them  here  for  their  manifold  crimes  by  a  military  com- 
mission. 

It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  furnish  troops  to  enforce  the 
draft  now  going  on  in  this  State,  and  I  fear  there  will  be 
serious  difficulty  in  some  of  the  counties.  The  preparations  for 
the  post  at  James  River  will  be  urged  forward  so  as  to  enable 
the  detachment  to  leave  by  15th  or  20th  proximo.  From  all  the 
information  1  can  obtain  there  is  no  point  on  the  James  River 
where  there  is  suliicient  timber  for  the  uses  ^of  a  military  post, 
and  should  this  prove  the  case  after  a  thorough  exploration  I 
'  shall  cause  the  post  to  be  established  at  the  head  of  the  Coteau, 
as  you  directed. 

The  country  continues  parched  to  an  excessive  degree,  and 
vj  consequence  1  anticipate  uuich  difficulty  in  obtaining  forage 
on  the  part  of  the  expeditionary  force.  But  they  must  get 
along  as  well  as  they  can.  1  shall  leave  on  the  2d  proximo  for 
Fort  Ridgley  to  superintend  the  departure  of  the  column  order- 
ed to  march  on  the  5th.  I  have  telegraphed  General  Sully  that 
it  would  move  from  that  point  at  that  time.  You  can  depend 
upon  it  that  there  will  be  no  lack  of  vigor  or  activity  iti  carry- 
ing out  your  programme  in  this  district  with  the  limited  means 
at'my  disposal.  It  would  be  well  if  an  engineer  officer  could  be 
obtained  to  select  the  site  and  direct  the  construction  of  the 
James  River  post,  and  I  respectfully  suggest  that  ai>pliratiou 
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be  made  for  one  without  delay.    Failing-  in  this  the  officer  in 
eommand  will  be  furnished  with  a  plan  of  the  post  from  these 
headquarters. 
34-Pt.  4-135. 

H.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


:\[ilwaukee,  Wis.,  Maj  30,  ISQl. 
Major-General  ITalleek,  Washington. 

There  are  four  companies  of  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teers, viz.,  three  in  Wisconsin  and  one  in  Iowa,  kept  there  to 
protect  draft  and  furnish  military  aid  asked.  If  Veteran  Re- 
serve Corps  in  this  department  he  placed  under  my  command 
I  can  send  these  four  companies  to  the  field.  If  this  arrange- 
ment be  approved  please  designate  point  for  four  companies  to 
report. 

34-Pt.  4-135.  JOHN  POPE,  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  .Minn..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  .May  30,  1864. 

Col.  M.  T.  Thomas, 

Comdg.  Expeditionary  Forces,  Fort  Ridgely. 

Colonel:  In  consequence  of  the  unexpected  reduction  in 
the  force  of  this  district  by  tlie  withdrawal  south  of  the  Six 
Regiment  ^Minnesota  Volunteers,  a  change  becomes  necessary  in 
the  arrangement  of  the  forces  for  the  expedition.  Two  com- 
panies of  the  Eighth  Regiment,  including  Company  C,  Captain 
Folsom,  and  such  other  company  as  you  may  designate  will  be 
required  to  be  detached  for  the  purpose  of  building  and  gar- 
risoning the  post,  in  part,  on  James  River.  Your  force  will 
thus  be  diminished  by  two  companies  of  infantry  and  two  or 
three  companies  of  cavalry  from  the  Second  Regiment.  You 
Avill  consider  yourself  instructed  accordingly.  It  is  the  in- 
tention of  General  Sibley  to  be  at  Fort  Ridgely  on  the  day  on 
which  the  march  is  ordered  (5th  proxhno),  or  perhaps  before, 
in  case  he  is  not  j)revented  by  the  reception  of  orders  from  de- 
partment headquarters. 

34-Pt.  4-13rv  R.  C.  OT>IX,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

P.  S. — If  there  is  any  other  company  of  the  Eighth  Regi- 
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ment  composed  of  luniberiuen,  you  are  authorized  to  substitute 
it  for  Company       if  you  desire  to  do  so. 


Milwaukee,  ^Vis.,  May  31,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  H.  II.  Sibley, 
Saint  Paul,  ]\Iiun. 

Get  Sixth  Regiment  off  as  soon  as  possible.  Have  tele- 
graphed Washington  to  relieve  lieuteuant-eolonel,  so  that  he 
may  accompany  it. 

34-Pt.  4-152.       JXO.  POPE,  :\Iajor-General,  Commanding. 


Ildqrs.  Dist.  of  .Minn.,  Dept.  of  tlie  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  .Minn.,  May  31,  lSt34. 

Maj.  Gen,  John  Pope. 
Milwaukee. 

General:  Orders  were  dispatched  28th  for  the  rendezvous 
of  Sixth  Kegiment  at  Fort  Snelling,  as  soon  as-  possible.  Being 
much  scattered,  several  days  will  be  required  to  assemble  them' 
There  will  be  no  unnecessary  delay. 

34-Pt.  4-152.    11.  II.  SIBLEY,  Hrigadier-Gi-neral,  Commanding. 


Milwaukee,  AVis.,  :\lay  31,  1864. 

Major-General  Dana, 

(Care  General  Sibley.  Saint  Paul,  ^linn.) 

The  order  af  War  Department  sending  Sixth  ^Minnesota 
South  made  it  necessary  to  retain  in  that  State  400  of  the 
mounted  men  to  be  sent  to  GeneraT Sully  on  the  r^Iissouri.  Low 
water  in  ^Missouri  makes  it  next  to  impossi!)le  to  send  ti'oops 
to  Sully  now.  I  have  accordingly,  in  vi<'w  of  order  by  Secre- 
tary of  AVar  by  you,  directed  Sibley  to  send  to  Sully  the  400 
mounted  men  he  was  authorized  to  witlihold  and  will  replace 
them  by  four  companies  Thirtieth  AVise-onsin.  These  com- 
panies will  nmrcli  overland  from  Alinneseta  to  join  their  regi- 
ment during  the  summer..  Please  answer  if  this  covers  the 
case. 

C4-Pt.  4-152.  JXO.  POPE,  Majnr-Ceneral. 
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^lilwaiikee,  Wis.,  :\Iay  31,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Sibley, 
Saint  Paul,  :\Jinn. 

Send  with  Colonel  Thomas  the  whole  force  originally  or- 
dered. I  will  replace  the  400  men  you  were  authorized  to  with- 
hold by  four  strong  companies  Thirtieth  Wisconsin,  which  will 
leave  for  Saint  Paul  tomorrow.  Acknowledge  receipt.  Confer 
with  General  Dana  whether  this  arrangement  satisfies  order  of 
War  Department. 

34-Pt.  4-152.  jxo.  POPE,  Major-General. 


:Milwaukee,  :\Iay  31,  1864. 

General  Sully, 

Sioux  City,  via  Council  Bluffs: 
Sibley  will  send  you  whole  force  originally  ordered.  Have 
replaced  those  he  was-  authorized  to  withhold  by  four  com- 
panies of  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  now  in  this  State. 
34-Pt.  4-152.  JXO.  POPE,  Major-General. 

Telegraph  operator  ut  Council  Bluffs  please  forward  to 
General  Sully. 


Abstract  from  Return  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Maj-Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Comm-inding. 
for  the  Month  of  May,  1864. 
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Hastings,  June  1,  1S6-1. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  Pope: 

Your'  dispatcl.  reeeived.  The  orders  of  the  becretary  to 
iu  y  cUreeted  the  four  eompanie.  of  the  Thirtieth  to  the 
field  aud  ordered  theia  to  join  that  portion  of  the  same  re^i- 
'  en;  under  Sally.  I  think,  under  the  ei>;euuistanee.^,.u  s 
of  the  impossibility  of  their  proceeding  by  the  ^^^^^l^/^ 
vour  arrano-ement  to  march  them  overland,  proceeded  o>  the 

400  moul^^^        -11  ^'"-^  ' 

JXTlTO.  N.  J-  T.  DAXA,  Majoi-Geneval. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Nw-tl^^'e^t; 

Saint  Paul,  :\[inn.,  June  1,  Ibbi. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
Mihvaukte : 

Your  dispatch  of  the  31st  just  received,  and  a  special  mes- 
senl    viU  Live  today  with  orders  to  Thomas  -cording^,, 
rw^  companies  of  cavalry  of  orignud  force  have  been 
patched  to  relieve  Sixth  Kegimeut,  ''"^  ^  ^'^^  ^^^^^i^^^.^tK 
Ke<^iment  and  six  companies  cavalry,  M^,       \f '^ll*^'  /"^ 
scouts  will  form  more  than  1,500  men.    General  Dana  not  >et 
rr  v  d     General  Sully  telegraphs  me  to  order  Thonms  to  ,oin 
:  him  at  Swan  Lake.    I  desire  to  leave  for  Ridgely  on  3d  in- 
stant, if  P°^^'^'^^-  g^gj        Briuadier-General.  Commanding. 
34-Pt.  i-171. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  -Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  ^'o^liwest^ 
Saint  Paul,  :\linn.,  June  1.  Ib64. 

Col.       T.  Thomas. 

Comd-   Expeditionary  Forces.  Port  Ridgel.N . 

Colonel    ^General   Sibley  is   detained   here  awaiting  the 
arrival  ofMujor-Genoral  Dana,  who  is  now  on  an  inspecting 

ur    nd  will  arrive  in  this  city  today.    General  S,  ley  .s  ve 
desi  ous  to  reach  Fort  Kidgley  before  you  uuirch,  and  w  11 
e.it4  for  that  post  on  the  3d  instant,  if  he  is  not  ncn-ssarily 
utvented     You  are  authorised  to  postpone  the  nuirchmu-  of 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  2  87 


the  column  until  the  morning:  of  the  6th  mstant,  when  you  will 
move  forward  without  further  delay,  and  endeavor  to  reach 
Camp  Pope  on  that  day  if  practicable. 

General  Sully  writes  under  date  of  20th  ultimo,  from  Sioux* 
City,  that  he  is  pushing  forward  his  arrangements  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  but  is  nuich  embarrassed  by  the  low  stage  of  water 
hi  the  Missouri.  He  will  dispatch  scouts  to  meet  yours  on 
Nicollet's  trail,  as  already  stated,  and  instruct  you  as  to  the 
precise  point  of  junction.  Sliould  you,  however,  fail  to  receive 
instructions  from  General  Sidly,  you  will  continue  your  march, 
after  crossing  the  James  and  Snake  Rivers-  along  Nicollet's  trail, 
down  the  valley  of  East  :\ledicine  Knoll  Kivers  and  await  Gen- 
oral  Sully's  orders  at  Fori  Pieri-e.  You  will  take  100  rounds 
of  ammunition  for  small-arms,  instead  of  60,  as  heretofore 
ordered.  There  is  a  sufticiency  at  Port  Ridgely  of  cartridges, 
caliber  .58,  to  make  up  the  diiVerence  required,  and,  it  may  be, 
of  carbine  amnumition  also. 

R.  C.  OLIN,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


June  1—12  :\r. 

Colonel:  Since  the  foregoing  was  wriLten  I  have  received 
telegraphic  dispatches  froiii  (Jeneral  Pope  and  Sully,  of  which 
I  enclose  you  copies  and  by  which  you  will  be  governed.  The 
XTiginal  force  'dt*stined  for  the  expedition  will  be  taken,  em- 
bracing all  of  the  Eighth  Regiment,  six  companies  cavalry, 
.and  two  sections  of  battery,  all  of  which,  with  the  scouts,  will 
give  you  a  force  of  more  than  1,500  men.  Companies  G  and 
.IT,  Second  Cavalry,  will  mai'ch  with  you,  and  the'  First  Battal- 
ion, leaving  E  and  F  to  relieve  the  Sixth  as  ordered.  To  reach 
Bwan  Lake,  the  })oint  of  junction  indicated  by  General  Sully, 
you  will  have  to  leave  Sully's  i-oute  of  1856,  probably  before 
you  reach  the  James,  and  tend  toward  the  Taille  de  Chene\  on 
that  river,  the  point  of  destination  on  tlie  Missouri  being  direct- 
ly west  of  that  grove.  Hy  that  route  you  will  have  to  cross 
the  Little  Cheyenne  I\iver.  Warren's  map  will  indicitte  all  the 
points  mentioned. 

ir.  II.  SIBLEY.  Brigadier-General.  Commanding. 

^This  is  the  Oakvvuod  sfttlttiitii  t  nr  UondeUe  T[-a<lin?-  house  which 
was  located  in  the  >outht'ni   pai-t   of  the  present  iJrowu  county.  S.  D. 
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■  (Inclosure) 

•  Sioux  City,  :\ray  30,  1S64. 

Brig.-Gen.  II.  H.  Sibley : 

Troops  leave  Sioux  City  today;  will  leave  Fort  Pierre  about 
90th  June;  reach  Swan  Lake  July  1.  Your  troops  had  better 
strike  for  that  point.  Indians  above  there.  AYhen  they  cross 
the  James  Kiver  send  scouts  down  XicoUeUs  trail  toward  1  icrre. 
I  will  send  up  to  meet  them. 

34-Pt.  4-171.  ALF.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 

THE  SULLY  EXPEDITION  AND  BATTLE  OF  KILLDEER 

MOUNTAIN 


Camp,  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  June  1,  1864. 
His  Excellency  William  .M.  Stone, 

Governor  of  Iowa  .  •  x .  ■ 

Sir-  A  letter  I  received  from  General  Pope  last  ni-ht  in- 
forms, me  that  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  War  Department 
to  order  some  of  the  troops  from  Minnesota  to  Arkansas,  owing 
to  the  late  disasters  in  that  state  and  Louisiana:  and  thus  the 
force  ordered  to  meet  me  from  .Alinnesota  must  be  greatly  re- 
duced As  he  also  proposes,  if  I  think  ,it  necessary,  to  call  on 
vou  for  four  or  five  companies  of  . the  new  national  guard  as  a 
protection  to  the  frontier,  whereby  I  will  be  enabled  to  take 
with  me.  most  of  the  troops  I  intended  as  a  protection  to  the 
frontier  of  Iowa  and  Dakota. 

These  troops,  if  'furnished  me,  would  necessarily  arrive  so 
late  that  before  that  time  I  would  be  far  up  the  country;  there^ 
fore  I  should  be  obli-ed  to  leave  a  cavalry  force  on  the  frontier 
before  startin-.  I  have  no  infantry  as  a  guard  at  different 
points,  and  I  cannot  increase  my  force  by  your  sending  me  these 
troops;  but  if  vou  could  send  two  companies,  to  be  stationed  at 
Fort  Randall,  I  could  send  the  cavalry  I  have  stationed  there 
out  on  the  James  River,  where  they  could  do  good  service  m 
breaking  up  small  encampments  of  hostile  Indians.  Should  you 
be  able'^o  send  them,  send  me  a  telegraph  informinir  me  when 
they  will  start,    ^^ly  troops  have  mostly  left  here,  and  I  shall 

follow  in  a  few  days.  • 

ALF.  SULLY.  Brigadier-General. 
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(First  endorsement) 

June  22,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  AVar,  for  con- 
sideration, with  the  suggestion  that  I  will  endeavor  to  do  in  this 
matter  whatever  he  may  desire  of  me. 

W.  M.  STONE. 

(Second  endorsement) 

'    AVar  Department,  June  29,  1864. 
EespectfuUy  referred  to  Alajor-General  Ilalleck,  Chief  of 
Staff  of  the  Army.    By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  AYar: 

LOUIS  II.  I'ELOl'SE,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
34-Pt.  4-172. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  Alinn.,  June  1,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Sully, 
Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
Your  dispatch  of  30th  just  received.  Thomas  will  be  order- 
ed to  direct  his  march  to  Swnn  Lake  after  crossing  James  River. 
Be  sure  to  connnunicate  with  him  and  send  guides  to  assist  him. 
He  will  march  from  ividgely  on  mornni^g  of  6th.  Scouts  will 
be  sent  down  Nicollet's  trail  to  meet  yours. 

II.  IL  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
34-rt.  4-173. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
AIilwaukee,  AYis.,  June  2,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  IL  IL  Sibley, 

Comdg.  Dist.  of  Alinuesota,  Saint  l^nd,  Alinn. 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the 
400  mounted  men  you  are  authorized  to  withhold  from  the  ex- 
pedition to  join  General  Sully  be  immediately  replaced  by  the 
four  companies  of  the  Thirtieth  AYisconsin  sent  you  from  tliis 
point  and  Davenport,  and  you  will  acordingly  send  to  General 
Sully  the  Avhole  force  originally  ordered  from  your  district. 
A^ou  had  best  use  the  four  coiripanies  of  the  Thirtieth  AVisconsin, 
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or  such,  parts  of  them  as  may  be  needed  for  that  purpose,  to 
establish  the  post  on  James  River,  where  they  will  remain  un- 
til relieved  by  the  companies  of  the  Eighth  designated  for  its 
permanent  garrison.  As  soon  as  you  hear  that  the  companies 
of  the  Eighth  have  reached  the  post  on  James  River,  you  will 
direct  the  four  companies  of  the  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  to  march 
from  that  post  to  the  Missouri  River,  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Sully  for  duty.  You  will  be  notified  in  time  to  what 
point  on  the  Missouri  to  direct  their  march. 

J.  F.  MELIXE,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
34-Pt.  4-184. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ]\Iinn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  June  2,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  received  dis- 
patches from  Brigadier-General  Sully  last  night,  dated  30th 
ultimo,  from  Sioux  City,  which  were  transmitted  by  special 
messengers  along  the  line  of  outposts  in  the  unprecedented 
time  of  sixty-one  hours  and  fifty  minutes,  the  distance  accom- 
plished being  full  340  miles.  The  jmnciple  object  was  to  ad- 
vise me  of  the  march  of  his  troops  on' the  30th  and  of  a  heavy 
concentration  of  Indian  warriors  near  the  mouth  of  Grand 
River,  which  would  render  it  advisable  that  my  detachment, 
instead  of  marching  to  the  first  designated  point  of  junction  at 
Bordache  Creek,  should  move  by  Sully's  old  route  of  1856,  cross 
the  James  River  at  the  mouth  of  ^loccasin  River,  and  strike 
for  Swan  Lake,  unless  other  instructions  should  meantime  re?.ch 
Colonel  Thomas  by  means  of  the  scouts  to  be  dispatched  by 
General  Sully  to  meet  a  scouting  party  from  this  side  of  Nicol- 
let's trail  to  Fort  Pierre. 

I  dispatched  a  special  messenger  to  Colonel  Thomas  with 
a  copy  of  the  dispatch  this  morning,  and  directing  him  also  how 
to  instruct  the  scouts  to  communicate  with  Sully's  scouts  by 
means  of  stones  placed  on  commanding  points  along  their  route, 
ni  case  they  should  not  succeed  in  meetinsr  with  them. 

I  have  been  delayed  in  my  dtparture  for  Fort  Rideley  by 
the  non-arrival  of  General  Dana,  who  only  reached  here  yester- 
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day  afternoon.  I  have  explained  ever^'thiuo;  to  him,  and  I  think 
he  is  satisfied  that  it  will  not  answer  further  to  diminsh  the 
force  on  the  frontier.  I  am  about  taking  him  to  vis-it  Fort 
Snelling.  Unless  there  should  occur  something  to  prevent  I 
shall  leave  for  Fort  Ridgley  on  the  4th.  Colonel  Thomas  has 
been  ordered  to  march  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  and  I  wish 
to  superintend  the  dei>arture  in  person. 

11.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
34-Pt.  4-184. 


Saint  Paid,  June  8,  1864. 

Major-General  Pope. 

General:  I  have  just  arrived  from  Ridgley.  Column 
moved  on  morning  of  6th,  in  fine  condition. 

IL  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
34-R.  4-274. 


Hdqrs.  Dist  of  :Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  ^Minn.,  June  9,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Gomdg.  Department  of  the  Northwest,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

General:  Upon  my  arrival  from  Fort  Ridgley  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  your  dispatch  of  3d  instant.  Your  directions 
will  be  strictly  followed.  Tlie  companies  of  the  Thirtieth  AYis- 
consin  Volunteers  under  ]\Iajor  Clowniy,  .will  march  to  Fort 
Ridgley  very  soon,  en  route  to  James  River.  While  at  that 
post  I  made  very  particular  inquiry^  of  some  of  my  scouts  who 
have  hunted  during  the  winter  along  the  James  River  for  a 
long  distance',  and  their  statements  corroborated  those  of  ]\Iajor 
BrowTi  and  IMessi'S.  Kittson  and  Bottineau,  who  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  valley  of  tliat  stream,  that  there  is  not  timber 
sufficient  for  an  ordiiiary  trading  post,  far  less  for  a  military 
post.  Still,  in  order  to  settle  the  question  beyond  a  peradven- 
ture,  I  will  order  a  reconnaissance  along  the  river  up  to  the 
point  west  from  Fort  Abercrondne,  before  the  site  is  determined 
upon. 

Colonel  Thomas'  column,  composed  of  about  1,550  ai-med 
and  mounted  men,  iiicluding  scouts,  were  dispatched  from  Fort 
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Kidgely  early  on  the  moriimg  of-  the  6th  instant,  in  fine  con- 
dition.   They  will  reach  Swan  Lake,  on  the  ^lissouri  within 
twenty  days  from  the  date  of  their  departure,  and  I  feel  con- 
fident tliat  they  will  anticipate  General  Sully ^s  arrival  at  the 
point  of  junction.    There  have  been  a  few  heavy  showers  m  the 
upper  country,  which  have  greatly  aided  vegetation.    There  are 
a  few  Indians  lurking  about  the  frontier,  and  I  learn  from  the 
scouts  that  about  400  lodges,  embracing  the  very  scum  of  the 
Isanti  Sioux,  are  encamped  at  the  Two  Coolies,  about  20  miles 
about  the  point  where  I  struck  the  east  side  of  the  Missouri 
Coteau  with  my  command  last  year.    The  reports  are  that  they 
will  not  join  the  ^lis^ouri  Indians,  but  retain  a  position  which 
will  enable  them  to  make  a  raid  upon  the  settlements  in  this 
direction  or  escape  to  the  British  line,  if  necessary. 

The  Tetons  and  the  Yanktonais,  numbering  2,000  lodges, 
>  are  determined  to  fight  the  troops,  and  express  themselves  con- 
fident of  victory.    Their  exact  locality  it  is  difficult  to  learn,  as 
statements  conflict,  but  I  believe  they  will  be  found  by  Gen- 
eral Sully  below  the  mouth  of  Apple  Creek. 

The  information  I  have  received  lately  leads  to  the  belief 
that  all  of  the  Sioux  bauds,  excepting  the  friendly  Sissetons, 
who  constitute  only  a  portion  of  that  division,  are  imbued  with 
a  spirit  of  bitter  hostility  to  the  Government,  and  unless  they 
shall  be  elYectually  chastised  during  the  present  summer  there 
will  be  accumulated  numbers  to  meet  hereafter. 

I  know  you  think  I  overestimate  the  danger  from  Indian 
hostilities  on  this  frontier,  and  I  hope  I  do;  but  I  canot  con- 
ceal from  myself  that  the  numerical  force  of  the  hostile  sav- 
ages is  very  great;  that  they  are  in  constant  communication 
with  the  Red  Eiver  half-breeds,  and  obtain  from  them  their 
intelligence  of  any  diminution  of  force  on  the  border;  and  that 
the  distance  of  200  or  300  miles  to  be  traveled  to  bring  them 
in  contact  with  the  settlements  in  ^^linnesota  and  Iowa  is  no 
barrier  to  these  Indians,  whose  movt-ments  are  so  rapid. 

Much  depends  upou  General  Sully's  movements,  and  should 
his  expedition  fail,  from  any  cause  whatever,  I  sincerely  believe 
that  the  frontier  will  be  attacked  at  all  exposed  points  before 
the  settinc'  iu  of  winter. 
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111  compliance  with  your  orders  the  Indian  prisoners,  except 
Little  Six  and  :\redieine  Bottle,  who  are  securely  confined  at 
Fort  Snelling-,  were  dispatched  to  Davenport  on  6th  instant. 
The  officer  in  command  of  the  James  River  expedition  will  re- 
ceive a  plan  of  the  post  and  such  specific  instructions  from 
these  headquarters  as  to  insure  the  selection  of  a  proper  site 
and  the  erection  of  suitahle  buildings  and  defenses. 

H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

(In  closure) 

Headquarters  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition. 
Camp,  Fort  Hice,  Dak.  Ter.,  July  15,  1864. 
Brig".  Gen.  11.  11.  Sibky,  Commanding  District  of  :\[innesota  : 

General:  As  :\Iajor  Brown  is  about  to  cross  over  to  ^lin- 
nesota,  at  his  own  request,  I  write  you  a  few  lines  to  inform  you 
we  are  all  getting  on  well.  We  are  now^  loading  wagons  witli 
stores,  as  we  have  been  delayed  by  the  non-arrival  of  some 
necessary  stores.  We  see  Indians  now  and  then,  and  some  have 
sent  w^ord  they  want  to  give  themselves  up,  but  I  have  not  time 
to  attend  to  them.  I  shall  push  on  to  the  camp  near  the  Yel- 
lowstone, wliere  I  expect  a  fiiiht.  Tlie  troops  are  in  good  health. 
The  post  is  a  beautiful  location  for  Dakota  Territory,  but  grass 
is  rather  light  this  year. 

ALF.  SULLY;  Brigadier-General. 
(Indorsement) 
Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Northwest. 
:\lilwaukce,  Wis.,  June  15,  1861. 
Respectfully  forwarded,  for  the  information  of  ^Maj-Gen. 
H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Statf  of  the  Army. 
34-Pt.4-288.       JOHN  POPE,  :\lajor-General,  Coinmanding. 


Fort  Randall,  June  12,  1864—11  p.  m. 
((Via  Council  Bliiifs,  8:10  p.  m.) 

General  Pope. 

Thirty  Uncpapa  Sioux  today  at  noon  came  within  half  a' 
mile  of  this  fort:  drove  off  40  cavalry  horses.  Troops  sent  in 
pursuit.  Indians  escaped  without  tlie  horses.  AVill  write  by 
mail. 

34-Pt.  4-331.  SULLY,  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :\Iinn:,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  ^^linn.,  June  13,  1864. 
iMaj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  ]Mihvaukee. 

General:    I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  had  ad- 
vices from  Colonel  Thomas  of  9th  instant.    He  reached  ^Yood 
Lake  in  three  days  from  Ridgley,  and  the  column  was  progress- 
ing finely,  but  the  grass  was  not  as  good  as  it  was  lower  down, 
there  having  "been  less  rain.    A  special  messenger  has  just  ar- 
rived from'sioux  City,  bringing  the  dispatches  from  General 
Sully,  dated  Yankton  Agency,  9th  instant,  stating  he  would 
move'  from  Ft.  Pierre   on  the  20th  instant,   and  concertmg 
further  signals  of  columns  of  smoke  as  a  mode  of  communica- 
tion with  Colonel  Thomas'  detachment.    I  send  up  the  dispatch 
tomorrow  morning  to  overtake  the  latter.    The  Sixth  llegiment 
has  all  arrived,  and  I  have  today  reviewed  it  at  Fort  Snellmg. 
It  will  move  tomorrow  if  boats  can  get  up  to  transport  them. 
I  have  ordered  Captains  AVhitney  and  Schoenemann  and  Lieu- 
tenant Pingrey  to  duty  with  the  regiment,  on  the  strength  of 
a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  ^lajor  :Meline,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  informing  me  of  their  acquittal.    The  orders  in  these 
cases  have  not  yet  arrived  here,  but  I  presume  they  are  en 
route. 

H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
34-Pt.  4-355. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :\Iinn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  June  13,  1864. 

Col:       T.  Thomas, 

Comdg.  Expeditionary  Forces  on  their  way  to  the  ]\Iissouri. 

Colonel:  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  dispatch^-  forwarded  by 
General  Sully,  dated  9th  instant,  from  Y^ankton  Agency.  He 
has  sent  a  copy  by  the  friendly  Indians  referred  to  in  his  com- 
munication, but  you  may  fail  to  meet  them.  You  will  be  gov- 
erned by  the  requirements  contained  in  this  letter,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  signals  of  smoke,  which  may  be  very  important. 
In  meeting  with  professedly  friendly  Indians  be  always  on 
your  guard  against   treachery,  and  against   any  attempts  to. 


♦Not  found. 
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pry  into  your  camp  to  ascertain  your  mode  of  encampment^ 
forces,  etc. 

11.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brig:adier-General,  Commanding. 
Pt.  4-355. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
^Milwaukee,  ^Yis.,  June  18,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  L.  Duff, 

Colonel :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  and  for  the 
information  of  Lieut enant-General  Grant,  I  inclose  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  the  forces  in  this  department: 

Aggregate  of  enlisted  men  for  duty   3,404 

Distributed  as  follows: 
With  Indian  expedition  under  General  Sully— 

Cavalry  and  mounted  rangers   •  •••  1,272 

Infantry    '''28 

Artillery   (Mountain  howitzers)   127 

Total   2,127 

(This  force  marched  on  the  1st  of  June  from  the  frontier 
settlements  of  Dakota  Territory,  against  the  combined  bands  of 
Sioux  assembled  near  Fort  Berthold,  on  the  Missouri  River,  and 
is  far  out  on  the  plains.) 

At  the  frontier  posts  of  ^Minnesota  and  engaged  in  estab- 
lishing post  on  James  River: 

Cavalrv  .'   672' 

Infantry   252: 

At  posts  along  the  frontier  of  Iowa  and  Dakota  (infantry)  353: 
Of  these  troops,  one  mounted  regiment  and  one  independ- 
ent battalion,  lately  raised,  are  mounted  "rangers  raised  for  ser- 
vice in  the  Indian  country.  The  infantry  has  never  been  in  the 
field  and  only  about  eiixhteen  months  in  the  service.  It  is  im- 
possi])le,  for  the  present,  to  spare  any  part  of  this  small  force 
without  exposing  the  whole  frontier  to  attacks  from  the  In- 
dians, and  causing  the  depopulation  of  all  the  frontier  settle- 
ments of  Minnesota  and  Dakota,  as  well  as  exposinsr  unpro- 
tected the  whole  of  the  great  emigration  to  the  Idalio  mines. 
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One  infantry  regiment,  the  Sixth  :Minnesota,  I  sent  ten  days 
ago  to  re-inforce  General  Steele  at  Helena,  xVrk. 
34:-Pt  4-449. 

JOHN  POPP],  ]^lajor-General,  Commanding. 
Omaha  City,  Nebr.  Ter.,  Jnne  19,  1864. 

Maj.  C.  S.  Chariot, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Dept.  of  Kansas. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  minutes  of  a 
eonneil  held  Avith  Brule  and  Ogalalla  Sioux,  Jnne  8,  1864,  at 
Cottonwood  Springs,  Xebr.  Ter.;  report  of  spies  sent  Out  from 
Cottonwood  Springs,  in  pursuance  of  my  instructions  into  the 
Cheyenne  and  Sioux  country.  Tliese  papers  were  forwarded 
bv  Maj.  G.  :d.  O'Brien. 

ROBT.  B.  :\IITCIIELL,  Brigadier-General. 

(First  indorsement) 
Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  June  25,  1864. 
Respectfully   forwarded   to   the   Adjutant-General    of  the 
Armv,  for  information. 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  :Major-General. 
(Second  indorsement) 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  July  7,  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

AY.  A.  NICHOLS,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Third  indorsement) 

War  Department,  July  11,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  .Major-General  Halleck.  Chief  of 
Statl'  of  the  Army. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

LOUIS  H.  PELOLZE.  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Inclosure  Xo.  1) 

Headquarters, 
Fort  Cottonwood.  Xel)r.  Ter.,  June  8,  1864'. 
In  pursuance  (ofl   an  invitation  from  these  headquarters, 
dated  Afay  81,  1864.  the  followiuir  Indian  chiefs  reported  with 
their  braves  to  hold  a  council:    0-A-Schu-Cha  or  Bad  Wound, 
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Con-qu-iiuiii-pa  or  Two  Crows,  Zo-lah  or  Whistler,  Giir-tig-a- 
lisha  or  Spotted  Tail,'^  Two  Strike,'  Long-  Face.    Little  Thun- 
der^ authorized  Spotted  Tail  to  represent  him  in  Council,  as  he 
was  sick  and  unable  to  attend. 
By  Major  Conimandino' : 

Question.    Do  you  propose  to  renvain  peaceable? 

Answer.  We  have  been  peaceable  since  our  treaty,  and 
want  to  remain  so.    We  will  not  fight  with  our  white  brothers. 

Question.    In  case  you  had  to  fight,  which  side  would  you 
take,  Cheyenne  or  white? 

Answer.  We  cannot  be  forced  to  fight  on  either  side,  we 
do  not  want  to  fight  the  Cheyennes,  and  will  not  fight  the 
whites,  as  the  whites  would  kill  all  of  us'.  We  want  to  be  per- 
mitted to  live  and  hunt  our  game  wliere  we  can  find  it  as 
was  stipulated  with  us  in  treaty,  and  in  so  doing  (remaining 
quiet  and  hunting)  we  Avant  protection  from  our  white  broth- 
ers, as  they  are  more  numerous  than  we  are. 

The  Commander.  Then,  as  you  appear  to  want  to  remain 
peaceable,  you  must  keep  your  people  off  the  Platte  Valley 
road,  and  not  allow  them  to  interfere  with  emigrants,  nor  trade 
with  them,  but  you  nmy  visit  the  road  in  small  numbers  and 
trade  for  clothing  and  provisions.  You  nuist  not  remain  long 
on  the  road  in  so  trading.  Also  you  must  not  interefere  with 
stock  belonging  to  white  people,  in  any  way.  Some  of  your 
people  have  been  in  the  habit  of  trading  for  whiskey  indirectly. 
This  I  insist  on  having  stoj)ped,  and  in  case  any  white  man 
offers  to  sell  or  trade  you  whiskey,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
I  require  of  you,  the  chiefs  and  head  men,  to  report  such  im- 
mediately to  these  headquarters.  Also  during  this  war  with  the 
Cheyennes  you  must  not  get  up  any  war  parties  against  the 
Pawness  as  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  get  you  into  war  with 
the  whites.  You  are  also  re(iuired  to  report  to  these  headquar- 
ters any  hostile  movements  in  the  direction  of  the  Platte  Valley 
road,  or  otherwise,  coming  within  your  knowledge. 

If  you  agree  to  these  instructions,  I  want   it  distinctly 
understood  that  in  case  you  fail  to  comply  with  them  you  will 

«Thi.s  is  the  well  known  "Spotted  Tail,"  Cin  tegleska ;  the  soldier  boys 
made  an  even  worse  than  common  attempt  to  write  the  name  phon- 
etically. 

'Two  Strike  was  one  of  the  hest  known"  TIrules  who  spent  his  later 
years  at  liosobud.  South  lUikota. 

sThia  I^ittlo  Thunder  is  the  F.iule  chief  that  Harney  i)unished  so 
severely  at  Ash   Holh^w.  XelM-aska  m  ls5o. 
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be  considered  as  enemies,  like  the'  Cheyeiines,  and  treated  ac- 
cordingly; but  if  you  comply  you  will  be  considered  as  friends. 

Reply  We  a<rree  to  all,  but  want  assurance  that  when  you 
send  out  soldiers'  against  the  Cheyennes  that  we  won  t  be 
molested  'We  are  afraid  your  soldiers  will  not  know  us  and 
mav  take  us  for  hostile  Indans  and  kill  us.  We  also  want  to 
be  allowed  to  remain  on  the  south  side  of  the  Platte  River  to 
hunt  our  game.  We  cannot  live  without  game,  and  there  is 
none  in  the  eountrv  north  of  the  Platte,  where  we  are  allowed 
to  hunt.  We  also 'want  a  white  man  with  us.  to  show  you  we 
intend  to  do  as  we  have  agreed,  and  in  order  to  prevent  us 
from  being  attacked  by  your  soldiers,  not  knowing  us.  We 
are  now  gathering  all  our  people  together  and  will  not  allow 
?ny  of  them  to  scatter  until  the  war  is  over  between  the  whites^ 
and  the  Chevennes.  There  were  some  of  our  young  men  among 
the  Cheyennes  but  we  ordered  them  home.  All  have  now  come, 
except  6  women  who  are  married,  to  Cheyenne  men.  We  have 
now  together  210  lodges  and  expect  some  more.  We  want  to 
be  told  from  time  to  time  what  is  wanted  of  us  to  do.  e  want 
our  goods  distributed  to  us  on  the  north  side  of  the  1  latte, 
about  10  miles  above  this  point,  as  we  are  so  poor  and  our 
horses  so  few  we  cannot  go  to  Port  Laramie  to  receive  tiiem. 
It  would  not  pav  u^  for  our  trouble,  and  if  we  do  not  go  we 
are  afraid  you  and  our  wliite  brothers  will  think  we  mean  to 
be  hostile,  which  is  not  the  case. 

The  Commander.  I  cannot  give  you  ^  any  assurance  that 
your  goods  will  be  distributed  where  you  want  them,  but  will 
recommend  it  to  be  done  this  time;  however,  you  must  not 
think  that  it  will  be  done  because  I  say  I  will  recommend  it. 
The  Government  wants  to  do  what  is  best  for  you;  they  (In- 
dians understand  Government  to  mean  the  white  people,  acting 
together  as  one  man)  want  you  to  live  peaceably  among  your- 
sefves  and  with  your  white  brothers.  Occasionally  you  will  find 
foolish  and  bad  white  men  that  may  want  to  make  trouble  with 
you.  Do  not  mini  them,  but  report  them  to  these  headquarters 
and  they  will  be  punished.  1  also  want  to  warn  you  that  any  of 
your  people  found  committing  any  depredation  will  also  be 
punished,  and  should  you  fail  to  give  such  as,  commit  any  crime 
up  when  demanded  you  will  be  treated  as  enemies  and  punished 
as  white  men  have  been  accustomed  to.  punish  you— for  in- 
stance, as  Harney  treated  you. 

Reply.    We  have  said  we  only  wanted  to  know  what  to  do 
and  we  would  do  it.    We  will  do  as  you  have  said  you  want  us. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


299 


We  have  some  robes  and  peltries  that  we  want  to  trade  for 
food  and  clothes,  and  wi.nt  traders  allowed  to  go  to  onr  village, 
situated  south  of  Fliini  Creek.  Our  agent,  :\lajor  Lord,  would 
not  let  any  but  one  man  trade  with  us,  and  that  man  had  only 
a  little ^goods  for  so  many  Indians,  so  we  are  bad  oft"  for  many 
things-;  we  were  afraid  to  come  on  the  road,  as  we  heard  you 
would  kill  us,  so  we  now  have  more  to  trade  than  we  want  to 
bring  on  the  road  and  want  traders. 

The  Commander.  I  have  no  objections  for  a  few  good  men 
to  go  trade  with  you,  providing  I  can  be  satisfied  these  men 
will  not  trade  you  whiskey. 

By  the  Commander : 

Question.    State  what  you  know  about  the  Cheyennes. 

Answer.  Cheyennes,  Arapaiioes.  Kiowas,  and  Conumches 
had  a  fight  with  soldiers  on  Island  AVood  Creek;  killed  2  officers 
and.  1  soldier,  and  wounded  two  more  that  since  died.  Chey- 
ennes lost  2  chiefs  and  1  brave.  Soldiers  fought  two  days, 
then  went  south  (figlitinp-  as-  they  go)  to  Fort  Lyon  There 
may  have  been  more  Lidians.  Cheyennes  have  killed  2  ranch- 
men on  the  Santa  Ft  road,  and  say  they  will  killl  all  the  whites 
on  both  the  Platte  Valley  and  Santa  Fe  roads,  and  we  believe 
they  will  try  to  do  so.  They  will  fight  as-  long  as  they  can, 
then  go  south  of  the  Arkansas  ixiver  and  escape. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  of  the  Cheyennes  in  making 
war  on  the  whites? 

Answer.    We  think  they  are  fools,  and  will  all  be  killed. 

Question.    Have  you  any  more  to  say?    I  am  done. 

Answer.  We  are  happy  and  glad  to  meet  you  and  shake 
hands  with  our  white  brothers  in  token  of  friendship,  to  show 
them  that  o\\v  hearts  arc  good.  We  wanted  to  come  and  see  you 
long  ago,  but  were  afraid.  When  we  got  your  invitation  it 
made  us  all  glad.  Our  wives  and  our  children  and  our  head 
men  cried  for  joy.  So  now  we  all  shake  hands  with  you  as  a 
token  of  our  friendship  and  good  feeling. 

(Here  shaking  of  haiuls  and,  after  that,  smoking.) 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  the  conversation.  There  was 
much  unimportant  talk  not  deemed  essential. 

WASIIIXGTOX  M.  IIEXAL-VN,  Indian  Interpreter. 

(Inclosure  No.  2) 

Fort  Cottonwood,  June  10,  1SG4. 
Maj.  George  Af.  O'Brien,  Conunanding. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  you,  delivered  on 
the  2d  instant,  to  proceed   forwith  into  the   country  of  the 
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Cheyenne  and  Sioux  Indians,  and  gather  all  information  which 
would  be  of  service  to  the  Government  in  regard  to  impenduig 
hostilities  between  the  whites  and  tlie  Clieyennes  and  other  In- 
dians, and,  further,  to  collect  a  delegation  of  Indians  from  the 
Ogalalla  and  Brule  tribes  of  Sioux,  and  bring  them  to  this 
post  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  council,  we  herewith  make 
the  following  report,  which  is  respectfully  submitted: 

Our  course  from  Fort  Cottonwood  was  due  south  to  :Medi- 
cine  Lake  Creek,  a  distance  of  30  miles,  to  a  Sioux  village,  con- 
sistino-  of  40  lodges,  where  we  secured  the  services  of  3  braves 
as  companions  on  the  scout.  Fi'om  thence  down  :Medicine  Lake 
Creek  (southeast)  65  mih's.  to  its  eonlluence  with  the  Repub- 
lican River:  thenee  down  the  Republican  River  (east)  40  miles, 
to  a  point  immediately  oi)posite  mouth  of  Plum  Creek  (on 
Platte),  where  the  main  Sioux  village,  consisting  of  210  lodges 
was  found:  thence  north  to  the  Platte,  40  miles:  thence  west 
50  miles  to  Fort  Cottonwood.  The  first  day  out,  between  this 
post  and  :\Iedicine  Lake  Creek,  we  discovered  Indians  at  a  dis- 
tance whose  actions  were  suspicious.. 

The  following  day  we  proceeded  down  ^Medicine  Lake 
Creek  30  miles,  when  we  wei'e  suddenly  surrounded  by  a  pa-rty 
of  about  20  Cheyennes.  not  liowever.  without  us  observing  them 
first,  but  supposed  them  to  be  Sioux.  Their  actions  were  very 
hostile,  they  threattnin-'  and  at  the  same  time  making  efforts 
to  kill  us,  imt  the  interfcreiU'C  of  our  Sioux  friends,  who  as- 
sured them  that  we  were  not  soldiers,  but  men  who  had  had 
Sioux  wives  and  lived  in  the  country,  saved  us.  T\^e  were 
allowed  to  depart,  but  strictly  watched  for  the  following  night 
and  day,  when  we  reached  the  mniJi  Sicuix  village,  and  were 
well  received,  the  Sioux  expressing  tlieir  indignation  at  such 
treatment  to  their  friends. 

We  presented  your  letter  of  invitation  to  council  to  tho 
I.-rincipal  chiefs,  and  the  followino:  day  was  fixed  for  their  de- 
parture to  the  post.  It  is  the  impression  of  the  Sioux  generally 
that  the  Cheyennes  and  their  allies  will  attack  the  settlements 
on  the  Platte  at  an  early  day,  destroying  all  who  may  come 
within  their  reach,  and  at  the  same  time  supply  themselves 
with  horses,  arms  and  ammunition  in  order  to  prosecute  the 
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war  more  vigorously.  Tiie  hostile  India  us  are  camped  on  Is- 
ic.nd  Creek,  about  50  miles  north  of  Fort  Larned,  and  are  sup- 
posed to  number  1,200  lodges;  each  lodge  will  turn  out  3  war- 
riors. .These  are  1,200  lodges  include  Cheyennes,  Arapahoes, 
Comanches,  and  Kiovs-as.  They  are  generally  well  armed  (the 
Cheyennes  particularly)  with  good  rifles  and  revolvers.  For 
the  past  five  years  the  Cheyennes  have  been  trading  revolvers 
to  fight  the  Pawnees.  They  procure  large  quantities  of  am- 
muniton  from  the  ^Mexicans  on  the  Arkansas  Kiver.  They 
design  to  divide,  half  going  to  the  Platte  River  to  destroy 
ranches,  murder  immigrants,  and  take  horses-  and  mules;  the 
other  half  of  them  doing  the  same  on  the  Arkansas  River.  Then, 
if  hard  pressed,  they  will  take  tlioir  })lunder  and  cross  the 
Arkansas  River,  going  south  into  the  Apache  and  Comanche 
country.  They  have  their  spies  out  iu  every  direction;  they 
are  met  on  the  Platte  traveling  as  Sioux,  watching  the  move- 
ments of  the  troops,  that  they  may  warn  their  friends  of  dan- 
ger. Their  scouts  are  on  almost  every  creek.  They  are  in  the 
Sioux  camp  and  are  determimd  not  to  be  surprised. 

The  Colorado  Battery,  iu  eharLr(^  <>f  Lieutenant  Eayre,  is 
supposed  to  have  reached  either  Fort  Larned  or  Fort  AYiser 
with  the  loss  of  only  b  men.  When  last  heard  from  they  were 
retreating  south;  keeping  up  a  running  fight.  The  large  guns 
are  reported  to  have  d(uie  no  execution,  none  of  the  shells  hav- 
ii]g  e^^ploded.  They  were  loaded  repeatedly  with  bar  lead, 
cut  into  small  pieces  and  fired.  The  battery  corralled  on  a 
pleateau  or  high  level  prairie,  2  miles  from  water,  where  the 
Sioux  report  having  fought  two  days.  AVere  supposed  to  be 
short  of  annnunition.  Two  Cheyenne  chiefs  were  killed  and  1 
brave.  AVhen  the  fight  commenced,  i-unners  were  dispatched  to 
the  camp  of  the  Arapahoes,  KioAvas  and  Comanche  Indians,  who 
were  not  far  otf.  They  have  since  consolidated.  The  Sioux  were 
also  sent  for,  but  refused  to  join  them.  It  is  reported  by 
many  Indians  that  the  Arapahoes  also  refused  to  join  them. 
Nothing  has  been  heard  from  any  otlier  expeditions  that  may 
be  in  the  country. 

34-Pt.  4-45S.  ALFRED  GAY, 

JOIIX  W.  SMITH. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

:\Iilwaukee.  June  20,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  11.  11.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  ]\linnes-ota.  Saint  Paul,  ]\Iinn. 
General:  Captain  Pisk,  assistant  quartermaster,  proposes 
to  leave  the  upper  ^Minnesota  about  July  1  with  a  train  of  emi- 
grants for  Idaho.  He  will  follow  the  route  by  way  of  Grand 
River,  and  will,  on  his  way  to  the  ^lissouri,  pass  the  post  to  be 
located  on  James  River.  If  it  is  found  necessary  in  your  judg- 
ment, please  direct  a  portion  of  your  mounted  men  at  James 
River  to  accompany  and  escort  his  train  part  of  the  way  across 
to  the  Missouri.  You  are  the  proper  judoe  wliether  such  an 
escort  is  needed  between  tlu^  post  on  the  James  River  and  the 
Missouri  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  River.  If  you  can  spare  a 
piece  of  artillery  (witho.ut  horses  or  men)  please  let  Captain 
Fisk  have  it. 

34-Pt.  4-478.  -    JXO.  POPE,  :\Iaj()r-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

.Alilwaukee,  Wis.,  June  20.  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  Alfred  Sully, 

Commanding  Indian  Expediton.  in  the  Field. 

General:  Captain  Fisk,  assistant  quartermaster,  in  chars-e 
of  a  train  of  emigrants  from  ^linnosota  to  Idaho,  will  probably 
reach  the  ^Missouri  River  at  tiu'  mouth  of  Grand  River  by  the 
25th  of  July.  He  proposes  to  follow  up  Grand  River,  and  from 
the  head  of  that  stream  strike  across  direct  to  the  mouth  of 
Big  Horn.  If  the  conditions  of  your  operations  and  your 
command  be  sucli  as  to  render  it  practicable  without  prejudice 
to  your  proposed  movements.  I  desire  that  you  will  have  what 
you  consider  a  good  escort  to  meet  Captain  Fisk  on  the  ]\[is- 
souri,  and  accompany  his  train  to  the  Yellowstone.  Of  course 
I  don't  intend  this  as  an  order,  as  you  nuist  yourself  be  the 
judge  of  the  practicability,  in  view  of  your  situation  aiul  your 
operations,  of  furnishng  such  an  escoi't.  At  all  events,  please 
comnnmicate  with  Captain  Fisk  at  mouth  of  Grand  River  by 
July  25  what  you  can  do  in  the  matter. 

34-Pt.  4-479.         JXO.  POPE.  :\Iajor-(  leneral.  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Xorthwesterii  Indian  Expedition. 
Above  Fort  Pierre,  Camp  14,  June  21,  1864. 
Assistant  xVdjutnnt-General, 

^  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

Sir:  On  my  arrival  here  I  found  a  camp  of  about  200  or 
300  lodges  of  Sioux;  they  were  a  mixture  of  all  the  upper  bands 
of  Upper  Sioux,  Yanktonais,  Two  Kettles,  Blackfeet,  ^linne- 
€Onjous,  Sans  Arcs,  and  Brules,  also  the  warlike  Uncpapas. 
They  tell  me  they  have  come  in  agreea))h^  to  my  treaty,  to 
show  that  ihey  are  friends  and  to  receive  their  annuity  goods; 
that  the  rest  of  their  bands  have  declared  w^ar  against  the 
whites,  and  that  they  are  now  united,  about  1,800  lodges,  or 
some  6,000  Avarriors,  ready  to  give  me  battle,  about  three  days 
west  of  the  ^lissouri  from  the  mouth  of  Heart  River;  that  they 
are  willing  to  make  peace  with  me,  provided  I  w411  quit  the 
country  and  pay  for  the  butfalo  that  have  been  killed  by 
whites  and  for  the  wood  consummed  by  steam-boats. 

This  information  I  also  receive  from  scouts  that  I  have. 
T  therefore  anticipate  quite  a  serious  engagement  before  I  reach 
the  Yellowstone.  If  I  can  succeed  in  giving  these  Indians  a 
severe  punishment.  I  think  1  will  succt-ed  in  breaking  the  spirit 
of  all  the  Indians  now  disposed  to  be  hostile  to  the  whites. 
They  are  perfectly  aware,  as  well  as, our  Government  is,  that 
this  is  their  last  hope:  that  if  we  succeed  they  will  not  have 
one  , foothold  that  tliey  can  claim  their  own,  and  that  the 
whites,  who  are  now  coming  into  their  country,  Avill  overrun  it: 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  they  will  fight  desperately. 

The  Indians  that  I  have  met  here  in  council,  though  pro^ 
fessing  friendship.  I  have  my  doubts  of:  they  are  ready  to  take 
either  side  according  to  the  success  of  my  expediton,  and  there 
are  many  more  now  out  who  are  waiting  to  see  the  result  of 
my  operations. 

With  nuich  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  SULLY.  P>ri<?adier-Oeneral. 
(Indorsement'' 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Xortliwest. 

:\Iihvaukee,  July  5.  1864. 
Respectfully  foi-warded  to  ]\Iajor-r;eneral  llalleck,  for 
information  of  the  Secretary  of  War.     AtU-ntitm  is  invited  lo 
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the  fact  that  this  report  of  General  Sully  corroborates  all  the 
iiiformatioii  concerning'  the  combination  of  the  Sioux  tribes  on 
the  upper  .Missouri  Kiver  received  at  various  times  durinu'  the 
last  four  months  and  forwarded  to  General  Ilalleck.  Sully  left 
Fort  Pierre  with  his  expedition  (about  2,300  men)  'on  the  23rd 
of  June,  and  is  no  doubt  by  this  time  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  combined  Indian  forces.  Ilis  force  is  small  for  such  an 
expedition,  but  I  trust  it  is  sufiicien.t.  It  is  certainly  all  that 
could  be  furnished  to  him  from  this  department,  and  embraces 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  force  in  the  department.  The  ^Missouri 
River  is  in  good  boating  order,  and  there  probably  will  be  no 
difficultv  in  getting  up  stores  for  the  new  posts  by  water. 
S4-Pt.  4-497.  JOILX  POPE,  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  2^1  inn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  :\linn.,  June  25,  1864. 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  ]^lilwaukee. 

General:    I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  two  dispatches  of  20th  instant.    In  accordance  with  your 
instructions,  I  have  directed  a  trusty  non-commissioned  officer 
and  10  men  to  be  stationed  foi'  the  protection  of  the  coal  miners 
on  the   Cottonwood   Kiver.     Captain   Fisk,   assistant  quarter- 
master, is  stated  to  have  arrived  in  this  citfy  several  days  since, 
but  has  not  reported   at  these  headquarters.     IW  means  of 
furnishing  him  with  an  escort  are  exceedingly  limited,  Init  if 
he  will  take  advantage  of  the  protection  that  will  be  afforded  as 
far  as  the  James  Kiver  by  the  detachment  now  at  Fort  Ridgely, 
designated  to  build  Fort  AVadsworth,  which  will  march  on  the 
arrival  of  the  supply  train  now  en  route  from  Fort  Snelling,  I 
will  direct  a  company  of  cavalry  of  that  force  to  accompany 
Captain  Fisk's  train  a  part  of  the  distance  to  Grand  Kiver,  if, 
in  :^lajor  Clowney's  ..iudgment.  it  will  be  safe  for  so  snudl  a 
force  to  do  so.    Since  writing  the  foregoing  Captain  Fisk  has 
reported  to  me.  and  I  have  told  him  the  substance  of  your  in- 
structions and  my  reply.     lie   requires  sonu-  quartermaster's 
aiul  ordnance  stores,  which  will  be  furnished  him  unless  you 
direct  otherwise. 

II.  II.  SIBLEY.  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

34-Pt.  4-556.  • 
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Executive  Department, 
'  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  June  29,  1864. 
Colonel  J.  ^1.  Chivington, 

Commanding  District  of  Colorado. 
Sir:    I  enclose  for  your  consideration  the  following  copy 
of  a  letter  received  from  Uriah  ^l.  Curtis,  special  messenger  to 
the  Indians  of  the  phiins. 

JOHN  EVAXS,  Governor  of  Colorado  Territory. 

(Inclosure) 

Denver,  June  28,  1864. 

John  Evans, 

Gov.  Colo.  Ter.  and  Ex-officio  Supt.  Indian  Affairs. 
Dear  Sir:  During  the  last  few  days  I  have  received  re- 
liable information  that  the  Indians  of  the  plains  are  combining 
together  for  the  purpose  of  waging  war  against  the  whites  of 
Colorado  and  the  immigration.  I  have  also  information  from 
i\Ir.  Jones  that  there  is  a  heavy  force  of  Sioux  and  Cheyennes 
on  Powder  River.  Their  intention,  as  near  as  information  can 
be  obtained,  is  to  connnence  depredation  on  the  North  Platte 
and  not  to  unstring  the  bow  until  the  country  is  cleared  of  the 
v/hites.    Nothing  further. 

34-Pt.  4-596.  UPJAH  ^M.  CURTIS. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  June,  30,  1864. 
Hon.  Newton  Edv/ards,  (Edmunds) 

Governor  of  Dakota  Territory,  Yankton. 
Governor:  I  have  the  Inmor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  the  22d  instant:  General  Sully  was  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  the  foi'ces  in  Dakota  Territory  and 
charged  with  the  protection  of  its  frontier  settlements.  The 
sole  object  of  his  expedition  is  to  accomplish  this  purpose.  He 
was  ordered  to  have  a  sufficient  force  when  he  moved  against 
the  Indians*  to  render  your  frontier  secure,  and  if  necessary  for 
that  pun)ose  to  call  upon  tlie  Governor  of  Iowa  for  a  J>ufficient 
number  of  companies  of  the  100-day s  men  to  take  post  at  im- 
portant points  in  his  rear.    I  feel  sure  tlint  General  Sully  is  not 
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a  man  to  neglect  so  obvious  a  duty,  especially  when  it  has  been 
presented  to  him  in  positive  instructions.  It  is  possible  that 
you  may  be  mistaken  as  to  the  extent  of  the  arrang-ements  he 
has  made  in  that  view.  I  have  forwarded  to  him  a  copy  of 
your  letter,  with  directions  to  assure  the  safety  of  your  frontier 
settlements  during  his  absence  in  the  Indian  country. 

I  think  perhaps  that  you  nnderestimate  the  force  of  the 
hostile  bands  assembled  on  the  Missouri  below  old  Fort  Clarke. 
Fi'om  all  information  received  both  from  your  region  of  the 
country  and  through  :Mii]nesota,  by  way  of  Pembina  and  the 
head  of  the  Coteau  des  Prairies,  the  hostile  bands  are  assembled 
in  sufficient  force  to  tax  all  General  Sully's  means  of  campaign. 
At  all  events,  by  the  time  this  letter  reaches  you  he  will  have 
settled  the  matter  definitely  and  will  have  forces  to  spare,  if 
necessary  to  send  back  to  your  frontier.    I  am  sure  you  will 
agree  with  me.  Governor,  in  the  conviction  that,  to  secure  your 
frontier  completely  and  satisfactorily  and  with  any  hope  of 
permanent   results,   the  power  of  the  Yanktonais  and  Teton 
bands  of  Sioux  must  be  broken  to  pieces.    This  is  the  object, 
of  Sully's  expedition,  and  I  trust  it  will  meet  with  such  suc- 
cess as  will  assure  peace  with  the  Indians  of  Dakota,  which 
shall  be  as  near  final  as  can  be  hoped  for  any  peace  with  In- 
dians.   Whilst  securing  the  frontier  settlements  it  is  my  ob- 
ject to  establish  large  posts  in  the  Indian  country  far  beyond 
the  settlements,  which,  commanding  the  buffalo  range  of  the 
Teton  and  Yanktonais,  will  secure  peaceful  relations  hereafter. 

These  posts  are  so  located  that  they  furnish  a  line  from 
east  to  west  through  Dakota  far  north  of  your  settlements.  It 
is  hoped  and  believed  that  the  campaigu  of  this  summer  will 
finally  settle  Indian  hostilities  in  your  region  of  the  country. 
Of  course,  to  effect  such  a  success  we  must  use  all  the  means 
at  our  command,  and  I  confidently  expect  co-operation  and 
whatever  aid  of  personal  influence  is  at  your  command  to  quief 
unnecessary  apprehension  among  the  settlers.  You  know  as 
well  as  I  how  many  unscrupulous  persons  infest  our  whole 
frontier,  who  live  and  thrive  l)y  exciting  apprehension  and 
alarm  among  the  frontier  farmers.  It  should  be,  as  I  am  sure 
is,  our  mutual  purpose  so  to  conduct  matters  as-  best  to  secure 
peace  on  the  frontier  and  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  your 
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Territory-  and  of  the  Goverumeiit.  I  am  sure  I  have  no  other 
object,  and  equally  sure  that  I  }uive  exercised  my  best  judgment 
to  etl'ect  it.  I  confidently  believe  that  by  a  little  patience  on 
the  part  of  your  citizens  and  more  confidence  in  the  military 
authorities,  everything  will  be  settled  satisfactorily.  I  will 
take  immediate  measures  to  see  that  General  Sully's  orders  to 
the  officers  left  to  guard  the  frontier  are  strictly  complied  with. 
This  department  has  been  nearly  stripped  of  troops  to  supply 
the  absolute  necessities  of  our  armies  in  the  South,  but  what- 
ever I  can  do  with  the  means  at  my  command  to  secure  your 
frontier  and  the  interests  of  your  Territory  you  may  be  sure  I 
v/ill  always  be  ready  to  do  cheerfully. 

34-Pt.  4-604.       JXO.  POPE,  :\Iaj()r-General  Commanding. 

I  have  authorized  General  Sully  to  employ,  arm,  and  clothe 
for  temporary  service  at  their  respective  agencies,  as-  many 
friendly  Indians  as  may  be  needed  for  their  protection.  This 
was  done  at  the  request  of  the  Indian  agents. 


Abstract  from  Returns  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope.  U.  S.  Army.  Commanding, 
for  the  Month  of  June,  1864. 
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Troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  Ma j  .-Gen.  John 
Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding,  June  30,  1864. 
District  of  Iowa 
Northwestern  Indian  Expedition 

Brig.-Gen.  Alfred  Sully. 
8th  Minnesota,  Col.  Minor  T.  Thomas. 
30th  Wisconsin  (four  companies)  Col.  Daniel  J.  Dill. 
Dakota  Cavalry  (two  companies)  Capt.  Nelson  Miner. 
6th  Iowa  Cavalry  (eleven  companies)   Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  :\r. 
Pollock. 

7th  Iowa  Cavalry  (three  comi)anios)  Lieut.  Col.  John  Pattee. 
2d  Minnesota  Cavalry  (six  companies)  Col.  Kobert  IM.  McLaren. 
Minnesota  Cavalry  Battalion  (four  companies)  :\Iaj.  Alfred  B. 
Brackett. 

Indian  Scouts,  Capt  Christian  Stufft. 

3d  Minnesota  Battery  (two  sections)  Capt.  John  Jones. 


Farm  Island,  Dak.  Ter.    (Old  Fort  Sully) 
Lieut.  CoL  Edward  M.  Bartlett. 
30th  Wisconsin,  Companies  D  and  F,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  M. 
Bartlett. 

7th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Companies  K,  L,  and  M,  Capt.  Bradley  Ma- 
hana. 

Fort  Randall,  Dak.  Ter. 
Maj.  Tliomas  11.  Shephard 
6th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Company  K,  Capt.  .John  Logan. 

Davenport,  Iowa 
U.  S.  Veteran  Keserve  Corps  (two  companies)  Capt.  George  E. 
Judd. 

Keokuk,  Iowa 

IT.  S.  Veteran  Corps  (one  company)  Lieut.  D.  K.  Springer. 

Sioux  City,  Iowa 
7th  Iowa  Cavahy,  Company  1,  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Millard. 
34-Pt.  4-628. 
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Heaiquarters  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition. 

Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter.,  Jnly  1,  1864. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Department  of  the  Xortliwest. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  located  Fort  Rice 
this  day  on  a  point  of  the  ^Missouri  River  on  the  west  bank,  a 
little  above  the  outk^t  of  Lonir  Lake,  and  about  eight  miles  by 
water  above  the  mouth  of  the  Cannon  Ball  River.  Oii  the  3d 
of  July  I  put  the  troops  in  motion  from  Swan  Lake,  the  ^linne-; 
sota  colunui  having-  joined  me  there.  The  same  day  I  started 
with  the  steam-boats  up  the  Missouri,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
select  the  best  point  for  tlu^  [xi^^t  ordered  to  be  located  on  the 
Upper  ^Missouri.  I  found  the  river  in  a  fair  stage  of  water 
and  navigation  good,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  places 
where  the  boats  had  to  unload  and  double  trip.  About  fifteen 
miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Beaver  I  found  the  very  best 
point  on  the  river  to  establish  a  post,  on  account  of  grass,  soil, 
and  the  best  point  on  the  river  on  account  of  timber,  the 
heaviest  body  above  Sioux  City.  But  this  point  would  be  too 
far  south  to  establish  the  posts  and  carry  out  instructions.  The 
only  point  I  found  afttr  that  was  the  point  I  selected.  The 
banks  are  high  here,  with  sandstone  bluffs,  good  for  building. 
The  river  is  narrower  hei'e  than  at  any  point  I  have  seen,  so  it 
will  always  be  a  good  crossing.  There  is  a  very  long  belt  of 
timber  just  below  this  point  and  sevt  ral  very  heavy  bodies  just 
above.  Back  of  the  hills  about  four  miles  large  quantities  of 
cedar.  The  only  drawback  is  grass  and  soil,  which  are  poor. 
ITowever,  about  three  miles  up  tbe  river  is  a  large  bottom  of 
very  good  grass,  and  also  opposite-  another  large  prairie  of  fine 
grass.  I  have  also  communicated  with  my  connnand  by  means 
of  scouts,  while  on  my  trip  up  the  river,  and  tomorrow  they 
will  meet  me  at  this  point.  After  discharirino;  the  cargoes  of  the 
boats  I  shall  use  them  to  cross  the  connnand.  I  shall  then  send 
some  of  the  boats  down  to  Farm  Island  to  bring  up  the  freight 
left  there  })y  them,  and  by  boats,  I  understand,  which  were  order- 
ed at  this  point,  but  wliieh  bM't  their  freight  there.  "Why,  I  don't 
know,  for  I  lia\-t^  no  iirformation  of  the  names  of  the  boats, 
tlie  cargoes  tiny  left,  and  whero  they  were  to  go,  that  is.  of 
some  of  the  boats.    Tn  al!,  then-  is  near  LOOO  tons  left  at  Farm 
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Ibland.    This  reduces  me  in  commissary  stores,  but  as  I  under- 
stand-it  is  not  expected  to  establish  Devil's  Lake  this  year,  I 
can  get  along  without  them.     I  don't  believe  it  would  be 
possible  to  establish  tha.  post  until  after  my  campaign,  and 
then  it  would  be  too  late.    Day  before  yesterday  some  Indians 
on  the  bluff  made  signs  to  me.    They  wanted  to  speak  with  me. 
They  came  aboard,  proved  to  be  Yanktonais  that  were  in  the 
fight  last  year.    Seven  lodges.    They  gave  themselves  up,  stat- 
ing that  they  had  been  over  a  month  trying  to  get  away  from 
the  camp  of \he  enemy.    They  got  awny  on  the  plea  of  hunting 
buffalo.    They  also  stated  there  were  a  great  many  more  lodges, 
some  forty,  that  wei-e  out  and  dotermiued  to  come  in,  and  that 
a  very  large  band,  some  l,(iOO  lodges,  were  eager  for  a  light; 
that  I  would  find  them  near  the  head  of  Heart  River  or  on 
the  Little  ^Missouri— Gros  Ventres.    I  shall  start  boats  up  the 
Missouri  with  supplies  for  the  Yellowstone  if  they  can  get  up 
there.    It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  I  had  not  entirely  my 
own  way  in  the  hiring  of  transportation.    I  wished  to  engage 
i\fr.  Chouteau  to  take  up  all  the  Yellowstone  freights  last  April 
at  four  cents-  per  pound,  but  the  chief  of  transportation  at 
Saint  Louis  thought  it  would  not  be  best.    I  now  Avould  have 
had  all  my  stores  there,  and  in  ten  days  from  now  would  have 
discharged  every  boat,  thereby  saving  'the  Government  some 
expense.    I  shall  leave  here  in  a  few  days.    As  soon  as  I  can 
cross  my  conmiand  and  get  in  shape  I  shall  strike  west  be- 
tween the  Cannon  Ball  and  Heart  Kivers,  to  the  enemy's  camp, 
and  then  to  the  Yellowstone. 

41-Pt.  2-8.  ALF.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 

Headquarters  Xorthwestern  Indian  Expedition, 
Camp  No.  24,  Fort  Kiee,  Dak.  Ter.,  July  17.  1SG4. 
Assistant  Adjutant-Gene]-al, 

Department  of  the  Xortliwest : 

Sir:  Tomorrow  I  shall  take  up  my  line  of  marcli  westward 
A  lar^ue  body  of  emigrant  wagons  with  ox-teams  and  with 
women  and  children  have  followed  the  :\linnesota  troops  to  this 
point.  1  wisli  they  were  away  from  here.  I  can't  send  them 
back.  I  can't  leave  them  here,  for  I- can't  feed  them,  and 
they  even' have  come  to  me  for  permission  to  purchase  rations. 
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wliicli  I  eaiiiiot  do,  for  there  is  danger  of  my  not  getting  enough 
rations  up  here  to  supply  the  post  on  account  of  low  water, 
and  the  river  is  falling  very  rapidly.    Therefore  I  am  forced 
to  take  them  with  me.    Their  ox  teams  cannot  keep  up  with 
my  mules,     I  sIuiU  therefore  detail  400  men  to  march  with 
them.    This  will  leave  me  with  about  2,000  men  for  fighting; 
enough  if  they  were  worth  anything.    This  force  may  "appear 
small  comparing  it  with  my  returns  (near  4,000),  but  after  a 
long  march  over  the  prairie  many  men  not  used  to  the  life  get 
sick,  and  I  have  liad  to  leave  them  here  and  at  posts  on  the 
river,  and  also  the  force  to  build  this  post  and  to  guard  cattle 
and  horses.    :\Iy  boats  have  left  some  days  ago,  some  up  and 
some   down,   for  supplies,    but    the   appearance   of  the  river 
alarms  me.    Sand  bars  are  sliowing  thcjnselves  in  all  directions. 
If  the  boats  I  sent  below  ean't  lt.  t  u{)  with  supplies,  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  hire  teams  to  haul"  the  supplies  here  from  Farm 
Island  (172  miles)  at  a  great  exi)eiise.    I  wish  I  could  have  had 
niy  own  way  in  the  niatter  of  transportation.    I  know  I  could 
have   done   better   than  the   chief   of  transportation  at  Saint 
Louis,  for  I  am  better  aequaiuted  witii  the  river.    I  find  quite 
a  quantity  of  my  stores  are  d:im;i,i:ed,  particularly  the  iom\ 
which,  having  been  kept  so  l<Mig  in  the  hold  of  the  steamers  and 
m  sacks  has  become  heated.    In  ex{)loring  around  the  country 
quite  a  large  amount  of  eoal  lias  l)eeij  found     At  one  place, 
about  three  miles  from  here,  a  largv  mine  has  been  found  that 
has  every  indication  of  being  of  great  eonsoqueuee;  about  one- 
half  of  a  ledge,  about  sixteen  inches  wide,  cropping  out  tlie  side 
of  a  hill  has  l)een  found.    I  have  not  time  to  dig  and  find  the 
extent,  but  do  not  doubt  it  is  of  sufheient  size  ^o  be  of  great 
importance,  at  least  to  supply  fuel  to  the  post,  if  uot  for  other 
purposes.    If  it  turns  out  to  be  what  ]  have  everv  reason  to 
believe  it  will,  it  will  be  very  valuable.    I  am  tohf  it  is-  to  be 
found  in  many   places.     I   rinve   ineluded   it   in   the  military 
reservation. 

41-Pt.  2-22S.  Al.F.  SfiJ.V,  Bri-mlirr-Geneval. 
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Abstract  from  Returns  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army.  Commanding, 
for  the  Month  of  July,  1864. 

(Compiled  mainly  from  sul)ordinate  returns.) 


Command 


Present 
for  Duty 


I  i  I 

lOffi'rsiMenj 
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General    Headquarters   ,  lT!....i    17  24j... 

District   of  Iowa —                          |  I        I        I  I 

N.    W.    Indian   Exf.ed.    (Sully  ).•!  lO'j  2424  2783  :^TS,s! ..  . 

Garrisons,    etc.t.    Ten   Broeck>..,  76  176312044 .25;iG: ..  . 
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 I  !       I       i  I  

Total   1  279'5774'6832!s578!.  .  . 


Milwaukee 


8jln  the  field 
.  Davenport 
SISaint  Paul 
.  .  iMilwaukee 
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41-R.  2-496. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

:\lihvaukee,  Wis..  Aui^'iist  9.  1864. 
Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully,  Fort  Randall.  Dak.  Ter. 

General:  Your  several  letters  up  tt^  July  17,  the  day  be- 
fore ycni  left  Fort  Rice,  have  been  received.  Of  course  you 
are  authorized  to  retain  cm!y  the  infantry  at  Fort  Rice,  if  you 
think  it  judicious,  but  the  post  n)ust  be  left  with  a  force  which 
will  render  it  perfectly  secure.  It  will  be  too  late  when  your 
campaign  is  over  to  establisli  the  i)Ost  at  Devil's  Lake,  which 
must  be  left  until  next  year.  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to 
send  the  ^Hnnesota  troops  to  scour  the  region  between  the 
i\Iissouri  anel  James  Rivers  to  the  region  of  Devil's  Lake  be- 
fore tliey  return  to  Saint  Paul.  General  Sibley  reports  a  larp,'e 
force  of  Indians  between  the  Missonri  anel  James  Rivers,  who 
must  be  looked  after  before  you  close  your  field  operations. 
Your  posts,  Fort  Rice  and  the  post  on  tlie  Yellowstone,  m'ust  be 
left  well-supplied  for  a  full  year,  and  so  well  garrisoned  that 
no  possible^  danger  of  their  i)eing  captured  can  arise.  It  is  im- 
portant in  this  view  that  you  select  the  very  best  of  ot^icers 
you  have  to  connnand  them.     I  trust  you  will  not  Knive  the 
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upper  plains  until  a  definite  and  satisfactory  arrangement  be 
made  with  the  Indians.  After  beating  them,  such  an  arrange- 
ment will  i)robably  not  be  difficult.  A  portion  of  Colonel 
Thomas'  ^Minnesota  force  should,  on  their  return  to  the  State, 
pursue  the  direct  route  from  Fort  Rice  to  P^rt  AVadsworth,  on 
the  James,  so  as  to  open  the  trail  between  these  posts. 
41-Pt.  2-628.       JXO.  POPE,  :Major-General,  Commanding. 


.  Headquarters  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition. 
Camp  on  the  Yellowstone  Kivor,  Uak.  Ter.,  August  13,  1804. 
Sir:    I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  folh^nving  report  of  my 
operations  since  I  made  my  last  r^-port.  on  the  31st  of  July,  on 
my  return  to  Heart  River,  after  my  fight:* 

I  assembled  together  all  the  Indiaus  and  half-breed  guides 
I  had  to  consult  about  my  course.  I  had  not  quite  six  days' 
full  rations  on  hand,  and  I  must  strike  the  Yellowstone  by  the 
most  direct  route  at  tlie  Braseau  house,  where  I  ordered  two 
small  steamers  to  meet  me  the  first  part  of  xVugust.  They  all 
told  me  it  was  impossible  for  wagons  to  get  through  the  coun- 
try near  the  Little  ]\Iiss()iiri,  without  they  went  south,  the 
route  I  started  on  before  1  was  turned  to  the  north  by  the  re- 
port that  the  Indiaus  were  on  Knife  River.  I  would  thus  strike 
the  Yellowstone,  near  the  l\)wJer  River,  and  it  woidd  take  me 
two  or  three  weeks,  and  tluMi,  besides  I  could  not  meet  my 
boats'  there.  One  Indian,  however,  a  Yanktonian,  told  me  he 
had  frequently  been  across  that  country  on  war  parties,  and  he 
though  he  could  take  the  wagons  througli  by  digging  some 
through  the  hills.  I  placed  myself  under  his  guidance,  and  he 
took  me  in  a  west  direction  for  thi-ee  days  along  the  Heart 
River;  plenty  of  good  grass  aiul  water,  but  timber  scarce;  the 
count iw  filled  with  extei  isive  beds  of  coal,  in  some  places  veins 
ten  feet  thick.  From  what  I  have  seen,  eoal.  I  feel  sure,  can  be 
found  in  all  this  country,  from  the  .Missouri  west  to  the  Yellow- 
stone. On  the  oth  day  of  August  we  came  in  sight  of  tlie  Bad 
Lands,  which  exteiul  ahuig  the  Little  ^Missouri,  the  valley  be- 
ing about  twenty  miles  across:  through  the  middle  of  this  valley 
runs  the  river.    When  I  came  in  sight  of  this  country  from  the 


*See  Iftter  atui  reports  of  Octol.er  6th. 
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top  of  the  table-land  we  were  marching  on,  I  became  alarmed^ 
and  almost  despaired  of  ever  being  al)lc  to  cross  it,  and  should 
have  been  very  much  tempted,  had  I  rations  enongli,  to  turn 
back,  but  a  close  examination  of  my  rations,  I  found  I  only 
had  rations  for  six  days'  longer,  by  some  mistake  of  my  com- 
missary, I  suppose,  for  he  is  not  with  me  to  explain,  as  I  left 
him  back  at  Fort  Kice.    I  therefore  had  to  reduce  the  bread 
ration  one-third,  all  other  stores,  except  meat,  one-half,  so  as 
to  make  it  last  me  to  the  river.    We  camped  that  night  with 
little  or  no  grass,  and  but  a  few  holes  of  muddy  rain  water,  I 
have  not  suflicient  power  of  langujige  to  describe  the  country 
in  front  of  us.    It  was  grand,  dis-mn]  and  majestic.    You  can 
imagine  a  deep  basin,  bUO  feet  deep  and  twenty-five  miles  in 
diameter,  filled  with  a  number  of  cones  and  oven-shaped  knolls 
of  all  sizes,  from  twenty  feet  to  several  hundred  feet  high^ 
sometimes  by  themselves,  sometimes  piled  large  heaps  one  on 
top  of  another,  in  all  conceivable  shapes  and  confusion,  ^lost 
Ox  these  hills  were  of  a  gray  clay,  but  many  of  a  light  brick 
color,  of  burnt  clay:  litile  or  no  vegetation.    Some  of  tlie  sides, 
of  the  hills,  liou't-ver.  were  covered  with  a  few  scrub  cedars. 
Viewed  in  tlie  <listance  at  sunset  it  looked  exactly  like  the 
ruins  of  an  ancient  city.     :\ly  Indian  guide  appeared  to  be 
confident  of  success  and  trusting  to  him  I  started  next  morning: 
aud  by  dint  of  hard  diiiging  sueeeded  hy  night  in  reaching  the 
banks  of  the  Little  r^Hssouri.  about  twelve  iiiiles.    I  regret  very 
much  that  some  gentleman  well  ae(piainted  with  geology  and 
mineralogy  did  not  accompaiiy  the  exix  dition.  for  we  marched 
through  a   most  wonderful   and  interesting  country.     It  was. 
covered  Avith  pieces  of  petrified  wood,  and  on  the  tops  of  some 
of  the  hills  we  found  petrifi*  d  stumps  of  trees,  the  remains  of 
a   great  forest.     In   some    cases   these    trees   are   sixteen  to 
eighteen  feet  in  diameter.    Large  quantities  of  iron  ore,  lava 
and  impressions  in  rocks  of  leaves  or  a  size  and  shape  not 
known  to  any  of  us.    The  banks  of  the  Little  :\lissouri  are 
thickly   timbered   with    eottonwood,    ami    the   river  resem])les- 
very  nuich  the  ^Missouri,  on  a  small  seale.    We  had  now  reached 
the  river  and  the  middle  of  the  Bad  Lands.    Having  dug  our 
way  down  to  this  point,  it  was  now  n(H-essary  to  dig  our  way 
out.    I  therefore  ordered  out  a  strong  workinii-  party,  with  four 
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companies  of  cavalry,  under  charge  of  Lien  tenant-Colonel 
Pattee.  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry.  I  remained  in  camp  to  allow  the 
animals  to  rest  and  piek  up  what  grass-  eordd  be  found  around, 
(here  being  very  little  to  be  found.  Some  few  of  the  juen, 
however,  without  orders,  took  their  horses  into  the  timber 
beyond  the  pickets,  leaving  their  saddles  and  arms  in  camp, 
a  small  party  of  Indians  crawled  up  to  them,  fired  on  them, 
creating  a  stampede.  ^lo%t  of  the  men  ran  away,  leaving  their 
horses,  which  were  retaken,  save  one  or  two.  A  company  was 
sent  in  pursuit,  but  tiie  Indiums  escaped  through  some  of  the 
rannerous  ravines  and  forests.  As  we  liad  saddled  and  hitched 
:i]>  everything  at  ilie  first  Mlarm.  I  liroke  camp  an.l  m».n'ed  up 
the  river  three  nules  in  the  direction  of  our  route,  where  the 
glass  was  said  to  be  bette}-.  By  evening  the  ^vorking  party 
under  Colonel  Pattee  returned,  Imviiig  cut  three  miles  of  the 
road.  A  part  of  a  company,  liowever,  f>y  accident  had  been 
left  behind.  They  were  surroundt  d  by  Indians  and  were  nearly 
cut  otT.  but  by  a  hasty  retreat  they  sur-eeeded  in  getting  throu<2'h 
the  deep  gorge,  where  the  road  was  cut.  tlie  Indians  liring  at 
them  from  the  tops  of  the  hills.  'J1iey  pursued  theiu  to  the 
river  and  showed  themselves  on  {cp  of  the  high  bluffs  0])posite 
my  camp,  firing  into  my  camp,  but  a  few  shells  from  Jones' 
battery  soon  scattered  them,  and  witii  tlie  exception  of  a  little 
picket  firing  there  ^^'as  no  more  trouble  that  night.  I  now  knew 
I  had  come  upon  the  Indians  I  fouLrht  a  week  ago,  and  in  the 
worst  possible  section  of  country  I  could  possibly  wish  to 
encounter  an  enemy. 

]\iy  road  lay  through  a  succession  of  mountain  a'orges, 
down  deep  ravines,  with  perpendicular  bluffs,  so  narrow  only 
one  Avagon  could  pass  at  a  time,  intei'seeted  vrith  valleys,  dov.ii 
Vvhieh  the  Indians  could  dash  onto  any  point  of  niy  train. 
Stretched  out  in  a  single  line  we  wouhl  extend  from  three  to 
four  miles.  The  large  emigrant  train  I  had  were  ox  teams 
heavily  loaded,  and  it  vras  imi)0ssible  to  move  them  exeei)t  at  a. 
Sjiail  pace:  I  felt  more  a[)prehension  for  their  safetv  than  for 
that  of  my  command,  for  tliey  had  with  them  a  large  numb'U- 
of  Avomen  and  children.  Therefofe  I  took  every  preeaiition 
for  protection  as  well  as  for  attaeking.  I  distributed  my  l-omi- 
man.d  alonu'.  the  tlanks  of  tlu'  train  and  a  strong,  -jruard  in  the 
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rear,  with  Captain  Pope's  four  howitzers,  with  orders  for  com- 
panies to  dismount  and  take  the  heights  at  dangerous  points, 
remaining  there  until  the  next  company  in  the  rear  relieved 
them.    I  "sent  three  companies  of  the  Second  brigade,  who  had 
Ihe  advance,  ahead  with  a  pioneer  party,  followed  by  Jones' 
b.attery.    Colonel  Thomas,  with  the  rest  of  the  Second  brigade, 
followed  on  the  flanks  of  the  wagons,  while  the  First  brigade 
followed  guarding  the  rest  of  the  trains.    I  accompanied  the 
aavance  brigade.     I   had   given   ordeis  that   at   every  point 
where  the.  nature  of  the  ground  would  allow  it  for  the  teams 
to  double  up  and  park  as  dose' as  tliey  could,  so  as  to  close  up 
the  rear.    After  marching  aljout  three  miles  we  came  onto  the 
Indians  strongly  posted  in  front  and  on  the  ■  flanks  of  a  deep 
mountain  pass.    They  were  dislodged  after  some  Utile  trouble, 
the  shells  from  Jones'  battery  doing  good  execution,  and  the 
advance  with  other  troops  pushed  on  Avhile  the  pioneer  party 
made  the  road.    The  Indians  attacked  me  on  the  flanks  and 
rear  at  the  same  time,  but  on  all  occasions  they  were  repulsed 
with  heavy  loss  by  troops  nearby,  and  thus  we  advanced  fight- 
ing, hunting  a  road  and  diggmg  it  out,  till  we  reached  a  small 
lake  and  spring  about  ten  miles  from  our  starting  point,  repuls- 
ing the  Indians  at  every  point  with  greats  slaughter.    1  speak 
partly  from  what  I  saw,  for  in  their  hasty  retreat  they  had  to 
leave  in  many  instances  their  dead  on  the  ground;  they  carried 
them  ofl  whenever  they  could.    At  the  spring  there  was  for  a 
short  time  quite  a  brisk  little  skirmish,  the  Indians  trying  to 
keep  us  from  the  ,  only  water  we  had  that  day,  and  the  day 
was  so  hot  that  the  animals-  were  sufl'ering  very  much,  having 
not  had  much  to  eat  for  two  days.    Part  of  Colonel  :\IeLaren's 
Second  Minnesota  had  most  of  the  work  h^re.     One  of^  his 
companies  in  advance  got  separated  from  the  rest  and  'sur- 
rounded; they,  however,  got  into  a  hollow  and  defended  them- 
s^elves  until  relieved  by  other  companies  sent  out  from  Coloiiol 
Thomas's  connnand.    Their  loss,  however,  was  slight  in  com- 
parison with  their  danger.    Unfortunately  this  Jay  I  lost  the 
services  of  my  guide.  "  He  was  shot,  having  ventured  too  far 
in  advance.    He  was  the  only  .one  who  knew  the  country  over 
which  we  were  marching. 
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The  next  morning:  wo  moved  forward.  The  Indians  were  in 
front  of  ns,  appearing  as  if  they  intended  to  give  ns  battle. 
Probably  about  1,000  showed  themsolves.  I  pushed  forward 
Major  House,  Sixth  Iowa,  with  two  companies  of  the  Sixth 
Iowa,  and  Captain  Tripp's  Dakota  oavalry,  and  sent  forward 
^lajor  Brackett  with  one  company  of  his  ])attalion,  and  Pope's 
four  howitzers,  dismounting  the  rest  of  the  Sixth  Iowa,  under 
Lieutenant-Golonel  Pollock  on  the  right,  and  three  companies 
of  the  Seventh  Iowa,  luider  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pattee  on  the 
left,  to  push  out  -and  clear  our  tianks,  p.nd  moved  forward  with 
Jones'  battery  and  the  train.  Colonel  Thomas,  with  his  I\Iin- 
nesota  brigade,  taking  care  of  the  rear.  AVe  advanced  without 
much  trouble,  with  a  little  skirmislving  in  front,  and  also  an 
attack  in  rear.  The  enemy  were  T'e|)u!sed  on  all  sides.  It  was 
evident  in  spite  of  all  their  boasting  all  figlitiug  was  out  of 
fjjem.  A  few  miles  brought  us  to  an  open  country,  and  the  last 
we  saw  of  the  Indians  was  a  cloud  of  du.st  some  six  or  eight 
miles  off,  running  as  fast  as-  they  could.  They  were  better 
mounted  than  we  were.  The  men  behaved  well.  There  were 
many  acts  of  individual  bravery  displayt^d.  A  great  deal  of 
ingenuity  in  many  instances  was  shown  l)y  the  men  in  trapping 
the  Indians  who,  afraid  of  our  long-ranged  rifles  and  artillery, 
kept  themselves  at  a  respectful  distance.  Parties  would  crawl 
out  behind  hills  while  a  small  party  mounted  would  dash  onto 
the  Indians,  fire  and  retreat,  drawing  the  Indians-  into  the 
ambuscade,  when  they  would  succeed  in  emptying  a  few  saddles 
and  capturing  a  few  ponies.  It  i.'^'  impossible  for  me  to  giv^ 
anything  like  a  report  of  the  numbei-  of  Indians  killed,  the 
fighting  extended  over  so  great  a  distance,  and  was-  a  succession 
of  skirmishes;  there  was  rertainly  over  lOU  killed.  Other  officers 
feel  sure  that  there  were  double  or  even  treble  that  number. 
It  is  certain,  however,  their  loss  was  very  heavy.  The  same 
Indians  I  fought  before  were  entraged,  besides  Cheyennes, 
Bniles,  Minneconjous  and  otiier  from  the  South.  This  I  got 
from  my  own  Indians,  who,  during  the  fight,  conversed  with 
them  from  behind  the  hills.  They  met  me  under  every  disad- 
vantage on  the  strongest  of  positions  and  were  entii'ely  crushed 
and  routed.  If  I  had  had  anything  to  eat  and  was  not  encum- 
bered with  an  emigrant  train,  and  if  my  animals  had  not  been 
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without  lood  for  so  many  days,  I  migiit  have  overtaken  sonit 
of  them,  for  they  fled  in  all  directions. 

I  would  here  state  that  on  crossing  the  Litt\^  .Missouri  I 
found  the  country  covered  with  myriads  of  grasshoppers,  who 
had  eaten  everything.  ]\Iy  animals  were  almost  starved.  I 
found  this  state  of  things  all  the  way  to  the  Yellowstone,  and 
I  was  obliged  to  abandon  and  shoot  a  number  of  animals  on  the 
road.  After  jiiarchhig  six  miles  this  day,  we  ean^.e  to  the  place 
where  the  Indians  had  left  about  thirty  hours  before  my  arrival. 
From  the  size  of  their  camp,  or  rather  bivouac,  for  they  had 
pitched  no  lodges,  I  sliould  judge  all  tlie  Indians  in  the  country 
had  assoDibled  there.  Tlio  si)iice  they  t)ecupied  was  over  one 
mile  long  and  half  a  mile  wide,  besides  which  we  discovered 
camps  all  over  the  country,  close  by  the  spot.  I  found  the 
lodge  trails  turned  to  the  left  in  a  southwest  direction.  We 
still  continued  our  course  west  and  north,  and  next  day  crossed 
a  heavy  trail  going  northwest  toward  the  same  front  where  I 
had  first  fought  them.  It  was  evidentH'  not  all  the  Iodides  thnt 
went  that  way.  AYe  continued  our  way  ci cross  the  country  to  the 
Yellowstone,  which  we  reached  on  the  12tli  of  August,  over  a 
section  of  country  I  never  wish  to  travel  again;  our  animals 
half  dead  with  hunger!  the  grass  entirely  eaten  off.  I  should 
judge  it  was  never  very  good  grass  in  the  best  of  seasons. 
The  water  we  had  to  drink  the  worst  sort  of  alkali  water;  this 
told  on  the  animals.  Fortunately  we  here  met  the  two  boats  I 
ordered  to  get  up  the  Yellowstone  if  possible,  and  the  first 
steamer  that  ever  attempted  to  ascend  this  river.  These  boats 
were  the  Chippewa  Falls  and  Alone,  small  stern-wheel  steam- 
ers, the  former  drawing  only  twelve  inches  light:  they  each  had 
about  fifty  tons  of  freiglit :  very  little  of  it  corn.  The  steamer 
Island  City,  having  aboard  nearly  all  my  corn,  struck  a  snag 
near  Fort  T^nion  and  sunk.  'I  \\c  steauiers  attempted  to  go 
above  this  point,  but  a  rapid  shoal  rendered  it  impossible.  It 
was  also  fortunate  for  the  boats  that  we  arrived  when  we  did, 
for  the  water  is  falling  fast,  and  it  Avil]  be  impossible  for  them 
to  go  down  the  stream  over  the  rapids  below  withoiit  the  help 
of  our  wagons.  Having  no  ^-rain  to  rccup^n-.-ite  my  aiiiMials,  I 
had  .to  ai^ain  -(change  my  plans. 
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I  intended  to  aL-ain  slrike  across  the  country  northeast  in 
liopes  of  reachinir  the  Indians  again,  but  without  any  grass 
for  several  days  this  could  not  be  done  I  therefore  crossed  the 
-ccmniand  over  the  river,  fordinof  it  with  my  wagons  without 
much  difficulty.  The  building  of  the  post  on  the  Yellowstone 
this  year  I  consid.^r  not  practicable.  The  loss  of  one  of  my 
l)cats,  the  inii)ossibility  of  getting  boats  this  late  up  the  river, 
^nd  the  want  of  grass  preventing  uic  from  hauling  stores  sev- 
eral hundred  miles  up  the  river  will  show  you  the  reasons. 
I  shall  follow  down  the  Yellowstone  to  its  moutli,  cross  the 
^Missouri  and  down  it  to  Berthold.  I  ^vill  by  this-  means  have 
grass  and  a  good  road,  though  I  increase  my  distance  over  100 
miles.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  reports  of  com- 
manders in  regard  to  the  part  they  took  in  the  different 
■skirmishes. 

41-Pt.  1-144.  AbF  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 

J^ssistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Northwest. 


Headquarters  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition, 

Cam})  on  tht-  Yellowstone,  August  13,  1864. 
]\i a j or- General  Pope. 
iMilwaukee,  Wis.: 

We  reached  here  yesterday,  met  the  Sioux  Nations  in  very 
great-  numbers  in  the  hills  west  of  the  Little  :\Iissouri  Kiver- 
Ihe  same  we  fought  thive  w(Hd^s  ago.  Fought  them  all  day  and 
part  of  next:  dispersed  them  with  great  loss.  Indians  scattered 
in  all  directions. 

41-Pt.  2-695.  ALF.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition, 

Fort  Union,  August  18,  1864. 

IVTajor-General  Pope: 

General:  You  have  before  this  time  received  my  official 
report  of  my  fight  and  operations  last  July,  and  of  my  nuirch 
to  Yellowstone  with  accompanyiuo-  skirmishes.  I  now  write 
you  unofficially  my  opinion  al)()ut  nintters  and  things  in  <:ei\- 
oral.-  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  ifnpracticahilty  of  a  road 
fur  emigrants  over  the  route  I  took.     The  guides.*  h:df-breeds 
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and  Indians  tell  me  the  route  is  mucli  better  farther  south, 
along  the  Cannon  Ball  and  then  toward  the  Powder  River,  but 
I  place  little  reliance  in  what  they  say,  for  their  judgment  in 
such  matters  is  not  good.    All  the  country  in  the  vicnuty  of 
the  Little  Missouri  is  very  much  broken,  I  might  say  tumbled 
to  pieces.    It  att'ords  an  excellent  protection  in  every  part  of  it 
for  twenty-five  miles  for  a  small  body  of  Indians  to  torment, 
worry  out  and  exterminate  an  unprotected  emigrant  train.  At 
the  same  time  the  Indians  have  every  opportunity  to  escape 
from  any  force  at  their  pleasure.    There  will  certainly  be  no 
safety  in  traveling  there  till  the  Indians  are  exterminated.  Peace 
might  be  made  with  tliem,  yet  there  would  be  always  plenty 
tha^t  the  head  of  the  bands  could  not  control,  who  would  do 
mischief.    This  country  is  as  bad  if  not  worse  than  Florida  to 
hunt  the  Indians  in,  and  one  year's  campaign  can't  linish  the 
V7ar.    It  is  late  in  the  season  before  troops  can  reach  this  coun- 
try, then  when  you  march  through  the  country  the  Indians  on 
top  of  the  hills  can  see  you  for  miles.    I  am  sure  I  would  not 
have  overtaken  them  had  they  not  felt  sure  they  could  whip 
me.    By  the  time  you  overtake  them  yonr  aninials  are  reduced 
for  want  of  forage,  your  rations  are  out,  and  you  have  to  fall 
back.    The  only  way  to  tinish  up  these  Indians  is  to  establish 
depots  of  provisions  at  points  in  their  country,  and  keep  after 
tliem  until  you  run  them  down.    I  don't  think  the  Indians  will 
over  again  ' attempt  to  unite  and  make  a  stand  against  the 
whites.    They  are  fully  convinced  that  they  can  do  nothing, 
and  the  Uncpapas,  who  have  been  the  great  boasters  that  they 
alone  could  clear  out  any  body  of  whites  sent  against  them, 
were  the  poorest  fighters-  in  the  whole  crowd  that  opposed  me. 
Although  I  may  not  have  been  successful  in  carrying  out  all 
the   expectations  of  the   Government   in   building   posts  and 
entirely  finishing  the  war— that  is,  bringing  the   Indians  to 
their  knees  to  beg  for  peace— yet  we  have  done  everything  that 
was  in  the  power  of  man  to  do  with  obstacles  before  us— want 
of  grass,  want  of  water,  and  want  of  everything  to  eat.  Yet 
with  all  these  drawbacks  we  have  c'^nipletcly  crushed  the  united 
power  of  air  the  Sioux  and  dispersed  them  in  all  directions.  I 
am  told  the  Santees  are  on  the  blouse  River  almost  starving 
find  want  to  give  themselves  up.    If  they  are  not  too  far  for 
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rations  on  hand  I  will  send  after  them.  I  shall  write  you  offi- 
cially about  this  post  and  Indian  matters  here.  Why  can't  the 
Government  send  all  the  traders  out  of  the  country?  The 
annuity  goods  also  is  a  matter  that  heats  anything  I  have  heard 
in  rascality,  if  all  I  have  heard  is  true.  I  shall  get  affidavits 
to  the  facts. 

41-Pt.  2-676.  ALF.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Xortlnvesttrn  Indian  Expedition, 
Fort  Union,  Dak.  Ter.,  August  18  i'J),  1864. 
Sir:    :\Iy  last  report,  djited  August  13,  was  written  after 
we  had  crossed  the  Yellowstone.     I  started  on  the   14th  of 
August    down    the    river.      Grass    was    quite    scarce  and 
very  much  scattered.     In  consequence  I  had  to  scatter  my 
command.    This,  I  am  informed  by  those  who  ought  to  know, 
is  not  the  case  generally,  but  this  season  there  were  no  snows 
and  rain  fell  too  late  to  be  of  much  service.    The  country 
appeared  to  be  completely  burned  over  by  the  sun,  as  .if  there 
had  been  a  fire  over  the  prairie.    It  was  reported  to  me  that 
the  boats   eould   not   yet    -h'wn   ihc   river   over  the  different 
rapids.    Therefore  I  had  to  unload  the  wagons  and  send  them 
to  unload  tlit  boats,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  men  I  placed 
aboard  the  boats  I  succeeded  in  getting  them  to  this  point  on 
the  17th  instant.    1  had  some  difliculty  in  getting  ^across  the 
Missouri,  owing  to  the  quieksands.    I  could  not  ford  it  with 
Avagons.    Tliey  were  all  unloaded,  taken  to  pieces  and  placed 
on  boats  and  the  animals  .swam  across.    On  the  20th  of  August 
I  succeeded  in  getting  everything  across,  with  the  loss  of  one 
man  and  three  animals  drowned  and  two  wagons  broken.  It 
is  now  a  mouth  since  we  started  from  Fort  Rice,  and  during 
that  time  we  have  marched  about  460  miles  over  a  most  diffi- 
cult country.    The  firs't  night  alter  I  got  across  a  party  of 
Crows  came  in,  reporting-  they  had  been  chased  by  a  very  large 
party  of  Sioux.    I  sent  out  Major  Brackett  and  his  battalion, 
and  two  pieces  under  CUiptain  Pope,  witli  these  Indians  after 
the  Sioux,  but  after  hunting  all  o\er  the  country  they  returned, 
reporting  no  sign  of  Indians,  but  a  fresh  track  of  a  large  body 
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of  buffalo.    The  chief  of  the  Crows  expressed  the  most  friendly 
feeling  toward  the  whites,   and  wished  me  to   remain  here 
till  he  could  brino:  the  nation  in  to  see  me.    This  I  could  not 
promise.    The  traders  here  report  that  they  expressed  quite  a 
different  feeling  toward  the  wliites  before  they  heard  I  was  m 
the  country.    The  Assiniboines  were  here  a  few  days  before  I 
arrived  to  receive  their  goods.    They  got  part  of  them,  issued 
by  the  commanding  officer,  for  the  agent  of  all  these  upper 
bands  left  some  weeks  ago.    This  system  of  issuing  annuity 
goods  is  one  grand  humbug.    The  annuities  sent  are  so  verj 
small  that  it  is  impossible  for  every  one  of  the  nation  to  get  a 
share,  without  they  are  issued  at  the  rate  of  spoonsful  of  sugar, 
and  strips  of  cloth  oiie  inch  wide  per  man.    The  strongest  and 
boldest  of  the'  bands,  and  often  the  worst  Indians,   get  the 
largest  share.    Tliis  breeds  dissatisfaction.     The  agent  comes 
up  the  river  with  the  goods  on  some  boat,  and  if  he  don't 
find  the  Indians  present  to  receive  their  annuities  he  returns 
in  the  boat,  leaving  the  stores  in  charge  of  the  fort,  to  be 
issued  or  not,  as  may  seem  best,  and  liable  to  be  stolen.  It 
cannot  be  expected  of  the  Indians  that  they  will  leave  their 
hunting  grounds  and  bruig  their  families  to  some  fort,  where 
there  is  no  game,  to  .starve  while  waiting  to  receive  a  spoonful 
of  sugar  or  a  few  beads,  and  part  of  ti  blanket  per  head,  and 
maybe  have  to  wait  for  weeks  and  weeks  at  one  of  the  forts 
the  arrival  of  the  agent  with  the  goods,  who  nuist  j:eturn  in  the 
boat  that  brought  him  up,  or  be  obliged  to  remain  up  in  the 
country  until  next  year.    It  would  be  better  to  do  away  witl\ 
tnis  annuity  business?  altogether,  as  the  Indians  call  it  paying 
them  to  be  good,  or  if  it  be  considered  necessary  to  make  a 
tribe  a  present  let  it  be  on  tlieir  good  conduct  and  when  ordered 
by  the  President,  or  let  the  goods  remain  for  several  years  to 
accumulate  to  a  respectful  amount,  and  send  them  under  charge 
oi    some  honest  man,   who  would   remain  •  and  see   that  the 
Indians  got  them.    I  have  parted  with  my  emigrant  train,  but 
not  until  they  had  succeeded  in  giving  me  fiu'ther  cause  not  to 
forget  them.    Quite  a  number  of  horses,  nuiles  and  oxen  turned 
up  missing.    At  first  it  was  supposed  they  liad  strayed  away 
in  the  thick  timber:  a  large  number  o.f  pistols  and  other  arms 
and  property  were  also  rep(U'ted  to  mt  missing,  and  several 
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deserters.  I  therefore  sent  a  force  after  the  Idaho  gentlemen: 
thej  overtook  part  of  it,  for  it  was  scattered  all  over  the 
eonntry.  Twenty  Indians-  conld  have  captured  them  m  detail. 
The  part  of  the  train  my  troo{)s  overtook  was  compose.]  of  tlie 
better  class  of  citizens;  they  only  had  nine  oxen,  six  hor^ses. 
and  a  few  rifles.  They  acknowledged  that  a  party  ahead  had  a 
very  large  amount  of  arms  that  they  had  purchased  fron-.  sol- 
diers for  whiskey,  but  as-  they  had  good  animals,  siv^len  ouis, 
they  were  some  twenty  miles  ahead;  with  them  v\'ere  th-.' 
deserters.  These  gentlemen  expressed  great  regret  that  they 
should  be  assoeiatett-  with  such  scoundrels,  yet  tney  did  not 
give  me  information  liy  wliich  I  might  have  caught  these  men. 
I  suppose  they  did  not  think  it  of  importance.  This  fort  is 
an  old,  dilapidated  aliair.  almost  falling  to  pieces.  I  have  hin-e 
deposited  the  stores  1  intended  for  the  post  up  the  Veliowstone, 
under  charge  of  Company  I.  Thirtieth  Wisconsin.  This  com- 
mand will  remain  here  this  winter  to  guard  the  stores.  I  look 
upon  the  position  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone  as  a  \  cry 
important  one  as  a  depot  of  sup])lies. 

Fort  Union  is  too  far  above  the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone 
and  frequently  inncces.vible.  1  theret'ore  made  a  militaiy  reser- 
vation about  four  mih's  square  at  and  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Yellowstone  River,  taking  in  all  tlie  heaviest  i)odies  of  timber. 

The  two  boats  start  below  in  a  day  or  so  with  the  sick  and 
vvouncied.  As  soon  as  I  b^aa  up  jiiy  train  I  wilKstart  for  Fort 
Berthold. 

41-Ft.  1-148.  ALF.  Sl'FLY,  Brigadier-General. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General.  Dept.  of  tlie  Northwest. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  AVis-.,  August  29,  18()4. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  S;ully, 
Fort  liice : 

(Care  of  Commanding  Officer  Sioux  Cit^',  vi:i  Council  .Bluffs i 
Orders  sent  to  you  in  a  letter  of  August  Ifi  to  send  back 
I^Jinnesota  troo])s  are  not  intended  to  break  up  your  expedition 
before  held  operations  are  over,  ^liuiiesota  troops  to  lie  .->ent 
back  wlien  lield  operations  south  of  ]\[iss(niri  Kiviu*  are  ended. 
41-Pt.  2-931.  JXO.  POPK,  :Major-(;encral. 
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Headquarters  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition, 

Fort  Berthold,  August  29,  1864. 
Sir:    I  started  from  Port  Union  on  the  21st  and  reached 
this  point  yesterday.    Our  march  at  first  had  to  be  slow  on 
acco-ont  of  our  animals,  but  after  marching  aboiit  seventy  miles 
the  grass  improved  greatly,  and  in  consequence  our  animals. 
It  was  my  intention  to  come  to  this'  point,  as  I  would  here,  no 
doubt,  be  able  to  learn  something  about  the  Sioux  from  the 
Ree  Indians.    After  marching  down  the  river  six  days,  about 
eighty  miles  by  land  below  Union,  we  came  to  a  point  near  the 
head  of  Big  Bend,  where  a  very  large  body  of  Indians  had 
crossed  the  ^^lissouri,  about  ton  days  before,  and  camped  there 
one  night.    There  were  very  few  trails  of  lodges,  but  a  very 
large  number  of  pony  tracks,  some  thousand  at  least.  Their 
tracks,  after  going  north,  appeared  to  turn  to  the  east  and 
cross  the  Little  Knife  River,  in  the  direction  of  Devil's  Lake. 
These  were  undoubtedly  the  same  Indians  whose  trail  I  men- 
tioned we  crossed  after  our  fighting  in  the  hills  east  of  the 
Yellowstone,  and  I  had  no  doubt  they  were  the  Yanktonais; 
this  afterward  found  out  was  the  case.    They  may  have  gone 
into  the  British  possessions,  for  all   the  Indians  Avell  know 
that  we  are  not  authorized  lo  cross  the  line.    The  half-breeds 
of  the  north  keep  them  well  posted  in  these  matters;  it  is  to 
their  interest  to  draw  all  the  trade  to  their  country.    On  my 
arrival  at  Berthold  I  met  all  the  Indians  of  the  Ree,  Gros 
Ventres,  and  :Mandan  Nations.    They  were  busy  collecting  their 
corn,  of  which  they  have  a  very  large  amount.    They  were  all 
glad  to  see  me,  as  tliey  expressed  themselves.    They  now  felt 
as  if  they  were  relieved  from   slavery.     They  offered  their 
services  to  go  out  with  me.    A  large  party  of  them  had  started 
in  July  to  meet  me,  but  found  by  my  trail  I  had  passed  so 
long  ago  they  went  to  Fort  IJiee.    These  Indians-  have  for  years 
been  friends  to  the  whites;  they  are  industrious  and  look  well, 
off.    The  Sioux  tried  hard  to  get  them  to  join  them.    This  they 
vrould  not  do,  but  had  to  mak'c  peace  with  them,  as  they  were 
too  weak  to  contend  agaiiist  this  powerful  tribe.    They  ought 
to  be  pi'otected,  as  they  afford  in  a  measure  a  barrier  against 
the  .Sioux  holding  all  the  country   near  the   river.     On  this 
account,  aud  as  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  keep  up  the  com- 
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municatioii  up  the  river,  I  ordered  Captain  :\Ioreland,  with  his 
company  (G,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry),  to  garrison  the  fort.  This  post 
is  the  best  point  from  which  to  supply  the  post  at  Devil  s  Lake. 

In  conversing  with  the  Kees  in  regard  to  the  trail  I  had 
crossed,  they  all  agreed  that  undoubtedly  the  Sioux  had  gone 
to  the  :\Iaison  du  Chien  Buttc^*^  and  not  to  the  line.  The  day 
after  I  arrived  a  Vanktonais  Indian  arrived,  who  had  married 
a  Kee  squaw;  he  came  to  see  me;  I  knew  him  as  a  brother  of 
Big  Head.  He  reported  tliat  he  had  just  come  from  the  camp 
of  the  Yanktonais,  at  a  lake,  the  head  of  the  Little  Knife  River; 
that  there  they  had  met  a  party  of  half-breeds  of  the  north, 
who  had  furnished  theni  seven  kegs  of  powder  and  balls,  and 
that  by  their  invitation  they  wert^  thru  on  their  Avay  to  the 
British  line.  He  also  stated  that  the  Chiefs  Black  Catfish  and 
3,Iedicine  Bull  and  some  of  the  bead  men  had  told  him  that  they 
washed  to  make  peace,  and  wanted  to  come  in  but  were  afraid: 
that  they  Avould  not  have  g(»t  into  this  scrape  had  it  not  been 
for  the  I^ncpapas  and  other  tribes  south;  that  at  the  first  battle 
I  had,  they  were  satisfied  the  rnc])apas  were  better  at  talking 
tlian  fighting;  that  at  the  nc^xt  fight  they  moved  out  of  the  way 
and  then  left  the  rest,  going  north,  while  the  rest  had  gone  into 
the  Black  Hills;  also  that  Two  Bears  left  to  go  to  Fort  llice 
The  Indians  had  lost  most  of  their  lodges  and  baggage,  and 
were  -n  a  very  distresseel  f-ondition.  I  give  you  his  story  for 
what  it  is  worth;  it  may  i)e  true,  but  it  is  just  as  likely  false. 
However,  I  gave  this  Yanktonais  a  paper  and  sent  him  back 
to  bring  in  the  Yanktonais  to  Foi-t  Kice  and  I  woidd  talk  to 
them.  I  told  him  I  intended  to  go  north  after  these  Indians, 
•but  that  I  would  not  go  now  after  what  he  said;  in  fact,  it  was 
liot  in  my  power  to  go,  as  I  had  not  rations  enough. 

On  the  30th  I  started  down  the  river.    I  shall  march  down 
some  distance,  and  then  turn  off  toward  Devil's  Lake,  when  I 
shall  know  if  this  Indian  has  told  me  the  truth. 
41-Pt.  1-150.  .  ALF.  SULLY.  Brigadier-General. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 


'oThis  is  the  famous  Po^'s  Den  in  Ward  county,  North  Dakota 
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Hea4qii*irters  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition, 

Camp  Fort  Rice,  September  9,  1864. 

General:     On  my  arrival  here   I  received  the  first  com- 
munication I  have  received  for  tv/o  months.    I  reached  here 
with  my  stalt*  yes-terday,  the  command  today.    I  have  not  time 
to  address  you  ottieially  and  tlicrefore  write  in  private  a  short 
note  which  I  shall  say  in  the  proper  mode.     Captain  Fisk,  I 
very  much  fear,  has  destroyed  all  the  plans  I  had  raade  to 
make  a  peace  with  these  Indians,  and  hO  close  this  troublesome 
and  expensive  business,  foi-  if  it  is  continued  it  can  be  made  a 
s-econd  Florida  war.    Wliy  will  our  Government  continue  to  act 
so  foolishly,  sendinii  out  en^!L:r;uit  traius  at  a  g-J'oat  ^xpcjise? 
]3o  they  ]a:<Av  that  inost  of  t!io  men  that  go  are  persons  running 
v.w'dv  from  the  draft  .'    They  curse  and  ridicule  the  expedition 
and  the  otrieers  in  command.    Fisk,  as  I  am  reliably  informed, 
was  the  loudest  talker  in  this  respect:  he  ridiculed  the  expedi- 
tion and  particularly  me  in  tlie  loudest  terms,  and  nov:  he  sends 
back  word  he  is  e(U'ralU'd  ai)out  *2(H)  miles'  west  and  wants  help, 
as  he  says,  to  <jo  for\\-ard.  for  it  would  he  ruinous  to  him  to 
turn  back.    But  ho  wish-^s  troops  now  [he  boasted  lie  couhl  go 
anywhere  through  the  country  with  hfty  men  to  help  him)  no 
matter  if  it  costs  th.e  Govei'iimeut  any  ?i mount  and  exposes  the 
lives  of  ihe  men  and  animals  of  my  command.    The  Governmea'; 
vrou.ld  have  saved  mcui  y  had  they  l)ought  out  the  emigrant 
train  I  took  and  Fisk's  payini;-  them   tliree  times  the  value. 
They  can't  eo  forward  on  their  trail:  there  is  no  grass  and  very 
little  water.     Fi-k  v\as  told   of  this  liefore  he  started  from 
here,  but  he,  though  lie  had  never  been  over  the  country,  knew 
better.    '*It  was  a  daiun<.^d  trick  of  the  traders;  they  Avanted 
liim  to  u'O  ninety  miles  out  of  the  way,  by  Berthold,  to  get 
money  out  of  his  men."    T  liaxe  given  orders  to  the  commander 
of  the  troops  I  sent  to  his  relief,  mostly  infantry  (for  most  of 
the  horses  were  too  weak  to  travels  to  bring  back  the  troops 
and  advise  the  emigrants  to  turn  back,  for  in  less  than  a  month 
A\-e  must  exi»ect  winter  here,  then  if  Fisk  and  his  emigrants 
choose  to  go  ahead  let  tluiii  go. 

Lieutenant  Smith.  Dakota  cavalry,  commanded  tlie  escort 
which  Colonel  Dill,  contrary  to  my  orders,  furnished.    This  is 
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the  same  lieutenant  that  the  President  dismissed  for  iow,  out- 
ratreoiis  conduct.  Captain  Fisk  reports  him  as  the  bravest  of 
men.  lie  nu\y  be.  Tliis  lieutenant  ^vas-  sent  with  a  few  soldiers 
back  to  Fort  Kice  with  the  applicatioii  for  relief.  This  lieu- 
tenant reports  that  there  are  over  1,000  Indians;  that  Fisk  is 
fortified  and  is  digging  for  Avater.  The  soldiers  report  differ- 
ently, as  they  say  the  first  attack  was  made  on  two  wagons 
far  in  the  rear,  with  ammunition  and  some  arms  and  seven  men/ 
by  about  sixty  Indians.  These  wagons  were  captured  and  six 
of  the  men  killed,  and  at  no  time  over  300  Indians  were  there. 
This  I  believe  to  be  the  true  story,  but  if  they  renuun  there 
before  long  they  will  have  force  of  Indians  enough  to  clean 
them  out.  Should  tliis  tak'c  place  it  will  put  a  stop  to  all  hopes 
of  my  coming  to  any  seUleiiKMil  this  yeai-  with  the  Indians. 

About  300  or  400  lodges  of  Indians  of  all  bands,  those  who 
gave  themselves  up  this  year  and  I  ;dlowed  to  go  and  hunt,  are 
here.  Seven  of  the  Yanldonais  are  Avith  them  who  report  that 
all  the  Yanktonais  and  some  Santees  are  on  their  way  here  to 
see  me  and  make  peace.  Tf  Ihe  Fisk  raid  don't  put  a  stop  to 
this  it  will  be  a  great  mattei-.  I  iiope  it  is  true,  but  I  have  my 
doubts.  You  state  that  t]u>  six  companies  of  the  First  U.  S. 
Volunteers  are  on  iheir  way  by  steamei'.  Xo  boat  can  get  up 
here  now.  Shall  I  relieve  the  AVi>;cor.sin  troops  if  they  don't 
come?  I  can  do  so.  In  case  these  troops  do  come  I  will  have 
l^rackett's  battalion  and  four  small  companies  of  the  Seventh 
Iowa  of  no  use  to  irte  this  winter.  AVill  you  please  send  orders, 
to  me  by  telegraph.  ^ 

41-]'t.  1-151.-  ALF.  SULf.Y,  Brigadier-General. 

]\lajor-General  Pop'.\  ^lihvaukee. 


Ileadepiartci's  Norlliwestc  rn  Indian  Expedition, 

Foi  t  Kie(\  Dak.  Tev..  September  11.  18(;i. 
Sir:  I  left  Fort  P.ei-lhold  the  Isi  of  September,  marehel 
down  the  .Missouri  to  the  mouth,  of  Snake  Creek.  Was  glad  to 
get  my  coi!imany  away,  for  I  found  that  wliiskey  was  there  in 
abundance.  I  am  told  by  re]ia])le  persons  that  the  Indians-  hao 
it  in  tlieir  tents  for  sale.  It  is  said  tliat  they  get  it  from  the 
Knglish  lialf-])reeds.  ^vho  ap{)oar  to  lun  e  contrc^l  of  tliis  coun- 
try.   From  the  moutli  of  Snake  CtM.-tlc  I  struck  north  toward 
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the  IViouse  Kiver,  and  after  goini;'  in  siiz'ht  of  it  turned  to  the 
southeast  to  the  Maison  dn  Chien  Butte,  and  there  encamped. 
I  sent  ont  parties  to  examine  the  country,  hut  no  recent  signs 
of  Indians  could  be  discovered.    We  found  thousands  of  buffalo, 
good  grass,  plenty  of  water  and  some  timber— the  very  country 
I  would  go  into  to  hunt  for  Indians.    On  top  of  the  butte  you 
have  a  fine  view  of  the  country  for  over  forty  miles.    I  am  novv- 
satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  Yauktonais'  story  that  I  mentioned 
in  my  last  letter,  as  to  those  Indians  seeking  safety  with  their 
friends  in  the  British  possessions.    Although  I  found  no  recent 
signs  of  Indians,  I  found  tlie  country  all  around  cut  up  by 
heavy  trains  of  Pembina  earls,  about  a  month  old.  in  all  direc- 
tions.    Que'  Trail  iooked  (luite  I'eeeut.  and  I  v/c;s  in  liopes  oi 
capturing  some  of  these  scoundrels,  but  did  not  succeed.  AVe 
can  never  expect  to  have  quiet  on  the  frontier  till  the  unlawful 
traffic  on  the  part  of  people  from  the  English  possessions  is  puc 
down.    An  expedition  into  their  country  would  have  a  bene- 
ficial effect.    It  would  show  the  Indians  that  they  had  not  a 
safe  refuge,  and  could  no  longer  be  supplied  with  ammunition 
by  people  living  under  the  English  flag.    They  come  into  our 
country  constantly  in  parties  of  several  hundred  strong,  well 
armed  and  ready  to  attack  or  defend  themselves,  invite  our 
Indians  to  resist  the  Government,  furnish  them  with  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  when  they  are  pushed  by  the  troops  take  care 
of  them  over  the  British  line  till  the  troops  get  out  of  the  Avay. 
If  we  had  the  troops  to  remain  in  this  country  this  could  be, 
in  a  measure,  stopped  in 'a  short  time.    Not  being  permitted  to 
follow  the  Indians  north  of  the  line,  and  having  nothing  to  fight 
In  my  own  country,  I  took  up  my  line  of  nrarch  south  toward 
Fort  Rice.    I  found  the  buffalo  so  thick'  at  some  of  our  camps 
1  had  to  send  out  men  dismounted  as  skirmishers  to  drive  them 
off.    A  great  many  were  killed  in  this'  way.  which  was  lucky 
for  our  fresh  meat  was'  about  out. 

I  reached  Fort  Rice  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  instant:  the 
command  arrived  the  next  day.  I  found  the  post  in  a  fine'  state 
of  progress.  The  four  companies  of  Colonel  Dill's  command 
have  done  an  immense  amount  of  labor  in  the  last  two  nuuiths 
and  have  done  it  well.  The  post,  when  finished,  will  be  one 
of  the  best  posts  in  the  west.    The  nuMi  complain  greatly  that 
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worldnor  as  they  do  they  wear  out  more  clothiiifr  than  their  pay 
amounts  to.    If  I  had  it  in  my  power,  I  woidd  issue  them  extra 
clothing;  they  deserve  it.    I  here  met  the  lodges  of  Indians 
of  different  bands  who  took  no  part  in  the  war,  and  by  my 
permission  went  on  a  hunt,  under  charoe  of  fifty  of  their  sol- 
diers that  I  appoint  from  the  different  tri})es  of  Indians  to  keep 
order  in  their  camp.    Givino;  tliem  a  uniform  they  appear  to  be 
proud  of  tlieir  ])osition.    Tliey  also  tell  me  they  think  all  the 
Yanktonais  will  come  in  l)ef()re  long  and  make  peace;  I  hope 
it  may  be  true.    I  here  k^arned  that  Captain  Fisk  and  his  emi- 
grant train  of  80  or  100  wairons  left  here  about  two  weeks 
ago  on  my  trail  to  go  to  the  Yellowstone;  that  he  reached 
here  under  an  e.-cort  of  a  <'onij)any  of  cavalry.    He  required  an 
escort  from  the  commandini?-  officer  here  — Colonel  Dill,  Thirtieth 
Wisconsin.    Tlie  colonel  furnished  him  with  an  escort  of  a  lieu- 
tenant and  fifty  men,  composed  of  cavalrymen  that  I  had  left 
here,  not  in  good  health  and  poorly  mounted.    The  lieutenant 
with  fourteen  men  returned  the  day  before  I  arrived  with  a  let- 
ter from  Captain  Fisk.  stating  tfmt  lie  w^as  about  200  miles, 
west  of  here  (he  had  left  my  trail);  he  was  corraled  and  forti- 
fied,  and  Avas  surrounded  by  Indians,  and  that  he  must  be 
re-enforced  to  enable  hiin  to  go  forward,  ''for  to  turn  back 
would  be  ruinous  to  him."  AVliile  here  he  was  cautioned  against 
going  west  on  my  ti-ail,  both  on  account  of  the  danger  to  so 
small  a  force,  and  of  the  great  difficulties  of  their  getting 
through  on  account  of  the  country.    He  laughed  and  replied 
that  with  fifty  men  he 'could  go  anywhere;  all  he  wanted  with 
fifty  men,  soldiers.  Avas  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the  Avomen  and 
children  he  had  with  him. 

In  questioning  separately  the  soldiers  Avho  returned  I  found 
that  not  over  300  Indians  Avere  there;  that  they  Avere  attacked 
three  days  before  they  made  their  corrall  by  about  sixty  In- 
dians, while  the  train  Avas  stretched  out  on  the  road,  and  tAvo 
wagons,  one  of  Avhich  had  upset,  AA-ere  about  two  miles  in  the 
rear  Avith  a  guard  of  six  soldiers.  One  of  tliese  Avagons  unfor- 
tunately contained  arms  and  ammunition.  Six  soldiers  and 
two  citizens  Avere  killed  and  Avagons  captured,  and  one  citizen 
escaped.  They  had  skirmishes  after  that,  and  then  they  cor- 
ralled.   They  Avere  burning  parts  of  their  Avagons  and  feeding 
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the  cattle  on  bread  and  flour  wlien  the  party  left;  they  left 
m  the  middle  of  a  stormy  night.    Fearing  if  this  emigrant  party 
remained  where  they  were  long,,  the  Indians  would  send  out 
runners  and  eollect  a  party  that  would  clean  them  out,  and 
learning  that  all  the  party  except  the  eaptain  were  anxious 
to  turn  back,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  do  all  in  my  power  to 
save  them,  in  s<pite  of  the  orders  I  had  rticeived  about  the  move- 
ment of  troops,  on  account  of  the  women  and  children  and  my 
soldiers,  if  no  one  else,  who  were  innocent  of  the  folly  of  so 
s-nall  a  party  going  mlo  an  enemy's  country,  who  had  lately 
been   badly  "whipped  and  would   do  all  they   could  to^  take 
revenue  if  possible.    AVhen  my  troops  arrived  next  day  I  issued 
an  order  directing  Colonel  Dill,  with  :]U0  of  the  Thirtieth  AVis- 
e-.nsin,  200  Eighth  IMmnesola,  100  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  all 
dismounted,  and  from  the  Second  :\Iinnesota  Cavalry,  Brackett's 
battalion,  and  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  100  men  each,  mounted  on 
the  best  of  the  horses,  with  two  howitzers,  to  go  after  Captain 
Fisk  and  bring  back  his  parly.     I  would  have  sent  only  a 
cavalry  force,  but  this  1  could  not;  my  animals  were  too  weak 
to  staml  a  rapid  march,  havinir  marched  l.oOU  jiiiles'in  the  last 
three  months,  sometimes  with  little  or  no  grass,  and  the  v/orst 
of  alkali  water.    All  day  yesterday  was  consumed  in  cros-sing 
the  troops  and  wagons,  drawing  rations,,  etc. ;  this  mornin<- 
(;,rly  they  started.     I  hope  they  will  be  in  time  to  relieve 
Ca])tain  F'isk,  if  he  is  in  trou))le,  for  a  disaster  to  him  and  his 
jKirty  at  this  present  moment  would  greatly  retard  my  pros- 
pectL  of  making  peace  with  the  Indians.    They  would,  of  course, 
take  this  emigrant  train  for  part  of  my  connnand,  and  if  they 
capture  it  the  evil  disposed  of  the  nation  would  boast  of  it  and 
urge  the  rot  to  continue  the  war.    I  shall  send  off  from  here 
all  the  troops  except  a  sufficient  number  to  protect  the  i)lace, 
;ind  will  remain  here  some  days.    I  would  like  to  keep  the 
command  up  here  a  few  weeks  longer,  but  this  is  impossible, 
1  tiave  not  rations  enough:  a  very  large  rpiantity  of  what  I 
have  is  not  lit  for  use.    The  sinking  of  two  boats  and  the  break- 
ing down  of  another,  together  with  the  low  stage  of  water, 
{M-evented  all  my  supplies  reaching,  here.     The.  campaign  f 
the  summer  mnst  ^therefore  close.    AVinter  will  very  soon  se.t 
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and  with  it  death  to  all  my  stock,  reduced  and  weak  as  it  is; 
two  or  three  cold  freezing  rains  or  snows  on  the  prairie  would 
kill  them  off. 

In  conclusion  I  would  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  re- 
marks in   regard  to   Indian   affairs   in   this  '  section  of  coun- 
try:    The  Indian  expedition  which  the  general  connnanding 
the  department  ordered  lias  been  a  success  in  every  respect 
as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  one  or  any  body  of  troops 
to  make  it  so.    Circumstanei's  over  which  no  human  being  had 
any  control  prevented  it  from  being  a  perfect  success  in  every 
respect.    Had  the  Missouri  Kiver  commenced  to  rise  in  April, 
as  it  generally  does,  instend   of  June,  tlu^  boats  from  Saint 
Louis  would  have  got  uj)  to  Sioux  City  and  other  points  of 
starting  sooner;  the  connuand  Avould  have  been  in  the  field 
soonei-,  boats  would  not  liave  stuck  on  sand-bars,  freight  would 
not  have   been  unloaded  and   loaded,  whereby   much  of  the 
stores  were  damaged  badly.    Ihul  not  two  of  the  boats  sunk 
and  one  become  disabltd.  more  supplies  would  be  on  hand,  and 
if  the  usual  amount  of  sikuv  had  f.ilb.n  bist  winter  the  river 
would  have   been   hii;lier,   tik-   YeHowstone   would   have  l>eeri 
navigable,  thert  would  linve  btM-ii  grass  and  water,  not  allaili, 
which  has  helped  to  kill  off  many  of  my  animals  the  post  on 
the  Yellowstone  would   linve   been   estal)lished.     But   in  spite 
of  all  this,  the  expedition  has  met  the  coinbined  forces  of  the 
Sioux  Xatio]!  at  points  they  i-hose  to  give  us  battle  and  in  these 
engagements  completely  routed  them,  destroyed  a  large  portion 
of  their  camps  and  baggaLri,^  and  scattered  them  in  all  direc- 
tions, completely  ])reakinu-  up  their  romlup-ation,  and  proved  to 
them  that  in  spite   of  their  boasts  and  threats  they  were  no 
it'.atch  for  the  whites.    I  think  tliey  never  will  again  organize 
for  resistance  against  a  lai'ue  body  of  troops,  and  I  do  not 
therefore  think  it  will  1)e  neeessary  to  have  another  expedition. 
Yet,  owing  to  the  vast  extent  of  counti-y  over  which  these 
Sioux  can  rove,  the  peculiar  nature  of  a  lai-ge  portion  of  the 
country,  such  as*  the  Black  Hills,  the  nunuitains  near  the  Big 
Horn,  the  Bad  Lands,  extending  ten  miles  and  over,  on  lioth 
sides  of  the  Little  ^lissouri.  Gros  Ventres,  so  broken  up  in 
places  with  narrow  raviiu^s.  hvuidreds  of  feet  dee{\  the  side's  of 
which  are  perfectly  j)crpen(lienlar,  it  is  not  only  easy  then  to 
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lose  Indians  voii  may  be  in  pursuit  of,  but  even  lose  yourself; 
and  then,  again,  the  safe  refuge  th.^  Indians  have  in  the  British 
possessions  under  the  protection  of  the  half-ln-eeds  of  the  north, 
who  urge  the  Indians  to  keep  up  the  war.  so  that  they  may  be 
benefitted  by  their  trade,  it  will  be  exceedingly  difficult  to 
bring  all  the  bands  of  Sioux  to  a  complete  subjection.  A 
peace  could  no  doubt  be  made  with  these  Indians,  as  was  made 
in  1857,  by  Congress  making  a  heavy  appropriation,  promising 
to  feed  and  clothe  these  Indians  and  begging  them  not  to  be 
bad  anv  more,  and  there  is  no  doubt  such  a  peace  would  be  just 
us  well  kept  as  the  peace  already  made-that  is-,  every  white 
man  who  -ntci-ed  their  country  would  be  robbed  or  killeci.  with- 
out they  went  in  sufllcieiit  numbers  to  protect  themselves.  The 
Indians  regard  the  annuities  given  by  the  Government  because 
they  fear  them.    It  Avill  be  necessary,  however,  to  garrison  posts 
in  the  country,  keepnig  up  a  sufficient  force  for  a  fev;  years  not 
only  to  guard  the  posts  but  to  send  out  parties  to  hunt  up  the 
Indians. 

The  matter  of  the  greatest  consequence  in  regard  to  these 
posts  is  the  selection  of  a  proper  commander,  so  few  officers 
in  the  army,  at  least  in  the  volunteer  service,  that  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  become  well  acquainted  with  the  Indian 
character.  It  would  be  better  to  have  n6  garrison  at  all  than 
to  have  it  commanded  by  an  incompetent  otticer.  The  post  on 
the  Yellowstone  should  be  built,  but  the  question  is  where  to 
place  it.  In  a  military  point  of  view,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Powder  River  would  be  a  o:ood  point,  but  from  what  I  saw  on 
the  Yellowstone  valley,  and  from  what  I  am  told  by  those  who 
ought  to  know,  there  will  be  ^rcat  difficulty  m  procuring  hay. 

^  All  the  Indians  north  of  the  Missouri  above  the  Big  Bend 
could  easily  be  banded  toLrcther  to  assist  a  body  of  troops  to 
war  against  the  Sioux.  In  my  opinon  it  would  be  policy  and 
economy  for  the  Government  to  expend  a  tew  thousand  dollars 
to  get  these  Indians  into  a  war  with  the  hostile  portion  of  the 
Sioux,  and  to  assist  them  also  with  troops,  till  all  the  posfs 
are  permanently  established. 

41-Pt   1-152.  ALF.  SUr.LY.  Brigadier-Oeneral. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 
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Headquarters  Xorthwesterii  Indian  Expedition, 

Fort  Rice,  September  16,  1864. 
Major-General  Pope,  Milwaukee:  ^ 
General:  I  aju  still  here  waitintr  till  I  hear  about  the  Fisk 
raid.  I  have  sent  the  ^Minnesota,  command  to 'Minnesota.  While 
here  I  am  busy  in  gettinij^  in  the  hay:  have  to  go  twelve  miles 
for  it;  am  working  on  the  fort,  putting  it  in  shape  to  be 
easily  defended  by  a  small  force.  As  I  write  you  officially, 
there  is-  some  hopes  of  peace  being  made  with  a  greater  part 
of  the  Indians  before  spring.  The  friendly  part  of  the  Indians 
here  think  so.  They  Jiave  communication  with  the  Indians  I 
fought,  and  report  tliem  badly  frightened.  Of  course  it  would 
not  do  for  me  to  express  any  great  anxiety  cn  the  subject. 
I  told  them  that  next  year  I  would  be  after  the  hostile  Indians 
again,  but  that  I  had  orders  from  their  Great  Father  not  to 
Tight  those  Indians  who  gave  themselves  up,  and  therefore  they 
might  tell  the  Indians  that  all  those "  who  gave  themselves  up 
would  be  treated  as-  friends:  tluit  if  ihey  would  rather  fight, 
it  would  make  no  dift'erei"'ce  with  me  and  }ny  soldiers;  tluit 
their  Great  Father  paid  us  for  fighting,  and  if  we  were  not 
fighting  them  he  would  send  us  somewhere  else  to  fight  some- 
body who  wanted  to  fight. 

Your  instructions  direct  me  to  ft-iieve  the  Thirtieth  AYis- 
eonsin,  and  that  the  First  U.  S.  Volunteers  wall  be  here  to 
relieve  them.  They  can't  reach  hei'e  until  October  sometime, 
for  they  will  have  to  march  up.  1  got  a  letter  from  Sioux  City 
dated  the  2d,  and  nnthinn'  had  been  heard  of  them.  I  thought, 
from  your  letter,  you  wished  the  Thirtieth  to  start.  I  shall 
therefore  leave  here  five  companies  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry, 
sending  their  horses  down  to  Sioux  City,  these  companies  to 
remain  here  till  relieved  by  the  First  F.  S.  Volunteers. 

I  am  hard  at  work  ])uilding  boats  forty-five  feet  long. 
]\ly  animals  are  so  reduced  some  of  them  can't  draw  an  empty 
wagon.  I  can  send  the  troops  down  this  way  to  Sioux  City 
in  twelve  or  fourteen  Jays.  I  shall  send  the  Thirtieth  dowii  in 
this  way.  In  case  I  liave  a  large  number  of  aniuuils  at  Sioux 
City  without  riders,  would  it  not  be  &  good  plan  to  send  some 
of  them  to  the  army  South' 
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I  am  very  anxious  to  get  away  from  here  before  cold 
weather,  for  I  am  not  well.  I  have  had  a  severe  attack  of  my 
eld  complaint— rheumatism  near  the  heart— and  I  fear  being 
overtaken  with  a  storm  on  the  prairie.  Another  such  attack 
might  pop  me  oft',  but  I  will  not  leave  until  I  see  matters  a 
little  straight. 

41-Pt.  3-219.  ALP.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Xorthwestern  Indian  Expedition, 
Camp  Xo.  76,  Opposite  Farm  Island.  Dak.  Ter.,  Oct.  1,  1864. 
Asst.  Adjt.-Gen.,  Department  of  the  Northwest:  . 

Sir:'  On  my  i:iarc!i  lo  this  place  J  found  that  a  p:irty  of 
Indians  had  cr(-s<ed  the  .Missouri  al:out  fifteen  miles  south  of 
Beaver  Creek,  and  had  proceeded  AVes-  to  a  lake'  called  Wood 
Lake.    I  sent  Captain  Aiiner's  company  Dakota  cavalry  with 
sixty  men  in  that  direction.    lie  returned  to  my  camp  that  night 
on  Bordache  Creek,  bringing  thirteen  Lidians  with  him;  two 
of  them  were  Yanktonais  chiefs.  Two  Bears  aud  Little  Soldier. 
Both  of  these  chiefs  I  know  very  well  as  having  always  been 
strong  friends  to  the  whites.    They  sta.ted  that  they  had  with 
them  some  fifty  lodges,  or  that  number  of  people,  for  they 
had  lost  their  lodges.    They  were  in  the  fight  of  July  last,  and 
say  they  don't  know  how  many  were  killed,  but  between  400 
and   500  wounded   Indians   Avere   bi-ought   away.     After  this 
fight  they  left  the  hostile  camp.    I  had  a  lono;  talk  with  these 
chiefs.    They  told  me  tiiey.had  7io  wish  to  go  to  war  with  the 
v.diites,  but  \hat  nearly  a}l  the  Indians  out  west  had  banded 
together  to  fight  us.    Some  of  them  backed  out  wdien  they 
heard  the  troops  Avere  coming;  that  they  and  a  great  many 
others  wanted  to  do  the  same,  but  that  they  were  guarded  by 
the  Indian  soldiers  in  camp,  who  would  cut  up  their  lodges, 
sieze  all  their  property,  horses,  everything,  if  they  attempted 
to  leave.    They  admitted  that  they  had  some  curiosity  to.  see 
how  the  Indians  would  fight  wdio  had  always  talked  so  loud 
about  fighting,  and  that  they  are  satisfied.    They  stated  that 
they  had  been  to  the  garrison  near  Fort  Pierre  last  winter  to 
Eee  if  the  commanding  officer  could  help  tliem,  but  he  could 
not,  and  that  therefore  they  had  no  alternative  but  to  starve 
with  their  families  on  the  prai)-ies  or  live  witli  them  in  the  hos- 
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tile  camp.  They  could  not  live  aronnd  a  garrison  begging  for 
their  food.  They  wished  to  visit  Fort  Rice  and  join  the  band 
of  friendly  Indians.  I  gave  them  a  letter  to  the  commanding 
officer,  with  orders  to  treat  them  well,  for  Two  Bears  can  be 
made  of  great  use.  He  is  a  very  iufiuential  man  in  his  nation; 
a  very  brave  and  very  shrewd  Indian.  And  now  comes  the 
question  about  the  best  mode  of  settling  the  present  Indian 
difficulties  in  the  n(n'thwest. 

It  is  no  doubt,  as  the  Indians  say,  there  is  a  very  large  num- 
"ber  in  the  Indian  camp  who  Avould  come  if  they  could,  but  the 
hostile  Indian  will  not  let  them.  I  have  heard  this  from  many 
sources.  They  can  leave,  it  is  true,  but  only  as  beggars.  Their 
hors^es  and  all  their  pro[)erty  will  be  taken  from  them,  and  I 
have  not  the  means  at  my  disposal  to  hold  out  any  inducement  to 
them  to  do  so.  I  would  not  pro[)ose  to  support  all  Indians  who 
c'ome  in  at  the  Government  expense,  but  to  asist  them,  feed 
their  families  a  short  time,  give  them  a  few  blankets,  and  lend 
them  a  few  horses,  if  they  were  without  them,  so  that  the  men 
could  go  out  and  hunt.  This  country  is  filled  wth  game,  and  in 
a  short  time  they  could  make  enough  to  support  thems-elves. 

If  a  war  of  extermination  is  called  for,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  shoot  everything  that  wears  a  i)1anket:  but  it  would  be  very 
expensive,  and  1  know  such  is  not  the  wish  of  the  Government. 
Tlie  cheapest  and  easiest  way  to  exterminate  the  wild  Indian  is 
to  bring  him  into  a  civilized  counti-y  in  contact  with  the  white 
{the  women  would  soon  become  prostitutes  and  the  men  elrunk- 
nrds). 

Alreaely  I  have  300  lodges  of  thes-e  Sioux.  I  do  not  include 
Two  Bears,  fifty  lodges.  Tiiey  have  taken  no  part  in  the 
troubles,  and  are  looked  upon  by  the  hostile  Indians  in  the 
same  light  as  the  whites. 

I  sent  a  small  party  of  them  against  some  few  of  their  own 
nation  who  had  stolen  some  of  my  horses.  They  pursued  thrm. 
brought  in  two  scalps  and  one  hor.-e.  I  mention  this  to  sliow 
their  sincerity.  I  have  with  them  two  white  men  as  interpreters. 
I  pay  them  .^40  each  per  month.  Tliey  live  with  the  Indians  and 
rep(U't  to  me  all  their  actions.  Oat  of  this  band  I  have  organ- 
i/ed  a  company  of  fifty  soldiers,  win)  remain  with  the  band  to 
keep  ol*d(^r  in  the  camp.    I  have  issutd  to  tliem  a  small  amount 
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of  clothing — damaged  clothing — when  1  could  find  it,  and  some 
ammunition,  and  have  directed  tlie  conniianding  officers  of  posts 
to  issue  them  a  few  days'  rations  when  they  visit  their  posts: 
I  have  fifty  soldiers  in  the  same  way  ajnong  the  Yanktonnis  who 
have  been  of  very  good  service  to  the  Government  this  year.  I 
have  directed  the  band  of  friendly  Yanktonais  to  furnish  me 
fifty  more  men  as  soldiers,  who  with  their  squaws,  will  move  to 
Fort  Rice  and  remain  there  this  winter.  They  will  report  to 
the  commanding  officer,  and  be  used  by  him  as  pickets  and 
scouts.  They  w^ill  erect  a  stockade  outside  the  fort  in  Avhich 
they  will  pitch  their  lodges.  I  have  directed  that  two  rations 
be  issued  to  each  soldier,  and  a  small  amount  of  anununition, 
only  when  they  requii'c  it.  These  Indian  soldiers,  being 
of  great  use  to  give  information  in  case  hostile  Indians  are  near, 
will  serve  well  as  a  nucleus  or  place  of  refuge  for  such  of  the 
friendly  Sioux  as-  escape  from  the  hostile  camp,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  before  spring  it  will  be  found  that  a  very  large  number 
have  come  in,  a  sufficient  nund^er  to  force  the  hostile  ones  to 
make  peace  on  nny  tei'ins :  at  least  I  think  it  worth  the  trial. 
All  of  this  Avill  require  some  expenditure,  but  not  much;  cer- 
tainly much  less  than  keeping  large  bodies'  of  tro()[)s  up  in  this 
country. 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  establishing  of  the  Indian  agencies. 
They  are  very  expensive.  Ten  times  the  good  could  be  done 
Avith  half  the  expense  of  any  agency  I  have  seen.  I  would  pro- 
pose that  a  small  party  of  friendly  Indians  in  this  way  he 
maintahjcd  at  each  military  post  in  this  district,  composed  of 
the  tribes  who  inhabit  the  section  of  the  country  where  the 
post  is'  located.  It  would  not  do  to  exact  of  them  the  same 
discipline  as  is  required  of  our  soldiers;  that  could  be  done 
after  a  few  years,  after  they  becajue  accustomed  to  the  ways 
of  the  whites;  and  moreover,  after  they  felt  themselves  some- 
v/hat  depended  on  by  the  garrison.  After  this  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  the  matter,  and  they  would  make  the  best 
frontier  troops  we  could  find.  I  sj^eak  from  experience,  for 
i  have  Indian  troops  in  my  present  comnuind.  I  have  no 
trouble  in  making  them  obey  niy  orders  strictly,  I  ha^e  now  lo 
front  of  my.  tent  an  Indian  soldier  on  duty  as  sentinel. 
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These  Indian  troops  wouUl  be  the  cause  of  many  Indian 
families  collecting  around  the  garrison.  This  I  would  encour- 
age, and  when  a  sufficient  number  were  located  near  a  post.  I 
would  begin  the  work  of  civilizing,  and  finally,  Christianizing 
them.  Let  missionaries  be  sent  to  each  post,  not  to  preach  the 
Gospel;  they  can't  understand  that  yet,  but  to  establish  schools, 
teach  a  certain  number  of  the  young  children,  and  support  them, 
and  clothe  them;  teach  the  boys  a  trade  or  to  farm,  and  the 
girls  to  cook,  sew,  and  above  all,  to  be  cleanly  in  their  habits. 
I  would  expect  more  from  the  educating  of  the  female  children 
than  from  what  could  be  done  for  the  boys,  for  the  Indian 
women  are  probably  the  most  industrious,  hard-working  beings 
in  the  world.  Elevatt-  the  ftMuale  portion  of  this  race  and  you 
civilize  the  male.  But  little  improvement  could  be  expected  of 
this  generation,  but  the  generation  to  come  would  be  civilized 
An  Indian,  in  some  respects,  is  like  a  child,  a  few  kind  Avords 
of  praise,  a  small  reward  for  a  brave  or  worthy  act,  lias  a  great 
effect  on  them,  and  when  he  is'  your  friend,  he  is  a  staunch  one. 

•  The  great  trouble  with  most  missionaries  sent  among  the 
Indians  is.  they  commence  by  [)reac'hing  to  them  and  trying  to 
Christianize  them.  A  comparatively  tVw  of  a  tribe  will  join  the 
church,  or  say,  but  frequently  they  ;ire  but  hyprocrites.  A 
savage  is  more  easily  reached  by  the  belly  than  by  the  mind. 
First  improve  his  social  position. 

The  Indians  on  the  IMissoui'i  noi-th  of  Fort  Rice — the  Jlee^, 
Grros  Ventres,  Crows,  and  others,  not  Sioux — are  liA'ing  well, 
having  large  fields  well  cultivated,  plenty  of  game,  and  appear 
contented  and  happy.  They  are  moreover,  brave  and  friends  to 
the  whites:  but  as  regards  their  morals  they  are  in  a  terrible 
state.  In  this  respect  I  think  the  Roes  are  as  bad  as  it  is  pos- 
sible for  a  human  being  to  be.  If  a  truly  upright  man  with 
good  common  sense,  one  who  Avould  take  an  interest  in  his 
Avork,  who  would,  morovei-.  learn  their  language  so  that  he 
would  not  have  to  use  an  interpreter,  who  frequently  may  be  a 
scoundrel,  who  Avill  interpret  anything  he  is  paid  to  interpret,  as 
is  I  know  freciuently  done,  he  could  do  great  good  and  reclaim 
a  brave,  industrious  race,  who  are  now  fast  dying  off.  I  would 
propose   that   our  missionary  societies   funiish   the  necessary 

22—. 
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missionaries,  and  support  them,  and  the  Government  pay  all 
other  expenses.  Let  the  present  annuity  appropriations  furnish 
the  funds.  I  have  no  doubt,  could  this-  matter  be  brought 
properly  to  the  notice  of  our  people,  so  that  they  could  fully 
appreciate  the  good  that  might  be  done,  it  would  be  cheerfully 
undertaken.  How  much  better  it  would  be  for  our  mis- 
sionary societies,  instead  of  spending  large  sums  of  money  to 
Christianize  savagos  thousands  of  miles  from  our  country,  to 
first  attend  to  those  who  live  close  to  us,  and  whose  savage  na- 
ture, ignorance,  or  the  contemptible  cupidity  of  unprincipled 
white  men,  cause  so  majiy  horrible  massacres  of  our  own  people. 
They  would  have  the  satisfaetiim  of  feeling  that  while  they  were 
reclaiming  the  savage,  they  were  at  the  same  time  doing  a  great 
benefit  to  the  welfare  of  their  oAvn  country. 

There  is  difficulty  in  procuring  the  proper  sort  of  troops  to 
garrison  these  military  posts,  and  above  all,  in  getting  a  suitable 
officer  to  command  them.    Of  course,  at  present,  we  have  to 
depend  on  our  voluteer  troops,  who,  though  they  may  be  com- 
posed of  as  good  material,  may  be  be^tter  than   old  regular 
troops,  yet  they  lack  the  discipline.    Generally  neither  officers 
or  men  have  had  tb^^  chance  to  become  by  experience  perfectly 
acciuainted  with  the  Indian  character  and  mode  of  warfare.  Of- 
ficers and  men  both  may  have  plenty  of  personal  bravery,  and 
on  that   account,  perhaps,   and  not   being  under  very  strict 
restraint,  they,  despising  the  Indian  and  becoming  careless,  they 
wander  ofi'  alone,  or  in  small  parties  hunting  or  on  duties  con- 
nected with  their  post,  getting  wood,  hay.  or  herding  animals, 
sometimes  even  unarmed  and  are  not  aware  there  is  any  danger, 
or  any  hostile  Indian  nea;:-  till  they  suddenly  find  their  animals 
driven  away  before  their  face,  or.  maybe,  some  of  their  party 
killed,  and  by  the  time  tlie  garrison  can  be  informed  of  it,  and 
get  ready,  the  Indians  are  olf  and  out  of  reach.    It  reciuires  the 
constant  care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  a  connnanding  of- 
ficer to  prevent  this,  and  I  would  therefore  propose,  at  all  these 
exposed  posts,  some  officer  be  selected  without  regard  to  the 
regiment  the  garrison  may  be  composenl  of  as  the  permanent 
commander  of  that  post. 
41-Pt.  3-698. 

ALP.  ^^ULLV,  Brigadier-General. 
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Crow  Creek,  October  10,  1864. 
(Via  Council  Bluffs  18th.) 

Major-General  Pope. 

Braekett\s  ^Minnesota  Battalion  will  reach  Sioux  City  the 
25th.  I  will  send  tlieni  to  .Minnesota  without  you  direct  other- 
wise. Thirtieth  Wisconsin,  on  their  way  down  the  river  in  flat- 
boats,  not  reach  here  yet.  In  five  days  200  of  the  Eighth  2^1inne- 
sota  wall  reach  Sioux  City  in  flat-boats,  and  seven  days  after 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  ready  to  join  their  regiment,  ordered  south. 
41-  Pt.  3-773. 

ALF.  SULLY,  General. 


Headquarters  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition, 
Crow  Creek  Agency,  Dak.  IVr.,  October  10,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  arrived  here  today; 
left  the  camp  near  P'aru)  Ishmd  the  8lh.  The  same  day  the 
First  U.  S.  Volunteers  readied  there  marching.  They  had  to 
leave  their  boat  some  thirty  mib^s  below  here,  owing  to  the  un- 
usual low  stage  of  water  The  l)attaru)n  was*  in  poor  condition 
to  march  in  tliis  seasini  of  the  year,  without  tents  and  little  or 
no  transportation.  I.  however,  had  on  hand  shelter-tents,  that 
were  for  my  use.  but  did  not  reach  me  in  time,  and  I  hired  a 
few  wagons.  They  will  rca(^h  Rice  about  the  17th.  I  was  much 
pleased  with  the  appearance  of  t'ne  otfiei-rs  and  men.  I  found 
that  'the  three  head  chiefs  of  the  hostile  bands,  who  had  been  in 
both  of  the  battles  this  year,  had  been  in  at  the  fort.  They 
acknowledged  tliey  had  Ixnm  badly  becJten,  and  felt  they  were 
no  match  for  the  whites-,  and  wished  to  know  on  wl-at  terms 
they  could  have  peace.  ,The  eonnnanding  ot'ficer  told  tliem  on 
condition  they  behaved  themselves,  and  would  no  longer  molest 
the  whites.  They  went  otV  saying  they  would  go  to  bring  ii\ 
their  print-iple  peopl(\  I  have  forirotten  the  names  oi  tv\o  of 
these  chiefs,  but  Bear  Ribs,  an  Unepapa.  is  one.  As  I  had  to  go 
l)elow  I  left  my  adjutant-general.  Captain  Pell,  at  Fort  Sidiy, 
to  meet  them,  and  to  send  me  word  if  I  was  wanted.  I  s^ai!  tro 
to  Sioux  City,  and  I  think  it  would  he  well  for  me  to  reu'ain 
there  for  a  few  weeks  till  I  can  In^ar  from  them.  My  frit^ndly 
Indians  also  met  me  tliei'e  with  the  same  news  "that  they  liad 
no  doiibt. these  Indians  would  all  eonie  in  for  peace."    I  think 
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the  prospect  looks  bright  for  finishiiio-  all  troubles  west  of  the 
river,  but  on  this  side  of  the  river,  the  British  possessions  af- 
fording- a  safe  refuge  for  all  evil  disposed,  may  delay  matters 
for  a  time.  If  these  Indians  don't  come  in  before  winter  sets  iiTj^ 
it  is  not  likely  they  will  before  early  spring,  as  they  will  prob- 
ably make  their  winter  camp  far  from  the  troops.  '  I  would  be 
glad  to  hear  if  the  general  commanding  thinks  it  best  for  me  to 
remain  at  Sioux  City  until  1  hear  definitely  in  regard  to  this 
matter. 

ALF.  SULLY,  Brig^idier-General. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

(Indorsement) 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Xorthwest. 

:\lilwaukee,  October  22,  1S64. 
Respectfully  referred  to  I\rajor-General  Halleck. 
This  report  of  General  Sully  is  valuable  and  interesting  as 
showing  the  immediate  prospect  of  settling  all  Indian  difficulties 
in  this  department. 

41-Pt.  1-155.         JXO.  POPE,  Major-General.  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Xorthwestern  Indian  Expedition, 
Sioux  City.  Xoveuiber  10,  1864. 

(Major-General  Pope.) 

General:  I  have  just  received  the  inclosed  communication 
from  my  adjutant-general  at  Fort  Sully.  I  also  forward  my 
answer.  It  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  go  to  the  expense  of  a 
few  thousand  dollars,  not  authorized  by  orders,  to  nu^ke  a 
treaty,  and  I  wish  you  would  get  me  the  authority,  for  by  so 
doing  I  will  save  the  Government  hundreds  of  thousands.  You 
can  be  sure  I  will  n(^t  spend  one  dollar  Avithout  necessity.  I  have 
authorized  tlie  payment  foj-  the  white  women,*  as  you  see.  I 
have  kept  no  copy  of  Captain  PelPs  letter,  for  the  mail  closes 
at  8  p.  m.  I  shall  leave  here  in  two  days  to  see  you.  for  I 
want  much  to  talk  with  you.  Had  I  tlie  means  at  my  disposal 
I  would  leave  tomorrow  for  the  Indian  camp.  But  general,  you 
know  Indians-  well  eninigh  to  know  if  an  officer  visits  them  as 
a  peacemaker,  and  has  no  money  to  make  them  presents,  they 
look  on  him  as  a  small  individual.     Like  our  white  children. 


*See  stox-y  of  Fanny  Kelly.  Vol.  IV..  page  \09. 
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they  judge  of  a  man  by  the  length  of  his  pocket.  If  a  per- 
manent peace  can  now  be  made  with  tlie  Sioux  I  look  upon  it  as 
one  of  tlie  greatest  achievements  in  our  Indian  troubles,  and  I 
have  every  reason  to  ))elieve  it  can  be  made.  I  have  written 
this  privately,  in  a  great  hurry.  I  can  tell  you  more  when  I 
nee  yoii.    I  was  anxious  this  should  leave  in  this  mail. 

ALF.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 

(In  closure.) 

Ileadquartei-s-  Xorthwestern  Indian  Expedition, 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  Xoveiid:)er  10,  1864. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Pell. 

Assistant  Adjutant-(  ieiieral. 
CAptain:  Yours  of  the  2Gtli  of  October  reached  me  today. 
I  send  my  answer  back  by  express.  Y(uu'  actions  I  approve,  and 
have  reported  to  hea dipiarte rs.  AVhen  they  bring  in  the  white 
w^oman  prisoner  you  are  authorized  to  give  $200,  or  three  un- 
serviceable horses  and  a  lot  of  rations,  etc.  I  calculate  horses 
at  the  old  rate  amona-  Indians,  i.  e.,  $50  per  horse.  You  are  also 
authorized  to  make  tliem  a  i^ood  present  in  rations  when  they 
arrive,  and  tell  the]n  I  will  uo  in  a  few  days  where  I  can  talk 
with  their  CTreat  Father,  and  will  send  word  to  them  when  I 
will  be  there  to  see  them  and  make  peace  with  all  who  wish  to 
be  at  pleace;  that  though  the  GovernnK'nt  is  determined  to  fight 
till  they  either  exterminate  all  the  Indians  or  have  no  more/ war, 
yet  their  Great  Father  would  be  glad  to  liear  he  had  no  more 
trouble  with  his  red  children,  nnd  that  after  I  see  him  and  talk 
to  him  1  will  come  mysolf  this  winter  and  talk  to  them  and  tell 
them  all  he  says,  and  I  'will  send  woihI  ahead,  and  ruiniers,  etc., 
that  they  can  all  come  in  and  talk  to  iiie-,  that  they  can  trust 
me,  for  nothing  will  I  say  Imt  what  I  will  do. 
41-Pt.  4,  514. 

ALF.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 


^Milwaukee.  AYis.,  November  22,  1S64. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Sir:  In  regard  to  the  letter  from  lion.  A.  W.  Hubbard  to 
the  Secretary  of  AVar  about  sendinu-  some  of  the  troops  now  in 
my  district  South,  which  letter  has  been  referred  to  me,  I  have 
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the  honor  to  state  I  have  nearly  2,000  men  in  that  section  of 
country,  not  2,000  or  3,000  as  stated.  These  men  garrison  posts 
from  Fort  Union  down  the  :Miss'Onri  to  Sioux  City,  and  from 
there  north  to  the  ]Minnesota  frontier.  Take  from  these  2,000 
the  sick,  men  on  quartermaster's  duty  as  teamsters,  etc.,  and  it 
Tvill  leave  about  1,500  men-,  not  a  very  large  force,  considering 
the  extent  of  country  they  occupy.  Should  peace  be  permanent- 
ly made  this  winter  with  the  Indians  a  part  of  this  force  could 
be  withdrawn,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  pmdent  to  do  so 
now.  As  regards  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  I  would  like  that 
regiment  to  be  sent  South,  if  their  place  could  be  filled  by  other 
troops.  The  regiment  has  only  one  year  to  serve,  and  it  w^ould 
be  a  benefit  to  it  to  see  service  a  little  different  from  the  In- 
dian service  they  have  been  in  since  they  have  been  organized 
41-Pt.  4^52. 

ALF.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 


:Milwaukee,  Wis.,  November  22,  186-4. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  the  general  commanding  the  depart- 
ment, I  have  the  honor  to  iiiake  in  writing  my  opinion  in  regard 
to  Indian  affairs  in  my  district,  the  subject  of  a  conversation 
1  had  with  the  general. 

The  Indians  are  anxious  for  peace.  I  think  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  making  peace,  and  of  its  being  maintained,  pro- 
vided the  proper  cours-e  is  adopted,  and  that  is  to  treat  the  In- 
dians in  future  with  justice.  Let  them  understand  that  the  Gov- 
ernment intends  to  see  that  they  will  no  longer  be  the  prey  of 
dishonest  agents  and  traders.  It  will  be  necessary  to  make  such 
provision  that  in  future  ihere  shall  be  some  check  or  some  limit 
to  the  powers  of  the  agent,  througli  whose  hands  all  moneys, 
provisions,  etc.,  for  the  Indians  pass,  so  that  it  may  be  seen 
every  dollar  appropriated  for  the  Indians  under  his  charge  has 
been  expended  properly.  To  eifect  this,  I  would  propose  that  a 
council  of  administration,  composed  of  three  general  officers  of 
the  military  post  nearest  to  the  agency,  be  present  at  each  pay- 
ment, who  would  report  tlu^  amount  of  money  received  and  of 
goods  and  provisions  and  their  notes  and  what  the  Indians  re^ 
ccive;  that  there  should  l)e  more  than  one  trader  at  each  agency, 
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at  least  two  or  three,  so  that  there  could  be  no  chance  of  the  In- 
dians being-  charged  double  for  what  he  bought,  and  that  on  no 
account  should  the  trader  be  allowed  to  credit  an  Indian,  except 
at  his  own  risk,  and  not  to  receive  pay  from  the  Indians  at  the 
pay  table.  On  niy  way  down  to  Fort  Randall  this  fall  I  met 
most  of  the  Yankton  Indians.  They  were  in  almost  a  starving 
condition.  They  were  obliged  to  leave  their  agency  and  go 
north  among  the  hostile  bands  to  hunt  this  winter  they  not  hav- 
ing received  their  annuities  this  year.  :^lany  of  these  Indians  I 
fear  will  join  hostile  bands,  and  the  i-eports  they  will  spread 
about  the  justice  of  the  whites  will  do  much  to  prevent  a  peace- 
ful termination  of  the  i)rosent  difficulties.  It  will  be  impossible 
to  nmintain  perfect  peiK'c  in  the  ('ounlry  without  keeping  at  a 
great  expense  large  bodies  of  trooi)S  there  until  some  steps  are 
tak^n  to  regulate  those  abuses. 

Oiir  present  systeju  of  treatment  of  the  Indians  has  proven 
an  expensive  failure.  I  could  see  this  many  years  ago,  and 
every  officer  of  the  aiany  who  has  been  stationed  in  the  Indian- 
country  can  testify  to  this,  ami  I  would  particularly  mention 
in  connection  with  this  reniai'k  tlie  Winnebago  and  Sioux 
Agency  ntnir  Crow  Crcrk.  I  otlleially  reported  this  matter  sev- 
eral times  last  year,  and  I  can  see  no  improvement  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  Indian  at  that  au^'uey  since  then;  at  least  of  the 
very  few  Indians  still  remaining  there,  for  the  greater  part  of 
them  have  left  their  rt^servat ion.  having  been  actually  starved 
out  of  it.  The  greater  portion  of  the  AVinnebagoes  have  gone 
down  the  river  to  the  Omaha  reservation.  Here  they  fre- 
quently cross  the  Missouri  Hiver,  and  following  up  the  Little 
Sioux  River,  roam  over  the  norlhwestern  counties  of  Iowa, 
hunting  and  trapping,  not  infrecpiently  stealing  from  the  set- 
tlers there,  alarming  the  people  very  nuich.  I  am  daily  in  fear 
that  their  conduct  may  be  the  cause  of  some  of  them  being 
killed,  and  in  consequence  causing  retaliation  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians.  Tliis  ti-eaty-making  with  the  Indians  and  large 
annuities  appropriation  ai-e  of  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  Indian. 
As  reirards  the  Indians  who  have  of  late  been  hostile,  I  hope 
they  will   be  bd't  entirely  luuler  the  eonirol  of  the  military 
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authorities,  as  well  as  all  traders  who  may  be  authorized  to 
trade  with  them.  I  look  upon  this  as  necessary  to  maintain 
peace  in  future. 

41-Pt.  4-651.  ALF.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Departineut  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  October  20,  1S6L 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa. 
General:  Your  note  of  tlie  10th  from  Crow  Creek  is  just 
received.  I  think  you  had  best  send  the  whole  of  Brackett's 
battalion  to  ^Minnesota,  as  it  will  be  wanted  there  in  the  spring- 
to  establish  a  post  at  DeviTs  Lakt  for  the  summer  at  least.  I 
prefer  that  you  keep  with  you  the  batallion  of  the  Seventh  Iowa 
Cavalryf  disposing  of  it  as  you  think  best  along  the  Iowa 
frontier,  as  you  propose  to  do  with  two  companies  of  Brackett's 
battalion.  The  battalion  of  the  Seventh  Iowa  will  be  wanted 
in  the  spring,  as  I  propose  to  establish  a  post  on  the  northern 
s>lope  of  the  Black  Hills  at  the  head  of  Cherry  Creek,  or  some- 
where in  that  neighl)orhood.  AVhen  you  have  completed  your 
arrangements  for  the  winter  you  will  please  report  here  in 
person. 

41-Pt.  4-152.       JXO.  POPE,  :Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  October  21.  18G4. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully. 

Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
General :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
dispatches  of  the  Ttli  (t\yo)  and  10th  (one).  The  major  general 
commanding  is  highly  gratified  at  the  favorable  aspect  of  In- 
dian atfairs  in  your  command,  and  entirely  approves  of  all  the 
Uicasures  taken  by  you  as  reported  in  the  dispatches  referred  to. 
Your  reports  will  be  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War  with- 
the  recommendation  that  the  measures  therein  pi'f)i)0s<'d  be  ap- 
proved and  aelopted.  I  inclose  copy  of  telegrapliic  dispatch 
sent  you  today,  which  you  perceive  modifies  orJei-  in  dispatch 
of  tlie'lT.th  instant.    Tlie  measures  adopted  by  Adjutant-General 
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Baker,  and  some  additional  other  things  the  general  command, 
ing,  is  abont  to  take,  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  your  goiiig 
to  Southern  Iowa. 

J.  F.  :\IELIXE,  xVcting  Assistant,  Adjutant-General. 

(In closure) 

.Milwaukee,  October  21,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 
Sioux  City. 

Your  letters  of  the  7th  and  10th  received.  Please  remain 
at  Sioux  City  as  long  as  you  think'  it  necessary.  1  send  General 
Smith  temporaiily  to  Southe]'n  Lnva  until  you  can  settle  Indian 
difficulties. 

41-]^t.  -1-170.  JXO.  POPE,  :\lajor-General. 


July  25 — October  8,  1864— Expedition  Against  Sioux  Indians  in 

Dakota  Territory 


Summary  of  Principal  Events 
July  28,  1864.    Action  at  the  Talikalutkuty  Mountain. 
Aug:.  8-9,  1864.    Action  on  the  Little  -  .Missouri  River. 

Reports 

No.  1.  ]\Iaj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  connnanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  Northwest. 

No.  2.  Brig.-Gen.  Alfred  Sully,  V.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Northwestei'n  Indian  Expedition. 

No.  3.  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Pollock,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry, 
First  Brigade. 

No.  4.    Lieut.  Col.  John  Pattee,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry. 
No.  5.    :\raj.   Alfred   B.   Bracket!.    P>rackett\s   .Alinnesota  Bat- 
talion Cavalry. 

No.  6.    Capt.  Nelson  ]\lintr.  First  Battalion  Dakota  Cavalry. 
No.  7.    Capt.  Christian  StutTt,  Independent  Coni{)any  of  Indian. 
Scounts. 

No.  8.    Capt.  Nathaniel  Pope,  Prairie  Battery. 
No.  9,    Col.  Minor  T.  Thomas.  Eightli-  Minnesota  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  I^rigade. 
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No.  10.    Lieut.  Col.  Henry   C.  Rogers,  Eighth  :\Iinnesota  In- 
fantry. 

No.  11.    Maj.  George  A.  Camp,  Eighth  :\Iinnesota  Infantry. 
No.  12.    Col.  Robert  N.  McLaren,  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry. 
41-Pt.  1-131. 


No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj-Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Northwest 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

:\lilwaukee,  AVis.,  October  6,  1864. 
General:    1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  by  this  mail  detailed 
reports  of  General  Sully,  recounting  the  operations  of  his  ex- 
pedition from  July  28  (date  of  his  first  battle  on  Knife  River 
with  combined  tribes  of  Sioux)  to  September  11. 

You  will  perceive  that  at  the  crossing  of  the  Little  ^lissouri 
on  his  route  to  the  Yellowstone,  Sully  had  another  severe  battle, 
at  w4iich  the  Indians  were  beaten  with  heavy  loss  and  totally 
dispersed,  the  bands  from  the  north  and  east  sides  of  the  Mis- 
souri (principally  Yanktonais)  having  deserted  their  allies  and 
taken  temporary  refuge  in  very  destitute  condition  within  the 
British  possessions?.     Sully  followed  them   after  crossing  the 
:Missouri  at  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone  to  near  the  British  line. 
At  last  .dates  from  Fort  Rice  messengers  from  the  Yanktonais 
had  reached  there  to  see  Central  Sully  and  ask  for  peace.  Re- 
ports via  Pembina  confirm  the  destitute  condition  of  the  Sioux 
who  fought   Sully.  sf)me   of  whom   had   already  reached  the 
English  settlements  on  Red  River,  and  held  conferences  with 
the  British  officials.    The  Indians  are  in  a  desperate  condition. 
I  have  little  doubt  that  Sully  will  arrange  a  satisfactory  peace 
with  them.    It  is  not  likely  that  they  will  again  give  trouble 
on  any  considerable  scale  to  tlie  frontier  settlements.  Small 
raids  may  from  time  to  time  be  attempted  by  small  parties  of 
desperatJ  Indians  for  robbery  or  theft,  but  there  are  forces 
enough  along  the  frontier  to  give  all  necessary  protection,  even 
in  the  ahsence  of  the  two  regiments-  I  am  sending  South. 

I  will  in  a  few  weeks,  nuike  a  careful  resume  of  operations 
in  this"  departmtnt  during  the  past  season  and  present  in  detail 
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the  precise  condition  of  our  Indian  relations  in  their  present- 
and  future  aspect,  ^reantinie  there  are  several  points  in  the 
inclosed  communications,  especially  in  those  of  the  9th  and  11th 
of  September,  to  which  I  desire  to  invite  your  particular  at- 
tention. 

First.  As  to  the  expedition  of  Captain  Pisk,  assistant  quar- 
termaster, under  a  special  ap[)ropriation  of  Congress.  The 
complaints  against  this  ollieer  by  General  Sully  are  simply  a 
repetition  of  the  same  statements  made  by  General  Sibley  as  to 
liis  conduct  last  year  while  conducting  an  expedition  of  the 
same  character.  General  Sibley  tiien  predicted  that  Captain 
Fisk  would  eventually  be  ciit  otV  liy  the  Indians,  as  he  was 
both  too  reckless-  and  too  i.Liiiorant  to  1)e  trusted.  lie  manifested 
the  same  disi-espect  and  uslhI  the  sMiiie  disrespectful  language  in 
regard  to  General  Sibley  tliat  General  Sully  now  reports  in 
regard  to  himself.  As  Captain  Fisk  is  beyond  my  control,  I 
trust  that  the  AVar  Department  will  take  such  action  in  his  case 
as  the  gross  military  otl'en^es  charged  against  him  by  Generals 
Sully  and  Sibley  warrant.  Cencral  Sully  states  that  his  present 
expedition  consists  simply  of  men  running  ;iway  from  the  di-aft. 
I  request  your  attention  to  (ieneral  Sully's  letters  of  the  9th  aiid 
11th  of  September  for  an  account  of  this  wliole  matter,  and  of 
the  serious  results  to  the  Government  whicli  may  arise  from  tlie 
conduct  of  Captain  Fisk. 

Second.  Attention  is  invited  to  the  conduct  of  the  hall- 
breeds  and  otlier  British  subjects,  who  ai'e  continually  coming 
into  United  States  territories,  encouraizing  tlie  Indians  to  con- 
tinue the  war  against  United  States  citizens  and  furnishing 
tiiem  (the  Indians)  with  ammiuiition  and  supplies  for  that 
purpose.  I  luive  seveijal  times  asked  the  attention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  this  subject.  It  is  sufticiently  clear  that  unless 
such  practices  are  stopped,  the  Indian,  having  constant  en- 
couragement to  connuit  hostilities,  a  safe  place  of  refuge  and 
supplies  of  anununition  and  provisions,  is  not  likely  to  make 
peace,  and  can  only  l)e  prevented  from  e<unmitting  hosHlitiefj 
within  our  borders  by  the  employment  of  large  forces  at  great 
expense  along  our  whole  mu-thern  frontier.  The  English  au- 
thorities are  directly  accountable  for  these  results,  by  giving 
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.refuge  to  Indians  at  war  with  the  United  States  and  by  refus- 
ing to  control  tlieni  or  to  permit  the  United  States  forces  to 
follow  them  into  British  territory. 

Third.  General  Sully's  statements  concerning  the  present 
system  of  annuities  to  Indians  and  the  manner  of  paying  them 
in  use  by  the  Indian  Department  are  worthy  of  careful  con- 
sideration, as  confirming  the  views  I  have  hitherto  laid  ])efore 
ihe  Department  on  this  s-ub.ject.  General  Sully  found  the 
country  between  Fort  Rice  and  the  Yellowstone  too  difficult  to 
be  traversed  by  trains,  in  fact  nearly  impracticable.  lie  ac- 
cordingly established  ;i  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone  and 
one  at  the  old  trading  post  of  Fort  Bertliold.  These  posts  in 
connection  with  Fort  Rice,  will  render  secure  the  navigation  of 
the  Missouri  River_and  the  overland  line  of  travel  by  the  valley 
of  that  river. 

Further  details  will  be  given  hi  my  annual  report,  as  also 
niy  purposes  for  the  protection  of  the  region  between  the  Platte 
and  the  Upper  .Missouri  and  Yellowstone.  It  will  probably  be 
necessary  to  establish  a  considerable  post  in  the  Black  Hills, 
and  one'on  Powder  lUver.  Of  these  matters  I  will  communicate 
more  fully  hereafter. 

4-Pt.  1-131.         JXO.  POPE,  :\ra.ior-General,  Commanding. 


Maj.-Gen.  II.  AV.  llalleck,  Cliief  of  Staff  of  the  Army,  AYashing- 
ton,  D.  C. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 
Milwaukee.  AVis.,  November  3,  1864. 

General:    I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  operation  in  this  department  during  the  past  year: 

The  two  great  Indifin  nations  which  occupy  this  militaiy 
department  are  the  Cbippewas.  who  inhabit  the  region  between 
Lake  Superior  and  Rainy  Lake  River  on  the  east  and  the  Red 
River  of  the  North  on  the  west,  and  tlie  powerful  Sioux  or 
Dakota  Nation,  which,  divided  into  several  strong  and  warlike 
tribes,  claims  and  roams  over  tho  vast  region  from  the  western 
frontier  of  :Minnesota  on  the  east  to  the  Rocky  Alountains  on. 
the  west,,  and  from  the  frontier  of  Iowa  and  the  line  of  the 
Platte  River"  on  the   south  to  tlie  British  pos-session  on  the 
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north.  Tliere  are  some  small  fi-agments  of  tribes  on  the  Upper 
^Missouri,  who  belong  to  neither  nation,  but  they  are  few  in 
number,  insignificant  in  strength  or  nitiuence,  and  have  always 
been  at  peace  with  tlie  wliites.  With  the  Chippewas  there  have 
been  no  difficulties  which  have  led  to  hostilities,  although .  there 
have  been  and  continue  to  be  the  constant  misunderstanding, 
dissatisfaction,  and  controversy  which  naturally  arise  under 
our  defective  Indian  system  between  the  Indian  on  the  one 
side  and  the  Indian  agents  and  triulers  on  the  other.  So  far 
the  difficulties  have  not  culminated  in  actual  hostilities,  but  un- 
less the  Indian  system  be  remodeled  they  are  likely  to  do  so  at 
any  moment.  The  war  up  to  this  time  has  been  entirely  con- 
fined, to  the  Sioux  Xation.  It  will  l)t^  remembered  that  the 
campaign  of  last  year,  terminated,  so  far  as  field  operations 
were  concerned,  with  the  defeat  of  the  Sioux  by  General  Sully 
near  the  James-  rtiver  on  the  3d  of  Septend)er,  1863.  The  high 
latitude  of  the  theatre  of  war  in  this  department,  the  immense 
i-egion  of  uninhabited  country  covered  by  military'  operations, 
and  the  vast  distances  from  the  frontier  To  be  traversed  before 
the  enemy  can  be  reached,  of  necessity  very  much  shorten  the 
season  during  Avhich  it  is  possible  to  carry  on  a  actual  field 
operations. 

After  reaching  the  Indian  count ly.  not  more  than  three 
rnonths  are  left  in  which  it  is  practicable^  to  keep  troops  in  the 
field.  The  operations  of  last  year  end«-d  with  such  defeats  of 
the  Indians  occupying  the  vast  regions  east  of  the  ^Missouri 
River  as  forced  thcni  for  a  time  to  take  refuge  in  the  British 
possessions,  and  relieved  the  entii-e  frontier  settleuu^nts  of 
^Minnesota,  Iowa  and  Dakota,  from  any  danger  of  In:lian  hos- 
tilities. During  the  last  winter,  however,  the  whole  Dakota 
Nation,  from  the  Ivoeky  .Mountains-  to  the  Minnesota  frontier, 
and  from  the  Platte  River  and  the  Iowa  line  to  the  British 
possessions  on  the  north,  succeeded  in  cond)ining  their  various 
and  scattered  tribes  for  a  final  effort  against  the  whites,  and 
by  the  opening  of  spring  had  slowly  concentrated  their  whole- 
force  on  and  near  the  Upper  ]\Iissouri,  to  resist  the  navigation 
of  the  ^Missouri  Iviver,  prevent  the  pas-saire  of  emigrants  across 
the  great  plains,  and  to  deliver,  with  their  cond)ined  forces,  a' 
final  battle  against  the  United  States   troops   under  General 
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Sully.     This  Indian  force  was  then  estimated  by  compeient 
authorities,  and  so  reported  by  me  to  the  War  Department 
early  in  the  spring,  at  about  6,000  warriors,  and  this  estimate 
was  subsequently  confirmed  by  General  Sully,  after  his  battles 
with,  them  near  the  Little  ^lissouri.    It  was  also  reported  at  the 
time,  and  has  been  confirmed  since  by  undoubted  testimony, 
that  ammunition  and  other  necessary  supplies  were  brought  to 
the  Indian  camps  during  the  winter  by  half  breeds  and  traders 
from  the  British  s-ettlements  on  the  Eed  Kiver  of  the  North. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  what  I  have  so  often 
reported,  that  Indian  hostilities  in  this  department  have  been 
fomented  and  encouraged,  and  the  LHlians  supplied  with  the 
means  to  continue  the  war,  by  tlie  half-oretds  and  other  British 
j^ubjects  of  the  Selkirk  settlements.    As  I  was  satis-tied  that  this 
combination  of  the  whole   ;)f  the  numerous  and  widely  dis- 
persed tribes  of  the  Sioux   (or  Dakota)   Nation,  who  occupy 
the  vast  region  north  of  tiie  Platte,  and  the  northern  boundaries 
of  Iowa  from  the  Rocky  ~\lountains  to  ilie  vicinity  of  the  Great 
Lakes,  would  be  the  final  effoi-t  of  the  great  Indian  nation  to 
continue  hostilities  auainst  the  whites,  and  as  I  felt  sure  that  if 
once  their  entire  force  of  warriors  eoukl  be  met  and  defeated, 
this  Indian  war  in  the  northwest  on  any  considerable  scale 
would  be  closed,  preparations  for  iin  active  campaign  during 
the  summer  of  1S04  were  made  during  the  close  of  last  winter. 
The  plan  of  operations  consisted  in  putting  into  the  field,  under 
the  command  of  Brig-Gen.  A.  Sully,  an  active  column  of  about 
2,500  men,   entirely   cavalry,  to  advance  against   the  Indians 
wherever  they  could  be  found,  and  deliver  battle  with  them, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  follow  up  the  movement  of  this  force 
with  detachments  of  infantry  large  enough  to  establish  strong 
posts  in  the  Indian  country.  These  posts  were  so  located  as  to 
cover  the  frontier  of  Iowa  and  ^Minnesota  and  the  frontier  set- 
tlements of  Dakota  Territory,  at  a  long  distance:  to  interpose 
between  the  different  tribes  so  as  to  prevent  concerted  action; 
to  command  tlie  hunting  grounds  of  the  Indians-  so  that  they 
would  be  constantly  under  the  su[)ervision  and  in  the  power  of 
the  military  forces,  which  by  concerted  action  could  easily  and 
promptly  nuirch  a.  heavy  force  of  cavalry  upon  any  portion  of 
the  region  in  which  the  Indians  are  obliged  to  hunt  for  sub- 
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sistence;  to  coiiimaiid  the  Indian  trails  toward  the  frontier  set- 
tlements so  as  to  detect  the  passage  even  of  the  smallest  parties 
attempting  to  make  raids'  upon  the  settlers,  and  to  foUow  them 
up,  and  so  far  as  military  necessities  would  allow,  to  protect  an 
emigrant  route  from  the  Lj)per  ^Mississippi  Kiver  to  the  Terri- 
tories of  Idaho  and  Monlany. 

The  details  of  this  plan  of  operations  were  submitted  to 
you  and  a]:)proved  in  February  last,  and  immediate  prepartions 
made  to  carry  tliem  into  execution.  General  Sully  collected  the 
forces  under  his  command,  from  the  various  posts-  and  stations 
in  his  district,  early  in  the  spriiiu".  and  conniienced  to  move  up 
the  ^Missouri  Rivei-,  leaviiiLi-  only  such  detachments  as  were 
necessary  to  cover  the  frontier  from  small  Indian  raids  during 
Lis  absence.  He  was  re-enforced  by  about  1,500  mounted  men 
from  ^Minnesota",  leaving  (Jeneral  Sibley  with  about  700  eti'ective 
ment  to  protect  the  frontier  s-etllements  of  ^iinnesota  during 
the  sunnner 

The  mouth  of  Bordache  Creek,  on  the  Upper  ^Missouri,  was 
selected  as  the  point  Avhere  the  ^Minnesota  troops  should  join 
the  forces  of  General  Sully  nroving  uj^  the  ]\lissouri,  and  the 
junction  of  these  forces  was  made  on  the  30lli  of  June.  The 
spring  rise  in  the  I\Iissouj'i  Kiver  did  not  come  down  until  very 
late  in  the  season,  and  Sully  ojily  rcfiched  the  mouth  of  the 
Cannon  Ball  River,  at  which  point  he  was  to  establish  a  strong 
l)Ost,  which  was  to  be  his  post  ol'  sup[)lies,  on  the  7th  of  July. 
He  established  Fort  Rice  at  that  point,  distant  from  Sioux  City 
450  miles,  and  garrisoned  it  with  hve  companies  of  the  Thirtieth 
"Wisconsin  Volunteers.  'I'he  Indians,  who  had  been  concen- 
trated on  and  near  the  Missouri  Kiver  about  hfty  miles  above 
this  post,  had  meantime  crossed  to  the  southwest  side  of  the 
river  and  occupied  a^stroni:  position  in  a  very  difficult  conntry 
near  the  Little  Missouri  Ixiver,  dm  west,  and  about  200  miles 
from  Fort  Rice. 

On  the  26th  of  July  (General  Sully  iiiarched  upon  these  In- 
dians with  the  following  foiees.  Eighth  Minnesota  ^'olunteers 
(mounted)  aiid  six  companies  of  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry, 
with  four  light  guns,  under  eonunaml  oi'.  Col.  ^1.  T.  Thomas. 
Eighth  Minnesota  Volnnteei's eleven  eom{)anies  Sixth  Iowa 
Cavalry,  three  eom[)anies  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  two  eonipanies 
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Dakota  cavalry,  four  companies  Brackett's  battalion  cavalry, 
one  small  company  of  scouts,  and  four  mountain  howitzers-,  all 

under  command  of  numbering  in  all  2,200  men.  A 

small  emigrant  train  for  Idaho,  which  had  accompanied  the. 
]Minnesota  troops  from  that  State,  followed  the  movements  of 
Sully's  force.  At  the  head  of  Heart  Kiver  he  corralled  his 
trains,  and,  leaving  a  sufficient  guard  with  them,  he  marched 
rapidly  to  the  northwest,  to  the  point  where  the  combined  force 
of  the  Indians  were  assembled.  On  the  morning  of  July  28  he 
came  upon  them,  between  5,000  and  6,000  warriors,  strongly 
posted  in  a  wooded  country,  very  much  cut  up  with  high,  rug- 
ged hills  and  deep  impassible  ravines.  He  had  an  hour's  talk 
with  some  of  tlie  Indian  chiefs,  who  were  very  detlnnt  and  im- 
pudent, after  which  he  moved  rapidly  forvrard  against  their 
strong  position.  The  action  for  a  time  was  shaq)  and  severe, 
but  the  artillery  and  long-range  small-arms  of  the  troops  were 
very  destructive,  and  the  Indians  began  to  give  w^ay  on  all 
sides.  They  were  so  closely  pressed  by  Sully's  forces  that  they 
abandoned  their  extensive  camps,  leaving  all  their  robes,  lodges, 
colts,  and  utensils  of  every  description,  and  all  the  winter 
supply  of  provisions  Avhich  they  had  been  so  long  colleeting. 
The  action  I'esulted  in  a  running  fight  of  nine  miles,  tlie  Indians 
finally  scattering  completely,  and  escaping  with  nothing  but 
their  wounded,  which,  according  to  Indian  custom,  they  carried 
off,  as  also  as  many  of  the  killed  as  they  could.  One  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dead  warriors  were  left  on  the  field. 

I  have  transmitted  heretofore  the  reports  of  General  Sully 
and  of  the  various  commanders  of  this  force,  as  also  a  statement 
of  the  innnense  c[uantity  of  Indian  goods  and  supplies  destroyed 
by  General  Sully  in  the  captured  camps  of  the  Indians.  Find- 
ing the  country  nearly  impracticable,  having  only  a  small  sup-» 
l]y  of  provisions  or  mean  to  carry  them,  and  ascertaining  that 
the  retreat  of  the  nniss  of  the  Indians  was  toward  the  south- 
^^•est,  Sully  returned  to  his  train  at  the  head  of  Heart  River,  and 
resumed  his  march  westward  through  an  unknown  and  unex- 
plored region  toward  the  Yellowstone,  which  he  expected '  to 
reach  near  Fort  Alexamkr,  at  which  j)oint  it  had  been  pro- 
posed to  establish  a  military  post.  On  the  5th.  of  August  he 
came  in  sight  of  the  Bad  Lands,  which  border  the  Little  ]\lis- 
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souri  on  both  sides.  The  country  was  exceeding!}^  rugged  and 
difficult,  and  so  cut  up  with  deep  perpendicular  ravines  that  it 
was  with  the  utmost  labor  and  loss  of  time  that  a  narrow, 
winding  way  between  the  ravines  in  places  barely  ten  feet  wide 
was  found  for  his  wagons.  I  cannot  convey  a  better  idea  of 
the  country  than  is  contained  in  the  follow^ing  extract  from 
Sully's  report,  which  will  be  full  of  interest  to  the  scientific 
world  : 

I  have  not  sufficient  power  of  language  to  describe  the 
country  in  front  of  us.  It  w^as  grand,  dismal,  and  majestic. 
You  can  imagine  a  basin,  600  feet  deep  and  twenty-five  miles 
in  width,  filled  with  a  number  of  cones  and  oven-shaped  knolls, 
of  all  sizes,  from  twenty-five  to  several  hundred  feet  high,  some- 
times by  themselves,  sometimes  piled  up  into  large  heaps  on  top 
of  each  other,  in  all  conceivable  shapes  and  confusion.  Most 
cf  these  hills  were  of  a  gray  clay,  but  many  of  a  light  brick 
color,  of  burnt  clay:  little  or  no  vegetation.  Some  of  the  sides 
of  the  hills,  however,  were  covered  with  a  few  scrub  cedars. 
Viewed  in  the  distance  at  sunset  it  looked  exactly  like  the  ruins 
of  an  ancient  city.  I  regret  very  much  that  some  gentleman 
well  acquainted  with  geology  and  minerology  did  not  accom- 
pany ihe  expedition,  for  we  marched  through  a  most  wonderful 
and  interesting  country.  It  was  covered  with  pieces  of  petrified 
wood,  and  on  the  tops  of  some  of  the  hills  we  found  petrified 
stumps  of  trees,  the  renuiins  of  a  great  forest.  In  some  cases 
these  trees  Avere  sixteen  to  eighteen  fe'et  in  diameter.  Large 
quantities  of  iron  ore,  lava,  and  impressions  of  leaves  in  the 
rocks  ,of  a  size  and  sliape  not  known  to  any  of  us. 

In  this  difficult  and  almost  impassable  region  a  portion  of 
the  Indians  whom  Sully  had  defeated  on  the  2Sth  of  July  at- 
tempted to  offer  resistance,  but  were  badly  defeated,  leaving 
over  100  dtad  on  the  field.  Afti-r  this  hopeless  clYort,  in  which 
General  Sully  rei)orts  that  they  exhibited  none  of  the  spirit  and 
audacity  which  characterized  the  fight  on  the  2Sth  of  July,  the 
Indians  scattered  and 'broke  up  their  combination  entirely.  The 
Tetons  separated  into  small  fragments,  fled  toward  the  south- 
west; the  Yanktonais,  with  other  confederated  tribes  from  the 
north  and  cast  sides  of  the  ^^lissonri.  crossed  the  ^lissouri  River, 
and  retreated  rapidly  into  tiie  Hritish  possessions  by  way  of 
I\louse  River:  General  Sully  followed  them  nearly  to  the 
British  line.    Finding  the  country  west  of  Fort  Rice  in  the 
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direction  of  the  Yellowstone  inipractieable  for  wagon  roads, 
Sully  decided  not  to  establish  a  post  so  high  np  on  that  river, 
but  placed  a  garrison  at  month  of  Yellowstone  and  another  at 
the  trading  pos-t  of  Port  Berthold,  lower  down  on  the  :\lissonri 
River.    These  posts  in  connection  with  Fort  Rice,.will  keep  open 
the  Missouri  River,  render  travel  along  the  valley  secure,  and 
separate  the  Indian  tribes,  so  that  another  concentration  will 
be  impracticable,  even  shouUl  the  Indians  seek  it.    Sully  re- 
turned slowly  by  way  of  the  :\Iissouri  River  valley  to  Fort  Rice. 
After  leaving  that  post  well  garrisoned  and  in  good  condition, 
and  sending  the  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  Volunteers  to  the  :Missis- 
sippi  to  go  south  to  Sherman's  army.  Sully  came  slowly  down  to 
Siou^x   City,   Avlun-e   his   hist   dispntche;,   ure   dated.     To  Fort 
Randall  and  also  to  Fort  Pierre  chiefs  of  the  combined  Sioux 
tribes  wdiich  he  had  defeated  came  in  and  asked  for  peace, 
acknowledging  that  they  could  not  fight  against  the  whites, 
that  they  had  lost  everything,  robes,  lo-dges,  provisions,  etc., 
and  would  be  m  a  starving  condition.     They  were  informed 
by  the  commanding  officers  of  those  posts  that  the  only  con^ 
ditions  of  peace  reciuired  from  that  W(n'e  they  would  behave 
themselves  and  not  molest  tlit^  Avliites.    The  Indians  were  both 
surprised  and  gi-atified  that  peace  on  such  easy  terms  was  to 
be  had,  and  immediately  returned  to  their  tribes  to  bring  in  the 
principal  chiefs  to  meet  (.encral  Sully  at  Fort  Randall.    It  is 
expected  that  peace  with  all  the  tribes  west  of  the  Missouri 
River,  on  terms  entirely  satisfactoi-y  to  the  C4overnment.  will  be 
made  this  winter;  a  peaee  which  involves  neither  presents  nor 
annuities  of  any  description,  but  a  peace  based  simply  upon 
good  behavior.    AVith  the  ^^anktonais  and  other  Sioux  tribea 
north  and  east  of  the  :Missouri  there  will  be  a  somewhat  longer 
delay  in  coming  to  satisfactory  terms. ^   About  half  these  In- 
dians desire  to  make  peaee  at  once,  but  tliere  are  many  who 
wi.sh  to  keep  up  the  wj^r.    These  last  are  encouraged  in  their 
purpose  by  half-breeds  and  other  British  subjects,  and  as  they 
have  a  safe  refuge  in  the  British   possessions,  and  are  there 
5^npplied  with  means ,  to  carry  on  hostilities,  it  will  probably 
rcijuire  the  hardships  and  privations  of  a  winter  in  these  arctic 
regions   to   bring  them   to   tlieir  -senses.     They   took  refiure" 
there  'after  the  battles  in  a  perfectly  destitute  condition.-  and 
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•are  already  beginning  to  rob  and  phuuler,  and  in  places  to 
commit  murder  in  the  English  sJlthMuents.  They  will  soon 
became  as-  odious  and  dangtrous  to  the  British  settlements  as 
they  have  been  to  our  own.  By  spi-ing  most  likely  everything 
will  be  satisfactorily  settled.  As  nuitters  stand,  and  are  likely 
to  stand  this  winter,  however,  with  these  Indians,  there  is  no 
manner  of  danger  to  the  frontier  settlements  of  :\hnnesota  or 
Dakota.  The  Indians  are  driven  far  awa\^  and  a  cold,  barren, 
and  bleak  prairie  region,  many  hundred  miles  in  extent,  and 
impassable  in  winter,  interposes  between  them  and  the  frontier 
settlements.  In  :\linnesota  there  luive  been  no  active  opera- 
tions, there  being  no  hostile  Indians,  except  a  few  straggling 
thieves  east  of  the  .Aiis.>ouri  Kivcr.  AVitli  the  snudl  force  under 
his  command  judiciously  posted  General  Sibley  has  kept  every- 
thing quiet  on  the  ^Minnesota  border,  nor  is  there  ever  again 
the  likelihooel  of  any  Indian  }u)stilities  from  Sioux  on  the  'M'ui- 
nesota  frontier,  beyond  such  small  thieving  raids  as  are  incident 
to  the  situatioiT,  and  must  always  occur  s-o  long  as  there  are 
Indians  on  our  western  borders.  With  ihese,  should  they  occur, 
a  small  force  will  be  able  to  deal  conclusively. 

For  details,  of  which  the  foregoing  report  is  a  brief  sum- 
mary, I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Generals 
Sully  and  Sibley  herewith  and  heretofore  transmitted. 

In  soiiie  nuuHie]'  the  British  Government  should  either 
prevent  hostile  Indians  v/lio  reside  \vitlp'n  the  boundai'ies  of  the 
United  States  from  seeking  refuge  in  P.rirish  territory,  or  should 
secure  the  United  Stato  auainst  the  r;)ids  of  such  Indians,  or 
should  permit  the  Tnited  States  forees  to  i)ursue  into  J^i'itisli 
territory  all  Indians  who  belong  south- of  the  line  and  who  are 
at  war  with  citizens  of  ihe  TnitiHl  States'.  One  of  these  three 
dejimnds  is-  certainly  n  asonable.  and  will  effect  the  desired  pur- 
posed In  the  >ame  e(m!iection  it  will  l-e  necessary  to  prohibit 
half-breeds  ai:d  other  ^>ritish  suhjtets  fi'om  coming  into  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  to  trach^  with  Indians,  whethei- hostile 
t(  us  or  nor,  who  live  soutli  (.f  the  P>ritish  line.  The  hostile 
Sioux  have  for  the  pa^t  two  years  been  su[)plied  with  annnuni- 
tion.  pi-ovisions.  etc..  to  cai-i-y  on  liost ilitit's-  against  the  Unit<^d 
States  by  liritish  subjects,  lioth  in  their  own  territory  a;;d  in 
curs.    A  state  of  hostility  between  the  Sioux  ami  citizens  of 
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the  United  States  of  course  throws  all  the  trade  with  such 
Indians  into  the  hands  of  British  traders,  hence  the  anxiety  of 
these  traders  to  prevent  peace  with  the  Sioux  Indians. 

I  have  the  honor  again  to  ask  attention  to  my  letter  of 
February  6,  1864,  to  the  Secretary  of  AVar,  on  the  subject  of 
our  Indian  system,  and  to  heg,  in  view  of  the  interests  of  the 
Government,  as  well  as  of  humanity,  that  such  legislative  or 
executive  action  be  recommended  as  will  as  far  as  practicable 
correct  the  evils  therein  set  forth.  I  transmit  inclosed  a  copy 
of  that  letter  and  a  copy  of  the  trade  regulations  with  In- 
dians, which  I  have  heretofore  forwarded,  and  which  I  deem 
necessary  to  protect  white  men  and  Indians  alike  against  In- 
dian traders.  It  is  my  purpose  by  forcing  all  traders  with 
Indians  to  locate  their  trading  posts  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  military  posts,  and  nowhere  else,  to  make  these  military 
posts  the  nuclei  of  extensive  Indian  camps,  and  as  far  as 
possible  to  induce  the  Indians  to  make  their  permanent  homes 
so  near  to  the  ^osts  that  they  will  constantly  be  under  the 
supervision  and  control  of  the  garrisons.  If  there  be  no  other 
places  to  trade  except  the  military  posts  the  Indians  will  neces- 
sarily resort  to  them,  and  will  there  remain,  except  when  he  is 
engaged  in  hunting  during  the  summer  season.  If  fair  dealings 
with  the  Indians  can  be  enforced  there  will  be  no  danger  of  any 
Indian  wars.  The  object  of  these  tr;ide  regulations  is  to  secure 
these  tw^o  results:  but  unless  they  are  adopted  and  enforced 
by  military  authority  ^\■e  cannot  hope  for  any  permanent  peace 
with  the  Indian  tribes.  The  regulations  themselves  are  so  full, 
and  their  object  so  manifest,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  go 
further  into  detail  concerning  them.  The  only  other  white  men 
I  would  permit  to  have  intercourse  with  the  Indians  are  the 
missionaries-.  I  trust  that  some  arrangement  will  be  made 
with  the  authorities  of  our  home  missionary  societies  to  furnish 
to  each  military  post  good  practical  men,  with  their  families, 
whose  business  shall  be  to  teach  the  Indians  the  useful  arts 
of  life — the  Indian  men  to  cultivate  the  soil,  the  Indian  women 
to  sew  and  to  do  such  other  work  as  they  are  fitted  for,  and 
all  to  keep  themselves  clean  and  decent.  These  are  the  first  les- 
sons to  be  taught  to  Indians.  Religious  instruction  will  come 
afterward  in  its  natural  order.    The  failure  of  our  missionaries 
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among  the  Indians  is  due,  I  think,  mainly  to  the  fact  that  they 
have  reversed  the  proper  order  of  instructioUj  and  have 
attempted  to  make  the  Indian  a  member  of  the  church  while 
he  is  still  a  wild  savage.  Of  course,  if  anything  is  to  be  gained 
by  it,  the  Indian  will  profess  his  belief  in  anything  whatever, 
w^ithout  the  slightest  knowledge  or  concern  as  to  what  it  all 
means.  AVhat  is  needed  to  civilize  or  christianize  Indians 
are  practical  common-sense  juen,  who  will  lirst  teach  them  to  be 
human  and  to  acquire  the  arts  of  civilized  life;  who  will 
educate,  as  far  as  can  be  done,  the  children  of  the  Indians,  and 
who  will  be  content  to  look  to  the  future,  and  not  to  the  imme- 
diate present  for  r(\sults.  Such  missioiijirjes  could  be  of  incal- 
culable benefit  to  the  Indians,  and  to  the  Government;  and  I 
would  recominend  that  whenever  sucli  men  are  sent  to  the 
military  posts  on  the  frontier  the  Government  will  furnish 
them  with  quarters  and  with  rations,  at  the  rate  of  two  small 
families  for  each  of  the  larger  posts  and  for  one  small  family 
for  each  smaller  post.  I  have  no  doubt  that  these,  small  mis- 
sions at  each  post,  if  conducted  by  pr;ictical  and  earnest  men, 
would  greatly  add  to  the  hope  of  permanent  peace  with  the 
Indians,  ai.d  ccaitribute  to  a  lualthy  and  increasing  improve- 
ment in  the  moral  and  physical  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes. 
The  military  commandei-s  will  bo  instructed  to  give  every 
assistance  and  encouragement  to  such  missionaries,  and  to  enjoin 
upon  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  their  command,  that  they 
exhibit  toward  the  missioiuiries  (^very  respect  and  kindness.  The 
peace  which  will  be  made  with  Indians,  under  the  instructions  I 
have  given  (Centrals  Sullv  i\nd  Sibley,  is  l)ased  simply  upon  the 
understanding  that  tiie  Indians  on  tiu.^  one  hand  behave  them- 
selves and  do  not  molest  the  whites,  and  on  the  other  hand 
that  the  whites  shall  be  made  to  deal  fairly  with  the  Indians 
and  not  moh^st  them  in  any  way.  The  military  authorities 
undertake  to  enforce  vgood  conduct  on  both  sides,  and  will 
have  the  power,  if  not  interfered  with,  to  do  so  tlioroughly. 
As  such  a  peace  involves  neither  annuities  ],or  presents,  aiid 
holds  out  i!0  prospect  in  violating  it.  excej)!  hostilities,  it  will 
probably  be  lasting.  Hitherto  it  has  been  the  practice  to 
accompany  every  treaty  of  peace  made  ])y  Indians  agents  with 
expensive  presents  of  goods  and  supj)lies  of  various  kinds,  and 
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the  Indians  naturally  understand  that  these  are  given  them 
as  bribes  to  keep  the  peace  and  because  the  whites  are  afraid 
ci'  them;  and  of  course  they  observe  such  treaties  only  as  long 
as  they  find  it  convenient,  or  until  they  need  a  further  supply 
of  presents  (ammunition,  goods,  etc.).  In  fact,  it  has  been 
for  years  a  saying  with  the  Sioux  along  the  great  mail  route 
to  California  that  whenever  they  became  poor  and  needed 
blankets  and  powder  and  lead,  they  had  only  to  go  down  to 
this  great  mail  and  emigrant  route  and  kill  a  few  white 
people  and  thert  would  be  another  treaty  of  peace,  which 
would  supply  all  their  wants. 

It  is  beyond  question  that  sueh  a  system  of  treaty-making 
iS;  of  all  others,  the  most  impolitic,  whether  negotiated  with 
savage  or  civilized  people,  and  leads  in  either  case  to  constant 
i'Ud  increasing  hostilities.  I  intend  in  settling  a  peace  with 
Indians  in  this  department,  to  do  away  entirely  with  this 
system,  which,  aside  from  its  ett'ect  in  stimulating  and  encour- 
aging breaches  of  treaties'  of  peace,  is  always  attended  with 
fraud  upon  the  Government  and  upon  the  Indians. 

I  shall  send  up  in  the  spring  some  companies  of  cavalry 
to  make  a  cantonment  for  tlie  summer  at  sojue  points  on  the 
lake,  and  to  remain  there  until  the  lasf  possible  moment  in 
the  autumn,  with  the  view  to  drawing  the  various-  tribes  of 
Indians  -to  that  point,  and  fnrnisliing  thtm  with  facilities  of 
trade  during  the  summer  and  autumn.  Such  a  cantonment 
kept  up  for  two  or  three  seasons  wili  have  a  most  beneficial 
etrect  upon  tlie  Indians,  as  all  whites,  except  authorized 
traders  acting  under  the  supervision  of  the  military  authori- 
ties, will  be  prohibited  from  goiuf?  into  that  region.  1+  is 
proper  to  remark  that  extensive  strata  of  excellent  coal  hn\-?^ 
been  found  at  Port  Rice,  one  vein  six  feet  thick.  This  coal 
field  extends  toward  the  southwest,  and  it  is  supposed  out- 
crops on  tlie  slopes  of'  the  Black  IIills.  How  far  north  it 
extends  is  not  yet  known.  The  existence  oi  this  great  coal 
field  half-way  between  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Rocky  :\Ioun- 
tains  is  a  fact,  the  value  of  which  cannot  well  be  overesti- 
mated. Aside  from  furnishing  fuel  for  the  navigation  of  the' 
Upper  ^lissouri  River,  it  is  a  controlling  element  in  the  location 
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of  a  railroad  across  the  great  plains  to  the  Pacific.  Its  extent 
and  character  will  soon  be  developed  by  the  troops  from  Fort 
Rice  and  other  points  on  the  Missouri  Kiver. 

I  may  state  finally  that  the  Government  may  safely  dis- 
miss all  apprehensions  of  Indian  war.^  in  the  northwest.  Small 
Indian  raids  there  doubtless  will  be,  as  there  always  have 
been,  for  stealing  horses,  but  no  hostilities  on  any  considerable 
scale  are  likely  again  to  occur.  A  snuill  force  such  as  is  desig- 
nated in  this  report,  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  protect  the 
frontier  and  the  emigration.  I  only  ask  now  that  the  military 
authorities  be  left  to  themselves  to  deal  with  these  Indians, 
and  to  regulate  the  trading  with  the  Indian  tribes  without  the 
interposition  of  Indian  agi-nts,  and  I  will  cheerfully  guarantee 
peace  with  the  Indian  tribes  in  this  department.  The  depart- 
ment has  been  administered  so  far  as  its  relations  with  the 
State  and  other  civil  authorities  are  concerned,  in  accordance 
with  the  views  and  principles  laid  down  in  the  accompanvinsr 
letter  from  me_  to  Governor  Salomon,  of  Wisconsin.  I  am 
gratified  to  say  that  tliere  have  been  entire  harmony  and 
success.  The  draft  and  all  other  laws  of  the  United  States 
have  been  promptly  and  fully  executed  in  the  department, 
without  difficulty  or  trouble  of  any  kind  whatever. 

I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
zeal  of  the  district  commanders  in  the  department  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  various  and  perplexing  duties  which  have  de- 
volved upon  them.  General  Sully,  commanding  District  of 
Iowa  and  the  Indian  expedition;  General  Sibley,  commanding- 
District  of  :Minnesota.  and  Gf-neral  T.  C.  II.  Smith,  command- 
ing District  of  Wisconsin,  are  entitled-  to  my  warmest  thanks: 
for  their  valuable  services  and  the  cordial  good  feelino-  which 
they  have  manifested  during  their  entire  term  of  service  in  this 
department.  To  General  Sully  I  particularly  desire  to  invite 
liie  favorable  consideration  of  the  "War  Department.  His 
arduous  and  distinguished  services  in  organizing  and  conduct- 
ing the  Indian  expedition  and  treating  and  dis-persinir  the 
conbined  tribes  of  Indians  in  two  considerable  battles  at 
such  remote  points  and  in  so  difficult  a  country,  and  in  tlnr^ 
bringing  the  Indian  to  tlie  n<>cessity  of  asking  peace  from 
the  Gover-nment,   entitles  him   to   peculiar   consideration,  anc 
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make  it  proper  for  me  to  renew  the  application  heretofore 
transmitted  for  his  promotion.  He  has  earned  it  fairly,  and  1 
trust  and  believe  that  the  Government  will  not  hesitate  to 
confer  it  upon  him. 

To  the  reports  of  Generals  Sully  and  Sibley,  and  to  thos-e 
of  their  subordinate  commanders,  I  refer  for  details  of  th^ 
various  military  operations  herein  sketched,  and  for  a  proper 
representation  of  the  distinguished  conduct  of  the  several 
officers  and  of  the  troops  under  their  command.  I  "cheerfully 
indorse  their  recommendations  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  in  question. 

JNO.  POPE,  ^Major-General,  Commanding. 
]\ra.j.-Gen.  IT.  W.  llalleck.  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army.  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 


Reports  of  Brig.-Gen.  Alfred  Sully,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding- 
Northwestern  Indian  Expedition. 

Headquarters'  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition, 
Camp  on  Heart  Kiver.  ])ak.  Ter.,  July  31.  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my 
operations  since  July  25 : 

On  the  23d  of  this  month  I  reached  this  point,  having 
made  rapid  marches,  considering  I  had  a  very  large  emigrant 
train  under  my  charge.  I  had  started  in  a  direction  west, 
but  on  the  road,  receiving  information  that  the  Indians  were 
on  or  near  Knife  River,  I  changed  my  course  in  a  northerly 
direction.  On  my  arrival  at  this  point  I  corralled  all  my 
vragons  and  the  emigrant  train,  leaving  it  under  charge  of 
Captain  Tripp.  Dakota  Cavalry,  with  a  sufficient  force  to  guard 
against  danger,  intending  to  start  with  pack-mules,  but  on 
opening  the  boxes  I  found  no  sa Jdle-blankets.  This  I  replaced 
with  gunny-sacks.  I  then  found  the  ])ands  that  go  over  the 
packs  and  under  the  4jellies  (called  cintuas.  I  believe)  instead 
of  bei)ig  ]nade  with  webbing  or  several  thickiiesses  of  duck 
sewed  together,  and  about  six  or  eiiriit  inches  wide,  were  made 
of  hard  leather  aliout  three  inches  wide.  The  torture  to  the 
n:ules,  when  the.se  pieces  of  wluit  oua-ht  to  be  called  sheet-ii-on 
were  brought  tight  under  their  bellies,  wns  such  that  they  were 
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kicking  and  jumping  in  all  directions^  and  succeeded  in  either 
getting  their  packs  oil'  or  breaking  the  saddle.  I  therefore 
had  to  give  up  the  pack-niule  system,  for  two  days'  march 
with  such  instruments  of  torture  would  completely  use  up  all 
icy  animals.  I  then  pressed  into  service  all 'the  light  private 
wagons  with  me,  placing  in  each  four  of  my  best  mules  and 
hauling  1^000  pounds  each.  By  throwing  away  all  tents, 
everything  but  provisions  and  ammunition,  I  could  move 
rapidly  with  a  very  few  wagons.  About  3  p.  m.  of  the  26th  I 
succeeded  in  getting  oil',  and  about  10  a.  ni.  of  the  28th 
succeeded  in  reachinir  the  enemy's  camp,  about  eighty  miles 
march.  All  their  camp  was  staiuling  when  I  reached  there, 
and  they  prepared  for  a  light,  no  doubt  with  full  confidence 
of  whipping  me,  for  they  had  twenty-four  hours  notice  of  my 
advance  by  a  party  of  my  scouts  falling  in  with  a  war  party 
of  theirs  not  sixteen  miles  froni  here.  We  followed  their  trail, 
which  led  me  to  their  camp.  1  found  the  Indians  strongly 
posted  on  the_side  of  a  mountain  called  Tahkahokuty  :\roun- 
tain,  which  is  a  small  chain  of  very  high  hills  filled  with 
ravines,  thickly  timbered  and  well  watered,  situated  on  a 
branch  of  the  Little  :\lissouri,  (rros  Ventres,  latitude  47°  15'. 
as  laid  down  on  the  Government  map.  The  prairie  in  front  of 
the  camp  is  very  rollincr,  and  on  the  left  as  we  approached 
high  hills.  On  the  tops  and  sides  of  these  hills  and  on  my 
right',  at  the  base  of  the  mountains,  also  on  the  hillocks  in  front 
of  the  prairie,  the  Indians  were  posted:  there  were  over  1,600 
lodges,  at  least  5,000  or  6,000  warriors,  composed  of  the 
Ihikpapas.  Sans  Arcs.  BlacktVct.  Miiineconjous,  Yanktonais, 
aijd  Santee  Sioux.  My  foi-ce  consistt^d  as  follows:  Eleven 
companies  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry.  Bieutenant-Colonel  Pol- 
lock comnianding :  three  companies  of  the  Seventli  Iowa  C:iv- 
alry,  Lieutenant-Colunc]  Patter-  conuiiaiiding ;  two  companies 
of  Dakota  cavalry.  Captain  Miner  eonnnanding:  four  com- 
panies of  Brackett's  :\!innes()ta  Battalion.  :\Iaj()r  Brackctt 
commanding:  about  seventy  scouts,  and  a  prairie  batt(M'y  of 
two  sections,  commanded  by  Captain  X.  Pope.  This  formed  tlie 
First  Brigade.  Ten  companies  of  the  F.i-ihth  Minnesota  Inf-m- 
try,.  undej-  conimand  of  f.iiMitenant-Colonel  '  Rogers :  six  eom- 
j>nnies'  of .  Second  :\linnesota   Cavalry,  under  Colonel  :\IcL:!r(Mi. 
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aud  two  sections  of  the  Third  Minnesota  Battery,  under  Cap^ 
tain  Jones,  formed  the  Second  Brigade,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Thomas-.  The  whole  of  my  force  numbering  on  the 
field  about  2,200  men. 

Finding  it  was  impossible  to  charge,  owing  to  the  country 
being  intersected  by  deep  ravines  filled  with  timber,  I  dis- 
mounted and  deployed  six  companies  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  on 
the  right  and  three  companies  of  the  Seventh  Iowa,  and  on 
the  left  six  companies  of  the  Eighth  ^linnesota  Infantry; 
placed  Pope's  battery  in  the  center,  supported  by  two  com- 
panies of  cavalry:  the  Second  Cavalry,  on  the  left,  drawn  up 
by  squadrons.  Brar-kett's  ^Minnesota  Battalion  on  the  right 
in  the  same  order,  Jones'  battery  and  four  companies  of 
cavali^^  as  a  reserve.  The  few  wagons  I  had  closed  up,  and 
the  rear  guard,  composed  of  three  companies,  followed.  In 
this  order  we  advanced,  driving  in  the  Indians  till  we  reached 
the  plain  between  the  hills  and  the  mountains.  Here  large 
bodies  of  Indians  tlanked  me.  The  Second  Cavalry  drove 
them  from  the  left.  xV  very  large  body  of  Indians  collected 
on  my  right  for  a  charge.  I  directed  Braekett  to  charge  them. 
This  he  did  gallantly,  driving  them  in  a  circle  of  about  three 
miles  to  the  base  of  the  mountains  and  beyond  my  line  of 
skirmishers,  killing  many  of  them.  The  Indians*,  seeing  his 
position,  collected  in  large  numbers  on  him,  but  he  repelled 
them,  assisted  by  some  well  directed  shots  from  Jones'  battery. 
i\bout  this  tinu'  a  large  body  of  Indians,  who  we  ascertained 
afterward  had  been  hunting  for  me,  came  up  on  my  rear.  '  I 
brought  a  })iece  of  Jones'  battery  to  the  rear,  and  with  the  rear 
guard  dispersed  them.  The  Indians,  seeing-  that  the  day  would 
not  be  favorable  for  them,  had  commenced  taking  down  their 
lodges-  and  sending  back  their  families.  I  swung  the  left  of 
my  line  round  to  the  right  and  closed  on  them,  sending  Pope 
with  his  guns  and  the  Dakota  Cavalry  (two  companies)  for- 
ward. The  artillery  fire^soon  drove  them  out  of  their  strong 
positions  in  the  ravines,  and  Jones'  battei-y.  with  Braekett 's 
battalion,  moving  up  on  the  right,  soon  put  them  to  flight, 
the  whole  of  my  line  advancing  at  the  same  time.  By  sunset 
no  Indians  were  on  the  ground.  A  body,  .however.  a|)j)enred 
on  top  of  the  mountain   over   which   they  had   retreated.  1 
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sent  Major  Camp,  Eiy;hth  ]\liiuiesota,  with  four  companies  of 
the  Eighth  Minnesota  forward.  Tlioy  ascended  to  the  top  of 
the  hill,  putting  the  Indians  to  iiiglit  and  killing-  several.  The 
total  number  of  killed,  judging  from  what  we  saw,  was  from 
100  to  150.  I  saw  them  during  the  fight  carry  olf  a  great 
many  dead  or  wounded.  The  very  strong  position  they  held 
and  the  advantages  they  had  to  retreat  over  a  broken  country 
prevented  me  from  killing  more.  AYe  slept  on  the  battle 
ground  that  night. 

The  next  morning  before  daylight  we  started  to  go  round 
the  mountain,  as  I  could  not  get  up  it  with  wagons  and 
artillery  in  front.  After  six  miles'  march,  I  came  in  sight  of 
the  trail  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountain,  but  could  not  g^^l 
to  it.  One  sight  of  the  country  convinced  me  there  was  no  use 
trying  to  follow  up  the  Indians  through  s-uch  country  and  find 
them.  I  went  on  top  the  hill,  and  as  far  as  I  could  see  with 
my  glass  ^^sorne  thirty  miles)  the  country  was  cut  up  in  all 
directions  by  deep  ravines,  sometimes  near  100  feet  deep, 
filled  with  timber,  the  banks  almost  perpendicular.  1  there- 
fore thought  the  next  best  thing  to  do  was  to  destroy  their 
camp.  This  1  did,  ordering  Colonel  ^McLaren,  Second  Cavalry, 
on  that  duty.  I  enclose  you  a  report  of  property  destroyed 
by  him.  That  afternoon  I  marched  six  miles  from  the  battle 
ground  and  camped.  About  dark  a  large  body  of  Indians 
came  on  to  my  pickets  and  killed  two.  A  command  was  imme- 
diately sent  after  them,  but  they  fled  in  all  directions.  They 
made  no  further  demonstration  on  my  march  to  this  point, 
■'.vliich  I  reached  yesterday,  my  animals  well  tired  out,  having 
made  a  march  of  over  1G5  miles  in  six  days,  one  day  being 
occupied  in  the  fight. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  behaved  well,  and 
all  appeared  desirous  to  carry  out  my  instructions  as-  well  as 
they  could. 

My  thanks  artv  due  to  the  officers  of  my  staff  for  com- 
nuinicating  my  orders  promptly,  sometimes  being  obliged  to 
expose  themselves  very  mucli  in  so  doing— Captain  Pell, 
assistant  adjutant-general;  :\lajor  Wood,  Fifteenth  Xew  York 
Cavalry,  ehi^'f  oi  cavalry:  Captain  :Marsh,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry, 
acting     assistant     inspeetor-general ;     Captain     Yon  :\Iinden, 
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Brackett's  battalion,  acting  topographieal  engineer:  Lieutenant 
Ellison,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  acting  ordnance  officer;  Lieu- 
tenant. Bacon,  Dakota  cavalry,  acting  assistant  quartermaster; 
and  I  was  also  obliged  to  accept  the  services  of  Surgeon 
Freeman,  medical  director,  to  carry  orders.  I  shall  march 
toward  the  Yellowstone  in  two  days,  bearing  a  little  south 
and  I  expect  to  overtake  the  enemy  again  on  my  way.  I 
would  beg  leave  also  to  add  that  the  day  after  the  fight, 
wiien  I  returned  to  the  enemy's  camp,  some  Indians  came 
forward  and  planted  a  white  flag  on  the  hill-side;  some  men, 
however,  fired  on  them  and  they  retreated.  1  saw  the  flag  too  * 
late. 

I  inclose  you  the  list*  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  reports 
of  ditferent  commanders. 

Asst.  Adjutant-General,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

41-Pt.  1-141.  ALP.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 

*Nominal  list  (here  omitted)  shows  two  killed  and  eight 
wounded  in  Brackett's  ^linnesota  Battalion;  oue  killed  and  one 
wounded  in  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry;  two  killed  in  Second  .Min. 
nesota  Cavalry;  and  one  wounded  in  the  First  Battalion 
Dakota  Cavalry.^' 


No.  3. 

Reports  of  Lieut-Col.  Samuel  M.  Pollock,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry, 

First  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Iowa  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
Camp  No.  34.  July  29,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honoi-  to  repoi't  the  operations  of  eltven 
companies  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Volunteer  Cavalry  on  the  28th 
rnd  29th  of  July,  1864  (company  K  havinu-  been  left  in  garri- 
son at  Fort  Kandall,  Dak.  Ter.),  in  connection  with  the  i)attle 
with  the  India )is  at  Talikaliokuty.  On  the  morning  of  the 
28th  instant  tiu-  two  brigades  took  up  the  line  of  march  from 
their  camp  ( Xo.  32)  and  l>ig  Knife  Rivtr,  in  a  direction  west 
of  north.  The  First  Brigade,  consislino'  of  tlie  Sixth  lo^ra 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  three  com[)anies  of  the  Stventh  Iowa  Vol- 
unteer  Cavalry.   Brackett 's   Battalion    of    Minnesota  Cavalry, 

"The  Dakota  man  wouiuled  was  Pi  ivate  Benjamin  F.  FeUow  s  of 
Company  A.     He  recoverfd. 
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two  companies  of  Dakota  Cavalry,  the  Prairie  battery,  and  one 
company  of  Indian  scouts,  being  in  advance.  About  11  a.  m. 
the  guides  announced  that  they  had  discovered  Indians  in 
large  numbers  at  a  place  called  Tahkahokuty,  directly  in  our 
front,  and  at  a  distance  of  but  a  few  miles,  as  reported  by 
them,  but  which  eventually  proved  to  be  at  least  ten  miles 
away. 

The  position  occupied  by  the  Indians  consisted  of  a  ridge 
of  buttes,  varying  from  400  to  SOO  feet  in  height,  the  sides 
of  which  were  covered  with  timber  and  large  rocks.  Deep, 
wooded  ravines  almost  inaccessible  to  cavalry  protected  nearly 
the  whole  front  of  these  buttes.  South  of  this  position  were 
lower  ranges  of  buttes,  over  which  it  was  necessary  to  pass 
to  reach  the  almost  impregnable  position  occupied  by  the 
enemy.    These  lower  ranges  were  broken,  uneven  and  stony. 

Upon  the  announcement  of  the  presence  of  Indians  in  our 
front  the  line  of  battle  was  immediately  formed  by  the  general 
commanding,  the  Seventh  Iowa  Volunteer  Cavalry  being  in 
the  center,  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavali-y  on  the  right  and  the 
Eighth  :\Iinnrsota  Iiil'antiy  on  the  left,  the  Prairie  battery, 
supported  by  Company  M,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  the  Indian 
scouts  advancing  iu  tiie  interval  between  the  Sixth  and  the 
Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry.  Oue  battalion,  composed  of  Com- 
panies x\,  0,  L,  and  D,  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
Avas  commanded  by  Capt.  Jolm  Galligan,  Company  A;  one 
battalion  (Compani<^s  B.  E.  and  F)  by  Capt.  D.  C.  Cram, 
Company  B;  and  one  battalion  (Com])anies  C,  II,  and  I)  by 
]\lajor  House.  Company  0  was  thrown  in  advance  of  the 
Ime  of  skirmishers'.  Slroni^  parties  of  Indians  came  out  well 
mounted  (some  of  theiu  on  American  horses)  and  attacked 
lis  from  eight  to  ten  miles  from  their  position  in  the  bluffs. 
Six  companies,  viz.  A.  C.  D,  II,  I,  and  L,  were  dismounted 
and  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  right,  Company  G  dis- 
mounting and  skirnnshing  in  the  advance,  three  companies  (B, 
E,  and  F)  remaininLi-  mounted,  and  used  as  a  reserve,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  D.  C.  Cram.  After  advancing  and  skirmishing 
about  three  miles  the  Indians  gathered  in  large  numbers  on 
and  near  a  high  butte  in  front  of  our  left.  The  Prairie 
battery  took  position  and  after  firing  a  few  rounds  dislodo-ed 
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aiid  scattered  them.  V/e  continued  to  advance  for  aboat  tvro 
miles  farther,  constantly  skirmishing  and  driving  the  enemy 
before  ns,  when  they  again  massed  in  large  numbers  on  our 
right  front.  A  part  of  the  .Minnesota  battery,  supported  by 
Company  E,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  was-  placed  in  position  on 
our  right,  and  after  a  few  rounds  scattered  them,  they  moving 
still  farther  to  our  right  near  the  high  bluft's  which  extended 
some  distance  in  that  direction.  A  charge  was  here  made 
upon  them  by  Brackett's  Battalion  of  :\linnesota  Cavalry,  and 
they  were  again  driven  more  to  our  front,  gradually  falling 
back  to  their  strongest  position  in  the  range  of  bluffs  before 
indicated.  Our  line  continued  to  advance,  but  by  direction  of 
the  general  commanding  was  not  to  move  in  advance  of  the 
Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry  on  our  left,  but  was  to  present  a  con- 
nected and  continuous  line.  We  were  delayed  for  an  hour  or 
more  awaiting  the  cRlvance  of  the  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry. 

The  artillery  and  cavalry  were  thrown  forward,  on  the 
right  and  left,  driving  the  enemy  up  in  the  bluffs.  Our  line 
again  advanced  and  reached  and  took  posses-sion  of  the  bluft's 
about  sunset,  the  artillery  having  shelled  the  enemy  from 
their  shelter  in  the  woods  and  behind  the  rocks  on  the  sides 
of  the  bluffs  in  our  front.  But  one  casualty  occurred  in  tiie 
regiment;  one  man  in  Company  U,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  was 
severely  but  not  dangerously  wounded.  The  day  was  excessively 
hot.  The  men  were  dismounted  and  carrying  their  arms  and 
annnunition  (weighing  about  tweiity-five  pound<^),  and  the 
Indians  being  well  mounted,  were  able  generally  to  move  out 
of  the  range  of  our  ritles.  It  is  impossible  to  give  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  the  number  of  Indians  killed;  many,  how- 
ever, were  seen  to  fall  from  their  horses,  and  several  were 
known  to  have  been  killed.  We  encamped  about  two  miles 
north  of  the  battlefiel^l,  and  the  next  morning  started  in  pur- 
suit of  the  Indians  toward  the  Little  :\Iissouri  River,  but  after 
marching  about  two  hours  were  obliged  to  turn  back,  havincr 
found  it  impossible  to  move  any  farther  with  wagons  in  that 
direction.  Upon  returning  to  the  battlefield  'four  companies' 
vrere  detailed  to  destroy  property  taken  from  the  Indians.  A 
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vast  amount  of  property,  consisting  of  lodges,  poles  and  dried 
meat  was  destroyed.  Both  officers  and  men  behaved  well 
throughout. 

41-Pt.  1-156.  S.  .Al.  POLLOCK,  Lieut.-Col,  Sixth  Iowa 

Cavalry,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  John  IL  Pell. 

Ass't.  Adjt.-GLen.,  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Iowa  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Camp  Xo.  — ,  August  9,  1864. 
Sir:    I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th  instant  the  Sixth  Iowa  Yohuiteer  Ccivalry  moved  from 
the    camp    on    tlie    Little    :\lissouri    River   into    the  position 
assigned  it  as  the  riglit  column  of  the  First  Brigade  of  the 
Northwestern  Indian  Expedition.     Immediately   after  moving 
into  position,  and  before  crossing  the  river,  Indians  in  large 
numbers  were  seen  in  front  and  on  the  right  and  left  of  the 
column;  lieavy  firino'  was  also  heard  in  front.    :\Iy  command 
was  immediately  moved  forward,  closino-  ^ip  to  the  rear  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  which  was  that  day  in  advance.    I  dismounted 
Companies  D  and   L.  deploying  them  as  skirmishers  on  the 
right  of  the  column.     On  the  range  'of  high  buttes  running 
along  tlu-  right  of  {ho  deep  ravine  through  which  the  column- 
and  train  were  oblio,.a  to  advance,  parties  of  Lidians  appeared 
continually  on  the  liajiks,   but   f^iulini;'  no   part   of  the  train 
unguarded  kei)t  mostly   out  of  range  of  our  guns.     In  this 
manner  we  continued  to  advance  for  about  four  miles  until  we 
anj^roached  two  hi<ali  luittis  between  Avhich  our  route  was,  and 
from  which  the  enemy  had  been  dislodged  by  the  troops  in  the 
advance.    The  train  with  the  brigade  in  advaiice  was  corralled 
here  and  trooi)s  stationed  on  tlie  heights.    AVhile  the  advance 
had  moved  forward  to  secure  a  position  in  front,  the  troops 
stationed  on  tb.e  hei«jhts  on  the  right  flank  were  relieved  by 
Companies  C  aiul  1,   of  my  conunand.     A  part  of  Company 
:M  was  alvo  left  as  a  support  to  a  piece  placed  in  position  on 
the  right  [lank  <^f  the  colunin  by  Cai)tain  P<>pe  from  his  lat- 
tery.    Tht'   column   aiiain  moved   forw^ird,   lari:e   luunbers  of 
Indians  a.pjx'aring  on  the  tlanks  ami  passing  around  th*'  rear. 
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only  coming  Avithiu  range  of  our  carbines  occasionally,  gener^ 
ally  secreting  themselves  when  within  range  in  ravines  and 
behind  buttes.  The  rear  was  frequently  threatened,  but  noth- 
ing more  than  skirmishing  took  place  tliere.  The  commancL 
continued  to  march  in  this  manner  until  about  5  p.  m.,  when 
we  arrived  at  a  small  lake  where  we  were  ordered  to  bivouac. 

We  were  allowed  but  a  short  rest,  however,  the  Indians 
appearing  in  large  numbers  suddenly,  covering  the  buttes  in 
every  direction  and  entirely  surrounding  the  command.  Com- 
panics  A,  C,  E,  G,  I,  and  L  were  immediately  moved  out  on 
foot  to  snpport  the  pickets;  except  coming  near  enough  to 
exchange   a  fevr  shots  no  direct  attack  Avas  made.  Private 
Alfred ''j.  Nicholson,  Company  H   (which  company   t'ormed  i 
part  of  the  rear  guard),  while  in  the  rear  of  his  company  a 
few  yards,  was  wounded  in  the  hip  by  an  arrow,  inflicting  a 
flesh*  wound,   not   dangerous.     Xo    other   casualties  occurred 
durinc-  the  day.     Six  or  eight   ludians-  -m-o  Indit' cd  to  have 
been  killed  during  the  aay,  but  b^^ino;  on  the  rlank  and  in  rea/^ 
of  the  column,  no  definite  statement  can  be  made.  Companies 
A  and  11  Avere  on  guard  during  the  niuht.    Companies  C,  D, 
r,  and  L  were  placed  directly  in  rear  of  the  pickets  and  near 
them  as  a  support  in  case  of  an  attack.    The  remainder  of 
the  regiment  slept  on  their  arms.    At  daybreak  on  the  morn- 
ing  of  the    9th   Indians   in   large   numbers   Avere  discovered 
occupying  the  buttes  around  camp,  and  particularly  in  front. 
Large  numbers  of  them  gathered  on  every  butte  or  hill  near 
our  camp.    A  hurried  meal  was  soon  dispatched  and  the  First 
Brigade    nioved   in    position    as    the    advance   brigade.  The 
Indians-  Avere  gradually  movini''  nearer  camp  and  had  already 
exchanged    several    shots   Avith    the    pickets,    becoming  very 
insolent  and  taking  possession  of  every  position  in  our  front 
that   Avould   afford   them    any   protection   from  the  artillery. 
Company  C  Avas  dismounted  and  Company  I,  mounted,  Avere 
iTiOved  forAvard  as  a  part  of  the  advance  guard.    One  battalion, 
Companies  A,  D.  G,  and  L  (Capt.  John  Galligan,  Company  A, 
acting  major")  Avere  nOAV  dismounted  and  moved  in  front  of  the 
right  of  the  brigade  as  skirmishers.    I  Avas  then  ordered  to 
move  forAvard  and  drive  the  Indiana  froui  the  front  and  take 
possession  of  tAvo  high  ])uttes  about  one  mile  in  advance  and 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


whieh  were  covered  with  Indians.  Tlie  command  was  giyen 
and  the  six  companies  hist  named  moved  forward  at  double- 
quick  time,  driving  the  Indians  from  the  buttes  and  ravines^ 
scattering  them  wherever  they  attempted  to  make  a  stand,  and 
continuing  at  this  pace  made  a  charge  of  over  two  miles  in  a 
very  few  minutes  without  halting.  I  was  here  halted  by 
orders  of  the  genei'al  connnanding  until  the  column  and  train 
came  up.  The  Indians,  evidently  not  expecting  so  rapid  an 
advance,  were  dismayed  and  dishcarten«'d,  and  fleeing  in  every 
direction  disappeared  almost  entirely  from  our  front,  the  few 
remaining  keeping  at  a  respectful  distance  and  giving  us  no 
further  opportunity  of  engaging  them.  Xo  casualties  occurred 
during  the  day,  althougli  several  i)odies  of  Indians  were  closely 
engaged,  but  were  mostly  surprised  in  ravines,  and  w^ere  too 
much  alarmed  to  lire  with  any  certain  aim,  and  the  only 
damage  received  from  their  fire  was  the  loss  of  two  horses 
in  Company  I.  Thirteen  Indians  were'  known  to  have  been 
killed,  and  a  number  of  others  were  seen  to  fall,  many  of  them 
being  placed  on  ponies  and  carried  away  by  their  comrades. 
Both  officers  and  men  behaved  well  during  the  entire  engage- 
ment. 

41-Pt.  1-15S.  S.        POLLOCK,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Connnanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  John  II.  Pell, 

Asst.  Adjt.-Gen.,  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition. 

No.  4. 

Report  of  Lieut.-Col.  John  Pattee.  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Ildqrs.  Third  Battalion.  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry, 
Xorthwestern  Indian  Expedition, 
Camp  Xo.  3G,  August  2,  1864. 
Captain:    I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  28th  of 
July,  1S(U,  the  conniiand  broke  camp  on  a  branch  of  Knife 
Kiver  at  aji  early  hour  and  marched  in  a  northwestern  direc- 
tion.   My  })attalion  was  marching  in  rear  of  the  left  column 
of  the  Firs-t   Brigade.     At  about   10  a.   m.-  information  was 
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brought  in  by  the  guides  that  a  large  body  of  Indians  had 
been  discovered  a  few  miles  directly  in  our  front.  I  was 
ordered  to  move  my  men  to  the  head  of  the  left  column.  After 
marching  a  short  distance  the  Indians  appeared  in  large  num- 
bers in  front,  and  I  was  ordered  to  dismount  my  men  and. 
deploy  them  in  front  as  skirmishers.  Isly  formation  was  in  the 
center,  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  l)eing  on  my  right  and  the 
Eighth  ^Minnesota  on  the  left.  As  soon  as  the  formation  was 
completed  the  whole  line  eonnnenced  advancing,  and  after 
marching  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  miles  a  still  larger  num- 
ber of  Indians  could  be  seen  maneuvering  on  the  base  of  a 
large  and  abrupt  range  of  wooded  hills  a  few  miles  in  front. 
They  soon  advanced  to  meet  our  line,  which  coiitinued  steadily 
to  advance,  and  a  scattering  fire  was  commenced,  the  first 
volley  being  fired  by  an  Indian  who  appeared  in  front 
brandishing  a  war  club  and  apparently  directing  the  niove^ 
ments  of  the  others,  this  being  the  opening  fire  of  the  fight. 
The  fire  then  became  general  and  continued  Avith  intervals 
aiong  our  whole  line.  Althonn.}]  i>iy  ii,en  had  never  before  bc^n 
under  fire,  they  continued  to  advance  steadily  and  deliberately 
and  met  and  repealed  the  charges  made  by  the  Indians  from 
time  to  time  with  great  firmness  and  composure. 

The  advance  continued  in  this  way  about  one  hour  when 
Ihe  Eightli  ]MinTiesota,  i)euig  severely  pressed,  fell  back,  leaving 
my  left  entirely  unsupi^orted  and  a  large  break  in  the  line. 
This  I  attempted  to  oliviate  for  some  time  by  extending  my 
intervals  and  allowing  my  left  to  bend  sliglitly  to  tlie  rear, 
until  a  battery  and  its  supports  taking  up  their  position  on 
cur  left,  I  rt  formed  my  line  and  continued  to  advance.  At  this 
time  a  battery  with  its  support  took  uj)  its  pos.ition  on  our  left 
and  a  force  of  cavahy  on  the  right,  and  advancing  ni  front 
of  our  line  drove  the  Indians  out  of  our  reach,  wheii'  we 
ceased  firing  and  followed  in  rear  of  the  cavalry  to  the  foot 
of  the  blulTs.  v 

The  Avhole  fight  lasted  about  six  hours,  during  which  time 
the  Indians  were  driven  a  distance  of  about  ten  miles. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  because  of  the  nature  of  the 
ground  and.  the  Indian  way  of  fighting  much  of  our  fire  was 
wasted.  The  ground  over  which  we  advajiced  was  very  uneven, 
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and  the  Indians  would  gatlier  l)e]iind  knolls  and  in  ravines  on 
our  front  and  fire  upon  us  and  scatter  away  on  their  swift- 
footed  ponies. 

Too  nuieli  praise  cannot  be  given  to  officers  and  men  of 
my  command  for  the  calm  bearing'  and  good  judgment  evinced 
upon  all  occasions  and  under  all  circumstances. 

Viy  troops  took  no  part  in  the  action  of  the  29th.  As  to 
casualties  1  am  happy  to  stale  Unit  I  lost  no  men,  either  in 
killed  or  wounded. 

41-Pt.  1-160.  JOIIX  PATTHE.  Lieut-Col.  Seventh. 

Iowa  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Capt.  John  IT.  Pell 

Assistant  Adjutant-Genei-al. 

 «  

No.  5. 

Reports  of  Major  Alfred  B.  Brackett.   Br':'.ckett's  Minnesota 

Battalion  Cavalry. 

Hihp's.  Brat'kett's  ^linnesota  l^attalion. 
Xoi-thwestern   Indian  Expedition, 
Camp  Xo.  31),  xVugust  1,  lS(i4. 

Captain:  I  have  th<  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  part  I  took  with  my  command  in  the  action  with  hostile 
Indians  on  Jidy  2S,  1801 : 

1  was  first  ordered  to  move  in  colunin  on  the  riglit,  which 
I  did.  Sn.l>se(pi('ntly  1  ]-<'rt'iv.'d  oi'ders  to  .support  the  line  of 
skirmishers  in  advance,  which  I  did  by  bringing  Companies 
A  and  D  as  support.  I  movt  d  in  thnt  <U'der  some  three  miles 
when,  lindiuii-  the  en«Miiv  massing  in  considerable  force  and 
attacking  my  riiilit.  I  engaged  them  with  Company  B.  dis- 
mounted, at  the  same  time  asking  and  receiving  of  you  per- 
mission to  (.diarge  them  with  the  saber.  I  immediately  gave  the 
order  to  Ca])t.  E.  V.  Shc'dcy.  of  Company  C.  to  chai'ge  theiu 
v.'ith  his  com[)any.  whV-h  order  he  executed  and  foliowtd  up  in 
a  manner  hi'_diiy  ei-editable  to  himself  and  those  under  him. 
The  charge  resnlted  in  the  killiiiLT  of  thirteen  Indians  found  on 
the  field  and  entirely  routing  the  balanee.  Finding  the  enemy 
formiim-  in  larire  iuunl)ers  on  my  b^ft  and  front  T  rallied  my 
whole  command  aiul  found  it  necessary  to  dismount  them,  as 
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1  was  being  severely  aunoyed  from  ravines  and  thickets 
impracticable  for  horses.  After  severe  skirmishing,  drove  the 
enemy  to  the  base  of  a  high  hill,  where  I  met  with  a  strong 
opposition,  they  being  in  strong  force  on  its  summit.  1  finally 
succeeded  in  taking  possession  of  the  hill,  which  !  held,  driving 
the  enemy  far  beyond.  The  nature  of  the  ground  in  front 
rendering  it  impracticable  to  pursue  farther  at  that  time,  I 
rejoined  your  command  with  my  battalion. 

In  the  charge,  Sergt.  George  W.  Northrup  of  Company  C 
fell,  after  receiving  eight  or  ten  wounds,  one  of  which  pierced 
him  through  the  heart.  Horatio  N.  Austin  of  Company  D  was 
also  killed  while  skirmishing.  My  loss  during  the  day  was 
two  killed  and  eight  woumled.  I  also  lost  twenty-two  horse;^, 
punishing  the  enemy  by  killhig  27  found  dead  on  the  field  after- 
ward, besides  ciuite  a  num])er  that  were  seen  to  have  been 
carried  otX  by  them. 

I  take  pleasure,  general,  in  saying  ' that  my  officers  ancl 
men  displayed  an  amount  of  courage,  coolness  and  skill  worthy 
of  veterai)s  that  they  are. 

41-Pt.  1-161.  A.  B.  RRACKETT,  .Alajor, 

Commanding  Bcittalion. 

Capt.  John  H.  Pell, 
Assistant  Adjutaut-GLnieral. 


•  lldqrs.  Brackett's  ^Minnesota  Battalion, 

Northwestern  Indian  Expedition, 
Camp  No.  46,  Auy:ust  13,  1864. 
Captain:    1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  operations  of  my  connnand  on  the  81h  and  9tii  of  August 
instant: 

On  the  8th  instant  my  battalion,  in  the  usual  order  of 
march,  had  the  left  division  of  the  I'irst  Brigade.  Having 
received  orders  early  in  the  day  to  nuiintain  this  position  and 
cover  the  train,  I  ir.oyed  throughout  the  day  with  great  cau- 
^tion,  sending  out  small  parties  on  foot  -  as  flankers  Avhenever* 
the  nature  of  the  ground  required  such  precaution.  At  one 
time  the  enemy  seenied  to  be  massing  for  an  attack  upon  my 
rear  company,  but  a  few  volleys  from  the  dismounted  flankers 
caused  them   to  retreat.     No  casnalties  occurred  during  the 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


day.  On  the  9th  instant  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the 
front  with  Company  C  of  niy  battalion  and  one  section  of  the 
Prairie  battery,  under  command  of  Captain  Pope,  which  order 
I  carried  into  execution  at  once.  Dismounting  two  platoons 
and  deploying  them  as  skirmishers,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Neely,  I  ordered  Captain  Slielley  with  the  remainder  of 
the  company  to  support  the  battt-iy.  The  enemy  could  be  seen 
in  great  numbers  on  every  s-ide,  and  seemed  determined  to 
resist  our  progress,  but  the  excellent  practice  of  Captain 
Pope's  howitzers  dis[)ersed  tliem  with  loss  and  frustrated  every 
attempt  to  rally  for  an  attack.  A  running  fight  was  kept  up 
until  about  2  p.  m..  Avhen  the  Indiums  disappeared.  From  the 
nature  of  the  ground  and  the  distance  which  the  savages 
maintained,  I  am  unable  to  estimate  their  loss-,  which  must 
have  been  heavy.  Tiie  remaining  three  companies  of  my 
battalion  marched  in  the  usual  order  on  the  left  of  the  First 
Brigade,  under  command  of  Captain  Barton  of  Company  D. 
Early  in  the  day  they  were  much  annoyed  by  the  Indians,  and 
some  severe  skirmishing  ensued.'  One  man  of  Company  D 
becoming  separated  from  liis  command  had  his  horse  wounded 
by  a  bullet  but  escaped,  after  killing  or  severely  wounding 
two  Indians.  Xo  other  loss  was-  sustained. 
41-Pt.  1-161.       /       A.  B.  BRACKETT,.:^Iajor,  Commanding 

Braekett's  ^Minnesota  Battalion. 

Capt.  John  H.  Pell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

No.  6. 

Report  of  Capt.  Nelson  Miner.  First  Battalion  D-^kota  Cavalry. 

Northwestern  Indian  Expedition, 
Camp  Xo.  3G,  August  2,  1804. 
'Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  battle  of  the 
28th  of  July,  1864,  my  conunand  was  lield  in  reserve  for  a  time 
in  rear  of  the  ))attery  of  the  First  Brigade  until  a  space 
occurred  in  the  skirmishers  on  the  left  between  the  Eiuhth 
i\Iinnesota  Infantry  ami  tlie  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  when  I 
was'  sent  with  Company  A.  of  my  command,  to  occupy  said 
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space.  When,  after  driving  the  Indians  for  some  two  miles, 
a  large  quantity  of  Indians  appeared  on  the  hill  in  front  of  us, 
when  we  charged  up  the  hill  and  fired  several  volleys  at  short 
range  Avith  good  effect,  when  Captain  Pope  with  his  battery, 
Company  B,  of  my  command,  and  Company  M,  Sixth  Iowa 
Cavalry,  and  the  Nebraska  scouts,  came  promptly  to  my  sup- 
port, which  caused  the  Indians  to  retreat.  I  then,  with  Com- 
pany A,  Dakota  cavalry,  passed  to  the  left  of  a  hill,  w^hicb  was 
in  our  front,  when  the  battery,  with  Company  B  of  my  com- 
mand, went  to  the  riglit,  when  after  a  little  skirmishing  the 
Indians  went  up  the  mountains,  which  were  in  front  of  the 
command.  AVe  then  halted  and  soon  after  returned  and 
camped  with  the  rest  of  the  command  on  the  battlefield.  At 
an  early  hour  next  morning,  after  ascertaining  that  it  was 
impossible  to  follow  the  Indians  farther  with  any  prospect  of 
success,  I  went  to  the  Indian  camp  with  both  companies  of 
my  command,  in  accordance  with  orders,  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  the  property  of  said  Indians,  and  although  several 
other  companies  were  at  work  destroying  the  property  of  the 
Indians,  my  two  companies  destroyed  some  700  skin  lodges,  a 
large  qiiancity  of  Init't'alo  robes,  camp  equipage,  and  provisions. 

The  casualties  iji  my  command  was  only  one  soldier,  of 
Company  A,  slightly  wounded.    In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to 
state  that  in  my  opinion  great  wisdom  was  displayed  in  the 
conducting  of  said  battle  b}'  our  most  Avorthy  general. 
4J-Pt.  1-162.  XELSOX  .AlIXEK,  Captain,  Commanding 

Dakota  Cavalry. 

Brig.-Gen.  Alfred  Sully, 
.  Commanding  Exited ition. 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Capt.   Christian  Stufft,   Independent  Company  of 
V     Indian  Scouts. 

*  Ildqrs.  IndejH'ndcnt  Company  of  Indian  Scouts, 

August  2,  1864. 
According  to  tlu-  circular  i-equesting  commanders  of  regi- 
ments, battalions  and  'jompanies  to  hand  in  an  official  report 
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of  their  positions  in  action  on  28th  and  29th  of  July,  1864,  I 
give  the  following  sttitenu'iits : 

The  position  awarded  nie  when  the  line  of  battle  was  lirst 
formed  was  in  rear  of  Captain  Pope's  battery  of  artillery  to 
support  the  battery,  which  position  1  held  until  after  passing 
around  the  high  butte  on  the  left,  where  the  Indians  had 
made  a  strong  stand,  driving  them  from  the  butte  down  toward 
their  camp  on  double-quick,  frequently  halted  by  Captain 
Pope  while  he  would  send  them  a  few  shells.  When  arriving 
near  the  foot  of  the  hill  Captain  Pope  ordered  me  to  go  ahead 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  so  that  he  shonld  not  be  surprised 
by  parties  secreted  in  ravines.  When  arriving  near  a  point 
of  timber  before  us  a  bold  party  of  warriors  came  dashing 
at  US;  the  captain  ordered  me  to  halt,  which  order  was  oljeyed. 
The  captain  sent  them  a  few  shells,  scattering  them  in  ever^- 
direction;  the  captain  then  desired  to  get  a  position  on  a  point 
some  distance  to  the  left,  where  he  intended  to  shell  the 
timber;  my  position  was  then  on  the  right;  gained  the  point 
without  any  difficulty;  only  few  Indians  made  their  appear- 
ance, whom  we  drove  back  by  few  rouurls  with  carbines.  The 
captain  then  shelled  the  timber  short  time;  he  then  desired  to 
gain  another  point  still  farther  to  the  left;  he  then  ordered  me 
to  march  my  company  by  file  near  the  timber  on  the  right; 
when  we  reached  the  point,  as  I  was  getting  my  company  into 
line,  and  the  captain  })lanting  his  pieces,  the  Indians-  fired  on  us, 
killing  one  of  my  horses  and  wounding  another.  I  immediately 
ordered  the  men  to  dismount,  every  fourth  man  holding  horses, 
and  made  a  charge  on  the  enemy,  firing  into  the  dense  thicket, 
killing  two  Indians  and  wounding  one.  which  my  Winnebago 
boys  afterward  killed,  scalped  aiul  i)eh=^aded.  I  then  returned 
to  the  battery,  marched  some  distance  to  the  ""eft,  where  we 
remained  until  ordered  into  camp.  ]My  officers  and  men 
behaved  bravely;  on  the  29th  marched  with  headquartei'^  First 
iJrigade,  having  no  action. 

41-Pt.  1-163.  t.  STUFFT,  Capt.,  Comdg.  Independent  ■ 

*  Company  of  Indian  Scouts. 

Adjutant-General,  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition. 
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No.  8. 

Reports  of  Captain  Nathaniel  Pope,  Prairie  Battery. 

Headquarters  Prairie  Battery, 
Camp  on  Heart  Kiver,  Aug:ust  1,  ]864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  that,  in  the  hite  fight 
with  Indians  at  Tahkahokuty,  on  Thursday,  July  28,  I  was 
ordered  to  take  position  with  my  batter}-  in  advance  and  fifty 
yards'  in  rear  of  tlie  line  of  skirmishers  in  front,  witli  orders 
to  fire  when  I  got  within  range.  I  advanced  slowly  to  within 
about  900  yards  of  tlie  Indians,  when  I  ran  one  piece  forward 
in  front  of  the  skirmish  line  and  tired  three  rounds  of  spherical 
case-shot,  killing  five  or  six  and  wounding  several  Indians.  I 
was  then  ordered  to  move  to  the  left,  with  instructions  to  head 
them  off  and  drive  them  toward  the  right.  I  advanced  at  a 
full  run,  supported  by  four  companies  of  cavahw,  sending  one 
section  of  the  battery  and  two  companies  of  cavalry  on  each 
side  of  the  high  butte  to  the  left  of  our  line  of  battle,  wheeling 
and  firing  as  often  as  I  got  within  range.  The  line  of  skir^ 
mishers  was  a.  mile  in  rear  of  the  battery.  We  succeeded  in 
clearing  the  knolls  on  the  left  and  driving  the  Indians  into 
the  ravines  under  the  mountains.  I  shelled  them  out  of  there 
i.nd  forced  them  into  the  hills,  where  it  was  impossible  to 
follow  them  with  cither  artillery  or  cavalry.  We  moved  again 
to  the  left,  ]u)ping  to  find  an  opening  to  get  the  battery  on 
top  of  the  hills,  i)ut  unfortiinntoly  did  not  succeed  in  finding  a 
road. 

It  is  impossilde  to  say  how  many  Indians  were  killed  in 
this  movement,  as  the  dead  were  carried  off  as  soon  as  they 
fell:  but  from  what  I  saw  and  from  information  since  received. 
I  think  the  numlier  will  not  fall  below  30  killed  and  wounded: 
my  loss  was  nothing.  ^ 

'  Great  praise  is  due  the  detaih^d  laen  on  duty  with  '  the 
Prairie  battery  for  their  coolness  and  proinpt  obedience  of 
orders;  and  it  may  not  be  im[)roper  hei-e  to  menti(m  Cai)tains 
^Miner's  and  Tri[)p's  coin[)anies  of  Dakota  Cavalry,  Capt.  Will- 
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i<jms'  company  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  the  Xel)i'aska 
scouts,  who  o-ave  us  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  and  were 
very  efficient. 

41-Pt.  1-164.  NATH.  VOVE.  Captain,  Cominanding 

Prairie  Battery. 

Capt.  John  IT.  Pell, 

Assistant  Adjutrint-General. 


Headquarters  Prairie  Battery, 

Camp  Xo.  4G,  Yellowstone  River,  August  13,  1864. 
Captain:  I  have  the  hon(n"  to  report  that  on  the  morning 
of  the  Sth  instant,  after  crossing  the  Little  ^lissouri  River, 
when  the  advance  became  engaged  witli  the  Indians,  I  was 
ordered  to  post  two  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  rear,  one  of  each 
flank,  to  protect  the  wagon  ti'ain  and  hold  one  section  in 
reserve.  I  took  possession  of  the  kiu)]ls  on  each  flank  as  the 
column  advanced,  holding  them  until  the  rear  came  up.  The 
Indians  appeared  in  force  in  the  rear,  but  did  not  come  within 
range  of  my  guns.  Toward  evening  they  showed  themselves 
about  200  strong  on  the  riglit  flank.  I  nuisked  two  pieces 
behind  a  knoll  and  waited  until  the  rear  guard  closed  up.  The 
Indians  discovered  the  ti-ick,  however,  'and  I  did  not  get  but 
two  shots  at  long  range,  doing  no  damage.  When  camp  was 
made  I  was  posted  on  a  ridge  to  the  left  of  lieadquarters  with 
one  piece  on  a  high  knoll  conimandino-  the  ravines  on  the  left. 
On  the  moniing  of  the  0th  instant  1  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Captain  Jones  of  the  Third  ^Minnesota  Battery  with  one  sec- 
tion, and  to  send  (,jie  s(:cti()n  to  the  rear  to  rep(u-t  to  Lieutenant 

 ,  of  Chaplain  .tones'  battery.     The   Indians-  mad-.' 

theii'  appearance  in  foi-ee  on  all  sides,  and  about  10  a.  m.  I 
was  ordered  to  report  to  .Major  Brackett.  of  BracketLs  bat- 
talion,, who  was  in  advance  on  the  left.  AVc  discovered-  tho 
Indians  massing  bchi^id  some  large  buttes  on  the  left,  evidently 
preparing  to  make  a  charge.  AVe  moved  forward  at  a  double- 
quick,  shelling  them  out  of  (lu  ravines  and  driving  them  from 
their  position,  wlien  they  swung  rapidly  round  to  the  IVont. 
We  advanced  sloAvly.  tiring' as  often  as. we  eame  ^vithin  ranir<\ 
Iceeping  ahead  of  the  line  of  skirmishers  niiti!  abont  4  {>.  m. 
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The  Indians  having  disappeared  we  were  ordered  to  take  posi- 
tion in  the  column.  I  fired  nothing  but  shrapnel  shot  at  very 
long  range,  and  as  the  Indians  always  carried  oft"  their  killed 
and  wounded  as  soon  as  they  fell,  I  cannot  say  how  many  were 
killed  in  this  movement. 

41-Pt.  1-164.  NATH.  POPE,  Captain, 

Commanding  Prairie  Battery. 
Capt.  John  IT.  Pell,  A^istant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  9 

Report  of  Col.  Minor  T.  Thomas,  Eighth  Minnesot?-  Infantry, 
Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  2d  Brig.,  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition. 

Camp  No.  36,  August  1,  1864. 
Captain:    I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow^ing  report 
in  relation  to  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the  28th 
and  29th  of  July  last : 

At  11  a.  m.  I  received  notice  that  the  Indian  camp  was 
found,  and  my  brigade  wjis  ordered  from  the  rear  to  the  left  of 
the  First  Brigade,  and  also  to  direct  Captain  Jones,  Third 
Minnesota  Battery,  to  report  to  the  brigadier-general  command- 
ing, which  was  promptly  done,  and  advanced  the  command  in 
column.  Company  K,  Eighth  ^Minnesota  Volunteers,  having  the 
advance  as  skirmishers*.  After  advancing  about  two  miles,  six 
companies  of  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteers,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Rogers  commanding,  were  dismounted  and  deployed 
to  the  front,  on  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade,  at  three  paces 
intervals.  The  Second  ^^linntsota  cavalry  were  held  in  reserve, 
marching  in  column  of  siiuadrons,  at  half  distance,  100  paces  in 
the  rear  of  the  line  on  the  left.  After  advancing  about  one 
mile  a  light  fire  was  commenced  on  the  enemy,  who  began,  to 
appear  in  large  numbers  in  front,  and  rapidly  pas-sed  to  the 
left  flank  and  rear.  Tlie  left  of  the  Eiglith  ^Minnesota  was 
thpown  slightly  to  the  rear,  and  two  companies  of  the  Second 
^Minnesota  Cavalry  dismounted  ;ind  (le{)1oyed  still  farther  to 
the  left  in  that  direction.  At  this  time  large  niunbers  of  In- 
dians were  passing  in  that  direction,  and  attacked  the  rear 
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guard  of  the  main  train,  which  Avas  promptly  repulsed  by  the 
guard,  which  consisted  of  Companies  B  and  D,  Eighth  Minne- 
sota Vohmteers,  and  Company  B,  Second  ^Minnesota  Cavalry, 
and  a  shell  from  Lieutenant  AVhipple's  6-pounder.  At  this  time 
Colonel  ^IcLaren.  with  two  more  companies  of  his  regiment, 
were  sent  to  the  front  immediately  on  the  left  of  the  Eighth 
Kegiment,  when  they  were  dismounted  and  took  possession  of  a 
range  of  sharp  hills,  wliich  was  rapidly  done  by  a  sharp  skir- 
mish. At  this  point  the  left  of  the  whole  line  was  halted  and 
the  right  thrown  forward.  After  a  few  minutes  the  whole  line 
iidvaneed  in  the  same  direction,  the  whole  brigade  moving  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  much  of  the  time  on  the  run  over  broken 
ground,  the  tiring  being  kepi  up  briskly  and  with  good  effect. 
After  advancing  about  two  miles  the  miserable  enemy  rapidly 
retired.  The  Secoiul  Cavalry  was  mounted  and  pushed  rapidly 
forward,  and  the  Eighth  Kegiment  closed  to  the  right  by  com- 
panies, and  the  whole  line  closed  on  the  enemy's  abandoned 
camp,  which  was  a  splendid  position  for  defense.  After  arriv- 
ing in  the  camp  four  companies  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  were 
sent  forward  to  escort  Ca]>tain  Jones'  battery  to  the  front  for 
the  purpose  of  shelling  a  ravine  containing  water.  These  com- 
panies, under  Major  Camp,  being  deployed,  advanced  through 
the  ravine  and  ascended  the  steep  hills  rapielly,  and  in  a  lively 
skirmish,  drove  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  from  the  sight  of 
camp.  At  dusk  the  command  was  withdrawn  a  short  distance 
to  the  left  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  At  an  early  hour  in 
the  morning  of  the  tlie  brigade  took  the  advance  to  the 

left,  searching  for  a  pass:ige  after  the  Indians  over  the  inunense 
hill.  After  advancing  five  or  six  miles  the  attempt  was  aban- 
doned, as  the  grouiul  was  so  broken  that  it  was  impossible  to 
l)roceed.  The  command  then  countermarched  and  returned  to 
the  Indian  camp,  where  Colonel  ]\lcLaren,  with  four  companies 
of  his  regiment,  three  c(nni>anies'  of  the  Eighth  I\Iinnesota  Vol- 
unteers, and  a  large  portion  of  the  Fii'St  Brigade,  worked  Avith 
a  will  for  six  hours,  destroying  the  abandoned  property  of  the 
hidian.s,  whieh  was  a  very  la  rue  proportion  of  all  the  property 
belonging  to  the  camp  of  l.()00  lodges.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
the  return  m;ircli  was  rt^sunied,  and  we  again  encamped  on  the 
battle-ground.    At  dusk  two  of  the  pickets,  members  of  Com- 
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pany  D,  Second'  lliniiesota  Cavalry,  were  surprised  and  killed 
by  a  small  party  of  Indians,  whieh  is  the  only  casnalty  of  conse- 
quence which  occurred  in  the  command  during  the  engage- 
ment. 

The  complete  success  of  our  force  was  owing  to  the  self- 
possession  and  bravery  of  both  officers  and  men,  the  superiority 
of  their  arms,  their  skill  in  handling  them,  and  the  ready  and 
cheerful  obedience  to  all  orders. 

It  is  useless  to  mention  individuals  when  the  whole  com- 
mand did  their  duty  so  well.  I  take  pleasure  in  recommending 
them  to  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the  expedition  as 
good  and  faithful  soldiers. 

41-Pt.  1-165.  T.  THOMAS,  Colonel  Eighth  :\Iinnesota  Vols., 

Comdg.  Second  Brigade. 
Capt.  J.  II.  PELL.  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdcirs.  2d.  Brig.,  Xorthwestern  Indian  Expedition, 
Camp  Xo.  49.  August  13,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  hoiior  to  nud^e  the  following  report 
(»f  the  part  taken  by  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  l)attles  of  the 
8th  and  9th  instant  with  the  Sioux : 

The  brigade  being  in  advance,  the'  guard,  consisting  of 
Company  D,  Eighth  ]^Iinnesota  Infantry,  and  Company  II,  Sec- 
ond ^rinnesota  Cavalry,  and  Coinpany  C.  Second  :\linnesota 
Cavalry,  as  flankers,  were  placed  under  connnand  of  ^Major 
Kose,  Second  :\linnesota  Cavalry,  who  was  ordered  to  advance 
cantiously  up  through  the  dry  bed  of  a  creek  from  the  Little 
jlissouri  Kiver,  where  the  road  had  been  constructed  the  day 
previous.  The  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteers  were  directed  to 
follow  the  advance  guard,  placino-  four  companies  on  each 
flank  moving  by  the  flank  to  the  front,  the  remaining  four  com- 
panies of  the  Second  :\rinnesota  Cavalry  to  follow  the  Eighth 
L'egiment.  One  half  of  the  guard  and  other  troops  were  dis- 
moTinted  and  thrown  forward  and  out  on  the  tiaidvs.  The  Third 
:^.linnesota  Battery  leading  the  train,  advanced  up  the  ravine 
about  .^00  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  advance  unard.  After  a.b" 
vancing  al>out   tliree  miles  the  scouts   were   suddenly  driven 
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back  upon  the  guard,  and  the  front  and  Hanks  were  attacked  by 
large  bodies  of  Indians  charging  upon  the  line.  The  steadiness 
of  the  troops  drove  tliein  back,  and  the  section  of  6-pounders 
of  the  Third  Minnesota  Battery  being  brought  to  the  front 
soon  cleared  the  ground  for  another  advance.  The  section 
of  howitzers-  were  placed  on  the  flanks  to  protect  the  train  while 
it  was  being  parked.  The  train  having  all  closed  up,  the  ad- 
vance was  again  commenced  and  the  Indians  driven  rapidly 
back.  After  advancing  about  three  miles  the  train  was  again 
parked,  and  the  command  waited  for  the  First  Brigade  and  the 
]daho  train  to  close  up.  Our  next  advance  was  unmolested  for 
three  or  four  miles,  when  the  train  was  halted  and  watered  at 
a  small  pond,  which  afterward  was  used  for  the  whol(?  com- 
mand to  encamp  for  the  night.  About  2  p.  m.  (the  fight  hav- 
ing connnenced  at  7  a.  jn.)  the  savages  again  appeared  in 
front,  and  the  troops  were  thrown  rapidly  forward  to  meet 
them,  a  portion  of  the  P^iglith  Regiment  on  the  right,  the  6- 
pounders  in  the  center  to  support  the  advance  guard,  and  por- 
tions- of  the  Second  Cavalry  and  Kiglith  Kegiment  on  the  left, 
the  howitzer  section  and  two  or  {liree  companies  protecti?ig  the 
train. 

The  troops  continued  to  advance  for  three  or  four  miles, 
having  many  lively  skirmislies,  and  t\'ere  withdrawn  at  dusk, 
having  inflicted  a  loss  on  the  enemy  of  at  least  150  warriors  and 
many  horses,  and  of  our  own  troops  but  8  soldiers  and  1  guide 
were  injured.  The  courage  and  steadiness  of  our  men  and  tlie 
range  of  their  arms'  were  too  much  for  the  splendid  horseman- 
ship and  wily  dashes  of  their  cowardly  opposers.  The  troops 
were  bivouacked  on  their  amis  a  hiuidred  paces  outside  of  the 
camp  after  a  thirteen  hour's  fight. 

The  action  on  the  9th  consisted  in  rep(dling  an  attack  on 
the  rear,  which  lasted  for  about  three  hours,  and  was  done 
in  a  handsome  and  spirited  manner,  the  rear  guard  being  sup- 
ported by  the  sec\ion  of  howitzers,  with  no  damage  to  our 
s-ide,  i)ut  a  considerable  loss  to  'tlie  enemy. 

During  the  engagements  the  officers  and  men  of  the  whole 
command  behaved  splendidly,  their  only  anxiety  btung  to  get 
nearer  to  the  savages,  who  outnumbereel  them  at  least  three  to 
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one.    Soldiers  ^yho  have  acted  so  well  need  no  special  praise. 

Hoping  the  general  commanding  is  satisfied  with  the  oper- 
ations of  the  command,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,     *    *  * 
41-Pt.  1-167. 

M.  T.  THOMAS,  Colonel  Eighth  Minnesota  Vols., 
Comdg.  Second  Brigade. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Pell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters  ]\linnesota  Brigade, 

Xorthwestorii  Indian  Expedition, 

Camp  No.  89,  Fort  Ridgely.  .Minn..  October  9.  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report 
of  the  operation  of  the  :Minnesota  or  Second  Brigade  of  the 
Noi'thwestern  Indian  Expedition,  ordered  from  this  district  to 
join  Brigadier-General  Sully  on  the  ^Missouri  River: 

The  force,  consisting  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  ^Minnesota 
Volunteer  Infantry,  mounted,  six  companies  of  the  Second  Min- 
nesota Cavalry  Volunteers,  one  section  of  6-pounder  smooth 
bore  guns  and  one  section  Of  12-pound  mountain  howitzers,  all 
brass  pieces,  a  corps  of  forty-live  scouts,  with  a  train  of  ninety- 
three'  six-mule  teams  and  twelve  ambulances,  was  rendezvoused 
at  this  camp  on  the  1st  of  June,  1864,  and  took  up  the  line  of 
march  on  the  6th  of  June,  witli  thirty  days*  rations,  via  the 
Minnesota  and  Inkpah  Rivers  and  Captain  Sully's  trail,  to  Goose 
Kest  Lake  on  the  ^Minnesota  Coteau;  from  thence  to  the  James 
River  below  the  mouth  of  Ehn  River:  from  thence  to  the  head 
waters  of  said  river,  at  the  foot  of  the  ■:\Ussouri  Coteau ;  across 
it  to  the  Bois  Cache  Crt.Mdc  and  down  to  Swan  Lake  Creek, 
which  we  struck  at  a  point  seven  miles  from  the  ^lissouri 
River,  and  joined  General  Sully's  command  on  the  30th  of 
June,  having  marched  332  miles. 

,  July  4,  marched  for  Lone  Lake  River:  arrived  on  tli-e  8th; 
ninety-nine  miles.  Opposite  this  poirit  General  Sully  located 
Fort  Rice.  The  whole  command  crossed  the  river  on  steam- 
boats and  prepared  for  a  campaign  against  the  Indians,  Avhich 
consumed  eleven  days.  Leaving  Fort  ]\i<'e  on  the  lOtli  of  July, 
marching  up  the  Cannon  Ball  l^iver  for  five  days,  nearly  a  west 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  383 

course,,  thence  6ne  day's  march  north  to  Heart  River,  110  miles. 
At  this  point  the  main  train,  with  125  Idaho  emigrant  wagons 
that  had  followed  us  from  :\Iinnesota,  were  corralled,  and,  tak-' 
ing  six  days'  rations  in  light  wagons,  started  noi"lh  in  search  of 
the  Indian  camp,  reported  to  be.  on  Knife  River.  On  the  third 
<lay  after  crossing  Knife  River  we  arrived  in  sight  of  the 
enemy's  camp,  located  on  a  plateau,  or  succession  of  rough  land, 
with  great  rugged  buttes  overhanging  it.  The  position  for  de- 
fense and  safety  could  not  have  been  better,  being  protected  in 
front  by  almost  impassable  wooded  ravines,  and  in  rear,  as 
soon  as  the  hills  were  ascended  through  narrow  chasms,  they 
Avere  safe  from  pursuit,  except  from  viisniounted  men  or  the 
equally  active  Indian  ponies  belonging  to  the  enemy.  For 
particulars  of  tlie  engagement  please  refer  to  my  official  report 
to  Brigadier-General  Sully,  of  the  date  of  July  28  and  29.  Re- 
turned to  Heart  River  -Inly  'M\  having  marched  in  six  days  172 
miles,  and  fought  the  battle  of  Tahkahokuty. 

Starting  from  this  point  August  3,  we  reached  the  Little 
Missouri  River  August  7.  <'iL:iity-three  miles  and  a  half.  At  this 
point  the  Indians  again  made  their  appearance,  and  made  some 
slight  offensive  demonstrati<uis.  which  were  easily  cpiieted.  The 
country  for  sixteen  miles  helnrc  reaching  the  river  had  been 
of  the  most  terrible  and  indescribable  character,  and  continued 
so  for  twenty  miles  beyond. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Sth  of  A\igust.  in  making  an  egress  ^ 
from  the  river  bottom,  the  battle  of  the  kittle  Missouri,  or  "The 
hills  that  look  at  each  other,"  commenced  and  was  fought  dur- 
ing that  and  the  succeeding  day.  ( .V  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  brigade  during  the  battles  of  that  date  inclosed.) 

From  the  best  information  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the 
Indians  that  were  hrst  encountered  at  Tahkahokuty  had  been 
largely  re-enforced  i)y  other  bands  aUvl  returned  war  parties, 
and  certainly  felt  confident,  with  the  advantages  of  position 
(wdiich  could  not  have  been  better  chosen  by  an  enemy),  of  an 
easy  victory.  It  certainly  was  the  largest  body  of  Indians  ever 
assembled  on  the  Anuu'ican  continent  to  fight  a  battle.  The 
Minnesota  brigade^  having'  the  advance  in  the  battle  of  the  Sth 
instant,  had  the  ho!!or  nf  encountering  this  inimense  horde,  and 
iighting  nearly   all   of  them   through  the  day.   whipping  and 
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drivino-  them  about  twelve  miles.  Commencing  at  7  a.  m.  the 
li-ht  was  continued  until  dark  of  a  long  summer  day.  without 
water  and  the  thermometer  at  110  degrees  in  the  shade.  Over 
buttes,  through  ravines,  rocks,  and  stones,  the  wild  yells  and 
rapid  dashes  of  the  savages,  the  troops  pressed  forward  with  a 
courage  and  untiring  energy  that  rapidly  overcame  all  ob- 
stacles, and  night  closed  the  wild  wake,  and  the  men  laid  down 
on  their  arms  in  line  of  battle,  eager  for  the  morning  s  light, 
to  again  commence  the  work  of  death. 

Hundreds  of  the  savages  lay  along  the  hill-side  and  ravines 
Our  loss  was  but  7  wounded,  and  a  few  horses.  The  Indian 
shoto-uns  and  bows  and  arrows  were  no  match  for  the  accurate 
aim ''and  long  ranue  of  our  riHes  and  carbines,  and  when  the 
artiller>^  sent  shell  into  their  assemblies,  on  the  hills  and  into 
their  retreats  in  ravines,  the  cowardly  rascals  soon  learned 
that  they  were  no  match  for  soldiers  that  had  come  1,000  miles 
to  fight  them. 

Durino-  the  9th  instant  they  entirely  disappeared,  and  our 
uiarch  was  continued  to  the  Yellowstone  River,  over  a  eountry 
almost  devoid  of  water  or  grass,  and  two-third,  rations  for  the 
men,  a  distance  of  104  miles. 

Two  small  steam-boats  met  us  at  this  point  with  rations 
for  the  men,  and  one  ration  of  corn  for  the  animals,  and  trans- 
ported our  baggage  across  the  river,  the  trains  and  horses 
lording  through  water  running  very  rapid  and  so  deep  tliat 
many  of  them  had  to  swim. 

From  the  14th  to  18th  of  August  was  consumed  in  marching 
to  the  Missouri,  thirtv-two  miles,  whicli  was  crossed  by  swim- 
mino-  the  animals,  and  on  the  21st  marched  for  Fort  Berthold, 
where  we  arrived  on  the  28th,  140  miles.  A  large  portion  of 
the  distance  tlie  grasshoppers  had  eaten  up  all  vegetation  ex- 
cept willows  and  the  very  coarsest  bottom  grass.  Marched 
from  Fort  Berthold,  August  30,  to  liaison  du  Chien,  hopmg  to 
find  the  Yanktonais  that  had  crossed  from  the  west  side  of  the 
^n-souri.  after  last  defeat,  and  also  the  Minnesota  bands. 
Being  unable  to  find  them,  turned  southward  and  reached  Fort 
Kice,  September  9,  having  marched  1(>3  miles. 

On  the  return  of  the  command  to  Fort  Kice.  wo  learm^d 
that  Captain  Fisk's  Idaho  expediti(m  was  surrounded  and  re- 
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quired  assistance  to  save  it  from  destruction.  By  order  of 
Brigadier-General  Sullv  I  detailed  200  men  of  the  Eighth  Min- 
nesota Volunteers,  dismounted,  and  100  of  the  Second  ^linne- 
sota  Cavalry,  mounted,  with  a  full  complement  of  officers,  as 
part  of  the  relieving  force,  and  having  been  relieved  from  duty 
with  the  Xorthwestern  Indian  Expedition  started  for  Fort 
AYadsworth,  Septendier  15;  marched  iiy  way  of  Long  Lake, 
ci'ossing  the  James  River  a  few  miles  below  the  Bone  Hills, 
and  reaching  the  fort  September  26;  distance  206  miles. 

Having  been  directed  to  relieve  the  battalion  of  the  Thir- 
tieth Wisconsin  Volunteer  InCantry  at  this  post,  ^lajor  Rose, 
with  Companies  B,  C,  D.  and  11,  Second  Alinnesota  Cavalry, 
was  detached  for  that  purpose. 

Major  Clownev's  battalion,  on  being  relieved,  joined  the 
command,  marching  on  the  29th  Septoud^er  and  reaching  this 
post  October  8.  four  months  and  three  days  after  our  departure. 
In  that  time  we  have  marched  1,625  miles. 

The  behavior  of  both  officers  and  men  has  been  all  that 
could  be  desired:  their  cheerful  obedience  to  all  orders,  prompt 
and  energetic  execution  of  duty,  their  patient  endurance  on 
long  and"  trying  marches,  and  their  bravery  and  irresistible 
fighting  qualities  have  not  only  endeared  them  to  the  hearts  of 
their  superior  officers,  but  stamped  them  as  true  and  disciplined 
soldiers. 

41-Pt.  1-168.     '         T.  TH0:^1AS,  Colonel,  Eighth  :\Iinnesota 

Voliuiteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  ^linnesota. 

No.  10. 

Report  of  Lieut.-Col.  Henry  C.  Rogers,  Eighth  Minnesota 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  Regiment  :^Iinnesota  Volunteers, 
Camp  Xo.  36,  August  1,  1864. 
Sir:    I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  28th  of  Jnly 
my  regiment  took  up  the  line  of  nmreh  at  4  a.  m.  and  after 
marching  about  seventeen  miles  arrived  in  sight  of  the  enemy's 
camp,  some   ten  miles  distant,  where  the  disposition  of  the 
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tattle  was  made,  my  reghiieiit  occupying  the  following  position: 
Company' B,  Captain  Pettit,  forming  a  part  of  the  rear  guard: 
Company  D/  Captain  McLarty,  \vii\\  his' company  deployed'  as 
bankers  on  the  right  flank  of  the  command,  which  position 
>vas  occupied  by  them  until  the  commencement  of  the  battle, 
V/hen  they  assembled  and  remained  in  the  rear  of  the  train  as 
'a  support  to  the  rear  guard.    Company  C  occupied  a  position  asf 
"support  to  Captain  Jones,  of  the   Third  ^Minnesota  Battery. 
Company  K  w^as  advanced  to  the  front  ,  and  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers, covering  the  front  of  the  Second  Brigade.    The  remain- 
ing companies  of  my  regiment,  consisting  of  Companies  A,  E, 
F,  G,  II  and  I,  were  placed  in  positi(m  on  the  right  flank  of  the 
Second   Brigade   and  parallel  to  the  First  Brigade.     In  this 
position  we  commenced  to  advance  toward  the  enemy's  camp. 
At  about  11  a.  m.,  and  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Colonel 
Thomas,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  I   dismounted  the  six 
companies  above  mentioned,  leaving  the  horses  in  charge  of 
every  fourth  man.  and  the  whole  of  the  troops  in  charge  of  tlie 
led  horses,  under  command  of  ^la.jor  Canip.  AYith  the  remainder 
of  the  six  companies,  consisting  of  a1)out  325  men,  I  advanced  to 
the  front  and  formed  a  line       battU^  on  tlie  right  of  the  Second 
Brigade.    I  was  tiien  oi-dered  to  deploy  my  regiment  to  the  left 
as  skirmishers,  three  paces  apart,  and  advance  upon  the  enemy, 
which  order  was  promptly  obeyed.    After  advancing  steadily 
for  three  miles  with  but  little  opposition,  the  enemy  falling 
back  as  we  advanced,  he  niade  a  threatening  movement  by  turn- 
ing my  left  flank  nearby  among  .the  blufl's.  and  passed  in  large 
numVsers  to  my  rear.    I  then, ordered  Lieutenant  Tibbetts,  Coia- 
pany  A,  with  twenty-five  men,  to  take  a  position  on  the  blutl's 
covering  our  left,  which  order  was  prom]>tly  obeytnl.  ])ut  he 
Vv'as  soon  after  relieved  i)y  order  of  Colonel  Thonuis,  and  again 
resumed  his  place  in  the  order  of  ])attle.    Fi'om  this  point  my 
command  continued  to  advance   steadily,   driving   the  enemy 
before  them,  until  within  a  short  distance  of  the  enemy's  camp, 
which  he  had  abandoned,  when  T  was  ordered  to  close  my  com- 
pany on  the  right  of  skirmishers,  and  remount  Tny  connnand, 
after  which  I  advanced  to  the  abandon-'^d  camp  of  tlie  enemy, 
where  we  arrived  about  6  p.  m.   of  that  day.     T  was  then 
oi'dered' to  .dismount  four  companies  and  tak'e  possession  of  tlie 
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liill  in  front,  to  cover  the'  advance  of  the  Third  Minneosta 
Battery.  .-Iu:::oijedience>  .toi  said-  order  L  dismounted  Companies 
E,  F,  II  and  I,  and  phiced  them  under  command  of  ]Major 
Camp,  with  orders  tu  advance  and  take  possession  of  the  bluPLs 
m  front,  which  order  was  promptly  obeyed.  The  report  of 
Major  Camp  is  herewith  submitted.  I  remained  with  the 
Temaining  companies  of  my  comnumd  in  possession  of  the  camp 
abandoned  by  the  enemy  until  tlic  return  of  ^lajor  Camp  at 
dusk,  when  I  marched  with  my  regiment  to  the  place  designated 
for  camp.  On  the  next  day  my  regiment  moved  with  the  com- 
mand and,  upon  return  to  camj).  I  was  ordered  to  detail  three 
companies  to  assist  in  destroyini!'  the  provisiojis.  stores  and 
camp"  equipage  abandoned  by  the  enemy  in  their  hasty  flight. 
In  obedience  to  said  order,  I  directed  Companies  B,  E  and  F, 
under  command  of  Captain  Pettit.  to  proceed  to  the  camp 
abandoned  by  the  enemy  and  assist  in  destroying  said  stores. 
After  this  had  been  accomi)lished  the  command  again  took  up 
the  line  of  march  and  went  in  camp  al)out  6  p.  m.,  my  regi- 
ment occupying  the  K^fl  of  the  Second  I^rigade.  At  about  dusk 
our  pickets  wert  fired  upon  hy  t!ie  eiMMiiy.  and  I  Avas  ordered  by 
Colonel  ThonuKs  to  tlirow  my  regiment  in  line  of  battle  around 
the  camp,  joinhig  with  the  Seeoiid  Cavalry  (.n  the  right  and  left, 
which  was  done  i)romptly.  AVe  remained  in  this  position  for 
nearly  two  hours,  when  we  were  relit ved  and  ordei'ed  to  retui'u 
to  camp,  (and)  the  men  instrueted  to  slc'p  on  their  arms. 

During  the  battle  of  tlie  "JSih  of  July  some  twenty-five  of 
the  enemy  were  seen  to  fall  in  front  oP  my  ret-iment.  but  they 
were  carried  away  hy  tlicir  frierds.  The  number  killed,  includ- 
ing those  reported  by  ^lajor  Camp,  eould  not  have  been  less 
than  twenty-five  or  thirty,  and"  a  much  larger  muuber  wounded. 
AYith  the  exception  of  one  horse  in  Cojiipany  K  wounded,  there 
y.'Qve  no  casualties  in  i!>y  i-euiment.  T  take  pleasure  in  bearing 
testimony  to  the  priuiiptne-s  with  whicli  every  order  was  obeyed 
by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  my  eomniMnd.  Where  a.ll  did 
their  duty  it  is  unnecessa i-y  to  particulai'ize. 
41-Pt.  1-170.  II.  C.  ROCKIES.  kieutenarit-Colonel.  Eightli 

^Minnesota.  Conniianding  Regiment. 
Lieut.   George  AV.  liutterheld, 
•  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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No.  11. 

Report  of  Maj.  George  A.  Cimp,  Eighth  Minnesota  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Eighth  :\liiineosta  YohinteersN 

Camp  No.  36,  August  1,  1864. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  28th  of  July 
last,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rogers,  I 
took  command  of  Companies  E,  I.  F  and  11  of  my  regiment  at 
6  p.  m.  at  the  camp  abandoned  by  the  enemy  and  advanced  to 
Ihe  front,  covering  Captain  Jones'  Third  Minnesota  Battery, 
rnd  deployed  them  to  the  right  as  skirmishers,  and  then 
advanced  up  the  side  of  the  IjUiH'  without  opposition  until  wo 
arrived  near  its  "top.  where  the  enemy  attempted  to  check  our 
advance  with  a  force  of  from  250  to  300  warriors.  But  the 
steady  advance  and  prompt  fire  of  my  men  soon  drove  them 
from  their  strong  position,  with  a  los-s  upon  their  part  of  some 
twelve  killed  and  a  large  number  wounded.  I  then  occupied 
the  bluft'  with  my  conimand  until  T  received  orders  from 
Brigadier-General  Sully  to  return  to  camp,  which  order  I 
obeyed,  reporting  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rogers  at  my  place  of 
advance  about  dusk. 

41-Pt.  1-172.  G.  A.  CAMP,  :\tajor,  Eighth  Minnesota 

Volunteers. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  N.  McLaren,  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry. 

Headcpiarters  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry, 

July  29,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  report  that,  in  accord* 
ance  with  Special  Orders  No.  62,  headquarters  Northwestern 
Indian  Expedition.  Camp  No.  34,  July  29,  1864,  I  proceeded  to 
the  Indian  camp  with  four  companies  of  Second  ^Minnesota 
Cavalry,  ]\lajor  Rice  conuimnding,  and  two  companies  of  Dakota 
cavalry,  Captain  :\Iiner  connnaiuling ;  four  com[)anies  of  the 
Sixth  Iowa  and  three  companies^  Eighth  ^Minnesota  Infantry, 
under  ]\lajor  Camp.  On  arriving  at  {he  camp  a  few  straggling 
Indians  were   seen  lurking  about  the  blutl's.     I  immediately 
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disnioUnted  and  deployed  Company  G,  Second  ]Minuesota  Cav- 
alry,  who  skirinished  through  the  timber  and  remained  in  a 
position  to  protect  the  working  parties.  I  commenced  by  dis- 
posing of  the  various  forces  so  as  to  destroy  with  the  least 
delay  the  vast  quantities  of  goods  left  in  the  timber  and  ravines 
adjacent  to  the  camp.  The  men  gathered  into  heaps  and  burned 
tons  of  dried  butl'alo  meat  packed  in  buti'alo  skin  cases,  fj^reat 
quantities  of  dried,  berries,  butralo  robes,  tanned  buffalo,  elk 
^nd  antelope  skins,  household  utensils,  such  as  brass  and  copper 
kettles,  mes-s  pans,  etc.,  riding  saddles,  dray  poles  for  ponies 
and  dogs. 

Findijig  that  one  day  was  too  short  a  time  to  make  the 
destruction  complete,  1  ordered  the  men  to  gatlun*  only  the  lodge 
poles  in  heaps  and  bum  them,  and  then  deployed  the  men  and 
fired  the  woods  in  every  direction;  the  destruction  was  thus 
complete,  and  everyAvhere  was  manifest  the  rapid  flight  of  the 
Indians,  leaving  everything,  even  their  dogs  and  colts  tied  to 
the  pickets.  In  skirmishing  the  tindjer  dead  Indians  were  found 
killed  by  exploding  shells.  After  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
camping-ground,  and  by  judging  from  the  amount  of  lodge 
poles  burnt.  I  should  judge  the  camp  to  have  numbered  1,400 
lodges.  I  would  report  that  after  the  work  of  destruction  com- 
menced the  Indians  cai-ried  a  white  flag  on  the  bluff  close  to 
the  camp.  As  I  could  not  interpret  the  meaning  at  this  par- 
ticular time,  I  did  not  feel  ealled  upon  to  report  the  fact  to  you 
until  I  had  accomplished  the  object  and  carried  out  Order 
No.  62. 

41-Pt.  1-172.  R.  :^r.  :McLAREX,  Colonel,  Second 

^linnesota  Cavalry. 

Capt.  John  IT.  Pell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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SEPTEMBER  11-30,  1864— EXPEDITION  FEOM  FORT  RICE, 
DAK.  TER.,  TO  RELIEVE  CAPT.  FISK'S  EMIGRANT  TRAIN. 


Report  of  Col.  Daniel  J.  Dill,  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Expedition  for  Kelief  of  Captain 
Pisk'is  Emigrant  Train  for  Idaho, 
Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter.,  October  4,  1864. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information 
of  the  general  commanding  that  in  pursuance  to  instructions 
from  headquarters  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition,  dated 
September  10,  1S64,  I  left  this  post  on  the  morning  of  the  11th 
of  September  with  a  command  of  850  men,  viz,  550  infantry  and 
300  cavaU'v,  and  one  section  of  artillery,  and  followed  the 
trail  of  the  Northv/estern  Indian  Expedition  for  five  days.  I 
then  bore  to  the  left,  going  a  very  little  south  of  west,  on  the 
trail  of  the  emigrants,  seeing  but  two  or  three  small  parties  of 
Indians  until  the  tenth  day  out  from  this  post,  when  we  reached 
the  corral  of  the  emigrant  train  after  marching  a  distance  of 
ISO  miles.  They  had  fortified  themselves,  and  were  in  a  condition 
to  resist  any  attack  made  by  the  Indians.  The  emigrants  slated 
that  the  Indians  had  left  some  days  previous  to  my  arrival  at 
the  corral,  evidently  satisfied  that  they  could  not  take  it,  .and 
that  no  Indians  had  been  seen  since  they  first  left.  I  think 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  Indians  moved  forward  into  the 
Bad  Lands  (which  were  quite  close  by),  thinking  perhaps  the 
train  would  commence  to  move  when  they  disappeared,  when 
they  undoubtedly  could  have  captured  the  whole  train,  as  they 
could  not  have  doubled  the  train  up  short  enough  to  have 
protected  it  with  the  force  they  liad.  Captain  Fisk  told  me 
lie  had  been  trying  to  get  the  emigrants  for  some  days  to  break 
the  corral  and  move  forward,  but  he  could  not  get  them  to  do 
it.  The  emigrants  told  me  they  never  intendtd  to  move  one  mile 
forward  without  a  strong  escort.  They  appeared  to  be  fully 
aware  of  the  danger  of  going  forward  into  the  Bad  Lands.  I 
think  Captain  Fisk  deserves  censure  at  least  for  trvino-  to'  uro-e 
the  emigrants  forward  under  the  circumstances,  and  knowing  as 
much  as  he  should  of  the  Indian  character.  I  informed  Captain 
Fisk  and  the  emigrants  that  1  had  come  to  relieve  theiii  and 
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escort  such  as  wished  to  ero  back  to  Port  Rice  to  that  point. 
Captain  Fisk  requested  nie  to  send  two  companies  of  cavalry 
to  escort  him  and  the  train  for  three  or  four  days,  which  he 
claimed  would  put  them  beyond  danger,  when,  as  he  stated  he 
could  go  through  without  an  escort.  I  of  course  refused  to 
g)"ant  any  such  request,  knowing  the  folly  and  madness  of  such, 
a  move  as  that. 

I  informed  the  emigrants  that  my  command  would  march 
at  9  o'clock  the  next  morning  for  Fort  Rice  on  its  return  and 
that  anyone  who  wished  the  protection  of  the  command  could 
have  it  by  being  ready  at  that  time.  Captain  Fisk  made  another 
and  last  effort  to  get  the  emii>'rants  to  go  forward  with  him  with- 
out an  escort,  calling  on  {hvm  to  divide  and  show  by  that  their 
decision  in  the  case:  at  the  same  time  faulting  them  for  what 
he  called  backing  out.  They  divided  and  about  twenty  decided 
to  go  on  with  Fisk,  the  rest  to  go  back  with  me,  saying  they 
vrould  never  go  forward  without  a  heavy  escort.  Fisk  declared 
his  ,  determination  to  go  on  with  the  twenty  men  and  even 
less,  but  after  sleeping  on  the  matter  and  finding  in  the  morning 
that  a  number  of  the  twenly  men  Inid  changed  their  minds  and 
were  going  back  with  n\y  coniniand,  he  concluded  to  return 
with  them.  I  left  the  corral  at  9  o'clock  on  the  21st  of 
September  and  with  the  whole  train  arriving  at  this  post  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  30th  without  meeting  with  any  Indians 
and  seeing  but  one  or  two  small  parties.  I  crossed  a  number 
of  trails  of  small  parties  and  one  of  a  large  party  apparently 
going  south  toward  the  Black  Hills.  I  also  saw  fresh  tracks; 
and  evidences  of  small  parties  on  the  Cannon  Ball  River  on  my 
return,  but  saw  but  one  small  {)arty  of  six  or  seven  Indians 
on  the  river.  The  losses  in  the  command  were  one  man,  15 
horses  and  a  few  oxen.  The  man  obtained  liquor  from  some  of 
the  emigrants  and  became  intoxicated  the  morning  we  left  the 
corral  and  supposed  to  have  laid  dov/n  and  (been)  left  behind. 
He  belonged  to  the  Eighth  ^linnesota  Volunteers. 

On  the  sixth  morning  out  from  this  post  at  your  Hfty  camp, 
a  small  party  of  Indians  chai-ued  through  the  picket  line  just 
at  bi-eak  of  day  and  stampeded  the  horses,  and  succeeded  in 
getting  away  with  tifteen.  AXo  were  conipell'.Hl  to  leave  about 
fifteen  or  sixteen  oxen,  they  becoming   completely   worn  out. 
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Ai  before  stated  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  30th  and  the  following  day  ordered  the  troops  of  the  codi- 
mand  to  their  several  destinations  as  directed  by  you,  viz: 
the  detachment  of  the  Second  Mhmesota  Cavalry  to  Minnesota, 
via  Fort  Wadsworth,  escorting  such  of  the  emigrants  as 
went  that  way;  and  the  detachments  of  Brackett's  battalion, 
Sixth  Iowa,  and  section  of  artillery,  to  Fort  Randall  and  Sioux 
City,  escorting  a.  Government  train  of  wagons  and  those  of  the 
emigrant's  train  going  that  way,  which  was  the  larger  majority 
of  the  emigrants,  but  few  went  across  to  Minnesota.  The 
detachments  of  the  Eighth  :Minnesota  Volunteers  and  the 
Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry  I  ordered  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pattee,  w^ho  took  boats  and  left  tlie  evening  of  the  Ist  instant 
for  Sioux  City. 

41-Pt.  1-795.  DANL.  J.  DILL,  Colonel,  Thirtieth  Wis- 

consin Infantry  Comdg.  Expedition. 

Capt.  John  H.  Pell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General 
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CAMPAIGN  OF  1864 
PART  JI 

Having  to  Do  With  the  iVIilitary  Movement  From  Minnesota 
Into  Dakota  and  the  Building  of  Fort  Wadsworth. 


Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  July  2,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  Johu  A.  Kawlins, 
Chief  of  Staff,  etc. 

General:  In  obedience  to  Special  Orders  No.  32,  head- 
quarters Armies  of  the  United  States,  I  left  Cold  Harbor,  Va., 
June  12,  and  arrived  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  June  17.  On  putting 
myself  in  communication  Avitii  .Major-General  Pope,  I  found  that 
the  troops  supposed  to  be  in  his  department  in  camp  had  been 
ciispos-ed  of,  as  you  will  find  in  ^Major-General  Pope's  letter  to 
me  of  June  18.  On  that  day  I  wrote  you  a  short  statement  of 
the  facts  contained  in  that  letter,  requesting  orders  to  be  sent 
to  me  to  Saint  Paul,  as  to  whether  I  should -carry  out  the  abova 
named  order  No.  32,  literally,  and  proceed  to  follow  the 
expeditions  and  inspect  the  troops  and  posts.  I  then  proceeded 
to  Davenport,  and  to  this  place  with  the  view,  principally,  of 
carrying  out  the  private  verbal  orders  given  me  by  the  lieu^ 
tenant-general  as  to  tlie  Indian  war.  You  will  notice  that 
Major-General  Pope  says: 

It  is  impossible  for  the  present  to  spare  any  part  of  this 
small  force  without  exposin*,^  the  whole  frontier  to  attacks 
from  Indians,  and  causing'  the  depopulation  of  all  of  the  fron- 
tier settlements  of  Minnesota  and  Dakota,  as  well  as  exposing 
unprotected  the  whole  ol:  the  great  ejiiigration  to  the  Idaho 
mines. 

From  these  remarks  (not  made,  I  may  here  observt.  ni 
resj30nse  to  anything  falling  from  me  as  to  the  purpose  of  the 
Jieutenant-general )  it  is'  to  be  inferred  that  General  Pope  looks 
upon  the  Indian  war  as  havinn;  an  actual  existence,  and  being  a 
serious  atfair.  In  conversation  with  Brigadier-General  Sibley, 
commanding  the  distriet  of  Minnesota,  he  also  insisted  very 
strongly  upon  tlu^  absolute  lu'cessity  of  keeping  in  the  depart- 
ment a  sufficient  number  of  troops  to  garrison  the  frontier 
posts,  as  well  as  enough  to  be  thrown  into  expeditions  into  the 
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Indian  country.  I  have  not  from  any  other  source  heard 
opinions  to  the  same  eit'ect,  but  on  the  contrary,  in  numerous 
conversations  held  with  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Min- 
nesota, and  in  two  cases  with  influential  residents  of  Nebraska 
and  Dakota,  the  opinion  has  been  freely  expressed  and  in  very 
strong  language  that  "the  whole  thing  was  a  humbug;"  that 
the  line  of  posts  would  be  amply  sufticient,  garrisoned  by,  say,, 
a  regiment  of  cavalry,  to  repel  any  attempted  descent  of 
Indians  on  the  settlements,  while  an  occasional  caravan  of 
emigrants  would  find  ample  protection  in  an  escort  of  a  coir^ 
pany  of  cavalry,  as  in  the  case  of  Captain  Fisk's  expedition, 
now^  about  to  depart,  ^lany  of  the  persons  with  whom  I  hav/ 
conversed  are  more  or  less  interesteo'  ip  troops  being  kepr  in 
this  country.  They  are  not  less  strong  in  ridiculing  the  whole 
thing  than  those  who  are  entirely  disinterested.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  I  will  be  required  to  proceed  to  the  territories,  as 
it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  overtake  the  expeditions;  but 
as  you  gave  me  verbal  permission  to  visit  my  family  in  Quincy; 
I  shall  there  await  your  orders.  AVlien  1  arrive  there  I  will 
forward  maps  and  other  documents,  which  will  be  found  iiseful 
in  assisting  you  to  a  full  comprehension  of  the  Indian  wai*.  In 
explanation  of  length  of  time  it  has  taken  me  to  reach  Saint 
Paul,  I  have  to  otFer  the  fact  that  1  missed  two  railroad  con- 
nections, and  was  eight  days  on  the  river  between  Davenport 
and  this  place. 

41-Pt.  2-29.  W.  L.  DUFF.  i.ieutenant-Colonel,  Assistant 

Inspector-General. 


IIeaJ(iuarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

:Milwaukee,  "Wis.,  July  2,  1SG4. 

Brig. -Gen.  AV.  S.  Ketehum, 
Madison,  Wis. 

General:  I  send  you  brief  statement  of  troops  in  this 
department,  with  their  st;itions.  a.s  fai'  as  can  now  be  ascer- 
lained,  to  guide  you  in  your  inspection.  The  statements  cannot 
now  l)e  given  in  detail,  beeause  (Jenend  Sully  has  just  set  off 
on  his  expedition,  having  been  re-enforetd  by  General  Sibley 
from  Minnesota.     The  small   forees  It^ft   behind  by  Sully  and 
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retained  by  Sibley  in  Minnesota  are  now  being  distributed  in 
small  detachments  at  points  along  tlie  frontier  to  guard  against 
Indian  raids  during  the  absence  of  the  expedition. 

AVhole  force  of  enlisted  men  (non-eonmiissioned  officers 
and  privates',  exclusive  of  Invalid  Veteran  Reserve  companies) 
is  as  follows: 

In"  ^Minnesota — One  regiment  infantry  (Eighth  Minnesota )  ; 
one  regiment  cavalry  (Second  ^Minnesota);  one  battery  artillery 
(Third  ^linnesota  Battery)  ;  one  independent  cavalry  battalion 
(Hatch's  four  companies)  ;  four  comiianies-  infantry  (Thirtieth 
Wisconsin),  In  Iowa  and  Dakota — One  regiment  cavalry  (Sixth 
Iowa)  ;  one  battalion  cavalry  (four  companie-s  Seventh  Iowa)  ; 
cne  independent  battalion  cavnlr\-  ( Brackett 's)  ;  three  com- 
panies of  Dakota  cavalry;  six  companies  infantry  (Thirtieth 
Wisconsin).  Aggregate  of  forces  in  department  for  eluty — of 
cavalry,  35  companies-,  2.723  men :  of  infantry^  20  companies, 
1,260  men;  of  artillery,  1  company,  112  men;  1  company  of 
rebel  deserters,  48  men;  aggregate  for  duty,  4,203  men.  This 
force  is  distributed  as  follows:  For  Indian  expedition  under 
Sully— one  infantry  regiment,  mounted  (p]ighth  Minnesota)  ; 
one  cavalry  reginu^nt  (Sixth  Iowa):  six  companies  cavalry 
(Second  ^linnesota)  ;  six  companies  infantry  (Thirtietli  Wiscon- 
sin) :  one  battalion  cavalry,  four  companies  (Seventh  Iowa)  ; 
one  independent  battalion  cavalry  (Brackett 's)  ;  three  com- 
panies Dakota  cavalry. 

Some  of  these  companies  General  Sully  has-  left  behind, 
at  various  posts  to  guard  frontier  settlements  Of  Iowa  and 
Dakota  and  certain  Indian  agencies  on  {he  Upper  ^lissouri,  anel 
to  garrison  Port  Randall  and  Fort  Pierre.  All  thus  left  are 
cavalry  companies,  I  believe,  and  most  of  this  force  is  occupied 
in  patrolling  the  country  along  the  frontier.  The  whole  force 
of  the  moving  expedition  is  about  2,300  men.  *  *  * 
41-Pt.  2-30.  .     JXO.  .POPE,  ^lajor-Generak  . 

Commanding. 
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'  ■  _  '    .     -  Headquarters  District  of  Minnesota, 

Department  of  tlie  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  mim.,  July  3,  1864. 

Lieut.-Col.  ^\.  L.  Duff, 

Assistant  Inspector-General,  Present. 

Colonel:  That  you  may  be  correctly  informed  of  the  state 
of  matters  connected  with  the  Indian  war  on  the  frontiers  of 
Minnesota,  Iowa  and  Territory  of  Dakota,  I  beg  leave  to  submit, 
very  briefly,  the  following  facts: 

First.  Shortly  after  the  Sioux  outbreak  of  1862  on  the 
borders  of  this  State,  which  was  attended  with  untold  horrors, 
and  the  massacre  of  nearly  800  white  meji,  women  and  children, 
I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  raw  levies-  hastily  thrown 
forward  to  check  the  savages.  The  battle  of  Wood  Lake,  a 
locality  sixty  or  seventy  miles  above  Fort  Ridgeiy,  resulted 
in  the  total  defeat  of  the  concentrated  force  of  the  bands  con- 
cerned in  the  outrages.  About  2,000  prisoners  of  Indian  men, 
women  and  children  were  taken,  of  whom  upward  of  300  of 
the  former  were  tried  by  a  military  commission  appointed  by 
me,  found  guilty  of  partici^^ation  in  the  murders  and  other 
crimes,  and  condemned  to  be  hung.  The  president  subsequently 
ordered  the  execution  of  thirty-eight  of  these  criminals,  who 
were  accordingly  hung,  and  the  remaindel*,  wlio  have  thus-  far 
survived  the  trying  elfects  of  close  imprisonment,  are  now  in 
military 'custody  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  Sonje  250  or  300  of  the 
warriors  implicated  in  the  outbreak  escaped  with  their  families 
and  joined  the  upper  and  powerful  bands  of  Sioux  or  Dakotas. 
who  roam  over  the  great  plains  between  the  Upper  ^lissouri 
find  the  Britisli  boundary  line,  subsisting  on  the  buffalo  almost 
exclusively.  Tlie  Go^■ermnent  recognized  Ihe  necessity  of 
inflicting  proper  chastisement  upon  the  murderers  and  those 
bands  who  have  harbored  and  protected  thern,  and  in  pursuance 
with  the  orders  of  ]\Iajor-General  Pope,  General  Sully  ascended 
tlie  Missouri  early  in  1863  with  a  column  of  mounted  troops, 
and  another  mixed  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry  under  ,my 
commanded  marched  from  this  direction,  it  being  General 
Pope's  intention  that  the  two  expeditions  should  co-operate  and 
finally  unite  at  Devil's  Lake,  with  a  view  to  such  ulterior 
movements  as  circumstances  might   indicate  as  proper  to  be 
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ijiade.    In  consequence  of  the  extremely  low  stage  of  water  in 
the  Missouri,  General  Sully's  command  did  not  reach  the  point 
cf  junction  designated,  and  upon  my  arrival  within  thirty-five 
miles  of  Devil's  Lake  I  ascertained  that  the  great  body  of 
Indians  were  on  the  Missouri  Cpteau.    I  immediately  chan^^ed 
the  direction  of  the  march  from  northwest  to  southwest,  and 
leaving"  one-third  of  my  force,  comprising  the  men  and  animals 
least  efficient  in  consequence  of  fatigue  and  overwork,  in  an 
entrenched  camp  near  Lake  Jesse  (see  accompanying  map).  I 
made  forced  marches  in  the  direction  of  the  Missouri,  fell  in 
with  and  fought  the  concentrated  strength  of  the  upper  and 
lower  bands  of  Sioux,  and  defeated  them  in  three  separate 
engagements,  driving  them  across  the   ^lissouri  with  a  great 
loss  in  warriors,  subsistence,  bull'alo  robes  and  other  clothing, 
and  all  their  transportation,  amounting  to  150  or  more  Avagons, 
carts,  etc.    If  it  had  been  possible  for  General  Sully  to  have 
interposed  his  forces  between  the  retreating  savages  and  the 
river,  the   destruction   of  the   great   body   of  Indians  would 
have  been  rendered  certain,  and  the  war  soon  thereafter  ended. 
But  in  spite  of  the  etrorts  of  that   enterprising  and  active 
officer  the  great  obstacles  in  his  way  could  not  be  overcome, 
and  I  could  not  open  connuunieatioii  with  him.    The  season  was 
one  of  unparalleled  heat  and  drought, ^and  both  branches  of  the 
expedition  sutlVred  alike  lor  want  of  good  and  sufficient  water 
and  of  grass  for  tliL-  animals.    (General  Sully  finally  reached 
within  a  few  miles  of  my  li.ie  of  march,  about  a  month  subse- 
quent  to   my  return   from   the   ^Missouri,   and   on   the   3d  of 
September  fell  upon  and  defeated  a  body  of  Sioux  encamped 
near  the  James  l\iver.  intiicting  a  severe  loss  upon  them.  Since 
these  events  occurred  the  hostile  combination  luis  betn  strength- 
ened by  other  powerful  ba.nds  of  the  Teton  Sioux  or  Dakotas 
from  the  south  and  west  of  tlie  Tpper  Misst)uri,  who  avowee! 
their  purpose  to  prosecute  t(:e  war  and  to  put  an  entire  stop  to 
the  emigration  to  Idaho  hy  way  of  the  Upper  ^lissouri  River 
and  overland.     Durinir  the   past   winter  most  of  the'  i-efugee 
murderers,  being  entirely  destitute  of  food  and  clothing,  A\iiirh 
they  lost  during  the  euLiagenients  of  the  previous  season,  as 
before  stated.  cr(^sscd  into  P>i'itish  territory  and  made  their  way 
to  Fort  (iarry  and  the   surrounding  settlements,   where  Ihey 
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•were' enabled  fo  subsist  tlieinselves  nntiV  spring,  exacting-  siip- 
•plies  from  Her  .Majesty's  subjects.  These  refugees  have  for* the 
most'  part  since  the  opening  of  spring  crossed  back  into  our 
•territories  and  probably  joined  the  hostile  camp,  which  is  said 
^to'  contain  2,000  lodges,  or  between  4,000  and  5,000  warriors. 
General' Sully  is  now  advancing  upon  them  with  a  force  of 
nearly  1,600  cavalry  and  mounted-  infantry,  dispatched  by  me 
in  compliance  with  General  Pope's  order  to  re-enforce  him, 
-and  about  the  same  amount  of  strength  from  his  own  district. 
Should  he  be  successful  in  meeting  and  inflicting  upon  these 
Indians  a  severe  defeat,  it  is  my  opinion  that  this  formidable 
Indian  war  can  soon  thereafter  be  closed  so  far  as  any  great 
demonstrations  of  strengtli  on  tlie  part  of  the  enemy  are  con- 
cerned, but  the  frontiers  Avil]  require  to  be  guarded  for  some 
time  to  protect  the  settlers  on  the  extensive  line  from  petty 
raids.  Should  unfortunately  there  happen  a  failure  to  meet 
and  chastise  the  Indians  from  any  cause  whatever,  the  whole 
border  will  ])e  in  great  danger  of  attack  by  large  bodies  of 
the  savages.  - 

Second.  You  have  been  furnished  with  an  accurate  state- 
ment of  all  the  military  f(U'e.  s  in  this  district,  from  which  you 
will  perceive  that  there  aro  stations  along  a  line  several  hundred 
miles  in  extent,  varying  from  twelve  to'  twenty  ndles  distant 
from  each  other,  which  are  occupied  by  small  detachments. 
Daily  communication  is  kepi  up  Ijetween  tht-se  small  posts,  in 
order  to  detect  the  passage  of  Indians  on  their  way  to  the 
^settlements,  the  stations  being  entirely  outside  and  beyond 
them.  In  my  judgment  (it  is-)  exceedingly  unsafe  to  diminish 
this  comparatively  small  foi-ce  before  the  termination  of  the 
Indian  war.  The  establishment  of  a  strong  post  on  James  River 
and  another  at  Devil's  Lake,  both  of  which  have  been  ordered 
and  named  by  the  War  Department,  will  tend  greatly  to  a 
speedy  suppression  of  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Indians. 
The  garrisons  of  these  posts  are  to  consist  of  four  companies 
of  cavalry  and  four  companies  of  infantry  eacli,  so  that  almost 
all  of  the  expeditionary  force  dispatched  fj-om  this  district  to 
join  General  Sully  will  be  required  for  the  two  posts,  as  the 
ce.-mpanies  of  the  Thirtieth  AVisconsin  Volunteers,  who  are  to 
build  Fort  AVadsAvorth,  will,  as  soon  as  relieved  by  companies  of 
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the  returning-  expedition,  march  to  join  the  remainder  of  tlie 
regiment  under  General  SuHy  on  the  jMissouri. 
41-Pt.  2-3S.  II.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

'  -       •  Commanding-'.- 


'  ■  '  Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest,' 

•  •  Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  July  7,  1864.' 

Brig.-Gen.  AY.  S.  Ketebum,  Present: 

General:  *  *  *  The  expeditionary  force  dispatched 
from  this  district  to  re-tnforce  Brigadier-General  Sully,  on  the 
IVfissouri.  will  relieve  the  companies  of  the  Thirtieth  AYisconsin 
Volunteers  teiiii)orarily  assiLiiu'd  to  duty  in  this  district  at  Forts 
Ridgtly  and  AVadsworth  (which  companies  will  then  join  the 
remainder  of  the  regiment  in  General  Sully  's  district)  and  build 
and  occupy  Fort  Hays  (sic)  at  Devil's  Lake,  Alajor-General 
Pope  having  ordered  Forts  Wadsworth  and  Hays  to  be  garri- 
soned by  four  companies  of  cavalry  and  four  companies  of 
infantry  each,  those  posts  being  designated  at  points  in  the 
heart  oi  tl.e  country  iidtabitatecl  l)y  tht;  powerful  upper  bands 
of  Sioux  or  Dakotas.  In  view  of  the  great  ]iuml)er  of  hostile 
Indians  within  striking  distance  of  the  settlements  of  Alin- 
nesota,  it  would  be  dangerous,  in  niy  judgment,  further  to 
diminish  th'^  military  force  in  this  district  until  this  formidable 
Indian  war  is  brought  to  a  close.  Should  the  campaign  of 
General  Sully  result  in  the  defeat  and  severe  chastisement  of  the 
conceiitrated  l)ands  of  Sioux,  against  whom  his  operations  are 
directed,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  there  will  be  a 
•  general  submission  of  these  savages  to  the  Government  within 
the  next  year,  as  some  of  those  who  suli'ered  so  severely  from 
the  ex])edition  of  hist  year  have  expressed  a  desire  to  be 
restored  to  their  former  friendly  relations  with  their  Great 
Father  in  AVashington. 

41-Pt.  2-79.  II.  H.  SIBLF:Y,  Brigadier-General. 

Commaiiding.  • 
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Headquarters, 
Fort  Ridgely,  .Minn.,  J„lv  15,  1864 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 
Asst.  Adjt.-Gen.,  District  of  .Minnesota,  Saint  Paul,  :Minn.: 
Captain:    I  have  ti.e  honor  to  inform  you  that  Captain 
J^islt  arrived  iiere  on  the  13th  instant  and  called  on  n,e  for  the 
escort  assigned  by  Special  Orders  No.  146,  from  di.striet  head- 
quarters.   In  accordance  with  that  order  I  have  been  waitin- 
lor  further  orders,  which  I  have  not  received  yet,  but  as  Com° 
pany  I,  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry,  had  been  previously  a.ssigned 
to  the  forces  for  Fort  Wadswortli,  and  the  order  was  only 
modified,  I  completed  the  outfit  of  the  company  and  tiioy  will 
start  m  tlio  moniiug  to  overtake  Cai)tain  Pislc's  train,  which 
has  started  this  afteruoon.    As  Captain  Fisk  represents  that 
3Iajor  Clovvney  lias  orders  relative  to  an  escort  from  James 
Kiver  to  the  Missouri,  I  have  ordered  Captain  Bonham,  on 
reaching  Fort  Wadsworth  or  the  force   marching  to  James 
Rn-er  to  report  to  Ma.jor  Clowney,  and  hope  that  mv  action 
will  be  approved  by  the  commanding  general.    These"  expedi- 
lons  have  taken  most  of  our  transportation "  and  serviceable 
hor.ses,  and  if  it  is  at  ail  p„s.il,le,  I  would  most  urgcntlv  request 
that  some  more  animals  i,o  sent  to  tliis  post.    The  .seroeant  in 
charge  at   Chanyuska  reports  that   a  few  evenings  since  an 
Indian  bred  at  Jnni;  that  they  followed  in  the  night  and  morn- 
ing, but  had  to  give  up,  as  they  could  not  find  any  tracks  after 
snnri,se.-   Scout  Henry  Back  has  .,ust  returned  from  a  trip  „p 
die  Cottonwood  to  Lake  Slietek  and  report.s  no  sions 

™-  AVH.LIAM  PFAEXDER.  Lieutenant- 

p  Colonel,  Commanding. 

f.  S.-At  the  closing  of  the  letter  I  receive  information 
hat  we  can  send  for  twenty-five  hors.s.  which  will  he  done  in 
the  morn  111  g.    W.  P. 
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-  Ildqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

■   Sauit  Paul,  :^iinn.,  July  19,  1864.  . 
Lieut.-Co].  AYilliam  Pfaender,  ; 
Commanding-  Second  Sub-District,  Fort  Kidg-ely : 

Colonel:  Your  dispatch  of  loth  instant  has  been  received. 
You  were  right  in  your  construction  of  the  order  respecting 
Company  I,  Second  (^limiesota)  Cavalry.  The  question  of 
escort  to  Captain  Fisk's  party  was  left  to  Major  Clowney  to: 
decide  upon  the  prudence  of  dispatching  one  company  part  of 
the  way  from  Fort  AYadsworth  to  the  :\Iis&ouri,.  that  duty  being 
devolved  upon  Compaiiy  I  in  case  the  major  decided  upon  its 
expediency  after  receiving  full  in Coi'j nation  from  the  scouts  as  to 
the  movements  of  the  Indians,  etc.  Such  was  the  determina- 
tion of  General  Sibley  as  communicated  to  Captain  Fisk.  Y^our 
order  to  the  commanding  otficer  of  Company  I  to  report  to 
Major  Clowney  was  therefore  proper  and  w^ell  conceived. 

Occasional  complaints  ai'c  made  unofticially  to  these  head- 
quarters that  there  is  a  Avant  of  activity  in  the  quartermaster's 
department  at  your  post  in  cariwing  out  orders,  which  occasions 
delay  and  is  detrimental  to  the  service.  The  brigadier-general 
commanding  cannot  appreciate  the  necessity  of  delaying  Major 
Clowney 's  command  for  repair  of  wagons,  etc.,  which  should 
have  been  pressed  forward  with  all  dispatch.  The  contractors 
for  transportation  to  Fort  AYadsworth  represent  that  their 
train  was  kept  inactive  for  eight  days  in  consequence,  and  a 
claim  for  compensation  will  dou])tless  be  preferred  by  them 
for  demurrage.  Orderly  hours  may  be  proper  enough  in  the 
ordinary  daily  proceedings  at  a  post,  but  otncers  of  the  several 
branches  of  the  service  should  be  ready  at  all  hours  of  the  day 
and  of  tlie  night  to  discharge  any  duty  that  may  be  required 
of  them  by  the  occurrence  of  a  contingency  demanding  prompt 
action. 

Inclosed  herewith  you  will  tind  :i  dispatch  addresse/1  to 
]\Iajor  Clowney,  which  you  will  please  dispatch  Avithout  delay 
to  him  by  scouts  or  other  sjjecial  messengers.  Tlie  building  at 
Fort  Ridgely,  which  can  l)e  appropriated  temporarily  and  in 
part  for  the  storage  of  supplies  for  Fort  AYadsworth.  is  partly 
occupied  with  quartermaster's  stores  belonging  to  Fort  Kidgely, 
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SO  it  is  represented  at  these  headquarters  by  ^Mr.  Prince,  one 
cf  the  contractors  for  transportation,  and  he  further  prefers  a 
request  that  the  sentinel  in  charge  of  tiie  quartermaster's  stores 
be  instructed  to  have  an  eye  over  the  property  in  transit  whde 
in  the  same  buildin.i,%  which  you  will  order  accordingly;  but 
this  is  not  to  be  understood  as  releasing  the  contractors  from 
the  responsibility  for  any  such  property,  but  merely  as  an 
additional  safeguard.  :\]r.  Thompson  has  been  employed  by 
the  contractors  to  take  immediate  charge  of  the  stores  for  Fort 
AVadsworth. 

R.  C.  OLIN,  Assistant-Adjutant-General. 
(Inclosure) 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :\linncsota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :Minn.,  July  19,  1864. 

j\Jajor  John  Clowney. 

CoMtt^.  Detachment  en  Route  to  Fort  ^\"adsworth: 

Major:  Company  I  of  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry  is 
ordered  to  escort  Captain  Fisk's  expedition  as  far  as  Fort 
AVadsworth  and  will  re{K)rt  to  you  for  further  orders.  Should 
you  deem  it  prudent,  after  obtainmg  all  the  information  you 
can  from  the  scouts  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Coteau  de  Prairie 
relative  to  the  whereai)0uts  of  the  hostile  Indians,  to  dispatch 
Company  I  a  part  of  the  way  across  from  James  River  to  the 
^  ■  souri  with  Captain  Fis-k's  cavalcade,  you  are  authorized  to 
do  so;  but  in  sueh  ease  you  will  please  bear  in  mind  that  such 
duty  is  merely  incidental  aiul  is  not  intended  to  interfere  with 
that  of  eseortini:  the  rrturning  train  to  Fort  Ridgely  to  reload 
with  supplies  for  yeiir  post,  tt  is  probable  a  few  days  will  be 
required  in  fixing  tln^  site  for  the  fort,  during  which  the  tra.n 
will  neeessfirily  be  detaintd.  and  this  time  may  be  employed  by 
Conii)any  I  ni  the  maiiiu-r  indieat' <1  should  you  detMii  it  s'lfe  to 
do  so.  Captain  Fisk  was  informed  by  General  Sibiey  that  the 
raatter  of  escort  beyond  Fort  Wadsworth  for  a  part  of  the 
distance  to  the  :\Iissouri  liiver  would  be  left  discretionary  with 
you. 

41-Pt.  2-78.  ,  R.  C.  OLIX,  Assi.stant  Adjutant 

General. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ^Minnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn.,  July  22,  1864. 

^raj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 

Conimandino-  Dept.  of  the  Xorthwest,  ^lilwaiikee.  Wis.: 
General:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
official  dispatches  from  ]\Iajor  Clowney,  commanding  detach- 
n.ent  to  build  and  garrison  Fort  AVadsworth,  of  14th  instant, 
vfhen  his  command  witli  the  train  had  reached  a  point  nearly 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa  River  and  was  making 
good  progress.  Everything  was  progressing  favorably,  both 
men  and  animals  being  in  fine  condition.  Xo  other  signs  of 
Indians  have  been  diseovei-ed  than  a  trail  of  a  single  horseman, 
supposed  to  be  a  scout.  Major  Clowney,  in  compliance  with 
my  directions,  was  taking  every  precaution  against  surpris-e. 
The  column  from  this  district,  styled  the  .Minnesota  Brigade, 
reached  the  neighborhood  of  Swan  Lake,  the  designated  point 
of  junction  with  General  Sully's  command  on  the  ^Missouri,  on 
SOth  ultimo,  twenty-four  hours  after  the  general's  arrival, 
having  marched  by  p(Hlomett.r  measurement  332  miles  from 
Fort  Ridgely.  Colonel  Tiioiuns  !'e{)nrts  the  command  in  admir- 
able order,  the  animals  havitm'  improved  rather  than  deteri- 
orated by  the -march.  The  Indians'  to  the  number  of  1.800 
lodges  were  reported  to  l^e  on  the  west  of  the  ]Missoui-i,  five 
days'  march  distant  from  General  Sully's  camp.  Ex-Lieut. - 
Col.  C.  P.  Adams  of  the  First  ^linnc>ota  Volunteers,  a  fine 
officer  and  strict  disei|)linarian,  has  been  appointed  successor 
to  Major  Hatch  in  the  command  of  the  Indej)endent  Battalion. 
41-Pt.  2-348.        -  IT.  IL  SIBLEY.  Bri-adier-( kneral. 

Commanding. 


Ildcp's.  Gari'isou  for  Fort  AVadswortli,  Dak.  Ter., 
Camp  on  Kettle  Lake,  Coteau  de  Prairie.  July  29,  1804. 
Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-^  Jeiu'ral.  District  of  Minnesota  : 

Sir:  Captain  Bonham.  Company  1.  Second  ^linnesof-i 
Cavalry,  reported  to  me  for  further  oi-ders  in  accordance  \vith 
S[)ecial  Orders.  Xo.  82,  headquarters  Sec<nid  Suli-District  of 
^Minnesota,  dated  Fort  I^ivluely.  July  14.  1884.  Tnsti'uctions 
from  district  headquarters  dated  July  10,  1804.  just  reeeived, 
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in  accordance  with  which  1  have  decided  to  send  Lieutenant 
Phillips,  of  Company  I,  Second  Cavalry,  with  fifty  men  as  ascort 
to  Captain  Fisk's  expedition  as  far  as  the  ^lissouri  lliver. 
Captain  Fisk  arrived  this  day.  From  all  information  I  can 
obtain  from  Maj.  J.  R.  Brown  and  Gabriel  Kenville  there  are 
but  few  if  any  hostile  Indians  on  this  side  of  the  James  River, 
i  have  not  seen  or  heard  of  any  being  seen  up  to  this  time. 
AVhile  Captain  Fisk  miu'hl  be  safe  in  crossing  to  the  ^lissouri 
River,  it  would  not  be  pnulent  for  me  under  the  existing 
circumstances  to  compel  him  to  run  any  risk.  There  are  only 
about  fifty  horses  in  Company  I  that  are  fit  for  the  trip  to  the 
^Missouri  River.  The  horses  that  Aviil  remain  can  be  recruited 
by  the  time  Lieutenant  I^hillips  returns  from  escorting  Captain 
Fisk.  when  the  whole  of  Company  I  will  act  as  escort  to  Mr. 
Brackett's  supply  train,  leaving  here  about  the  last  of  August. 
Fi^om  the  information  obtained  in  regard  to  the  presence  of 
hostile  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  De  Coteau  or  James  River,  I 
think  the  horses'  can  perform  all  the  duty  required  and  be  im- 
proved. Gabriel  Renville  with  his  scouts  renders  good  service 
in  obtaining  information  in  regard  to  Indians  being  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  post. 

41-Pt.  2-463  JOIL\  CLOWNEY,  :^Iajor  Thirtieth  Regi- 

ment, "Wisconsan  Volunteers,  Comdg. 


Hdqrs.  Garrison  for  Fort  Wadsworth.  Dak.  Ter., 
Camp  on  Kettle  Lake,  Coteau  de  Prairie,  July  29,  1864. 
Capt.  R.  C.  Olin. 

Assistant  Adjutant-Genera!,  District  of  Minnesota: 

Sir:  After  reaching  the  head  of  the  Coteau  de  Prairie  I 
was  informed  by  Gabriel  RenvilU\  chief  of  scouts,  that  several 
chiefs  and  other  Indians  l)elonging  to  the  Sisseton  Sioux  band, 
that  had  been  waiting  to  see  the  commander  of  the  troops, 
expected  and  that  they  wished  to  have  a  talk  in  regard  to 
obtaining  subsistence.  I  determined  to  hear  what  they  had  to 
say  and  appointed  the  morning  of  the  29th  to  hear  this.  At 
about  10  a.  m.  Gabriel  Renville  broimht  the  party  over,  about 
twenty-four  in  all.  ^laj.  J.  R.  Brown  being  present,  and  one' 
of  his  scouts  who  could  speak  the  Sioux,  after  shaking  hands 
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the  chief  produced  a  treaty  signed  hy  ^Faj.  J.  K.  Brown.  After 
reading  the  instrument  I  requested  them  to  proceed,  but  to  be 
as  brief  as  consistent.  Then  the  chief  made  the  inclosed  state- 
ment, when  I  promised  to  Iny  the  whole  matter  before  the  com- 
manding general,  all  of  which  I  respectfully  forward  and  ask 
instructions  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  act  in  this  case  and  in 
others  that  the  connnandiiig  general  from  his  experience  may 
see  will  arise.  ^lajor  Brown  informs  me  that  he  has  written 
fully  on  the  Indian  affairs,  and  from  his  experience  the  com- 
manding general  will  be  better  informed  than  could  be  done 
by  me'. 

JOHX  CLOWXF.Y,  .Major,  Thirtieth  Kegiment 
Wisconsin  Vol.  Infantry,  Comdg. 

(Inclosure) 

Btatement  of  I-HA-O-JAN-JAN,  a  Chief  of  the  Sissetons  of 
Lac  Traverse  Sioiix 

AVe  have  never  been  as  wt-ll  satisfied  as  present.  AVhatever 
has  happened  below  w;is  not  the  woi-k  of  my  band.  AVe  Insd 
nothing  to  do  with  tlie  outbreak,  and  are  not  at  all  responsible 
for  it.  Our  fear  of  the  consequences  of  it  drove  us  away.  AVe- 
heard  that  our  Great  Father  had  pernntted  those  who  did  not 
participate  in  the  Indian  massacre  to  return  and  resume  their 
former  intercourse  with  the  Avliites,  which  facts  all'ords  the, 
witisfaction  T  speak  of.  AVe  see  you  luiw,  and  it  is  like  seeing 
the  Great  Father,  and  we  ai'e  much  pleased  at  the  meeting.. 
Our  Great  Father  has  a  very  bmg  arm  that  hns  reached  us.  and 
we  are,  under  the  intluence  of  it  tfulay;  AVe  can  only  live  when 
under  the  influence  of  our  (Jreat  FatiuM-'s  liand.  AVe  look  upon 
ourselves  as  the  people  of  the  Great  Father.  There  is  a 
difticulty  amongst  the  Indians  of  the  iu>rtliwest,  and  we  are 
ready,  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  whites  (the  Great  P^ither). 
whose  representatives  you  ai'e  to  us,  and  from  you  we  ask 
protection  and  care.  AVe  had  no  opportunity  of  planting  this 
year,  and  we  do  not  kno^\'  how  wo  are  to  live  throua'h  tlie 
coming  fall  and  winter.  AA^e  Avisli  this  to  be  made  known  to  tlie 
Great  Father,  that  some  ]>rovision  may  ])e  made  for  us.  AVf^ 
have  been  expecti'ig  you  a  long  time  and  lia\-e  been  living  on 
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the  provisions  sent  here  by  General  Sibley  to  the  scouts.  What 
little  they  have  had  to  spare  has  been  what  has  afforded  us 
subsistence  to  the  present  time. 

Other  chiefs  were  present,  but  declined  to  make  any 
remarks. 

Through  I\iajor  Brown,  who  was  present,  I  replied  as  fol- 
lows : 

I  am  glad  to  meet  you  here  and  am  pleased  to  know  you 
have  placed  yourselves  under  our  protection.  I  have  taken  you 
by  the  hand  today  as  friends.  The  general  commanding  has 
given  me  no  instructions  relative  to  subsisting  you,  but  I  will 
lay  the  matter  before  liim  inunediately,  and  if  I  can  furnish 
you  subsistence  I  will  do  so  and  inform  you  of  it  as  soon  as 
possible.  In  the  meantime  I  will  afford  you  all  the  protection 
in  my  power.  I  vrould  request  you  not  to  visit  my  camp  only 
by  permission  on  l)usincss  and  under  a  white  flag.  My  men  do 
not  know  you  and  could  not  tell  whether  you  are  friends  or  foes 
approaching  without  such  a  designation.  None  of  my  men  will 
be  permitted  to  visit  your  camp. 

41-Pt.  2-463.  JOIIX  CLOWXY,  .Alajor,  Commanding. 


Fort  Thompson,  Dak.^Ter.,  July  30,  1864. 
General  H.  11.  Sibley, 
Saint  .Paul,  :\Iinn. : 

Sir:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  that  the  expedition 
ujider  my  charge,  consisting  of  forty-flve  ox  teams  and  fifty 
men,  fr  om  ]\lankato  to  Fort  Thompson,  l)ak.  Ter.,  arrivtd  at  its 
place  of  destinati(n)  on  the  28tii  instant.  The  distance  traveled 
is  300  miles,  which  was  accomplished  in  twenty-tive  days  with- 
out loss  or  accident,  though  the  wnirons  were  heavily  laden  and 
the  wtatJier  excessively  warm.  The  country  through  wliich  we 
passed  is  suffering  severely  from  drought,  yet  sut^icieiit  grass 
and  water  was  found  at  convenient  distances  to  suj)[)ly  the 
animals.  Xo  hostile  Indians  were  met  with,  nor  any  recent 
signs  of  tlieni  discovered,  on  the  entire  route.  Having  no  escoj-t 
we  were  obliged  to  rely  upon  ourselves  for  protection.  The 
arms  and  ammunition  so  kindly  furnished  by  you  were  not' 
used,  yet,  they  served  to  inspire  tlie  men  with  confidence,'  and 
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sliOiild  occasion  have  required  it,  I  have  reason  to  believe  they 
would  have  performed  veteran  service.  It  affords  me  much 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  journey  performed  was 
barren  of  almost  everything  woi-thy  of  notice;  that  we  traveled 
.safely  through  the  region  but  recently  infested  by  the  outlaws 
r.r  the  Sioux  Nation  without  finding  a  trace  of  their  presence, 
proving  that  they  have  been  forced  to  seek  out  other  localities 
more  remote  from  civilization  wherein  to  practice  their  bar- 
barous customs  and  eke  out  their  nuserable  existence. 
41-Pt.  2-485.  JAMES  B.  HUBBELL. 


Headquarters  Garrison  for  Fort  Wadsworth, 
Camp  No.  IS.  on  Kettle  Lake,  August  1,  1864. 
Capt.  K.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Sir :    In  continuance  of  my  report  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following: 

July  16,  marched  from  Camp  No.  7  on  Inkpah  River  at 
5:30  a.  m.  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  camping  at  2  p.  m.  on 
a  small  lake  or  slough,  called  l)y  some  Lake  Ramsey.  Bad 
water;  no  wood,  grass  in  abundance.  Distance  from  camp  No.  7 
eleven  miles. 

July  17,  left  camp  No.  8  at  3:15  a.  m.  Traveled  in  a 
northwesterly  direction  about  fourteen  miles,  camping  on  a 
small  lake  of  bad  water  at  2  p.  m.  Passed  some  dried  up. 
lakes  on  the  road.  No  wood  near  camping  grounds;  good  grac- 
ing; hot  day.    Four  oxen  died  on  the  road  from  the  heat. 

*'july  18,  marehed  from  eamp  No.  9  at  7:30  a.  m.  in  the 
same  direction  as  yesterday.  Camped  on  Yellow  Earth  Creek 
at  10  a.  m.  Good  water,  wood  and  grass.  Distance  of  march 
four  miles.  Weather  was  too  hot  to  render  it  safe  to  drive  the 
cattle  to  the  next  camping  ground. 

July  19,  left  canq)  No.  10  at  4  a.  m.  :\larched  northwest 
about  fourteen  miles,  camping  on  a  small  creek  at  12  m. 
Plenty  of  water  and  grass-.    AVood  enouirh  for  camping  pu!-i)0ses. 

July  20.  left  camp  No.  11  at  4:30  a.  m.  .Marehed  northwest 
.-bout  ten  miles  to  water;  rested  at  9  a.  m.  about  two  hours; 
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■  turned  out  the  stoek  to  graze.  Qunped  on  Bullhead  Lake  at 
.1:^0  p.  m.  Wood  scarce;  orass  plenty.  Distance  marched  this 
:  cay  sixteen  miles. 

i  ^  July  2h  resumed  the  march  at  4  a.  m.  Traveled  almost 
.  cue  north  about  twelve  miles,  ^vhea  the  road  inclined  to  the 
west.  Passed  some  small  lakes.  Camped  a{  10  a.  m.  near 
Samt  Peters  River,  between  Big  Stone  Lake  and  Lake 
iraverse.  Plenty  of  wood  and  grass.  Distance  marched  today 
about  sxteen  n.iles.  Gal,riel  Kenvillc  visited  mv  camp  and 
gave  information  with  regard  to  the  route  across  and  to  the 
head  of  the  Coteau. 

July  22,  left  camp  Xo.  13  on  Saint  Peter's  IJiver  at  4  a 
m.     .Marched   almost    du.>   west    toward    the    Coteau.  Made 
crossing  over  a  brancli  of  Saint  Peter's  River  about  four  miles 
from  last  camp.    Camped  on  small  stream  at  10  a  m   on  <he 
side  of  the  Coteau.    Distance  marched  today  ten  miles 

July  23,  left  camp  Xo.  M  at  4  a.  ni.  Marched  in  a  westerly 
direction  over  the  Coteau;  country  very  rolling;  passed  a 
,  number  of  small  lakes;  camped  at  12  m.  on  a  lake  about 
four  miles  long  and  half  a  mile  wide,  named  by  the  Indians 
Enemy  Sinus*  Lake:  an  abuiulanee  of  fish /plenty  of  wood 
water  and  grass.    Distance  marched  t,)day  twelve  'miles 

July  24,  left  camp  Xo.  1.3  at  4  a.  m.  Traveled  north-north- 
west over  rolling  country  on  the  Cotea.i:  pa.ssed  a  number  of 
small  lakes;  road  rather  rocky;  camped  at  2  p.  rn.  on  small 
lake;  plenty  of  wood  and  gra,ss.  Distance  marched  seventeen 
miles. 

July  25.  left  camp  Xo.  Ifi  at  0  a.  m.  Marched  in  same 
direction  as  yesterday;  camped  at  !•  a.  ni.  on  south  side  of  a 
■ake  ot  a  circ„l:,r  form,  called  by  tb.e  s.-outs  Kettle  Lake 

July  26.  remained  in  camp.  Sent  detachment  of  infantrv 
cavalry  and  one  piece  of  artillery  to  explore  the  country  on 
.ames  Kiver  from  the  mouth  of  il.c  Kim  River  to  tin  mouil,  of 
.ae  Boi.e  Ilill  River,  under  command  of  Ca,,t.  L.  S.  Burton, 
Ihirti.th  ^Visconsin  Volunteers. 

July  27,  remained  in  camp. 

July  28  moved  one  mile  to  a  plea.sant  and  commandin.. 
ponnjOaked  out  and  went  into  perm.ment  camp  to  await  the 

*  Euemy  Swin 
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return  of  detachment  sent  to  examine .  the  country  on  James 
Kiver  between  the  mouth  of  Elm  Kiver  and  Bone*^  Hill  River. 
Throughout  my  entire  route  from  Fort  Ridgely  liere  I  have  been 
fortunate  in  obtaiuiug  good  camps,  which,  by  thrownig  up  a 
•few  rifile-pits,  rendered  them  easy  to  defend  in  the  event  of  an 
attack.  None  of  my  scouts  have  up  to  this  date  reported  the 
presence  of  any  hostile  Indians. 

41-Pt.  2-512.  JOHN  CLOWNEY,  ^Major.  Thirtieth 

Regt.  Wisconsin  Infantrv,  comma ndino-. 


Headquarters. 
Fort  AVadsworth,  Auuiist  1,  18(U. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Clin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Minnesota: 

Sir:  After  a  successful  march  I  reached  the  head  of  the 
Coteau  de  Prairie  and  camped  on  the  Kettle  Lakes  at  10  a.  m. 
on  the  25th  of  July,  and  on  the  2Gth  Capt.  L.  S.  Burton,  in 
command,  with  sixty  cavalry  of  Company  :\[  (Second  :\Iin- 
iiesota),  under  Lieutenant  Gardner,  one  niomitain  howitzer,  in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Western,  ^^'ith  ten  men,  eighty  infantry, 
imder  Lieutenants  Jones  and  Cassimcr,  and  Pierre  Bottineau, 
chief  of  scouts  Avith  tui  scouts,  1G5  in  all,  marched  for  James 
Rivtr  with  insti'uctions  to  examine  the  river  from  the  mouth 
of  Elm  River  to  the  Bone  Hill  River,  in  accordance  with 
instructions-  from  district  headquarters.  Capt.  L.  S.  Burton 
returned  with  his  command  after  a  very  severe  march,  and  is 
so  unwell  that  he  has  been  unable  to  make  a  full  report,  but 
reports  no  timber  on  the  Jam(\s  J^iver.  "Wliile  Capt.  L.  S. 
Burton  Avas  absent  to  the  James  R>iver  I  have  l)een  busy  exam- 
ing  the  country  around  the  Kettle  Lakes,  wliich  prevents  me 
from  making  a  full  rt'poi-t  at  present,  but  which  report  will  be 
dispatched  by  way  of  Fort  Abercrimbie  on  the  4th.  I  would 
respectfully  state  tliat  the  point  T  have  selected  for  the  fort  has 
no  dis-advantnges  that  cannot  ])e  overcome  in  another  year, 
and  many  advantaizes  that  cannot  l)e  obtained  in  any  otlier 
place.  The  old  grass  not  havino-  ])een  burned  off,  will  make 
it  troublesome  to  obtain  the  amount  of  liay  needed:  but  another 
year,  by  attending  to  linving  the  liay  ground  ])urned.  thero  will 
be  little  trouble.    There  is  timber  sufficienr  for  building  pur- 
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poses,  and  fuel  in  abundance,  with  good  water,  with  clay  for 
brick,  and  limestone.  The  site  is  the  strongest  without  improve- 
ment I  have  seen,  and  the  country  around  the  head  of  the 
C(  teau  is  far  ahead  of  my  expectations.  I  have  today  located 
Fort  Wadsworth  and  will  report  in  full  by  the  -ith,  and  hope 
the  commanding  general  will  not  think  that  I  have  neglected 
my  duty.  At  this  time  I  need  rest,  which  I  will  be  unable  to 
take  for  some  time. 

41-Pt.  2-514.  JOHN  CLOWXEY,  :\Iajor,  Thirtieth 

Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  Comdg. 


Headquarters, 
Fort  AVadswortii.  Dak.  Ter.,  August  1,  18G4. 
Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  :\linnesota : 

Sir:  Maj.  J.  11.  Brown,  chief  of  scouts,  reported  to  me 
on  the  28th  ultimo  with  twelve  scouts,  on  Special  Orders,  No. 
53,  from  headquarters  of  Northwestern  Indian  Expedition,  for 
further  orders.  Please  find  inclosed  report  of  his  march  from 
the  Missouri  River.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  forwarded  to 
the  commanding  genei'al. 

JOHN  CLOWNEY,  :\la.jor.  Thirtieth  Regiment 
Wisconsin  Volunteei:s,  Commanding. 

(Inclosure) 

Camp  AVadsworth,  July  29,  1864. 

.Maj.  J.  Clowney, 
Commanding: 

Sir:  Having  been  directed  by  Special  Orders,  No. 
from  the:  headquarters  of  the  Northwt\stern  Indian  Expedition, 
to  immediately  proceed  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  post  on  James  River  with  twelve  srouts  luimed  in  said  order, 
h  is  proper  I  should  report  to  you  tlie  ineidmts  of  the  march 
to  this  place. 

1  cros.sed  to  the  east  side  of  the  .Missouri  and  encamped 
on  Long  Lake  River,  about  five  miles  from  its  mouth,  on  Friday, 
July  15,  1864. ■  the  party  being,  fully  provisiuntMl  to  include  July 
25.  On  Saturday.  July  16.  I  marcln^d  about  twenty-five  miles 
to  the  head  of  the  Heaver  River,  wli<'rc-  I  remained  until  Mon- 
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day  morning.  The  distance  made  on  JMonday  was  about  twenty 
miles  to  a  camp  on  the  sources  of  what  we  supposed  to  be 
Burdaehe  Creek. 

On  Tuesday  morning  the  march  was  resumed  at  the  usual 
hour  (5  o'ck)ck"),  and  at  9  a.  m.  we  entered  an  extremely  rough 
(ind  broken  section  of  the  ^Missouri  Coteau.  Up  to  this  time 
the  few  signs  of  small  pnrties  of  Indians  that  were  discovered 
were  from  three  to  five  days  old,  and  tiie  quiet  condition  of  the 
buffalo,  antelopes,  etc.,  along  the  route  gave  assurance  that 
there  vv^ere  no  Indians-  in  the  vicinity.  Upon  approachiug  this 
broken  region,  however,  all  the  animals  appeared  frightened 
and  restless,  and  after  we  entered  the  broken  region  the  buffalo 
were  frequently  seen  j^assing  rai)idly  in  small  bands.  This,  in 
connection  with  a  fresh  pony  track  found  near  the  line  of 
inarch,  gave  evidence  of  a  camp  of  Indians  (or  probably  Red 
Jiiver  half-breeds)  being  in  the  vicinity  and  every  precaution 
was  used  to  prevent  a  surprise  and  repel  an  attack  should  it 
become  necessary.  About  9:40  a.  m.  Paul  ]\laza-ka-te-mannee, 
Avho  marched  some  dist:Hu*e  in  advance  ot  the  main  body  of 
the  party,  reported  having  seen  seven  lodges  "in  the  vicinit}^  of 
a  large  lake  some  three  miles  east,  lie  was  satisfied  from  the 
appearance  of  tlie  camp  that  it  was  not  occupied  by  half- 
breeds-,  and  from  the  large  numl)er  of  horses  seen  grazing  that 
it  was  a  larue  one,  and  the  main. portion  of  the  lodges  hidden 
fi'om  view  by  an  intei'venini::'  i-idirc  of  land.  The  want  of  water 
and  the  unfa vora  1)1  e  foi-malion  of  the  country  induced  me  to 
change  direction  to  tlie  south,  which  enabled  me  to  pass  down 
a  wide  ravin(\  where  our  march  could  not  be  discovered  from 
the  vicinity  of  the  camp.  A  mai-ch  of  a))out  five  miles  brought 
us  to  a  large  lake,  the  northeast  end  of  which  had  the  shape  of 
a  horseshoe. Tlie  grass  of  this  peninsula  was  very  short, 
except  in  the  innnediate  vicinity  of  the  lake.  I  selected  a 
pos'ition  for  a  camp  near  the  center  of  the  peninsula  beyond 
range  of  a  common  fus(»e  fi'om  any  sheltered  point,  and  from 
which  any  ai)proach  upon  the  surface  of  the  gi'ound  could  be 
rapidly  detected  in  every  direction,  f^arth  works  were  imme- 
diately commenced  by  as  many  men  as  the  su[)ply  of  tools  could 

"Thii:  was  Lon^  I.ai<e,  in  McIMieison  covnuy.  .^'<»uth  r>akota.  The  rifle 
ruts  du!^-.by  :»iaj.  Iltowti  are  still  discrt  nat)le,  accor<lin.i^  to  Gov.  Charles  N. 
llerreid.   who  owns  tiio  land   \s  here  the  catni>  \va.«. 
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accomodate.    T^vo  hunters  were  sent  across  the  lake  to  endeavor 
tc  obtain  a  further  supply  of  meat  from  a  small  band  of  buffalo 
grazing  near  the  lake,  and  the  renuiinder  were  employed  in 
cutting  and  carrying  grass.     At  6  p.  m.  the  earthworks,  in 
-connection  with  the  wagon,  cart  and  buggy  tliat  formed  our 
train,  were  amply  sufhcient  for  the  protection  of  the  men  and 
animals  against  any  attack  from  prairie  Indians,  with  their 
usual  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition.    Tlie  meat  of  a  fine  cow 
had  been  brought  into  camp,  a  supply  of  water  sutBcient  for 
two  days,  and  supply  of  fuel  had  been  secured;  a  supply  of 
grass  sufticient  for  the  animals  for  throe  or  four  days  had  been 
obtained  (and  used  temporarily  to  strengthen  the  defenses);  yet 
no  Indians'  had  been  seen,  althougli  a  close  Avateh  with  gbisses 
had  been  unremitted.    AVhen  1  crossed  the  :Missouri  each  of  the 
twelve  scouts  and  the  man  in  my  employ  had  twenty  rounds  of 
ammunition,  and  I  liad  1,000  rounds  additional,  therefore  the 
supply  was  ample,  if  judiciously  used,  to  meet  all  emergencies,' 
aud  with  the  advantages  of  location  and  with  the  defenses  and 
supplies  within  them  I  felt  secure  or  standing  a  fifteen  or 
twenty  days'  siege  against  any  number  of  prairie  Indians  and 
the  larger  the  numl)er  the  shortei'  the  period  they  could  devote 
to  a  siege.    Every  man  having  been  assigiu^d  the  position  he 
^^as  to  occupy  should  a  fight  occur,  each  made  such  a  disposi- 
tion of  his  cartridges  and  ca})s  as  would  enable  him  to  load  the 
most  expeditiously.    At  9  p.  m.  the  usual  guard  was  set  and  the 
rest  of  the  men  directed  to  lay  upon  their  arms  in  the  trenches. 
The  moon  was  at  its  full  and  the  night  clear,  so  that  with  the 
aid  of  glasses  the  guard  could  detect  the  movenu^nts  of  men 
aroujul  them.    I'ntil  i>  o'cloek  on  tlie  mornino'  of  Wednesday, 
July  20,  nothing  unusual  could  be  detected  ui  any  direction. 
About  that    time,   however,    three   horsemen   were  discovered 
passing  along  the  foot  of  the  hill  om-third  of  a  mile  distant, 
and  proceeding  toward  an  arm  of  the  lake  where  the  ruslie.N 
Avere  high  enouirh  to  cover  them.    The  men  were  immediately 
aroused  and  on  the  alert  watching  elosely  in  every  direction. 
In  a  few  minutes  (>thtr  horseman  were  se^.j,  approaehin,-:  und.'r 
cover  of  the  rushes  on  the  end  of  the  other  arm  of  the  hike. 
Sliortly  after  five  horsemen  were  discovered   approachinn'  tlie 
camp  from   tin    foot  of  ihv   hill.     Thry  were  allowed   to  an- 
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pioaeh^  within  about  400  yards,  when  they  were  hailed  and 
asked  who  they  were  and  what  they  wanted  at  that  time  of 
night.    They  replied  that  they  were  Sioux  and  wished  to  come 
to  our  camp.    Thty  were  told  that  no  one  could  be  allowed 
to  come  to  the  camp  at  night,  and  if  they  continued  to  ap- 
proach they  would  be  fired  upon.    Up  to  this  time  nothin^'  un- 
usual had  been  seen  upon  the  hill  north  and  nearest  to  the 
camp,  but  when  the  horseman  stated,  in  a  loud  voice,  that  they 
had  been  told  that  they  Avould  be  fired  upon  if  they  continued 
to  approach  the  camp,  in  an  instant,  and  as-  if  by  magic,  the 
hill  was  covered  by  horsemen.     A  conversation  then  ensued, 
when  the  Indians  said  Uu^y  wei-e  already  numerous  and  vrould 
eoon  have  a  large  accession  to  their  ninnbers,  and  that  we 
would  then  learn  who  they  were  and  what  they  wanted.  They 
were  told  that  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  approach  the 
camp  at  night  without  being  shot  at,  let  their  numbers  be  great 
or  small.    About  this  time  the  five  horsemen  again  began  to 
advance  upon  the-  camp,  and  large  numbers  were  seen  descend- 
ing the  hill,  and  the  s-oldiers'  war-whoop  sounded  in  all  direc- 
tions.   I  felt  satisfied  that  a  laisli  would  h-e  made  upon  us  in  a 
short   time  if  decisive   measures   were    not   adopted,   and  de- 
termined to  act  promptly,  let  the  consequences  be  Avhat  they 
might.    I  therefore  again  notified  the  Indians  that  if  they  ad- 
vanced any  nearer  to  the  camp  I  would  fn-e  upon  them.  The 
response  was  the  war-whoop,  closely  foli^nved  ])y  an  order  to 
fire,  and  the  report  of  my  carbine.    Other  scouts  firing  about 
the  same  time,  some  twelve  or  lifleen  shots  were  fired  from  that 
side  of  the  camp  with  cfunincndable  ra{)id{ty.  and  were  returned 
by  the  Indians  for  a  short  time  in  irood  style,  some  of  their 
shots  going  over  but  most  of  them  falling  short  of  us.  One  ball 
ordy  struck  our  rifle-pits.    In  an  incredibily  short  time  after  the 
iiist  gun  was  fired  the  fiat  was  cleai'  of  luilians,  and  we  had  the 
satisfaction  to  learn  that  from  fifty  to  sixty  Indians  had  been 
stationed  within  500  or  (iOO  yards  of  the  cam]>  ready  to  rush  in 
as  soon  as  the  signal  should  !)»:  given.    They  did  not  move  as 
carefully  and  secretly  in  returning  from  the  fiat  as  they  had 
in  getting  onto  it.    As  the  Indians  withdrew  we  ceased  firing, 
and  then  the  approach  of  a  larire  body  of  men  along  the  south 
side  of  the  lake  became  perceptible.    They  advanced  witli  yells. 
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but  the  war-whoop  was  seldom  heard  among  them.    As-  the 
party  iieared  the  end  of  the  hike  near  tlie  hill  they  were  urged 
to  ''keep  up  north  and  not  go  near  the  camp,  as  the  people 
there  are  fools;  they  have  fired  upon  us,  and  will  fire  upon  you 
if  you  go  near  them."  Another  talk  was  now  inaugurated.  We 
were  asked  who  we  were,  where  we  came  from,  and  where  we 
were  going.     They  were  informed  that  we  were  Americans, 
came  from  the  expedition  under  General  Sully,  and  were  going 
to  the  James  River.    Then  they  told  us  that  they  were  Yank- 
tons,  and  were  friends  of  the  whites.     That  many  of  them 
were  in  the  employ  of  General  Sully,  and  that  they  had  some 
troops  and  interpreters  in  their  camp  by  order  of  General  Sully, 
and  they  were  sui'prised  that  they  should  have  been  fired  on  by 
Americans.    They  were  told  that  they  were  not  good  Indians 
when  they  attempted  to  get  into  my  camp  at  night,  and  that 
Avhen  they  acted  as  l)ad  Indians  they  nmst  expect  to  be  treated 
as  bad  Indians;  that  if  they  had  white  men  with  them  let  one 
cf  them  come  to  the  camp  and  I  would  receive  him,  but  that 
the  Indians  could  not  come  even  after  telling  me  that  they' 
were  good  Indians.    It  was  now  daylight  and  an  interpreter 
ramed  Louis  Agar  approached   and   entered   the   camp.  He 
satisfied  me  as  to  the  character  of  the  Indians  and  twenty-five 
or  thirt}'  of  them  came  forward  with  a  ^flag  of  truce  and  ex- 
hibited their  credentials  from  General  Sully.    AYith  but  little 
subsequent  negotiation  peaceful  relations  were  established  and 
friends-hip  reigned.    There  were  about  -125  lodges,  say  500  men, 
many  of  them  armed  with  Springfield  rifles,  which  accounts  f or  • 
the  balls  passing  over  us  at  the  long  range  at  which  they 
fired.    They  said  they  mistook  us  for  jNIissouri  Indians  come  to 
•steal  horses,  but  as  the  discovery  of  our  trail  by  some  young 
men  who  had  been  out  hunting  in  the  afternoon  was  the  first 
information  they  had  of  our  being  in  the  country  I  cannot 
credit  them  with  s-uch  a  mistake.    ^Missouri  Indians  would  not 
come  to  steal  horses  with  wagons  and  carts  in  their  train.  The 
fact  is.  as  I  figure  it,  that  they  knew  we  were  whites,  and  al- 
though they  had  no  idea  of  killing  us  they  intended  to  sur- 
prise us.  and  having  done  so  and  got  us  in  their  power  they 
expected  to  extort  from  us  such  pi-operty  as  they  chose.  This 
idea  is  sustained  In'  their  dividing  at  the  foot  of  the  lake, 
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those  passing:  up  the  south  side  being  intended  to  represent 
another  camp.    In  their  first  conversation  they  said  nothing 
about  being  eniphn-ed  by  the  Government  or  having  any  con- 
nection with  it.    A  few  burnside  cartridges  brought  this  fact 
to  their  minds.  During  their  stay  in  camp,  which  was  but  s-hort- 
the  Indians  behaved  very  well.    They  were  very  polite  in  their 
requests  for  caps-,  matches,  etc.,  and  departed  in  apparent  doubt 
as  to  the  object  as  well  as  the  result  of  their  nocturnal  expedi- 
tion.   Although  affiairs  at  one  time  looked  serious,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  a  long  fight  was  so  dear  as  to  be  disagreeable  to  con- 
template, the  result  afforded  me  much  satisfaction  by  demon- 
strating the  sterlinLT  metal  of  the  men  I  had  with  me.    At  the 
most   trying   moment,   when    called  upon   to   open  hostilities 
against  a  host  of  men  within  the  range  of  their  sight  sufficient 
to  swallow  our  entire  i)ai-ty  if  cut  into  mouthfuls,  there  was  no 
wavering.    The  appal linu'  influence  of  a  first  fire  did  not  effect 
them.    They  were  cool  and  collected  during  the  entire  trouble, 
waiting  for  and  obeying  orders  like  veteran  troops,  and  ap- 
Ijeared  to  have  no  thought  but  how  to  kill  two  at  one  blow. 
With  such  men  it  is  safe  to  travel. 

We  left  camp  on  Wednesday  at  6  a.  m.  and  encamped  at 
3:30  p.  m.  at  a  lake  near  Divided  Hills.  During  this  day  we 
changed  the  direction  of  the  ronte  ft^om  east-southeast  to  south. 
This'  was  owing  to  the  rei)resentations  of  Indians  supposed  to 
know  the  country  thorouulily  that  the  route  we  were  traveling 
would  lead  us  to  the  Bone  Hill. 

On  Thursday  we  auain  traveled  south,  and  about  noon 
struck  the  trail  of  (Nilonel  Thomas  about  twenty-five  miles 
from  the  foot  of  the'  Missouri  Coteau,  where  I  designed  striking 
it.  I  followed  Colonel  Thomas'  trail  back  to  the  crossing  of  the 
James  Kiver.  which  we  I'eaehed  Sunday  morning  and  encamped 
Jibout  three  miles  al)(»ve.  nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of  T'lm 
Eiver.  Had  we  followed  tlu>  eonrse  traveled  from  the  ^lissouri 
to  where  we  met  the  Indians  we  would  have  reached  the  foot 
of  the  Mi-'souri  Coteau  on  Thursday,  and  within  a  mile  of  the 
oncampment  of  Colonel  Thomas.  At  the  Elm  River  we  met 
some  Indians  from  Fort  Thompson,  on  the  :\lissouri,  from  whom 
we  learn<Hl  that  there  were  iio  traces  of  troops- alono-  the  James. 
This  induced  me  to  r*  turn  to  the  trail  of  Colonel  Thomas  and 
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foJ]ow.it  a.s  far  as  Horseshoe  Lake  on  the  Coteaii,  both  on  ac- 
count of  water  and  with  a  view  of  strikin<r  from  there  to  the 
lower  end  of  the  timbered  portion  of  the  Coteau,  that  I  might 
follow  it  up  until  I  reached  the  trail  of  tlie  troops;  or  if  they 
had  not  passed  up  until  I  found  the  encampments  of  the  scouts. 
[  encamped  at  the  foot  of  the  Coteau  on  Monday  and  at  Horse- 
sh.oe  Lake  on  Tuesday.  On  Wednesday  I  left  the  trail  of 
Colonel  Thomas  and  proceeded  east  of  north  to  Burdache  Lake, 
Avhere  I  encamped. 

On  Thursday,  soon  after  leaving  eamp,  I  struck  the  hunt- 
ing road  of  the  scouts  ruujiing  northwest,  which  I  folloAved.  and 
after  traveling  .some  ten  luiles  pa.vsud  near  the  camp  of  Captain 
Fisk,  and  soon  after  reached  the  road  made  by  your  command, 
wliich  I  followed  and  reached  your  present  canip  that  evenino-' 
41-Pt.  2-5U.  J.  E.  BROWN,  Chief  of  Scouts. 

Headquarters. 

Fort  Abercrojnbie,  Dak.  Ter.,  August  2,  1861 
Capt.  E..  C.  OHn, 

Assistant  A(l.jut?tnt-( ieneral.  District  of  :\Iinnesota. 

Captani:  Upon  a  thoruugh  inspection  of  this  post  I  find 
its  condition  and  wants  as  follows: 

First.  Condition:  The  stockading  of  the  fort  has  been  left 
nicomplete.'  The  whole  of  the  river  front  is  in  an  open  de- 
fenseless condition.  The  mill,  the  horse  stabling,  and  work- 
shops are  on  the  line,  which  might  be  readily  fired  by  an 
enemy.  The  approaches  to  this  flank  are  easilV  nmde  under 
covtr  of  the  river  bank  and  completely  out  of  range  of  the 
guns-  either  in  the  bastions  of  the  northeastern  or  southwestern 
rngles  of  the  work.  These  would  be  the  lines  of  a})proach 
chosen  by  an  Indian  foe,  and  if  supported  by  a  well-directed 
lire  from  under  cover  of  the  stumps  and  logs  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  would  be  by  a  numerous  foe  successful,  or  at 
least  cost  tlie  garrison  much  blood  to  defend  it.  .Aloreover,  an 
attack  upon  this  liank  of  the  fort  would,  in  its  present  con- 
dition, involve  the  los-s  of  horses  and  commis.^ary  supplies  of 
the  post,  as  IxUli  would  be  readily  destroyed  by  fire.  True,  no 
apprehensions  jieed   be   apprehended   of  an    immediate  attack 
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upon  this  post,  yet  a  proper  regard  of  the  interests  of  the  ser- 
vice, the  safety  of  the  public  property  stored  here,  and  the 
security  of  the  garrison  demands  that  the  fort  sliould  be  put  at 
once  in  the  best  possible  posture  of  defense.  This  work  will  be 
done  as  soon  as  circunistanees  will  periiiit. 

Second.  The  wants  of  the  post :  Tiie  present  storage 
room  is  altogether  inadequate  to  the  Avants  of  the  post.  Thou- 
sands of  dollars'  worth  of  public  property  is  going  to  waste  for 
the  lack  of  some  place  to  store  it  in.  This  is  particularly  true 
in  relation  to  grain,  stoves  and  pipe,  tools,  wagons,  and  other 
quartermaster's  store.  A  buildiiig  for  a  warehouse  sufficient 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  post  can  be  constructed  w^ith  little  or 
no  expense  to  the  Goveriiiiieiit  beyond  the  purcliase  of  nails, 
door-locks,  hinges,  window-glass,  etc.  Shingles  can  be  cut  at 
the  mill  from  logs  already  in  the  yard,  and  all  the  other  lumber 
required  can  be  sawed  by  the  mill.  Logs  for  the  body  of  the 
building  can  be  procured  without  other  expense  than  hauling 
them  within  three  miles  of  the  fort.  A  guard-house  is  indis- 
pensable and  must  be  erected  at  once.  There  is  a  quantity  of 
squared  timber,  that  can  be  pui'chased  cheap,  owned  by  the 
battalion  sutler,  and  sulYieieiit  nails  and  shindes  are  now  on 
hand  to  complete  the  building.  Tliis  building  will  be  erected 
immediately,  as  it  is  indisi)ensable  to  the  interests  of  the  ser- 
vice. There  are  still  other  improvements  wliich  are  required 
for  the  health  and  efficiency  of  the  command,  but  as  an  inspect- 
ing officer  will  shortly  visit  this  post  I  will  leave  unmentioned 
in  this  connnunication. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
41-Pt.  2-529.  .         '  / 

C.  POAVELL  ADAMS,  :Major,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters, 
Fort  Abercrombie,  August  2,  1S64. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeni^rnl,  District  of  Minnesota:  " 
Captain:   iravini;-  i)een  infoi-med  yesterday  by  a  half-breed, 
one  of  Brown's  se-outs  Inst  winter,  that  he  had  met  three  In- 
dians a  few  days-  ago  on  the  prairie  between  the  Cheyenne  and 

27— 
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James  Rivers-  while  he  was  out  bidlalo  hunting.  I  this  morning 
dispatched  Quinn  and  Demarrar,  the  two  scouts  at  this  post, 
to  White  Bear  Lodge,  on  the  Cheyenne,  to  ascertain  whether 
there  was  any  considerable  body  of  the  Sioux  there  or  not 
I  thought  tliat  the  presence  of  the'  Indian  killed  by  Captain 
Donaldson's  men  at  Georgetown  a  few  days  ago  might  possibly 
be  connected  with  the  appearance  of  Indians  on  the  waters  of 
the  Cheyenne,  as  buffalo  are  reported  to  be  plenty  near  its 
w^aters.  I  will  inform  you  of  the  result  of  this-  scout  as  soon 
as  Quinn  and  Joe  return.  Everything  is  moving  oft'  smoothly 
here.  I  like  the  command  very  much.  It  is  composed  of  as 
fine  material  as  can  be  found  in  the  service.  As  I  anticipated, 
T  found  the  discipline  vt  vy  slack  and  Th,e  morale  of  the  com- 
mand anything  but  desiral)le.  Tlu-.se  things  arose  from 
causes  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to.  mention,  but  which 
are  doubtless  known  to  you  through  your  official  communica- 
tions with  the  battalion.  II()we\'er,  I  find  both  officers  and  men 
anxious  and  willing  to  do  their  whole  duty  in  the  serivce.  AW 
they  want  is  to  be  instructed  how  to  du  it.  ]\Iy  reception  here 
w*as  all  I  could  desire,  and  gave  me  assurance  of  the  fullest 
support  of  all  my  officers  and  tiie  cheerful  willing  obedience  of 
the  men.  I  have  l)een  able  to  get  at  all  the  facts  in  relation 
to  the  alleged  false  muster  of  Company  D.  These  facts  fully 
support  all  that  has  been  charged  by-  certain  of  the  enlisted 
men  of  that  company,  and  make  one  of  the  most^ glaring  frauds 
1  ever  heard  of  in  that  connection  in  the  service.  I  will  for- 
ward you  all  the  pai)ers  as  soon  as  I  can  get  them  properly  ar- 
ranged. 
41-Pt.  2-530. 

C.    POAYELL    A1)A:^IS,    :\Iajor,    Commanding    Batallion  ami 
Post. 


Heachpiarters, 
Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter.,  xVugust  3,  1S6I. 
Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant  C4eneral,  District  of  ]\Iiiniesota-. 
Sir:  -Please  find  inclosed  report   of  Capt.  L.  S.  Burton, 
Thirtieth   Wisconsin   Volunteers,   commanding   detachment  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  James  Kiver,  in  accordance  witli 
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instructions  from  headquarLcr.s  District  of  i\Iiiiiiesota,  dated 
.June  14,  1864.  Also  copy  of  Special  Orders,  No.  16,  dated 
July  25,  1864,  and  instructions  of  the  same  date  from  head- 
quarters Garrisou  for  Fort  Wadsworth,  all  of  which  is  respect- 
fully forwarded  to  the  commandino-  o-eneral. 

JOHN    CLOWNEY,    .Major    Thirtieth    Regiment  Wiscon- 
sin Volunteers,  Commandino-. 

(Inclosure  No.  1) 

In  Camp  on  Kettle  Lake, 
On  the  Coteau  des  Prairies,  Dak.  Ter., 
August  1,  1864. 

Lieut.  Thomas  Priestly, 

Acting  Adjutant,  Garrison  for  Fort  AVadsworth. 

Sir.    I  have  the  honor  to  suhmit  the  following  report  of 
an  expedition  from  this  cam])  to  James  Kiver  and  return: 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders  No.  16,  dated  at  head- 
quarters Garrison  for  Fort  Wadsworth,  Camp  on  Kettle  Lake, 
Dak.  Ter.,  July  25,  1864,  and   written   instructions  from  the 
same  headquarters-  of  the  same  date,  I  left  the  said  camp  at 
5  a.  m.  July  26,  with  seventy-five  infantry,  sixtv  cavalrv,  one 
mountain  howitzer,  and  ten  scouts,  with  seven 'days'  r'ations. 
Yiy  instructions  were  ''to  examine  the  country  alenig  the  James 
Kiver  hetween  the  mouth  of  Elm  Piver  and  th'e  mouth  of  Bone 
Hill  River,  to  ascertain  whether  timber  of  sufficient  amount, 
and  proper  (luality  for  the  use  of  a  military  post  can  be  found 
between  those  points."     We  accordingly  took  a  southwesterlv 
course  in  order  to  strike  the  James  River  at  the  mouth  of  the- 
Lim,  wliich  lies  in  that  direction.    At  11:30  a.  m.  we  reached 
the  Apple  Stone  Creek,  a  small  stream  of  good  clear  water, 
which  runs  southwesterly  into  the  James  River.    It  is  seventeen 
miles  from  the  camp  on  Kettle  Lake  and  four  from  the  foot  of 
the  Coteau.    Went  into  camp  at  this  spot..  Grazing  good  alonir 
the  creek,  and  the  men  found  s()rings  of  clean  and  cdol  water 
by  digging  a  few  feet.     Pierre  Pottineau,  our  guide,  reports- 
that  the  Indias  have  left  here,  probably  not  more  than  half  an 
h(,ur   previous   to   our   arrival.     Their   camp    fii-es   were  still 
smoking.     Mr.  Pottineau  lliinks  froni  the  appearance  of  their 
.  camp  that  tliere  were  about  ten  of  them— Sioux.    27th,  bi-oke 
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camp  at  4  a.  m.    At  11  a.  ni.  flaiikcrs  report  seeing  Indians  on 
the  right.    Having  a  long  march  before  ns^  did  "not  deem  it 
advisable  to  pursue  them.    At  12:30  p.  m.  Mr.  Bottineau  sent 
back  word  that  there  were  Indians  ahead  and  wanted  cavalry 
sent  to  the  front.    Ordered  the  whole  of  the  cavalry  forward, 
feeling  confident  that  the  infantry  and  howitzer  could  defend 
themselves  against  a  larger  force  of  Indians  than  would  likely 
be  in  the  vicinity.    About  an  hour  later  Bottineau  sent  back 
word  that  the  Indians  were  friendly.    At  2:45  p.  m.  reached 
James  River,  about  five  miles  south  of  the  Ehn.  Marched 
today  twenty-eight  miles:  no  Wciter  on  the  route;  some  fine 
spots  of  grass.     Found  the  Indians   (four  men  and  fourtt^en 
women,  with  tlieir  children)  liere  in  camp.    They  had  a  letter 
written  by  Lieutenant  ,  dated  at  Sioux  and  Chip- 
pewa agency,  July  18,  which  stated  that  they  were  friendly 
Sioux  from  said  agency,  who  were  permitted  to  go  out  hunting, 
and  would  return  in  a  few  days.    They  had  but  one  pony,  and 
were  very  poor.    They  had  killed  six  buft'alo  the  day  previous. 
AVe  camped  near  them.    As  we  approached  the  river  today  its 
banks  appeared  to  i)e  lined  with  heavy  and  thick  timber.  AYe 
found,  howevei',  ou  arrival  nothing  but  willows  and  a  few  scat- 
tering elms.    The  water  in  the  river  here  is  very  poor,  being  all 
contained  in  a  few  ponds..    In  some  places  the  river  is  com- 
pletely dry.    The  grazing  is  good.    28th,  broke  cinnp  at  -4  a. 
m.  and  proceeded  up  the  river.    Five  miles  from  camp  passed 
Elm  River,  which  comes  in  from  the  west.  Marched  today  fifteen 
miles  and  went  into  camp  on  Lake  Tehauchicahah.    This  lake  is 
merely  a  widening  of  the  James  River;  is  about  seven  miles-  long 
and  in  the  widest  spot  about  a  mile  wide:    The  grass  today  has 
been  as  high  as  the  horses'  backs  a  great  deal  of  the  way, 
and  has  rendered  the  march  exceedingly  tedious  both  to  the 
men  and  tlie  animals.    From  our  yesterday's   camp  to  Elm 
River  was  the  same  heavy  growth  of  willows  on  the  west  bank, 
but  after  passing  Elm  River  not  a  tr(M^  was-  seen.    The  waiter 
in  the  river  has  been  better  today,  although  poor.    The  water 
in  the  lake  does  not  exceed  two  feet  in  depth  in  any  place. 
29th,  broke  camp  at  1  a.  m.,  marched  up  the  river  twenty-one 
miles  and  camped.    AVere  delayed  in  the'  march  somewhat  by 
the  same  high  grass.    Not  the  least  sign  of  tindjer  today.  Water 
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is  good,  but  no  perceptible  ciu'reiit.  Grazing  at  our  eainping 
spot  not  very  good.  30th,  having  now  been  out  four  days,  aiid 
having  but  three  days'  rations  left  (seven  days'  rations  for 
the  round  trip  was  considered  ample  by  the  officer  sending  out 
the  expedition),  I  Avas  satisfied  that  it  would  be  impracticable 
to  move  the  infantry  farther  up  the  river  for  from  the  l)est 
iiiformation  1  could  ol)tain  it  would  be  at  least  one  long  day's 
march  to  Bone  Hill  River,  and  it  was  quite  ])robable  that  the 
march  could  not  be  made  in  one  day.  I  consequently  took  with 
me  forty  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Gardner,  and  ]\Ir.  Bot- 
tineau, with  eight  scouts;  forded  the  river  at  the  camp  at  4 
a.  m.  and  took  a  straight  line  for  a  [)oint  on  the  river  between 
Grizzly  Bear  Creek  and  Ibme  Hill  b'iver.  Frmn  this  point 
vre  could  see  (Jrizzly  Bear  Creek  and  the  river  all  the  way  to 
it.  From  this  point  we  followed  the  river  up  to  a  point  from 
which  I\Ir.  Bottineau  assured  me  we.  could  see  within  three 
miles  of  Bone  Hill  River.  AVe  then  slruck  the  river  about  six 
ndles  below  Grizzly  Bear  Creek  and  followed  it  down  to  our 
last  night's  camp.  Before  leavino-  camp  in  the  morning  I  had 
instructed  Lieutenant  AVesteri]  to  move  the  camp  back  a  few 
miles  to  better  water  and  gra^s.  AYe  found  them  ten  miles 
down  the  river.  We  reached  camp  at  6  p.  m.,  having  traveled 
sixty  miles  in  fourteen  hours  in  one  of  the  hottest  days  of 
the  season.  Xo  trees  of  any  kind  on  the  portion  of  the  river 
seen  today.  The  watei-  was  generally  good.  This  river  seems 
to  be  an  exception  to  the  genei-al  rule;  the  nearer  its  source 
the  deeper  the  water.  31st.  broke  camp  at  6  a.  m.  and  took 
a  southeasterly  course  foi*  the  Coteau.  ^Ir.  Bottineau  took  us 
in  a  direct  line  to  a  smnll  stream  of  good  water  at  the  foot  of 
the  Coteau.  Arrived  here  at  4  p.  m.,  having  marched  thirty 
miles.  Canq^ed  here.  Xo  water  on  the  route  tOviay.  Some 
good  spots  of  grass  on  the  low  s]X)ts  of  oround  in  the  prairie. 

August  1.  broke  camp  at  4  a.  m.i  after  marching  twelve 
miles  reached  the  camp  on  Ivettle  Lake. 

If  there  i^  any  timber  of  any  sort  on  James  River  between 
Elm  River  and  Bone  Hill  liivei-  it  is  either  between  the  latter 
point,  and  a  point  three  miles  south  of  it  or  between  Grizzly 
Bear  Creek  and  a  point  six  miles  soutli  of  it._Avhich  is  hardly 
possible.    T  regret  exceedingly  tliat  T  could  not  have  carried 
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out  my  instructions  fully,  and  have  seen  the  two  portions  of 
the  river  which  I. have  mentioned  as  not  seen,  not  that  I  think 
there  is  a  probability  of  any  timber  tliere,  but  to  enable  me 
10  make  a  more  satisfactory  report.  Had  I  marched  the 
infantry  to  Bone  Iliil  lliver  \vg  could  not  have  been  out  less 
than  nine  days,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  we  would  have 
been  out  ten  days.  This  would  be  rather  long  on  seven  days' 
rations. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  every  otBeer  and  soldier 
on  the  expedition  was  ready  at  all  times  to  perform  any  duty 
required  of  them.  :\Ir.  Bottineau,  our  guide^  rendered  incal- 
culable service,  seldom  failing  to  guide  us  in  the  most  direct 
line  to  the  desired  point.  The  distance  given  in  this  rei)ort 
will,  of  course,  not  be  considered  as  accurate,  being  estinuited. 
They  are,  however,  in  my  opinion,  accurate  enough  for  the 
purpose  required. 

L.  S.  BUKTOX,  Capt.,  Thirtieth  AYiscousin 
.  Volunteers.  Commanding  Expedition. 

(Inclosure  Xo,  2) 

Special  Orders.  X^x  16. 

Headquarter 's  Garrison  for  Fort  AVadsworth, 
Camp  Xo.  17,  on  Kettle  Lake,  Dak.  Ter.-,  July  25,  1S64. 
Lieut.  H.  H.  Western  and  ten  men  of  the  Third  Alinnesota 
Battery,  witli  one  mountain  howitzei'.  Lieut.  P.  S.  Gardner  and 
s\xty  men  of  Com})any  M  of  Second  .Minnesota  Cavalry,  Lieut. 
John  T.  Jones,  Lieut.  Samuel  Cassimer  and  seventy-hve  men 
of  detachment  of  Tbirtieth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Pierre  Bottineau  and  nine  scouts,  the  whole  under  command 
oi  Capt.  Lewis  S.  Burton,  Thirtieth  Wiseons-in  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, are  hereby  designated  as  a  force  to  explore  tlie  country 
on  James  Kiver,  and  will  commence  tlie  marcli  in  that  direc- 
tion on  the  2r)th  day  of  July,  18(34.  Capt.  Jonathan  K.  McKusick, 
assistant  (luarterniaster,  will  furnish  the  necessary  transporta- 
tion to  carry  out  this  order. 

By  order  of  ;\Iaj.  John  Clowney: 

THO^LVS  PRIESTLY,  Lieutenant  and  Acting 

Adjutant. 
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(Inelosure  Xo.  3) 

Headquarters  Garrison  for  Fort  Wadsworth, 
Camp  No.  17,  on  Kettle  Lake,  Dak.  Ter.,  July  25,  1864. 
Capt.  Lewis  S.  Burton, 

Thirtieth  Wis-consin  Infantry  Volunteers: 

Sir:  :\Iaj.  John  Clowney  has  selected  you  to  examine  the 
country  along  the  James  Kiver  between  the  mouth  of  Elm 
Kiver  and  the  mouth  of  Bone  Hill  River,  to  ascertain  whether 
timber  of  sufficient  amount  and  proper  quality  for  the  use  of  a 
military  post  can  be  found  between  those  points.  You  will 
accordingly  proceed  v.ith  the  force  designated  in  Special 
Orders,  Xo.  JG,  from  these  headquarters  to  the  country  above 
n)entioned  and,  having  made  the  necessary  examination,  will 
report,  with  your  command,  to  these  headquarters  without 
delay. 

By  order  of  .Alaj.  John  Clowney: 
41-Pt.' 2-546.  TIIO.MAS  PKIESTLY,  Lieutenant  and 

Acting  Adjutant. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn-.,  August  6,  1864. 

]Maj.  C.  P.  Adams, 

Commanding  Fort  Abercrombie : 

Major:    Information  has  been  received  at  these  headquar- 
ters  that    the    expeditionary    forces    ander  Brigadier-General 
Sully,  including  the  :\rinnes()ta  Brigade,  have  crossed  the  :Mis- 
souri  River  a*  Long  Lake  River  in  search  of  the  Teton  bands 
of  Sioux.    This  movement  is  altogether  unexpected.  General 
Pope's  programme  had  in  view  operations  by  the  troops  from 
this  district  on  the  nortii  and  east  of  the  :Missouri,   and  by 
General    Sully's   command   on   the   south    and   west    of  that 
stream.    The  effect  is  to  uncover  the  :\linnesota  frontier  to  the 
I'aids  of  all  the  ])ands  of  Sioux  on  this  side  of  the  Missouri  of 
v.diich  they  may  l)e  disposed  to  take  advantage,  necossitatimr 
dou])le  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  detaehments 
Ktationed  alono  the  line.     Von  will  in.press  upon   the  several 
officers  of  your  battalion   the  ner.essity  of  exercising  eonstant 
and  umvearied  watch  and  guard  especially  of  those  of  them 
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who  are  in  charge  of  detaehiiients.  You  will  also  require  from 
them  frequent  reports  of  the  condition  of  atfairs  in  the  vicinity 
of  their  stations,  to  be  communicated  from  them  to  these  head- 
i'.uarters. 

41-Pt.  2-591.  R.  C.  OLIN,  Assistant  Adjutau^General. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  .Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  I*aui,  ,^linn.,  August  8,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  Jolm  Pope. 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest,  IMilwaukee,  AVis;: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  received 
a  dispatch  overland  from  Bi-igridier-General  Sully,  dated  Fort 
Rice,  loth  ultimo,  a  cox)y  of  which  I  inclose.  It  contains  noth- 
ing of  special  importance.  Ala.j.  J.  R.  Brown,  with  twelve 
scouts,  was  ordered  by  General  Sully  to  report  at  Fort  Wads- 
worth,  and  with  that  small  party  succeeded  in  crossing  that 
dangerous  part  of  the  country  in  safety,  although  his  camp 
was  surrounded  by  several  hundred  Indians  calling  themselves 
Yanktons  at  night,  who  were  only  kept  from  taking  it  by  a 
coup  de  main  by  l)eing  I'oecMved  in  a  warm  manner  by  the  ten- 
nants  of  the  camp,  who  fired  upon  tliem  witliout  any  cere- 
mony. Some  of  them  subsequently  canie  within  hailing  distance 
and  called  out  that  tliey  were  friends  of  the  xVmericans  and 
had  papers  to  that  effect  from  General  Sully,  which  proved  to 
be  the  fact,  and  friendly  relations  were  soon  established.  The 
Indian  camp  was  composed  of  425  lodges,  with  between  500 
tc  600  men,  and  their  attempted  nocturnal  approach  upon  our 
people  was  certainly  suspicious  in  a  very  high  degree.  Alany 
of  these  savages  were  armed  with  Springfield  nuiskets,  accord- 
ing to  :\rajor  Brown's  account,  (^uery,  where  did  they  obtain 
these  arms?  There  is  a  large  camp  of  400  lodges  still  higher 
U|)  the  Cottau.  which  is  composed  entirely  of  Alinnesota  Sioux, 
including  AYhite  Lodge.  Sleepy  Eye,  Five.  Lodges  and  '  other 
bands  of  Sissetons,  who  are  op]H)sed  to  making  peace  with  the 
whites,  and  number  the  greater  part  of  the  most  desperate 
villians  in  the  country.  I  am  fearful  that  these  wretches,  upon 
learning  that  all  of  the  expeditionaiw  force  has  crossed  the  ]llis- 
roiiri,  may  attempt  some  demonstrations  upon  the  frontier.  The 
relations  of  the  upper  bands  of  Sioux   on  this  side   of  the 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


425 


j\iissoiiri  would  soan  be  siniplitied  and  proper  arrangements 
made  with  them,  but  for  the  persistent  and  mischievous  mter- 
ference  of  the  Red  River  lialf-breeds,  who  do  not  hesitate  to 
spread  the  most  astounJiny  falsehoods  as  to  the  mode  of  treat- 
ment experienced  by  those  who  have  surrendered  or  signed  the 
canditions  of  peace.  The  hitter  are  represented  to  have  been 
summarily  hung,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  correct  such  mis- 
statements in  the  face  of  such  inPiuences  as  are  perpetually 
at  work  to  counteract  the  ])enevolent  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Every  man  of  these  half-breeds  should  be  kept  out  of 
our  territory,  for  until  sonu:*  stringent  measures  ai-e  authorized 
to  l>e  takeii  hy  the  Government  these  people  will  be  continual 
bar  to  a  restoration  of  peace  witli  tlie  prairie  bands. 

I  have  received  dispatches  from  ^Major  Clowney,  of  1st 
instant,  from  the  head  of  the  Coteau.  and  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
copies  of  which  are  inclosed.  A  thorough  exploration  of  the 
valley  of  the  James  River,  between  tlie  mouth  of  Elm  River  and 
that  of  the  Bone  Hill  River,  a  distance  of  sixty  or  seventy 
miles,  by  a  force  under  Captain  Rnrton,  of  the  Thirtieth  AVis- 
consin  A^oluteers,  hns  verified  my  fi-equent  statements  to  you 
that  no  timber  for  a  military  [)0>:t  would  be  found  on  the  Upper 
James  River.  As  instructed  in  such  a  contingency,  i\Ia.jor 
Ciowney  has  selected  a  very  desirable  spot  between  two  large 
lakes,  called  Kettle  Lakes,  as  the  site  of  the  new  post,  and  he 
reports,  and  private  advices  corroborate  his  statements^  that 
the  point  is  a  highly  elitrible  one  for  a  fort,  there  being  an 
abundance  of  good  timber,  mostly  fine  water,  fine  clay 

for  making  bricks-,  and  excellent  limestone,  while  the  land 
itself  is  of  good  (piality.  In  my  judgnuMit  there  can  be  no 
better  site  for  a  commanding  mililarv  ])ost  than  the  head  of 
the  Coteau  de  Prairie,  and  failifiu'  to  lind  the  essential  material 
for  one  on  the  James  River  T  trust  you  will  be  pleased  witli 
the  locatie)n  selected.  A  d<*taibul  i-eport  will  be  received  here, 
probably  witliin  a  week',  from  Major  '7'lowney,  via  Fort  Aber- 
croml»ie,  a  QO[)y  of  which  will  b:^  made  and  sent  you.  ^lajor 
Adams  reports  that  a  few  Indians  have  been  reported  as  being 
discovered  near  tlie  (lieyenne  River. 

IT.  IT.  SlBLl'.V.  R>i'iuadier-Genefal.  Connnanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
■  Paul,  Minn.,  August  S,  1S64. 

lAlaj.  John  Clown  ey, 

Commanding  Fort  Wadsworth : 

Major:    Your  several  dispateJies,  three  dated  29th  ultimo 
and  two  1st  instant,  have  been  delivered  by  ]Mr   Braekett  at 
these  headquarters.    General  Sibley  would  have  preferred  that 
more  men  had  been  sent  with  Captain  Fisk  as  escort  to  the 
Missouri,  as  fifty  men  is  but  a  small  number  to  traverse  so  wild 
and  dangerous  a  country.    He  trusts,  however,  to  your  ^ood 
judgment  m  only  dispatching  so  weak  a  force  after  havin- 
received  so  full  and  satisfactory  information  of  the  absenc^ 
of  any  large  camps  of  hostile  Indians  within  striking  distance 
ot  the  route.    The  result  of  Captain  Burton's  examination  of 
the  James  River  valley  between  the  two  points  indicated,  m 
not  findmg  tnuber  sufficient  for  a  post,  was  anticipated  bv  the 
origadier-general  commanding,  but  it  was  neces>sary  to 'have 
the  examination  uiade  to  accord  with  General  Pope's  mstrue- 
lions  before  locating  the  new  post  elsewhere.    From  the  very 
meagre  outline  thus  far  received.  General  Siblev  is  disposed  to 
regard  your  selection  of  the  site  on  the  Coteau  de  Prairie  as 
being  very  proper  and  judicious,  but  he  awaits  the  promised 
report  in  detail,  to  be  received  by  tlie  Fort  Abercrombie  route 
vnth  some  impatiem-e,  that  he  may  be  informed  of  the  distance 
cf  the  spot  chosen  from  tlie  head  of  tlie  Coteau,  whetlrer  it  is 
nearest  to  the  eastern  or  western  slope  of  the  Coteau  the 
scope  of  vision  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  other  points 
which  are  equally  important  in   enabling  him  to  decide  the 
olioibility  of  the  site.    Of  course,  all  tliis  information  will  ba 
furnished  by  you,  also  the  distance  between  the  lakes  which 
are    improperly    designated    as    Kettle    Lakes,    for    the  body 
body  of  water  properly  so-called  must  l)e  considerablv  south 
01     your    present     {)()sition,     at     least,     such     is    the  crpn- 
eraPs    impression.      You    will    doubtless     have    ordered"  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  countrv  around  with  a  view  of  ' 
securing  a  sufficiency  of  liay  for  the  post  during  the  svinter  at 
the  nearest  and  most  convenient  point.    This  is  verv  important 
With  regard  to  the  request  of  the  Indians  for  subsistence 
you  will  inform  them  that  they  must  supply  themselves  with 
meat  for  their  winter  stores,  as  they  have  been  accustomed 
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to  do,  and  not  to  depend  on  being  fed  at  the  public  expense. 
Buffalo  are  represented  to  be  in  abundance  not  far  from  where 
tJiey  now  are,  and  they  must  not  expect  to  live  in  idleness  wiiile 
the  means  of  obtaining  food  are  so  close  at  hand.  As  a  general 
lule  you  will  be  guided  by  paragraph*^  1202  and  1203,  Revised 
Kegulations  of  1863,  but  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  permit  those  Indians  who  have  signed  the  conditions 
of  peace  vouchsafed  them  would  starve,  you  will  use  a  reason- 
able discretion  in  the  issue  of  rations  to  those  of  that  class 
who  may  occasionally  visit  the  post,  with  a  full  unders'tanding, 
however,  that  the  relief  thus  extended  is  exceptional  in  its 
character,  and.  as  a  general  rule,  will  not  be  given.  Several 
of  the  scouts  mentioned  in  Special  Orders,  No.  337,  from 
these  headquarters,  have  left  Gabriel  lienville  and  are  no 
jonger  on  the  list.  You  are  authorized  to  direct  the  issue  of 
rations  to  those  remaining,  with  their  families,  in  accordance 
with  the  order  referred  to,  and  you  vvill  duly  notify  ]ilajor 
Adjuns,  commanding  Fort  Abercrombie,  of  the  fact,  that  he 
may  direct  the  commis.sary  of  that  post  to  cease  further  issues 
to  these  people,  hi  case  any  of  the  sub.sistence  stores  become 
damaged  or  uJifit  to  issue  to  the  troops  they  will  be  passed 
upon  in  accordance  with  the  regulations,  and  unless  absolutely 
spoiled  used  for  Indian  issues-.  It  will  l)e  advisable  to  open  a 
weekly  comniunication  with  Fort  Abcrerondjie  by  means  of 
the  scouts,  so  that  the  mail  matter  to  and  from  the  post  can 
be  regularly  delivered  so  h^ng  as  the  season  will  permit.  The 
deep  snows  of  the  winter  may  indeed  interrupt  or  interfere 
with  the  regularity  of  such  deliveries,  but  it  is  important  that 
such  arrangements  should  be  made  for  frequent  interconnnuni- 
cation  between  these  Iieadqnarters  and  the  post  under  your 
command  as  the  remote  position  of  the  latter  will  admit. 

The  visits  of  the  Indians  of  the  lower  bands  of  Sioux, 
whose  homes  are  on  the  .Missouri  reservation,  to  the  east  side 
of  the  James  l{i\er,  siuniid  be  i)i-e vented  as  much  as  possible. 
Tliey  have  no  business  to  found  in  the  region  referred  co 
and  should  be  seid  baek  Avithout  ceremony,  except  ^uch  as 
appertain  propeily  t(^  the  famiHes  of  tiie  scouts,  and  they  must 
be  fe\\-  i[i  nuniber. 

41-Pt.  2-617.  ]{.  C.  OLIX.  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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City  Point,  August  9,  1864. 

Major-General  Halleek, 
,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  First  Regiment:  U.  S.  Volunteers,  composed  of  deserters 
and  prisoners  from  tiie  rebel  ranks,  is  now  on  duty  at  Norfolk. 
I  have  ordered  it  to  the  Department  of  the  Northwest.  Please 
direct  Pope  to  send  an  equal  amount  of  troops  to  General 
Sherman,  and  if  he  can  send  more  to  do  it.  ^ly  own  opinion 
is  that  two  or  three  regiuients  can  be  sent  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  tlie  Northwest  without  danger.  The  First  KeginiL-nt 
U.  S.  Volunteers  numbers  1,000  for  duty,  and  is  a.  first-class 
regiment,  but  it  is  not  right  to  expose  them  where,  to  be  taken 
prisoners  they  must  surely  sulT'er  as  deserters. 
41 -Pt.  2-619.  U.  S.  GRANT.  Lieutenant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Di'st  of  :\liun.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  Au^ist  9,  1864. 
]Maj.  John  Clowney,  Commanding  Port  Wadsworth : 

iMajor:  Herewith  inclosed  you  will  find  Special  Orders, 
No.  176,  from  these  iieadquariers,  appointing  J.  R.  Brown 
special  agent  at  Fort  AVadsworth  and  vicinity.  The  object  of 
this  appointment  is  to  have  an  experienced  and  competent  per- 
son to  communicate  with  those  Sioux  Indians  wlio  are  desirous 
of  a  restoration  of  their  former  friendly  relations  with  the 
Government,  and  tlius  relieve  you  from  details  which  might 
ctlierwise  seriously  embari'ass  you  in  your  labors  during  tlu? 
I.rogress  of  buihliiig,  etc.,  at  the  fort.  .Alajor  Brown  will,  how- 
ever, be  directed  to  report  to  you,  and  be  under  your  gon.-rai 
orders  and  directions.  T]ie  scouts  named  in  the  same  speciM) 
order  will  be  under  his  particular  charge,  but  also  subject  to 
your  superior  orders,  and  you  will  further  insti'uct  Gabriel  Ren- 
ville, chief  of  scouts,  with  those  attached  to  him,  to  give  all  the 
aid  Ihey  can  to  r^Iajor  I^rown  in  carrying  out  the  object  for 
which  he  has'  been  appointed. 

R.  C.  OLIxY,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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(In  closure) 

Special  Orders  No.  176. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Miun.,  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul  Uinn.,  August  9,  l-Snl. 

III.  Joseph  II.  Brown  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  cJiief 
of  scouts  and  chief  guide,  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  para- 
graph Y  of  Special  Orders,  No.  124,  current  series,  from  these 
headquarters,  and  is  here])y  appointed  special  military  agent  at 
Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter.,  and  as  such  will  be  borne  upon 
the  rolls  of  the  assistant  quartermaster  at  that  post  from  this 
date,  his  compensation  being  fixed  at  $5  per  day  until  further 
orders..  He  will  immediately  report  to  the  commandiDg  officer 
of  Fort  Wadswortli  in  pers-on  for  duty,  and  be  under  his  gen- 
eral orders  and  direction,  lie  will  receive  specific  instructions 
from  these  headquarters. 

IV.  Scott  Campbell,  Paul  Maza-ka-te^mannee,  Frank  La- 
Ciaire,  Cyril  Battlirette,  Hubert  Parisseau  and  Pierre  Durwan, 
scouts,  are  placed  under  the  jnirtundar  direction  of  the  special 
ao-ent,  subject,  however,  to  the  superior  orders  of  the  com- 
mandant of  Fort  AVadswortli.  Said  named  scouts  will  be  borne 
upon  the  rolls  of  the  assistant  quartermaster  at  Fort  Wadsworth 
from  the  date  they  may  be  or  have 'been  dropped  from  the 
rolls  of  the  expeditionarv-  force  to  the  Missouri  on  the  terms 
and  conditions  mentioned  in  paragraph  II  of  the  Special 
Orders,  No.  112,  current  series  from  these  headquarters.  *  *  * 
41-Pt.  2-628.  R.  C.  OLIN,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


.  '  Headquarters  Fort  AVadsworth,  Dak.  Ter., 

August  10,  1861. 

Capt.  K  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adutant-General,  District  of  Alinnesota: 

Sir:  On  the  4th  instant  I  made  a  personal  examination 
of  the  timber  on  the  ditferent  coulees  in  this  vicinity,  returning 
by  w^ay  of  ButTalo  Lake  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  grass  that 
might  be  obtained,  whether  sufficient  to  furnish  hay  for  the  use 
of  the  animals  to  be  kept  at  this  post  during  the  coming  winter. 
I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  timber  sufficient  to  build  and  main- 
tain a  fort.    The  grass\  although  sufficient,  is  difficult  to  obtain 
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cn  account  of  the  amount  of  dead  grass  which  has  accumulated 
from  year  to  year.    The  prairies  not  having  been  burned  it  U 
impossible  to  use  the  mowings  nuiehine.    In  an  ordinary  season 
I  thmk  there  will  be  no  trouble  in  obtaining  sufficient  within 
ten  miles  of  the  post,  but  I  think  it  will  be  necessary  this  season 
to  go  to  a  greater  distance.  Finding  it  impracticable  and  almost 
impossible  to  detach  a  sufficient  luimber  of  men  from  my  com- 
mand  to  secure  the  amount  required  for  the  coming  winter  on 
account  of  having  the  necessary  buildings  to  erect  for  protcc^ 
tion  during  the  winter,  the  time  being  short,  I  accepted  a  prop- 
osition of  :Mr.  ]\Iark  Donnie,  which  was  to  secure  the  quantity 
required  provided  I  would  furnish  him  the  necessary  imple. 
ments  and  a  proper  guard,  his  intention  being  to  employ  half^ 
breeds  to  do  the  work.    I  accepted  the  proposition  after  con^ 
suiting  with   Captain  :\leKusick,  assistant  quartermaster,  and 
deeming  it  the  most  feasible .  manner  by  which  the  amount 
required  could  be   obtained,   I   detailed   thirty   infantry,  ten 
cavalry,  one  mountain  howitzer  with  six  men  and  four  scouts, 
the  whole  under  conunand  of  Ca})t.  Jolm  Klatt,  as  guard,  with 
orders  to  make  an  entrenched  camp.    Mr.  Donnie,  after  pro- 
curing the   services  of  some   half-breeds,   moved  on  the  6th 
instant  about  seventeen  miles  from  tiiis  post  and  commenced 
operations,  where  he  is  now  busily  engaged  in  cutting  and  se- 
curing the  necessary  amount  of  hay.    Since  the  establishment  of 
the  post  I  have  been  making  preparations  for  the  construction 
of    all    necessary    buildings    by    liaving    all    the    men  not 
necessarily  engaged  on   guard  duty,   engaged   in  entrenching 
on   the  lines  as-  laid   down   on   the   plan,  and   securing  and 
hewing    timbers    for    the    block    houses,    preparing    the  saw 
mill  and  all  the  tools.     Captain  :\lcKusiek,  assistant  quarter- 
master, will  have   the  mill   in  operation  I  think  this  week. 
Some  of  the  whip-saws  will  be  running  tomorrow.    Some  men 
also  engaged  in  burning  coal  and  lime:  some  hauling  rock  for 
foundations  for  block  houses;  two  men  engaged  in  digging  a 
well,  and  all  the  men  busily  engaged.    The  work  under  Captain 
iMcKusu'k,  assistant  quartei-mastei-,  is  progressing  a^^  rapidly  as 
possible.    There  will  be  no  delay,  as  every  officer  and  man  is 
ready  to  do  his  part. 
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Pierre  Bottiueau,  chief  of  scouts,  has  been  busy,  aud  up  to 
the  present  time  has  not  seen  any  signs  of  hostile  Indians. 
Oabriel  Renville  has  kept  his  men  engaged  and  has  rendered 
^ood  service  by  urging  niy  men  to  labor.  He  has  sent  two 
men  out  to  within  fifty  miles  of  Devil's  Lake.  They  returned 
on  the  9th  and  reported  as  not  having  seen  any  signs 
of  hostile  Indians.  Up  to  the  present  time  I  have  not  heard  of 
s^ny  hostile  Indians  being  near  the  Coteau. 

On  the  btli  Gabriel  Renville  exhibited  a  note  (in  pencil) 
fron  tlie  commanding  general  dated  Port  Ridgely,  June  6, 
3864,  which  he  thought  would  entitle  him  to  pay  after  my 
iirrival  on  the  Coteau.  I  respectfully  ask  to  be  instructed  on 
the  subject,  lie  also  re([uested  the  use  of  a  few  scythes-  to  make 
liay,  Not  being  able  to  make  hay  without  them  1  instructed 
the  assistant  quartermaster  to  furnish  them  and  charge  thcni, 
provided  they  could  be  S[)arod.  Captain  ]\IcKusick^  ass^'st^.nt 
quartermaster,  furrdshed  six,  to  be  returned. 

I  would  resi:)ectfully  .slate  to  the  commanding  general  that 
from  all  I  have  seen  and  all  the  information  I  have  obtained 

ce  my  arrival  on  the  Coteau  de  Prairie,  I  am  fully  satisfied 
th':  the  point  selected  is  the  best  for  a  fort  on  or  near  the 

teau. 

41-Pt.  2-6-14.  JOTLV  CLOAVNEY,  :\rajor,  Thirtieth  Regt. 

AVi  scon  sin  Infantry  Volunteers,  Comdg, 


Hi adquarlcrs  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

.Milwaukee,  Wis.,  August  12,  1864. 

r>Iaj.-Gen.  TI.  AY.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Statr  of  the  Army,  AVashington,  D.  C . : 

General:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  telegram  of  yesterday  and  to  report  as  follows:  *  *  * 
In  (rcneral  Sully's  Di.vlrict  of  Iowa  about  two-thirds  of 
the  foi'ces  in  the  department  are  now  serving,  all  of  whom, 
with  the  exception  of  one  eonii)any  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  and  one 
company  of  Dakota  cavalry  at  Yankton,  one  company  Seventh 
Iowa  Cavalry  at  W'rmiliion  River,  detachments  of  three  cavalry 
<  -.Mpanies  at  Farm  Islaiul  and  two  companies  of  Thirtieth  AVis- 
con<in  Infantry  at  the  s;ime  place,  about  seven  companies  in  all, 
/'le  with  (Jeneral  Sully's  t  X[)editi()n.     These  seven  companies 
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are  posted  so  as  to  cover  the  frontier,  as  far  as-  possible,  dur- 
ing Sully's  absence,  and  could  not  ])e  taken  away  without 
creating  an  inunediate  stampede  of  the  inhabitants.  General 
Sully,  after  establishing  the  location  of  Fort  Kice  on  the  Mis- 
souri above  Cannon  Ball  River,  left  four  or  five  companies  to 
build  the  post,  and  on  the  IStli  of  July  marched  with  the  re- 
njainder  of  his  command  for  tlie  Yellowstone,  near  whicli  the 
combined  Indian  force  was  encamped.  Fort  llice  is  450  miles 
northwest  of  Sioux  City  and  cannot  be  communicated  with  in 
ies'3  than  twenty-five  days.  If  boats  were  there  ready  the 
troops  now  at  that  post  might  be  brought  to  Saint  Louis  (if  the 
Missouri  is  navigable)  in  about  twelve  days  more  by  abandon- 
ing the  post  and  all  public  stores. 

You  see  then,  general,  how  difficult  and  unfortunate  it  is 
to  take  away  any  of  the  troops  mentioned  before  they  can  be 
replaced  by  others,  and  that  even  if  taken  away  they  consist  of 
fragments  of  regiments  and  companies,  some  of  whom  are  not 
fit  for  serv^ice  South,  and  are  all  very  small  in  number.  All 
the  rest  of  the  troops  in  the  department  (w^ith  the  exception 
of  companies  Veteran  Reserve  Corps)  are  with  Sully.  As  I 
have  stated,  he  marched  on  the  ISth  of  July  from  Fort  Rice 
toward  the  Yellowstone,  expecting  to  fiud  the  Indians  some- 
where on  the  way.  lie  is  doubtless  now  returning  to  Fort  Rice. 
J  had  already  determined  as  soon  as  he  returned  to  send  South 
the  entire  Eighth  Regiment  ^Minnesota  Infantry,  who  are  with 
him  and  mounted.  They  will  return  to  ^Minnesota  as  rapidly 
as  possible  from  Fort  Rice,  and  will  be  immediately  sent 
S^outh.  I  will  in  addition  send  a  force  South  equal  at  least  in 
number  to  the  regiment  rebel  deserters  being  sent  me,  probably 
more.  If  Sully  is  as  successful  as  there  is  little  doubt  he  will 
1)0,  I  shall  send  from  this  department  in  addition  to  the 
Eighth  ]\linnesota  Infantry  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  and  the 
Thirtieth  "Wisconsin  Infantry.  A  large  part  of  these  can  be 
sent,  I  have  no  doubt,  from  Saint  Paul  and  Sioux  City  by  the 
la^t  of  September,  nearly  if  not  quite  as  soon  as  I  could  send 
for  and  bring  in  to  Saint  Paul  the  detachments  first  mentioned. 

All  the  transportation  in  the  department  is  now  with  Sully, 
with  very  small  exception,  and  the  great  difficulty  will  be  to 
get  the  troops  you  are  sending  to  the  frontier.    I  will  do  all 
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1  can  to  hurry  up  matters.  God  knows,  general,  how  glad  I 
would  be  to  send  every  man  in  this  department  either  to  Gen- 
eral Grant  or  General  Sherman,  where  I  know  that  more  men 
lire  needed,  and  I  regret  as  much  as  any  man  can  that  I  am 
compelled  to  make  this  report.  I  will  do  all  that  is  possible  in 
the  case. 

41-Pt.  2-675.  JNO.  POPE,  Ma.jor-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  .Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul.  :\!inn.,  August  12,  1864. 
]\raj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  ]\i ilwaukr^^ : 

General:  In  tlie  critical  and  complicated  state  of  our 
Indian  relations,  I  have  the  honor  to  offer  for  your  considera- 
tion certain  facts  and  suggestions,  with  reference  to  the  present 
condition  and  the  future  of  the  savages  embraced  within  this 
district,  which  may  be  of  some  value  to  the  Government  in  de- 
termining the  policy  to  be  adopted: 

The  number  of  these  Indians  is.  including"  men.  women  and 
children,  approximately  as  follovv's:  Peninant  of  the  ]\Iadewa- 
kanton,  AVaiipaton  and  Sisseton  Sioux,  who  participated  more 
or  less  actively  in  the  outbreak  of  1862;  not  including  the  pris- 
oners at  Davenport.  Iowa,  and  those  removed  to  the  ^Missouri 
reservation,  450  lodges,  containing  2.700;  bands  of  Yanktonais 
in  the  region  of  Devil's  Pake,  1,000  lodges,  6,000:  Sisseton 
Sioux  and  Cut-Heads,  who  did  not  join  in  the  massacres  of 
1862,  and  who  are  generally  inclined  to  peace.  200  lodges 
1,200;  aggregate  of  the  several  band.N  of  Chippewas  in  ]\Iinne- 
sota,  6.900;  total.  16.800'  Estimatinir  one  warrior  to  each  five 
individuals,  which  is  about  a  fair  ratio,  you  will  perceive  that 
there  are  on  the  ^linnesota  frontier,  or  within  striking  distance 
of  it,  nearly  3,500  warriors,  of  whom  about  1,800  are  now 
actively  hostile,  250  desirous  of  peace  and  1,450  (Chippewas) 
avowedly  friendly,  but  who,  in  luy  .jutigment,  would  not  hesi- 
tate at  any  time  to  raise  the  tomahawk  if  not  restrained  by 
the  fear  of  conse([uenees.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  greater  part 
of  these  Chippewas  woidd  liave  joined  in  the  war  upon  the 
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-whites  in  1862  if  Little  Crow  and  his  concentratecl  force  of 
Sioux  warriors  had  not  met  with  the  decisive  and  disastrous 
defeat  at  Wood  Lake.  With  this  exhibit  of  the  status  of  the 
several  bands,  the  question  naturally  arises  what  policy  shall  be 
pursued  to  close  the  Sioux  war,  to  secure  the  friendship  of  the 
wavering  and  discontented,  and  to  meliorate  the  conditions  of 
those  who,  accepting  the  terms  of  peace  vouchsafed  them,  re- 
turn to  their  original  position  as  wards  of  the  United  States 
Government?    'My  views-  upon  this  subject  are  briefly  these: 

No  permanent  peace  need  be  expected  with  the  prairie 
bands  of  Sioux  until  they  have  all  felt  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ar.d  become  convinced  that  they  cannot  successfully 
contend  against  it.  The  Sioux  on  this  side  of  the  :Missouri 
having  been  successfully  defeated  during  the  campaigns  of 
1862  and  1863,  confess  their  inability  fo  meet  our  troops  in 
battle,  and  would  probai)ly  all  submit  but  for  the  hope  that 
the  powerful  Teton  Sioux  will  concentrate  in  sufficient  strength 
to  drive  back,  if  not  exterminate,  the  force  now  in  the  field 
against  them.  Should  General  Sully  succeed  in  finding  these 
savages  and  defeating  them  in  a  general  engagemeiit  J  tbmk 
the  Sioux  on  both  sides  of  the  ^Missouri  will  be  disposed  to 
accept  any  terms  of  peace.  The  principal  dissatisfaction  of  the 
upper  and  western  Sioux  arises  from  the  fact  that  steamers 
ascend  the  ^Missouri  River  nnd  er.iigrants  to  Idaho  traverse  the 
prairie  by  different  routes,  which  they  insist  frighten  the  buff- 
alo and  drive  them  from  their  hunting  grounds,  and  as  game  is 
their  sole  reliance  these  wild  warriors  will  strive  to  interrupt 
^.nd  prevent  these  movements  by  force  of  arms,  until  they 
realize  the  folly  and  inutility  of  continuing  so  unequal  a  con- 
test. When  they  find  that  they  must  cease  to  depend  upon  the 
eliase  for  food,  and  must  Avork  or  starve,  Ihey  will  agree  to 
any  reasonable  conditions  the  Government  may  see  fit  to  impose. 

Your  plan  of  establishing  a  post  at  Devil's  Lake,  gai-risoned 
by  a  strong  detachment  of  eight  or  ten  companies,  will  enable 
V  e  (Government  to  assemble  all  the  Sioux  who  are  enjoying  its 
protection  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  that  post,  and  inider 
Ihe  charge  of  the  military  commander,  where  the  fine  quality 
of  the  soil  and  tlie  abundance  of  wood  and  water  would  enable 
them  to  support  themselve^^  by  their  o\v]i  labor,  with  only  a 
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cost  to  the  Government  of  necessary  seed  and  farm  imple- 
ments. The  great  advantage  of  the  location  is  its  remoteness 
from  the  frontier  settlements  and  the  security  of  the  Indians 
against  the  intrusion  of  improper  characters  from  among  the 
whites,  which  has  hitherto  proved  a  prolific  source  of  evil  tc 
these  people.  Devil's  Lake  is  in  an  isoiaied  region,  midway 
between  the  :\Iis'SOuri  Eiver  and  the  British  boundary  line,  the 
parallel  of  4S  degrees  north  latitude  passing  through  the  south- 
ern border  of  the  lake.  The  country  to  the  South  and  left  h 
the  inhospitable  and  l)roken  Coteau  of  the  ^Missouri,  unfit  for 
residence  or  cultivation.  On  the  east  aiid  north,  toward  the. 
lied  Kiver  of  the  North,  tliere  are  extensive  prairies  and  better 
land,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  white  will 
be  tempted  to  emigrate  there  for  half  a  century  to  come. 
The  course  of  the  Upper  Cheyenne  Kiver,  a  tributary  to  the 
Red  liiver.  is  at  its  neai-est  point  to  Devil's  Lake  only  a  fevr 
miles  distant,  and  the  valley  is  well  timbered  at  intervals  and 
the  soil  of  good  quality,  but  the  advance  of  the  white  settle- 
R'.ents  in  that  direction  will  not  probably  lake  place  for  many 
years.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  extends  there  is  no  other  spot 
in  the  prairie  region  of  the  northwest  which  promises  equal 
advantages  for  the  concentration  of  the,  ])ands  who  must  as  a 
matter  of  necessity  be  provided  l)y  th»:*  Government  with  a 
permanent  home.  The  Indian  reservation  on  the  Jlissouri,  to 
which  the  Sioux  prisoiU'rs  and  the  AVinnebago  Indians  were 
removed  in  1863,  has  been  tried  fcr  two  successive  seasons,  and 
it  is  .said  to  be  incapable  of  producing  such  crops  as  the  In- 
dians must  rely  on  "mainly  for  a  subsistence;  consequently  it 
must  be  abandoned  for  a  more  fertile  locality.  A  due  reo-ard 
to  the  obligations  of  the  Government  toward  the  bands  who  ai-e 
entitled  to  protection,  no  less  tlian  to  the  border  settlei-s  wlio 
are  subject  to  constant  annoyance  and  alarm  by  the  proximity 
of  these  savages,  demands  the  selection  of  a  district  where  the 
evils  attendant  upon  the  juxtaposition  of  the  two  race,--  will, 
cease  to  exist.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  if  your  pro- 
gramme to  establish  a  strorig  post  at  Devil's  Lake  to  afford 
protection  and  encouragement  to  the  Indians  who  wish  to  live 
at  peace  with  tlie  Government  was  fully  carried  out,  and  the 
several  bands  of  Sioux  invited  to  take  advantage,  of  it,  a  lai-ge 


436 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


number  would  immediately  resort  thither,  and  would  eventual ly 
be  followed  by  others  from  time  to  time,  so  that  the  \exed  and 
complicated  questions  connected  with  the  disposition  to  he 
made  of  these  prairie  warriors,  with  their  families,  would  soon 
receive  a  simple  and  comparatively  inexpensive  solution. 

The  same  general  plan  of  concentration  and  military  sur- 
veillance of  the  several  bands  of  Cliippewas  would  be  produc- 
tive of  like  good  effects,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  indicate  the 
exact  position  in  their  country  where  they  could  profitably 
cultivate  the  s-oil  and  at  the  same  time  enjoy  absolute  immunity 
from  the  encroachments  of  the  white  man.  It  is  becoming  more 
and  more  manifi-st  that  some  such  fixed  policy  as  that  indicated 
must  be  adopted  by  the  Govei-nment  with  reference  to  the 
great  tribes  of  Indians  north  and  west  of  us  before  a  per- 
manent peace  can  be  restored  to  our  extensive  border.  The 
general  and  natural  exasperation  felt  by  the  people  of  this 
State  against  the  Indians  in  consequence  of  the  horrible  out- 
rages perpetrated  by  the  Sioux  in  1S62  renders  it  certain  that 
they  will  not  consent  to  any  plan  which  does  not  involve  the 
location  of  these  savai^es  at  n  great  distance  froiii  their  frontier. 
In  determining  the  question  .of  the  disposition  to  be  made  of 
the  several  bands,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  for  those  in- 
dividuals of  Sioux  who  remained  fciithful  to  the  Government 
through  all  the  bloody  scenes  referred  to,  and  with  unexampled 
heroism  exposed  their  own  lives  and  property  to  destruction 
while  engaged  in  saving  the  lives  of  white  men,  women,  and 
children,  special  and  liberal  provisions  should  ])e  made  wliicb 
will  place  them  beyond  the  reach  of  want"  and  suffering.  Such 
an  exemption  from  the  common  lot  of  their  kindred  they  have 
well  and  richly  earned.  They  are  comparatively  few  in  num- 
bers and  tlieir  names  can  readily  be  ascertained. 

II.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigadiei'-General.  Commandino'. 
41-Pt.  2-676. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


437 


Headquarters  Fort  Abererombie, 
Auo:ust  12,  1864. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  ^Minnesota. 

Captain :  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  that  Joe  Demarrar, 
one  of  the  scouts  whom  I  sent  out  from  this  post  some  days  aiio 
has  returned.  Quinn,  the  other  one,  was  compelled  to  renuain 
over  at  Fort  Wadswortli  in  consecjuence  of  his  horse  giving  out. 
On  leaving  here  these  scouts  went  directly  to  White  Bear  Lodge, 
on  the  Cheyenne,  from  there  out  on  the  Coteau,  and  then  back 
by  the  way  of  Fort  Wavlswortli.  Oh.l  Joe  reports  having  seen 
several- places  where  considerable  numbers  of  the  Indians  had 
been  the  night  previous,  with  some  fresh  buffalo  meat  still  near 
the  fire.  Joe  thinks  from  the  signs  left  that  this  was  the  camp 
of  some  Chippewas  on  a  l^ufValo  hunt.  On  the  Coteau  he  saw 
five  Indians  whom  he  is  certain  were  Sioux.  As  soon  as  they 
observed  him  three  of  them  hid  behind  a  swell  in  the  ground 
while  the  other  two  beckoned  liim  to  approach,  but  being  alone 
he  thought  discretion  the  better  part  of  valor  and  dashed 
away  from  them  as  rapidly  as  his  jaded  horse  would  carry 
him.  These  Indians  were  all  dismounted.  A  private  of  Captain 
Donaldson's  company,  by  the  name  of  Baldwin,  deserted  from 
hospital  at  this  post  last  night.  lie  has  been  confined  in  the 
guard  house  for  some  time  under  charge  of  desertion.  About 
two  weeks  since  he  was  taken  quite  sick,  and  at  the  request  of 
Doctor  Braun  was  taken  to  the  hospital.  Some  time  during  the 
early  part  of  last  night  he  managed  to  elude  the  watch  on 
duty  in  the  hospital  and  make  his  escape.  He  was  a  British 
subject,  and  resided  at  ov  near  Fort  Garry"  prior  to  enlisting. 
He  will  doubtless-  make  his  wa\'  back  to  the  British  settlements. 
I  hope  Captain  Donaldson  may  fall  in  with  him  and  bring  him 
back.  Everything  ([uiet  liere.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  this  command  has  been 
greatly  improved  within  the  past  two  weeks.  Our  sick  report 
is  very  large,  including  the  light-duty  men.    Scurvy  is  makiuir 
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Its  appearance  among  the  men.  We  need  a  supply  of  beans, 
potatoes,  etc.,  very  much.  These  thin^^s  are  said  to  be  on  the 
way  here,  but  the  train  conveying  them  will  probably  not  reach 
here  for  several  days  yet. 

C.  POAVELL  ADA.AiS,  :\rajor,  Commanding  Post 
41-Pt.  2-678. 


City  Point,  Va.,  August,  13,  1864. 
3]aj.-Gen.  II.  W.  Ilalleck, 
Chief  of  Statf. 

Are  there  any  recruits  going  from  the  Western  States  to 
Sherman.'  I  have  sent  a  rogijiient,  1,000  strong,  a  very  excel- 
lent regiment,  but  composed  entirely  of  deserters  and  prisoners 
from  the  rebel  army,  to  General  Pope.  The  regiment  must  now 
be  in  New  York  on  its  way.  All  the  troops  that  Pope  can  re- 
lieve by  this,  increase  I  want  sent  to  Shernian.  Have  inspectors 
and  surgeons  gone  to  the  Western  hospitals  to  clear  them  out 
and  send  convalescents  to  the  front.' 

41-Pt.  2-680.  U.  S.  GPAXT,  Lieutenant-General.  . 


Headquarters  District  of  Alinnesota, 

De])artment  of  the  Northwest. 

]Major-Gen.  Jno.  Pope. 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Northwest,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of 
the  reports  of  :ilajor  Ciowney  and  Captain  Burton,  Thirtieth 
Regiment  AVisconsin  Vohuitcers,  relative  to  the  selection  of  a 
site  for  Fort  AVadsworth  at  Kettle  Lakes,  on  the  Coteau  de 
Prairie,  and  near  its  head,  after  the  examination  by  Captain 
Burton  of  the  valley  of  the  James  Pviver  for  a  distance  of  sixty 
or  seventy  miles  has  demonstrated  that  no  timber  for  a  jnilitary 
post  coidd  be  found  on  that  stream.  This  result  as  you  will 
recollect,  was  anticipated  by  me,  as  my  own  knowledge  and 
that  of  others  well  acquainted  with  the  country  had  led  me  to 
the  conclusion  that  no  suflicient  body  of  timber  was  to  be 
found  on  any  part  of  the  upper  James  River  for  even  a  small 
station,  far  less  for  a  post  of  the  mao-nitude  and  inqiortance  of 
Fort  Wadsworth.    The  selection  made  by  ^iajor  Ciowney  is,  I 
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have  no  doubt,  a  judicious  and  excellent  one,  being  in  a  direct 
line  from  Big  Stone  Lake  to  the  crossing  of  the  Missouri  on  the 
Idaho  route.  The  distance  made  by  the  odometer  measure- 
ment is  miles  from  Fort  Kidgely,  direction  northwest, 
and  I  estimate  that  to  Fort  Abercrombie  at  between  eighty  to 
eighty-five  miles.  The  latter  post  is  northeast  from  Fort  Wads- 
worth.  In  my  judgment  there  is  no  more  commanding  military 
position  in  the  northwest  than  that  of  Fort  Wadsworth. 

I  have  advices  from  Fort  Rice  as  late  as  the  18th  ultimo 
from  Colonel  Thomas.  The  wliole  command  was  under  march- 
ing orders  for  the  succeeding  day.  It  was  General  Sully's  in- 
tention to  strike  toward  Kainy  Bntte,  Avhere  he  expected  to  find 
?  camp  of  400  lodges,  and  thence  march  to  Powder  Horn  River, 
where  it  was  supposed  the  main  camp  of  the  western  Teton 
Sioux  would  be  encountered.  The  column  was  supplied  with 
rations  for  forty  days. 

II.  II.  SIBLEr,  Brigadier-Geiieral,  Commanding. 
(Inclosure) 

Headquarters  Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter., 

August  3,  1864. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Minnesota. 
Sir:  On  the  2Gth,  after  the  departure  of  Capt.  L.  S.  Bur- 
ton to  examine  James  River,  in  company  with  Capt.  J.  E.  Mc- 
Kusick,  assistant  quartermaster,  accompanied  by  a  proper 
guard,  I  visited  and  examined  all  of  the  points  of  land  inclosed 
by  the  cliain  of  lakes  called  Kettle  Lakes.  All  the  land  around 
inclosed  by  the  Kettle  Lakes  is  covered  with  excellent  grass  for 
feed,  and  if  the  old  grass  liad  been  burned  of£  in  the  spring 
would  have  produced  plenty  of  hay  within  seven  or  eight  miles 
of  the  fort.  The  general  shape  of  the  lakes  is  like  a  horseshoe, 
and  a  ditch  or  fence  across  the  entrance  half  a  mile  would 
inclose  several  thousand  acrt-s  of  good  land  and  many  of  the 
points  running  into  the  lake  covered  with  good  timber.  The 
land  is  rolling,  but  not  broken. 

On  the  27th,  in  coinpany  with  Capt.  J.  E.  i\IcKusick,  as- 
sistant quartermaster,  I  examined  the  country  on  the  ouside  of 
the  chain  of  lakes.    It  occupied  about  eight  hours  to  travel 
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around  the  lakes.  I  found  the  country  rather  more  broken  on 
the  outside  ride,  but  covered  with  grass  for  feed,  and  many 
groves  of  oak  timber.  I  have  found  but  two  places  where  the 
lakes  can  be  forded,  and  but  one  place  ten  rods-  wide  -that  is 
connected  by  land  excepting  the  main  entrance,  which  is  the 
only  place  for  loaded  wagons  to  approach  the  fort.  The  point 
I  have  selected  for  the  fort  is  on  a  ridge  running-  to  the  north- 
west, with  but  a  few  trees  near  the  fort,  Avhich  Avill  be  cut 
down  in  a  few  days,  and  the  ground  cleared  of  all  brush.  The 
fort  will  front  to  the  south,  and  in  front  has  a  fine  slope,  rising 
from  a  neck  (which  could  he  ditched  through)  between  the  two 
lakes.  There  is  a  fine  view  in  front,  with  nothing  to  cover  an 
enemy  for  half  a  mile.  The  block  house  on  the  southeast  cor- 
ner will  have  a  good  range  of  both  south  and  east,  and  the 
blockhouse  on  the  northeast  corner  will  have  a  clear  range  to 
the  north  and  west.  There  is  a  grove  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  to  the  northwest,  and  one  half  a  mile  to  the  south- 
east. The  entrance  to  the  lakes  is  a  mile  to  the  southwest 
of  the  fort  and  in  clear  view.  By  the  kindness  of  Captain 
Fisk  I  have  ascertained  the  point  I  have  selected  for  the 
fort  to  be  latitude  45  degrees,  45  minutes,  and  longitude  97 
degrees  30  minutes.  The  water  is  good  and  can  be  obtained 
with  little  labor  inside  of  the  inclosure.  The  fort  will  be 
almost  surrounded  with  water.  After  examining  Buffalo 
Lake  and  the  coulees  on  the  east  side  of  the  coteau  in  per- 
son I  think  the  selection  the  best  that  could  be  made, 
securing  more  advantages  and  fewer  disadvantages,  per- 
haps, than  any  other  point  in  the  Xorthwt-st.  I  shall  have  a 
fcketch  of  the  location  made  as  soon  as  possible,  but  without 
instruments  it  will  be  hard  to  get  correct  distances.  As  soon 
as  Captain  Burton  returned  from  the  James  Kiver  I  selected 
this  point  and  commenced  intrenching  and  nuiking  prepara- 
tions for  putting  up  the  buildings'  in  accordance  with  instruc- 
tions. I  would  respectfully  state  that,  from  all  the  information 
1  can  obtain,  there  are  no  unfriendly  Indians  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  post:  still  I  keep  up  the  guards  as  if  I  expected  an  at- 
tack. 
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I  will  send  the  mail  to  Fort  Abereronibie  tomorrow  and 
shall  keep  the  communication  open  by  the  post  at  least  once  a 
week  unless  otherwise  instructed. 
41-Pt.  2-695. 

JOHN  CLOWNEY,  :\Iajor  Thirtieth  Regiment. 
Wisconsin  Volunteers\  Comdg. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

O^Iilwaukee,  Wis.,  August  16,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  H.  IT.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  ^Minnesota,  Saint  Paul. 

General:  Please  send  to  Fort  AVadsworth  sealed  orders 
for  Colonel  Thomas,  to  ])e  delivered  to  him  when  he  reaches 
that  post,  directing  him  to  leave  at  Fort  Wadsworth  four  com- 
of  the  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry  to  relieve  the  com- 
panies of  the  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  now  there,  and  order  them 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  Saint  Paul,  picking  up  on  the  way 
the  other  company  of  the  Thirtii^th  now  at  Fort  Ridgely,  and 
to  proceed  himself  with  his  whole  regiment  and  without  delay 
to  Saint  Paul  to  take  shipping  for  the  South.  The  necessity  of 
troops  in  the  South  is  greater  than  I -can  venture  to  write  you. 
1  Avill  send  you  up  in  time  four  companies  (each  100  strong) 
of  the  First  U.  S.  Volunteers,  now  on  the  way  here.  These 
companies  are  made  up  of  refugeees  from  the  South  and  rebel 
deserters.  The  regiment  is  thoroughly  organized,  and  will  do 
efficient  service.  This  will  leave  you  in  ^Minnesota  sixteen  com- 
panies of  cavalry  and  five  comjmnies  of  infantry,  as  you  are  au- 
thorized to  attach  to  the  battalion  I  will  send  the  company  of 
Connecticut  cavalry,  the  otlirr  six  companies  of  First  U.  S. 
Volunteers  I  shall  send  up  the  :\Iissouri  River  to  relieve  the 
other  six  companies  of  the  Thirtieth  AVisconsin,  now  with 
Sully:  the  regiment  will  be  united  at  Saint  Louis  and  also  go 
sonth. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  instructions  on  the  subject  to 
General  Sully. 

JNO.  POPE,  Alajor-Gencral  Coitimanding. 
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'         ,  (Inclosure) 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  August  16,  1864. 
Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully,  -  ^ 

'Conimandiiig  District  of  Iowa. 
General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief, I  send  up  six  companies  of  the  First  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers, being  men  enlisted  in  the  South,  and  therefore  in- 
capable of  doing  duty  in  that  region.  These  companies  are 
designed  to  replace  the  companies  of  the  thirtieth  Wisconsin  at 
Fort  Bice  and  otlier  points-  below  that  post.  You  will  ac- 
cordingly relieve  the  companies  of  the  Thirtietk  above  men- 
tioned and  send  tiiem  by  steamer  to  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  directing 
the  commanding  officer  to  telegraph  me  from  Omaha  and  from 
Saint  Joseph,  so  that  proper  orders  will  reach  him  on  his  ar- 
rival in  Saint  Louis.  The  six  companies  I  send  consist  of 
refugees  and  rebel  deserters,  and  whilst  many  of  the  men  are 
excellent,  I  do  not  doubt  there  are  also  many  wlio  will  require 
strict  discipline.  Please  select  the  very  best  officer  of  your 
whole  command  as  comujanding  otlicer  at  Fort  Kice,  sending 
to  other  points,  if  necessary,  any  officers  of  superior  rank.  It 
will  probably  require  a  man  of  resolution  and  character  to 
command  such  a  post.  As  I  have  previously  written  you,  I 
desire  that  the  Minnesota  troops  under  Colonel  Thomas  to  be 
sent  back  to  Minnesota  immediately.  Please  direct  Colonel 
Thomas  to  leave  at  Fort  Wadsworth,  near  the  James  Eiver,  at 
least  three  companies  of  the  Second  Minnesota  cavalry,  but  to 
proceed  himself  to  Saint  Paul  with  his  entire  regiment  'without 
delay.  Of  cour.se  if  he  hears  of  any  bodies  of  Indians  between 
the  :\lissouri  and  the  James  liivers,  south  of  Devil's  Lake,  I 
desire  him  to  march  against  them.  The  six  companies  of  the 
Thirtietli  which  you  s-end  down  will  be  united  with  the  other 
four  companies  of  the  regiment  which  are  now  on  the  James 
liiver,  and  the  regiment  will  go  South  where  troops  are  more 
needed  than  I  can  venture  to  write  you.  Please  execute  these 
instructions,  general,  with  as  little  delay  ns  possible. 
41-Pt.  2-736.         JNO.  POPE,  .Ma.jor-Generak  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :\Iinuesota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  :\liim.,  August  16,  1864. 

]Maj.  John  Clowney, 

.  Commanding  Fort  AVad.sworth. 

]\Iajor:  Your  dispatches  of  4th  instant,  containing  details 
of  the  selection  for  the  new  post  and  covering  report  of  Captain 
Burton  of  his  exploration  of  the  James  River,  have  been  re- 
ceived, and  copies  of  all  these  documents  have  been  forwarded 
tc  department  headciuarters.  The  choice  made  for  the  site 
seems  to  be  a  judicious  one.  but  you  have  not  stated  the  dis- 
tance to  the  head  of  the  Coteau.  Some  alarm  has  been  oc- 
casioned in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  State  by  the  raid  of  a 
small  party  of  Indians,  wlio  murdered  two  citizens  and  wound- 
ed another  and  succeeded  in  escaping  Avith  nine  stolen  horses, 
although  closely  pursue<^;--#y  our  tiiiDops.  It  would  be  well  to 
instruct  the  scouts  with  you  to.be  on  the  alert  constantly  in 
order  to  give  notice  in  case  any  parties  of  savages-  are  known  to 
be  on  their  way  to  the  settlements, 

41-Pt.  2-739.  R.  C.  OLIX.  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General. 


Headquarters  Depart jiient  of  the  Northwest, 

:\lilwaukee,  AVis.,  August  17,  1864. 

:Maj.-Gen.  11.  AV.  Halleck. 

Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army.  AVasliington,  D.  C. : 

General:  Your  telegram  of  yesterday  has  just  been 
received  It  is  to  be  regretted  tliat  misrepresentations  from 
irresponsil)le  persons,  necrssarily  ignorant  of  the  facts  concern- 
ing the  otlicial  business  of  army  ofticers  charged  with  respon- 
sible duties,  and  concerning  the  number  of  troops  under  their 
command,  are  made  to  the  autliorilies  of  the  Government;  but 
as  such  always  has  been  and  no  doubt  always  will  be  the  case, 
there  is  no  remedy,  except  to  submit.  I  particularly  regret, 
however,  that  such  irrcspimsible  statements  should  have  any 
weight  with  the  Government  or  witli  any  of  the  military  author- 
ities in  the  face  of  the  ofHcial  returns  made  from  this  depart- 
ment. To  this.  also,  my  duty  as  an  officer  requires  me  to 
submit  without   complaint;  but  I  respectfully  represent  that 
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such  a  course  renders  the  position  of  any  officer  mortifying 
and  very  hard  to  bear.  I  have  fully  stated,  in  my  letter  to  you 
of  the  12th  instant,  the  number  and  position  of  the  troops  in 
this  department.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  a  copy  of 
that  letter*  be  furnished  to  Lieutenant-General  Qrant.  Under 
I>resent  circumstances  it  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  possible  at 
present  to  send  away  any  of  these  troops  until  they  are 
replaced  without  exposing  to  the  certainty  of  formidable  Indian 
raids  the  entire  frontier  and  causing  the  depopulation  of  all 
the  frontier  settlements.  AVhether  tlie  Government  is  willing 
that  this  should  be  done,  and  is  ready  to  resist  the  reasonable 
and  general  outcry  it  would  occasion  in  the  frontier  States,  I 
rm  not  able  to  judge.  Already  I  have  sent  away  more  men 
than  was  approved  by  the  district  commanders  on  the  frontier, 
who  have,  written  me  repeated  letters  setting  forth  the  absolute 
need  of  troops  I  have  already  sent  South. 

Of  course  the  exact  condition  of  affairs  on  the  frontier  is 
better  known  to  me  than  it  can  possibly  be  to  anybody  not 
possessed  of  the  same  accurate  and  constant  information.  Upon 
that  knowledge  I  base  my  opinions,  and  have  made  up  the 
judgment  which  I  have  several  tiines  communicated'  to  you.  It 
is  possible  that  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  have  judged  by  the  best 
lights  attainable  by  anybody,  and  with  no,  view  other  than  the 
public  interests.  If  the  General-in-Chief  thinks  differently,  I 
am  prepared  to  obey  any  order  he  may  give  me,  and  I  w411, 
on  his  order,  send  oil*  all  or  as  many  troops  from  the  depart- 
ment as  in  his  opinion  can  be  spared.  As  I  have  before  stated, 
it  is  my  own  opinion,  in  view  of  all  the  facts  in  my  possession, 
that  no  j)art  of  the  snuiU  force  on  duty  in  this  department  can 
be  sent  away  at  present  without  iniminent  danger  to  all  the 
frontier  settk^ments  until  the  troops  sent  ott'  are  replaceel  by 
others.  As  soon  as  the  First  U.  S.  Volunteers  reaches  me  a 
number  of  troops  equally  great  will  be  s-ent  South,  to  be 
followed  hy  others  as  soon  as  possible.  All  troops  now  hi  this 
department  are  so  far  out  on  the  frontier  that  the  tinu^  specified 
in  my  letter  of  the  12th  will  be  needed  to  assemble  them'  at 
the  nearest  points  where  transportation  can  be  furnished. 
41-Pt.  2-751.  JNO.  POPE,  IMajor-General, 

Commanding. 
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Ildqrs.  Dist.  of  ^Miiiii.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :Minii.,  Augus't  17,  1864. 

^laj.-Geiv  John  Pope, 

Comclg.  Department  of  the  Northwest,  ^Milwaukee,  Wis. : 
General:  On  the  8th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
you  a  dispatch  in  wiiich  this  paragraph  occurs.  ''I  am  fearful 
that  these  wretches  (AVhite  Lodge's.  Sleepy  Eyes',  etc.,  bands) 
upon  learning  that  all  of  the  expeditionary  force  has  crossed 
the  ]Missouri  may  attempt  some  demonstrations-  on  the  fron- 
tier." The  apprehension  has  been  verified  to  the  letter,  as  you 
will  perceive  by  reference  to  my  dispatch  of  13th  instant  and 
of  the  copy  of  information  froju  my  scouts'  camp  on  the  head 
of  the  Redwood  Eiver^  which  is  herewith  inclosed.  Not  less 
than  fifty  of  the  warriors  of  these  bands  were  in  the  vicinity 
of  our  settlements  three  days-  ago  in  one  body,  and  there  may 
be  other  parties  from  the  large  camp  on  the  Missouri  Coteau 
■mentioned  by  me  in  the  dispatch  of  the  8th  instant,  to  which  I 
have  referred.  To  guard  tlie  long  line  between  Sauk  Center 
on  the  north  and  the  Iowa  line.  I  have  an  available .  force, 
exclusive  of  the  recpiisite  garrison  at  Fort  Ridgley,  of  less 
than  300  men,  and  if  the  Indian>j  seize  the  opportunity  to 
precipitate  themselves  upon  the  frontier  in  force  they  may  do 
an  immense  amount  of  mischief.  I  shall,  of  course,  use  all  the 
means  at  my  command  to  clieck  and  punish  any  attempts  of 
this  kind,  but  neither  you  nor  inyself  can  be  held  .justly  respon- 
sible for  the  outrages  that  may  be  perpetrated,  for  both  of  us 
remonstrated  time  and  again  against  the  removal  of  the 
Sixth  Regiment  from  the  State  before  the  return  of  the  trooj>s 
dispatched  from  this  district  to  re-enforce  General  SuHy.  It 
will  not  ans'wer  to  iiiake  liglit  of  the  Indian  war  in  \vhich 
^ve  are  engaged  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  north  and 
east  of  the  ^liss'ouri  river  there  are  now  not  less  than  2.000 
or  2,500  Sioux  Avarriors,  four-lifths  of  Avhom  are  determined 
and  ])itter  enemies,  rendered  desperate  by  the  losses  they  have 
sustained.  I  dispatched  a  detacliment  of  forty  cavalry  from 
Fort  Snelling  on  the  night  of  the  date  Avhen  the  first  intelligence 
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of  the  late  raid  was  received,  and  tUey  are  now  available  fur 
service  where  they  are  most  needed,  in  addition  to  those  sta- 
tioned at  the  outposts  South  of  Fort  Iiidgely. 
41-Pt.  2-754.  H.  PI.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fort  AYadsworth,  Dak.  Ter., 

August  17,  1864. 

Capt.  K.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  work  of  erecting  and 
constructing  buildings  as  progressing  as  rapidly  as-  possible. 
The  men,  seeing  the  necessity  of  having  quarters  this  winter 
and  shelter  from  the  storms,  one  of  which  visited  us  this  week, 
are  working  energetically.  Our  saw  mill  commenced  running 
today  and  from  present  indications  I  presume  it  will  soon  turn 
out  considerable  lumber.  'My  scouts  have  not  as  yet  discovered 
any  hostile  Indians  in  this  vicinity.  I  discharged  one  of  them 
today  (Mark  AYells;)  for  general  bad  conduct,  neglect  of  dnty, 
abuse  of  his  horse,  making  false  reports  and  being  totally 
unreliable  on  general  principles. 

41-Pt.  2--756.  JOIIX  CLO^YXEY,  :\rajor.  Thirtieth  Wis- 

consin Infantry  Yols-.,  Comdg.  Post. 


Ildqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul.  :\nnn.,  August  19,  1S64. 

M'dj.  John  Clowney, 

Comnuinding  Fort  AYadsworth : 

Dear  ]Major:  I  have  your  private  communication  of  10th 
mstant  relating  to  the  su.pposed  existence  of  coal  in  the  vicinity 
of  Port  AYadsworth.  You  are  riglit  in  keeping  the  matter 
from  obtaining  publicity,  as  the  advantage  if  any,  is  to  be 
gained,  should  accrue  to  the  Government  in  the  first  place, 
and  the  fact  be  communicated  through  the  regular  military 
channels,  that  the  superior  authorities  in  ^Yashington  may 
give  the  necessary  diTO<?tions.  You  will  please  therefore  to 
advise  me  confidentially,  after  you  have-  made  the  proposed 
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explorations,  of  the  result,  ancl  if  the  discovery  proves  to  be 
valuable  the  report  will  be  at  once  transmitted  to  department 
headquarters  to  be  forwarded.  In  addition  to  your  ordinary 
official  dispatches  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  an  occasional 
private  letter  from  you,  giving  such  suggestions  and  informa- 
tion of  matters  about  the  post,  etc.,  as  might  not  be  suited  to 
an  official  letter.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  such  at  any  time. 
41-Pt.  2-776.  11.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :\linn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\linn.,  August  10,  1864. 

Maj.  John  Clowney, 

Commauding  Foil  AYadsworth : 

Major:  Your  two  public  and  one  private  dispatch  of  10th 
instant  have  been  received  at  these  headquarters,  and  General 
Sibley  instructs  me  to  state  that  the  progress  of  the  work  in 
erecting  buildings,  etc..  is-  quite  satisfactory,  and  he  feels  the 
utmost  confideiieo  in  your  ability  and  energy  in  pushing  for- 
ward eveiything  as  rapidly  as  possible.  You  will,  of  course, 
give  the  necessary  instructions  for  the  security  of  the  hay 
against  fire,  etc.  The  block  bouse  cannot  be  built  too  solid  and 
substantial.  The  general  is  |)leased  als'O  to  learn  that  the  scouts 
are  doing  good  service.  It  is  important  tlie  valley  of  the 
James  Kiver  as  well  as  tlie  approaches  to  the  ^Minnesota  River 
by  way  of  Lake  Traverse  be  closely  watched,  so  that  the 
earliest  information  of  the  passa.ge  downward  of  war  parties 
may  be  commuuicated  through  you  to  these  headquarters. 

*  *  ^  *  *  *  ■   *  *  #  ^  #  ■ 

Although  no  hostiU?  savages  have  been  discovered  in  the 
region  about  Fort  Y^^idsworth,  too  nuich  care  and  vigilance 
cannot  be  exercised.  These  subtle  and  treacherous  enemies 
may  at  any  time  be  lying  in  wait  for  stragglers  or  to  steal 
horses  and  other  animals,  whieli  should  never  be  left  unguarded 
for  a  moment.  You  will  please  report  the  arrival  of  the  force 
dispatched  to  escort  Captain  Fisk  as  soon  as  it  returns-,  as 
General  Sibley  feels  some  solicitude  for  the  safety  of  that 
small  command  in  traversing  a  country  where  it  may  be 
assailed  by  overwhelmino;  numbers,    lie  trusts  to  learn  soon  of 
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their  safe  arrival  at  Wadsworth.  The  papers*  of  the  18th  con- 
tain a  telegraphic  rumor,  originatino;'  from  a  paper  called  the 
Dakota  Union,  of  the  disastrous  defeat  of  Brigadier-General 
Sully's  forces,  but  General  Sibley  attaches  no  credit  to  it  what- 
ever. Still  that  he  may  have  sustained  a  reverse'  is  possible, 
and  in  view  of  such  a  contingency,  as  the  da^nger  of  a  for- 
midable demonstration  would  in  such  case  be  redoubled,  every 
precaution  possible  should  be  adopted  to  meet  it. 
41-Pt.  2-777.  K.  C.  OLIX,  xissistant  xVdjutant- 

General. 


Headquarters  Brackett's  ]\linnesota  Battalion, 

Fort  Union,  Dak.  Ter.,  August  21,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  ^Minnesota: 

General:  After  passing  through  the  Indian  campaign  with 
General  Sully's  expedition,  my  battalion  is  now  under  orders 
to  march  to  Sioux  City.  Iowa,  with  the  same  command,  from 
which  place  the  general  says  he  will  telegraph  to  General  Pope 
for  orders  for  me.  The  ol'tieers  and  men  of  my  command  have 
a  great  des-ire  to  spend  tiie  winter  in  ^Minnesota  if  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  will  permit.  I  shall  be  in  Sioux  City  hy  the  5th 
of  October  and  can  cross  to  ^Minnesota  in  ten  days.  General 
Sully  has  expressed  his  willingness  for  me  to  go  to  ^Minnesota 
if  needed  there.  I  would  therefore  nu)st  respectfully  ask  that 
orders  for  my  return  be  sent  to  Sioux  City  to  await  our 
arrival. 

41-Pt.  2-798.  A.  B.  BRACKETT,  .Major,  Connnanding 

Battalion. 


Special  Orders  No  129. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

Milwaukee.  AVis.,  August  22,  18(j4. 
I.  The  six  companies  of  the  Pirst  Kegiment  U.  S.  Volun- 
teers novN^  at  Saint  Louis,  :\Io.,  under  the  command  of  Col.  C. 
A  R.  Dimon  will,  under  the  direction  of  Col.  F.  Myers,  chief 
quartermaster.  Department  of  the  Xonhwt'st,  immediately  take 
boat  up  thf  :Missouri  River,  destination  Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter. 
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On  arrival  at  Fort  Rice  Col.  C.  A.  R.  Dimoii  will  report  him- 
self and  command  to  Brig.-Gen.  SuUy,  coinmanding  North- 
western Indian  Expedition.  Should  General  Sully  not  be  ai 
Fort  Rice,  Colonel  Dimon  will  await  his  arrival  there,  detaining 
the  boat  Avhich  transports  his  coiiniiand.  Instructions  for 
General  Sully  will  be  handed  Colonel  Dinion  by  Colonel 
Myers  for  delivery  to  General  Sully. 

II.  Colonel  F.  Myers,  chief  quartenuaster  Department  of 
the  Northwest,  will  proceed  to  Saint  J.ouis,  Mo.,  in  execution 
of  so  much  of  the  above  order  as  pertains  to  shipping  of 
troops  from  that  point,  having  completed  which  he  will  return 
without  delay  to  those  head(iu;irters. 

41-Pt.  2-813.  J.  F.  .MELIXE,  Acting  Assistant 

Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dg])!.  of  the  Northwes-t, 

Saint  l^aul,  Minn.,  August  22,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  Joini  Pope, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Northwest,  :\lilwaukee,  Wis.: 
General:    I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  your  dispatches 
of  the  16th  instant,  conveying  instructions  and  covering  copy  of 
dispatch  to  Brigadier-General   Sully,   was  only  received  this 
morning.    The  extremely  low  stage  of  water  in  the  Mississippi, 
has  so  seriously  interrupted  the  navioation  of  the  river  by  even 
the  smallest   class  of  steamers  that  any  further  attempts  of 
boats  to  reach  this  city  are  about  to  be  abandoned  and  com- 
munication overland  to  some  point  oji  the  river  below  resorted 
to.    The  mail  of  this  moi'nin-  is  the  first  that  has  reached  here 
since  the  19th  instant.    Vour  directions  will  be  communicated 
in  the  form  of  sealed  orders,  ad(lres-<ed  to  Colonel  Thonuas,  at 
Fort  WadsAvorth,  and  no  time  will  be  lost  after  the  return  of 
the  expeditionary  force  in  carrying  out  the  details.         *  * 
I  have  directed  .Major  Clowney  to  open  a  weekly  comnnniica- 
tion  via  Fort  Abererond)ie,  by  ni-ans  of  his  scouts,  so  that  the 
mail  matter  for  AVadsworth  is  sent  direct  to  that  post. 
41-Pt.  2-814.  H.  II.  SIP^LEY,  Hrigadier-General, 

Commanding. 

29— 
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:  Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :Miiui.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  August  23,  18G4. 

Col.  M.  T.  Thomas, 

Comdg.  Expeditionary  Force,  Ft.  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter. : 
Colonel:  In  compliance'  with  instructions  from  Major- 
General  Pope,  commandin^r  the  department,  dated  16th  instant, 
you  are  directed  on  your  arrival  with  your  returning  command 
at  Fort  Wadsworth  to  detail  four  companies  of  vSecond  IMinne- 
sota  Cavalry  to  relieve  the'  three  companies  of  Thirtieth  Wis- 
consin Volunteers  in  garrison  at  P^ort  AVadsworth.  Maj.  R.  H. 
Rose,  Second  ^Minnesota  Cavalry,  will  he  placed  in  command 
until  further  orders.  INFa.ior  Clowney  upon  being  relieved  will 
march  immediately  via  Fort  liidgely  to  Saint  Paul  with  the 
companies  of  the  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  Volunteers.  At  Fort 
Kidgely  lie  will  be  .joined  by  the  company  of  the  same  regi- 
ment now  doing  garrison  duty  at  that  pos't.  You  will,  after 
leaving  Fort  Wadswoith,  take  up  the  line  of  march  to  Saint 
Paul  by  way  of  Fort  Ridgely  with  your  entire  command  with- 
ont  nnnecessary  delay,  but  should  there  be  anywhere  in  the 
vicinity  of  your  route  any  camp  or  body  of  hostile  Indians  you 
are  authorized  to  attack  them  and  destroy  them  if  possible. 
The  remainder  of  your  force  will  be  left  at  Fort  Ridgely  unless 
you  receive  other  order  on  arriving  at, that  point.  The  destina- 
tion of  your  regiment  is  South,  but  to  what  point  has  not  been 
communicated. 

41-Pt.  2-814.  It.  IT.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :Minn..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul  .Minn.,  August  22,  1864. 

Maj.  John  Clowney, 

Commanding  Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter.: 

Major:  In  accordance  with  orders*  from  ^Major-General 
Pope,  commanding  the  department.  Colonel  Thomas  will,  upon 
his  return  with  the  expeditionary  force  to  the  post  under  your 
command,  relieve  the  three  companies  of  the  Thirtieth  Wis- 
cousin  Volunteers  with  a  detachment  of  the  Second  [Minnesota 
Cavali-y    undin-   ^lajor    K'ose.     Fpon    being   relieved   you  will 
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march  without  delay  with  the  three  companies  of  your  re-inient 
to  Fort  Kid-ely.  where  you  will  contimie  the  march  to^  Saint 
Paul  and  report  on  your  arrival  to  the  brioadier-o-eneral  com- 
niandiDg  for  further  orders.  It  is  expected  that  there  will  be 
r.o  unnecessary  delay  in  executing  these  instructions  after  vou 
and  your  comuiand  have  been  relieved. 

41-Pt.  2-815.  K.  C.  OLIX,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General. 

Headquarters  Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter.. 

^  ^  August  30,  1861. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

xVssistant  Ad.jutant-Gencral,  District  of  .Minnesota: 

Sn-  Please  find  inclosed  the  repoi't  of  Lieutenant  Phillips 
commanding  escort  to  Captain  Fish's  train  to  the  .Alissouri 
luver.'  He  returned  to  this  post  on  tlu^  29th  instant.  A]so  the 
report  of  Lieutenant  Gardner,  Company  Second  Cavalry 
who  left  this  post  on  the  2i]tii  instant  with  ten  men  of  his  com- 
pany and  eleven  scouts,  in  charge  of  Gabriel  Kenville.  I  ap- 
proved of  the  course  taken  by  Lieutenant  Phillips  in  reo-ard 
to  his  acting  as  escort  to  Captani  Fish's  train  farther  than  the 
Missouri  Kiver,  and  would  rcspectfuUv  ask  instructions  should 
any  similar  case  arise. 

JOHX  CLOWXEV,  .Major.  Thirtieth  Regiment 
AVisconsin  Vol.  Infantry.  Comdg. 
(Inclosure  X^'o.  1) 

Fort  AVadsworth.  Dak.  Ter.,  Auunst  29,  1864. 
Maj.  John  Clowney, 

Commanding  Post,  Fort  AVadsworth: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  approval  the 
following  report  of  my  marcli  from  this  post  to  Fort  Kice  on 
the  :\lissouri,  also  of  my  return  march  from  that  post.  I  left 
post  on  the  1st  day  of  Auunst.  18(54,  in  pursuance  of  the  follow- 
ing order: 

Special  Orders  Xo.  19. 
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Ildqrs.  Garrison  for  Fort  AVndsworth,  Dak.  Ter. 

Camp  on  Kettle  Lake,  July  31,  1864. 

Captain  Bonhani,  Conipnny  I,  Second  ^linnesota  Cavalry, 
Avill  detail  one  officer  and  fifty  men*  of  Lis  conniiand  to  escort 
tlie  emigrant  train  under  command  of  Captain  Fisk  to  the 
Missouri  Kiver,  after  Avliich  they  will  report  to  these  head- 
quarters without  delay. 

By  order  of  .Maj.  John  Clowney: 

THOS.  PEIlvSTLEY, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Adjutant. 

After  leaving  this  post  I  followed  the  trail  established  by 
your  scouts  through  to  the  James  Eiver,  on  which  stream  Vv^e 
camped  on  the  night  of  the  2d  instant.  We  found  there  a  camp 
of  about  fifteen  or  twenty  Indians  with  their  families.  They 
had  a  pass  signed  by  General  Sull\',  giviug  them  permission  to 
hunt  buffalo  along  the  river.  From  the  James  River  we  took 
a  northwest  conrse,  making  a  new  trail  north  of  any  of  those 
I>reviously  established.  On  the  6th  we  crossed  a  fresh  Indian 
trail  leading  to  the  west  of  us.  and  on  the  next  day  our  scouts 
discovered  a  camp  whicii  had  been  lately  deserted,  and  wliere 
they  calculated  some  700  or  SOO  Indians  had  been  lately 
encamped.  On  the  Sth  we  struck  the  foot  of  the  Coteau  of  the 
^Missouri,  where  we  camped  at  noon.  Here  we'  found  strong 
indications  of  the  presence  of  Indians,  the  clierry  bushes,  which 
they  had  cut  in  great  quantities-,  not  being  yet  wilted.  One  of 
my  men  foiuid  a  small  brass  kettle  which  they  had  left  in  the 
bushes.  "We  found  their  camping  place  in  a  deep  ravine.  At 
the  head  of  the  ravine  we  discovered  a  stick,  split  and  stuck 
in  the  ground,  another  stielv  being  inserted  in  the  split,  pointing 
west.  The  ])oinr  of  the  stick  was  painted  red.  Aiu)tlier  one 
was  found  pointhig  in  the  same  direction  with  a  piece  of> 
calico  attached  to  the  point.    No  trail  Avas  found. 

On  Sunday,  the  14th  instant,  my  flankej-s  brought  in  a 
detachment  of  thirty-two  Sioux  chiefs-  armed  with  a  pass  from 
General  Sully.  They  said  they  were  on  their  way  to  Fort 
Rico  to  get  permis/sion  from  tlic  {)ost  commander  to  go  farther 
South.  They  stated  that  on  the  night  of  the  11th  we  camped 
within  four  niiles  and  a  half  of  their  bamls,  Aviiich  numi)ers 
about  900.  We  reached  Fort  Rice  on  the  l.">tli  instant  about 
noon,  and  reported  to  Colonel  Daniel  J.  r)i]l.  con)nuinding  that 
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post.    Oil  the  16th  instant  I  received  the  following-  order  from 
Captain  Fisk: 

Fort  Kiee,  Dak.  Ter.,  August  16,  1S6-1. 

Lieutenant  Phillips, 

Commanding  Detachment  Company  I,  Second  ^Minnesota 
Cavalry : 

Sir:  Upon  iny  arrival  here  I  find  that  by  the  failure  of 
mails,  or  from  sonie  otlier  cause.  General  Sully  did  not  receive 
the  instructions  from  (Jeneral  Po})e  (of  whieh  I  have  a  copy) 
directing  him  to  furnish,  if  p()ssil)le,  a  cavalry  escort  for  my 
emigrant  train  (this  to  the  Yellowstone),  and  that  there  are  no 
mounted  troops  at  this  or  other  posts  to  be  spared  for  further 
escort.  AVherefore  I  call  upon  you  to  continue  to  perform  for 
me,  with  the  detachment  you  have,  such  scoutiug  and  guard 
duty  as  nuiy  i)e  reiiuired  from  litTc  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Horn, 
upon  the  Yellowstone,  from  whiidi  point,  or  perhaps  sooner,  you 
will  return  over  the  same  trail,  via  this  post,  to  Fort  Wads- 
worth.  You  Avill  provide  yourself  with  thirty  days'  rations  for 
forty-five  men,  and  be  in  readiness  to  start  with  me  by  .Mon- 
day*next.  the  22d  instant.  What  seems  to  me  to  be  an  absolute 
emergency  impels  me  to  make  this  demaiuf,  and  I  trust  you  \vill 
cheerfully  comply.  I  will  endeavor  to  comnuuiicate  with  ]\fajor 
Clowney  and  to  inform  him  what  I  have  been  obliged  to  do  in 
the  premises. 

JAMES  U  FiSK, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
Commanding    North    Overland    Expedition    for    Protection  of 
Emigrants. 

To  which  order  Colonel  Dill  annexed  the  following  ap- 
proval : 

This  ai)pears  to  be  a  reasonal)le  demand,  inasmuch  as  there 
ai-e  no  mounted  troo{)s  at  this  post  or  others  to  spare,  and  I 
think  it  necessary  that  Captain  Fisk  should  have  an  escort. 

DAXL.  J.  DILL, 
Colonel  Thirtieth  AVisconsin  Infantiy  Vols.,  Comdg.  Fort  Pice, 
Dak.  Ter. 

On  receipt  of  which  order  and  approval  I  entered  the  fol- 
lowing protest: 

Fort  Rice.  Dak.  Ter.,  August  6,  1S6-1. 

Capt.  James  Fisk, 

Comnuiiuling  Overland  Expedition  for  the  Protection  of 
Emigrants: 

Sir:    Under  the  existing  circumstances,  I  consider  it  my 
duty  to  enter  my  protest  against  your  command  that  the  cle- 
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tachmeiit  of  Company  I,  Second  Regiment  Cavalry  Minnesota 
Volunteers,  of  which  I  am  in  command,  should  continue  to  act 
as  escort  to  your  expedition  through  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big 
Horn,  for  the  following  reasons:  First,  I  am  ordered  by  Spe'- 
cial  Orders,  No.  19,  headquarters  Fort  Wadsworth,  camp  on 
Kettle  Lake,  July  31,  1864,  to  act  as  escort  to  your  expedition 
as  far  as  the  Missouri,  after  which  to  report  to  that  post  with- 
out delay,  and  as  .Major  Clowney  is  the  ranking  officer,  and  as 
he  depends  upon  my  detachment  to  act  as  escort-  to  the  return- 
ing train  from,  Fort  AVadsworth  to  Fort  Ridgley,  I  consider 
it  my  duty  to  obey  such  orders,  unless-  I  should  receive  others 
from  higher  authority  to  proceed.  Second,  the  horses  on  which 
my  men  are  mounted  <ire  entirely  unfitted  for  a  march  of  that 
distance.  Having  been  oblioed  to  select  them  from  a  few- 
horses  which  had  been  rejected  by  other  companie-s,  and  the 
feed  having  been  very  poor,  and  having  no  grain  for  them,  they 
are  in  a  veiy  poor  condition,  and  entirely  unfitted  for  such  a 
march.  Therefore,  being  situated  as  I  am,  I  consider  it  my 
duty  to  obey  the  orders  of  :\lajor  Clowney,  and  shall,  unless  I 
receive  different  orders  from  higher  authority,  act  accordingly. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  F.  PHILLIPS, 
Lieut.,  Comdg.,  Detachment  Company  I,  Second  Regiment  Min- 
nesota Vols. 

On  receipt  of  my  protest  Captain  Fisk  excused  me  at  once, 
and  on  the  18th  instant,  at  2  p.  m.,  I  took  up  my  line  of 
march  for  Fort  AVadsworth.  While  at  Fort  Rice  it  was 
reported  tliat  General  Sully  had  fought  a  heavy  battle  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Hurn  and  defeated  the  Indians.  The  Indians 
were  so  confident  of  victory  that  they  went  into  battle  with 
their  tepees  standing.  The  exact  loss  could  not  be  ascertained. 
It  was  also  reported  that  there  was  a  large  (force)  of  hostile 
Indians  on  Devil's  Lake.  Some  scouts  reported  1,500  Indians 
and  others  1,500  lodges.  The  second  day  after  we  left  Fort 
Rice  two  of  our  scouts  met  some  friendly  Indians  who  cau- 
tioned them  not  to  s-tray  far  from  the  company,  as  the  country 
was  full  of  hostile  Indians.  ^Ye  followed  the  back  trail  back  to 
the  James,  which  we  struck  on  the  24th  instant.  We  left,  thr^ 
river  on  the  26th  and  struck  north  of  any  previous  route 
establishing  a  new  trail  from  there  to  this  post,  which  we 
reached  on  the  evening  of  the  26th. 

PL  F.  PHILLIPS.  Lieutenant,  Commanding 

Detachment. 
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(Inclosure  No.  2) 

Hdqrs.  Company  :m,  Second  :\linnesota  Cavalry, 
Fort  AYadsworth,  Dak.  Ter.,  August  29,  1864. 
riaj.  John  Clowney,  Commanding  Post: 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  20,  from  your 
headquarters,  I  proceeded  with  ten  men  and  thirteen  scouts  to 
James  River.  I  left  this  fort  at  2  p.  m.  on  the-  25th  of  August, 
1864,  and  an^ved  at  the  old  (-rossing  of  the  James  River  about 
5  a.  m.  the  26th  of  August,  ]fci64.  Thence  traveling  south  about 
five  miles  I  discovered  an  Indian  camp.  The  Indians  I  found 
vvere  from  Fort  Thompson  and  had  permission  from  Lieutenant 
Balcombe  to  hunt  through  that  country.  From  thence  we 
traveled  southeast  until  we  struck  the  Coteau.  Thence  we 
changed  our  course  northeast  and  discovered  two  Indiana 
These  we  found,  on  questioning,  were  friendly  and  from  Fort 
Wadsworth.  Returning,  I  arrived  at  Fort  AYadsworth  on  the 
29th  of  August,  1864,  after  being  absent  five  days  inclusive. 
41-Pt.  2-947.  P.  S.  GARDNER,  First  Lieutenant  Com- 

pany M,  Second  .Minnesota  Cavalry  Vols. 


Org-ani^ation  of  Troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 
August  31,  1864. 

(Only  Dakota  force  listed) 
DISTRICT  OF  IOWA 
Brig.-Gen.  Alfred  Sully. 

Farm  Island,  Dak.  Ter.,  30th  "Wisconsin,  Company  D,  Capt. 

David  C.  Fulton. 
Yermillion,  Dak.  Ter.,  7th  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Capt.  Andrew 

J.  jMillard. 

Northwestern  Indian  Expedition. 
Brig.Gen.  Alfred  Sully. 
8th  IMinTiesota   (mounted).  Col.  ]\Iinor  T.  Thomas. 
Dakota  Cavalry,  Companies  A  and  B,  Capt.  Nelson  .Miner. 
6t]i  Iowa  Cavalry,  C^l.  Samuel  Pollock. 
7th  Iowa  Cavalry  (three  companies).  Lieut.  Col.  John  Pattee. 
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2d  Jlinnesota  Cavalry  (six  companies),  Col.  Robert  X.  McLaren 
Braekett's    Battalion    ili.inesota    Cavalry,    Jlaj.    Alfred  B 
Braekett.  '  '  "' 

Indian  Scouts  (one  company),  Capt.  Christian  Stufft 

Jones  '^^  ^'"'^'y   (section),  Capt.  John 

41-Pt.  2-988. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  ^liiin.,  September  1,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pfaeiider. 

Commanding  Second  .Sub-District,  Fort  Ridgely : 

^"i^r^:-  "'^-'"sed  you  will  pLse  flnd  special 

order  detach.ng  Company  G,  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  Volunteers 
from  the  garnson  at  Fort  Ridgely  and  ordering  it  to  For 
Wadsw^r  h,  actn,g  as  a  port.on  of  the  train  of  public  supplies, 
winch  it_  s  supposed  will  be  ready  for  departure  fron>  R  d^ei; 
on  the  oth  mstant.    You  will,  of  course,  see  to  the  prompt 
execution  of  thrs  order.    Tids  di.ninution  will  stil,  leave  ahou 
oO  men  at  Fort  Ridgely,  according  to  your  report  of  28  h 
ultimo    which  IS  considered  quite  sufficient  for  tlie  present 
Should  the  two  additional  companies  of  the  Independent  Bat: 
tahon  be    urned  over  for  duty  in  the  district,  they  will  be 
armed  -  mf  an  try  ten,porarily  and  dispatched  to  the  frontier 
Lieutenant  Tilton  of  Company  G,  Thirtieth  Wisconsin,  will' 
a    ordmg   o  order  also  enclosed,  turn  over  the  connnand  of  the 
detachment  under  lus  orders  to  so.ne  officer  to  be  desio,,aled 
bv  you  and  accompany  hi.,  company  on  the  march     It  will  be 
necessary  to  send  back  the  detachment  of  cavalrv  en  r  „l 
downward  with  the  train  that  they  may  act  as  'escort  ^""tl 
returning  tram  from  Port  Wadsworth 

41-Pt.  3-1.3.  R.  c.  OLIX,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Port  Wadsworth,  Dak  Ter., 

September  1,  1SG4. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin,  . 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Minnesota: 

Sir:    The  eonimunieation  dated  August  19,  also  one  dated 
August  22,  with  scaled  orders  for  Col.  Y,.  T.  Thomas,  eonunand- 
ing  expeditionary^  force,  were  received  on  the  29th  of  xVugust. 
I  have  been  on  the  watch  for  the  hostile  Jndians  supposed  to 
have  passed  near  this  post,  but  up  to  this  time  have  not  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  any  of  them,  except  the  one  reported  in 
my  last  report.    This  one  I  liave  iji  safe-keeping.  Lieiitenant 
Phillips  returned  to  this  post  on  the  27th  of  August  from  Fort 
Rice  on  the  Missouri  River  after  escorting  Captain  Fisk's  train 
to  that  place.     (Please  see  his  report.)     Lieutenant  Gardner, 
Company  M,  Second  Cavalry,  returned  on  the  29th  of  August 
after,  a  five  days'  scout  with  eleven  scouts  under  Gabriel  Ren- 
ville.   I  also  forward  his  report.    The  scouts  and  cavalry  have 
been  kept  busy  scouting,  wdiile  the  infantry  have  been  busy 
doing  guard  duty  aiul  working  on  buildings.    The  block-houses 
are   completed   one  story   high.     They   are   built   witii  hewn 
oak  timber  se-ven  by  eiglit  and  nine  inches,  firmly  put  together. 
I  intend  to  plank  them  on  the  outside  with  oak  plank  one  and 
a  half  inches  thick  as  soon  as  possible.    I  thought  it  would  be 
best  to  secure  quarters  and  other  buildings  before  puttino-  tbe 
second  story  on  the  block-houses.    Caplain  ^IcKusick,  assistant 
quartermaster,  is  pushing  all   the  work,  and  with   the  time 
necessary  to  get  the  tools  in  woi-kiiig  order  and  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  men  best  suited  for  the  different  parts  of 
the  work,  he  has  certainly  done  well  for  the  time  engaaed.  The 
timber  is  hewn  for  the  magazine  and  will  be  laid  up  this  week. 
The  large  quartermaster  and  commissary  building  will  be  put 
up  of  oak  timber,  sawed  six  by  eight  inches.    It  will  have  a 
good. stone  foundation  with  a  cellar  eight  feet  deep,  twenty-two 
feet  wide  and  forty-three  feet  long.    It  will  be  ready  for  timber 
by  the  last  of  the  week,  and  will  l)e  ready  for  use  in  a  verv 
short  time.    The  saw  mill  is  doing  well,  although  it  took  some 
ti]ne  to  get  it  properly  started.    A  blacksmith  s-hop  has  been 
put  up,  and  a  small  ])uildin-  i\,r  liead(iuarters  will  bt  completed 
tomorrow. 
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Lieutenant  Phillips,  Company  I  (cavalry),  left  this  morn- 
ing with  orders  to  report  to  Captain  Bonham  at  Fort  Kidgely^ 
or  en  route  from  there. 

41-Pt.  3-15.  JOHN  CLOWNEY,  Major,  Thirtieth  Kegt. 

Wisconsin  Infty.  Vols.,  Comdg. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  September  2,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 
Milwaukee : 

General:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  iuform  you  that  I  have 
received  otiiciai  dispatches  from  Fort  Wtulsworth  of  22d  ultimo 
inclosing  an  ofticial  conununication  from  Major  Brown,  special 
military  agent,  copy  of  which  is  inclosed  herewith.  The  s-ug- 
gestions  therein  contained  have  been  anticipated  so  far  as  to 
direct  that  all  Indian  stragglers  from  Fort  Thompson,  on  the 
Missouri  reservation,  should  be  required  to  keep  on  the  west 
side  of  the  James  Piver,  but  it  requires  more  mounted  force 
than  I  now  have  at  my  disposal  to  hunt  them  up  in  their 
scattered  camps-,  to  enable  me  to  have  that  order  enforced.  The 
escort  of  fifty  cavalry  dis{)atched  as  an  escort  to 
Captain  Fisk's  train  to  the  ^Missouri  has, not  yet  returned  to 
Fort  Wadsworth,  but  were  daily  expected.  I  am  not  without 
apprehensions  that  they  may  have  been  attacked  by  hostile 
savages  in  their  passage  through  that  dangerous  region,  and 
J  shall  be  greatly  relieved  when  I  hear  of  their  s-afe  arrival. 
Dispatches  from  ^lajor  Adnms,  commnnding  Independent  Bat- 
talion, dated  Fort  Abercrombie,  2t)th  ultimo,  express  senne  fears 
that  the  late  outrages  beyond  that  post  may  be  foUoweel  by 
others  along  the  line  on  this  side  from  the  same  camps  in  the 
direction  of  Devil's  Lake,  to  which  I  referred  in  my  communi- 
cation of  yesterday.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  U.  S. 
Chippewa  agent,  dated  at  the  au:eiu'y  'M)t\\  ultimo,  in  which  he 
states  that  there  is  considerable  excitement  among  the  Indians 
in  his  charge  in  consequence  of  the  enlistment  of  some  of  the 
young  men  of  the  bands  after  l)eino'  plied  with  liquor  by 
substitute  brokers.  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  his  statement  to  the 
actiiiir  assistant  provost  marshal  and  superintendent  of  recruit- 
ing in  thi.'^  city,  with  a  request  that  the  evils  presented  be 
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pioniptly  corrected,  and  he  has  verbally  promised  to  do  so. 
Major  .AlorriU,  the  agent,  lualces  a  requisition  on  me  for  twenty- 
five  soldiers  to  act  as  guard  during  the  annuitv  payment  to  be 
made  at  the  Eed  Lake  Kiver  Crossing  on  1st  proximo     I  am 
aoubtful  of  the  propriety  of  risking  so  small  a  detachment  at 
so  remote  a  point,  and  I  have  not  tlie  men  at  hand  to  increase 
tae   number   designated.     I   respectfully   ask  for  instructions 
in    the    case.      I    trust    that    Colonel    Thoinas    will  soon 
return  with  his-  command  to  this  district,  for  the  knowled-e 
that  we  have  so  few  troops  to  guard  so  long  a  line  of  frontier 
e^iboldens  the  savages  to  repeat  their  raids  and  disturb  verv 
seriously  the  peace  of  the  l)order  settlements.    Major  Clowney 
reports  that  the  work  on  tiie  new  post  is  progressing  rapidly 
and  satisfactorily.    I  have  ordered  Company  E,  Thirtieth  Wis- 
consin Volunteers,  now  in  garrison  at  Fort  Rido-elv,  to  escort 
the  supply  train  to  leave  for  Fort  AVadsworth  on  5th  instant 
and  on  arrival  to  report  to  yiajor  Clowney  for  duty.    I  can  ill 
spare  that  force  at  present,  but  it  was  necessary  that  it  should 
be  done  to  enable  me  to  comply  with  your  orders  as  to  the 
movements  of  the  battalion  on  being  relieved  by  a  portion  of 
Colonel  Thomas^  command  as  directed  in  sealed  orders  dis- 
patched to  the-  latter  at  Fort  AVadsworth.    I  applied  to  vou 
yesterday  by  telegraph  to  have  the  additional  companies'  of 
Hatch  s-  independent  battalion  turned  over  for  service  in  this 
district,  but  as  yet  I  have  received  no  response.     I  hope  it 
vnll  be  done  without  delay. 

.  H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commandino-. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  .Alinn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn.,  September  3,  1864. 

jMaj.  John  Clowney, 

Commanding  Fort  AVadsworth : 

Major:  Your  dispatches  of  2L>d  and  2Gth  ultimo  have  beon 
received  and  General  Sibley  is  gratified  at  the  progress  made 
in  building  the  new  post.  The  question  of  the  emplovnunt  of 
seouts  m  addition  to  thr,se  already  in  the  service,  a^  su.-ested 
by  Major  Brown,  will  be  sumbittcd  for  the  decision  of  Alajor- 
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General  Pope,  The  straggling  Indians  from  the  Fort  Thomp- 
son reservation  should,  as  heretofore  directed,  be  required  to 
]uzep  on  the  west  of  the  James  Iviver  and  not  permitted  to  visit 
the  Coteau  de  Prairie  on  any  pretense  whatever.  You  will 
cause  any  such  that  may  be  fallen  in  Avith  by  the-  scouts  to  be 
informed  that  if  tliey  do  not  at  once  retrace  their  steps  to  the 
west  side  of  the  James  Kiver  they  will  be  regarded  and  treated 
as  liostile  Indians.  It  is  to  be  lioped  that  more  of  the  Indians 
concerned  in  the  raids  upon  the  settlements  wnll  be  fallen  in 
with,  and  destroyed  by  parties  from  your  post.  No  mercy 
should  be  shown  to  these  wretches.  You  will  receive  orders 
in  a  fc-w  days  as*  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  prisoner, 
and  meantime  he  should  be  kept  under  safe  guard  and  killed 
without  hesitation  should  he  attempt  to  escape.  General  Sibley 
is  very  anxious  to  learn  of  the  safe  arrival  of  Lieutenant 
Phillips  Avith  the  party  who  escorted  Captain  Fisk's  train  to 
the  Missouri.  I\lajor  Downie  states  that  it  was  reported  some 
of  the  scouts'  had  heard  artillery  firing  during  most  of  the 
day  in  the  direction  of  the  Coteau  of  the  ^Missouri,  but  as  you 
do  not  mention  it  in  your  dispatches  the  rumor  is  probably 
groundless.  Company  G,  Thirtieth  "Wisconsin  Volunteers.  Avill 
form  a  portion  of  the  escort  to  the  next  train  to  Fort  Wads- 
worth  and  on  arrival  will  report  to  you  ,for  duty.  You  will 
send  down  a  cavalry  company  with  the  returning  train  to  Fort 
Ridgely.  ^  There  will  be  about  600  tons  of  hay  required  for 
the  post,  but  every  care  should  be  taken  to  avoid  waste.  Grain 
cannot  be  furnished  for  the  horses  of  the  returning  expedition 
of  Colonel  Thomas,  for  it  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that 
transportation  can  be  obtained  for  that  needed  for  tlie  use  of 
the  })Ost  during  the  winter.  You  will  exercise  a  close  super- 
vision over  the  expenditure  of  all  public  stores  and  supplies 
at  your  post,  for.  in  addition  to  the  first  eost  of  articles,  the 
cost  of  each  pound  of  freight  transported  is  enormous.  The 
closest  economy  will  be  practiced  in  all  branches  of  the  service. 

It  does  not  appear  from  ]Major  Brown's  report,  inclosed 
by  you.  that  tliere  have  been  any  accessions  to  the  ranks  of 
the  Indians  who  have  accepted  the  terms  vouchsafed  them  by 
the  Government,  You  have  doubtless^  learned  -  long  ere  this 
of  the  murder  by  a  band  of  Sioux  from  the  upper  Cheyenne  of 
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three  citizens  on  23cT  ultiino  about  midway  between  Fort 
i\bercrombie  and  Georgetown,  on  the  Red  River.  One  of  the 
bodies,  the  only  one  that  fell  into  the  possession  of  the  liends, 
was  horribly  mutilated.  ^lany  days  cannot  elapse  before  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Thomas  with  the  force  under  his  connnand 
at  Fort  AVadsworth,  and  General  Sibley  is  not  without  hopes 
that  he  may  fall  in  with  some  camp  or  party  of  marauders 
on  his  Vvay  back  and  utterly  destro}^  them.  You  will  continue 
to  keep  the  brigadier-general  commanding  informed  of  every- 
thing occurring  of  interest  or  importance.  The  telegraph 
announces  today  the  taking  and  occupation  of  Atlanta  by  our 
forces  under  General  Shernum. 

41-Pt,  3-51.  -     .         R,  C.  OLTN,  Assistant  Adjutnnt- 

Genoral. 


Headquarters  Depaitnient  of  the  Northwe'st, 

^lilwaukee,  Wis.,  September  5,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  II.  II.  Sibley. 

General:  Your  private  <\ud  official  letters  by  Captain 
Pope  just  received.  Of  course  you  can  leave  six  companies  of 
Second  Cavalry  instead  of  f.)ur  at  Watlsworth,  if  you  thiuk  it 
necessary.  Also,  you  can  bring  down  to  ^Minnesota  to  be  kept 
for  the  winter  as  many  horses  from  AVadsworth  as  \ou  rhink 
best  and  as  soon  as  you  think  i)cst.  Those  now  at  the  post 
ought  not  to  be  fed  on  grain,  nor  did  I  intend  tliey  sliould  be 
during  the  summer.  I  Jiever  dreamed  of  your  hauling  gi  ain  to 
^A^adsv;orth  to  feed  animals  during  the  sannner  months.  They 
should  be  grazed,  not  fed  with  grain.  I  always  proposed,  as 
you  will  lind  in  my  first  letter  of  instructions  to  you  and  Sully 
before  the  campaign  began,  that  as  soon  r.s  gra.xing  \^'as  no 
longer  sufficient  for  the  cavalry  horses  at  AVadsvvorth  lliat  they 
should  be  sent  to  sonie  point  in  ]\liinK-sol to  be  wintci-ed.  but 
I  never  had  an  idea  of  hauling  grain  to  fe.;d  horses  at  Wads- 
worth  this  summer.  You  surely  greatly  misunderstood  my. 
oreler  about  the  companies  of  the  Thirii«;ih  AVisconsin  Regi- 
ment, I  wrote  you  that  tlie  three  companies  on  that  i'cgi)iieiit 
now  at  AVadsworth  would,  as  soon  as' relieved  l)y  ihc  iour  cojii- 
panies  of  Second  Cavalry,  which  (,'olonel  Thomas  is  urdereel  to 
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leave  at  Wadsworth,  inarch  down  to  Saint  Paul,  where  they 
would  take  boats,  etc.,  for  the  south.  Of  course  in  comini^' 
down  from  AVadsworth  to  Saint  Paul  they  would  pass*  by 
Fort  Ridgely,  and  there  be  joined  by  the  other  company.  Why 
you  are  sending  the  company  from  Ridgely  to  Wadsworth 
to  join  the  other  three  companies,  when  those  very  companies 
will  march  by  Fort  Ridgely  on  their  Avay  to  Saint  Paul  within 
a  few  weeks,  I  cannot  understand,  unless  you  have  wholly 
misconceived  the  meaning  of  my  letter  of  August  13.  Please 
read  that  letter  again.  I  am  sending  you  up  two  companies 
First  U.  S.  Volunteers;  may  go  tomorrow.  Two  other  com- 
panies of  same  regiment  I  Avill  s-end  also  as  soon  as  I  can 
spare  thein  .  These  four  companies  were  designed  to  replace 
the  companies  of  the  Thirtieth  Wisconsin.  Of  course,  general, 
I  do  not  design  to  specify  the  exact  force  to  be  stationed  at 
each  post  in  your  district.  That  is  a  matter  you  must  regulate 
yourself  by  your  knowledge  of  the  necessity  in  every  case.  I 
send  you  all  the  troops  I  can,  with  certain  general  instructions, 
the  details  of  which  you  are  of  course  authorized  to  modify 
or  alter.  I  send  Sully's  official  report  l)y  this  mail,  which  you 
can  publish  if  you  think  best,  or  rather  you  can  publish  the 
substance  without  giving  it  an.  ofticial  aspect.  I  did  not  say  or 
mean  to  say  that  Sully  was  returning  to  Fort  Rice,  or  would 
return  until  he  had  been  to  tlie  Yellowstt^ne  and  established 
Fort  Stevenson.  ITis  report  was  dated  August  2,  and  I  wrote 
you  that  J  expected  soon  to  hear  of  his  return  to  Port  Rice, 
giving  him  a  month  to  go  to  the  Yellowstone  and  return.  You 
will  see  from  this  report  tliat  he  never  had  the  slighest  idea  of 
coming  back  to  Fort  Rice  until  he  had  gone  to  the  Yellowstone. 
I  am  sure  I  never  entertained  such  an  idea. 
41-Pt.  3-74.  JNO.  POPE,  :\rajor-General.  / 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

]\rilwaukee.  Wis.,  September  9,  1864. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War.  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
copies  of  letters  from  C4overnor  Edmonds  and  others  setting 
forth  the.  abuse  of  tlieir  tradiuL^  licenses  ^viih  Indians  of  Charles 
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Chouteau  and  others  having  trading  posts  among  the  Indians 
in  thisf  department.  Copies  of  these  papers,  with  your  indorse- 
ment thereon,  have  been  sent  to  General  Sully,  who  has  been 
ordered  to  examine  into  the  oil'enses  alleged  and  to  take  sueh 
action  as  the  War  Department  directs.  It  is  not  improper  for 
me  to  state  that  tlie  abuses  specified,  as  Avell  as  others  of  a  char- 
acter ecpially  serious,  have  been  known  to  me  for  some  time  and 
have  long  required  correction.  They  arise  from  a  defective 
system  in  authorizin*.;- '  trade  with  Indians,  and  can  only  be 
reached  by  a  reform  of  the  system.  It  is  hardly  worth  while 
to  discharge  or  dismiss  a  few  individuals,  who  may  from  time 
to  time  be  actually  detected  in  the  commission  of  such  abuses, 
when  their  phiees  can  and  Avill  be  readily  supplied  by  others, 
perhaps  in  partnership  with  tlic  dismissed  offenders,  who  will 
simply  carry  on  the  same  system  uf  fraud  and  wrong  until  they 
are  also  detected  and  replaced  by  persons  of  the  same  frater- 
nity. All  the  results  which  such  persons  desire  v/ill  be  accom- 
plished, liowever  frequent  the  dismissals  and  changes.  A  change 
in  the  system  of  legalized  Indian  trading  is  needed  to  put  a 
stop  to  such  abuses,  and  this  chauLie  nuist  be  so  established  that 
all  Indian  traders  or  other  white  men  in  the  Indian  country 
shall  come  directly  under  the  supervision  of  the  military 
authorities,  who  shall  not  only  specify  and  enforce  the  manner 
in  which  trade  with  Indians  shall  l)e  carried,  but  the  artirdes 
to  be  sold  and  the  prices  paid  and  asked.  In  this  connection 
I  enclose  you  a  letter  which  I  addi-essed  to  General  Ilallcck  cov- 
ering a  code  of  rules  for  regulating  trade  with  Indians  in  -"Ims 
department,  as  also  a  copy  of  the  general  order  establish Iti^r 
these  rules,  which  I  asked  the  authority  n  the  AA^ar  Department 
to  publish  and  enforce. 

It  was  not  at  the  time  thought  judicious  to  authorize  the 
issue  and  enforcement  of  these  rules,  but  I  again  invit*^  aiten- 
tion  to  them,  as  they  may  specify  the  only  means  knov.Ti  ij  nie 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  constant  repetition  of  the  abuses  com- 
plained of.  Of  course  the  enforconuuit  of  such  rulf^s-,  refpiiring 
as  they  do  fair  dealinii's  with  the  Indians,  will  create  a  great 
outcry  among  tlie  Indian  traders,  who  have  bcAq  loric:  accus- 
tomed to  plunder  and  wronu-  Indians  aj  I  to  creat(^  Indian 
troubles  at  their  pleasure,  as  also  anions:   Indian  acnts  i.nd 
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Other  parties  more  alive  to  tlieir  own  personal  profit  than  to 
the  interests  of  the  Government.  But  it  is  impossible  to  correct 
even  the  most  glaring  abuses,  involving  so  many  persons  and 
carried  on  so  long  unreproved  and  unmolested,  Avithout  creat- 
ing outcry  and  opposition,  as  well  as  gross  personal  abuse  and 
misrepresentation.  That  you  may  see  how  widespread  is  this 
feeling  against  the  present  system  o^-  Indian  trading  and  the 
danger  to  the  white  settlements  consequently  thereon,  I  inclose 
also  letters  just  sent  me  coneerning  the  Chi;;pcAvas  of  Minne- 
sota and  nortlnvestern  AVisconsin.  [  think  some  speedy  and 
decided  action  ought  to  be  taken  to  rcmode^  our  ^vh(Ao,  Jndiao 
policy.  I  addressed  the  Secretary  of  AVar  on  the  subject  on  the 
6t]i  of  February  last,  settiiig  forth  ]iiy  vievrs  on  tlie  question 
and  offering  suggestions,  dictate.,  by  long  and  varied  exper- 
ience on  the  frontier,  Avherc  I  had  the  opportunity  to  see  the 
practical  working  of  the  .system  (ov  want  of  system)  pursued 
toward  the  Indians.  It  is  a  fact  air.i  one  not  very  creditable 
to  our  legislation,  to  our  huuianity  that  up  to  the  beginning 
of  tiie  rebellion  against  the  Government  the  whole  of  our  small 
army  was  scattered  to  I'emotc  frojitiev  stations  and  subjected  to 
I'.ardship  and  privation,  neither  un  Icrstood  nor  appreciated, 
for  t]:e  sole  purpose  of  counteiactiiti;  the  effect  <.f  our  Indian 
system  and  of  protecting  emigrants  and  settlers  from  the  nat- 
ural -onsequeiices  of  a  policy  wh'ch  has  cfone  little  else  than 
v/rong  and  exasperate  the  Indians.  I  trust  sincerely  that  the 
Secrevary  'of  AVar  Avill  take  such  action  or  urge  such  measures 
upcn  (.-(.ngresv  at  the  coming  .ses-u  ,u  as  Avill  at  least  call  the 
alt.  ill  ion  ot  our  legislators  to  th.-,  necessity  of  revising  a  system 
so  prolific  of  wrong  to  the  Indian,  danger  to  emigration  and 
to  Iroinier  settlements  an  1  injury  to  th(  best  interests  of  the 
Government  and  of  humanity.  AVhilsr  I  by  no  means  assume 
that  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  AVar  of  February  G,  1SG4, 
embodies  tlie  best  mode  of  dealiiig  Avith  the  Indians,  I  think  it 
Avill  be  found  to  contain  a  fair  statement  of  the  evils  of  our 
pi-esent  Indian  policy,  and  some  suggestions  as  to  a  modifica- 
tion of  it,  Avh.ich  point  out  at  least  its  most  objectionable 
features. 

JOHN  POPE,  AI  a  j  0  r-G  en  oral .  C  o  i  n  m  a  n  d  i  n  f^**. 
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(Inclosure  Xo.  1.) 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  May  11,  18G4 

I\Iaj.-Gen.  IT.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General:    I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed  a  system 
of  trade  regulations  which  1  desire  to  establish  in  this  depart- 
ment, and,  for  the  purpose,  the  approval  of  the  President  is 
t.ecessary  to   avoid   conflicts   with   other  departments   of  the 
Government.    I  need  not  point  out  to  you  the  necessity  of  some 
such  reguhations  to  restiain  Induin  traders  and  to  coinpel  them 
in  all  transactions  witli   Indians   to   observe  the   same  rules 
of  trade  and  the  saine  fair  i)rices,  both  of  their  own  and  the 
Indians'  goods,  which  they  are  required  to  observe  in  such 
transactions  with  white  men.    Neither  do  I  inform  you  that 
the  opposite  practice  on  the  part  of  the  traders,  who  under 
present  conditions  are  Avholly  uncontrolled  and  irresponsible 
has  been  the  occasion  of  that  constant  irritation  and  wrong 
to  the  Indian  which  so  often  breaks  out  in  hostilities.    It  is  my 
purpose  hereafter  to  treat  all  Indians  in  this  department  who 
have  in  any  way  been  concei-ned.  directly  or  indirectly,  in  hos- 
tilities, as  prisoners  under  the  sole  charge  and  supervision  of 
the  military  autlioi-ities.    AVitliout  in  any  way  restraining  their 
liberty   to   roam   about   the   country   and   subsist  themselves 
by  hunting,  as  in  times  past,  it  is  my  purpose  to  otier  them 
every    inducement,    by    kind    treatment,    protection    and  fair 
dealing  in  trade,  to  make  their  permanent  encampment  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  military  posts,  where  the  troops  can  directly 
overlook  and  control  them.    I  liave  liltle  doubt  of  success  in 
]n  these  purposes,  if  not  interfered  with,  and  these  ti-ade  resru- 
iations  are  drawn  up  willi  a  view  of  accomplishing  so  desirable 
a  result.    Traders  now  are  irresponsil)le-,  and  it  is  not  difficult, 
and,  as  I  understand,  not  un(M)mmon,  for  Indians  who  commit 
hostilities  in  one  part  of  the  country  to  resort  to  trading  posts 
in  another  part  to  purchase  ammunition,  supplies,  etc.,  to  carry 
on  hostilities.    It  is  essential  to  any  satisfactorv  results  that 
trading  posts-  and  traders  should  })e  subject  to  t'he  supervision 
cf  the  military  authorities  to  the  extent  sju'cified  in  the  inclosed 
30— 
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xjode  of  rules.  It  is  altofretlier  unnecessary  to  explain  these 
regulations  to  you  in  detail,  or  to  set  forth  the  results  likely 
to  follow  the  applieation  of  them  in  this  department,  but  if 
they  meet  your  approval,  and  that  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I 
have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  approval  of  the  Presidont  be 
indorsed  upon  them  and  that  they  be  returned  to  me. 

JOHN  POPE,  ilajor-General  Commandincr. 
(Sub-Tnclosure) 

General  Orders  No.  — 

Headquarters  Dept.  of  tlie  Northwes-i, 

^lilwaukee,  AYis.,  ,  1864. 

The  following  ruh^s  n\qulat in«:-  trade  with  the  livfum  tribes 
are  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned,  and  will  be 
strictly  enforced  by  ad  military  commanders  in  the  Ijidian 
country  within  the  liDdis  of  this  military  department: 

I.  All  permits  to  trade  with  Indians  are  hereby  revoked, 
and  hereafter  any  person  desiring  to  carry  on  trade  v/ith  In- 
dians must  first  procure  written  authority  from  the  AYar  De- 
partment. 

II.  A  copy  of  this  aidhority,  properly  certified  under  (uith, 
will  be  furnished  by  the  party  holding  it  to  tlie  commanding 
officer  of  the  military  district  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  .estab- 
lish trading  posts,  accompanied  by  a  bond  giving  satisfactory 
security  that  the  trade  regulations  herein  set  forth  will  be 
strictly  complied  with. 

III.  The  district  connnander  will  designate  the  points  at 
which  trading  posts  shall  be  eslabli.shed  under  these  permits, 
which  shall  in  all  cases  be  located  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  some  military  post.  AYhile  the  tradt'r  shall  have  authority 
to  notify  by  messenger  or  otherwise  all  Indians  with  whom  he 
proposes  to  trade,  yet  no  traffic  of  any  kind  with  Indians  shall 
be  carried  on  at  any  points  or  in  any  places  except  the  regu- 
larly established  trading  posts. 

^  ^  IV.  Every  trader  shall  furnish  to  the  commander  of  the 
military  district  in  which  liis  post  is  located,  as  also  to  the 
commanding  ofiicer  of  the  nearest  military  post,  a  copy  of  the 
invoices  of  his  goods,  with  oridnal  prices  attached,  certified 
under  oath,  which  certified  invoice  will  be  turned  over  to  the 
council  of  administration  of  the  post. 
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Y.  The  council  of  administration  will  thereupon  fix  a 
tariff  of  prices  in  the  same  manner  required  for  sutler's  goods, 
and  cause  a  written  or  printed  copy  of  this-  tariff'  of  prices  to 
be  exhibited  publicly  in  some  conspicuous  place  in  the  office 
cf  the  adjutant  of  the  post  and  in  the  store  room  of  the 
trader,  who  will  confine  himself  strictly  to  it  in  his  dealing:^ 
with  the  Indians.  A  copy  of  this  scliedule  of  prices,  with 
any  changes  whicli  may  be  made  from  time  to  time,  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  inspector-general  of  the  department  and  of 
the  district. 

VI.  The  council  of  administration  will  also,  from  the  best 
information  they  can  obtain,  fix  a  fair  and  reasonable  price 
upon  all  furs  or  other  articles  off'ered  hy  the  Indians  for 
barter,  and  the  traders  shall  be  bound  in  their  dealings  with 
the  Indians  to  conform  carefully  to  the  prices  thus  established. 

YII.  The  members  of  tlie  council  of  administration  shall 
be  sworn  to  have  no  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  in  Indian 
trade  or  'with  Indian  traders,  and  to  receive  from  them  no 
consideration  and  no  present  of  any  descriptio]i. 

VIII.  Xo  money  shall  t)e  paid  to  Indians  under  any  cir- 
cumstances whatever,  but  traffic  shall  be  confined  exclusively 
to  goods,  provisions,  a  limited  amount  of  ammunition  and  such 
other  articles  as  nmy  be  necessary  or  useful  to  the  Indians 
The  sale  or  possession  of  wines  or  other  spirituous  liciuors  of 
any  description  by  Indian  traders  is  positively  prohibited. 

IX.  With  the  exception  of  Indian  traders  furnished  with 
authority  of  the  War  Department,  and  their  properly  author- 
ized clerks  and  employees,  subjecting  themselves  to  the  mo- 
visions  of  these  regulations,  no  white  man  will  be  Dermitt-d 
to  come  into  the  Indian  country,  except  emigrants  on  their  \va^' 
to  the  mines  or  to  the  Territories  or  States  Avest  of  Dakota, 
and  such  emii^rants  are  positively  prohibited  from  engaging  in 
any  traffic  with  tlie  Indians. 

X.  The  Indians  shall  at  all  times  have  the  right  to  exam- 
ine the  taritf  of  prices  fixed  upon  their  own  and  the  traders' 
goods,  and  thp  post  commanders  will  cause  the  schedule  of 
prices  to  be  explained  to  the  Indians  by  an  intei-preter,  whether 
demanded  by  them  or  not.  Their  rights,  under  these  rorula- 
tions,  will  be  carefully  explained  to  them  by  the  post  com- 
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nianders,  and  the  Indians  will  be  advised  to  make  k'.iown 
to  the  military  authorities;  at  once  any  infraction  of  these  rules. 

XI.  Any  Indian  trndei-  who  viohues  these  regulations 
shall  be  arrested  and  eon  lined  by  the  military  commander  of 
the  nearest  post,  who  will  close  his  store  and  place  a  guard 
over  his  goods,  which  wiU  be  disposed  of  as  thereafter  shall 
be  directed.  The  trader  shall  be  held  in  confinement  until  his 
case  be  acted  upon  hy  the  AVar  Department.  xVny  other 
wdiite  man  or  half-breed  who  is  detected  trading  Avith  the  In- 
dians shall  be  arrested  and  sent  out  of  the  Indian  country  and 
his  goods-  confiscated  to  the  use  of  the  Indians. 

XII.  Sutlers  at  all  military  posts  shall  be  permitted  to  trade 
with  the  Indians  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  herein; 
established. 

XIII.  Should  any  hostilities  with  the  Indians  occur  t'le 
district  connnander  will  immediately  cause  all  trading  posts  ir. 
reach  of.  hostile  Indians  to  be  at  once  closed  and  all  trade 
suspended  until  cpiiet  is  restored. 

XIY.  The  necessity  of  these  regulations  in  securing  peace 
with  the  Indians  hy  making  clear  to  them  that  they  will  be 
dealt  with  fairly  and  kindly,  in  encouraging  them  to  locate 
their  permanent  homes  in  the  innnediate^  vicinity  and  under  the 
supervision  of  military  posts,  and  in  restraining  all  irrespon- 
sible persons  who  might  wi'ong  or  plunder  them  or  in  any 
way  create  difticulties  with  them  is  so  manifest  that  it  is 
believed  that  all  well-disposed  persons  will  cheerfully  comply 
with  them. 

XV.  The  connnanders  of  military  districts  and  posts  are 
directed  to  furnish  eveiy  possible  aid  to  inissionaries  or  other 
religious  instructors  who  desire  to  have  intercourse  with  the 
Indians  for  humane  purposes.  It  is  expected  tho^  all  officers, 
and  soldiers  in  this  department  will  at  all  times  treat  such  per- 
sons Avith  respect  anel  kindness  anel  extend  t.)  them  all  assist- 
ance at  tht'ir  commanel  in  the  elischarLa^  of  a  duty  so  full  of 
beiiefit  to  the  luvlian  and  of  such  advantage  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  (iovernment. 

XVI.  The  commander  of  each  military  |)ost  in  this 
department  is  chargeel  with  the  enforceiiient  of  thtse  regula- 
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tions.  He  will  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  such  frequent  inspec- 
tion and  examination  as  will  prevent  any  violation  of  tliejn, 
or  detect  such  violation  nt  the  earliest  moment,  lie  will  be 
lield  responsible  in  all  respects  that  these  regulations*  are 
enforced  in  strict  accordance  with  their  terms.' 

By  command  of  Major-Gencral  Pope: 
41 -Pt.  3-122.  J.  F.  3IELIXE,  Acting  Assistant 

Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  ^linn..  Dept  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul.  Minn,  September  9,  1S64. 

^laj.-Gen.  John  Pope. 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest,  ^Milwaukee.  Wis.: 
General:    *    *  * 

]Major  Clowney  reports  from  Fort  Wadsworth.  301h  ultimo, 
the  safe  arrival  (^f  Lieutenant  Phillips  and  fifty  men  Second 
]\iinnesota  Cavalry,  who  acted  as  escort  to  Ca})tain  Fisk's  train 
from  that  post  to  the  ^lissouri.  and  for  whose  safety  I  have 
expressed  some  solicitude.  Captain  Fisk  gave  a  cpiasi  order 
to  Lieutenant  Pbilli})s  to  continue  with  him  to  the  Yellow- 
stone, which  the  latter  very  properly  declined  to  obey,  as  it 
was  ill  direct  contravention  of  his  orders  from  ^lajor  Clowney, 
given  in  accordance  with  instructions-  from  me.  Lieutenant 
Phillips  made  a  report  of  his  tour,  copy  of  which  will  be  made 
C;ut  and  sent  for  your  information.  He  fell  in  with  a  good 
many  Indians  who  had  papers  from  (Jeneral  SuUy  to  hunt,  and 
some  of  them  informed  our  scouts  tliat  the  country  was  swarm- 
ing with  hostile  savages,  cautioning  them  to  beware  of  strag- 
gling far  from  the  main  body.  On  our  immediate  border 
everything  is  quiet,  although  rumors  of  Indians  are  rife  as 
usual,  to  which  I  pay  little  attention.  Still.  I  shall  not  he 
surprised  if  tlie  necessities  of  the  several  bands  should  impel 
them  to  a  series  of  demonstrations  along  our  extensive  line, 
vrith  a  view  to  procuring  supplits  of  horses  and  other  plunder 
before  the  setting  in  of  winter.    With  the  assistance  of  the 
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two  companies  of  U.  S.  Volunteers  and  of  the  same  number  of 
Hatch's  battalion,  ordered  to  report  to  you,  I  sliall  be  able,  I 
trust,  to  repel  and  punish  any  such  attempts. 
43-Pt.  3-129.  H.  11.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

ConimandinfT. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ilinn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  ."\linn.,  September  9,  1864. 
-\Iaj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  ililwaukee: 

General:    I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your   dispatch   of   5th   instant.     The   misconception    of  your 
orders  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  battalion  of  Thirtieth 
AViscon.s.ni  Volunteers  was  confined  to  my  dispatch  to  you  as 
has  already  been  explained  .  The  service  of  the  cavalrv  com- 
panies employed  in  escort  and  scout  duty  at  and  in  connection 
with  Fort  Wadsworth  has  been  so  incessant  and  severe  that  it 
lias  been  necessary  to  feed  some  grain  to  the  horses  to  keep 
Ihem  m  any  condition,  but  it  has  not  been  mv  intention  that 
they  should  receive  a  full  allowance;  indeed,  the  verv  nature  of 
the  labor  they  have  ha,l  to  perform  has  precluded  anv  such 
«s  they  are  for  the  most  part  on  the  move  at  a  distance  from 
any  station  where  grain  could  be  procured.    I  have  directed 
the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  district  to  dispatch  onlv  enou"'h 
gram  to  Fort  Wadsworth  to  feed  100  animals  duriim'the  ,vin- 
ter,  which  number  will  include  all  the  animals  eiiiploved  in  the 
po.st  teams,  etc.    It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  ha've  a  small 
force  of  mounted  men,  scouts,  etc.,  at  that  remote  po.st. 
■        Prom  the  expressions  used  in  your  instructions  to  General 
Sully  ot  16th  ultimo,  copy  of  which  I  received,  as  well  as  from 
the  tenor  of  your  private  note   of  27th  tdtimo,  I  certainh- 
understood  that  the  original  programme  relative  to  the  troops 
from  this  district  was  to  be  carried  out,  which  was  that  after 
«  general  engagement  with  the  hostile  Indians  the  force  under 
lliomas  was  to  return,  sweeping  the  countiy  on  the  north  and 
east  of  the  Missouri  on  their  way,  while  Sully  would  execute 
h.s  part   by  proceeding  to   the  Yellowstone  and  establishin<> 
he  post  at  the  point  designated.    As  it  is  I  have  no  idea  that ' 
he  will  get  b.ick  to  Fort  Kice  before  the  1st  to  lOtli  of  October 
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for,  according  to  my  estimate,  he  Avill  have  at  least  500 
and  perhaps  600  miles-  to  perform  if  he  is  compelled  to  visit 
Fort  Union  for  supplies,  which  I  suppose  will  be  indispensable, 
and  it  must  be  recollected  that  after  the  first  severe  frost, 
which  occurs  at  an  early  season  in  that  high  altitude,  the 
grass  will  lose  its  nutritious  properties  in  a  great  degree,  ren- 
dering the  horses  and  mules  too  weak  to  make  rapid  marches. 
The  delay  I  thus  anticipate  iiefore  Thomas  can  recross  the  Mis- 
souri and  do  his  part  in  covering  our  frontier  with  his  return- 
ing forces  renders  me  more  and  more  anxious  to  dispatch  all 
the  men  I  can  spare  to  the  outer  line  of  posts,  and  I  therefore 
urge  that  in  addition  to  the  two  companies  of  the  U.  S.  Volun- 
teers expected  today  the  two  additional  companies  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Battalion  ordered  to  re])ort  to  you  be  placed  at  my 
disposal  as  soon  as  practicable.  AVhatever  forays  are  designed 
by  the  savages  will  be  attempted  very  soon,  and  I  propose  to 
be  prepared  for  them  at  every  point  as  fully  as  the  means  at 
my  command  will  permit.  ]\Iy  belief  is  that  there  will  be 
concerted  action  if  any  at  all  and  that  several  parties  will 
strike  at  many  difterent  settlements  about  the  same  time.  The 
very  destitution  of  the  savages-  Avill  impel  them  to  speedy 
action  before  the  approacli  of  winter. 

41-Pt..  3-130.  H.  IT.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fort  AVadsworth,  Dak.  Ter., 

September  9,  1864. 

Capt.  R..  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Minnesota: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  having  discovered  no 
traces  of  any  hostile  Indians  since  my  last  report,  and  my 
scouts  and  cavalry  have  been  on  the  alert,  scouting  about  in 
different  directions  from  the  post.  I  have  discharged  Scout 
L.  T.  Prescott  at  his  own  request,  as  he  presented  satistactory 
reasons  why  he  should  be  relieved  from  duty,  and  on  rt.'coni- 
mendation  of  ]Maj.  J.  K.  Brown.  Scout  David  ^lerchant  also 
made  an  application  for  discharge,  v/nieh  I  granted  on  recom- 
mendation of  ^laj.  J.  R.  Brown,  knowing  said  .Merchant  to 
be  incompetent  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  scout.    It  was  my 
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intention  to  discharge  him  whether  it  was  his-  request  or  not. 
The  work  of  erecting  th.e  buildings  progresses  rapidly,  the 
men  all  working  well.  There  has  been  but  one  day  's  delay  in 
prosecuting  the  work,  Vvhich  was  occasioned  by  a  heavy  rain- 
storm. The  quartermaster  and  commissary-  building  is  partially 
built,  and  will  be  completed  in  time  to  receive  the  stores  on  the 
coming  train.  The  small  building  Intended  as  a  temporary 
headquarters  is  completed,  and  I  now  occupy  it. 
41-Pt.  3-131.  JOHN  CLOAVNEY,  IMajor,  Thirtieth  Wis- 

consin Infantry  Vols.,  ComJg. 


Milwaukee,  September  23,  1864. 

Brig.-Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley, 
Saint  Paul,  Minn. : 

Late  dispatches  from  General  Sully  received  yesterday. 
He  was  at  Fort  Rice,  to  which  point  he  had  returned  from 
Yellowstone.  No  truth  whatever  in  the  stories  of  your  note 
19th. 

^ll-Pt.  3-336.  JOHN  POPE,  Major-General, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Disl.  of  :Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\tinn.,  September  24,  1864. 

Col.  M.  T.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Forces,  Fort  AVadsworth: 

Colonel:  If  the  command  under  your  immediate  orders 
are  still  at  Fort  AVadswortli  when  this  dispatch  reaches  you- 
General  Sibley  directs  that  but  two  of  the  cavalry  companies 
detailed  by  you  to  relieve  tlie  companies  of  the  Thirtieth 
^Visconsin  Volunteers,  as  directed  by  sealed  orders  addressed 
to  you  at  that  post  22d  ultimo,  shall  retain  their  horses  there. 
The  other  two  companies  will  be  dismounted  and  their  hors-es 
brought  down  under  your  direction  to  Fort  Ridgely,  where 
orders  will  be  found  as  to  tlie  disposition  to  be  made'of  them. 
You  will  instruct  Major  Rose,  who  will  remain  in  command  at 
Fort  Wadsworth  as  previously  ordered,  that  the  grain  for 
forage  at  that  post  is  to  be  used  very  sparingly.  The  horses 
are  not  to  be  fed  with  grain  when  not  actively  tmiployed  while 
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the  gihzino  is  o'ood,  and  in  ai]\  case  not  over  iialf-allowanec 
should  be  given  them,  a;^  the  price  of  grain  and  of  transporta- 
tion to  that  post  are  too  enormous  to  permit  full  forage  of  that 
description  to  any  animals  at  that  post.  :\Iajor  Clowney  has 
already  been  instructed  on  the  subject. 

41-Pt.  3-354.  K.  c.  OLIX,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :Minn,.  l)ei)t.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  :\lnu3..  September  28,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pfaender, 

Commanding  Sub-District,  Poi't  Ridg-My: 

Colonel:  Your  dispatch  of  the  l^3d  instant  has  been  re- 
ceived at  these  headquarters.  It  may  be  that  there  are  a 
few  Indian  horse-thieves  as  reported  to  have  been  seen  by 
some  of  the  settlers,  but  most  of  these  rumors  Juive  proved 
apocryphal,  as  you  are  aware.  In  case  of  the  continued  illness 
of  Scout  Kennedy  his  place  might  be  filled  temporarily  by 
some  competent  man,  who  can  sp-ak  English,  from  the  scouts-' 
camp  on  the  Redwood.  :\leasures  have  been  taken  to  dispatch 
a  force  of  scouts  and  cavalry  fr.uu  Fort  AVadsworth  to  the 
James  Kiver  and  the  exti'eme  head  of  the  Coteau  to  intercept 
the  parties  of  savages  from  the  hostile  camp  northwest  of 
Devil's  Lake,  who  were  at  last  advices  making  preparations  for 
a  descent  upon  our  border.  These  parties  may,  however,  elude 
the  pursuit  of  the  force  thus  stationed  by  taking  a  different 
route,  and  therefore  the  vigilance  of  omcm-s  and  men  at  the 
several  stations  must  by  no  means  be  relaxed.  The  contractors 
for  the  transportation  of  supplio.v  to  Fort  AVadsworth  have 
applied  for  an  escort  for  a  second  and  last  train  to  leave  Fort 
Ridgely  a  few  days  after  that  expt^cted  to  take  its  departure 
this  week.  You  will  iuive  to  exercise  youi-  discretion  as  to 
the  force  that  can  be  spared  for  that  purpose,  probably  forty 
men  of  Company  I.  Fii-st  U.  S.  A'oluntetrs,  and  a  small  number 
of  cavalry  would  be  sufficient,  as  the  train  is  reported  to 
consis-t  of  not  more  than  one-hnlf  of  the  number  of  wagons  ot" 
that  preceding  it.  The  force  under  Colonel  Thomas  must  be 
far  on  its  way  toward  Fort  AVadsworth  by  this  time,  if  it  lias- 
not  already  reached  that  post.    Coloiu^l  Thomas  has  orders  to 
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attcick  any  bodies  of  hostile  Incliaus  he  may  find  along  the 
route  or  within  striking  distance  of  it.  The  brigadier-generai 
commanding  will  probably  leave  tomorrow  for  Fort  Kidgely, 
on  a  tour  of  inspection,  and  be  absent  six  or  eight  days.  He 
desires  that  you  continue  to  keep  these  headquarters  informed 
of  all  movements  of  interest. 

41-Pt.  3-464.  R,  C.  OLIN,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General. 


Headquarters  Second  :\linnesota  Brigade, 
Camp,  Ft.  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter.,  September  28,  1864. 
Capt.  R.  C.  Oliji, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General,  District  of  .Minnesota: 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  my 
command  at  this  post  on  the  26th  ultimo.  The  brief  letter  of 
instructions  from  the  general  commanding  the  district  has  been 
complied. with.  Major  Kose,  with  Companies  B,  C,  D  and  H, 
Second  Minnesota  Cavalry,  j-elieved  Major  Clownc-y's  command 
this  morning.  .Major  Clowney  marches  his  command  with  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade  tomorrow  morning  for  Fort  Kidgely. 
He  will  reach  tliere  in  nine  or  ten  days  with  good  weather. 
The  mules  and  artillery  horses  are  very  much  reduced  in  condi- 
tion and  will  be  in  numbers,  as  we  cannot  procure  a  pound  of 
forage  at  this  post.  The  conuuand  are  very  destitute  of  cloth- 
ing, as  'the  clothing  for  posts  on  the  :\Iissouri  was-  detained  by 
low  water,  and  there  being  no  surplus  at  this  post  the  men 
have  only  what  is  left  of  the  outfit  fron'i  Fort  Kidgely,  except 
a  very  small  amount  taken  from  Fort  Rice  to  cover  absolute 
uakedness.  A  report  in  detail  will  be  made  to  you  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  command  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 
41-Pt.  3-465.  T.  THOMAS,  Colonel,  Eighth  Min- 

nesota Volunteers.  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Second  ^Minnesota  Brigade, 
Camp,  Fort  AVadswortli,  Dak.  Ter.,  September  28  1864 
Capt.  K.  C.  Olin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Captain:  The  inclosed  letter  from  Captain  J.  L.  Fisk, 
assistant  quartermaster,  and  the  order  from  Brigadier-General 
Sully,  I  send  for  your  information.  You  have  perhaps  received 
news  of  Fisk's  disaster  before  this.  The  letter  contains  about 
the  only  news  we  have  in  relation  to  the  matter.  The  troops 
sent  to  his  relief  were  Colonel  Dill's  four  companies  of  the 
Thirtieth  AVisconsin.  and  the  300  men  from  my  connnand  and 
300  from  General  Sully's  command,  making  about  1.000  men, 
vv'hich  force  is  am])le.  as  the  Indians  are  very  much  scattered. 
The  relief  would  reach  him  on  the  19th  instant.  What  his -fate 
is,  God  only  knows.  The  Lieutenant  Smith  spoken  of  is  a  lieu- 
tenant that  was  left  from  the  expedition  sick  at  Fort  Rice. 
He  was  sent  by  Colonel  Dill  with  fifty  convalescent  soldiers 
belonging  to  our  command  as  an  escort.  Seven  of  these  sol- 
diers were  killed  at  the  first  onset,  and  Lieutenant  Smith  came 
out  Avith  fifteen  more  in  the  night  and  brought  the  letter  from 
Captain  Fisk  to  Coloiiel  Dill. 

.AL  T.  T^().^LVS,  Colonel,  Eighth  Minnesota 
Volunteers,  Commanding. 
(In closure  No.  1) 

In  Camp  on  the  Heights  Near  Thick  Timber  lliver, 
Dak.  Ter.,  Eleven  .Allies  East  ' of  :\[ontana  Line, 

September  4,  1864. 

Colonel  Dill, 

Commanding  Fort  Ivice: 

I  have  to  report  to  you,  throuo-h  the  bearer,  Lieutenant 
Smith,  the  sad  mishap  of  the  loss  of  eight  men  killed  and 
wounded,  from  an  iinexf)ected  attacl;  upon  our  rear  day  before 
yesterday,  two  wagons  l)ecoming  detached  by  an  upset.  Tlie 
wagons  were  taktn.  two  drivers  and  seven  out  of  tfie  eight 
rear  guard  left  with  the  teains  were  killed.  AVe  halted  at  the 
first  report  and  dispntclied  men  to  recover  tlie  ])odies.  etc. 
All  of  tlie  l)oys,  without  excei.t ion.  ai-ted  bravely  and  like  men. 
Lieutenant  Smitii  proved  liims.'lf  a   host.     We  recovered  the 
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bodies  and  gave  them  decent  burial.  On  the  followino'  niornintr 
we  took  up  our  line  of  march;  had  to  soon  double  into  four 
columns  and  defend  ourselves  against  150  Indians,  a  regular 
war  party,  who  attacked  us  on  all  sides  with  considerable  pre- 
tensions. Our  watchword  was  ''revenge/'  and  without  losing 
a  man,  and  making  a  march  skirmish  for  every  rod  of  the 
ground,  about  nine  miles,  we  killed  and  severely  wounded  at 
least  twenty  of  the  red  fiends.  Today  we  find  our  march  im- 
peded by  a  force  too  formidable  to  keep  off  and  make  any 
progress.  After  a  drive  of  two  miles,  skirmishing  and  charging 
for  heights  to  get  a  secure  position,  we  were  driven  into  camp 
and  have  had  a  lively  worlv  all  day.  "We  are  now  harassed 
by  about  250  warriors,  out  of  whom  we  have  killed  some  six 
or  eight  today,  taking  several  scalps,  etc.  One  of  our  boys 
was  wounded  in  the  shoulder  today.  To  turn  back  would  be 
to  certain  destruction  to  my  little  party.  By  a  bold  front  and 
great  vigilance,  we  shall,  I  think,  be  able  to  hold  out  until 
relieved.  I  send  to  you  for  help.  You  Avill,  I  know,  do  all  in 
your  poAver  to  quickly  relieve  us.  Our  salvation  with  such 
numbers  as-  you  may  send  at  once,  Avill  be  in  going  forward. 
We  are  about  half  way  across,  but  beyond  the  worst  ground, 
except  the  next  five  nules.  My  men,  the  emigrants,  and  the 
cavalry  seem  to  vie  with  each  other  as  to  which  will  (do)  most 
and  best  duty.  Send  me  Lieutenant  Smith  with  the  force  you 
forward,  for  I  like  him  as  a  brave,  faithful  and  efficient  officer 
in  the  work  we  have  on  hand.  ^Ye  have  been  regularly 
attacked  by  charges  from  tlie  Indians*  a  number  of  times  yes- 
terday and  today,  both  in  camp  and  on  the  niarch,  but  have 
repelled  every  one  with  disaster  to  the  enemy.  The  lieutenant 
will  tell  you  particulars  and  tell  you  how  important  that  we 
should  have  help  at  once. 

JxVMES  L.  FISK,  Captain  and  Assistant 
Quartermaster,  Comdg.  Expedilion. 
(Inelosure  No.  2) 
General  Orders,  No.  SO. 

Headquarters  Xortliwestern  Indian  Expedition, 

Camp  Xo.  67,  Se[.tember  9,  18()4. 
Captain    Fisk,    assistant   c[.uarterm;ister,   in   chaj-ge   of  an 
Idaho  emigrant  train  of  about  100  wagons,  liaving  s>nn  in  a  re- 
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quest  for  assistance,  be  bein«i'  completely  surrounded  and  liable 
to  be  destroyed  by  a  Larg-e  body  of  hostile  Indians,  Colonel 
Dill,  Thirtieth  AViseonsin,  with  all  the  troops  of  his  o^arrison, 
w^il  proceed  without  delay  to  his  assistance.  In  addition  to 
his  iorce,  200  of  the  Eighth  ^linnesota  Infantry  and  100  of 
the  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry  as  infantry,  100  of  Brackett's  bat- 
talion, 100  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  nnd  100  Second  ^Minnesota 
will  accompany  the  expedition  and  report  immediately  to 
Colonel  Dill,  the  officers  to  command  these  troops  to  be  de- 
tailed by  the  commanders  of  the  regiments  or  battalions. 
Captain  Pope  will  order  two  field  onuis  and  one  caisson  to 
accompany  the  ex[)edit ion.  Eighteen  days  field  rations  will  be 
carried  in  wagons.  Sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man  will 
be  carried.  The  troo[)s  will  march  in  light  order;  no  supplies, 
baggage  of  any  kind  to  be  carried.  Colonel  Dill  Thirtieth 
AYisconsiu,  will  receive  written  instructions  from  thes-e  head- 
quarters. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sully: 
41.Pt.  3-466.  JOILX  H.  BELL,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General. 


Headquai-ters  Fort  Wadsworth, 

September  28,  1864. 

Capt.  B.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,   Saint  Paul,  ]Minn.: 

Captain:  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  77,  from 
headquarters  :Minnes()ta  Brigade,  ]  have  this  day  assumed  com- 
mand of  this  post,  relieving  Major  Clowney,  Thirtieth  Ax'iscon- 
sin  Volunteers,  who  leaves  in  t!ie  morning  Avith  Colonel  Thomas 
and  his  command,  all  in  good  liealth  and  spirits.  I  find  but 
little  done  as  yet  in  the  way  of  erecting  buildings,  but  I 
understand  that  considerable  timber  is  prepared  for  use,  and 
I  hope  and  expect  by  the  time  winter  fairly  sets  in  to  have 
comfortable  quartei-s  for  both  officers  and  men  and  the  quar- 
tennaster  and  commiss-ary  buildin'.is,  also  the  hospital,  up  and 
in  use.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  urge  the  necessity  of  send- 
ing uj)  a  good  supply  of  grain  for  the  horses  just  as  soon  as 
practicable.  A  large  nund.)er  is  now  here  and  in  a  much 
rt^duced    condition   from   the   campaign    they    just    came  otT, 
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and  there  is  no  grain  liere.    As  I  Imve  but  just  arrived  here 
cannot  give  you  any  general  information  of  affairs  in  this  so- 
tion,  but  will  keep  you  informed  from  time  to  time. 
41-Pt.  3-467.  ROBEKT  II.  HOSE,  Major,  Second 

Minnesota  .Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Department   of  the  Northwest, 

J,  .    r,      TT  .  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  September  30,  1S64. 

Bng.-Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  ^linnesota.  Saint  Paul- 
General:   Your  letter  of  the  27th  instant  has  been  received 
General  Sully  writes  me  from  Fort  Rice,  under  date  of  Septem- 
ber 9  statmg  that  seven  Vauklouais  are  there,  who  inform  him 
tr,at  the  chiefs  of  that  band  are  on  their  wav  to  Fort  Riee  to 
negotiate  for  peace.    The  only  hostile  Indians."  as  it  seems  from 
whom  anytlnng  is  to  be  ap,n-ehendc-d,  on  the  Minnesota  (fron- 
tier) are  tlie  small  bands  luidcr  Sleepy  E.vcs.  White  Lodo-e  etc 
and  any  raids  they  can  make  before  winter  must  of  nlcc^ssit; 
be  small  affairs.    Colonel  Thomas  is  ordered  in  retnrnino.  to 
Minnesota  to  march  against  any  hostile  Indians  whom  he  mav 
lear  o   anywnere  south  of  Devil's  Lake.  I  have  also  sent  ordei^s 
to  Sully  to  send  over  to  you  Bracketfs  battalion,  and  I  send 
omorrow  the  other  two  con.panies  of  the  -First  U.  S.  Vohm- 
teeis.    \\ith  all  these  forces  it  would  seem  tliat  the  frontier  of 
Minnesota  ought  to  be  safe.    I  send  these  forces  in  deference 
.0  your  apprehensions,  though  I  cannot  bring  mvself  to  believe 
there  can  be  any  danger,  except  from  -small  raids,  which  the 
iTvT  '^-T  """"^l-'-tly  al,le  to  manage: 

JN^O.  POPE,  Major-General,  . 

Comma  ndino-. 

Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully,  Sopt-mber  30.  1SC4. 

Port  Rice,  Dak.  Ter. : 

If  you  do  not  need  Bracketfs  battalion  this  winter  send 
them  aero,ss  the  country  to  Minnesota. 

J^^O.  POPK.  MajQr-Geneial. 
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Abstract  from  Return  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 
for  the  Month  of  September,  1864. 

(Compiled   mainly  from  su])ordinate  returns.) 
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41-Pt.  3-529. 


Hdqrs.  Di.st.  of  :\linn..  Dept.  of  the  Xortliwe.st, 

Saint  Paul,  :Minn.,  October  4,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 

Commanding  Dept  of  the  Northwest.  ^Mihvankee,  Wis.: 

General:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  my  return  last  even- 
ing from  an  official  visit  to  Fort  Kipley.  *  *  *  ^lajor 
Brown's  ofiieial  report  to  wliieli  1  alluded  in  my  letter  of  27th 
ultimo  has  reached  me,  and  1  beo-  le^ive  to  inclose  a  copy  here- 
with. You  will  perceive  that  he  is  quite  emphatic  in  th- 
expression  of  a  belief  that  there  will  be  formidable  descents 
.upon  the  border  before  the  settinu'  in  of  winter. 

IT.  ir.  SIBLEY,  Brio;adier-General,  Comdo-. 

(Inelosure) 

Special  ^Military  Agency, 
Fort  AVadsworth,  September  18,  1864 
Maj.  J.  Clowney,  Commanding: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return,  day  before 
yesterday,  of  the  messengers  dispatched  to  the  Sissetons'  camp 
immediately  upon  my  appointment  as  military  agent  at  tliis 
post.  Tlie  principal  man  (AVausukige)  is  the  son  of  the  Burn- 
ing Earth,  an  influential  Sisseton  chief,  and  is  now  the  chief 
of  the  Burnin^r  f:arth  band  of  Lac  Traverse  Sissetons.  He  is 
reliable  and  I  i)lace  much  coufidenee  in  the  reports  he  brhiL's. 
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£d.?l,et;/E"'  ^'^"'^^  °*              ^^^^''P^tons,  White 

Thr^is  P  .        ■  ">««"P«1  on  the  Assinniboine  River 

to  Fo^r,       '  l'^-  AVhite  Lodge's,  band,  have 

nd    vhS".-      '  ""^  ''"-""^^^                  «^       "-tile  eaCp 

r,?.         *"  ™".P.  ...„„tm„g  370  lodre. 

.ne  l,'  r .  "";■;„::" 
.0  «.c ...... .w,;,„u;Kr;;;;„:  ,:".?:r;r' 

abme     He  ihmks  that  if  they  do  leave  thev  will  Inve 
%ht  then,  .a,-  out  of  the  ea,„p.  as  fu,v  a.e  eo^ta 
^hen  I  ,„q„„.,a  ,,,v  they  did  not  remain  awav  from  the    nVn  ' 
c^.«P  1.0.  replied  that  the  hostile  Indians  .^.e  pre^    e  : 
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follow  theiii  the  moment  they  should  attempt  to  move  down, 
and  White  Lodge's  band  was  with  tliem  to  watch  and  report 
any  such  movement. 

Standing  Buffalo,  lied  Feather  and  Oyehurza  are  the  only 
principal  chiefs  who  held  out.  Some  of  their  bands  have  left 
them  and  joined  the  hostik^  l)ands,  wliile  the  friendly  portion  of 
the  bands  of  the  chiefs  who  made  peace  last  spring  have  joined 
the  friendly  chiefs.  The  friendly  Sissetons  number  abont  170 
lodges.  Wansukige  says  that  whilst  at  the  camp  he  heard  the 
history  of  all  the  raids,  the  names  of  the  persons  engaged  in 
them,  and  the  success-  they  met  with.  xVll  the  murders  and 
horse-stealing  expeditions  were  spoken  of,  except  that  between 
Georgetown  and  Al)ercr()]nl)ie.  He  could  obtain  no  information 
of  any  such  party,  and  feels  satisfied  that  these  murders  were 
not  committed  by  Sioux.  Upon  leaving  the  hostile  camp  ne 
went  to  a  camp  of  Out  Head  Yanktonais.  These  Indians 
formed  a  part  of  the  camp  attacked  by  General  Sully.  They 
expressed  themselves  anxious'  to  renuiin  at  peace,  electa  ring 
they  had  never  had  any  reason  to  believe  they  were  regarded 
ay  enemies  by  our  Gov.M'nment  until  they  were  fired  upon  by 
our  troops.  After  tlie  iiglit  in  which  ttiey  lost  all  their  lodges',, 
meat  kettles,  etc.,  and  some  of  their  men.  they  moved  toAvard 
the  Missouri,  which  they  crossed.  AVhile  encamped  on  that 
river  they  saw  a  boat  with  fourteen  men  pass  from  the  gold 
mines.  They  called  the  men  ashore,  shook  hands  with  them, 
and  allowed  them  to  depart  without  molesting  them  in  any  man- 
ner either  in  person  or  pro[)erty.  Wausukige.  was  at  a  council 
in  this  camp  where  all  tlie  principal  men  were  assembled. 
After  hearing  from  him  the  object  of-  his  journey,  and  the 
treatment  he  hael  receiveel  after  making  peace,  etc.,  a  young 
man  who  appeared  to  have  influence  in  the  council  arose 
and  pointing  to  the  chiefs,  said: 

What  are  you  doing.'  This  man  has  traveled  on  foot  a 
great  distance  to  carry  good  news-  to  the  Sioux  who  desire 
peace.  Because  the  Americans  have  struck  us  while  we 
were  in  the  Teton  camp  art'  we  to  l)e  at  eiunity  with  them 
and  be  hunted  over  the  prairie  like  l)ulfaloes.'  What  are  you 
waiting  for.'  This  man  has  conu^  to  our  eami)  from  afar  otf, 
we  know  ho  did  not  come  of  iiis  own  act-ord.  The  authoi'ities 
31 — 
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Of  the  Government  have  sent  him  to  the  Sissetons,  to  the  Cut 

Heads,  to  all  Indians  who  will  ho  at  peace.    Our  Great  Father 

ho  ds  out  his  hand  to  us.    AViU  we  permit  him  to  draw  it  back 

^Mthout  taking  hold  of  it?    If  not,  ame.    You  are  chiefs.  You 

vTJ^T  yoin-  lodges,  and  you  need 

i.  L  en^;,      ''"'V"''"  '•"''^  °^  t'"^  that 

IS  extended  toward  you. 

This  speech  was  favorably  received,  and  it  was  agreed  in 
council  that  as  soon  as  the  lodges  could  be  replaced  that  the 
camp  would  move  toward  Fort  Kice  for  the  purpose  of  makin- 
peace  and  renewing  their  friendly  intercourse  with  the  white9° 
In  connection  with  the  report  of  these  messengers  I  would  also 
report  that  the  first  messen-rers  that  come  from  tlie  Sissetons 
(of  whom  I  spoke  ui  a  former  report)  are  anxious  to  return 
and  I  should  be  gratified  they  should  go.  as  thev  have  been 
for  some  weeks  with  the  camp  here,  and  could  give  a  favorable 
report  of  the  continued  care  exercis-ed  over  the  Indians' who 
have  made  peace.   Also  I  think  the  more  frequentlv  communica- 
tion can  be  kept  up  with  the  Sissetons  the  greater  the  prob- 
ability that  the  Sissetons  will  effect  their  escape  from  the  hos- 
tile camp,  but,  under  existina  circumstances,  I  have  decided  to 
retain  the  mess,  n^ers  here.    The  success  of  the  measures  t.ken 
to  intercept  partie.*  of  hostile  Sioux  depends  verv  muel,  in 
keeping  them  in  isnorauee  of  the  position  of  the  forces,  stock 
etc.,  here,  and  if  these  messengers  were  to  meet  a  war  partv 
there  is  great  danger  that  they  would  learn  much  that  they 
should  not  know.    I  feel  satisfied  that  the  fall  will  be  devoted 
to  raids  by  the  Sioux,  and  nothing  but  the  most  untiring- 
^^gllance  will  prevent  many  of  these  parlies  from  passing  dowii 
to    he  settlements.    That  all  can  be  detected  is  not  wifhout  a 
probability,  witl,  the  force  tliat  can  l,e  devoted  to  that  ob.ject 
but  as  all  necessaiy  precautions  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
all  other  persons  from  straggling  or  placing  themselves  in  a 
position  to  do  mischief,  I  think  it  would  be  hiohlv  wron..  to 
send  men  where  there  is  every  chance  of  their  sivin-^  informa- 
tion that  would  be  important  to  the  members  of  a  war  party. 
41-Pt.  3-62.';.  J  R  BROAVX.  Ma.ior.,  etc..  Special 

iVrilitarv  Ao-ent. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Miiiii.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  Miim.,  October  8,  1864. 

Maj.  R.  H.  Rose, 

Commanding  Fort  Wadsworth: 

Major:  You  are  respectfully  informed  that  your  dispatch 
of  28th  ultimo  announcinor  the  fact  of  your  havino-  relieved 
Major  Clowney  in  the  comiiumd  of  Fort  AVadsworth,  according 
to  the  order  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding,  has  been 
received  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  buildings-  have  uot  been 
more  rapidly  advanced  than  your  letter  intimates.  General 
Sibley  depends  upon  your  known  energy  to  push  them  forward 
to  completion  as  rapidly  as  practicable.  You  are  instructe  I 
to  send  down  under  safe  guard  all  the  horses  of  the  companies 
of  cavalry  now  at  Fort  AVadsworth  to  Fort  Kidgely,  where 
orders  ^viU  be  given  for  the  proper  disposition  of  them  with 
the  exception  of  those  for  mounting  one  company  for  scout  and 
other  duty.  Grain  for  100  animals  for  the  winter  has  been 
forwarded  by  the  last  train  and  this  must  be  husbanded  Avith 
great  care  and  be  fed  only  in  half  allowances  for  the  present 
to  the  animals  called  to  perform  active  service  of  hard  labor. 
The  100  mentioned  will  em1)race  the  post  teams  and  such 
horses  as  will  be  retained  at  the  post  for  such  service  as  may  be 
indispensable  during  the  winter  months.  The  co.st  of  grain  and 
ether  articles  of  every  description  is?  so  high  and  the  price  of 
transportation  to  the  post  under  your  command  so  enormous 
that  you  are  instructed  to  exercise  the  most  vigilant  supervision 
over  all  the  branches  of  the  service,  so  as  to  prevent  every 
unnecessary  expenditure  and  to  enforce  the  most  stringent  econ- 
omy. The  orders  for  the  issue  of  rations,  etc..  have  been  aiven 
in  detail  to  Alajor  Clowney  in  previous  dispatches,  and  you 
will  be  governed  thereby.  You  will  also  report  frequently  all 
the  information  you  may  obtain  relating  to  the  movements  of 
Indians  and  all  other  matters  of  importance,  including  the 
progress  of  the  work  at  the  post. 

41-Pt.  .3-720.  R.  C.  OLIX.  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General. 
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Ildqrs.  Dist.  of  :\Iiini.,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,   October  9,  1S64. 

Maj.  E.  II.  Eose, 

Commanding-  Port  AVadswortli: 

:\rajor:  It  may  be  that  the  train  which  last  left  Fort 
Eidgely  for  Fort  "Wadswortli  will  not  have  left  to  return  before 
this  reaches  you.  In  such  case  the  horses  to  be  sent  down  as 
directed  in  the  dispatch  of  yesterday  from  these  headquarters 
can  be  brought  to  Port  Eidgely  under  the  charge  of  the  escort. 
You  will  have  to  exercise  a  wide  discretion  in  carrying  out  the 
instructions  so  that  the  animals  to  be  dispatched  below  may 
reach  a  point  where  they  eaJi  l)e  properly  fed  and  attended  to 
without  unnecessary  delay.  Colonel  Thomas  was  written  to  on 
the  24th  ultimo,  to  leave  only  the  horses  of  two  companies  at 
Port  "Wadsworth,  but  it  seems  the  dispatch  did  not  reach  him 
in  time.  By  the  letter  of  instructions  addressed  to  you,  8th 
instant,  you  will  perceive  that  it  is  the  intention  of  General 
Sibley  only  to  leave  such  horses  at  the  post  under  your  com- 
r;and  as  are  deemed  indispensable  for  scouting  and  other  duty 
requiring  a  mounted  force.  The  great  ob.ject  is  to  save  the  con- 
sumption of  grain  at  the  post,  and  to  that  end  all  animals 
that  can  be  spared  without  detriment  to  the  elYiciency  of  the 
service  should  be  sent  to  Port  Eidgely. 

41-Pt.  3-745.  E.  C.  OLIX,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General. 


Headquarters  Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter., 

•  October  12,  1864. 

Capt.  E.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,   Saint   Paul,  :Minn.: 

Captain:  The  detachment  of  the  Second  .Minnesota 
Cavalry,  under  Captain  Davy,  that  wciit  to  the  rescue  of  Pisk, 
reached  here  this  afternoon.  The  Indians  had  all  left  Pisk  a 
number  of  days  before  the  expedilion  reached  him.  He  and 
his  command  returned  to  Port  Eice;  part  of  it  (ten  wagons-; 
cajue  through  with  Captain  Davy,  and  part  Avent  down  the 
:\Iissouri  with  General  Sully's  brigade,  and  part  remained  at 
Fort  Eice.    The  captain  I'eports  havinu"  seen  an  encampment  of 
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some  200  lod^^es  on  the  :\Iis.souri  Coteau  and  about  half  way 
from  Fort  Rice  to  the  James  Eiver,  and  that  he  also  saw  other 
fresh  signs  of  Indians  at  other  places.    I  trust  that  the  next 
mail  will  bring-  me  orders  in  reference  to  the  forces  to  be  kept 
here  this  winter,  and  especially  in  reference  to  the  amount  of 
stock.     I  would   respectfully   suggtst   that   one   company  be 
ordered  down  to  :\Iinnesota,  and  with  it  the  horses  of  three 
other  companies,  leaving  here  only  sufficient  of  the  best  for 
one  company  and  the  scouts.     Those,  with  the  stock  of  the 
quartermaster,  will  be  all  that  we  can  possibly  whiter  and  do 
justice  to.    In  my  last  I  stated  the  amount  of  hay  that  there 
was  any  prospect  of  obtaining,  and  that  is  about  twenty  miles 
away,  and  the  chance  of  its  being  destroyed  any  day  by  fire. 
I  shall  be  surprised  if  the  Indians  do  not  make  the  attempt, 
and  from  present  indications  as  to  the  amount  of  corn  and  oats 
that  are  and  will  be  here,  we  could  only  feed  for  about  forty 
days  at  full  rations.    AVe  ;ire  going  to  be  troubled  about  haul- 
ing the  hay  in,  as  we  are  sliort  of  transportation.    The  sawmill 
keeps  twenty-four  mules  daily  emi,ioyed.    I  found  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  give  Captain  .McKusick,  assistant  quartermaster, 
an  order  to  take  possession  of  four  mule  teams  that  brinight 
up  the  baggage  of  Captains  Bonham's  and  Strant's  couq)anies, 
when  they  came  up  as  an  escort  to  Brackett's  train,  whioli 
left  for  Fort  Ridgely  today.    They  will  help  us  much  in  our 
difficulty,  but  we  still  need  more  transportation  here,  for  in 
adelition  to  hauling  hay  we  have  luml)er,  stone,  wood.  etc.  AVe 
had  some  talk  with  :\rr.  Brackett  about  leaving  some  teams 
here  to  haul  hay,  but  the  best  proj^osition. that  he  made  was  to 
leave  tAventy-five  wagons  and  fifty  yoke  of  oxen  (the  oxen  to 
be  killed  for  beef  after  the  hay  was  hauled;),  two  wagon  ma^-- 
ters,  we  to  furnish  the  drivers,  price  $100  per  day.       So  I 
thought  it  much  better  to  take  possession  of  the  four  mule 
teams,  which  I  did,  and  with  them  we  can  manage  to  get 
along,  I  think.    Buildino-s  are  progressing  as  rapidly  as  circum- 
stances will  permit.    The  sawmill  cuts  but  slowly.    The  hos- 
pital is  inclosed  and  being  linished.     The  cpiartermaster  and 
eommissary   building    is   being    roofed,    about    half  shingled. 
Foundation  for  a  block  of  the  men's  quarters  about  finished. 
The  commissioners.  :\lessrs.  Brown  and  Gilbert,  are  now  her.'. 
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TLTL         r    J'  ""^  I  down  in 

1;    .       *      9"  are  a  little  rested  the 

?rv   Z;  ''"""^""'^^  «--d  M,„nesota  Cav! 

F  Captain  Davy..    Those  of  the 

^isz-'rz::'"''''''^     -     '-^^  - 

«-Pt.  3-827.  ROBT.  IT.  ROSE,  ilajor,  Second  Min- 

nesota Cavalry,  Coradg.  Post. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn.,  Dept.  of  the  Nortlnvest 
:^iaj.  .R.  H.  Rose,  l^^^' 
Commanding  Fort  AVadsworth.  Dak.  Ter.: 

-Alajor:  Your  dispateli  of  5th  instant  to  these  headcmr 
ters  reached  here  last  evening,  and  by  direction  of  G  n  al' 
feibley  I  proceed  to  reply  to  it  seriatim.  '  The  report  of  Alaior 

re'Sa.^'""^ '''''' ^^-'p^'^^.  aj:: 

Ihe.e'^tll.ri't"™"'","'  *°  at 

these  h  adquarterv,  and  repeated   instructions   were  sent  to 

Major  Clowney  o.  the  subject.    The  large  drafts  on  t  e  s„. 

astence  stores  of  tl.e  post,  by  feeding  so  many  Indians  m  t 

that  . , one  but  the  scouts  and  their  families  were  to  be  fur 

to  the  ""v'"'  -  'he  sp  cia  o/dj; 

to  th    eommauding  officer  at  Port  Abererombie,  where  they 
first  drew  theu-  rations.    Herewith  you  will  receive  a    p  3 
order  regulating  the  whole  n.atter.     The  necess  tv   o  W 
landing  every  part  of  the  rations  at  so  distLt  a nc      \v:  te  t 
"  t  '  renders  the  eonsta:    su  er^ 

prcv  nt  \  '  /""""'"f'"*  1'-^  «  "nt  necessitv  to 

'Xr    f    ;>r,  '""^^^  ^"'^  «P°-"-«  to^the 

o  b      ro,n  ■  S'>""ld  there  prove 

t.e  tiom  any  eau.se  an  nisufflcient  supply  vou  will  re-Hi1v  ' 
pereeu-e  that  it  will  be  almost  impradi  a'ie  to  reXis .  the 
stores  dunng  the  winter  or  early  in  the  spring     4  Ml  - 1, 
of  subsistence  for  «00  men  for  one  year  has  been  dis    tel^^  l'to  ' 
the  pos-t  under  your  command,  which  should  more  t    n  ffi 
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for  the  force  that  will  winter  after  making  every  allowance 
for  unavoidable  damage  and  extraordinary  issues.  The  remarks, 
relative  to  the  necessity  for  the  exercise  of  personal  supervision 
over  the  subsistence  department  will  also  apply  to  the  public 
property  in  the  possession  of  other  branches  of  the  service. 
The  most  vigilant  and  stringent  economy  must  be  practiced 
at  so  remote  and  expensive  a  military  post. 

Second.    You  have  probably  received,  or  wull  receive,  dis- 
patches from  these  headquarters,  in  which  you  are  instructed 
to  send  down  all  the  horses  but  those  of  two  companies,  and 
a  further  reduction  in  the  number  will  be  made,  so  that  not 
more  than  100  animals,  including  the  post  teams,  will  remain  at 
Wadsworth  during  the  winter.    A  supply  of  grain  for  that 
number  has  probably  reached  you  ere  this,  and  as  it  is  probably 
all  that  can  be  furnished  this  fall  you  will  appreciate  the 
importance  of  dealing  it  out  sparingly.    Full  directions  with 
regard  to  the  matter  were  sent  to  Major  Clowney.    The  num- 
ber of  horses  to  be  retained  should  include  those  requisite  for 
occasional  scouting  duty,  keeping  up  communication  with  Fort 
Abercrombie,  etc.    All  the  rest  can  be  sent  down  in  charge  of 
the  detachment  expected  from  Fort  Kice,  or  by  the  troops  em- 
ployed in  escorting  the  downward  trains.    The  casting  for  the 
mill  will  be  attended  to  immediately,  the  chief  quartermaster 
of  the  district  having  been  ordered  to  give  the  matter  his. 
immediate  attention.    The  hay  already  purchased,  or  so  much 
as  "is  required  forthwith,  should  be  brought  to'the  post.  The 
assistant  quarternuister  will  doubtless  be  instructed  by  the  chief, 
quartermaster  of  the  department,  to  whom  Major  Clowney 's; 
report  on  the  subject  was  sent,  with  reference  to  the  whole 
subject. 

Third.  Inclosed  herewith  you  will  find  a  special  order 
constituting  a  military  commission  for  the  trial  of  the  Indian 
prisoners.  The  proceedings  must  be  formal  and  particular  in 
every  respect,  and  the  evidence  duly  authenticated  be  given 
in  extenso.  Attested  copy  of  the  order  convening  the  com- 
mission must  be  prefixed  in  cases  of  court  martial.  The  pro- 
ceedings must  be  as  summary  a.^  the  ends  of  justice  will  permit, 
and  the  prisoner  allowed  every  fair  opportunity  to  prove  his 
innocence.    The  charges  and  speciiieations  may  be  made  out 
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and  signed  by  any  commissioned  officer,  and  must  be  drawn 
so  as  to  cover  all  the  crimes  committed  in  18G2  (if  any)  and 
smce.  Ihere  are  witnesses  among  the  scouts  and  India.^;  about 
the  post  wiio  must  be  lool;ed  up  by  the  judge-advocate  The 
proceedings  will  be  sent  when  completed  , to  these  head- 
quarters. 

Fourth.  The  blanks  or  such  of  them  as  are  now  on  hand 
will  be  sent  to  you  without  delay.  Tho.se  required,  of  which 
there  are  none  at  these  h,>adquarters,  will  be  dispatched  as  soon 
as  received,  also  a  cousohlated  morning  report  book. 

Fifth.    It  would  be  advisable  to  maintain  a  midwav  sta- 
tion between  Forts  Wadsworth  and  Abercrombie,  as  vou  su- 
gest,  for  convenience  of  winter  travel,  but  no  troops  can  Iv 
spared  from  Abercrombie  at  present,  as  the  force  has  been 
weakened  very  much  by  escort  and  patrol  detachments  There 
should  be  a  commissioned  otHeer  and  not  less  than  thirtv  men 
stationed  at  the  point  selected,  aiid  a  ' strong  block-hoase  or 
stockade  built  for  their  protection.    This  can  be  done  after  you 
have  been  re-enforced,  as  you  probably  will  be,  bv  two  com- 
panies of  the  First  U.  S.  \oh,nteers.    Orders  wei-e  sent  sev- 
eral days  smce  to  retain  Company  A  of  that  redment  at  Wads- 
worth,  but  It  may  have  reached  there  too  late,  in  which  case 
another  detachment  will  be  sent  very  soon.    Nothing  has  vet 
been  learned  of  the  fate  of  Captain  Fisk's  partv  or  of  "the 
detachrnent  sent  to  his  rescue  since  the  departure  "of  the  latter 
from  Fort  Bice.    Having  replied  to  the  enquiries  in  vour  dis- 
patch you  will  be  fully  posted  with  reference  to  the  desires  o* 
General  .Sibley  on  these  sulijects  and  governed  accordin-^lv 
art  of  the  scouts  will  i,e  retained  and  otliers  diseharoed  from 
the  service,  as  you  will  perceive  from  the  accompanvin^  spe- 
ei.il  order.    In  occasional  ea.e  of  ab.solute  destitution  amonr-  the 
Indians  who  are  friendly,  issues  of  rations  n,ay  be  made^  but 
these  must  be  exceptional  in  their  character,     ifajor  Rrown 

rn!i'f:[thf';:i;';:-     "^"'-^     ''''''  ^^'^^^  ■-'-•••^ 

41-Pt.  3-900.  R.  c,  OLL\-.  Assistant  Ad.nitant- 

General. 
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Headquarters  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter.,  October  17,  1864. 

Capt.  J.  IL  Pt'll, 

.  A.  A.  G.,  Dist.  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  X.  Sioux  City,  Iowa: 
Captain:  I  have  the  lionor  to  announce  for  the  informa- 
tion  of  the  conimandino-  general  my  safe  arrival  at  this  post 
at  1:30  p.  m.  with  niy  connnand,  nine  days  and  a  half  from 
Fort  Sully.  I  would  have  made  it  quicker  had  not  cattle 
given  out.  I  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  four  men  on 
the  route  from  chronic  diarrhoea,  resulting  from  stagnant 
water  in  creeks  being  drank  too  freely.  I  met  the  Two  Bear 
band  at  Wood  Lake,  and  had  a  conference  with  the  chief. 
He  expressed  himself  as  desirous  of  making  a  lasting  peace  not 
only  for  himself  and  band  but  foi-  the  benefit  of  all  the  bands 
hostile  to  you  this  last  summer,  and  promised  to  use  his  influ- 
ence by  sending  out  the  next  morning  some  young  men  to  the 
various  tribes  for  the  chiefs  to  meet  me  at  Fort  Rice  with  such 
overtures  as  I  felt  you  gave  me  authority  to  make,  viz.:  kind 
treatment  and  other  conditions  which  I  left  for  the  result  of 
the  conference,  and  instnu-tions  which  I  respectfully  ask  may 
he  given  from  your  head<iuarters.  Further  I  did  not  commit 
rayself.  I  thinlv.  aside  from  the  natural  desire,  as  winter  ap- 
proaches, to  Jiieet  their  necessities'  by  friendly  advances,  that 
there  is  an  opportunity  by  proper  management  to  conclude  an 
honorable  and  lasting  peace.  1  draw  these  conclusions  by  obser- 
vation and  conversation  with  the  Two  Bear  and  some  of  the 
Upper  Yanktonais,  who  are  now  on  Sand  Creek.  The  com- 
manding general  is  so  well  af([uaiiited'  with  the  question  t^iat 
I  will  not  piO])ose  how  this  may  he  brought  about  unti]  I  urn 
infor)ned  of  my  power  to  act  in  the  nuitter.  Colonel  Dill  l-fr 
with  his  com\iiand  in  boats  on  tiie  12th.  The  det:ichment  of 
the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  will  leave  tomorrow  by  the  transpoi-ta- 
tion  used  by  my  command.  I  shall  proceed  to  carry  out  the 
generars  plans  in  regard  to  the  fort  innm^diately.  The  weather 
is  fine.  I  would  r.'spectfully  ask  that  I  may  be  authorized  to 
muster  into  service  hieut.  J.  C.  Cronan,  Avhose  ai)pointment  a 
copy  I  inclose.  He  has  made  every  etl'ort  to  obtain  muster,  and 
is  a  faithful  otlicer. 

C.  A.  n.  DIMOX.  Colonel,  Commanding. 
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(Iiidorsement) 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  x\ovember  23,  1864. 
Respectfully   transmitted  for   the   information   of  Major- 
General  Halleek. 

JNO.  POPE,  :Major-General,  Commanding. 


41-Pt.  4-65. 

Headquarters  Second  Sub-District  of  Minnesota, 
Fort  Ridgely,  October  19,  1864. 
Asst.  Adj.-Gen.  Dist.  of  :\Iinn.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.: 
Captain:  *  *  *  The  return  train  from  Fort  Wadsworth 
is  within  four  days'  travel  from  this  post  tonight  and  in  very 
bad  condition.  Captain  Davy,  with  the  detachment  of  Minne- 
sota Cavalry  sent  to  the  relief  of  Captain  Fisk,  is  with  them; 
also  a  portion  of  Fisk's  Idaho  train,  which  was  found  safe  and 
conducted  back  to  Fort  Rice.  Captain  Fisk  is  reported  to  have 
gone  down  the  ^Missouri  liiver.  If  no  news  should  have  reached 
you  of  the  result  of  the  expedition  sent  out  to  the  relief  of  the 
captain  and  his  train  I  caJi  inform  you  that  according  to  un- 
official reports  received  on  their  arrival  they  found  no  more 
Indians,  but  the  cavalry  of  the  First  Brigade^  lost  some  16  or  18 
horses,  reported  to  have  been  taken  by  Indians  through  a  stam- 
pede.   *    *  * 

Hoping  that  my  action  in  the  several  matters  referred  to 
has  the  approval  of  the  commanding  general. 

WILLIA:\1  PFAEXDER,  Lieutenant-Colonel,'  Commanding 
41-Pt.  4-122. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  r^linnesota.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  ^linn.,  October  19,  1864. 

]\raj.  J.  F.  :Meline, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.-Gen..  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.: 
Have  you  intelligence  from  Colonel  DilF.sr  command,  sent 
to  rescue  Fisk? 
41-Pt.  4-125. 

H.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigadiei'-General,  Commanding. 
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Milwaukee,  October  20,  1864 

Brig.-Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley, 
Saint  Paul,  Minn.: 
Fisk  relieved  and  back  at  Fort  Rice.    Brackett^s  battalion 
leaves  Sioux  City  on  25th.    Two  hundred  of  Eighth  Minnesota 
will  reach  Dubuque  Saturday. 
41-Pt.  4-152. 

J.  F.  MELIXE,  Acting-  Assistant.  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  October  20,  ]864. 

Brig.-Gen.  IT.  II.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  :\Iinnesota : 
General:  I  sent  you  the  other  day  some  dispatches  from 
General  Sully  in  relation  to  Brackett\s  battalion  and  the  de- 
tachment Eighth  Minnesota.  Fisk's  expedition  has  been  re- 
lieved and  brought  back  to  Fort  Rice.  General  Sully  makes 
serious  charges  against  Captnin  Fisk.  and  states  that  nearly  all 
the  emigrants  he  took  out  were  traitors  aiid  men  running  away 
from  the  draft.  I  wish  you  to  make  arrangements-  to  dispose 
of  Brackett's  battalion  in  the  most  judicious  manner  for  fron- 
tier defense  this  winter,  as  I  j)urpose  to  establish  at  least  a 
cantonment  for  the  summer  at  Devil's  Lake,  and  this  battalion 
will  be  needed.  It  will  reach  :\linnesota  from  the  direction  of 
Sioux  City. 

4i-Pt.  4-152.       JXO.  POPE,  .Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  October  20,  1864 
:Maj.-Gen.  II.  W.  ITalleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Brig.-Gen,  A. 
Sully,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  be  bivvetted  major-general  of  volun- 
teers for  ardous  and  distinguished  services  against  the  Sioux, 
to  date  from  July  28.  1864,  the  day  of  his  severe  and  success- 
ful battle  with  the  combined  tribes  of  Sioux  Indians  near  the 
Little   Missouri  River,  Dak.   Ter.     General  Sully  has  earned 
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this  promotion  by  very  g-allant,  ai-duous-^  and  valuable  services 
tc  the  country,  and  I  trust  the  War  Department  will  confer 
this  mark  of  approbation  upon  him. 

41-Pt.  .4-151.       JNO.  POPE,  .Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :\Jinnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul.  :\Iinn.,  October  22,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  Pfaender, 

Commanding-  Second  Sub-District,  Fort  Ridgely,  ^^liun.: 
Colonel:    Your  several  dispatches  of  19th  instant,  with  in- 
closures,  has  been  received,  and  your  action  in  sending  forward 
grain    to   meet   the   escort   from    Wadsworth   was  eminently 
proper.    Orders  have  been  issued  today  changing  the  stations 
of  troops  as  well  as  detaching  from  your  command  one  com- 
pany of  U.  S.  Volunteers  and  one  section  of  the  battery,  under 
Lieutenant  Whipple,  for  Fort  Kidgely;   one   company   U.  S. 
Volunteers  (F)  for  Fort  Wadsworth;    *    *    *    it  is  desirable 
that  the  company  for  Fort  Wadsworth  should  be  dispatched  as 
soon  as  practicable  and  that  all  the  changes  indicated  should 
take  place  promptly  also,  so  that  the  several  commands  may 
reach  their  respective  destinations  ])efore  the  cold  weather  sets 
in.    Orders  were  sent  to  Fort  Wadsworth, llth  instant  to  retain 
such  of  the  IJ.  S.  Volunteers  engaged  in  escort  duty  as  had  not 
left  that  post  on  their  return,  but  it  is  not  yet  known  whether 
they  reached  there  in  time  to  effect  the  object.    Probably  the 
sixty  men  of  Company  I  may  not  have  left  before  the  receipt  of 
the  order.    The  ten  six-mule  teams  sent  you  lately  by  directKMi 
of  General  Sibley  have  doubth'ss  i-onched  you  ere  this,  and  will 
enable  the  assistant  quartermastc]-  to  furnish  all  the  transpor- 
tation necessary  to  carry  out  the   various  provisions  of  the 
order,  a  copy  of  which  is  inch^sed.    The  teams  to  transport  the 
camp  equipage,  etc.,  of  the  company  ordered  to  Fort  Wads- 
Vv'orth  should  have  a  good  supply  of  forage.     General  Sibl.->- 
depends  upon  your  accustomed  energy  to  cause  all  the  move- 
ments directed  to  be  made  without  unavoidable  delay.  Fur- 
loughs, except  in  very  urgent  cases,  will  not  be  granted  until 
the  stations  of  the  troops  are  reached  and  all  arrangements 
made,  when  a  certain  percentage  of  the  companies  raised  in 
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this  state  will  be  peniiitted  to  be  absent  for  a  brief  period. 
You  will  be  duly  informed  when  this  is  determined  upon.  There 
should  be  sent  with  the  company  ordered  to  Fort  Wadsworth 
two  or  three  good  reliable  men  well  acquainted  with  the  route. 
Other  orders  fixino;  the  location  of  troops  'will  soon  be  issued 
so  as  to  complete  the  programme.  You  will  please  make  a 
report  of  the  number  and  condition  of  the  horses  and  mules 
in  your  sub-district  as  soon  as  practicable. 

JR.  C.  OLIX,  Assistant-Adjutant  General. 
(Inclosure) 

Special  Orders  No.  223. 

Ildqrs-.  District  of  ^ilinnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  October  22,  1864. 
********  *** 

IV.  Company  F,  First  Regiment,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will 
march  from  Fort  '  Eidgely  to  Fort  AVadsworth  without  un- 
necessary delay,  and  on  arrival  at  the  last  mentioned  post  will 
report  to  the  commanding  onicer  for  duty. 

**  *         ^         ^         ^  ^       ^  ^ 

41-Pt.  4-195. 

11.  C.  OLIX,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Ildqrs.  Dist.  of  :\liniiesota.  Dept.  of  X^rthwest, 
St.  Paul,  :\Iinn.,  Oct.  26,.  1864. 
Maj.  R.  IT.  Pose,  Commanding  Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter. : 

Major:    Your  dis{)atch  of  instant  has  been  received. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  in.s! ructions  to  you  of  8th  instant 
from  these  headquarters  have  reached  (you).  IIow  it  could 
have  been  delayed  when  the  dispatches  of  the  9th  and  11th  in- 
stant had  been  duly  received,  hy  you  is  inexplicable.  Lest  it 
may  have  altogether  miscarried,  a  copy  is  herewith  inclosed. 
The  necessity  of  reducing  the  number  of  animals  to  be  win- 
tered at  the  post  under  your  conHtiaiul  to  the  lowest  prac- 
ticable limit  you  will  perceive  was  anticipated  in  that  dis- 
patch, a-s  well  as  in  that  directed  to  Colonel  Thomas-,  .  24th 
ultimo,  which  failed  to  reach  him  at  AVadsworth.  An  order 
vras'  issued   on   22d  instant   dircctincr   the   march   from  Fort 
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Ridgely  to  Fort  Wadsworth  of  Company  F,  First  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers. It  was  the  intention  to  station  an  additional  company 
of  that  regiment  and  four  companies  of  Second  Cavalry  at  that 
post,  but  other  arrangements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
the  former,  but  General  Sibley  trusts  that  you  have  not  dis- 
patched more,  than  one  company  of  cavalry  with  the  horses, 
although  your  last  dispatch  indicates  an  intention  to  send  two 
of  the  five  companies  for  that  purpose.  There  should  be  not 
less  than  five  companies  at  Fort  Wadsworth  during  the  win- 
ter. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  men's  quarters  will  be  com- 
pleted before  the  setting  in  of  the  cold  weather.  You  will 
please-  report  to  these  headquarters  the  number  and  condition 
of  the  animals  retained  at  Fort  Wadsworth  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. 
41-Pt.  4-261. 

R.  C.  OLIX,  Assistant  xVdjutant-General. 
»  —  __ 

Headquarters  Fort  AVadsworth,  Dak.  Ter., 

October  27,  1864. 

Capt.  K.  C.  Clin, 
Asst.  Adj.-Gen.,  St.  Paul,  .Minn.: 

Captain:  Inclosed  please  find  .Aiajor  Bi-own's  report  of  the 
26th  instant.  I  will  send  out  and  have  the  Indians  mentioned 
as  being  on  the  Coteau  and  east  of  the  James  River  sent  on  to 
the  west  -side  just  as  soon  as  I  can  spare  the  men.  The  send- 
ing olf  of  two  companies  has  reduced  the  strength  of  the  -ar- 
rison  so  much  tliat  I  have  not  a  spare  man  at  present,  but  will 
relieve  some  of  the  details  at  the  earliest. dav  practicable  and 
will  then  send  a  scouting  party  out  to  visit  the  places  named, 
and  If  any  Indians  are  found  (they  will  be)  sent  or  driven  off 
as  circumstances  may  be. 

ROBT.  II.  ROSE,  Major  Second  Minnesota  ■ 
Cavalry,  CommandinLr  Post. 
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(Inclosiire) 

Special  Military  Agency, 
Port  Wadsworth,  October  26,  1864. 
Maj.  Robert  II.  Rose,  CominaDdiiig : 

Sir:  I  informed  you  a  few  days  since  verbally  of  the 
approach  of  some  of  the  Sissetons  under  Red  Feather  for  the 
purpose  of  enterin«r  into  obliu-alions  of  peace  and  placing  them- 
selves under  the  protection  of  the  military  authorities  of  the 
Oovernment.  Five  lodges  of  these  Indians  have  arrived, 
headed  by  Owarkee.  "\rho  was  sent  from  Sauk  Lake  last  spring 
with  a  messao:e  to  the  Sisseton  camp.  He  reports  that  Red 
Feather,  with  seven  Iodides,  is  on  the  Cheyenne  a  short  dis- 
tance above  Bears  Lodge  and  moving  down;  that  there  are 
fifteen  lodges  of  the  Light  Band  of  Sissetons  below^  Devil's 
Lake,  wlio  will  also  come  down  tlie  Cheyenne,  and  that  several 
other  small  camps  are  moving  down  as  fast  as  they  can  detach 
themselves  from  tlie  hostile  l)ands:  but  it  is  impossible  to  say 
how  many  lodges  will  be  down,  as  those  desiring  to  come 
down  have  not  made  their  j)lans  known  in  the  vicinity  of  those 
opposed  to  peaet'.  llr  r(^i)()rts  tliat  the  scarcity  of  buffalo  has 
compelled  the  Indians  to  bre;ik  up  their  main  camp,  and  they 
are  now  on  numerous  small  camps,  the  hostile  camps  keeping 
as  clos-e  together  as  circumstances  will  permit.  Those  desirous 
of  peace  are  moving  toward  D.-viLs  Lake,  and  it  is  thought 
there  will  be  from  50  to  lUO  lodges  that  will  surrender  them- 
selves durino-  the  fall  and  early  pan  of  winter.  All  those  that 
have  not  pai-ticipated  in  the  outbreak  will  be  down  as  fast  as 
they  can  escape  from  tin*  hostile  Italians. 

Gabriel  Renvilh^  was  directed  some  days  since  to  send 
mes-sengers  to  Red  Feather  to  have  liim  change  his  direction 
and  go  to  the  scout \s  cainp  on  the  James  instead  of  coming 
to  this  post.  Fearing  that  those  messengers  may  not  find  the 
camp,  I  have  directed  (^warkee  to  return  with  one  of  the  men 
to  Red  Feather's  camj)  aJid  take  him  down  the  James.  Tlie  re- 
mainder of  the  men  and  all  the  fan]ilies  that  have  come  in  will 
start  tomorrow  to  join  Renville's  camp.  I  learn  from  the 
Indians  that  have  come  in  that  Iho  two  horses  taken  by  Paul 
Maza-ka-te-mannee  ami  his  parly,  the  partieulars-  of  which  I 
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have  hitherto  reported,  were  in  tlie  possession  of  three  AVarpe- 
kute  Sioux,  who  were  returning  from  the  settlements  with  six 
stolen  horses.    They  escaped  with  four  of  them,  passing  down 
the  Coteau  between  the  fort  and  the  hay  meadow  to  escape  the 
scouts  on  the  James  and  the  troops  on  the  meadow.    Samuel  J 
Brown,  Joseph  Kamilliard,*  and  J.orenzo  Lawrence  arrived  from 
Fort  Thompson  on  tlie  24th  instant.    They  report  that  twenty- 
four  lodges  of  the  Sioux  from  Fort  Thompson  have  crossed  the 
James  for  the  purpose  of  huntin-  on  the  Coteau.    They  pro- 
pose to  locate  along  the  Sioux,  Kedwood,  etc.    A  portion  are 
supposed  to  have  reached  irole-in-the-AIountain*  by  this  time- 
others  are  alon-  the  Sioux,  and  others  on  the  lakes 'between  the 
-  Sioux  and  the  James.    As  the  location  of  these  Indians  on  the 
east  side  of  the  James  is  contrary  to  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  their  a]>proach  to  the  :\linnesota  frontier  is  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  fears  of  the  settlers,  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  a  sufficient  force  bc^  sent  from  here  to  remove 
those  along  the  upper  portion  of  the  Sioux  Eiver,  and  that  a 
force  be  sent  from  Fort  Ridgely  to  remove  those  on  the  Red- 
^vood  and  Sioux  Rivers  near  the  ?Jinnesota  line.    The  Indians 
from  the  .Alissouri  that  were  on  tlio  Coteau  in  September  were 
ordered  across  the  James,  and  were  warned  not  to  return 
Major  Balcombe,  Indian  agent  at  Fort  Thompson,  has  also  been 
rotified  that  the  Indians  from  the  Alissouri  would  not  be  al- 
lowed to  hunt  or  occupy  any  portion  of  the  country  east  of 
the  James;  yet  we  find  them  moving  toward  the  frontier  in 
large  numbers,  and  if  measures  are  not  promptlv  taken  to  send 
those  back  who  are  now  here,  the  entire  camp  of  the  Sioux 
located  at  Fort  Thompson  will  be  over  here  before  the  winter 
sets  in. 

41-Pt.  -1-292. 

J.  R.  BROAAW,  Alajor  and  Special  Alilitary  Agent. 


♦Joseph  Rouiilard  (Rooyt'r) 

•The  outlet  to  Lake  Beiiton,  near  Elkton. 
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Hdqrs.  Fort  AVadsworth,  Dak.  Ter.,  October  30,  1864. 
Capt.  K.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Saint  Paul,  I\Iinn. : 

Captain:  In  pursuance  to  Special  Orders,  Xo.  216,  ex- 
tract II.,  I  have  tiiis  day  started  en  route  for  Abercrombie, 
there  to  take  the  stage  for  Fort  Snelling-.  Chief  of  Scouts  P. 
Bottineau  and  all  the  scouts  (six)  in  his  command,  with  in- 
structions for  them  to  stop  for  a  few  days  at  Lightning's  Nest 
and  p>ut  up  a  temporary  building  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  mail  carriers  and  their  horses;  also  to  mark  out  a  new 
road  from  there  to  Fort  Abercrond3ie.  Bottineau  tells  me  he 
can  lay  out  a  shorter  and  belter  road,  one  avoiding  the  "W^'ild 
Rice  River,  which  now  is  crossed  twice,  and  is  said  to  be  im- 
passable when  the  water  is  high.  If  the  company  of  First 
U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry  come  up  (I  hope  they  won't)  I  will 
send  out  a_  detachment  of  them,  some  thirty,  to  Lightning's 
Nest  and  have  them  put  up  a  good  stockade;  but  if  they  do 
not  come,  I  will  not  be  able  to  keep  any  force  there  this  winter. 
I  have  sent  for  fi  portion  of  the  new  seouts'  to  come  in.  They 
w^ill  be  here  tumorj-ow:  also  for  Kenvill(\  as  I  Avish  to  give  him. 
s-onie  instructions.  Please  uifurm  me  in  your  next  whether* 
or  not  it  was  the  general's  intention  to  have  him  on  the  listj: 
I  liope  it  was.  I  intend  for  the  prrsent  keeping  twelve  scouts, 
under  Charles  Crawford,  stationed  here,  four  of  them  to  at- 
tend only  to  carryino-  the  mail  and  eight  scouting;  the  re- 
mainder under  Renville  at  James  River  and  vicinity.  Red 
Feather  came  in  this  afternoon.  I  have  not  seen  him  yet.  He 
was  reported  at  one  of  the  picket  posts.  I  have  given  directions 
foi-  hhn  to  stop  at  the  agency  toniglit  and  conu^  to  tlie  fort  to- 
morrow. I  understand  he  1ms  ten  lodLres.  I  propose  to  send 
him  and  all  Iiidiajis  that  come  in  to  the  James  River  and  place 
them  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Gabriel  Renville.  Does 
the  general  wish  any  further  treaty  made  with  them  than 
i.ierely  the  assurajice  that  if  thoy  remain  loyal  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  show  their  sincerity  by  acts,  they  will  be  protected 
fi-om  all  enemies.'  But  they  nuist  conform  to  all  rules  laid 
down  for  tln-m.    Buffalo  are  reported  ;is  beino-  veiy  numerous 


"8  SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 

^aU  ot^a^H't'S'  '""'■^  ^"'^  '  -"^  the 

news : . rrT"'"";"'    '^"^'^  ^^^"'^^ 

iiapuiiaiice  (1  understand  hp  h^^:  >.r^>.  .\   t  -n 
-othe..  set  of  eouners  with  di.patelL  "^,^^0  ;:u\:.:: 
^en  reported  who  are  absent  fro.u  the  post^ne.^lv  e^ora  i 

41-Pt.  4-336. 

ROBT.  H.  ROSE,  M.jor  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry 
Comniandmjr  Post.  y^^^ciuy, 


Abstract  ,ro^  Retur.  Of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest. 
M.J.  Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding 
for  the  Month  of  October,  1864. 
(Compiled  mainly  from  subordinate  returns) 


Command 


41-Pt.  4-382, 


i  Present 

j  for  Duty 

1 

h 

Ho 

iOffi'r.s 

Men 

^^  CJD 

I>ist.  of  Iowa— 

JI".  W.  Indian  E.vped  (Sullv)  i 
Garrison,  eta  (TenBroeck) 


67  1G64  1950  19691 
l-i;  356:  416;  4161. 


Headquarters 


.Sioux  City,  Iowa 
•  Davenport,  Iowa 


Maj.-Gen.  Jolm  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Oon.mondr 
October  31,  1864. 


ino' 


District  of  Iowa 
^       ,  ,    .  Bri-.-Gen.  Alfred  Sullv. 

Farm  Island,  Bak.  Ter.- 

30th  AYisconsin.  Company  D,  C.i>tain  David  C  F.dton 
Vermillion,  DiTk  Ter  -  ^ '      «^ .  i:  uaon. 
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Dakota  Cavalry,  Companies  A  and  B,  Capt.  Nelson  :\Imer. 
6th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Col.  Samuel  Pollock. 
Tth  Iowa   Cavalry;    (three   companies),   Lient.   Col.  John 
Pattee. 

Brackett's  Battalion  Minnesota  Cavalry  (four  companies), 

Maj.  Alfred  B.  Brackett. 
Indian  Scouts  (one  company),  Capt.  Christian  Stuttt. 
41-Pt.  4-383. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :\linnesota.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  ^linn.,  November  1.  1S64. 

Maj.  R.  IL  Kose, 

Commandin*^'  Fort  Wadsworth.  Dak.  Ter. : 
]\iajor:  No  late  dispatches  have  been  received  from  you 
at  these  lieadiiuarters.  General  Sibley  is  anxious  to  learn  that 
the  cpiarters  for  your  command  are  so  far  progressed  with  as  to 
insure  their  occupation  l)efore  the  setting  in  of  winter.  It  ap- 
pears froin  Lieuttnanl  Colonel  Pfaender's  report  that  Com- 
pany ir.  Second  Cavalry,  has  arrived  at  Fort  Ridu-ely.  Init  it  does 
not  seem  thai  many  hoi'ses  Avere  sent  down  in  charge  uf  it.  Col- 
onel Pfaendcr  only  mentioning  seventy:  whether  belonging  to 
other  com])anies  he  does  not  state.  General  Sil)ley  fears  that  you 
have  dispatched  Company  :\l,  by  way  of  Fort  Abercrombie. 
with  the  animals  of  the  command,  which  was  not  in  accordance 
with  his  intention,  as  his  arrangements  were  made  to  leave  four 
companies  of  your  regiment  and  the  one  company  (instead  of 
two)  of  First  ivcgiment  U.  S.  Volunteers.  The  latter  company 
is-  now  enroute  from  Fort  Ridgley  to  the  post  under  your  com- 
mand. In  a  lew  days  you  will  receive  an  order  constituting  a 
military  commission  to  try  the  captive  Indian  (Cho-we-tah-kah !i 
now  at  the  i)ost  under  your  conunand.  You  will  take  every  pre- 
caution against  the  esca})e  of  the  prisoner,  and  give  instructions 
to  have  him  shot  without  hesitation  should  it  be  necessary  to 
prevent  the  success  of  any  such  attempt  on  his  part.  The  labor 
cf  preparini:  quarters,  etc,  will  prevent  for  a  time  uuich  at- 
tention to  drill,  but  \\'hen  time  allows  that  should  1>e  made  a 
particular  point,  and  the  most  stringent  disci[)line  enforced 
among  tiu'  troo[)s  under  your  immediate  command.    The  com- 
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paiiy  L.  8.  Volunteers'  will  probably  require  particular  super- 
vision in  both  of  these  respects.  It  is  the  intention  of  General 
Sibley  to  place  the  force  in  this  district  in  the  most  efficient 
state  of  pre])aration  for  early  spring  movements,  and  he  must 
necessarily  look  to  the  field  and  line  officers  to  aid  him  in  all 
the  details  requisite  to  that  end.  The  winter  must  not  be  spent 
ni  idleness-  at  the  various  military  posts  and  stations,  but  taken 
up  in  school  of  instructions,  drill,  etc.,  whenever  other  duties 
will  permit.  .Major  Brown  has  not  yet  arrived,  but  is  looked 
for  daily,  with  information  of  the  further  movements  of  tRe 
Indians.  The  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  has  been 
requested  to  determin,^  the  question  j)endin--  with  re,iiard  to  the 
reception  of  the  hay  at  Fort  AVadsworth,  if  he  has  not  already 
done  so,  that  we  may  know  what  to  depend  on 
4l-Pt.  4,  397. 

GEO.  AV.  PKESCOTT,   Lieut.,  Aide-de-Camp,  and 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Xorthwestern  Indian  Expedition, 
Sioux  City,  November  1,  1864. 
Asst.  Adjt.-Gen.,  Department  of  the  Northwest: 

Sir.  I  have  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding  that  this  niuht  I  received  a  letter  from  the  post 
at  Farm  Islaiul.  from  my  adjutant-general,  left  there  by  me, 
dated  23d  October,  who  informs  me  that  the  friendly  Indians 
1  sent  to  the  hostile  camp  had  arrived  about  five  days  ago,  and 
reported  that  the  I^ncpapas  and  IMackfeet  would  come  in  to 
to  nuike  peace;  that  the  Sans  Ai'cs  and  Alinneconjous  had  gone 
south,  and  that  yesterday  a  large  canq)  of  Uncpapas  camel  in, 
about  200  lodges.  They  wished  me  to  vacate  the  posts  up  the 
country,  as  it  drove  off  their  butTalo.  They  acknowledged  them- 
selves badly  whipped  and  wi.lied  peace.  With  those  who  have 
already  come  in.  this  makes  T^OO  •  lodges.  This  shows  the  good 
results  of  the  late  expedition.  The  Indians  can  no  longer  boast, 
'»nt  with  a  little  good  manair(Miient  peaee  can  be  established 
■Jl-Pt.  4-391). 

ALF.  SULLV,  Brigadier-General. 
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Headquarters  Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter., 

November  2,  18G4. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Saint  Paul,  ]\Iinn.: 

Captain:  Ked  Feather,  with  twelve  lodges,  left  for  Ren- 
ville's camp,  on  the  James  River,  this  morning.  He  expresses 
himself  as  being  very  desirous  for  all  his  nation  to  come  in  and 
surrender  themselves  and  be  friends  with  the  whites.  He  avows 
his  determination  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  make  peace  be- 
tween the  whites  and  the  Indians  and  to  render  any  aid  i-n  his 
power  toward  ])unishing  bad  Indians.  Told  him  we  wished 
proof  by  acts.  lie  said  he  would  give  it.  Wonld  notify  of  the 
approach  of  all  hostile  Indians,  and  would  drive  oft'  and  kill 
all  he  could.  Says  that  he  has  been  over  two  months  traveling 
to  get  here.  He  left  Standing  Buffalo  some  distance  above 
Devil's  Lake.  Standing  Buffalo  went  west.  He  talked  of 
giving  himself  up,  but  appeared  to  be  afraid  to  make  the  at- 
tempt on  account  of  being  so  closely  watched,  but  thought  he 
might  be  down  after  the  snow  flies.  Red  Feather  says  that 
many  of  his  nation  woulel  be  in  if  they  were  not  in  such  elesti- 
tute  condition:  that  it  is  all  they  can  do  to  sustain  themselves 
by  keeping  in  hunting  grounds.  He  heard  that  two  Yanktonais 
chiefs  had  gone  to  Fort  Berthold  to- give  themselves  up:  that 
many  of  the  Indians  from  the  other  side  of  the  ]\lisouri  River 
are  coming  on  to  this  side.  They  are  in  a  starving  condition. 
No  buffalo  on  the  west  sid<  .  He  thinks  they  are  disposed  to 
make  peace,  and  have  no  intention  of  liostilities :  they  are 
scattered  in  small  ])artics  of  from  ten  to  forty  lodges.  I  had  a 
long  talk  with  him  and  was  nnndi  pleased  with  his  style  anel 
general  manner.  There  appi^ared  to  be  no  attempt  at  effect. 
AYas  very  particular  in  distiniruishiufr  betAveen  what  he  told 
for  fact  from  hearsay.  I  i)resented  him  with  500  rations.  Hp 
had  hunted  but  very  little  while  on  th.e  way  doAvn,  so  did  not 
have  much  meat  ou  hand,  but  he  made  no  intimation  of  wish- 
ing for  sucli  a  present,  and  aftei-  it  was  made  he  said  he  luul. 
rot  expected  any.  Did  not  come  for  that  purpose,  but  nnich 
pleased.  T  told  him  that  such  Indians  as  might  come  in  and 
surrender  nuist  not  oxpect  to  be  fed  by  us;  that  we  were  too 
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far  from  our  supplies,  and  that  I  wished  them  to  distinctly  nn- 
clerstand  that  they  nn.s.  not  look  to  us  for  food,  but  must  hunt 
It;  that  all  wo  had  to  pron,ise  then,  wa^  if  they  came  in  and 
by  the.r  acts  proved  they  were  our  friends,  we  would  protect 
then,  from  the.r  enenues  and  in  their  hunting  grounds-.  Gabriel 
K^iunlle  informs  me  that  Wa-ana-tan  and  fifty  lodges  are 
about  surrenderuig.    He  sent  his  brother  to  Renville's  can.p  to 

and'o  '  V  17  °"  ''"'^  thinks 
a  band  of  lanktona.s,  consisting  of  thirteen  lodges,  will  soon 

te  in.  He  .says  he  unders-tands  that  Joseph  Campbell  and  John 
t  om  the  M  ssouri,  and  that  so.ne  of  (l,em  are  now  there  I 

d  ans  at'Ll,  'S-''""  "f"'  t'--' In- 

dians at  Lake  Ivampeska.  Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  have 
t-oops  sent  up  from  Fort  Kidgeh,  break  up  the  tradin.  e  lb 

t^odTs  t:r  aT'  '''''  P-Per  Plae^e.  K  d. 

^^ood  IS  too  far  for  me  to  send  a  force,  and  1  have  not  yet  been 
ab  to  send  and  drive  off  those  that  are  on  the  Coteau,  but  e" 
poet  to  „i  a  few  days.    Have  a  good  deal  for  the  bo -s    ,  do 

Told  an'"'  "  .enel?  0  a 

he  old  a  ran.enK.nt  resumed.    He  prefers  to  draw  rations  for 
1  b    lia    i„  his  band  and  no  pay,  than  to  draw  ration,   .^  d  ' 

ctange  txeept  for  tliose  that  1  have  and  require  at  the  fort 
which  are  thirteen,  one  to  act  as  chief,  four  to  cl'   t  e  m  n 

u   dajs  he  g.ve  their  horses  rest,  and  there  wiUalwavs 

11"  lip-    1  stait  the  patrols  out  every  morniu.-  before  d-,vli,,I,f 
"d  have  them  patrol  around  and  Lear  the  fort    or  evS 

c   ;:^.5;rt;i:d.s  ""r;  '^-^^      ^'-t  unt:/ ar; 

more  nuiu:;'^,'"^^;        7'"  "r-    -  '.--e 

I  consider  bv  f-u-  <  /  •''"d 

camp  w  ere  he  e  n' kef  '        '°  ^''^  — 

aud'hostile  Indiant       '  ^^-^ 
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In  reference  to  the  management  of  the  Indians  that  sur- 
render and  seek  our  protection,  as  they  are  not  very  ornamen- 
tal, I  propose  to  make  them  useful  in  the  Vvay  of  picketing  and 
patrolling  the  country;  also  for  them  not  to  permit  any  of  these 
horse-thieves  and  hostile  Indians  to  stay  in  their  camps,  which 
I  find  is  frequently  the  case  on  the  Missouri  River.  Have  heard 
of  .  hostile  Indians  going  into  camp  near  the  forts,  finding  out 
what  they  could,  then  stealing  horses,  etc.,  and  making  olf.. 
My  directions  are  not  to  permit  any  of  them  about,  and  I 
don't  want  any  of  them  brought  in  here  even  for  surgical 
attendance.  , 

KOBT.  11.  ROSE,  :\rajor,  Commanding  Post. 

(Indorsement) 

Headquarters  Dei)artment  of  the  Northwest, 
:\niwaukee,  November  22,  1864. 

Respectfully  transmitted  for  the  information  of  Major- 
General  Ilalleck.  The  Indians  referred  to  in  this  communica- 
tion belong  to  the  Yanktonais  breed  of  Sioux  who  combined 
with. the  Tetons  to  fight  General  Sully  last  summer.  The  hostile 
Indians  are  coming  in  to  many  of  the  posts  in  the  department 
to  make  peace.  I  have  little  doubt  of  a  satisfactory  peace  with 
all  the  Indians  this  winter. 
41-Pt.  4-40S. 

JOHN  POI'E,  :\rajor-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter. 

November  3,  1864. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  xVdjutant-General,  Saint  Paul,  Minn.: 
Captain:     ]\ly  scouts  yesterday  afternoon  killed  two  In- 
dians, one  of  Little  Six's,  and  the  other  of  Red  Leg's  bands. 
ROBT.  11.  ROSE,  :Major  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry, 
Commanding  Post. 
41-Pt.  4-424. 
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■  Hdcrs.  Dist.  of  Alinaesota,  Dept.  of  the  Xortlnvest 
Maj.  B.  H.  Rose,  -^'"^''^'"be'-  5,  1864. 

Commandi,,.  Port  Wadsworth,  D^,k  Ter  • 

Renville  as  aTeom  ,  f '  ''''  ^PP°"^*»-"t  of  Gabriel 
Sa,uuel  J  Blown  "  'i:;  T 

by  Major  J  I    Br'    '"''T  >-«'"'  ^o.t,  will  be  sent  up 

tit  nT^ii^,:;: iit^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^-t^ 

the  winter  It  wa.  ,  ,  ""'"f  to  the  Indian  scouts  during 
own  po     s.    Orl  .  "  ri        "'f;'""^'  "'"■^  *°  "^'^ 

ti^e  assistant  c^t;:::  3  :r?o;'''w:f 

the  allowance  of  h-,v  tn  o,  ,  f •  " '"'^^^^h  to  increase 
the  short  supp,;  0  ■  ,  i :    ^Ue"   "/'"""''^       consequence  of 

has  been  dn-eid  t;  trl^ LZ'"""""  ^"'^^■^^^"'^^ 
^istenee  to  allow  the  issn.  If  ,  ^  eonmussary  of  sub- 

other  parts  of  the  ,t  r  It  i:";:  r' ^"-^  - «f 

not  adhere  to  vour  orio-  n',,  L  ''"'■'^"^^  that  you  did 

M,  Second  Cav;,h"       =    v  TT"  ^■°"'P«">' 
easily  have  reae.u;,  ^nUiX^t'^^'''^  ^  -"^ 
't  will  probably  be  stafonS'  5         il^f;       "'"f  ^'^^^^ 
quarters  of  the  connna.d  is  a  tveJ 

bngadier-general  eonuuandinl    who  L     '"'"f  *°  "''^ 

;  at  t,ere  was  an  abundanee^t"  ^Lbt^ X  ^^^..^^ 
If,  however,  it  is  inipraeticable  tn  „  /        •  PWi'Pose. 
-ason,  the  greatest  e  er.v  ,        t  I    T  ^■"'^ 
thing  ready  for  opera.io,  ;  .     ^  "\  -^"-^  -'ery- 

-  and  brick,  if  the  latter  e  n,  '"•^•1"'""?  stone 

Colonel  .da,„s,  ^:!:::z:r ::'';:rt.r''; 

directed  to  establish  a  post  wit  ,  V      -^''"•"■o'"1>k.,  has  been 
t'-^-  n.n  under  a  eo.nUli,:  ^  tr^'Z::^ 
post  and   Wadsworth    for  tl, .  "'Kluay  between  that 

during  the  winter,  and  to  s  d  '^r'""'"''  '^•"""""'"'•ation 
i-or  your  information      f  "   "  "-f-uctions 

prevent  ordinarv  t    velL   I  ^"  to  ■ 

have  to  be  resoruvl  t       ".oh        ,  ''■""'■^  "'av 

^^i-ssai\        your  post  will 
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be  sent  as  soon  as  received  at  this  office.    Major  Brown  will 
soon  leave  here  with  further  instructions  for  your  guid^i 
41-Pt.  4-447.  R.  C.  OLIX,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


anee. 


Sioux  City,  Iowa,  November  7,  1864. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  AVar,  Washinjrton,  D.  C. :  ' 
>Sir:  I  learn  that  the  expedition  against  the  Indians  is 
now  at  an  end.  but  still  some  2,000  or  3,000  men  are  retained 
at  the  difVerent  military  posts  on  and  near  the  Missouri  River, 
above  this  place.  This  number  of  men,  in  my  opinion,  is  not 
required  for  this  service.  At  Wnst  1.000  can  be  spared  for  service 
elsewhere.  I  believe  I  understand  the  situation  and  I  do  not  like 
to  see  these  men  retained  here  when  so  nuich  needed  elsewhere. 
The  officers  and  men  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, desire  to  go  south,  and  I  request  that  this  regiment  be 
ordered  south  immediately.  It  is  not  needed  in  thil  field  of 
service.  You  are  aware  that  I  have  always  advised  a  less  force 
m  this  service  than  has  been  employed.  If  sent  south  it  should 
be  done  at  once,  before  winter  commences. 

A.  W.  HUBBARD. 

(Indorsement) 

Xovend)er  15,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to       j(n--(  ieiieral  Pope. 

All  troops  that  can  .  be  spared  for  the  winter  should  be 
^ent  to  Xashvine,   Turn.,   till   further   orders.     Please  report 
what  are  retciimnl  and  what  scut  to  the  field 
41-Pt.  4-481. 

H.  AV.  IIALLKCK.  .Major-l  Jeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff 


Head(piarters  Fort  AVadsworth.  Dak.  Ter.. 

^  November  7,  1864. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin. 

Assistant  Adjutant-( leuenil.  Saint  Paul,  Minn.: 
Captain:    Yours  of  October       and  28.  and  extract  IV  Special 
Orders.  \o.  22:],  came  tn  hand  ysterday.     In  niv  dispatch  of 
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October  27  I  notified  you  I  had  sent  to  Fort  Ridgely  the  second 
company  (ConipHny         with  their  horses.    I  regret  its  being- 
contrary  to  the  general's  wishes,  but  it  was  really  necessary^ 
as-  it  was  impossible  for  Company  II  to  take  down  with  its  own 
horses  more  than  those  of  Companies  B  and  C;  and  the  horses 
of  another  company  had  to  be  disposed  of,  and,  as  I  have  pre- 
viously stated,  I  consider  even  three  companies  ample  force  to 
hold  this  post,  and  if  Company  F,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, comes  up  we  will  certainly  be  strong  enough,  and  we 
cannot  accommodate   more  than   lour  companies  this  Avintcr. 
I  find  that  it  will  be  almos-t  impossible  to  build  a  stockade 
around  this  fort  on  account  of  (scarcity  of)  timber.    We  will 
require  all  the  suitable  timber  in  reach  for  building  purposes, 
and  it  will  also  be  necessary  to  keep  this  little  mill  constantly 
employed  in  making  lumber  for  the  buildings.    I  am  having 
made  in  place  of  a  stockade  an  embankment,  to  be  sodded,  and 
two  8-inch  beams  on  top,  the   lower  one  to  be  pierced  for 
musketry,  when  completed  to  be  eight  feet  high,  with  a  ditch 
nine  feet  wide  in  front,  the  entrances  to  have  substantial  gates, 
and  the  upper  story  of  both   bastions  pic^rced  for  musketry, 
so  the  ditches  can  be  swept  by  l.oth  artillery  and  musketry. 
The  above  Avorks  can  be  built  with  much  less  trouble  and  ex- 
pense  and  in  far  less  time  than  a  good  stockade,  and  when 
finished  will  be  far  more  substantial  and  efficient,  and  we  can 
with  a  small  force  bid  defiance  to  hH  the  Indians  in  the  north- 
v/est.    I  have  no  special  reason  to  anticipate  an  attack,  but 
Sfhall  always  keep  a  good  lookout  and  be  prepared  for  any- 
thing that  may  turn  up.     Saturday  night   a  messenger  was 
sent  in  from  the  hay  field  to  inform  me  that  after  dark  a  half- 
breed  came  to  the  camp  and  told  tluMii  that  he  had  been  told 
by  two  friendly  Indians  from  up  country  that  the  Indians  were 
getting  together  to  attack  the  eamp.    I  sent  Lieutenant  Hunt, 
with  twenty-five  cavalrymen  and  one  mountain  howitzer,  to  re- 
enforce  the  camp.     The  lieutenant  sent  in  word  today.  All 
quiet  up  to  7  this  morning.    They  have  a  .strong  position  and 
have  fortified.    I  have  no  fears  for  them.    There  are  now  here 
113  public  horses  and  61  mules;  24  of  them  are  kept  at  work 
at  mill.     We  are  feeding  but   one-fourth  rations  of  grain  to 
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animaLs  not  .vorking.  All  are  doing  well.  Is  not  the  adjutant 
the  proper  person  to  take  acknowledgement  in  civil  eases  or 
does  a  person  have  to  be  appointed  for  that  purposed  If  so 
iiave  one  appointed  for  this  post. 

ROBT.  H.  ROSE.  .Major  Second  .Minnesota  Cavalry, 
Commanding  Post 
41-Pt.  4-4S1. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  ilinnesota,  Dept.  of  the  -\orthwest. 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  November  9,  1864 

Maj.  I{.  H.  Kose, 

Commanding  Fort  "Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter,: 
:\lajor:    Your  dispatch  of  30th  ultimo  has  been  received 
\  on  have  already  been  informed  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams 
has  been  ordered  to  establish  a  station  midway  between  Forts 
A\adsworth  and  Abercrondne.    If  the'  crossing  of  rivers  ean 
be  avoided  on  the  route  between  the  post,  that  is  desirable. 
Ihe  name  of  Gabriel  Renville  was  omitted  from  the  last  list 
of  scouts  as  he  was  supposed  to  be  already  included  in  a  pre- 
vious order     Red  Feather  and  his  people  should   be  placed 
with  Gabriel  Renville camp.    Major  Brown  will  be  instructed 
as  to  the  measure  to  be  taken  with  reference  to  the  treaty  stipu- 
ations.  etc  with  them.    They  will,  .f  course,  having  volun- 
anly,  eoine  in.  be  under  the  general  protection  of  the  military 
authorities.    In  your  reports  of  men  on  such  detached  duty  as 
you  mention  they  should  be  included  as  a  part  of  vour  avail- 
able force,  but  on  daily  duty. 

4I-Pt.  4-503.  R.  c.  OLI.X,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Hdqrs.   Indepeiuknt    Battalion   .Minnesota    Vol.  Cav 

I'o"  Abercrombie.  Dak.  Ter..  .Xovember  11.  I864' 
Capt.  R.  C.  Oliii. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  .Minnesota:  . 

P«n^'-*'*'v!-  ^'  Company  B.  Independent 

Battalion  Minnesota  ^•oluMteer  Cavahr.  marched  vesterday.  m 
command  ot  a  detachment  of  thirt.v-five  eiiHsted"  men  of  his 
company,   to  establish  „   half-way  station   or  outpost  on  the 
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present  traveled  route  to  Fort  Wadsworth,  as  indicated  in  your 
letter  of  instructions  dated  the  3d  of  this  instant.  This  de- 
tachment was-  fully  armed  and  equipped,  supplied  with  thirty 
days'  rations,  fully  amminiitioned,  working  tools  for  the  con- 
struction of  quarters,  etc.,  and  with  written  instructions  full 
and  complete. 
41-  Pt.  4-52S. 

C.  P0WP:LL  ADA^IS.  Lieutenant-Colonel,- 
Commandinc-. 


Headquarters    Northwestern   Indian  Expedition, 
xSioux  City.  Iowa,  Xovember  13,  1S64. 

Maj.Gen.  J.  Pope, 

Milwaukee : 

General:  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received 
from  Colonel  Dimon,  First  U.  S.  Volunteers,  as  I  thought  it 
might  interest  you.  I  shall  leave  here  in  a  day  or  so  for  ^lil- 
waukee.  I  think  by  a  little  good  management  we  can  end  all 
troubles,  and  I  will  be  glad  to  see  you  on  the  subject. 
41-Pt.  4-554.  ALF.  SULLY,  Brig.-Gen. 

(See  letter  of  October  17,  1864,  from  .Foi-t  Kiee,  Rebellion 
Record  41,  Pt.  4,  page  65. 


Hdqr.v-.  Dist.  of  :\linnesota.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  November  16,  1864. 

IMaj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Northwest,  :\Iilwaukee.  AVis. : 
General:  I  have  the  lionor  herewith  to  inclose  copies  of 
dispatches  of  2d  and  3d  instant  from  Maj.  R.  H.  Rose,  Second 
Minnesota  Cavalry,  connnanding  Fort  Wadsworth.  from  Avhich 
you  will  learn  that  the  breach  between  those  of  the  upper 
bands  of  Sioux  who  are  anxious  for  peace,  and  those  deter- 
mined to  continue  the  Avar,  is  evidently  widening,  and  the 
former  are  seeking  every  opi)ortunity  to  come  in  and  claim  the 
protection  of  the  military  authorities.  I  have  already  em- 
ployed quite  a  number  of  tlie  frien.dly  Sissetons  for  the  last 
three  months  in  general  scouting  duty  and  in  interceptino'  raid- 
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iug  parties  from  the  hostile  camps,  and  they  have  rendered  ex- 
cellent service.  It  is  my  intention  to  increase  this  description 
of  force  by  the  addition  of  the  Avarrioi^s  who  have  already 
come  in,  and  will  do  so  duringr  the  winter,  so  as  to  have  them 
prepared  to  co-operate  with  the  troops  in  the  spring  opera- 
tions against  the  savages,  Avho  still  maintain  a  defiant  attitude. 
No  pay  will  be  allowed  them,  but  I  shall  station  some  trusty 
scouts  in  their  camp  and  direct  that  an  occasional  issue  of 
rations,  shall  be  nuide  to  the  Indians  Avhenever  they  are  found 
in  a  .  destitute  condition.  This  policy  will  tend  greatly  to 
strengthen  the  friendly  ek^nent,  and  will  go  far  toward  clos- 
ing hostilities  with  thf  upper  ban.ls  at  an  early  period.  You 
w^U  perceive  that  the  two  liostile  Indians  were  killed  by  the 
scouts  on  Jaiues  Kiver  on  the  2d  instant,  and  that  an  attack 
was  threatened  on  the  party  of  soldiers  guarding  the  hay  at  a 
distaiice  from  the  fort.  Tiie  detachment,  however,  had  been  re- 
enforced,  and  no  danger  was  apprehended  on  their  account. 
I  have  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pfaender  to  dispatch  a  force 
to  break  up  a  ti-ading  establishment  on  the  head  of  the  Red- 
Avood  River,  mention. >d  hy  Major  Rose,  as  the  ])arties  interested 
are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  frustrate  the  plans  of  the  Gov- 
ernment by  encouraging  the  return  of ^ the  Sioux  Indians  from 
the  :\Iissouri  Reservation  to  their  old  haunts  on  the  tributaries 
of  the  I'pper  ^linnesota  Rive]-. 
41-Pt.  4-592. 

H.  ][.  SlliLKY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding' 


IIead<iuarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  AVis.,  November  17,  1864. 
General  IT.  AY.  Ilalleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  ihe  Army: 

General:  I  have  tlie  lionor  to  transmit  inclosed  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Captain  Pell,  General  Sully's  adjutant-general, 
who  was  left  at  Fort  Sully,  on  the  Upper  Missouri  River,  t.) 
meet  and  confer  with  the  eliiefs  of  the  tribes  of  hostile  Sioux, 
who  liave  sent  word  that  they  wished  to  come  in  and  make 
peace.  You  will  pei-eeive  from  this  j-eport  that  the  whole  of  the 
Sioux  tribes  s-outii  and  w(\st  of  the  :\lissouri  RMver,  who  con- 
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sti  uted  tl,e  n,as.s  of  the  hostile  Indians  who  fought  General 
bully,  are  completely  subdued  and  willing  to  make,  peace  on 
almost  any  terms.    I  shall  approve  of  the  statements  and  ar- 
rangements recommended  by  General  Sully,  except  in  re<.ard 
to  presents  to  the  Indians  and  a  renewal  of  their  annuides 
The  latter  they  have  forfeited  l)y  the  act  of  war,  and  the  former 
I  have  always  been  opposed  to  in  Indian  treaties.    A  treaty  of 
peace  wdl  be  made  with  the  Indians  on  the  sole  understanding 
that  they  do  not  commit  acts  of  hostility  against  the  whites" 
the  treaty  to  be  at  an  end  with  tl,e  first  hostile  act,  and  no  con- 
sideration to  be  given  on  eitl.er  side,  except  that  the  Indians 
si^all  keep  the  peace  and  that  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States  shall  protect  then,  against  wrong  from  the  whites  In 
this  connection  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  statements  of  the 
Indians  themselves  that  this  war  was  brouolu  about  bv  the 
bad  conduct  of  the  whites-agents  and  trader^;:' ' The  necessitv 
ol  a  change  of  Indian  policy  and  an  adoption  of  the  trade 
regulations  I  have  heretofore  forwa.'dtd  for  approval  are  un- 
doubtedly necessary  to  assure  ,,eaec  with  Indians.     Until  tlie 
action  of  the  War  De,,artn,ent  or  of  Conaress  be  known  I  .hall 
not  permit  nitercourse  between  Indian  agents  and  tlicse  Indians 
Pair  treatment  and  fair  dealin.,^  are  now  alone  necessary  to 
keep  peace  with  these  Indians,  nnd  I  ag^lin  rcspectfullv " and 
earnestly  urge  upon  the  Departim-n,  tlie  adoption  of  the  poliev 
set  fortl,  in  my  letter  of  February  ii  to  the  Seeretarv  of  Wa^ 
and  of  the  trade  regulations  atiove  referi-ed  to. 
41-Pt.  4-599.       .JXO.  POPK.  Ma.jor-<:;eneral.  Commanding.' 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minne^nta.  Dept.  of  the  Xorthwest. 

^,  .  l^aii'.  -^!inn.,  November  17  1864 

Maj.  J.  F.  ileline. 

A.  A.  A.  G..  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Xortliwest. 
ililwaukee,  Wis,: 

Major:  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  .Major-G.meral  Pope  that  in  compliance  with  mv  in- 
structions a  commissioned  oftieer  and  thirt>-live  nun  have'heen 
O'svaM  from  Fort  Ahereoml,ie  to  ,s,al,lis)i  ,,  station  mid- 
way between  that  pos;  and  Fort  Wads.vorth  to  faeiluate  com- 
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municatiou  with  the  latter  during  the  winter  months.  The 
distance  between  the  two  forts  is  about  eig-hty-five  miles.  The 
l^arrison  of  Fort  Wadsworth  is  composed  of  three  companies 
Second  ^linnesota  Cavalry  and  one  company  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
it  having  been  found  impracticable  to  accommodate  a  large 
force  with  quarters  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  proper  ma- 
terial, the  horse-power  saw-mill  making  but  slow  progi-ess, 
as  the  timber  to  be  obtained  is  almost  exclusively  oak.  which  ' 
is  hard  to  work.  The  command  will  be  employed  in  getting 
out  all  tJie  logs  requisite  to  complete  the  fort  during  the  win-  ; 
ter,  so  that  everytliing  will  ])e  furnished  as  soon  as  possil)le  \ 
in  the  spring.  1  am  more  and  more  satisfied  that  Fort  AVads-  ; 
worth  will  prove  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  military  sta-  I 
.  tions  in  tlu^  northwest.  Defensive  works  are  being  con-  [ 
structed  which  will  render  the  'fort  secure  against  attack  | 
by  any  force  of  Indians  who  may  venture  to  assail  it.  ' 
41-Pt.  4-600.  IT.  II.  SIBLEY.  Brigadier-General,  i 

Commandino-.  i 


lldqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,'  Dept.  of  the  Xorthvvest. 

Saint  Paul,  .Minn.,  November  19,  1864. 

Maj.  R.  IT.  Pose, 

Commanding  Fort  AVadsworth,  Dak.  Ter.: 
]\rajor:  Your  disj)atch  of  the  2d  instant  to  these  head- 
quarters containing  information  of  the  arrival  of  and  your  in- 
terview with  Rod  Ft-ather  has  been  received.  While  it  is  the 
policy  of  the  biauadier-LreiUM-cil  coumianding  to  encourage  as  i 
far  as  practical>]e  the  cnjning  in  of  the  friendly  disposed  Sis- 
setons  aiul  of  their  kindrt^d  bajids,  you  wer*^  riulU  in  statin^'  to 
them  frankiy  that  tliey  must  depend  as  usual  upon  their  own 
exertions  for  siilisistrncc,  while  at  the  same  tinu^  they  will  re- 
ceive military  protection  against  the  attacks  of  the  hostile 
.savages.  The  pi-oposition  of  (iabriel  Kenville.  as  expre^ssed  in 
•your  disi)ateh.  to  place  all  of  the  Indians  in  the  can.ip  under  his 
charge  on  the  same  fooliim-  as  to  rations.  •  wit hout  pay  in  any 
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allowed  to  pa.-tieul.u.  i.ulividuals,  will  be  con- 
SKere  l  ^vl,en  .Alajor  Brown  .lu.ll  l.avo  reported  on  the  suMcct 
after  having  examined  the  M-hole  groniid  •  «"bjcct 
41-Pt.  4-623.        R.  c.  OLIX,  A.Istant  -Vdjutant-General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
■  .  Milwaukee,  "Wis.,  November  "^l  iSiu' 

Ma,.-Gen^  n  AV.  Ilallcek,  Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Annv,'  " 

General:    I  sent  to  Nashville  some  weeks  since  the  Eir^hth 
■   nnX         ,  ""T"  'J''--'ieth  Wisconsin  Vo  nt S  rs 

mimbenng  altogether  1,897  n.en.    These  were  the  only  i  f  nt  J 

i^outh  of  the  \ellowstone  and  fro,n  the  .Missouri  IMver  to  th. 
James  K.ver,  one  regin.ent  and  one  battalion  of  e  vl  r.  and 
six  companies  of  rebel  deserters  and  refu^^ees  '  T  if  f.  h 
;vJole  foree  Sull,  has.  Sihle,  bas  in  his  Siet,'thi  1  ^ 
lends  from  the  Jinues  Rnoy  to  l-.i-.  ^  •  ex- 
^t;-  •    -     •  ^^'^^1^-^  i\n  tj   to  J.ake  buponor  and  from  fl.P 

^Ji^sissippi  to  the  British  l>o..e.sions    one  rc-im^  , 

tached  squads  of  rebel  d«erters     v    I  1  "1  f  ""f  " 

W  been      .  .  tl.is  departn.ent.  The.  .,u.r  a^tV^Lr 
41-Pt.  4-64>.       J.\o.  porj.;  Major-General,  Comn.anding. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest 
Bn..-Gen.  11.  H.  Sible.vl''"""''"'  ''''' 
Commanding  District  of  .Minnesota,  Saint  Paul- 

what  respects  it  is  a  failure.  '° 
^ohin,  ....  u  doe.s_  large  presents  of  various  kinds  to  Indians, 
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rather  an  incentive  to  hostilities  than  a  security  of  peace?  Is  it 
i.ot  also  attended  with  frauds  upon  the  Government  and  upon 
the  Indians  ? 

Third.  AVhat  is  your  opinion  as  to  doing  away  with  our 
Indian  system  and  turniug  over  the  whole  charge  of  the 
Indians  to  the  military  authorities? 

Fourth.  In  relation  particularly  to  the  Indian  tribes  who 
"Lave  been  hostile  for  the  last  two  years,  is  it  not  judicious, 
in  view  of  a  permanent  peace  Avith  them,  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  their  future  management  and  control  be  left  exclusively 
to  the  military  authorities? 

Fifth.  Would  not  the  relations  with  the  Chippewas  be 
more  secure  and  satisfactory  if  these  Indians  were  wholly  under 
control  of  the  military  authorities  without  interposition  of  In- 
dian agents  and  traaers .' 

Sixth.  Ought  not  the  whole  question  of  trading  with  la- 
dian  tribes  be  left  to  the  military  authorities  to  regulate  and- 
control  1 

Seventh.  Report  concerning  Sioux  and  Winnebago  Reser- 
vation on  Upper  :\lissouri  River  and  .difficulties  that  have  oc- 
curred in  conse(iuence;  necessity  of  sending  escorts  with  trains 
of  supplies  for  them  at  very  unseasonable  times  of  year,  and 
return  of  many  of  the  Indians  from  the  reservation  to  Minne- 
sota; in  fact  all  that  is  important  in  this  matter. 

Eighth.  1  wish  you  to  state  freely  the  condition  of  our 
relations  with  the  Chippewas  and  the  cause  of  the  dissatisfac- 
tion and  hostility  among  them. 

I  do  not  wish  you  to  enter  into  very  much  detail  in  an- 
swering any  of  these  in(|uiriis,  as  your  letter  will  be  submitted 
for  the"  information  of  tiu-  War  Department  and  the  shorter  it 
is  the  belter.    JMease  answer  as  soon  as  you  can. 
41-rt.  4-(;G2. 

JXO.  rOPE,  Major-General,  Command iiig. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  November  23.  JS64. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  Pfaentler, 

Commanding  Second  Sub-District,  Fort  Ridcfely,  :\[inn.: 
Colonel:    Your  two  several  dispatches  ot'  17th  instant  and 
that  of  18th  instant  have  been  duly  received  at  these  head- 
quarters.   General  Sibley  is  gratified  to  learn  of  the  safe  return 
of  the  detachment  under  Lieutenant  :^IcGrade  after  their  long 
and  well-performed  service  as  escort  to  the  Indian  Department 
train  to  the  Missouri  Reservation.    You  will  receive  an  order 
herewith  discharging  all  the  scouts  in  your  sub-distri'?i  on  r^Oth 
instant,  excepting  Lasher,  Weymouth,  and  Stevens.    Two  hos- 
tile Indians  belonging  to  Six's  and  -Red  Leg's  bands  of  Sioux 
respectively,  have  been  killed  by  the  scouts  near  Fort  Wads- 
worth,  Dak.  Ter.    Their  avowed  purpose  was  to  take  the  life 
of  Gabriel  Renville,  chief  of  scouts.    Should  those  of  Indian 
or  mixed  blood,  hitherto  employed  as  scouts  in  your  subdistrict, 
be  found  at  any  time  during  the  winter  in  a  suffering  condition 
with  their  families,  you  are  authorized  to  issue  a  limited  num- 
ber of  rations  to  them  from  tune  to  time  as  in  your  discretion 
the  necessities  of  the  case  may  demand. 

41-Pt.  4-r>62.  R.  C.  OLIX,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  :iliiincsota.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn..  November  28,  186L 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.: 

General:    I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  dispatch  of 
23d  instant  directing  me  to  report  in  writing  briefly  and  as 
soon  as  practicable  my  opinion  on   certain  ^specified  points 
to-wit:  ,  .  ' 

First.  I  believe  our  Indian  system  to  be  essentiallv  de- 
fective in  the  mode  of.  making  treaties  and  in  the  loose  manner 
in  which  their  stipulations  are  carried  out.  There  should  in 
future  be  no  recognition  of  tlie  Indian  tribes  as  quasi-independ- 
ent. That  equivocal  relation  has  been  the  main  cause  of 
trouble  in  dealing  with  these  people.    The  British  Goveniment 
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admits  no  right  of  possession,  far  less  of  eminent  domain,  on 
the  part  of  the  tribes  resident  in  their  territories. 

Second.  The  policv  of  treaty  making,  involving  large 
annuities  to  the  Indians,  is  a  direct  incentive  to  fraud  on  the 
part  of  unprincipled  men,  whether  Government  agents  or 
traders,  and  is  a  fruitful  source  of  discontent  among  the 
savages',  leading  more  or  less  directly  to  hostilities  against  the 
whites. 

Third.  I  have  always  held  the  opinion  that  the  Indian 
Bureau  should  be  attached  to  the  War  Department,  as  it  was* 
previous  to  the  creation  by  law  of  the  Department  of  the 
Interior. 

Fourth.  In  my  report  of  r2th  of  August  last  I  indicated  in 
strong  terms  mv  'conviction  that  a  permanent  peace  with  the 
hostile  Sioux  bands  could  only  bo  ert'ected  by  placing  them  at 
a  remote  distance  from  the  whites  under  the  immediate  charge 
of  a  competent  military  force.  I  mentioned  Devil's  Lake  as  a 
proper  point  of  concentration  for  all  those  Sioux  who  are 
already  under  the  protection  of  the  Government,  or  who  may 
hereafter  submit  to  the  conditions  of  peace  oHered  them. 

Fifth  and  Sixth.  I  am  satisfi^xl  that  all  the  intercourse 
between  the  (iovernment  and  the  Sioux  and  Chippewa  tribes, 
including  th(^  reizulations-  for  trade,  would  be  much  more  simple 
and  sati^sfartory  if  c-onHned  strictly  to  the  military  chnnnels. 

Seventh.    It  is  -vnerally  conceded  that  the  country  on  the 
Missouri  River  selected  as  a  reservation  fur  the  Sioux  and  Win- 
ncbagops  is  entirely  unfit  for  inirpo.es  of  cultivation,  while 
its  geographical  position  is  objectiona]>le.  as  the  Indians  cannot 
be  Tonfined  within  its  limits-,  but  stray  away  at  pleasure.  IMany 
of  the  Sioux  prisoners  who  were  removed  from  this  district 
in  the  sprin?  of  1863  to  that  reservation  have  already  made 
their  way  back  to  their  old  huntina:  grounds  in  :Minnesota.  and 
are  a  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  military  authorities,  as  it 
is  difficult  to  aistinjruish  them  from  the  hostile  Sioux.  They 
will  prove  a  great  annoyance  also  to  the  white  settlers-  on  the 
border,  unless  effective  measures  are  taken  to  return  them  to 
their  own  country.     I  have  given   instructions   to  the  com- 
mandants of  the  frontier  posts  and  stations  to  permit  none  of 
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these  stra^rglors  to  remain  east  of  the  James  River,  and  to 
break  up  anv  trading  establishment  intended  for  trade  with 
them.  It  has'  })een  necessary  for  me  to  furnish  military  escorts 
on  two  different  occasions  for  Indian  Department  trains  of 
supplies  to  the  reservation  on  the  ^^lissouri  at  an  inclement 
season  of  the  year. 

Eighth.  In  my  report  to  you  of  military  operations  for  the 
past  year.  I  stated  that  the  Chippewas  were  discontented  and 
dissatisfied  on  account  of  the  payments  of  money  being  made 
to  them  in  paper  instead  of  gold.   The  influence  of  British  halt, 
breeds  is  great  among  those  bands  of  Chippewas  who"  inhabit 
the  region  near  the  northern  boundary  line,  and  is  used,  as  it  is 
with  The  Sioux  of  the  plains,  to  foment  ill-feeling  against  the 
Government.    In  fact,  there  is  general  disaffection  among  the 
Chippewas,  who  believe  themselves-  to  have  been  defrauded  by 
the  agents  and  traders  heretofore,  and  nothing  but  a  fear  of 
consequences  prevents  an  outbreak  among  thom.    I  have^  too 
many  evidences  of  the  existence  of  this  semi-hostile  disposition 
to  permit  me  to  doubt  it.    Until  there  are  such  changes  and 
modifications  in  our  Indian  system  as  have  been  suggested,  the 
savages  of  the  northwest  can  never  be  depended  upon.    If  they 
do  not,  as  heretofore,  fonn  combinations  among  the  various 
bands  to  make  war  upon  the  whites  in  force,  it  will  be  snnply 
because  they  feel  the  hopelessness  of  sueh  attempts.    If  it  is  the 
object  to  change  their  hatred  to  the  Government  into  respect 
and  attachment  it  can  be  effected  by  imitating  the  policy  of  the 
British  Government,  which  has  succeeded  so  admirably,  and 
which  may  be  comprised  in  one  st'Otence:  of  making  no  prom- 
ises that  is  not  faithfully  performed  and  no  threat  that  is  not 
promptly  carried  into  etl'ect. 
41-Pt.  4-710. 

11.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-Gtueral,  Commanding. 

Helqrs.  Dist.  of  [Minnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  December  10,  1S64. 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,        «  . 

Milwaukee,  Wis.:  -/ 
Dear  General:    I  trust  you  will  pardon  me  for  addressing 
you  thus  privately,  with  entire  frankness,  in  a  manner  which 
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deeply  interests  me,  and  in  which  I  believe  myself  to  have 
suffered  unintentional  injustice  at  your  hands. 

When  in  Milwaukee  I  was  assured  by  you,  on  two  or 
three  sei)arate  occasions,  that  General  Sully  and  myself  would 
be,  or  had  been,  alike  recommended  by  you  for  promotion. 
Upon  perusing  your  late  report  of  military  operations  in  your 
department  I  was  no  less  surprised  than  mortified  to  find  that, 
while  you  had  wannly  ur^red  the  promotion  of  General  Sully 
ycu  had  not  included  me  in  the  same  recommendation,  although 
our  names  appeared  in  the  context  and  in  juxtaposition  in 
other  portions  of  your  dispatch,  so  as  to  make  the  omission  of 
my  name  referred  to  the  more  prominent   and  remarkable. 
In  fact,  no  one  can  read  your  published  report  without  drawing 
the  inference  that  you  did  not  deem  me  as  much  entitled  to 
promotion  as  was  General  Sully.    I  have  sufficient  confidence 
in  your  magnanimity  and  sense  of  right  to  be  convinced  that 
you  will  promptly  rectify  that  omission,  if  you  deem  me  to  be 
correct  in  the  statement  of  my  claim  to  be  equally  considered 
with  General  Sully,  although  it  may  be  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  place  me  rectus  in  curia  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  have  perused  your  report,  as  that  has  been  extensively 
copied,  particularly  the  concludinir  paruL'raphs,  iu  the  news- 
paper^'  throughout  the  country.     I  do  not  intend  to  trespass 
upon  your  time  and  patience  by  goin[r  into  a  detail  of  opera- 
tions since  the  inception  of  the  Indian  war.    You  are  too  fa- 
miliar with  its  details  to  render  that  necessary.    I  may  justly 
assert,  however,  that  the  part  T  have  been  called  upon  to  per- 
form has  been  in  no   particular  seeoiidarA-   in  importance  or 
success  10  that  of  General  Sully,  for  I  had  met  and  defeated  the 
lower  bands  of  Sioux  iu  1862,  and  the  concentrated  forces  of 
the  lower  and  upper  bands  in  1863.  before  General  Sully  had 
encountered  any  Indians  in  the  field.    The  campaign  of  1862 
was  undertaken  in  the  face  of  an  entire  want  of  preparation 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  or  the  State,  and  of  difficulties 
almo.st  insuperable:  yet  tlie  results  were  pronounced  by  your- 
self to  have  been  entirely  successful  in  general  orders  of  a 
highly  complimentary  character»to  myself  and  to  my  eonnnand. 
The  enemy,  flushed  with  success,  was  defeated  in  a  pitched 
battle,   between   200   and    300    captives   rescued    from  their 
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clutches,  and  the  grroater  part  of  the  warriors  concerned  in  the 
outbreak  taken  prisoners.  The  prestige  of  white  superiority 
over  the  red  man  was  fully  restored. 

In  1863  I  performed  far  more  than  my  appointed  share  in 
the  programme  of  military  movements  connected  with  the 
joint  campaign  of  that  year  under  your  general  direction,  and 
received  for  myself  and  my  column  another  generous  tribute 
from  you  in  general  orders  for  the  energy  and  skill  with  which 
the  enemy  was  followed  to  his  remote  haunts  in  the  upper 
prairies,  des-pite  every  obstacle  of  unprecedented  heat  and 
drought,  and  badly  whipped  in  three  separate  engagements, 
with  heavy  loss  in  warriors  and  the  sacrifice  of  all  their  sub- 
sistence, clothing  and  transportation,  our  own  loss  being  com- 
paratively trifling.  Whatever  could  be  done  to  benefit  the 
service  since  that  time  in  my  appointed  sphere,  by  incessant 
labor  and  vigilance,  in  the  enforcement  of  discipline,  and  of 
strict  economy  in  the  expenditures  of  public  mone}^,  as  well  as 
in  guarding  the  frontier  from  Indian  raids,  has  been  accom- 
plished, and  I  believe  I  may  safely  challenge  a  comparison  in 
these  respects,  and  in  general  efficiency,  with  any  other  military 
district  in  the  army.  I  hope  you  will  acquit  me  of  any  desire 
tc  make  a  parade  of  my  services,  or  to  detract  in  the  least  from 
those  performed  by  General  Sully.  I  believe  you  have  only 
done  him  justice,  in  pressing  his  iulvancemeut.,  and  I  sincerely 
wis'h  he  may  obtain  it.  I  only  claim  from  our  common  superior 
officer,  who  has  so  long  been  identified  with  the  history  of  the 
Indian  war,  that  I  may  receive  from  hini  a  like  public  recog- 
nition of  the  services  and  labors  devolved  upon  me  in  the 
same  field.  My  reputation  as  a  citizen  and  an  officer  of  the 
army  is  dear  to  me,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  myself  and  to  my 
family  to  prevent  any  stain  from  resting  upon  it,  whether  by 
implication  or  otherwise.  I  know  you  will  not  blame  me  for 
undue  sensitiveness. 

41.Pt.  4-827.  ■        H.  5.  SIBLEY. 
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War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office. 

Washington,  December  19,  1864. 

lion.  E.  M.  Jjtanton, 

Secretary  of  AVar: 
In  conipliance  with  your  in.^tructions,  indorsed  on  letter  of 
Hon.  R.  €.  Schcnck,  of  December  13,  asking  what  has  been 
done  under  the  act  approved  March  3,  1864,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  protection  of  overland  emigration  to  the 
States  and  Territorie^i  of  the  Pacific,"  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port as  follows: 

The  act  approved  March  3,  1864,  provides  that— 
For  the  protection  of  emigrants  by  the  overland  route  to 
the  States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific,  the  sum  of  forty 
thousand  dollars  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  \nider  the  direction  of  the  Secretary-  of  War:  Pro- 
vided, That  ten  thousand  doliai-s  of  said  appropriation  shall 
be  applied  to  the  protection  of  emigrants  on  the  route  from 
Fort  Abercromlne  by  Fort  Bention,  and  the  further  sum  of  tenr- 
thousand  dollars  of'  said  appropriation  shall  be  applied  to  the 
protection  of  emigrants  on  the  route  from  Niobrara,  on  the- 
]\lissouri  Kiver,  by  the  valley  of  the  Niobrara  and  Gallatin,  iit 
Idaho. 

Capt.  James  L.  Fisk.  assistant  quartermaster  of  volun- 
teers, was  cluirged  with  the  es'cort  contemplated  by  the  pro- 
viso to  the  act  along  the  route  from  Fort  Abercrombie  by  Fort 
Benton.  On  the  31st  of  October  Captain  Fisk  reported  from 
Yankton,  Dak.,  the  result  of  his  "endeavor  to  cross  the  coun- 
try  from  Fort  Rice,  on  the  Missouri,  to  the  Big  florn  and  Up- 
per Yellowstone  region."  While  passing  the  Red  Buttes,  with- 
in sight  of  the  cavStern  boundary  of  ^lontana,  the  expedition 
was  attcicked  hy  Indians.  Forming  an  intrenched  camp  Captain 
Fisk  awaited  re-enforcements  from  General  Sully,  which  in  a 
few  days  arrived  with  orders  to  escort  the  emigrants  back  to 
Fort  Rice.  He  reports  that  most  of  the  emigrants  returned  to 
the  States,  and  that  he  provided  winter  quarters  at  Fort  Rice 
for  his  entire  train,  together  with  the  property  belonging  to  the 
expedition. 
41-Pt.  4-862. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant-General.  ' 
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Hdqrs.  District  ,  of  Minnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  December  21,  1864. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  "Wi^. : 

Oeueral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information 
report  of  J.  R.  Brown,  special  agent,  relating  to  the  gradual 
approach  of  the  Sissetons  toward  our  military  posts,  with  a 
view  to  place  themselves  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government. 
It  seems  that  most  of  them  have  succeeded  after  much  delay 
and  tribulation,  in  separating  themselves  from  the  hostile 
•camps.  The  Indians  from  the  :\Iissouri  Reservation,  who  are 
referred  to  by  Major  Brown  as  straggling  back  toward  their 
old  haunts  in  Minnesota,  will  be  driven  back  across  the  James 
River,  in  accordance  with  my  previous  orders,  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  reached  by  detachments  from  Forts  Wadsworth  and 
Ridgely.  I  have  directed  all  establishments-  intended  for  trade 
with  these  stragglers  to  be  broken  up  by  the  troops. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

(In closure) 

Extract  of  dispatch  from  Maj.  J.  R.  Brown,  special  military- 
agent.  Port  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter.,  of  date  December  9,  1864. 

Gabriel  Renville  visited  tliis  agency  since  my  return  and 
represents  the  camp  of  the  friendly  Sissetons  under  his  charge 
to  be  doing  well,  the  buffalo  being  abundant  along  the  James 
and  Elm  Rivers.  Red  Feather  and  other  chiefs  and  principal 
men  who  have  surrendered  since  last  spring  are  anxious  to 
&ign  the  obligations  demanded  of  those  who  surrendered  at 
Abercrombie.  They  say  they,  fear  that  without  some  official 
act  between  the  Government  and  them  they  will  not  be  recoc.- 
nized  as  friends,  and  they  see  too  many  advantages  resulting  to 
Ihem,  in  renewing  their  intercourse  with  the  Government!  to 
leave  their  position  in  any  doubt  if  it  can  be  avoided.  They 
say  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  realizing  the  blessings 
they  enjoyed  previous  to  the  outbreak,  and  of  which  they  have 
been  deprived  through  the  evil  acts  of  others,  and  without  any 
participation  whatever  in  the  commission  of  those  acts.  They 
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are  now  and  ever  have  been  friendly  to  the  whites,  and  have 
ever  been  kindly  treated  by  the  government  authorities,  and  it 
was  nnder  a  force  of  circumstances  wholly  beyond  their  con- 
trol that  they  joined  the  hostile  camp  and  remained  so  long 
with  it.  They  say  that  had  they  been  alone  they  would  have 
long  since  abandoned  the  hostile  camp,  but  they  had  ^vith 
them  their  wives,  children,  mothers,  and  sisters  all  of  whom 
they  must  have  abandoned  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  hostile 
lEdians.  Mr.  Renville  feels  satisfied  that  there  is  not  a  man  of 
any  character  of  mtinence  in  the  camp  on  the  James  that  would 
not  any  moment  take  sides  with  the  whites  in  a  conflict  with 
the  hostile  Sioux.  They  have  been  guarded,  driven,  scoffed 
at,  and  ridiculed  by  those  connected  with  the  hostile  camp, 
until  even  Indian  patience  has  given  way,  and  a  feeling  of 
enmity  against  those  Indians  has  taken  deep  root  in  the  breasts 
of  all  who  have  sufr'ered  the  insults  and  degradations  heaped 
upon  those  who  were  derisively  termed  the  "White  Sioux."  I 
have  informed  Mr.  Kenville  that  he  might  allow  all  the  chiefs 
and  headmen,  who  have  not  yet  entered  into  a  contract  in  re- 
gard to  their  future  connection  with  the  Government,  to  come 
to  this  agency  when  he  sends  up  for  his  supplies  for  this  month. 

I  deem  it  very  unfortunate  that  the  Indians  from  the 
Missouri  who  are  hunting  at  ditTereut  points  on  the  Coteau 
have  not  been  removed  west  of  the  James,  both  on  account  of 
the  dissatisfaction  created  among  the  Indians  who  are  kept  in 
the  camp  on  the  James,  while  these  :\Iissouri  Indians  are  per- 
mitted to  roam  over  the  country  at  pleasure,  and  on  account  of 
the  effect  which  n  failure  to  earry  uut  the  reeulntions  of  the 
Government  will  have  upon  the  :Missuuri  Indians  themselves. 
Indians  expect  tliat  all  promises-  made  by  the  whites,  whether 
of  reward  or  punishment,  should  bo  carried  out.  and  to  the 
unfulfilled  promises  and  threats  made  in-  and  in  the  name  of 
the  Government  may  be  attributed  most,  if  not  alt,  of  the  In- 
dian troubles  which  have  occurred  since  the  organization  of 
cur  Government.  At  this  time  particularly,  when  the  Sioux 
are  deemed  to  be  under  military  surveillance,  they  should  be 
made  to  undei^tand  that  all  regulations  regarding  them  will 
be  strictly  enforced.  The  Government  at  great  expense  located 
those  Indians  on  the  :\Iis.s-ouri,  with  the  understanding  on  the 
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part  of  the  Minnesota  that  no  Sioux  should  be  again  located 
within  her  limits.  Yet  we  find  several  families,  hunting  and 
trapping  near  the  old  Yellow  Medicine  Agency,  and  quite  a 
number  of  families,  I  learn,  are  at  the  scout's  camp,  on  the 
Redwood,  while  a  still  greater  number  are  located  along  the 
Sioux  River.  As  soon  as  the  present  storm  has  subsided  I  pro- 
pose to  send  a  party  of  scouts  as  far  down  the  Sioux  River  as 
Lake  Poinsett,  to  order  the  Indians  that  may  be  found  along 
the  Sioux  River,  and  those  that  may  be  hunting  near  the  edge 
of  the  Coteau,  to  move  forthwith  to  the  west  side  of  the  James 
River,  and  should  they  refuse  to  obey  more  stringent  measures 
will  have  to  be  resorted  to. 

J.  R.  BROWN,  Major  and  Special  Military  Agent. 
41-Pt.  4-909. 


Ildqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  ^Miun.,  December  28,  1864. 

Maj.  R.  H.  Rose, 

Commanding  Port  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter. 

}»Iajor:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  General  Sibley 
has  directed  the  is^^ue  of  an  order  this  day  giving  you  permis- 
sion without  expense  to  the  Goverument,  to  come  to  these 
headquarters  to  confer  with  him  upon  public  matters  connected 
with  the  post  under  your  command.  Before  your  departure 
from  Fort  Wadsworth  in  accordance  therewith  you  are  directed 
to  furnish  yourself  with  all  the  information  to  be  obtained  of  the 
condition  of  the  work  on  the  buildings,  the  state  of  .the  Indians, 
and  evtrything  of  importance  which  may  be  rcfiuisite  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  brigadier-general  commanding.  You  will  also 
give  minute  instructions  to  the  ot'ficer  left  temporarily  in  com- 
mand with  reference  not  only  to  the  defense  and  safety  of  the 
post  during  3'our  absence  and  the  general  management  of  mili- 
taiy  details,  but  also  of  furnishing  the  proper  details  of  men  for 
preparing  the  timber,  etc.,  necessary  for  the  continuation  and 
completion  of  the  fort.  II  is  reported  unofficially  that 
thus  far  very  little,  if  anything,  has  been  done  lately  in  that 
direction,  much  to  the  general's  surprise.  It  is  true  there  may 
be,  and.  probably  will  be,  a  very  few  days  when  the  weather  Is 
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too  intensely  cold  to  expose  Avorking  parties  to  its  severity; 
but  this  will  rarely  occur.  In  th«  ordinary  winter  days  the 
men  will  be  in  better  health  and  morals  when  employed  as  in- 
dicated.  Materials  for  the  early  completion  of  the  quarters 
at  Fort  AVadsworth  should  be  pressed  constantly  and  unceasc- 
in^ly  forward  whenever  practicable,  and  with  the  force  which 
can  be  spared  from  military  duty  there  should  be  no  reason 
why  ample  preparation  be  not  made  to  push  to  completion  the 
buildings  early  in  the  sprmg.  General  Sibley  expects  you  to 
make  all  necessary  arrangements  before  you  leave. 
41-Pt.  4-954.  R.  C.  OLIN,  Adjutant-General.  ' 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  AVis.,  December  29,  1864.  * 

Brig.-Geii.  II.  H.  Sibley, 

Conmianding  District  of  :Minnesota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. : 
General:    I  have  delayed  until  this  time  to  answer  your 
letter  of  the  10th  instant  in  the  hope  that  you  ^\'Ould  reconsider 
and  recall  it :  but  as  you  have  not  done  so,  and  as  it  embodies 
very  grave  complaints  of  injustice  and  wrong  done  you  by  me 
in  my  official  ca])acity,  I  do  not  consider  it  proper  to  treat 
your 'letter  as  private,  but  shall  place  it  together  with  this 
reply,  on  the  records  of  this  office.    I  proceed  to  reply  to  your 
ccmmunication  in  order  of  date  in.^^tead  of  the  order  of  your 
complaints.    Your  brief  campaign  of  lSo2,  terminating  in  the 
fight  of  Wood  Lake,  was  1  think,  duly  considered  and  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Government  in  your  appointment  as  briga- 
dier-general in  the  Army.    I  supposed  the  account  of  1862  to  be 
entirely  settled,  and  so  much  to  your  credit  and  in  your  favor 
that  I  did  not  imagine  that  you  would  refer  to  it  as  grounds  for 
any  further  claims  upon  the  Government.  Your  campaign  of  1863 
was,  I  think,  duly  and  very  fully  acku.nvledged  by  me  in  general 
orders,  which  (as  a  large  part  of  the  people  of  :\Iinnesota  and 
the  papers  in  Saint  Paul  did  not  agree  with  me)  brought 
upon  me  a  great  deal  of  unfavorable  comment.    Certainly  I 
sustained  your  campaign  much  more  openly  and  decidedly  than 
did  the  citizens  of  your  own  State.    But  General  Sully  also  per- 
formed equally  valuable  services  during  the  sununer  of  1863, 
though  he  was  detained  by  unexpected  obstacles  too  long  for 
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success  of  the  joint  operations  I  had  proposed.  Yet  1  think 
it  will  uot  bo  disputed  that  he  intiieted  (luite  as  much  dania^'e 
upon  the  hostile  Indians  as  you  did. 

After  reporting  the  resiilt  of  military  operations  for  the 
season  of  1863  1  wrote  an  official  letter  to  the  General-in-Chief, 
a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  recommending  yourself  and  Gen- 
eral Sully  for  promotion  for  services  during  the  campaign  of 
that  year.    So  far  I  think  you  deceive  yourself  in  supposing 
that  you  have  been  unjustly  dealt  with  by  me.    The  official  re- 
port to  which  you  particularly  refer  in  your  letter  of  the  10th 
instant  is  my  report  of  military  operations  for  the  year  1864. 
During  the  whole  of  the  operations  of  this  year  you  remained 
at  Saint  Paul  in  aecordance  with  your  own  wishes  expressed  to 
me.    General  Sully  organi/.ed  and  conducted  a  most  successful 
campaign  against  the  Indians,  only  returning  to  his  headquar- 
ters in  Iowa  late  in  November.    By  what  process  of  reasonhig 
you  can  persuade  yourself  that  in  an  official  report  recounting 
the  military  operations  of  this  year  you,  remaining  quietly  in 
Saint  Paul,'  are  entitled  to  the  same  credit  and  the  same  meas- 
ure of  recommendation  as  General  Sully,,  who  underwent  all  the 
toil  and  hardship  of  severe  marches,  who  fought  several  large 
and  successful  battles,  and  who  was  responsible  for  the  entire 
field  operations  in  which  you  took  no  part,  I  am  utterly  at  a 
loss  to  understand:  nor  has  your  letter  in  any  manner  changed 
or  modified   the   opinion   and   recommendations   expressed  in 
my  report.    If  your  own  opinion  of  my  injustice  to  you  remains 
unchanoed,  I  respectfully  suorgest  that  you  lay  the  whole  matter 
before  the  autliorities  in  "Washington. 

In  conclusion.  I  must  l)e  permitt^^d,  o-eneral.  to  say  that 
I  was  both,  surprised  and  shocked  at  receiving  a  letter  from 
you  containing-  what  seems  to  me  charires-  so  entirely  unfounded. 
If  I  had  been  asked  to  designate  an  officer  in  thi?;  department, 
to  whom  I  have  always  shown  special  consideration  and  regard, 
and  who  could  not  by  any  possibility  have  any  complaint  to 
make  of  me,  you.  general,  would  certainly  have  been  the  man. 
It  seems,  however,  that  you  think  I  have  been  mistaken,  but  as 
you  have  failed  to  convinee  me  that  I  am  so,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted still  to  insist  upon  the  propriety  and  entire  justice  of 
niv  report.    I  regret  very  much  that  this  correspondence  has 
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been  found  nec-essnry  or  .xp..li.nt  by  you,  hut  since  vou  have 
thought  .t  proper  it  only  r.-n.ain.d  for  me  to  make  mv  views 
atiil  opiinons  clear  to  you. 

JXU.  POPK,  3Iajnr-(;.MK'ral.  Commanding. 

(Iiielosuro) 

Headquarters  l)ej>arti.-M  r.f  nf  the  Xorthwest, 
.  •  AIih\aukeo.  \Vi<..  ])eeem})er  8,  ISGs! 

:\iaj.-l^en.  11.  W.  Ilalleck, 

Gcneral-iu-C']ii(,.r.  AVasliiiiL:t(»n.  D.  C. : 
(J^eral:    I  have  the  Imnor  to  reeommend  Brigadier-  Gen- 
:ials  Ml.h.y  and  ^ully  lor  promotion,  in  consideration  of  dis- 
tinguished service,  the  former  in  the  eaiupai^n  of  the  past  sum- 

2Mh  of  July;  t]ie  hater  in  the  severe  action  of  September  3 
at  Mhite  Stone  Hill.  ^  ' 

n-Vu  4-9(31.        .IXO.  IM)I>K.  Major-Oenerah  Commanding. 


Abstract  from  Eeturn  ot  the  Department  of  the  Northwest 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 
for  the  Month  of  December,  18G4. 
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Organization  of  Troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army.  Commanding-, 
December  31,  1864. 


District  of  Iowa. 

Brijr.-Oen.  Alfred  Sully. 

P'or  Berthokl,  Iowa  (  ?)     (Dakota  Territory.) 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry,  (one  company).  Capt.  Abraham  B.  ^lore- 
land. 

Crow  Creok.  Iowa  (?)    (Dakota  Territory.) 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry  (one  company),  Ca})t.  Scott  Shattuck. 
For  Kandall,  Dak.  Ter. 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry  (five  companies).  Cal.  Samuel  M.  Pollock. 
Port  Rice,  Dak.  Ter. 

1st  U.  S.  Volunteers  (six  companies),  Col.  Charles  A.  R. 
Dimon. 
Fort  Sully.  Dak.  Ter. 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry  (three  companies).  Maj.  Albert  E.  House. 
Yer million.  Dak.  Ter. 

Dakota  Cavalry,  Com])any  A,  Capt.  Xdson  ^liner. 
Yankton  Agency,  Dak.  Ter. 

Dakota  Cavalry.  Company  B,  Capt.  William  Tripp. 
Yankton,  Dak  Ter. 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry  (one  compaTiy),  Capt.  Lewis  R.  Wolfe. 


District  of  Minnesota. 

Brier.-Gen.  Henry  II.  Sibley. 
Port  Wadsworth.  Dak.  Ter.,  :^Iaj.  Robert  II.  Rose. 

2d  ^linnesota  Cavali-y,  Company  B.  Capt.  Lewis  J.  Patch. 
2d  ^linnesota  Cavalry,  Company  C.  Capt.  Aaron  S.  Everest. 
2d  ^Minnesota  Cavalry,  Company  D,   (detachment),  Lieut. 

Lyman  B.  Smith, 
1st  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Company  F,  Lieut.  Albert  C.  Evans. 
Minnesota   Li<j:ht   Artillery,  3d  Battery,   (section),  Lieut 
Horace  II.  Western. 
41 -Pt.  4-995. 
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CAMPAIGN  OF  1865 

Headquarters  Di^ytrict  of  Iowa, 
Diihuque,  Iowa,  Jaiuinrv  6.  1865. 
Assistant  Adjutant-(M^7Hn'al. 

Department  of  tlie  Xorthwost : 
Sir:  This  evtiiii)Lr's  'mail  brouL'ht  several  communications 
from  the  Tpper  Missouri  country  iu  reirard  to  Indians  and 
Indian  aO'airs.  tiie  sul)st;inee  of  which  letters  f  hereby  transcribe 
for  the  infoi-matit)!!  of  the  izeneral  comrnandinfr  the  Depart- 
ment: .C'apt.  .].  II.  Pell,  assistant  a-ljutaiit-aentral.  writing: 
from  the  i)ost  near  Fort  J^ierre  on  the  L^^th  of  December,  1864, 
states  tliat  all  reports  from  the  Indians  show  that  they  are  in  a 
very  destitute  condition,  some  of  them  almost  starving:  that  in 
addition  to  the  utter  destruction  of  their  property  by  my 
troops  la^l  summei-.  tlie  pi-esenee  of  troops  in  their  section  of 
country  west  of  the  Missouri  has  driv^-n  away  all  the  butfalo; 
and  it  a})pears  also  a  izvvdi  many  more  were  killed  and  wounded 
in  my  fi«!hts  with  them  than  I  reported  in  my  offieial  report,  for 
1  only  reported  tlie  killed  seen  on  the  field.  They  are  very 
anxious  to  come  in  and  make  y)eaee.  but  are  unable  to  do  so,  and 
on  that  aceoimt  h,-  would  suL-'LieNt  Fort  Kicr  ;i>  a  suitable  point 
to  meet  them  jiikI  talk  with  them.  Tlie  Indians  are  tlie  Min- 
neconjou  and  S;ins  Are  Sioux.  Co'oiir!  Ciiii:-:!.  Fir-t  U.  S. 
Volunteers.  e(.in imi mliiiLT  at  Fort  Hiee.  in  a  letter  dated  Xovem- 
ber  26,  states  that  Two.Bi-ai-s  and  al>out  eiLrhty-five  lodires, 
wiiich  is  efjuivah-nt  to  m-ar  3()''>  wai-rioi-s.  is  livioir  near  the  fort. 
This  is  the  chief  I  mentioned  to  the  ireneral  as  coininir  in  after 
the  campaiirn  and  irivin^^  liimself  u{> — a  brave  and  I  believe  him 
to  be  a  true  Indian.  Two  Reai-s  brouirht  into  the  fort  on  the 
24th  Black  Tattish  ajid  three  of  iiis  warriors.  This  is  a  Yank- 
tonais  chief,  and  heretofore  ha>  bci-n  one  of  our  most  bitter 
enemies.  Cattish  says  he  and  most  of  his  people  are  anxious  for 
peace,  but  that  .Medicine  Bear,  another  Yanktonais  chief.  1s 
using-  his  influence  amouLT  the  Yanktonais  against  peace,  but 
that  he  will  do  all  he  can  to  l)v\ui:  his  people  in.  He  also  states 
that  the  Santees,  or  ^linnesota  Indians\  and  tlie  half-breeds  of 
the  north  are  tryinir  to  keep  the  rest  of  the  Indians  from  mak- 
in«r  peace.    The  eolotiel  also  reports  on  the  1st  of  Decend)er-  that 
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a  small  party  of  his  garrison  were  returning  from  the  Cannoii 
Ball  River  when  they  were  approached  by  a  small  body  of 
Indians,  who  treated  them  as  friends,  but  fired  on  a  party  of 
three  soldiers  who  were  following  them,  consistmg  of  Lieu- 
tenant Noyes,  Sergeant  Thompson,  and  Private  Townsend.  The 
first  two  were  slightly  wounded  with  arrows,  but  Private 
Townsend  is  missing.  The  party  were  thought  to  be  Santees. 
Two  Beai^  and  a  party  of  Indians  liad  gone  in  pursuit  of  them. 
48-Pt.  1-438.  ALF.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 

V     v^.,  Headquarters  Post  Commander, 

Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter.,  January  24,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  Edward  P.  TenBroeck, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Iowa: 
Colonel  r  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  arrived  at  this 
post  from  Fort  Sully  on  the  21st  instant,  and  found  everything 
quiet.     Received  same  date   a  communication   from  Captain 
Moreland,  commaTuling  at  Fort  Berthold,  a  copy  of  which  I 
enclose.    Of  the  fact  of  the  concentrating  of  hostile  Indians  m 
the  vicinity  of  Fort  Berthold,  under  :\lcdicine  Bear  and  the 
]Man  Who  Strikes  The  Rec.  rejecting  all  overtures  of  peace  and 
being  incited  to  unlawful  acts  and  encouraged  by  presents  and 
munitions  of  war  by  certain  parties,  said  to  be  from  the  Red 
River  of  the  North.  I  liave  already  informed  your  headquar- 
ters some  three  weeks  since.    Captain  Moreland  does  not  ask 
for  assistance;  in  fact  I  do  not  know  the  number  or  strength  of 
liis  garrison.    I  shall  send  tomorrow  by  two  trusty  Indians  and 
open  communication  witli  him,  and  if  he  nerds  assistance  shall 
send  it.    I  held  a  conference  today  with  Two  Bear  and  The 
Shield  and  some  representatives  sent  from  \\\G  Gros  Ventres  on 
the  Little  :^lissouri  River.    They  came  in  to  hear  what  the 
whites  had  to  say.    They  liad  heard  much  before  but  would  not 
believe  it.    I  told  them  what  was  contained  in  the  general's 
letter  of  instruction  to  me.    On  the  evening  of  the  19th  instant 
some  thirty  warriors  from  the  liostile  camp  .  below  Berthold 
came  dowil  opposite  the  fort  and  stole  sixty  liorses  from  Two 
Bear's  camp.    Sixteen  of  Two  B.\ar's  young  men  came  down 
from  the  camp  above,  intercepted  them,  and  recovered  most  of 
their  horse.^.    Tliese  young,  ]nen  report  the  following,  the  truth 
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of  which  is  vouched  for  by  Two  Bear:  Half-breed  traders 
from  the  British  lines  came  into  the  Hostile  camp  below  Ber- 
thold  with  ten  sleigh  loads  of  goods.  They  rode  into  camp  with 
the  British  flag  at  their  head  and  said:  ''This  flag  will  not  be 
put  down  for  anybody,  only  for  God  Almighty.  Those  who  join 
us  will  not  get  hurt.  Those  who  join  the  Americans  will  get 
hurt.  We  will  return  the  last  of  the  month  with  more  powder, 
ball  and  arms,  and  some  Santees,  and  will  take  Fort  Berthold 
and  then  Fort  Eice."  Then  they  gave  a  feast  and  presented 
the  Indians  with  five  kegs  of  powder  and  some  sacks  of 
bullets  and  traded  more.  At  the  feast  the  ^lan  That  Strikes  the 
Eee  said:  "As  long  as  I  live  I  shall  never  shake  hands  with 
the  whites."  :\lodieine  Bear  said:  "I  am  the  man  to  make 
war  with  the  Americans:  kill  all  you  can,  I  will  say  nothing 
against  you.  There  are  over  1,500  lodges  of  Santees  at  Devil's 
Lake  and  Mouse  River.  Of  the  hostile  camp  seventy  lodges 
have  quarreled  and  are  starting  down  here  for  peace.  Five 
hundred  lodges  of  half-breeds  have  started  for  Fort  Abercrom- 
bie  to  join  the  whites. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Pease,  trader,  wliom,  after  I  seized  his  powder 
and  ball,  I  perhaps  unwisely  allowed  to  proceed  to  Fort 
Berthold,  was  stopped  by  the  Indians  at  the  hostile  camp  above 
mentioned.  All  his  hors-ts,  some  oxen,  and  about  $'4,000 
worth  of  goods  were  stolen.  His  life  was  only,  saved  by  the 
intervention  of  some  of  his  relations.  1  still  believe  that  the  war 
spirit  among  the  Indians  is  broken,  and  that  the  peace  party  is 
yet  predominant,  but  would  again  urgently  request  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding  permissifin  to  break  up  these  trading  parties 
from  the  British  possessions  and  execute  summary  justice  on  the 
principals  engaged  this  winter,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
there  is  a  Confederate  element  at  work.  And  again  I  repeat  I 
fear  the  consequence  in  the  spring  if  their  influence  is  allowed 
to  have  full  sway  with  the  Indians  this  winter.  I  would  very 
respectfully  urge  upon  the  general  conmianding  the  evident 
necessity  of  some  more  stringent  rules  and  regulations  govern- 
ing traders  at  different  posts  on  tliis  river.  There  are  now  at 
Fort  Sully  and  the  camps  immefliately  adjoining  some  ten  un- 
authorized petty  traders  who  are  governed  by  no  law  what- 
34  - 
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ever;  also  here  at  Fort  Berthold  tliore  are  four  that  are  allowed 
to  visit  the  Indian  cainps  and  trade  proini&cuously.  Feeling  the 
necessity  of  the  case  at  my  own  post,  I  published  General 
Orders, No.  10,  series  of  1864,  which  I  trust  will  meet  with  the 
^general's  approval.  The  health  of.  this  command  is  poor — 
^disease  principally  scurvy.  :\Jy  supply  of  anti-scorbutics  is 
limited  ,but  I  trust  will  be  sufficient  to  soon  check  its  progress. 

C.  A.  R.  DBIOX,  CoU)nel  First  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  Coninuinding  Post. 

:  '     "  (First  indorsement) 

Ileadqiuirters  District  of  Iowa, 
Davenport,  February  22,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

I  concur  in  everything  said  in  regard  to  the  evil  effects  of 
these  half-breeds  of  the  north.  I  have  already  reported  this 
matter.  I  also  agree  in  the  matter  concerning  traders.  Orders 
have  been  sent  reguhatiiig  this,  which  I  suppose  Colonel  Dimon 
did  not  receive  when  he  wrote  this. 

ALF.  SULLY,  Brig.-Gen. 

(Second  indorsement") 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

:\niwaukec,  Wis.,  :\Iarch  1,  1865. 
Respectfully  referred  to  ]\lajor-General  Pope,  commanding 
division,  for  his  information. 

As  soon  as  the  river  opens  I  design  going  up  to  Saint  Paul 
to  make  personal  observations. 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  Major-General. 

(Third  indorsement) 

Hdqrs.  :\lilit;)ry  Division  of  t^ft*'" Missouri, 
Saint  Louis,  :\Io.,  March  4,  1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  through  ]^Iaj.-Gen.  II.  AY.  Ilalleck, 
chief  of  statf,  U.  S.  Army. 

It  seems  hnpossil)le  to  restore  (juiet  anion  Li'  the  northwest- 
ern Indians  until  some  steps-  are  taken  to  prevent  interference 
of  English  subjects. 

48-Pt.  1-646.       JNO.  POPE,  .Major-Ceneral,  Commanding. 
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Abstract  from  Return  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 
for  the  Month  of  January,  1865. 


Present    |        :  ^3 
for  Duty  \5  2^ 

Command 

Headquarters 

Offi'rsjMen  ;  S 

1    !  <^ 

District  of  Iowa  (Sully)   

1  1 

63il53l*:2033  2358 

i      1  ! 

 Dubuque 

4S-Pt.  1-703. 


Headquarters  Department  of  tlie  Northwest, 
^lilwaukee.  AVis.,  February  1,  18G5. 

Biig.-Geii.  A.  Sully, 

Coinmanding-  Department  of  Tom  a,  Dubuque,  Iowa: 
General:  As  your  re])orts  set  forth  that  laroe  ])odies  of 
hostile  Indians  are  eominu-  to  Hie  militr.ry  posts  established  last 
summer  on  the  frontifu*  to  surrender  tln'mselves  to  the  military 
authorities  of  the  United  St;ites  for  the  purpose  of  securino- 
peaee,  you  are  instrueted  to  eonfei*  yith  the  Indians  thus  sur- 
rendering themselves  and  to  inform  them  that  the  United  States 
will  maintriin  peaee  with  them  simply  on  the  basis  of  their 
good  behavior  and  assist  them  in  pre>reeting,  themselves  agninst 
hostile  Indians.  They  will  1)e  notiticd  that  they  nuist  remain 
outside  of  an  outer  line  of  posts  ;ind  m  no  event  to  eome  within 
-this  line  even  in  tlie  smallest  parties.  Any  intrusion  into  tlie 
settlements  even  ])v  sin-jle  Indians  will  be  i-euarded  and  treat^nl 
as  a  act  of  hostility  (mi  the  part  of  thf  tribe  to  which  such  In- 
dian or  Indians  i)elon'_r.  The  rndians  thus  Liivin^  th.emselves  n\) 
will  be  pennitted  and  eiu'ouraged  at  all  times  to  establish  their 
camps  in  the  vicinity  of  the  outc!-  posts  and  to  trade  at  the 
posts  witli  pei-sojis  duly  authorized  to  trade  with  them.  .  Xo 
other  treaty  stipulations  will  be  made  with  Indians."  As  the 
Indians  thus  comini;-  in  and  surrendering  are  reirarded  as 
prisoners-  of  the  Unit.nl  States,  no  white  nian  whatever  will  lie 
allowed  to  visit  them  rwt^ept  by  speeial  ])ermit  in  each  c':ise 
from  the  district  eommandcr.  and  no  treaties •  other  than  above 
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The  hostile  attitude  occupied  by  all  the  Sioux  bands  for  the 

St  tl  lil^r,?  -^th  United 

^  <t.s,  and  the  payment  of  annuities  or  distribution  of  ^oods 
...der  any  fonner  treaties  will  not  be  permitted  bv  the  mniiZ 
oinnianders  of  districts  or  posts  on  the  frontie;,  unless  con- 
tuny    orders  are  received  from  the  War  Department  Any 
c  anus  of  Indians  for  lands  fron'i  which  they    re  e.xch  ded  v 

this  mdi  ai.  department,  and  by  hin>  be  submitted  for  the  ac- 

t  on  of  the  proper  authorities  at  Washington.  The  line  bevond 
Mh  ch    ,d,„„  ^^^^^.^^^       ^^^^^^.^^  ^  ^.^^ 

^oit  Abercrom.,K.  th.ou,!.  Fort  AVa.lsworth  to  Fort  Pierre,  on 
the  ihssoun  liner,  and  from  Fort  Abercron,bie  alon.  the  line 
of  the  Cheyenne  K,ver:  east  and  south  of  this  line  all  Indian 
are_  prohibited  from  coniin,  on  any  pretext,  under  the  pe  U  • 
of  nnmediate  hostility  with  the  tril:es  to  which  they  belong.  ' 

Copies  of  this  order  will  be  furnished  by  district  '  coin- 
";«mlers  to  the  commandino.  officers  of  all  fronder  posts  un  l  r 
heir  jurisdiction,  and  its  proyision.  will  be  careful!  •  expl!'  e 

them  el  "s     n-T      """^  '''''       ''''  -"--l"" 

d  a       ,;,    ;  r""  Hlers  are  instructed  to 

ho  ti     ,,  "  '"'"''''"^  theu^^eWe.  against  other 


the  fHe,  i,    ;  T  operations  of 

the  friend  y  Indians  with  this  yiew.  hut  under  the  clear  under- 
tanding  that  such  service  for  their  own  protection  will  f i  rnish 
.0  grotind  for  any  claim  for  services  against  the  United  StattJ 
n  conferences  with  Indians  and  when  the  circumstances  in  -' 
pe.atively  demand  it,  certain  articles  of  provisions  in  limited 
quantities  may  be  issued  to  the  Indians  in  an  order  of  the  post 
eomiiiander.  setting  forth  in  detail  th.e  necessity,  a  c  py  o 

heSu.::';  r'  ^vr^:  r t;-departme: 

h  nin"  ^""'-V'T'  '"^""-■'^^^^■^  "•'"ti'ig  and  trading 
at  the  military  posts.  Xo  Indian  trader  will  be  permitted  to 
locate  huiKSelf  in  the  camps  of  these  Indians,  but' wii,  be  as- 
Hgned  a  place  for  bis  sto.c  at  or  in  the  innnediate  vicinity  of 
he  military  post  by  the  post  connnander.  All  officers  "and 
-oldiers  are  positively  ,,rohihited  from  trading  with  Lull: 


a  IIS  or 
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leceiviug  presents  of  any  kind  from  Indians  or  Indian  traders, 
and  any  officer  or  soldier  detected  in  such  practices,  directly 
or  indirectly,  will  be  placed  in  arrest  and  brought  before  a 
general  court-nu\rtial.  It  is  very  desirable  that  all  Indians  on 
the  frontier  be  induced  to  establish  their  cainps-  in  the  vicinity 
and  under  the  supervision  of  the  military  posts,  and  all  military 
commanders  on  the  frontier  will  offer  every  proper  inducement 
to  Indians  by  kind  treatment,  by  protection  from  other  Indians- 
and  Indian  traders,  to  secure  this  result. 
48-Pt.  1-719.       JXO.  POPE,  :\[a.jor-General,  Commanding. 


Ileadcpiarters  District  of  Iowa. 
Dubuque.  February  7,  1865. 

Assistant  Ad.jutant -General, 

Department  of  the  Northwest: 
Sir:  Your  comniunication  of  Feliruary  3,  inclosing  a  letter 
of  instructions  to  General  Sibley  in  regard  to  establishing  a 
line  of  posts  in  his  district,  and  directing  me  to  establish  a 
line  from  Spirit  L:dve  or  Shetak  Lake  to  the  [Missouri,  has  been 
received.  It  was  my  intention  to  havo  made  a  suggestion  very 
similar  to  this,  as  far  as  regards  my  district,  before  I  received 
the  generaPs-  comnuniication.  I  propose  to  post  one  company  at 
the  Big  Sioux  Falls,  whieh  is  on  the  Bix  Sioux  River,  due  west 
from  the  southwest  corner  of  [Minnesota,  and  another  post  on 
the  James  Kiver  south  of  the  P^ire  Steel  Creek.  By  patrolling 
from  Crow  Creek,  where  I  have  already  a  post,  to  the  Big 
Sioux  Falls,  a  distance  of  1:^0  miles,  the  settlements  in  the 
Territory  of  Dakota  would  1)e  pi'oteeteJ  from  any  incursions  of 
the  Indians  from  the  north.  Tiierv*  are  no  settlements  of  whites 
in  the  Territory  exeept  close  to  the  Missouri  Kiver,  a  few  scat- 
tering settlers  about  thirty  niib^s.  up  the  Biir  Sioux,  and  none 
up  the  [Missouri  much  highrr  than  Fort  Randall.  In  fact,  tak- 
ing the  forty-thirel  })arallcl  of  latitude  as  a  boundary,  there  are 
not  over  three  or  four  whitt^  settlers  north  of  it.  Such  also  is 
about  the  case  in  Xorthwestern  Iowa,  with  the  exception  of 
Spirit  Lake  and  the  head  of  the  Little  Sioux  Kiver  at  both  of 
which  places  I  have  troops  now  stationed.  I  was  going  to  sug^•est 
to  the  general  the  pr(>i)riety  <>f  ni.v  irivinir  up  thesi?  posts  next 
spring."   Troops  at  the  Biir  Sioux  Falls,  communicating  wiUi 
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■    I.ake  Shet^-    oi.yht  to  be  protected  enough  for  all  settlers 
Jih'Z  ''  ''''  ^^^"^         Spirit  Lai  a 

7+-  T        n  ^^^^^"-^  bhetak  and  also  at  Lake  Beutnn 

i7titi;fs/'tT""" " '  '""^'^  ™-  eligible  ;':r; 

of  th    t^vo  it  ?  «  V"  "  ^he  positions 

v  it     H  '  ^'""^  ^""^         Fire  Steel  Creek  meet 

^c«ttcu,l  u  takes  a  guard  of  about  fortv-five  men  to  ^o.t  th„ 
necessary  senfinelq     it  ;  ,-i         '  P°''''  ^''^ 

post.  ^-"'^Se  than  a  military 

J8Pt.  .^j^pi  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 

Headquarters  DcparfMient  of  the  Northwest'  ' 
Brig-Gen.  A.  Sully.  ^^^""'"^ '^'^^^ 

Coiiimandiiig  District  o£  Iowa  • 

i"  any  n>anLr  wit     fli  /i?"  ;''r'''  '""'^^^  "'terfere 

Indians  Hvinnn^^L^^Sj-/:  rit^^l -ir"!^^'^" 
-ed  to  follow  the  line  generallv  s„.o J  t'd 
«  ructions,  and  to  except  s-ueh  Indi,:,;       h    t  i  d-  est" 
m  operation.-    These  directions  senu  to  devoK 
detennination  of  two  thin.s-first       u  w  ,  T 

cla.ss  of  excepted  Indim.  t   '  ""'^  '^eond,  a 

3ly  judc.,„ont    s  to  t        .  new  line.- 

tin  I  .^r"  t;:ttr ^LS^d^:  :J  ::e7  r 

-n.ng  the  sett,en,ents  and  the  ludiau.s  tnt:' ^S^^;^'  ^ 
'    ■  .  .  "^«TIS.  ^lajor-General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Minnesota,  ^ 
Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  .Minn.,  February  22,  1865. 

Maj.  R.  11.  Rose, 

Commanding  Fort  AYadsworth/Dak.  Ter. :  • 

Major:     A   dispatch  of  11th  instant  from   Capt.  A,  S". 
Everest,  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry,,  commanding  Fort  AVads- 
worth,  has  been  duly  received  at  these  headquarters.     It  in- 
closes a  recommendation  from  Alajor  Brown,  special  agent,  that 
the  Sisseton  Sioux  who  have  surrendered  to  the  military  in- 
thorities  be  permitted  to  locate  temporarily  at  Lake  Traverse- 
for  the  purpos-e  of  planting,  etc.    Since  Captain  E.'s  dispatch 
was  written,  a  copy  of  general  instructions  from  Major-General 
Pope,  dated  1st  instant,  relative  to  the  location  of  these  and 
other  Indians  similarly  situated,  has  been  transmitted  to  you 
for  your  government.    Of  course,  under  these  directions  specify- 
ing particularly  that  none  of  them  be  permitted  below  a  certain 
designated  line,  no  return  of  these  people  to  the  island  in 
Lake  Traverse  or  any  of  tlie  regions  thereabout  will  be  allowed 
under  any  circumstances.    Neither  is  the  dispatch  of  General 
Pope,  requiring  the  Indians  so  delivering  themselves  up  to  be 
encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  the  military  posts,  to  be  construed 
by  you  to  mean  that  they  are  to  be  located  so  near  Fort  Wads- 
worth  as  to  nuike  it  difficult  to  restrain  the  soldiers  from  visit- 
-ing  the  camps.    So  close  an  approximation  to  the  fort  would 
prove  a  fniitful  source  of  debauchery  and  demoralization  to 
both  the  troops  and  the  Indians,  and  inaugurate  fresh  conten- 
tions and  ill-feeling  between  them.    The  meaning  of  Major- 
General  Pope  evidently  is  to  encourage  these  peacefully  dis- 
posed  Indians   to   place   themselves   sufficiently   near   to  the 
military  posts  to  enjoy  the  protection  of  V.  S.  forces-  there  sta- 
tioned against  any  attempts  of  the  hostile  savages  to  molest 
them.    Points  four  or  five  miles  distant  would  be  close  enough 
to  secure  such  a  result,  while  it  would  enable  the  commandant 
of  the  post  to  prevent  or  detect   and  punish  any  officer  or 
soldier,  who,  contrary  to  orders,  should  attempt  or  succeed  in 
the    endeavor    to    visit    these    camps.     The    most  stringent 
orders  must  be  given  and  enforced  in  this  matter,  so  that  no 
white  num  at  the  post  be  permitted  among  these  people,  except 
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«tructio„s  and, SultlLnf -  "-d  the 

eases,  ,ou  w.ll  LthoH      L  I.:';;::  Tt^"*^'^' 

bands  of  Sioux  who  h-nl  V  '  Sissetons  or  kindred 

hereafter,  at  suk  poin     !  f,    "  n  "'"'^'^"^  '^h'*"  so 

direction     The  L^r     i.  n     71  ""^  ''''''  ""^^^ 

patch  referred  to  a  p  "  /'^-^o-General  Pope  in  the  dis- 
tompts  at  mnkin„  1"^  --^-^P''"^      prohibiting  any  at- 

visit  ,y  a  ^vh,te'n.;:r';;:,L;;r4,--^;;''-ver  or  any 
from  the  district  commandm-    L    T  'P'''"''''  P""""' 

the  individuals  eon^  Z     '  ^^.^  —  -r>ply  to 

to  these  camp,  on    neci;i  ^  '^'^P^t-^'^^d  by  you 

keep  their  men  to"  t  e     nd":i  ^-7'""^"  ^"^"""^ 
course  with  the  Indll      b      •     ""^"V  ^""^^ 
posed,  return  forthwith  n,     e    ort    t,'  J'"-  """^ 

camps  when  occasion         ■        ,  "  '^"'J'       visiting  the 

-ost'  trust  -   a  c        i  ;  ^^--'-d  uponVour 

ordersand^HM-nu   of  no    cl      r^"'   7 ""P^^^y  obev 

witho,:t  n".l:: r;.^'x^f  f;:r"''''f-,''°" 

i^nnies  of  two  respectable"  wh  tl  iieadquarters  the 

the  Indians  underthe  r>~t,  *°  ^^""h 

dispatch,  but  no  one  i  ,  'T''^  ^"  ^^I-'^ 

Gpvernn,e„t  S  s  :^ir  T"'  "i-V 

Indians  under  any  circuLst::    f    Th  "  t^l;  i^r^'^t  ^t*'^ 
are  req.„,e,  to  be  in  the  innnediat    vie  „  ^ 
"nder  the  innnediate  supervision  of  ,  '  ''"^ 

who  will  regulate  their    nt.v  conunanding  officers,  , 

'^eedful  strin.encv     K       "    I',""  ^'"^  l"dians  with  all 

people  to  the13in     tnd  ^•'^'''^        these  ■ 

v.o.nen  nu.st  not  l  ^^S  -'t  t  "  "f" 

vieinitv  at  anv  time   f  ,  ""^^-herc  in  if.s 

This  you  w    -  .e      ,  as'  ;:r"  ^"'■fi-"*>y  obvious, 

be  replaced  exccp      -  "'.'^  ^'^^  P"""T'"'" 

direction  of  the  Ivar  D  '  7  '  /  ' of  the 
rlieation  will  be  ma  e  ^  tTe  r'  '  r -^P' 

f  r  the  supply  Of  s:;:  ,., :  r-"-^^"-^ 
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ized  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War.  The  necessary  vegetable 
seed  will  be  furnished  by  the  assistant  quartermaster  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  order  already  given.  The  question  of  the 
employment  of  scouts  and  the  questions  therewith  connected 
will  be  made  the  subject  of  a  future  communication. 
48-Pt.  1-952.  K.  C.  OLIX,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Davenport,  Iowa,  February  25,  1S65; 
Maj.-Gen.  S.  R.  Curtis, 

Commaiidino'  Department  of  the  XorthAvest : 

General:  Your  letter  to  mt  of  the  20th  February  has  just 
been  forwarded  to  me  here  at  Dubuque.    *    *    *  * 

Following  down  the  ^Missouri  River,  encamped  on  ditferent 
streams  emptying  into  it  and  on  both  sides  of  the  Missouri,  are 
different  bands  of  Sioux,  who  have  also  made  peace.  Small 
parties  of  whites  have  been  frequently,  during  the  winter,  pass- 
ing up  and  down  the  banks  of  the  river  lietween  Fort  Rice  and 
Fort  Sully,  and  have  not  been  in  the  least  molested.  The  sec- 
tion of  country  between  the  ^lissouri  and  James  Rivers,  and 
south  of  the  latitude  of  Fort  Riee  down  to  the  latitude  of  Crow 
Greek  Agency,  is  a  barren  waste'  little,  or,  you  may  say,  no 
timber,  and  not  a  great  deal  of  water,  and  that  of  the  very 
poorest  kind.  It  is,  however,  the  great  bufialo  hunting  ground 
of  the  friendly  Sioux.  No  doubt  it  is  also  visited  by  bands  of 
hostile  Indians  from  the  north.  Leaving  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Sully,  which  consists  of  three  companies  of  cavalry,  you  come 
to  the  Crow  Ci-eek  Agency,  about  eighty  miles.  I  have  estab- 
lished a.  small  l)lork-house  on  the  banks  of  the  :\lissouri,  about 
half  way  between  these  two  posts,  occupied  by  about  ten  men 
as  a  place  of  shelter  for  soldiers  carrying  the  mail.  The  Crow 
Creek  Agency  has  been  lately  established  as  a  reservation  for 
the  Winnebago(^s  and  Minnesota  Sioux,  but  thei'c  are  very  few 
of  them  there.  They  have  lu^arly  all  left,  having  been  starved 
out.  I  keep  one  company  of  cavalry  here  to  protect  Ihese  In- 
dians and  the  white  men  employed  at  the  agency.  The  next 
post  dow!i  the  i-iver  is  P\)rt  Randall,  badly  located  on  the  south 
side' of  the  river.  It  would  have  been  better  h)eated  on  the 
ether  side  of  the  river,  a  few  mih^s  down  and  near  to  the 
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Yankton  Agency.  Randall  is  abont  ninety  miles  from  Crow- 
Creek.  1  have  a  block-house  with  fifteen  men  about  half  way 
between  these  places  for  the  convenience  of  travelers  and  the 
mail  carriers.  Randall  has  a  garrison  of  five  companies  of 
cavalry..  It  is  not  built  like  a  post.  The  buildings  are  very 
much  scattered.  It  takes  a  great  nujnber  of  sentinels  to  guard 
it.  At  Randall  commences  the  settlements  of  Dakota.  AboulJ 
four  or  five  miles  above  it,  on  the  edge  of  the  Yankton  Reser- 
vation, are  about  two  white  men,  married  to  squaws,  and  about 
half  a  dozen  half-breed  families.  The  section  of  country 
marked  as  the  Yankton  Agency  and  Reservation  is  occupied 
by  the  Yankton  Sioux,  a  fine  body  of  Indians,  who  have  always 
been  peaceable  and  deserve  the  ca]*e  and  protection  of  the 
Government.  I  liave  part  of  a  company  of  cavalry  stationed 
at  this  agency.  AVith  the  exception  of  the  places  I  w^ill  here- 
after mention  there  are  no  settlers  or  settlements  in  this  vast 
Territory  of  Dakota,  nor  do  I  judge  there  is  much  likelihood 
of  there  being  any  for  many  years  to  come.  Oiie  family  living 
sixteen  miles  northeast  of  the  agency  at  the  mail  station, 
Avhere  I  have  a  small  l)ody  of  troops.  Bon  llomme  Island,  about 
twenty  miles  from  this  station,  is  a  settlement  of  about  twelve 
cr  fifteen  families.  Yankton,  the  capitol  of  Dakota,  is  the  next 
settlement,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  'Bon  Homme,  about 
fifty  houses,  is  on  the  ^^lissonri  River  als-o.  James  River  is 
about  six  miles  below  Yankton.  There  are  about  a  dozen,  may- 
be fifteen,  farms  on  the  banks.  I  have  stationed  a  company  of 
cavalry  on  this  river  and  ai)ove  the'  farms.  The  road  from 
Yankton  to  Vei-million  crosses  the  James  about  thr-ee  miles 
above  its  mouth,  is  pretty  Avell  settled,  is  about  twenty-two 
niiles  long,  and  has  abtuit  twenty  houses  on  it  or  in  sight  of  it. 
The  town  of  Yermillion  is  a  small  village  of  about  twenty 
families,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yermillion  River.  I  have  a  part 
of  a  company  stationed  here,  the  rest  of  the  company  occupy- 
i]ig  a  point  on  the  Bix  Sioux  River,  due  east  of  them. 

The  part  of  Dakota  south  of  a  line  numing  from  Yer- 
million  due  east  to  the  Big  Sioux  is  pretiy  thickly  settled,  being 
about  the  really  only  good  land  I  hav(^  s-<'en  in  the  Territory. 
I  have  now  mentioned  the  only  settlements  in  this  Territory. 
There  is  not  a  single  citizen  or  eivili/.ed  being  living  outside 
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Of  the  places  mentioned.  There  used  to  be  a  settlement  at  the 
Big  S.oux  Falls,  near  the  southwest  corner  of  Minnesota  but 
he  Indians  drove  them  all  out  in  1861.  I  therefore  propose 
for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  settlers,  to  establish  a  post  of 
one  comp^rny  at  Big  Sioux  Falls,  one  at  the  James  near  Fire 
^teel  Creek,  and  a  third  at  Crow  Creek  Agency,  of  one  eom- 
n!tT,ir,  '  n  "'f.'^f"-^'--"  ">«^e  three  posts  to  be  constantly 
Kandall,  pulhng  down  part  of  the  post  and  making  it  a  fort 

b'efwee     v'  J"!""'":  ""^  '■""P''"^'       '""'^'^y  '^^  ^he  road 

bet^^een  Yankton  Agency  and  Vermillion  would  be  all  the 
roops  requn-ed  u,  the  Territory,  provided  the  posts  estab- 
lished m  the  Indian  country  are  still  kept  up.  I  would  also 
propose  that  the  line  that  the  Indians  would  bo  required  not  to 
cross  should  be  a  Hue  from  Fort  Wadsworth  south  to  the 
Big  Sioux  tall.,  and  from  there  west  to  Crow  Creek 
48-Pt.  1-979.  ALF.   SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 

Cragnization  of  Troops  in  the  Military  Bivision  of  the  x^issoiiri 
Wiaj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 
February  28,  1865. 

Department  of  the  Northwest 

District  of  Iowa 

Brig.-Uen.  Alfred  Sully.  ' 
Crow  Creek,  Dak  Ter. 

p-ortti;:  iS'Ter  ""^ 

Fort'Sef  olk'T:;/  ^ol,  Samuel  M.  Pollock. 

1st  U.  S.   Volunteers   (six  companies).  Col.  Chas.  A  K 
Fort  Sully.  Dak.  Ter.  '  •  •    "  ' 

^-erm;;;i^:lk:,;:^Te;:  ^"'-•^ 

Dakota  Cavalry.  Con.pany  A,  Capt.  Xekou  Miner 
i  iiiiktuu  ALrejU'v.  J)<ik.  Ter.  *  " 
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Dakota  Cavalry,  Coiiipanv  B,  Capt.  William  Tripp. 
Yankton,  Dak.  Tor. 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry  (one  company).  Capt.  Lewis  R.  Wolfe. 
District  of  Minnesota 
Brig.-Gen.  Henry  II.  Sibley. 
Fort  AVadsworth,  Dak.  Ter. 

2d  Minnesota  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt.  Lewis  J.  Patch. 
2d  Minnesota  Cavalry.  Company  C.  Lient.  Thomas  Thomp- 
son. 

2d  Minnesota   Cavalry,  Company  D   (detachment),  Lieut. 

Lyman  B.  Smith. 
1st  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Company  F,  Lieut.  Albert  C.  Evans. 
Minnesota   Light   Artillery,   3d  Battery    (section),  Lieut. 

Horace  H.  Western. 
48-Pt.  1-1030. 


Headquarters  District  of  Iowa, 
Dubuque.  Iowa.  ]\larch  15,  1865. 
Assistant  Ad.jutcUit-General, 

Department  of  the  Northwest: 

Sir:  Ma.jor-General  Pope,  commandino-  Alilitary  Division 
of  the  ■Missouri,  has  directed  me  to  prepare  an  expedition,  to 
consist  of  twelve  companies  of  cavalry  aod  a  battery,  to  march 
early  this  year  across  the  Black  Hills  to  Powder  River.  I  shall 
require  180  nudes,  or  36  mule  teams,  more  than  I  have  got  in 
my  district,  most  of  my  transportation  being  oxen.  It  will  not 
do  to  use  oxen  with  mules  in  making  a  rapid  march  without 
grain.  I  slh'dl  t:>ke  all  the  mules  imd  horses  I  have  at  each 
[)Ost  and  replace  them  by  oxen,  but  will  still  require  then  thirty 
teams.  I  therefore  reciuest  to  know  if  these  teams  could  not 
be  lent  me  from  the  District  of  ]\linnesv>ta.  They  could  ac- 
company Brackett's  Battalion  from  ^Jinnesota  and  c-irry  forage 
for  his  horses.  The  grazing  will  be  bad  when  he  starts  on  his 
march  to  Sioux  City.  I  am  making  out  requisitions  for.  what 
may  be  required  on  the  march,  and  will  liave  to  include  these 
mules  should  I  not  be  able  to  procure  them  in  the  department. 
^iS-Pt.MlS8.  ALF.   SFLLY,   Brigadier-Genei al. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Iowa, 
Dubuque,  March  15,  1865. 

]\laj.-Geii.  J.  Pope, 

Comiuandinfr  Military  Division  of  the  ^Missouri. 
Genercil:  When  you  informed  me  you  intended  to  estab- 
lish a  post  in  the  Black  Hills  I  Avrote  to  an  officer  stationed  in 
the  upper  country  to  quietly  obtain  all  the  information  he 
could  about  that  country.  Althouo-h  you  have  abandoned  the 
idea  of  a  post  there.  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  his  report,  think- 
ing it  may  interest  you. 

ALF.  SULLY,  Brevt  :\Lnjor-General. 

(Inclosure) 

Fort  Sully,  Dak.  Ter.,  February  20,  1865. 
Brig.-Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa,  Dubucpie,  Iowa: 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  i-eceived  from  you  under, 
date  of  31st  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report:  The  country  from  old  Fort  Pierre  to  the  Cheyenne 
River  in  the  direction  of  the  Black  Hills  is  very  good  for  a 
wagon  road.  I  am  told  by  all  of  whom  I  have  enquired  (eight  or 
nine  in  number),  lialf-breeds  and  French  and  old  residents  of 
this  section  of  country,  and  all  of  whom  have  been  from  Fort 
Pierre  either  to  the  Black  Hills  or  within  a  few  miles  at  sev- 
eral ditferent  times,  and  most  of  them  have  wintered  at  or 
•within  a  short  distance  of  them.  These  nien  tell  me  that  the 
route  traced  in  red  (thus:  x-x-x-x)  on  the  map  you  send  me  is 
impa.ssable  for  wagons,  besides  being  longer  than  the  one 
called  the  Platte  or  Fort  Laramie  road,  as  I  have  nmrked  in 

green  pencil  (thus  —  — )  on  the  map.    The  road 

strikes  as  directly  ay  possible  for  the  forks  of  the  Cheyenne, 
not  coming  in  sight  of  the  river  till  within  twenty  or  thirty 
miles  of  the  junction  of  the  North  and  South  Forks,  passing 
down  on  the  river  bottom  about  twenty  miles  below  the  junc- 
tion, passing  up  tlie  l)ottom  about  ten  miles,  when  it  crosses; 
then  it  leads  up  to  the  north  side  and  crosses  back  on  south' 
side  of  the  North  F(U'k  a  mile  or  two  above  the  junction.  From 
here  it  i?*  tiiree  or  four  days'  march  to  Bear  Butte.  Eight  miles 
farther,  up  is  AVhit*^  Wood  Creek,  (wlnn-e  I  have  marked  in  red 
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pencil  tluLs:  o),  a  point  for  tl,e  location  of  a  post  which 
neighborhood  all  agree      aa.eh  tl>e  .nost  desirable,  being   1  ^ 
P  ace  of  great  resort  by  the  Indians  in  winter.    There  is  a  .rea 
a  un  .we  of  good  oak,  pine  and  ash  tin.ber  on  the  creL^and 
plentj  of  grass  on  the  ereek  and  river  bottotos.    This  creek 
fi>m.shes  a  great  abundance  of  never-failing  water  of  he 

2    T  ''"f-?r  ^'"'^  °f  n 

miles  f   t,  inexhaustible.    About  thirtv 

cation,  though  not  so  highly  spoken  of  as  the  otl,er.  This 

i  cTv^;"  '"^  -t-g  the  Black  Hills, 

M  valley  IS  ten  to  fifteen  n.iles  wide  and  furnishes  an  easv 
agon  route  for  fifty  nnlcs  or  n.ore  up  th.ir  interior.  Kunnini 

tl!  '  ^'^"-^  ^'-o"'  side,  about 

s  a  bo,;r      from  the  n,outh  of  the  valley.    This  latter  creek 

of  the  B  ack  lldls  .s  said  to  be  very  good;  seasons  reo-ula; 

Ganr  of  Tr,""  '""'^  f'--"e"t: 

fusion  '  "'"'""^^  ^^■■■^"^'■■^t  P™- 

Kecapitulation. 

Distances  as  reckoned   by  the  traders  and  okl  residents 


from — 

Jlile 
100 
150 


Fort  Pierre  to  Forks  of  Cheyenne   iqo 

Fort  Pierre  to  Bear  Creek   

Fort  Pierre  to  Bear  Butte  Creek  16.3 
Fort  Pierre  to  White  Wood  Creek  175 

Fort  Pierre  to  Ked  Water  Creek   [[[[[[  ofO 

Fron,  Fort  Pierre  to  erossing  of  the  Cheyenne  is-  a  verv 
good  wagon  route,  n.oderately  rolling  and  easy  campin.-  places' 
M-ell  supplied  with  wood  and  water.  From  here  to  Bear  Butte 
by  road  on  south  side  of  Xorth  Fork,  n,y  informant  sav  "it  is 
level  and  smooth  as  a  Hoor."'  There  is  a  road  crossing  the 
Cheyenne  m  the  vicinity  of  Cherry  Creek,  and  striking  the 
•North  fork  near  the  n.outh  of  Crow  Creek.  This  route  is 
about  one  days  .aareh  shorter.  l,„t  a  nuu-h  n.ore  billv  and 
cl.thcul,   road  than  tlu-  oth..-.     The  erossint^  of  the  Cheyenne 
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is  very  good,  the  water  ])eiiig  slinllow  and  the  bottom  rocky. 
All  the  other  streams  are  easily  crossed  also.  It  is  about  four 
miles  from  foot  of  Black  Hills  to  Bear  FUitte,  and  eight  or 
ten  miles  farther  to  the  river,  and  a  pretty  level  country  be- 
tween, with  a  natural  slope  toward  the  river.  There  are  sev- 
eral errors  as  to  the  relative  position  of  difl'erent  points-  and 
streams  on  the  map  you  send  me.  One  is  the  location  of  Plum 
Creek,  which  in  reality  empties  into  the  Cheyenne  only  a  mile 
or  two  below  the  mouth  of  Cherry  Creek.  Another  is  the 
position  of  Fort  Pierre,  which  is  i-epreseuted  as  being  half 
way  between  the  Little  ]^Iissouri  or  Bad  Piver  and  the 
moutli  of  the  I)i,u-  Clieyi'nne.  Avhen  in  fact  Port  Pierre  is  only 
five  miles  alxn-e  the  tormcr  i\nd  fifty  miles  below  the  latter. 

Earnestly  hoping  that  you  may  realize  from  this  report  all 
you  expected  of  me,  I  am,  general. 
48-Pt.  M1S8.  CAPTEP  BEPKELEY. 

Lieutenant.  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry. 


Ildqrs.  Dist.  oi  ^^linnesota.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest. 

Saint  Pnul,  :\Iinn.,  April  12,  1SG5. 

Maj.  C.  S.  Chariot, 

Asst.  Ad.it. -(Jen.  Ikbii-s.  l)e{)r.  of  the  Northwest, 
^lilwankee: 

]\rajor:  I  beg  leave  res[)ectfully  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt this  day  of  your  dispatch  of  7th  instant  referring  to 
Die  article  which  ;ip{)cared  in  the  I*ress  newspaper  in  this  city 
on  24th  ultimo.  Tliat  article  occasioned  no  less  sui'prise  to  my- 
self than  to  the  ma.ior-general  connnanding,  and  from  the  en- 
closed copy  of  a  dis{)atch  from "  thes-e  headquarters  to  ]\la,ior 
Pose,  commandinu'  Vovt  Wadswortli,  dated  25th  ultimo,  you 
v;ill  j)erceive  tliat  no  time  was  lost  in  directing  that  ot^cer  to 
make  a  full  report  of  all  the  facts  connected  Avith  tlie  alleg^t 
tions  made  ^vithout  unnecessary  delay,  I  know  of  my  own 
knowledge  that  Nonie  of  the  statements  put  forth  a.re  false,  and 
<is  ^la.jor  Rose,  commandinir  the  post,  is  one  of  tin?  vei'y  best 
and  most  conscientious  ofticei's  I  am  acquaintiMl  with,  and  for 
that  reasfui  selected  l)y  me  for  the  command  of  the  distant  and 
important  posi  of  AVads-wofth.  I  um  satisfied  that  any  abuses 
which    may    liavt^   escaped    his   observation   will   be  pronq-)tly 
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Be.ther  pams  „or  exertion,  and  I  flatter  nn-self  that    ,y  efttrtt 

E  d'  ;      :  I  "T'  '  immaculate, 

out  due  ca  e  is  taken  to  trust  no  one  with  the  cliaro-e  of  nnbli„ 

Sr  ro     "  '■''^''^'^'^^        "I  '-tf'^t  When 

?  r  ,  r  ''^^•'^  '-^^'-'^^d  .ue  a  com-  wil  be 

lortlnvith  Jispatelied  to  you. 

H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General  Conuuandin^ 

t.e  einplo,  or  pa.  of  the  c/o^i'  tt^^re  S  t^rjiLT 

lendezed    hemselves  to  the  nnlitary  authorities,  except  such  as 
are  speciaHy  designated  in  orders  from  these  h  adquax^ter  t1 
prohib,t.on  UK-ludes.  .Major  Brown,  special  a.eT       eil  a 
others  temporarily  eniploved  in  llie  e-in-icit,-   ,f  '  "'"/^ 
prefers,  etc  1    ■  lapacity  of  scouts,  inter- 

n.  II.  s. 

(Inclosure") 

.    Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minn,.  Dept.  of  the  Xorthwest 
-Maj.  R,  H.  Rose, 

Cominandintr  Fort  Wadswortlj   Dak  Ter  • 

.ariS^:;.eirrthr:H;:ta^;-r^^^ 

I  ts  tnii.  V  ,v  '^°-"'>^-'^  re,-t„isite  in  ordinary 
ca..es  to  notice  such  eftu.Mons  of  correspondents    the  cliar.'es 

of  ffa  a  F.r  AV  7  \  T"  "'"''''^^  achninistration 
01  attairs  at  lort  ANadsworth,  that  General  Siblev  requests  vn„ 
to  make  a  .special  report  on  the  .suh.iect,  enibi^aZ  1  "the 
ponns  noticed  in  the  connnunication  and  giving   •"'the  fa'ls 
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connected  tlierewith.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  you 
tliat  it  is  deemed  essential  by  (Jeneral  Sibley  to  the  purity  and 
reputation  of  the  service  that  the  most  stringent  construction 
shall  be  given  to  all  instructions  from  these  headquarters  which 
are  intended  to  regulate  intercourse  with  the  Indians  who  have 
surrendered  to  the  Government,  protect  them  from  improper 
treatment  from  every  '^uarter.  and  ])lace  them  under  salutary 
restraints  as  the  nature  of  the  case  demands.  In  the  report  you 
will  specify  the  number  of  scouts  actually  employed  in  accord- 
ance with  existing  orelers,  and  their  compensation,  etc. 
48-Pt,  2-85.  R.  C.  OLIX.  Assistant  Ad.jutant-General. 


nead(|uarters  District  of  Iowa, 
Dubuque,  April  15,  1865. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Poi)e, 

Comdg.  ^lilitary  Divi-ii)n  of  the  ^lissouri, 
Saint  Louis,  .Mo.: 

General:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  the  10th  I 
have  the  honor  to  reply:  I  have  made  arrangeinents  for  the 
establishment  onf-coinjiany  posts  at  Sioux  Falls  and  Fire 
Steel  Creek  l)y  making  reqiiisiiions  for  the  necessary  stores, 
and  only  await  their  arrival  to  commence  operations.  I  have 
also  maele  arrange-ments  for  a  company  to  be  stationed  at 
Crow  Creek  Agency,  which  is  near  the  mouth  of  Crow  Creek. 
Should  it  be  decintd  advisable  the  post  could  be  established 
farther  up  the  creek.  I  have  a  company  of  cavalry  stationed 
at  the  ditl'crcnt  posts  from  Spirit  Lake  to  Sioux  City.  I  pro- 
pose to  abandon  th''>c  posts.  They  will  not  be  needed  with  the 
new  arrangcnifMit  ot*  L'-arrisons.  In  regard  to  the  posts  at 
forks  of  X^'rmillion.  I  do  not  exactly  understand  the  locality 
you- mean  by  the  forks.  There  is  a  braiudi  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Vermillion.  1  have  already  a  post  there  of  one  company. 
A  small  detachment  there  would  be  amply  sufficient.  A  com- 
jjany  stationt-<l  on  the  i'(»ad  f)'()m  Yankton  Agency  to  Vermillion 
would  guard  Niitnri.'ni !y  all  that  road.  The  post  on  the  Nio- 
brara at  Ke\a  Paha  would  be  about  twenty  miles  from  Ean- 
dall.    It  could  be  luiiit  without  much  extra  expense,  as  a  part 

35 — 
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of  Fort  Kandall  could  be  used  in  the  constructiou.  I  have 
already  suggested  to  you  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  size  of 
Fort  Randall.  It  is  unnecessarily  large,  the  buildings  very 
much  scattered,  requiring  a  very  large  guard  to  protect  the 
stores  from  theft  and  fire.  I  ^vill  have  in  my  district  by  the 
1st  of  May  the  following  cavalry:  Twelve  companies  of  the 
Sixth  Iowa,  three  companies  of  the  Seventh  Iowa,  and  one 
company  of  Dakota  cavaliy,  and  four  companies  from  Minne- 
sota, twenty  companies  in  all.  Twelve  of  these  companies  are 
intended  for  the  expeditioii  to  the  Black  Hills.  Five  companies 
required  for  the  new  posts  will  leave  me  only  three  companies 
to  garrison  Fort  KaiiJall  and  the  post  near  P\)rt  Pierre.  This 
latter  post  I  consider  the  iiiost  important  post  in  the  district 
on  account  of  its  position  in  regard  to  the  Indians.  It  has  al- 
ways been  for  years  a  great  point  for  the  Sioux  Indians-  to 
congregate  at.  I  would,  therefore,  like  to  have  some  infantry 
to  garrison  these  posts.  If  it  could  possibly  be  arranged,  I 
would  prefer  the  four  com[)anies  of  the  First  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
now^  stationed  in  :\linnesotn,  on  account  of  keeping  regiments 
together  as  much  as  possible. 

4S-Pt.  2-105.  Al.F.  SULLY,  Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Militaiy  Division  of  the  :\nssouri. 

Saint  Louis.  April  17.  1865  —  4.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Curtis.  :Milwaukee  : 

Please  direct  General  Sully  to  have  one  company  of  cavalry 
in  readiness  cit  Sioux  City,  or  such  other  point  ms  may  be 
designated  to  act  as  escort  to  worldnir  party  on  wao-on  road  bv 
way  of  north  side  of  Black  Hills  to  Idaho  and  :\lontana.  The 
road  was  ai)propriated  foi*  l)y  Congress  at  its  last  session.  Com- 
pany should  be  ready  by  :\Iay  10. 

48-Pt.  2-115.       JXO.  POPE,  :\lajoi--Genpral,  Commandino-. 


Headquarters  ^Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 
Saint  Louis.  :\Io.,  April  20,  1865. 

Brig.-Gen.  Alfred  Sully, 

General:  I  am  directed  by  tlie  major' general  comnmndinir 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  15th  in- 
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staut  and  to  reply  as  follows:  The  locality  for  the  post 
forks  of  Vermillion  is  at  the  junction  of  Turkey  Kidge  Creek 
v.'ith  Vermillion  River.  ]\lap  of  Dakota  Territory,  ^I.  B. 
Smith  and  A.  J.  Hill,,  ISGl.)  The  four  companies  First  XT.  S. 
Volunteers  cannot  be  withdrawn  from  ^Minnesota,  but  an  e»iual 
amoimt  of  infantry  will  be  sent  you  for  the  purpose  iiameJ,  if 
necessary. 

48-Pt.  2-1-49.       T.  C.  11.  SMITH,   Brioadier-General  am' 

Inspector-General. 


•  Headquarters  District  of  Iowa, 

Dubu(iue.  Iowa,  April  '2'2.  1865. 
Adjutant-Oeneral  Military  Division  of  the  ^Missouri: 

Sir:  I  hereby  report  thai  the  troops  of  my  district  will  be 
ready  to  move  by  the  lOth  of  May,  l)ut  from  all  I  learn  may  be 
detained  a  few  days  lonuer,  owing  to  the  backwardness  of  the 
season — the  want  of  grass.  Teams  are  moving  ordnance  stores 
across  tlie  State  of  Itnva  and  meet  witli  great  difficulties,  owing 
to  the  wretched  state  of  the  road  :ind  high  water  in  the  streams. 
Jn  fact,  the  rond  is  i-cpoi-t ed  to  me  as  impassable.  The  indi- 
cations are  that  the  .Missouri  will  be  unusually  high  this  year, 
and  I  am  tokl  that  l)oats  that  have  akeady  ascended  the  river 
f;,bove  Sioux  City  ;tre  (irop{)ing  down  to  sonn^  safe  position  in 
anticipation  of  the  hcnvy  rush  of  ice  wlien  the  river  breaks 
loose.  This  may  cause  a  slight  detention  in  the  movements  of 
the  troops  from  Fort  Fieire.  owing  to  the  difhcidty  in  crossing 
the  river.  It  will  be  a  great  assistance  if  the  services  of  a 
steand)oat  can  ])e  procui-ed  to  cross  the  connnand.  Flat-boats 
on  the  Missouri  in  its  highest  stage  of  water  is  a  very  unsafe 
n^ode  of  crossing:  somt'tim*.^s  altogether  impracticable.  As  4 
understood  the  general  in  conversation,  he  intended  the  troop- 
to  mnrch  north  of  the  Black  Hills  to  the  Powder  River,  at  the 
t)oint  where  the  new  post  is  to  be  established.  This  point  will 
be  about  l'')(>  miles  from  Fort  liaramie.  It  will  be  of  great 
imp(U'tance  if  the  (•ommand  could  procure  rations  at  Laramie 
v.'hen  the  supplies;  they  take  with  them  should  give  out.  and 
I  think  it  would  be  well  to  nmke  sortie  such  provision.  The 
command  then  Avould  retiirn  l)y  a  road  south  of  the  Black 
Hills.    T  make  this  suggestion,  for  if  the  reports  received  from 
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liie  IiidiHiis  are  true  the  eoniiiiaiid  on  its  march  north  of  the 
Black  Hills  will  fall  in  with  the  hostile  Indians  driven  from  the 
Platte  country  and  will  have  to  pursue  them.  I  would  also 
take  the  liberty  to  state  that  the  furnishing  of  transportation 
to  the  escorts  of  road  parties  will  interfere  very  much  with  my 
arrang-ements.  I  did  not  contemplate  anythinc.  of  this  sort 
v.iien  I  was  providing  my  transportation  and  I  shall  be  oblio-ed 
to  hire  wagons  for  these  escorts.  I  have  only  wagons  and 
teams  enough  to  fit  out  tlu  expedition  and  supply  the  post. 
48-Pt.  2-162.  ALF.  SULLY.  Brigadier-General. 


April  26,  1865— Afiair  Near  Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter. 
Keport  of  Charles  A.  K.  Dimon,  First  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Headquarters  Post  Commandant. 
Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter.,  April  29.  1S6d. 
Since  my  last  communication  of  April  IS,  1863.  1  have 
learned  that  the  Lidians-  who  made  the  attack  and  killed  two 
of  my  men  were  Cheyennes  or  Platte  Piver  Indians.    On  the 
26th  instant  a  party  of  some  3(;()  Lidians  attacked  our  mounted 
infantry  wiio  were  herding  their  horses  about  a  mile  fr-nn  the 
post.     Tile  herders  numbered  some  seven  men  all  told.  Im- 
n)ediately  on  seeing  the  Lidinns  they  picketed  tlieir  horses  on 
a  hill  and  stood  ready  for  the  attack.    The  Lidians  made  sev- 
eral impetuous  charges;,  but  were  eacli  time  repulsed,  our  men 
using  their  riHes  at  long  ranire  and  pistols  when  at  close  quar- 
ters.   Their  loss  was  eight  killed  and  wounded,,  while  on  our 
side  the  casualties  were  but  one  man  wounded.  Private  AVatson 
Company  K.  First  V.  S.  A'olunteer  Infantry,  severely,  in  breast' 
Two  horses  and  two  mules-  ca^.tured.    Simultaneously  with  the 
above  a  party  of  Indians  attneked  our  loggers  in  the  woods, 
but  were  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  three  of  their  number.  To- 
Avard  ni.uht  a  party  appeared  ,.n  the  hills  in  sight  of  the  fort. 
A  few  shells  thrown  among  them  soon  made  tliem  disapper.r. 
As  soon  as  darkness  set  in  I  dispatched  two  companies  of  in- 
L-ntry  in  different  directions  to  act  ns  scouts,  in  order  to  try 
and  ambuscade  them,  and  after  stayin-  out  all  night  they  re- 
turned to  the  post   unsuceessful.     As  soon  as   Captain  :\rore- 
land's  company  of  envalry   ari-ives  fr.mi'  above  I   hope   to  be 
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able  to  assume  the  oileiisive.  I  cannot  speak  too  hiohly  in 
praise  of  that  small  hand  of  soldi(M's  who  so  signally  repulsed 
such  a  large  body  of  Indians.  They  vrere  within  sight  of  the 
post  while  the  several  charges  were  made,  and  directly  under 
my  own  eye.  They  appeared  cool,  calm  and  collected,  deter- 
mined not  to  give  an  inch  of  ground.  They  carried  out  ini- 
plicity  my  (/rders  and  instructions  to  them  in  regard  to  Indian 
fighting.  Judging  from  their  l)oklness  I  am  led  to  believe  that 
a  large  body  of  Indians  are  encamped  near  this  post.  I  think 
they  have  learned  a  Itssion,  for  since  the  26th  instant  only  a 
few  Indians  have  been  >.een,  at  long  distances  and  away  from 
reach  of  my  guns.  C'apl.  X.  B.  Greer,  commanding  Post  Fort 
Union,  arrived  at  this  post  on  the  23rd  instant  on  leave  of 
absence,  based  on  surgeon's  certificate  of  scurvy.  He  reports 
all  quiet  above. 

48-Pt.  1-208.       C.  A.  R.  DLMOX,  Colonel  First  U.  S.  Volun- 
teer Infantry;  Connnanding  Post. 
i\Ia.j.  DeAVitt  C.  Cram, 

Acting  Assistant  Ad.jutant-General,  District  of  Iowa. 


]Iead(|uarters  Department  of  the  ^Missouri. 
Saint  Louis,  April  27,  1865—3  p.  m. 

^Fajor-General  Popt  : 

Is  not  the  Powdvr  River  General  Sully's  objective  point  in 
his  campaign.'    About  wliat  time  will  he  move.' 
48-Pt.  2-228.  G.        DODGE,  Major-General. 


lleadipiartei's  Military  Division  of  the  ^Missouri, 
Saint  Louis,  April  27,  1865. 

General  Dodu-t  : 

Sidly  will  mala-  a  campaign  against  the  Indians  northwest 
of  Black  Hills,  arid  will  establish  a  post  on  Powder  River.  He 
thinks  the  post  will  be  150  miles  north  of  Laramie.  lie  will 
leave  Sioux  City  about  Muy  12. 

48-Pt.  2-224.  JXO.  POPE,  Major-General. 
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Headquarters  .Military  Division  of  the  :Missoiiri, 
Saint  Lonis,  April  28,  1865—12  m. 
Brigadier-General  Connor,  Denver: 

Your  letter  of  April  U  to  General  Dodge  has  been  laid  be- 
fore me.  General  Sully,  with  1,200  cavalry  and  some  light 
guns,  will  march  from  Fort  Pierre  about  :May  15,  by  way'^of 
north  of  Black  Hills,  to  a  point  on  Powder  River  150  or  200 
miles  north  of  Laramie.  At  that  point  a  large  post  will  be 
established  to  be  supplied  probably  from  Laramie.  His  ob- 
ject is  to  fight  the  hostile  Sioux  or  other  Indians  of  that  region 
and  establish  this  post.  It  is  desired  that  you  co-operate  with 
him  as  far  as  possible,  and  keep  yourself  advised  of  his  move- 
ments by  scouts  and  runners  so  that  your  expeditions  may  co- 
operate. It  is  hoped  that  your  combined  movements  into  that 
region  this  summer  may  bring  about  conclusive  results.  It  is 
not,  however,  intended  to  hhid  you  to  any  restraint  on  ac- 
count of  Sully's  expedition.  You  need  only  depend  and  act  in 
conjunction  with  it  as  you  may  deem  judicious.  Sully  is  ad- 
vised on  this  subject. 

48-Pt.  2-237.       JXO.  PQPE,  Ma jor-General,  Commandino-. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
Saint  Louis,  Api-il  28,  1865. 

Brig.-Gen.  P.  E.  Connor, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Phiins' 
Denver,  Colo.  Ter. : 

General:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  date 
14th  instant.  I  think  it  is  impoi'lant  you  should  move  pretty 
soon,  for  following  reasons.  General  Sully,  with  1,200  mounted 
men,  moves  early  in  May.  He  will  make  his  objective  point 
se^me  place  on  Powder  Piver  and  it  is  agreed  that  your  move- 
n:ents  shall  be  in  concert.  General  Sully's  movement  will  be 
northwest  of  Black  Hills.  He  will  establish  a  post  on  Powder 
River  about  150  miles  from  Laramie  and  will  leave  Sioux  City 
about  :\Iay  12.  You  are  the  best  judge  how  vour  move  shall 
be  made  to  make  it  successful.  Your  idea  of  finding  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Indians  is  good.  I  supposed  that  was  known  and 
think  you  should  go  straight  at  tlu-ir  villages,  especially  should 
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they  endeavor  to  annoy  you  with  small  armed  parties.  I  shall 
soon  forward  you  ei«rht  companies.'  of  Fifth  Regiment  U.  S. 
Yolimteers,  which  will  add  to  your  strength.  The  officers  left 
in  charge  of  the  Overhmd  Route  should  have  instructions  ta 
concentrated  the  cavalry  left  behind  in  case  the  Indians  should 
get  in  the  rear  aud  come  back  on  the  Overland  Route. 

AYhat  is  your  idea  of  the  length  of  time  you  will  have  ta 
be  absent?  I  telegraphed  you  to  give  protection  to  the  party 
of  Pacific  Railroad  Engineers  under  Mr.  Evans.  Should  they 
want  supplies  or  any  aid,  give  such  instructions  that  they  can 
receive  them.  AVe  have  labored  under  great  difficulty  in  not 
being  informeel  in  advance  in  relation  to  what  was  wanted, 
what  supplies,  etc.  If  you  will  see  that  we  get  proper  notice 
I  will  see  that  you  are  fully  supplied.  It  takes  time  to  get 
these  supplies  to  the  depots.  Also  inform  the  quartermaster 
and  the  commissary  at  Leavenworth  of  the  depots  established 
or  decided  upon  by  you.  AYe  shall.  Iiave  to  supply  General 
Sully's  command  from  Fort  Laramie,  but  I  shall  have  the 
estimate  and  will  see  that  they  go  forward  from  here.  ,  Write 
me  fully  your  phm  of  campaign. 
48-Pt.  2-237.  G.  M.  DODGE.  :Major-General, 


Abstract  from  Return  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 
For  the  Month  of  April,  1865. 
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Organization  of  Troops  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  Comm?nding^ 
April  SO,  1865. 

Department  of  the  Northwest 

Maj,-Gen.  Samuel  11.  Curtis. 

District  of  Iowa 

Brig.-Geu.  .llfred  Sullv. 
Crow  Creek,  Dak.  Ter. 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry  (one  company),  Capt.  Scott  Shattuck 
Fort  Randall  Dak.  Ter. 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry  (six  companu^s).  Capt.  Lucien  L.  Ains- 
worth. 
Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter. 

1st  U.^  S.  Volunteers  (six  companies).  Col.  Charles  A.  R. 
Dim  on. 
Fort  Sully,  Dak.  Ter. 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry (  three  companies).  Maj.  Albert  E  House 
Vermillion,  Dak.  Ter. 

Dakota  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Capt.  Nelson  :\liner 
Yankton  Agency,  Dak.  Tei-. 

Dakota  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt.  AVilliam  Tripp 
Yankton,  Dak.  Ter. 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry  (one  company),  Lieut.  Benjamin  King. 
District  of  Minnesota 
Brig.-Gen.  Henry  H.  Sibley. 
Third  Sub-division  of  Minnesota 

Lieut.-Col.  C.  Powell  Adams. 
Fort  Wadsworth.  Dak.  Ter. 

2d  .Alinnesota  Cavalry,  Company  B.  Capt.  Lewis  J.  Patch. 
2d  :^linnesota  Cavalry,  Company  C.  Capt.  Aaron  S.  Everest.' 
^  2d  .Mhmesota   Cavalry,   Company   [)   (detachment),  Lieut. 
Lyman  B.  Smith. 
1st  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Company  F,  Liait.  George  E  Handy 
Minnesota    Light   Artillery,    :^d    P>attery    (section),  Lieut 
Horace  H.  AVestern. 
48-Pt.  2-262 
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Headquarters  Militar\-  Division  of  the  :\Iissouri, 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  'Mny  2,  1865. 

Maj.-Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Xor.thwest, 
^Milwaukee,  AVis. : 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding 
this  military  division  to  inclose  you  copies  of  communications 
to  Bvt.  Maj.-Gen.  Alfred  Sully,  relative  to  the  establishment 
of  military  posts  along  the  border  of  Iowa  and  Dakota  settle- 
ments. These  posts  will  be  kept  up  until  further  orders,  and  at 
least  throughout  this  year. 

48-Pt.  2-297.      .JOS.  Mi-L\  BELL,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Iowa, 
Dubuque,  :\lay  4,  1865. 
Major-General  Pope,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

General:  An  officer  just  arrived  from  the  upper  country 
tells  me  that  a  lieuterxant  and  a  few  men  on  their  way  down 
from  Fort  Berthold  to  Fort  Rice  were  met  by  a  party  of  San- 
tees,  Avho  took  from  them  their  horses,  arms  and  rations,  and 
compelled  them  to  foot  it  to  Rice.  I  do  not  believe  anything 
can  be  done  with  these  .Minnesota  scamps  except  to  exterminate 
them.  ^  He  also  reports  no  grass  in  the  country,  the  cold  rains 
and  snoAvs  keepinir  it  back.  I  have  also  heard  from  :\rajor 
Brackett's  battalion.  On  the  22d  of  April  they  were  at  f^air- 
mont,  :\Iinu.  In  a  terrible  snow-storm  some  few  of  their 
aninutls  had  died.  They  must  be  in  Sioux  City  by  this  t'uuo. 
and  if  their  loss  is  not  heavy  it  can  be  remedied.  I  write  you 
this  to  show  you  that  we  cannot  move  by  several  days  .is 
early  as  you  expected,  but  I  am  most  anxious  to  get  up  into 
the  c(»untry  hv[\>i\^  the  Cheyennes  can  get  their  horses  in  ordi  r 
to  get  in  my  way. 

48-Pt.   2-:H7.  ALF.   SULLY.   Brigadier-Generai.  • 
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War  Department, 
Washingtou,  May  8,  1865—10:40  a.  in. 

(Received  9th) 

:\lajor-Geueral  Ilalleck, 
RiehmoncI  : 

Have  you  received  lately  any  letter  from  General  Pope  in 
relation  to  a  Sioux  Indian  Settlement?  It  is  supposed  by  some 
who  have  interested  themselves  on  the  subject  that  Genercil 
Pope  misimderstauds  the  matter  and  that  you  can  set  him 
right,  if  you  have  received  a  letter  froin  him. 
48-Pt.  2-347.       EDWIN  M.  STAXTOX,  Secretary  of  War. 


Washing-ton,  D.  C,  May  8,  1865. 

General  Pope : 

Please  report  immediately  your -objections  to  friendly  Sioux 
Indians  being  located  at  Red  Wing.* 

48-Pt.  2-347.  U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant-General. 


Headquarters  Militaiy  Division  of  the  Missouri, 
Saint  Louis,  :\lo.,  May  8,  1865. 

Hon.  Newton  Edmunds, 

Governor  of  Dakota  Territory  and  Ex-Officio  Super- 
intendent of  Indian  Atl'airs.  Yankton,  Dak.  Ter. : 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo  to  Brevet  :\lajor- 
General  Sully  has  been  laid  before  me.  In  reply  thereto  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  there  are  no  Sioux  Indians  in 
Dakota  Territory  with  whom  it  is  judicious  to  make  such 
treaties  of  peace  as  you  propose.  The  hostile  Sioux  still  in 
arms  against  the  Government  are  public  enemies  who  are  not 
entitled  to  any  consideration  until  they  themselves  express  a 
desire  to  cease  hostilities.  They  are  in  a  state  of  war  and  are 
therefore  under  the  proper  jurisdi('tion  of  the  military  author- 
ities and  not  of  the  civil  officers  of  the  Indian  Department. 
There  certainly  can  be  no  good  reason  for  rewarding  such  In- 
dians for  the  massacres  and  outrages  they  have  committed  by 
giving  them  presents  of  goods,  money,  etc..  and  thus  encourag- 
ing them  to  further  hostilities  every  time  they  need  more  sup- 


•  This  should  bo  Redwood. 
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plies.    However  the  policy  of  such  tre^ities  as  have  been  made 
by  the  Indian  Department  may  be  viewed  and  acted  npon  at 
AYasIiinjrton  in  relation  to  other  Indian  tribes,  it  is-  (certainly) 
that  the  hostile  Sioux  in  Dakota  are  imt  now  in  snch  a  condi- 
lion  of  mind  as  would  justify  the  maidno-  of  a  treaty  snch  as 
you  suggest  with  them.    Being  in  a  sti^Ae  of  war  they  must  be 
dealt  with  by  the  military  authorities,  and  I  regret,  therefore, 
to  inform  you  that  for  the  preesnt  I  do  not  feel  authorized  ta 
a'jsist  or  permit  any  arrangements  for  a  treaty  w^ith  them. 
AVhenever  they  clioose  to  have  peace  instead  of  war  the  com- 
manding officers  on  the  frontier  are  instructed  as  to  the  terms 
which  do  not  involve  the  giving  of  presents  or  making  of 
treaties,  nor  any  expenditure  whatever  of  public  money.  Those 
Indians  lately  hostile  who  have  already  come  into  the  military 
t)Osts  and  begged  for  peace  are  prisoners  of  war  to  the  United 
States  and  are  under  control  of  the  nulitary  authorities.  AVith 
such  prisoners-  of  war  1  do  not  understand  that  the  Indian  De- 
jiartment  has  anytliing     to  do.     The  Indians  who  have  de- 
livered themselves  up  at  tlie  military  posts  or  who  have  sent  in 
to  ask  for  peace  have  l)een  met  kindly  and  informed  that  there 
will  be  peace  with  them  as  long  as  they  keep  the  peace;  that 
any  hostile  acts  on  tluir  part  toward  any  white  man  or  friendly 
Indian  will  be  visited  by  immediate  hostilities  against  their 
tribe  by  the  troops  from  all  the  military  posts  in  their  coun- 
try.   This  arrangement  the  Indian  thoroughly  understand  and 
it  furnishes  them  much  stronger  inducements  to  keep  the  peace 
than  can  be  otVei'cd  by  })resents  of  goods  and  money  annuities. 
Such  is  my  belief  and  understanding  of  these  matters,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  Sioux  Indians  in  Dakota  Territory,  and  I  regret 
that  I  feel  obliged  to  decline  acceding  to  the  arrangements 
for  making  a  treaty  witji  them,  set  forth  in  your  letter,  unless 
I  am  otherwise  ordered  by  sui^ei'ior  military  authority. 
48-Pt.  2-357.       dXO.  POPE,  ^lajor-General,  Connnanding. 
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Headquarters  Departnieiit  of  the  Xortlnvest. 

:\lihvaukee,  May  8,  1865. 

Capt.  Jos.  McC.  Bell 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Saint  Louis,.  ^^lo. : 
Captain:  The  points  suooested  by  General  Pope,  for  a  line 
of  forts  along-  the  northern  boi'der  of  Iowa  and  Dakota,  April 
10,  1865,  does-  not  connect  with  the  :\linnesota  line,  and  I  shall 
direct  General  Sully  to  modify  his  positions  accordinoly,  re- 
porting for  the  oenerars  approval.  AVe  must  have  a  line  from 
the  settlement  on  Niobrara  to  Spirit  Lake.  The  massacre  in 
Blue  Earth  county,  :\linn.,  and  the  news  of  other  hostile  Sioux 
movements  induce  me  to  make  a  hasty  visit  to  Saint  Paul  to 
confer  with  General  Sibley.  General  Sully  is  here  urging  his 
proposed  expedition  to  the  Black  Hills,  but  I  desire  that  his 
attention  may  be  given  first  to  these  movements  of  the  Sioux, 
which  extend  to  my  district  on  the  frontiers  of  Iowa  and  :\Iin- 
nesota.  I  transmit  a  letter  from  General  Sibley  relating  to  the 
affairs  at  Blue  Earth  River  for  the  general's  information. 
Vigorous  etfoi'ts  Avill  be  made  to  avoid  the  Indian  forays  which 
are  named. 

48-Pt.  2-358.  S.  R.  CURTIS.  :\rajor-General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

May  8,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Sibley, 
Saint  Paul : 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  :\[r.  Hinman,  missionary, 
in  regard  to  settling  cei'tain  Sioux  Indians  on  their  old  hinds. 
Ii  the  governor  and  people  of  :\linnesota  desire  these  Indians 
again  to  be  located  in  contact  with  their  frontier  settlements 
and  will  themselves  be  responsi])h:  for  the  results,  I  will  inter- 
pose no  further  objections,  thougli  in  my  judgment  it  will  not 
be  wise  to  aUow  any  Indian  settlements  inside  the  line  of  posts. 
Tlie  assent  or  request  of  the  governor  must  lie  made  in  writing. 
Answer. 

48-Pt.  2-:^59.  JXO.  POPE,  Major-(  ieneral. 
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Saint  Paul  May  S,  1S65. 
(Received  2:30  p.  m.  9th.) 

Major-General  Pope: 

General:  Your  dispatch  is  received.  Governor  :\Hller  is 
absent.  I  do  not  believe  the  people  will  consent  to  have  In- 
dians so  near  the  frontier.  Something  should,  however,  be 
done  for  those  who  have  remained  faithfid.  Formidable  raids 
occurred  near  ]\lankato.  Troops  are  pursuing  the  savages. 
48-Pt.   2-359  H.  H.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters  :\lilitary  Division  of  the  ]\Iissouri, 
Saint  Louis,  ]\lay  9.  18G5. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant: 
General-in-Chief : 
Your  telegram  concerning  location  of  friendly   Sioux  at 
Ked  AVing*  received  and  fully  answered  by  mail  today. 
48-Pt.  2-366.  JXO.  POPP],  Major-General. 


lleadquarterN  .Military  Division  of  the  IVlissouri, 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  ^May  9,  1865. 

Lieut.-Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

General-in-Ciiief,  U.  S.  Army: 
General.  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this 
morning  of  your  telegram  of  yesterday's  date,  asking  me  to 
state  my  objections  to  friendly  Sioux  being  located  at  Red 
AVing.*-  The  dreadfid  massaci-es  of  1862  and  the  continued  hos- 
tility of  the  great  mass  of  the  Sioux  bands  have  so  exasperated 
the  people  of  ^linnesota  that  I  do  not  believe  that  the  life  of 
any  Indian  would  be  safe  from  the  frontier  settlers  if  he  came 
within  their  reach.  The  attempt  to  bring  back  to  their  reser- 
vations and  settle  immediately  in  contact  Avith  the  frontier 
settlements  of  Minnesota  any  Sioux  Indians,  whatever  wotdd,  I 
am  certain,  create  the  profoundest  anxiety  and  alarm,  and 
wouUl  ctrtaiidy  lead  1o  hostile  aets  against  the  Indians,  which, 
being  resented  and  revenged,  wovdd  very  soon  plunge  us  again 
into  an  Indian  war,  if,  indeed,  such  a  war  were  not  again  pre- 


♦  Ked  wood  i-s  intended 
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ceded  by  extensive  massacres.    It  is  impossible  for  Indians  and 
white  men  to  live  in  contact  on  the  frontier  without  constant 
dang-er  of  hostilities.    Surely  the  history  of  our  Indian  affairs 
for  the  last  twenty-five  years  has  made  this  fact  very  plain. 
The  massacres  of  1862  and  tlie  war  with  the  Indians  since  have 
involved  nearly  the  entire  Sioux  Nation.    By  these  acts  thev 
have  themselves  voluntarily  forfeited  all  claims  under  former 
treaties,  and  we  have  it  now  in  our  power  to  manage  matters  so 
.  that  there  will  be  comparatively  little  danger  of  such  massacres 
as  have  hitherto  marked  our  Indian  relations.    I  have  estab- 
lished a  line  of  military  posts  (^small  posts  mostly)  beo-innino- 
at  Fort  Abercrombie  on  the  east  and  exteiidino-  entirelv  ^around 
the  frontier  settlements  of  .Miimesota  to  Spirit  Lake  and  thence 
across  the  :\lissouri  Kiver  at  Fort  Pierre.     This  line  of  posts 
is  far  outside   of  the  extreme  frontier   settlements-.     I  have 
invited  all  friendly  Sioux  to  locate  in  the  vicinity  of  these 
posts,  to  occupy  as  mucli  hind  as  tliey  please,  and  have  fur- 
uished  them  with  the  means  to  put  in  crops.    No  white  man, 
except  religious  instructors  oi-  military  ofticers  is  permitted  to 
go  among  them.     AH  persons  duly  authorized  to  trade  Avith 
them  are  ivquired  to  Joeate  their  tradin-  lionses  at  one  of  the 
military  posts  and   be  su{)ei-vist:d   by  military  authorities  in 
their  trading  transactions.    A  Avide  reach  of  countiy  is  placed 
between  these  Indians  and  the'  frontier  settlements  and  they 
are  placed  in  that  relation  to  the  military  forces  which  insures 
them  protection  both  auahist  white  and  red  rascals  or  enemies. 
I  hope  gradually  thus  to  assejiible  most  of  the  bands  of  hostile 
Sioux  along  this  chain  of  posts,  securing  them  land  in  the 
neighborhood  to  cultivate  and  the  wide  ^prairies  beyond  for 
hunting  grounds.    Thus  kept  separate  from  white  men  and  ex- 
pecting nothing  from  the  Oeneral  Government  as  the  price  of 
peaceful  conduct  except  kind  treatment.  I  hope  to  keep  them 
in  peace  both  with  whiter  and  Indians.    I  transmit  inclosed  my 
orders  on  this  subject,  and  would  also  invite  your  attention 
to  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  concerning  the  whole" 
subject  of  our  Indian  affairs,  i)ul)lished  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
Gazette  of  April  26,  1864.    Your  own  experience  on  the  frontier 
will.  I  am  sure,  fully  eonfirni  all  that  is  thereiii  stated.    A  set- 
tlement of  tjie  Sioux  Indians  where  it  is  proposed  bv  the  Kev. 
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Mr    Hinman,  missionary,  again  makes  a   nucleus  in  the  n  ,- 
niediate  vieinitv  of  the  frontier  settlements  for  the  reassembhng 
of  nearly  the  "entire  SiouK  trihes  and  the  recomn.encement  of 
q  .arrels   biekerinus.  stealing,  and  outrage  ^^;-Vr  tlnf  y 
lead  to  another  Indian  outbreak.    It  is  my  firm  belief  that  by 
permitting  this  settlement  to  he  made  at  Red  Wing  we  ai. 
sLplv  laving  the  foundatioii  of  another  Indian  massacre,  if 
indeed  the  Indians  then.selves  he  not  massacred  m  advance  of 
the  whites.    It  is  n.y  purpose  to  keep  the  two  races  separat^ 
by  a  line  of  soldiers  and  by  l,road  extents  of  country.    In  this 
1.  I  hope  to  secure  peace.    The  scheme  of  Rev.  Ml^  Hmman, 
if  "carried  out.  destroys,  in  ,ny  opinion,  all  hope  of  securing 
the  satisfactory  result  now  within  our  reach.    I  wrote  to  Gen- 
eral Siblev  some  days  since,  infonning  him  that  although  my 
obiections"  t.v  Mr.  llinman's  pro.ject  were  not  in  any  manner 
.aodified.  ve,  it  the  Governor  and  people  of  Minnesota  desired 
or  would  consent  to  such  a  settlement  as  is  suggested  would 
reconsider  tlu.  nuU.er.    I  an,  sure  you  will  find  the  strong^s 
opposition  to  this  sclunne  aln.ost  universally  nunnfes  ed  by  the 
people  of  Minnesota.  an,l  this  ..pposition  itself  would  he  suf- 
ficient to  .,rin.  it  to  naught.    Both  for  the  sake  of  the  Indian 
and  for  the  l>est  interests  ..f  the  Government.  I  recommend 
that  no  such  schenu^  be  put  into  execution  and  no  orders  g.ven 
requirin.  .ue  to  change  ,u-  greatly  modify  a  policy  which  has 
alreadv  led  to  .ood  results  and  which  depends  upon  its  per- 
mancv'  for  anv  success  at  all.    I  send  inclosed  a  prnited  letter 
on  this  s.ul,.je;t  fr.nn  lion.  J.  R.  Brown,  of  Minnesota.    He  has 
lived  in  that  region  of  country  for  forty  years.  n,ost  of  the 
li„„  «,„ongst  m.lians.  and  is  the  best  authority  on  the  sub.iect 
tliat  I  know  of. 

48-Pt.  2-360.       JXO.  POPK,  ^[ajor-General  Coiiiniaudin<:'. 

Richmond,  Va.,  Mdy  10,  1SG5. 

(Keetived  9:45  a.  m.) 
IToii  E.        Stanton.  Washington:  ^         i  o  , 

I  Inve  not  latolv  anv  (^onnnnmcatioii  from  (.eneral  t  opt 
re^^anl  to  the  Sionx  Indians.     All  eouunnnieations  on  that 
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subject  are  eitlier  in  General  ITardie's  hands  or  on  file  in  my 
former  office,  under  ]\Iajor  Scott. 

48-Pt.  2-3S3.  W.  II.  IIALLECK,  .Alajor-General. 


Headquarters  ^Military  Division  of  the  :\Iissouri, 

May  10,  1865. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

^lilwaukee.  Wis. : 

The  line  of  posts  along  the  frontier  settlements  of  Dakota 
arid  Iowa  were  located  by  my  order,  and  I  do  not  wish  their 
location  changed.  If  another  or  tAvo  is  needed  to  connect  them 
witli  the  ^Minnesota  line  of  posts  j)lease  have  them  established, 
but  without  changing  those  already  ordered  to  be  established 
by  General  Sully.  Sully  ought  not  to  be  detained  a  moment 
lojiger  than  is  necessary. 

48-Pt.  2-391.  JNO.  POPE,  ^lajor-General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 
Saint  Louis,  :\lo.,  :\ray  10,  1865. 

Hon.  Newton  Ednuinds, 

Governor  of  Dakota  and  Ex-Officio  Supt.  of  Indian  affairs: 
Governor:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo  to  Brevet  Major- 
General  Sully  has  been  laid  before  me.  I  regret  very  much  that 
I  am  not  able  to  agree  with  you  as  to  the  wisdom  of  making 
any  treaty  for  the  present  with  the  hostile  Sioux  of  the  Upper 
Missouri.  These  Indians  are  still  in  arms  against  the  United 
States,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  bands  of  the  same  tribe 
along  the  Platte  they  have  committed  and  are  still  committing 
depredations-  and  murders.  (Jeneral  Connor,  from  Colorado, 
and  General  Sully,  from  the  Upper  .Missouri,  are  about  to  move 
with  a  cavalry  force  into  the  Indian  country  north  and  west  of 
the  Black  Hills,  and  until  this  summer's  operations  are  over  it 
v/ill  not  be  judicious  to  attempt  to  make  any  treaty  with  tlie 
Sioux  bands.  I  need  not  remind  you,  though  I  do  so  with  all 
respect,  that  when  Lidians  are  in  open  hostilify  they  must  be 
dealt  with  by  the  military  authorities.  '  AVhen  they  signify  a 
desire  for  peace  it  will  be  time  enonii-h  for  the  Indian  Depart- 
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incut  to  ciL't.    1  am  coiistraiiiLvl,  tliertlure,  to  iiifonii  you  that 
no  treaties  with  these  Indians  are  at  i)resent  admissible. 
48-Pt.  2-392.         JXO.  POPE,  Major-General,  Conunanding. 


Headquarters  Dej^artment  of  the  Northwest, 
-  ^       .       :  ■  .  Saint  i'aul,  May  11,  1865. 

Capt.  Joseph  McC.  Bell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-(ieneral,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Captain:  Before'  leaving'  ]^Iihvaukee  I  had  the  honor  to 
write  you  for  the  information  of  the  commander  of  the  division, 
that  I  designed  to  iiiake  sojue  personni  inquiry  in  relation  to 
actual  and  threatened  hostilities  of  the  Indians  in  Minnesota. 
1  have  had  full  statements  from  General  Sibley,  and  also  seen 
Colonel  Smith,  who  re.vides  at  or  near  ;Mankato  and  commands 
the  militia,  hi  that  .region.  The  band  of  Indians  that  com- 
mitted the  murdfi's  in  that  neighborhood  were  from  the  great 
hive  of  hostile  Sioux  that  are  located  near  Devil's  Lake.  A 
half-breed  deserter  (Carpenter)  was  taken  with  the  clothes 
and  nuniey  belonging  to  Jewett,  the  head  of  the  murdered 
family,  lie  made  tlie  stateuK'nt  to  Colonel  Smith  and  others. 
The  party  consisted  of  sixteon  Indians.  Nine  similar  parties 
had  started  out.  and  moi-e  would  follow  when  the  grass  is 
better.  Horse  stealing  and  revenge  are  the  purposes  to  be  ac- 
complished, nis  party  was  un  foot,  and  hid  in  the  thick  un- 
derbrush of  the  region  of  the  t)ig  tind)ers.  Our  troops  have 
had  sevcj-al  skirmishes  with  this  little  ])and,  but  the  broken 
ground  and  thick  inuh  rbrush  have  aided  the  Indians  in  so  far 
escaping  our  soldiers.  Li  view  of  Carpenter's  statements  and 
the  c(n'roi)orating  intelligence  from  various  other  sources,  the 
state  authorities  are  oru'^mizing  mditia  and  already  have  some 
200  on  dnty  in  the  vicinity.  This  litth.^  band  at  this  early 
season  of  the  year  is  regarded  as  a  commencement  of  trouble, 
and  the  peopU^  of  the  state  are  niuch  excited.  Our  troops  are 
well  treated,  and  will  do  all  they  ean  to  confront  the  supposed 
danger  and  aUay  needb.ss  apprehension.  1>iit  i\  movement  must 
be  made  ui)on  Devil's  Lake,  the  center  of  tluur  villany.  In 
your  letter  of  Felu'uary  1  last  past  you  seem  to  have  con- 
st)— 
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templated  this  and  designated  a  force  which  you  deemed  suf- 
ficient. Your  subsequent  design  to  send  an  expedition  west 
from  General  Sully's  connnand,  and  your  subsecjuent  with- 
drawal of  Brackett's  cavaliy  from  this  district,  show  that  you 
must  have  overlooked  the  matter  of  General  Sibley's  expedi- 
tion to  Devil's  Lake,  as  we  have  not  a  force  remaining  which 
can  be  made  available  for  the  purpose.  The  hostile  Indians  at 
Devil's  Lake  can  therefore  be  attacked  best  by  sending  a  force 
from  General  Sully's  command  and  it  seems  to  me  necessary  to 
do  this.  I  would  make  some  co-operating  move  from  this  dis- 
trict, but  the  main  force  must  be  obtained  from  the  other 
district.  The  settlements  nuist  be  protected  as  our  first  duty. 
If  my  views  are  approved  I  would  immediately  forward  trans- 
portation to  Sioux  Gity,  so  as  to  hurry  up  troops  to  Fort  Rice 
or  Berthold,  as  may  seem  best,  according  to  the  conditions  of 
river  navigation.  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  change  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  general's  move  to  the  Black  Hills  by  General 
Snlly  without  his  approval,  but  feel  it  my  duty  to  take  the 
force  designed  for  that  move,  or  ask  for  immediate  re-enforce- 
n.ient  of  cavalry  for  General  Sibley's  district,  to  o]ierate  on 
the  base  of  the  savages  at  Devil's  Lake.  About  500  would  do, 
1,000  would  be  better  as-  a  moving  force  in  that  region.  The 
troops  distributed  in  this  district  are  barely  enough  to  garrison 
the  forts  and  pursue  the  hostile  bands  now  threatening  settle- 
ments of  General  Sibley's  command.  The  river  is  (piite  low 
above  LaGrosse,  but  cavalry  could  be  sent  here  very  speedily, 
and  I  would  ])e  glad  to  carry  out  ijoth  proposed  plans  of  Gen- 
eral Pope,  viz.,  to  send  expeditions  north  of  Devil's  Lake  and 
west  to  the  Black  Hills,  Imt  to  do  this  we  would  have  to  have 
more  cavalry.  I  desire  the  general's  early  response  to  these 
suggestions.  I  will  start  back  to  ^Milwaukee  tomorrow  evening, 
where  I  shall  hope  to  receive  early  intelligence  from  you. 
48-Pt.  2-412.  S.  R.  CLRTIS. 
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Chicag-o,  III.,  :\[ay  11,  1865. 

'  .  (Received  2:30  p.  m.) 
Captain  Bell, 

xVssistaiit  Adjutant-General :  . 

I  have  received  no  orders.    The  sooner  I  go  to  Sioux  Cily 
the  better.    Telegraph  me  here.  SULLY, 
48-Pt.  2-414.  General. 


Headquarters  :\lilitary  Division  of  the  :\lissonri, 

:May  12.  1865—9:20  a.  m. 

!Major-General  Curtis, 
^Milwaukee: 

By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  have  or- 
dered Genei-al  Sully  to  proceed  to  Sioux  City  without  delay. 
48-Pt.  2-425.      JOS.  iMcC.  BELL,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Ileadquai'tr-rs  ^Military  Division  of  the  ?^Iiss(niri. 

May  12.  ] 865— 9:20  ci.  m. 

Bvt.  :\rajor-General  A.  Sully. 

Tremont  House,  Chic:)go,  111.: 
You  will  proceed  without  delay  to^Sioux  City. 
48-Pt.  2-425.    JOS.  McC.  BEI.L,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Dul)U(iue,  Iowa,  ^Iny  13.  1865. 

(Received  2  p.  m.) 

^lajor-General  Pope : 

The  commanding  oHicer  at  Fort  Rice  informs  me  April  18 
that  a  party  of  Cln-yemu's  attacked  Iiis  out  post  and  that  I'un- 
ners  have  come  in  to  iufoi'm  him  that  3.000  Indues  are  coming 
to  Fort  Ri(^e  to  see  i-n^  aiid  hear  what  their  father,  the  Presi- 
dent. hMs;  to  say  to  them.  In  case  it  is  necessary  when  I  arrive 
at  Fort  Pierre  sliall  I  go  north  instead  of  going  west  to  Powder 
River? 

48-Pt.  2-434.  SULLY,  General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Iowa, 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  ^May  13,  1865. 
Asst.  Adj.-Geu.,  ^lilitary  Division  of  the  Missouri, 
Saiut  Louis,  ^lo. : 
Sir:    I  have  received  several  very  hiiportant  communica- 
tions from  the  couunauding-  officer  at  Fort  liice.  which  1  here- 
with transcribe  for  your  information:    On  the  3d  of  April  lie 
writes  that  the  mail  communication  down  the  river  has  been 
very  much  interrupted  by  bands  of  hostile  Indians.    A  band  of 
Santees    (IMiniu^sota   Indians)    and   some   others   attacked  the 
mail  carriers,  and  the   horst's  and  nuiils  were  taken,  but  re- 
covered and   returned  by  friendly  Indians.     On  the  30th  of 
:\Iarc]i  a  war  party  of  twenty  passed  in  sight  of  the  fort  on 
opposite  side  of  the  river.     He  sent  ten  mounted  men  after 
them.     They    scattered.     Two   of   them   tied   to  Two  Bear's 
(Yanktonais)   camp,  and  w-]'e  by  this  chief  delivered  to  tlie 
soldiers.    They  proved  to  be  Santees  from  the  Upper  James; 
said  they  came  down  to  hear  the  iiews.    They  were  armed  with 
English  guns.    (.)n  the  18th  he  writes  that  a  party  of  about  '20U 
mounted  (Indians)  composed  of  Santct-s  and  others,  headed  by 
the  Yanktonais  chief   (The  IsUm  AVho  Strikes  the  Rees),  de- 
scended the  hills  in  the  rear  of  the  fort:  attacked  the  herding 
party  guarding  public  and  private  animals,  consisting  of  sol- 
diers of  the  garrison  and  citizens  hired  by  ^Ir.  Galpin,  the 
sutler,  and  some  mon  of  Captain  Fisk's  party.     Oalpin's  mil 
Fisk's  men  ran  away:  the  soldiers  stood  their  ground.  Two 
of  their  number  were  killed.    The  soldiers  lost  none  of  their 
stock,  but  Galpin 's  and  Fisk's  party  lost  13  horses.  19  mules, 
35  cows  and  1  ox.    The  Indians  afterward  attacked  a  party  of 
soldiers  in  the  woods  cutting  tind)er,  but  were  repulsed  with 
loss.    The  commanding  ollicer  had  no  cavalry  to  pursue  the 
Indians.    Colonel  Dimon,  the  commanding  oFhcer.  in  retaliation 
ordered  the  two  ^Minnesota   Indian  prisoners  shot.     One  was 
a  chief   called   Big   Thuiuler.     The   conniianding   officer  also 
reports  that  there  has  been  some  tiring  on  his  pickets,  and  he 
has  learned  that    the   Cheyennes  from   the   Platte   compose  a 
part  of  these  war  parties.     He  also  states  that  3.000  lodges. 
<H»mposcd  of  various  ti'ibes  are  now  on  tli*^  Uppei'  Ik-art  River, 
and  have  sent  in  word  that  they  will  be  \ii  so(ni  to  see  me  and 
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hear  the  decision  of  Their  Great  Fatlier.  I  would  also  state  that 
he  reports-  the  sickness  in  liis  eoiuniana  is  fearful— scurvy  and 
diarrhoea.  There  arc  now  207  on  the  sick  list  and  11  per  cent 
of  his  command  have  died  this  winter.  From  this  it  appears 
tliat  the  Cheyennes,  who  were  driven  from  the  Platte  River  last 
fall,  have  moved  north  of  the  Black  Hills  and  are  trying  to 
unite  themselves  with  those  8i(nix  who  still  remain  hostile,  the 
Santees,  of  ^kJinnesota  Indians,  and  the'  Northern  Yanktonais, 
who  have  an  asylum  in  tlie  Enulish  Possessions,  and  other  small 
roving  bands. 

The  Indians  who  have  made  peace  with  me  still  show  their 
disposition  to  keep  it  and  in  every  way  to  assist  the  soldiers. 
J  would  I'Ccommend  that  some  small  token  of  regard  be  present- 
ed the  chiefs  of  these  friendly  bands,  and  with  very  little  in- 
ducement thev  could  be  made  -  to  turn  aa-ainst  these  hostile 
bands,  and  either  rid  the  conntry  of  them  or  force  them  to  be- 
come peaceable.  I  feel  coniidcnt  if  I  had  the  authority  and 
the  means  I  could  soon  I'egulate  them.  I  would  get  the  friendly 
Indians  to  fighting  the  hostile  party,  assisting  them  with  all  my 
troops,  and  by  pi-esents  of  provisions,  blankets  and  amnumition. 
with  tile  promise  they  should  have  the  exclusive  right  to  hunt 
over  the  lands  they  now  live  in.  The  great  amount  of  sickness 
and  death  at  Fort  l\iec  is  terrible.  .The  soldiers  at  that  post 
are  composed  of  rt  bel  })i"isoners;  men  who  have  been  a  long 
time  confined  as  prisoners  of  war.  and  of  course  they  are  now 
predisposed  to  sneh  sickness  as  scurvy  and  diarrhoea.  As  soon 
as  possible  I  will  have  a  more  thorough  investigation  of  the 
causes.  T  have  been  obliged  to  oreler  two  of  the  companies  to 
garrison  Forts  Union  and  Berthold.  This  with  the  great 
amount  of  sickness-  will  weaken  that  garrison  too  much.  I 
shall,  however.  In-  nj^  in  that  neighborhood  before  long,  and  will 
better  be  able  to  jud-c  1  highly  commend  the  conduct  of  the 
commandinu  ntlieer  and  men  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Rice.  I  send 
this  direct  to  I f«\-idqua rters  ^Military  Division  of  the  ^lissouri. 
as  I  considtM-  it  iniportnnt.  and  as  T  know  that  the  connnander 
of  the  department  is  absent  from  ^lilwaukee. 
48-Pt.  2-4U.  ALF.  SULLY.  Brevet  ^Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Fort  Waclswortli,  Dak.  Ter., 

May  14,  1865. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General.  Saint  Paul,  ]\Iinn. 

Captain:  Ten  more  lodges  of  Sissetons  have  come  in  and 
surrendered.  They  bring  the  following  reports :  A  short  time 
since  a  picket  post  near  Fort  Rice  was  attacked  and  six  soldiers 
killed  and  their  horses  captured.  Two  Indians  were  killed. 
They  appear  to  be  unfortunate  at  that  post.  Wa-ua-ta  has 
been  strongly  advocating  peace  and  a  surrender  to  the  military 
authorities.  Those  disposed  to  be  hostile  held  a  council  and 
determined  to  take  his  proi)erty  aAvay  from  him  and  destroy  his 
lodge.  He  heard  of  it  and  went  to  the  council  lodge  and  after 
making  a  little  speech  shot  one  of  the  council,  and  that  night 
left  the  encampment,  only  taking  his  family,  leaving  all  his 
ett'ects;  and  that  now  he  has  joined  Standing  ButTalo,  and  they 
are  on  the  ^lissouri  Coteau,  and  are  gathering  all  the  f,^'iendly 
Indians  together,  and  are  coming  down  to  surrender;  but  how 
much  of  the  above  story  it  is  best  to  believe,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say.  They  also  report  the  country  as  being  full  of  war  par- 
ties, and  report  that  a  large  force  is  assembling  at  Turtle 
^Mountain  from  both  sides  of  the  ^lissouri  River. 

48-Pt.  2-412.  ROBT.  H.  ROSE,  .Major,  Connnanding. 


Washington,  D.  C,  :\lay  17,  1865—3  p.  m. 
]\[ajor-General  Pope: 

I  have  decided  to  sustain  youi-  action  in  regard  to  the  col- 
onization of  ^Missionary  Indians  at  Redwood.  Papers  indicate 
that  hostilities  are  again  about  breaking  out  in  ^liiniesota.  If 
such  is  the  case  you  had  better  re-enforce  that  country  at  once. 
If  you  have  not  the  troops  to  do  it  witli.  they  can  be  furnishe<l 
from  General  Thomas'  command.  It  may  be  the  Indians  require 
as  nuich  protection  from  the  ^vlli^es  as  tlie  whites  do  from  the. 
Indians.  My  own  experience  has  becTi  that  but  little  trouble 
would  have  ever  been  hael  from  them  but  for  the  encroachment 
and  influence  of  bad  Avhites. 

18-Pt.- 2-480.  U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant-General. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  ^lissouri 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  ^lay  17,  1865. 

•    (Received  1  p.  ni.), 

Lieuteuant-General  Grant: 

The  order  requiring  muster  of  cavalry  whos-e  terms  expire 
by  October  1  Avill  deprive  me  of  a  considerable  part  of  the 
cavalry  force  now  on  the  plains  and  break  up  the  Indian  expe- 
dition now  on  foot.  As  this  would  lead  to  unfortunate  conse- 
quences I  respectfullv  ask  that  the  execution  of  this  order  be 
suspended  in  this  military  division  until  the  summer  campaign 
is  over  or  until  it  can  be  executed  without  danger  or  em- 
barrassment. 

48-Pt.  2-180.  ^^0.  POPE,  ^lajor-General. 


Washington,  D.  G.,  :May  17,  1865-4  p.  m. 
Maj.-Gen.  John  Pope,  ^ 
Saint  Louis,  ]\lo. : 
You  may  suspend  order  for  mustering  out  troops  so  far  as 
the'  exigencies  of  service  require.    Troops  can  be  sent  you  soon 
to  enable  you  to  carry  out  the  order. 

48-Pt.  2-481.  U.  S.  GIUXT,  Lieutenant-GeneraL 


Hdcp-s.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul,  ^tinn.,  ^lay  17,  1865. 

Maj.  C.  S.  Chariot, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Ildqs.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest,  Milwau- 
kee, Wis. : 


IMajor : 


I  hope  Major-General  Curtis  will  indicate,  that  in  his  judg- 
ment, it  is  absolutely  indispensable  for  the  safety  of  the  border 
settlers  of  Iowa  and  .Minnesota  that  General  Sully's  columns 
should  be  dispatched  as  promptly  as  possible  to  attack  the  Sioux 
camps  in  the  vicinity  of  Devil's  Lake,  and  thus  compel  the 
recall  of  the  raiding  parties  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  their  own 
families.  The  oll'ensive  is  the  only  true  policy  for  checking 
the  fornys  of  the  savages  into  our  settlements,  for  a  mere  de- 
fensive .attitude,  by  however  formidable  a   force,   can  never 
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entirely  prevent  the  passage  of  saiiall  parties  of  the  sneakiu^, 
stealty  horse-thieves  and  Dinrdcrers  who  infest  the  sparsely 
settled  counties  of  the  states  named.  There  is  a  vast  amount 
of  denunciation  expended  upon  the  military  authorities  of  this 
district  for  not  performing-  the  impossible  task  of  delecting  and 
destroying  all  of  these  vermin  who  crawl  througli  the  woods 
and  prairies  on  their  nefarious  mission  of  death. 
48-Pt.  2-486.       H.  H.  SIBLEY.  :\Iajor-General,  Commanding. 


■  .    .  Headquarters  :Military  Division  of  the  :Missouri 
-         ;  Saint  Louis,  :Mo.,  :\Iay  18,  1865. 

(Received  2:55  p.  m.) 

Lieut enant-General  Grant : 

I  have  eig-hteen  companies  of  cavalry  and  four  of  infantry 
in  Minnesota.  T  consider  this  force  ample,  if  properly  disposed 
and  handled.  I  do  not  anticipate  any  serious  Indian  disturb- 
ances in  that  state.  There  will  probably  be  occasional  slnall 
raids  to  steal  horses.  Have  written  you  fully  today  concerning 
Indian  affairs. 

48-Pt.  2-492.  J^'O.  POPE,  :\rajor-GenLH'al. 


Headquarters  :\Iilitary  Division 'of  the  ^Missouri 
Saint  Louis,  .Mo.,  :\lay  IS,  1865. 

Lieut.-Gen.  U.  S.  Grant. 

General-in-Chief.  U.  S.  Army,  AVashington,  D.  C.:^ 
General:  General  Connor  reports  from  Denver  City  the 
surrender  of  2,000  Sioux  and  Arapahots.  and  tlmt  he  expects 
the  surrend(^r  of  :3,0(X)  more  in  ;i  short  time.  Genei'al  Sully 
reports  that  runners  have  come  in  to  Fort  Rice,  on  the  Upper 
Tvlissouri  announcing  the  approach  of  3.000  lodges  {al)out 
7,000  warriors)  to  that  post  to  see  him  and  beg  for  pence.  In 
order  to  avoid  the  certain  results  of  the  present  system  of 
treaty  making  by  Indian  agents,  involving  the  expenditure  of 
much  money  and  the  presenting  of  laru-r  quantities  of  goods  to 
Indians  but  recently  hostile,  who  regard  snch  gifts  as  l)ribes 
dictated  by  fear,  I  have  instructed  the  commandino;  officers  on 
the  frontier  that- Indians  in  actual  hostility  nmst  be  dealt  with 
by  the  military  alone,  and  that  all  In.lians  who  have  been  re- 
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cently  in  arms  against  the  whites  and  who  are  now  eoniingr 
in  to  beg  for  peace,  are  considered  prisoners  of  war  under  the 
exclusive  control  of  the  military  authorities.    Xo  presents  are 
to  be  given  to  them  and  no  treaties  made,  beyond  the  mere 
understanding  to  be  had  with  them  by  the  military  authorities, 
that  so  long  as  the  Indians  keep  the  peace  they  will  not  be 
molested  by  U.  S.  troops;  that  if  they  continue  to  be  hostile  the 
troops  will  continue  to  pursue  and  kill  them,  and  will  con- 
tinue to   establish  new  military  posts-  in  their  country  an^l 
drive  oft*  or  destroy  all  their  game.    The  troops  also  guarantee 
the  Indians  against  outrages  by  the  whites  and  will  assist  all 
who  come  in  and  siu'render  to  defend  themselves  against  other 
hostile  tribes.    The  Indians  perfectly  understand  such  a  treaty 
as  this  and  will  keep  it  nmch  better  than  such  treaties  as 
have  hitherto  been  made.    I  have  directed  commanding  officers 
on  the  frontier  not  to  permit  imy  treaties  to  be  made  with 
Indians  othei-  tlian  such  as  are  herein  specified.    Of  course  the 
Indian   Department    will    object    strenuously    to    this  cour^^. 
There  are  large  sums  appropriated  by  Congress  at  the  last 
session  to  ma.ke  treaties  with  Indians.    It  is  simply  a  waste  of 
money  and  will  only  lead  to  renewed  breaches  of  the  peace  in 
order  that  ucav  treaties  may  be  made  and  more  money  expended. 
I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  present  system  of  Indian  manage- 
ment is  bad.    Your  experience  on  the  frontier  has  long  since 
made  this  very  clear,  I  do  not  doubt.    I  send  you  the  paper  of 
Hon.  J.  R.  Brown,  of  ^Minnesota,  on  this  sub.iect,  which  was 
inadvertently  left  out  of  my  last  letter  to  you  on  this  subjecL 
It  is  full  of  wisdom,  ami  I  think  expresses  the  experience  of  every 
honest  man  who  has  lived  on  the  frontier  and  knows  the  history 
of  Indian  management.  The  Cheyennes  will  probably  be  the  only 
tribe  on  the  plains  west   of  the  ^Missouri  Avhich  will  remain 
hostile  this  summer.    ^Vith  them  we  can  easily  deal.    The  over- 
land routes  are  secure  and  will,  I  thing,  remain  st->.  ^>ome 
plan  for  the  disposition  and  management  of  the  lame  numbers 
of  Indians  coming  in  to  surrender  ought  to  be  ado[)ted.    It  is 
certain  that  tiiey  ouuht  not  to  be  rewarded  l)y  presents  and  liy 
arrangements  to  pay  them  i-egular  annuities  of  money  and  goods 
for  the  outrages  they  have  committed.    The  practice  seems  to 
be   to  reward   hostile   Iiulians   but   not   peaceful    India ns.  It 


570 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


seems*  to  me  best  to  keep  all  these  Indians  under  military  con- 
tj-ol,  according  to  the  orders  I  have  made  on  the  subject,  copies 
of  which  were  forwarded  to  you  a  short  time  since.  My,  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  published  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
Gazette  of  April  26,  1864,  I  think  covers  this  whole  subject, 
and  I  trust  it  will  be  sustained  by  I  he  Government,  as  it 
promises  peace  at  a  small  cost  of  money  or  life. 

I  transmit  inclosed  a  letter  just  received  from  General 
Giu'tis'.  I  do  not  attach  much  importance  to  the  stampede  they 
are  getting  up  in  Minnesota.  It  has  been  of  yearly  occurrence 
ever  since  1  have  been  in  this  region.  Small  raids  are  to  be 
expected,  but  eighteen  companies  of  cavalry  and  four  of  in- 
fantry seem  to  me  to  be  enough  to  protect  the  settlements. 
I  do  not  see  what  could  be  done  with  more.  A  campaign 
against  Indians  at  DeviFs  Lake  would  be  immensely  expensive 
;!]]d  would  lead  to  no  good  results,  so  long  as  the  Indians  can 
find  refuge  on  British  territory,  only  a  few  miles  north  of 
Devil's  Lake.  ^Ye  cannot  cross  the  British  line  to  pursue 
tliem,  permission  having  been  refused  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. There  are  only  a  part  of  the  Indians  in  that  region 
who  are  hostile.  I  will  endeavor  soon  to  go  up  to  Minnesota 
myself.  I  havt  had  so  much  of  this  same  kind  of  exaggerated 
reports  from  that  quarter  for  the  past  two  vears  that  T  do  not 
attach  any  great  consequence  to  General  Curtis'  letter.  lie 
has  not  had  the  same  experience  of  the  speculative  cluiracier 
of  these  alarms  and  calls  for  troops  that  I  have  had.  If  T  fine? 
that  more  troops  are  really  needed  in  ^linnesota,  I  will  adv'se 
you.  JXO.  POPE,  :\lajor-General,  Commanding. 

48-Pt.  2-492. 


Ileadcjuarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
May  18,  1865--10:30  a.  in. 
Brigadier-General  Connor,  . 
Fort  Leavenworth. 

(Care  General  :Mitchell.) 
General  Sully  telegraphs  that  he  has  been  notified  by  the 
chiefs  that  3,000  lodges  are  on  their  way  in  to  meet  him  at  Fort 
Rice.  Uppei-  :^iissouri  Piver. 

48-Pt.  2-500.  •  G.  :M.  dodge,  ^^la jor-General. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


571 


Headquarters  ]\Iilitary  Division  of  the  ^Missouri, 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  18,  1S65. 
Maj.-Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  ' 

Conunanding  Department  of  the  Northwest,  ^lihvaukee, 
^Vis.: 

General:  I  am  directed  hy  the  inajor-general  eommandiug 
to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  and  to  inform  you 
that  he  does  not  consider  any  movement  of  the  ^Minnesota 
troops  to  DeviTs  Lake  judicious.  A  campaign  against,  the  In- 
dians at  that  point  would  be  very  expensive  and  would  lead  to 
no  good  res'ults,  so  long  as  the  Indians  can  find  refuge  in 
British  territory — only  a  few  miles  north  of  Devil's  Lake— into 
which  territory  we  cannot  ])ass  for  tlie  purpose  of  operations, 
permission  having  ])een  refused  by  the  British  Government. 
It  is  desired  that  you  dispose  your  forces  so  as  best  to  protect 
the  frontier  settlements.  It  is  believed  that  eighteen  companies 
of  cavalry  and  four  of  infantry— which  you  have  now,  inde- 
pendent of  Brackett's  battalion— Avill  be  sufficient  for  this  pur- 
pose, if  properly  dis})Osed  and  managed.  The  major-general 
commandino-  ^v\]\  probaldy  visit  Minnesota  soon  for  the  purpose 
ef  examining  into  tlie  condition  of  atfairs  there. 
4S-Pt.  2-501.     JOS.  :\rcO.  bell.  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  ^Military  Division  of  the  ^Missouri 
May  19,  1865—4:40  p.  m. 

General  Curtis,  ^lilwaukee : 

Please  report  to  me  by  telegraph  last  information  concern- 
ing Indian  raid  in  Tvlinnesota. 

48-Pt.  2-515.  JNO.  POPE,  :\rajor-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  ]\Iay  19,  1865 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 
Saint  Louis : 

Indians  drove  in  our  pickets  at  Port  Rice  and  captured 
eonsiderabh  private  stock  frm  lierdsmen.  Two  soldiers  killed. 
Public  stoc];  safr-.    Sono'  trouble  at  AVadsworth.    Two  Indians 
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killed,  one  a  nephew  of  Inc-pa-dn-tali.  Six  citizens  and  o^ie 
soldier  killed  near  IMankato  by  party  led  by  Carpenter,  a  halt- 
breed,  who  was  taken  and  hanged.  Report  of  Indians  m  force 
on  Saint  Peters  Kiver.  abont  100  miles  above.  Have  expedition 
out  in  search  of  them. 

48-Pt.  2-515.  S.  K.  CURTIS,  Major-General.  ' 


Headquarters  :\Iilitary  Division  of  the  :\[issouri 
Saint  Louis,  :\Io.,  May  20,  1865. 

]\[aj.  Gen.  S.  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Northwest,  :Mdwaukee, 

Wis. : 

General:    I  regretted  very  much  to  see  in  a  late  number 
of  the  Milwaukee  Sentinel  full  details  of  all  the  dispatches 
you  have  received  from  the  frontier,  as-  also  your  proposed  plan 
of  a  campai-n  to  Devil's  Lake,  and  even  a  statement  of  the 
objects  of  the  expedition  I  myself  ordered  General  Sully  to  make. 
Of  course   all   this   information  was  furnished  to   the  news- 
papers from  your  office  in  ^lilwaukee.    I  cannot  conceive  any 
good  result  likelv  to  arise  from  such  publications,  aside  from 
this  being  in  violation  of  War  Department  orders.    If  you  had 
been  as  lono-  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  North- 
west as  I  have  been  you  would  have  learned  that  every  spring 
and  autumn  the  same  sort  of  stampedes  occur  in  ^[innesota. 
The  more  publicity  given  to  these  stories,  even  if  they  be 
strictly  true,  the  more  unnecessary  excitement  is  created  and 
the  -reater  will  be  the  alarm.    People  in  portions  of  Minnesota, 
not  m  the  least  danger,  will,  upon  seeing  these  stories,  magni- 
fied and  exa-irerattd  with  every  telUng,  fancy  thnt  they  are 
also  in  dan-er.  and  these   very   appreliensions  will  originate 
rumors  and  wild  stories  utterly  without  foundation.    The  pub- 
lication of  reports  and  runu)rs  which  reach  your  oMce  officially 
simplv  keeps  up  excitement  in  the  public  iiund  which  makes 
evervbodv  on  the  frontier  uneasv.  and  cannot  possibly  do  good. 
I  haVe  never  permitted  sueh  publieations  to  be  made  and  have 
especiallv  instnicted  General  Sibley  on  this  subject.    It  seems  to 
me  that' it  will  be  sufficient  for  the  military  to  t:ike  steps  to 
prevent  or  puni.h  such  raids  witliout  notifyinnr  the  publie.  The 
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Stories  fram  Port  Kice  are  greatly  ovt-rstated.    ^ly  last  news 
froiu  there  reports  the  arrival  of  runners  from  some  3,000  lodges 
of  Indians  at  that  post  to  notify  General  Sully  that  they  are 
coming  to  see  him  and  make  peace.    Of  course,  some  outrages 
and  disturbances,  on  a  small  scale,  must  occur  wher^  so  niany 
vrhites  and  Indians  are  assembling,  but  form  no  sufficient  reason 
for   the   alarm   the   publications-  in   the   :\lihvaukee  Sentinel 
must  necessarily  give  rise  to.    I  trust,  therefore,  that  you  will 
hereafter  refrain  from  allowing  such  publications  to  be  made, 
as  they  are  altogether  opposed  to  my  judgment  and  Avishes,  and 
to  the'^best  interest  of  the  service.    They  are  also,  in  my  opinion, 
violations  of  the  orders  of  the  AVar  Department.    I  think  you 
will  find  that  the  alarm  in  :Minnesota  will  soon  die  away  if  you 
will  only  let  it  alone  and  confine  yours-elf  to  making  such  move- 
ments and  disposition  of  your  forces  as  are  needed.  These 
small  raids  will  always  be  made  as  long  as  there  are  Indians 
in  that  region.   AVe  can  make  no  campaign  to  Devil's  Lake  until 
permission  can  be  obtaahied  from  the  British  government  to  pur- 
sue the  hostile  Indians  into  British  territory.    I  have  written  to 
the  General-in-Chief  on  this-  subject,  and  we  may  now  t)e  able 
to  obtain  the  permisson,  which  lias  heretofore  been  refused,  or 
require  the  English  GoA-ernment  to  keep  hostile  Indians  out  of 
their  country.  JXO.  POPE,  Alajof -General,  Commanding. 

48  Pt.  2-524. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Alinnesota.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 
Saint  Paul.  Minn.,  Alay  21,  1865. 

Maj.  C.  S.  Chariot, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  TIdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest,  Alil- 
waukee,  AVis. : 

]Major:  You.  art-  respectfully  inforiiicd  that  1  have  official 
advices'from  Fort  AVadsworth  of  14th  and  Fort  Al)ercrombie  of 
IGth  instant.  Two  of  the  savages  concerned  in  the  massacre 
of  1862  have  been  killed  l)y  my  scouts.  About  thirty  h)dges  of 
Sissetons  have  come  in  and  surrendered  and  are  now  with  the 
■  main  camp.  They  report  that  six  soldiers  were  killed  at  Fort 
I  Eice  and  much  stock  of  horses,  etc..  driven  off  by  hostile  lu- 

}  dians.    The  reports  of  a  large  assend>lage  of  hostile  Indians  at 
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Turtle  ^Mountain,  on  the  British  boundary  line,  are  corroborated. 
They  have  learned  that  the  command  of  (7xeneral  Sully  is  in- 
tended to  operate  south  and  west  of  the  ^lissouri,  and  they 
threaten  to  concentrate  and  attack  Forts  AYadsworth  and 
Abercrombie  and  the  frontier  settlements  g-eiierally.  I  have  no 
apprehensions  of  the  success  of  an  assault  on  the  posts  men- 
tioned, nor  do  I  believe  it  will  be  attempte>d,  but  there  is  good 
reason  to  apprehend  a  series  of  descents  upon  the  extended 
line  of  border  settlements,  and  it  is  with  that  view  I  have  ven- 
tured lately  to  recommend  to  ]\tajor-General  Curtis  that  Gen- 
eral Sully's  column  be  dispatched  north  toward  Devil's  Lake 
instead  of  south  and  west  of  tlie  ^Missouri  as  proposed.  In  my 
judgment  the  danger  to  the  border  is  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  region  north  and  east  of  the  ]\Iissouri  River,  and  I  have 
already  explained  verbally  to  General  Curtis  that  there  is-  not 
sufficient  force  in  this  district  to  enable  me  to  dispatch  a  force 
into  the  distjint  region  of  Devil's  Lake  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  safety  of  the  long  line  of  frontier  exposed  to  the  visitations 
of  the  savages. 

4S-Pt.  2-532.  IT.  11.  SIBLEY,  Brigadier-General, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters  ^Military  Division  of  the  ^Missouri. 
Saint  Louis.  Mo.,  .May  22.  ISdo — 3  p.  m. 

Colonel  Potter, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Fort  Leavenv/orth : 

If  you  have  any  of  the  Canadian  ponies  left  please  send 
200  of  them  to  Ger.ernl  Sidly  at  Sioux  City.  Please  let  me 
know.  JXO.  POt^E.  :.rajor-Genera]. 

48-Pt.  2-552. 


Headquarters  ^lilitary  Division  «)f  the  Alissouri, 

Saint  Louis.  ]^lo.,  :\lay  22.  1SG5. 

]\!aj.  Gen.  A.  Pleasonton. 

ITdqrs.  Alilitary  Division  of  the  ^Missouri.  Saint.  Louis. 

General:  You  Avill  i)r(H'eed  without  delay  to  ^riunesota 
and  examine  into  the  condition  and  dis[)(^siti*»n  of  the  troops  in 
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that  state.  A  short  time  siiiee  sixteen  Indians,  accordmg  to  the 
largest  estimate,  passed  the  line  of  outer  posts  without  the 
knowledge  of  any  ])ody  and  came  over  100  miUs  to  the  settle- 
ments near  ]\lankato  without  being  discovered.  They  killed 
several  persons,  and  at  last  accounts  had  either  been  killed  or 
captured.  General  Sibley  has  eighteen  companies  of  cavalry, 
four  of  infantry,  and  one  of  artillery  in  :\Iinnesota,  yet  nothing 
concerning  the  Indian  raiding  party  was  known  until  they 
began  to  commit  murders  near  ^Mankato.  Cavalry  was  sent 
after  them,  and  of  course  easily  overtook  them,  as  the  Indians 
were  on  foot,  but  seems  to  have  done  nothing  whatever  to  them. 
These  are  the  last  accounts.  The  whole  affair  shows  such  utter 
>vant  of  vigilanee  and  such  inei'tieiency  (to  call  it  no  worse) 
when  this  small  party  of  Indians  was  overtaken,  that  I  am 
wholly  at  a  loss  to  umlcrstand  it.  1  desire  you  to  look  into  this 
whole  matter,  and  if  you  find  it  necessary,  in  order  to  put  a 
stop  to  these  Indian  depredations  and  stampedes,  you  are 
directed  to  assume  connnand  in  ^Minnesota,  and  make  such 
changes  and  movements  of  troops  as  may  be  necessary.  Keep 
me  advis'Hl  by  tclt  irraph  fi-equenily. 

48-]M.  2-^)Ml         .rXi).  POPK.  Major-inuieral  Connuanding. 


ireaVlquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
.AHlwaukee,  :\lay  22,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  II.  Sibh-y. 
Saint  Paul.  ?^linn. : 
General:  Yours  of  the  17th,  inclosing  copy  of  a  dispatch 
of  P.  S.  Gardner,  lieutenant,  comnianding  a  camp  at  Cheng- 
watona.  concerninL'^  tlh'  hostilities  of  Indians  in  that  region, 
and  saying  also  that  there  is  also  '*a  vr.st  amount  of  denuncia- 
tion for  not  perfnrniing'  the  impossible  task  of  detecting  and 
destroyinir  nil  <^f  these  vermin  who  cr.iAvd  through  the'  woods 
and  prairies  on  their  nefarious  mission  of  death.''  is  duly  re- 
ceived. AVe  must  <lo  the  best  we  can,  and  time  will  correct, 
all  the  erroneous  inipr»'ssions'  wich  grow  out  of  the  excittnn-nt 
of  the  tinu^s.  Tn  r*^j)ly  to  my  letter  written  in  your  office  on 
the  11th  vn-irin-j  a  movement  on  Devils'  Lake,  General  Pope 
express(\s  a  disapiu'ovnl  on  the  grouiul  of  expense,  and  becaus*^ 
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the  Indians  could  easily  retreat  across  the  line,  where  we  have 
])een  refused  permission  to  follow,  lie  also  thinks  my  force 
sufficient  without  Brackett's  battalion,  from  which  I  infer 
that  he  proposes  to  withdraw  that  from  this  department,  and 
we  must  do  the  very  best  we  can  with  what  force  we  have. 
General  Sully  will  probably  go  up  to  Fort'  Rice,  where  con- 
siderable hostilities  Avere  being  displayed  at  last  advices.  I 
have  requested  permission  to  visit  AVashington,  but  as  yet  the 
matter  has  been  deferred  till  General  Pope  gets  intelligence 
frojn  Ked  River.  I  do  not  see  wljat  more  I  can  do  at  present, 
and  do  not  see  that  you  can  better  arrange  your  forces.  Scout- 
ing in  the  neighborhood  of  your  strongest  posts  in  various 
directions  will  constantly  annoy  the  war  parties  that  come 
near,  and  if  the  hostilities  increase  in  magnitude,  we  must 
again  ask  for  reenforcements  or  draw  in  our  outer  lines  to 
fight  the  war  parties  that  get  this  side  of  them.  I  telegraphed 
you  Saturday  for  farther  intelligence,  hoping  that  you  might 
have  a  report  from  your  expedition  that  (went)  up  Saint 
Peter's  River.  I  hope  to  get  an  ansv/er  soon.  I  think  my 
headquarters  should  l)e  nearer  to  the  scene  of  danger  and 
difficulty.  Your  state  is-  nearly  surrounded  with  Indians  that 
seem  immovable.  The  friendly  and  hostile  are  intermixed  so 
intiinately  the  continued  danger  seems  to  me  inevitable.  Our 
posts  on  the  rivers  and^  on  the  Coteau  must  be  in  connection 
and  co-operation,  and  notliing  short  of  permanent  arrangements 
of  a  system  of  defensive  should  be  contemplated. 

In  view  of  this  idea  I  have  written  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance 
requesting  him  to  furnish  large  supplies  of  ordnance  to  bo 
stored  at  Fort  Snelling.  Quartermaster's-  stores  will  also  be 
concentrated  at  that  convenient  post,  raid  it  is  my  desire  to 
make  that,  and  probably  Fort  Pice,  ouc  places  of  supplies  for 
any  and  all  emergencies.  I  have  wi'itten  your  state  adjutant- 
general,  urging  the  com})lete  oi'ganization  and  liarmonious 
co-operation  of  militia,  which  must  be  considered  a  sort 
reason  which  may  be  necessary  to  meet  extraordinary  emer- 
gencies. 1  shall  also  urge  tlie  estal)] ishment  of  a  post  at  Devil's 
Lake,  or  the  use  of  a  considerable  mova])le  force  for  summer 
operations  in  that  vicinity,  Tliese  ideas*  I  think,  generally  coti- 
form  to  yours,  and  are  the  results  of  your  observations  and 
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intelligence  I  have  received  from  General  Sully,  whom  I  met 
at  Dubuque.   I  am  not  in  favor  of  any  theory  concerning  Indian 
motives  -\vliich  ignores  the  common  cause  existing  throughout 
our  entire  circumference  of  settlement — that  of  encroachment 
and  natural  hostilities  of  our  races.    Just  as  Minnesota  in- 
creases she  must  encroach  on  Indian  hunting  ground,  and  for 
various  reasons  the  Indians  will  steal  cattle  and  commit  mur- 
ders.   They  got  about  sixty-eight  head  near  Fort  Rice  last 
month.    AYhat  they  have  done  at  Berthold  and  Fort  Union 
we  do  not  know,  but  the  loss  of  two  soldiers  and  so  much  stock, 
with  the  loss  of  only  one  Indian  at  that  post,  is  calculated  to 
encourage  their  efforts'  and  demonstrate  their  desire  to  secure 
stock  as  their  chief  object  of  warfare.    As  Indian  necessities 
must  increase  as  we  crowd  upon  their  domain,  their  exertions 
will  multiply  and  ours  should  be  increased.    I  give  my  views 
more  fully  because  I  desire  interchange  of  ideas  and  complete 
harmony.    I  have  not  pride  of  opmion  in  any  personal  views, 
and  attach  myself  to  no  conjecture  further  than  to  guard 
against  possibilities.    General  Pope  expresses  a  design  to  visit 
Minnesota  and  to  look  into  matters  himself,  and  I  trust  if  he 
cloes  you  will  give,  him  all  posible  information.    I  believe  the 
locations  and  disposition  of  forces  are  just  as  he  approved  them 
last  year.    If  we  get. more  forces  I  shall  still  hope  to  have 
you  or  General  Sully  demonstrate  against  the  hostile  Indians 
near  Devil's  Lake,  but  this  ]nay  not  be  possible,  and  I  hope 
our  active  exertions  in  the  interior  may  preserve  the  peace  of 
the  country.    Write  whenever  intelligence  arrives.'  I  hope  rain 
reached  you.    I  found  a  surplus  at  Dubuque.    Please  give  my 
regards  to  your  family.  S.  R.  CURTIS,  Major-General. 

48-Pt.  2-556. 


Headquarters  ^lilitary  Division  of  the  Missouri, 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  22,  1865. 

Bvt.  i\raj.  Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa,  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

General:  This  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  ]\rajor  Von 
Minden,  who  is  ordered  to  report  to  you.  as  topographical  en- 
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gineer.  Upon  your  arrival  at  Fort  Kaiidall  or  Fort  Pierre,  if 
you  find  it  more  desirable  to  go  against  Indians-  at  Devil's  Lake 
than  to  go  west  to  Powder  Piiver,  you  are  at  liberty  to  go  up 
to  Fort  Rice  with  your  cavalry  force  and  march  from  there 
against  Indians  at  Devil's  Lake.  From  your  report  that  3,000 
lodges  are  coming  in  to  Fort  Pvice  to  make  .peace,  it  is  probable 
that  there  is  little  need  to  go  west  this  summer.  Of  that  you 
can  judge  better  than  I.  Of  course  they  are  getting  up  a 
stampede  in  :\linnesota,  as  usual.  A  raiding  party  of  a  few 
Indians  from  Devil's  Lake,  got  into  the  settlements-  and  com- 
mitted some  murders.  Sibley  has  eighteen  companies  of  cavalry 
and  four  of  infantry.  There  were,  according  to  "the  Inrgest  es- 
timates, sixteen  Indians.  Yet  Sibley  calls  for  more  troops. 
If  this  nest  of  hostile  Indians  at  Devil's  Lake  can  be  broken 
up  this  summer  it  will  be  best  for  you  to  do  so.  Let  me  know 
what  you  decide  upon  as  soon  as  you  can,  and  go  to  work  and 
do  what  you  think  most  judicious  without  waiting  for  firther 
orders  from  me.  If  it  is  absolutely  necessary  I  wil^  send  up 
another  regiment  of  cavalry,  though  I  do  not  wish  to  send 
more  troops  if  I  can  help  it.  I  send  you  a  bundle  of  papers 
relating  to  claims  of  Yankton  Indians,  or  rather  of  Indian 
Agent  Burleigh,  for  damages  done  tbcm  by  soldiers.  You  can 
do  nothing  with  them  that  I  know  of  (except  turn  them  over  to 
the  Congressional  Committee  examining  into  Indian  affairs, 
with  such  statement  concerning  the  troops  in  relation  to  the 
matter  as  nu-iy  be  necessary.  Judge  Ilubbard,  of  Iowa,  is,  I 
think,  chairman  for  Dakota  and  I  believe  him  to  be  a  just  and 
honorable  man.  If  you  can  "make  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  at 
Fort  Rice  such  as-  I  have  suggested, .  it  will  be  well  to  do  so 
and  I  trust  you  will  not  leave  anything  undone  to  eifect  this. 
Communicate  to  me  imm<xliately  the  course  you  intend  to 
pursue  this  summer. 

48-Pt.  2-557.         JXO.  POPE,  :\rajor-General,  Commanding 


Sioux  City,  Iowa,  :\lay  22,  ISGd. 
(Received  5:15  p.  m.,  24th.) 
Col.  Fred  ^Myers,  Quartermaster: 

The  contractor  for  corn  has  failed  in  his  contr;ict;  no 
corn  liere  yet.    The  steamer  Julia,  with  8,000  bushels,  sunk 
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yesterday  ten  miles  below  here;  also  steamers  Stoiiers  aiici 
Cora,  with  stores  for  me,  have  sunk;  loss  not  yet  known. 
I  will  send  below  and  purchase  corn ;  must  have  it  immediately. 
Ordnance  stores  lost  on  Cora.  Please  report  this,  so  that  a 
duplicate  of  these  stores  be  sent  me  immediately;  I  can't  do 
without  them.  ALF.  >SULLY,  Brevet  :\lajor-General. 

48-Pt.  2-558. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  23,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 
General-in-Chief: 
General:    I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  inclosed,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  General  Curtis  in  relation  to  a  late  Lidian  raid 
in  Minnesota.    That  you  may  fully  understand  the  situation 
tliere,  it  will  be  proper  for  me  to  make  the  following  state- 
ment:   Up  to  the  time  of  the*  massacres  in  ^Minnesota  in  1862 
several  tribes  of  Sioux  Indians,  now  hostile,  occupied  the  Upper 
Minnesota  River,  and  were  in  immediate  contact  with  the  white 
settlements.     The  usual   dii'llculties  resulting  from  this  close 
contact  of  whites  and  Indians  broke  out  and  culminated  in  the 
dreadful  atrocities  of  the  Indian  massacres  of  the  summer  of 
1862.    I  arrived  in  Minnesota  about  the  la.st  of  September  of 
that  year.     Colonel  noAV   (brigadier-general)   Sibley  had  been 
sent  to  the  frontier  ])y  the  Governor  of  the  State  with  all  the 
troops  that  could   be  collected.     The  Indians  in  force  were 
devastating  the  entire  border  -settlements,  and  had  destroyed 
at  least  one  eonsidera])]e   town.     Large   numbers   of  people, 
estimated  l)y  persons  of  standing  in  Saint  Paul  at  50,000,  had 
abandoned  their  farms  and  villages  and  were  crowding  into 
the  larger  towns  on  the  :\lississippi  River.    Everywhere  I  found 
consternation  and  dismay.     Sibley  was  successful  in  beating 
the  Indians,  wlio  fought  him  boldly  in  large  force.    An  expe- 
dition under  Sibley  Avas  sent  against  the  Indians  in  1S63,  and 
a  co-operating  force  under  Sully  sent  up  the  :Missouri  River 
in  the  same  su!!im<'r.    Both  expeditions  met  and  defeated  the 
Indians.    In  18(54  Sully  again  marched  against  them  from  the 
Upper  .  Missouri  and   deft^ated   them   in   several  severe  fights. 
The  results   are  that  the   Sioux  Indians  have   been  entirely 
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driven  from  ^Minnesota ;  there  is  no  large  body  of  these  Indians 
who  are  hostile  nearer  to  the  settlements  of  Minnesota  tha/i 
Devil's  Lake,  in  Dakota  territory,  a  distance  of  over  300  miles. 
The  late  excitement  in  ^Minnesota  was  caused  by  what  is  said 
to  be  a  raiding  party  of  sixteen  Indians  on  foot,  who  came  from 
Devil's  Lake,  passed  the  outer  line  of  military  posts  without 
being  discovered,  and  were  first  heard  of  near  I\Iankato,  on  the 
Minnesota  River.  The  fact  that  this  party  was  headed  by  one 
Carpenter,  a  half-breed,  who  had  enlisted  in  our  army,  had 
served  in  Tennessee,  was  there  tried  for  robbery,  escaped,  and 
came  back  to  ^Minnesota,  renders  it  doubtful  whether  the  party 
w^ere  really  not  men  like  himself  and  not  Indians.  There  are 
in  Minnesota  eighteen  companies  of  cavalry,  four  companies 
of  infantry,  and  one  company  of  artillery.  The  District  of 
Minnesota,  in  which  these  troops  are,  is  connnanded  by  General 
Sibley,  one  of  the  earliest  citizens  of  the  state,  and  a  man  of 
character  and  standing.  lie  has  lived  twenty-five  years  or  more 
in  that  section  of  country,  and  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  it 
and  with  the  tribes  of  Sioux  Indians  concerned.  It  would 
seem,  then,  that  with  a  force  of  more  than  2,300  men,  according 
to  General  Sibley's  last  return,  and  those  mostly  cavalry,  com- 
manded by  an  officer  ^yho  has  always  lived  in  the  state  and 
knows  the  country  and  the  Indians  well,  i\Iinnesota  has  been 
furnished  by  the  general  Government  with  every  means  for 
protection  against  Indians.  Surely  if  this  large  force  of  cavalry 
cannot  protect  the  settlements  against  sixteen  Indians  on  foot 
who  are  obliged  to  traverse  a  distance  of  over  300  miles  and 
pass  a  line  of  military  posts  before  they  can  reach  any  of  the 
frontier  settlements,  it  would  be  ditficult  to  say  how  mar;y 
troops  would  b'e  necessary.  This  is  all  that  has  occasioned 
t\iQ  stampede  in  ]\Ii^nesota,  and.  it  seems  strange  that  such  a 
raid  of  a  few  Indians  on  foot  should  have  been  made  undis- 
covered over  such  a  great  distance,  and  permitted  to  reach 
the  frontier.  Of  course,  if  this  party  really  came  all  the  way 
from  Devil's  Lake,  it  was  due  to  carelessness  and  -want  oP 
vigilance  of  the  troops.  In  addition  to  tlie  troops  m-^nHoned, 
however,  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  half-breed  and 
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Indian  scouts  who  are  occui)icd  in  watchin<^^  the  country  bevond 
the  posts.  Through  these  scouts  also  this  small  party  of  Indians' 
on  foot  must  have  passed.  ^ 

The  hostile  Sioux,  driven  from  Minnesota  and  the  soutjiern 
portions  of  Dakota  territory,  have  made  a  temporary  rendez- 
vous at  Devil's  Lake,  in  tlie  northern  part  of  Dakota.  This 
great  lake  is  near  the  British  line,  and  wlienever  the  Indians 
are  pressed  they  take  rofuc'e  in  the  British  possessioiis.  By 
British  subjects  these  Indians  are  supplied  with  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  all  other  articles  tlity  need,  and  are  encouraged  and 
incited  to  keep  up  hostilities.    So  long  as  these  Indians  are  at 
war  with  the  ^x-ople  of  the  Ignited  States,  the  Britisli  settle- 
ments monopolize  tlie  trade  with  lliem.    Again  and  again  their 
unfriendly  acts,  to  call  them'  no  worse,  have  been  brought  to 
tlie  notice  of  the  Britisli  officials  without  eliciting  any  satis- 
factory results.     Permission  has  been  asked  to  pursue  these 
hostile  Indians,  who  have  nmrdered  women  and  children,  into 
the  uninhabited  portions  of  the  British  Pos-sessions,  but  per- 
mission has  been  refused  by  the  English  Government,  which 
will  neither  protect  our  fi'ontier  from  hostile  savages  harboring 
in.  Britisli  territory  n.or  permit  the  United  States  Government 
to  do  so  in  the  only  manner  possible.    I  shall  send  a  force  to 
Devil's  Lake,  but  the  Lidians  will  only  retreat  a  few  miles 
acros-s  tlie  Brilish  line,  whei'e  they  will  be  safe.    "\Ye  are  com- 
pelled, in  fact,  to  occupy  a  line  of  frontier  posts  in  ^Minnesota 
to  protect  the  settlennMits  against  small  raiding  bands  of  these 
Indians.    There  is  not  and  cannot  be  anything  like  an  Indian 
war.    There  seems  to  me  to  be  troops  enough  in  ^[innesota 
with   ordinary   care   for   complete  security.     The   fact   is,  in 
relation  to  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  plains,  they  are  now  reaping 
the  harvest  of  bad  management  and  bad  policy  which  have 
characterized   our   Indian   system    for   so   many   years.  .  The 
Indians  are  every  day  in  the  hope  that  a  treaty  of  peace,  such 
as  (has")  hitherto  been  made,  will  be  offered  them,  thus  secur- 
ing then    immunity  for  what  they  have  done  and  supplies  of 
goods  a>  d  money  and  arrancrenients  for  yearly  annuities  of 
both.    1  ley  kecj)  np  hostilities  in  this  vicAV,  and,  in  the  light 
of  their  past  experience  they  are  doubtless  right  enough.  It 
has  loner  been  a   saying  among  the  Sioux  Indians  along  tlie 
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Platte  lUver,  that  whenever  they  were  poor  and  needed  blankets 
and  powder  and  lead,  they  had  only  to  go  down  on  tlie  overland 
routes  and  kill  a  few  white  men,  and  so  bring  about  a  treaty 
which  would  supply  their  wants  for  a  time.  The  eli'ects  of  this 
system  we  are  now  enjoying. 

There  is,  however,  another  and  a  wider  view  of  our  present 
relations  witli  the  Indians  of  the  plains  and  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  which  should  engage  serious  attention  and  enlist 
in  earnest  etfort  to  arrive  at  some  definite  and  permanent 
policy.  The  great  dcvelopnu^nt  of  mining  regions  in  Colorado, 
Montana,  and  Idaho  has  attracted  enormous  numbers  of  emi- 
grants, v\'ho  are  crowding-  over  the  plains  in  every  direction 
and  on  every  route.  Tho  Indian  country  is  penetrated  every- 
where; highways  are  nuide  through  it,  and  the  game  driven 
ofl'  or  killed.  The  Indians  are  therefore  crowded  more  and 
more  into  narrow  Ihnits,  where  they  are  less  able  every  day  to 
subsist  themselves  by  hunting.  Of  course  they  are  becoming 
exasperated  and  desperate  and  avail  themselves-  of  every  op- 
portunity to  rid  the  coiuitry  of  the  whites.  The  opportunities 
are  numerous  enough,  owing  to  the  carelessness  a]id  eagnerness 
to  reach  the  mines  of  the  wliite  emia'rants.  They  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  traveling  witliout  precaution  in  tlie  smallest 
parties,  and  striving  witli  eacli  other  to  arrive  first  in  the 
mining  regions.  The  Indians,  always  watchful  and  alert,  lose 
no  opportunity  in  attacking  them.  AVe  can  by  sending  troops 
enough,  beat  these  Indians  whenever  they  appear,  but  what  is 
to  become  of  them  .'  Every  day  is  reducing  them  more  and 
more  to  actual  suffering  for  food,  and  with  this  rush  of  emi- 
grants contiimed  for  a  few  years  tlif-ir  game  will  become  so 
scarce  that  they  cannot  live  at  all.  Of  course  Ave  fight  them 
to  protect  our  people.  They  keep  up  hostilities  in  the  expecta- 
tion every  day  of  making  treaties  which  will  supply  their 
necessities  for  a  time,  and  as  these  necessities  will  grow  greater 
every  day  and  the  supplies  will  last  for  a  less  and  less  time, 
we  seem  likely  to  have  an  endless  Indian  war  under  the  present 
system.  If  we  now  make  one  of  tlie  usual  treaties  with  them, 
it  w^ill  only  encourage  them  to  anotluu*  outbreak  as  soon  as 
the  supplies  given  them  under  such  a  treaty  are  exhausted. 
I  still  think  that  the  plan  proposed  in  my  leUer  to  the  Secretary 
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of  War,  referred  to  in  previous  letters  to  yon,  is  the  best  both 
for  the  sake  of  the  Government  and  of  the  Indian. 

Wisdom  and  humanity  alike  seem  to  demand  some  policy 
which  shall  save  the  Indian  from  complete  and  violent  ex- 
tinction.   This  question  is  now  directly  and  barely  presented. 
Either  the  extermination  of  the  Indian  tribes  by  force  or  some 
policy  of  supporting  them  by  the  general  Government  at  places^ 
where,  deprived  of  arms  and  of  the  power  to  do  injury  or 
indnlo'e  their  wandering  habits,    they   can  be   subsisted  and 
protected   and  subjected,  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances, to  all  the  influences  of  education  and  Christuamty. 
This  generation  of  Indians  might  not  profit  by  such  a  system, 
bnt  the  next  would;  and  even  this  generation  could  be  made 
harmless  members  of  a  community  uuder  charge  of  the  gen- 
eral Government.     This  snbjeet  demands  and  should  receive 
serious  att^Mition.    Your  own  experience  on  the  frontier  and  m 
Indian  service  makes  you  as  familiar  as  I  am  with  this  whole 
matter.     You  know  the  means  which  ludian  agents,  Indian 
traders  and  otlier  nn^cruimlous  white  men  more  or  less  directly 
en-ao-ed  in  Indian  trade,  will  resort  to  in  the  newspapers  or 
Gther^vise  to  thwart  an^-  eiiort  to  change  the  present  deplorable 
condition  of  ai^airs.     You  know  how  officers  exposing  these 
abuses   and  seeking  to  bring  about  needed  reforms  will  be 
abused  and  denounced,  and  how  every  sort  of  effort  will  be 
made  to  depreciate  them  and  secure  their  removal  from  com- 
mand.   With  all  s-ueh  proceedings  your  experience  has  made 
you  familiar,  and  you  know  very  well  that  in  these  Indian  af- 
fairs no  man  can  make  a  movement  toward  reform  without, 
payino-  the  penalty  in  abuse  and  misrepresentation.    ITow  much 
influence  with  the  authorites  such  attacks  on  an  officer  thus 
seeking  honestly  to  inform  his  Government  and  reform  abnscs 
has  head  or  is  likely  to  have  it  would  be  difficult  to  say,  but 
I  trust  that  the  report  of  the  Congressional  Committee,  lately 
sent  out  to  examine  into  the  abuses  of  .  the  present  Indian 
system  and  the  conduct  of  Indian  olTieials,  will  go  far  to  en- 
■  liohten  the  public  mind  and  destroy  tlie  effect  of  malicious 
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abuse.    I  care  little  for  such  attacks  coming-  from  such  people 
except    as   they   affect   the   authorities   at   Washington  and 
through  them  the  best  interests  of  the  public  service 
48-Pt.  2-565.         JNO.  POPE,  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  U^y  23,  1865. 
.  (Received  9  a.  m.,  24th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope: 

Dispatch  received.  Have  the  ponies  on  hand,^  and  will 
send  them  if  you  so  direct.  I  was  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
General  Dodge,  as  I  understood  he  had  already  made  disposi- 
tion of  all  I  had.  He  will  be  here  tomorrow  and  I  will  answer 
you  more  fully. 

48-Pt.  2-574.       J.  A.  POTTER,  Colonel  and  Quartermaster 


Milwaukee,  Wis.,  May  23,  1865. 
(Received  9  a.  m.,  24th.) 

General  John  Pope: 

Your  dispatch  relating  to  movement  of  hostile  Indians 
near  Devil's  Lake  received.  Have  sent  orders  to  General  Sully 
accordingly.  -    /  g.       CURTIS,  Major-General. 

48-Pt.  2-575. 


Headquarters  Mililaiw  Division  of  the  Missouri, 
.     ^  ^J^ay  23,  1865—10:30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Curtis,  :Milwaukee,  AYis. : 

Your  letter  of  IMay  11  just  received.  I  have  sent  orders  to 
Sully  to  stop  his  movement  to  Black  Hills.  He  awaits  your 
orders.  In  moving  against  Devils  Lake  the  best  point  to  start 
from.  IS  Fort  Pice.  Sully  can  tah'c  twelve  companies  of  cavalry 
and  some  .^^mall  guns  with  liiin.  He  no  doubt  has  transportation 
enough  for  the  expedition  to  Devil's  Lake.  Send  him  orders 
immediately  to  Sioux  City.  I  have  again  applied  for  authority 
to  pursue  Lidians  into  British  Ten-itory.  AVithout  it  I  -fear  we 
can't  accomplish  much.  Use  all  the  troops  in  vour  department 
as  you  think  best.    Will  write. 

48-Pt.  2-575.  JNO.  POPE,  "Major-General.  ' 
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Headquarters  :MiUtary  Division  of  the  Missouri, 
May  23,  1865—10:30  a.  ni. 

General  Curtis,  Milwaukee: 

I  have  sent  a  small  steamer  to  Fort  Rice  with  rations  for 
Sully's  expedition  to  Devil's  Lake. 

48-Pt.  2-575.  JNO,  POPE,  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
Milwaukee,  May  23,  1865. 

(General  Pope:) 

General:    Yours  of  the  20th  instant,  complaining  of  an 
article  of  recent  date  in  the  Milwaukee  Seiitinel,  which  attempts 
to  give  details  of  Indian  views  and  some  details  of  proposed 
Indian  movements  (received).    So  far  as  I  could  judge  of  the 
article,  it  seemed  mainly  remarkable  for  errors  of  fact.  The 
first  I  saw  of  your  order  to  General  Sully  w^as  fully  set  out  in 
a  Sunday  morning  (Dubuque)  paper  of  the  llth  instant,  giving 
a  full  account  of  General  Sully's  pro})Osed  departure  on  the 
next  day.    I  had  arrived  just  in  time  to  see  him  and  apprise 
him  of  matters  relating  to  the  same  subject.    The  Minnesota 
papers  were  filled  with  comments   on  the  Indian  difficulties 
and  proposed  movements  on  DeviPg  Lake,  including  a  communi- 
cation from  General  Sibley,  whicli  lie  published  to  quiet  public 
feeling  in  his  state,  giving  considerable  details  as  to  the  position 
and  disposition  of  troops.    The  article  you  saw^  was  compiled 
from  such  documents,  all  which  I  liave  tried  to  restrain  within 
facts,  and  especially  to  avoid  intelligence  as  to  our  strength 
and  our  proposed  movements.    No  one  understands  and  detests 
more  than  I  do  the  publicity  of  strength  and  movements  of 
troops  in  my  command,  and  I  give  you  copies  of  some  of  my 
orders  and  letters  to  convince  Ton  of  my  fidelity  to  this  prin- 
ciple.   I  have  seen  also  with  regret  the  magnified  etl'orts  of 
some  of  the  press  to  overestimate  Indian  depredations  in  :\Iin- 
nesota,  and  the  bitter  assaults  on  officers  for  not  having  done 
impossibilities,  and  I  have  not  failed  to  correct,  as  far  as  I 
could,  all  such  errors.    But  the  people  were  terribly  excited, 
and  had  to  vent  their  wrath  in  some  way,  I  suppos(\  but  are 
•now  becoming  more  rensnnable.    I  liave  done  all  I  could  to  allay 
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^needless  alarm  and  direct  proper  arrangenients  to  avoid  futur(^ 
troubles,  as  lar  as  liiiman  fore^igla  can  avoid  sueli  thinos  But 
as  long  as  we  iiave  Indians  and  white  men  we  will  have  some 
s-trife  and  some  trouble,  and  it  is  not  right  either,  to  blame 
the  people  ior  being  extremely  sensitive  on  this  subject.  They 
are  almost  surrounded  with  ludians,  some  of  whom  are  and 
always  will  be  desperate  savages.  I  fully  appreciate  all  you 
suggest  concerning  needless  excitement,  and  do  not  take  first 
rumors  for  facts,  ^[y  troops  are  just  as  vou  had  directed  in 
your  letter  to  General  Sibley  of  last  February,  except  that  I 
hurried  forward  a  movement  above  Fort  Eidgely  to  .look  after 
Indians  reported  near  Big  Stone  Lake. 

The  idea  of  a  movement  to  Devil's  Lake  was  fully  ordered 
by  you  m  your  letter  of  which  I  have  spoken,  which  letter  you 
called  to  my  attention  when  I  took  thi^  command.    You  say  to 
General  Sibley,  "Please  bear  in  mind  in  this  arrangement  that 
I  wish  to  send  not  less  than  six  companies  of  cavalry  with  a 
couple  of  pieces  of  artillery  to  DeviFs  Lake  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable after  the  grass  is  sufficient  for  animals."    You  then  ga 
on  to  say  how  this  force  may  be  drawn  from  the  posts  of 
''Abercrombie,   AVadsworth   (probably)^   and  Ridgely.     At  all 
events  you  can  make  up  this  force  without  interfering  with  the 
establishment  of  these  small  posts.''    I  quote  in  reply  to  your 
speaking  of  this  as  my  proposal,,  which  is  yours,  although  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  father  it,  for  it  seems  to  me  wise  and 
perhaps  still  expedient.    But  I  have  no  earthly  desire  to  press  ' 
It  if  the  occasion  does  not  seem  to  require  it.    :\rv  suggestions 
written  from  Saint  Paul  on  the  11th  were  in  view  of  "prepara- 
1ions._  I  admit  that  all  our  movements  up  so  far  are  attended 
with  great  expense,  ljut  we  must,  1  suppose,  have  a  considerable 
force  up  at  AVadsworth  and  Kice,  and  Devil's  Lake  is  not  far 
from  the  salient  angle  of  the  .Alissouri  below  Berthold.    In  the 
summer  such  tn\op^  as  may  be  necessary  to   garrison  these 
upper  forts  and  guard  the  country  can  as  well  be  moving,  and 
I  am  inclined  to  repeat  my  sugge'stion  that  General  Sully  better 
operate  in  that  direction,  sending,  if  you  desire  it,  some  other 
officer  with  Braekett's  battalion  to  the  Black  Hills.    That  you 
may  better  understand  what  I  have  done  and  what  I  think  of 
matters  in  my  command  (which  I  have  carefully  studied  since 
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ray  last  interview  with  you),  I  send  extracts  from  some  of  my 
letters  relating-  to  the  subjects  you  have  referred  to.    I  do  not 
see  any  difference  in  our  vieAvs  or  opinions,  except  that  I  at- 
tach more  importance   to   the  movement   against  the  hostile 
Indians  who  have  collected  near  Devils  Lake  than  you  do. 
:Miich  of  this  Devil's  Lake  news  has  arrived  since  you  were 
ordered  to  Saint  Louis,  and  perhaps  you  have  not  had  so  much 
on  the  subject  as  I  have.    The  press  and  people  of  ^Minnesota- 
are  possessed  of  the  idea  of  combinations  in.  that  re-ion  de- 
signed to  come  down  on  the  settlements.    But  I  am  very  ready 
to°  admit  vour  longer  experience  in  this  department  may  enable 
you  to  better  form  a  right  judgment,  and  shall,  as  you  suggest, 
do  all  in  mv  power  to  keep  my  troop,  on  an  active  defensive 
line  of  operations,  hoping  always  that  we  may  prevent  nicur- 
sions  of  our  foes.  S.  R.  CURTIS,  :\rajor-General. 

p_  s.__since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  received  your 
dispatch  of  this  date  informing  me  that  you  have  ordered 
General  Sullv  to  change  his  movements  as  I  suggested  m  my 
letter  of  the'^llth  instant,  and  suo-jesting  Fort  Rice  as  the  best 
point  to  start  I'or  striking  Deviks  Lake.  I  will,  nevertheless, 
send  this  Liter,  and  assure  you  that  I  shall  cordially  comply 
with  vour  wishes  as  far  as  I  can.  If  I  think  improvements 
can  be  su-gested,  I  shall  certainly  propose  it.  and  you  must 
rot  conceive  of  anv  design  on  my  part  to  foster  a  personal 
theory  adverse  to  yours,  but  always  to  guard  aganist  any 
emero-encv  that  threatens  my  comi.iand.  I  shall  write  again 
very^sooii.  S.  R.  CURTIS,  :\Iajor-General. 

(Inclosure  No.  7.) 

Headquartei's  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
^Milwaukee,  Wis.,  :May  20,  1865. 
Hon.  Cyi'm  Aldrich,  :\linneapolis,  :Minn. : 

My  Dear  Sir:    Yours  of  ^lay  Ulh  is  received.    It  seemed 
necessary  for  me  to  hurry  down  to  direct  the  movement  of 
General  Sully's  troops  in  the  right  path  against  the  Indians,  so 
.    my  stay  at  Saint  Paul  was  sliorter  than  I  desired.    I  was  sony 
I  did  not  see  you,  but  hope  to  be  there  again. 

General  Pope  had  ordered  Sully  to  move  a  force  to  the 
JViack  Hills,  but  in  view  of  the  danger  and  great  anxiety  in 
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Minnesota  I  consider  it  necessary  to  prefer  a  different  dispo- 
^^ition  of  those  forces  and  to  secure  the  approval  of  the  division 
commander.  I  have  myself  urged  the  use  of  Fort  Snelling  as  a 
permanent  depot  for  all  necessary  army  supplies  for  any  and  all 
future  possible  necessities  in  your  state.  Your  position  as  a 
state,  almost  surrounded  by  Indians,  backed  by  the  wilderness 
and  hunting  grounds  of  the  British  Possessions,  will  always 
render  it  incumbent  on  our  Government — Federal  and  State- 
to  preserve  a  cautious  and  po^verful  readiness  for  any. Indian 
resentments.  As  your  settlements  increase  and  our  people 
crowd  the  Indians,  their  hunting  grounds  will  grow  less  and 
their  resentments  and  necessities  will  increase.  Some  con- 
flicts will  always  be  liJxcly  to  occur.  All'  we  can  do  is  to 
check  and  punish  Indians,  as  we  do  other  criminals,  by  making 
ample  provision  so  certainly  successful  as  to  deter  as  far  as 
possible. 

4-  ***********  * 
4S-Pt.  2-575.  S.  R.  CURTIS. 


Saint  Paul,  :\Iinn.,  May  23,  18G5. 

]\lajor-General  Pope : 

General:  Your  dispatch  received.  Xo  late  murders  re- 
ported. From  AVadsworth,  13th  instant,  that  there  are  sixiall 
war  parties  on  their -way  down  , and  a  large  assemblage  of 
Indians  at  Turtle  ^Mountain.  They  threaten  attack  on  Forts 
Rice,  Wadsworth,  Abercrombie  and  the  settlements,  ^ly  troops 
all  stationed  at  exposed  points.  Indians  reported  six  soldiers 
killed  at  Fort  Rice. 

48-Pt.  2-578.  H.  II.  SIBLEY,  Brigardier-General. 
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